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PREFACE. 


IN  placing  tbiis  bistoi'ical  work  of  my  father's,  in  its  more  extended  form,  before  bis  towns- 
people, some  words  of  explanation  are  requisite.  The  delay  in  its  appearance  has 
been  unavoidable  because  the  task  of  bringing  it  to  completion  assumed  much  greater 
proportions  than  was  anticipated.  I  had  but  little  knowledge  during  his  lifetime  of  the 
progress  he  had  made  toward  perfecting  bis  plan,  and  it  was  not  until  nearly  a  year  had  elapsed 
after  his  death  that  I  was  able  to  commence  such  an  examination  of  his  papers  as  was  neces- 
sary to  enable  me  to  decide  whether  it  would  i>e  possible  to  undertake  myself  the  labor  of 
completion  and  publication. 

At  tirst  I  thought  a  few  months'  time  would  suthce,  as  the  preparations  seemed  to  be  quite 
complete ;  but  this  proved  true  of  portions  only  which  pertained  to  the  ancient  history  of  the 
town.  Regarding  the  more  modern  times  numerous  scattered  notes  and  suggestions  were 
found,  but  frequently  nothing  whatever  to  guide  me  in  trying  to  ascertain  the  author's  ideas  in 
certain  lines,  or  to  work  out  the  same  when  a  theme  was  given.  I  found  no  single  page  of 
fully  prepared  manuscript,  but  a  copy  of  the  former  "  Sketch,"  bound  with  as  many  blank  as 
printed  leaves,  and  upon  them  were  corrections,  additions,  fresh  items,  etc.  Beyond  that 
scraps  of  paper  containing  facts,  dates,  refei-ences,  etc.,  with  now  and  again  a  few  pages  relating 
to  some  person  or  subject,  requiring  sometimes  little  or  no  change,  at  others  partial  or  almost 
entire  rewriting — all  of  which  had  to  Ije  arranged  and  rearranged  again  and  again,  as  new 
links  were  added  to  the  ever-lengthening  chain,  or  new  threads  were  brought  to  the  almost 
endless  weaving  of  the  historical  web. 

The  book  is  simply  what  it  purports  to  be  —  a  "sketch,"  not  a  complete  history;  such  in 
detail  would  comprise  several  volumes.  As  events  have  transpired,  it  is  no  doubt  well  that  it 
was  not  published  before  the  division,  as  that  forms  a  proper  ending  to  the  history  of  the 
original  town.  I  hope  it  may  also  prove  to  be  well  that  the  longer  delay  brings  its  publication 
into  this  our  bi-centennial  year.  Like  the  earlier  sketch  this  is  designed  first  of  all  for  Attle- 
borough  people,  wherever  ihey  may  be,  and  in  what  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  finish  I  have 
endeavored  to  carry  out  this  evident  design  of  the  author,  by  preserving  many  things  of  peculiar 
and  personal  interest  to  them. 

I  have  been  most  generously  assisted  in  my  labors  by  those  to  whom  I  have  applied  for 
information  or  advice.  I  am  much  indebted  to  Mr.  D.  Hamilton  Hurd,  of  Boston,  the  compiler, 
and  Messrs.  -J.  W.  Lewis  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  the  publishers,  of  the  "History  of  Bristol 
County,"  for  their  courteous  permission  to  copy  from  that  publication  whatever  might  be  of 
use  to  me;  a  privilege  of  which  I  have  availed  myself,  especially  outside  the  chapter  therein 
which  was  prepared  by  my  father;  and  I  am  indebted  to  Messrs.  George  H.  Walker  &  Co.,  of 
Boston,  Publishers,  Engravers,  Lithographers,  etc.,  the  publishers  of  the  '•  Atlas  of  Attle- 
borough  Town,"  for  a  similar  courtesy  with  regard  to  the  historical  sketches  in  that  work.  I 
am  also  indebted  to  oflicers  of  Brown  University,  Amherst  College,  and  Yale  University  for 
searching  records  and  furnishing  full  and  correct  lists  of  Attleborough  graduates  from  their 
respective  institutions ;  and  to  the  oflicials  in  the  Secretary's  Library  at  the  State  House  for 
their  civilities  in  facilitating  ray  researches  there.  I  am  under  special  obligations  to  Mr.  Thomas 
A.  Barden  for  many  essential  facts  which  he  took  considerable  trouble  to  furnish;  to  the  Rev. 
John  Whitehill  for  the  valuable  information  he  supplied ;  to  Mr.  Edward  R.  Price  for  important 
aid;  to  Mr.  Frank  I.  Babcock  for  clear  statements  regarding  various  matters,  and  much 
needed  advice ;  and  to  Major  Everett  S.  Horton  for  placing  in  my  hands  carefully  compiled 
records  relating  to  our  soldiers  of  the  Civil  War,  which  I  could  not  otherwise  have  obtained, 
and  for  useful  information  upon  other  subjects. 
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I  wish  to  express  thanks  to  those  town  otHcers  who  placed  records  —  both  ancient  and 
modern — at  my  disposal,  and  aided  me  materially  in  my  investigations;  to  tlie  large  number  of 
business  men  who  responded  to  my  lists  of  questions;  to  tlie  old  soldiers  who  recalled  inter- 
esting war  experiences;  to  Mr.  Everett  B.  Bliss  for  ids  gift  of  several  pictures;  to  Mr.  Samuel 
M.  Holman  for  his  interest  and  care  in  preparing  the  photograplis  from  whidi  nearly  all  of  the 
illustrations  were  made;  and  to  all  the  others,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  —  who  number  too 
many  to  be  mentioned  separately,  and  who  would  not  desire  such  particular  mention,  —  to 
whom  I  have  applied  for  help,  and  who  have  bestowed  it  graciously  to  the  extent  of  their  ability, 
and  in  most  abundant  measure.  From  the '•  Chronicle,"  the  "Advocate,"  and  the  "Sun" 
I  have  culled  mueli  of  interest  and  importance,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  my 
indelitedness  to  their  columns  in  this  manner. 

Among  the  many  iigreeable  exi)eriences  to  be  remembered,  I  recall  with  sjiecial  pleasure  the 
interest  shown  in  my  work  by  a  little  girl,  who  carefully  gathered  up  numerous  loosened  ends 
of  fact,  bound  them  neatly  together,  and  sent  them  to  me  far  over  the  seas  to  an  ancient  liberty- 
loving  city  of  mid-Europe;  and  in  that  same  city,  by  one  of  those  happy  accidents  never  to  l)e 
forgotten,  and  always  to  be  gratefully  apiu'cciated,  some  very  essential  matter  relating  to  the 
first  white  settler  within  our  original  borders  — without  which  a  chapter  would  have  been  sadly 
incomplete — came  to  me  by  the  hands  of  a  lover  of  all  that  pertains  to  early  New  England 
history,  a  courteous  and  cultivated  Boston  gentleman.  My  gratitude  to  all  these  my  cretlitors 
is  oft'ered  in  the  name  of  n)y  father  as  well  as  my  own,  for  in  his  name  I  asked  for  aid,  and  for 
his  sake  I  am  sure  my  requests,  of  whatever  nature,  were  fully  and  freely  answered. 

The  book  had  assumed  almost  double  the  size  expected  before  the  manuscri|)t  w^as  placed  in 
the  printer's  hands.  If  blame  attaches  to  that  fact,  I  willingly  bear  my  portion  thereof;  but 
the  number  of  pages  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  good  people  of  whom  I  have  asked 
information  have  shown  their  love  for  their  town  by  filling  my  hands  to  overflowing  with  those 
incidents  and  occurrences  which  form  the  contents  of  several  of  the  following  chapters,  and 
which  were  of  too  much  interest  to  be  lightly  thrown  asiile. 

No  one  can  regret  more  deeply  than  myself  that  the  author  die'  not  live  to  fully  accumidish 
his  purposed  work,  for  he  of  all  men  was  best  fitted  to  write  worthily  a  history  of  our  town. 
No  one  can  realize  more  fully  than  myself  thi;  many  deficiencies  of  my  own  share  of  the  work; 
but  I  ofler  the  result  of  my  attempts  to  Attleborough  people  without  hesitation,  because  I  feel 
certain  that  in  kindly  remembrance  of  the  author  my  many  faults  will  meet  with  lenient  criti- 
eisra.  and  that  my  many  failures  will  be  generously  overlooked  l)y  all  those  who  understand 
ray  motives  in  essaying  the  comi)letion  of  the  book.  Numerous  errors  will  no  doubt  be  found 
upon  its  pages  —  some  probably  avoidable,  others  ]>erhap.s  not  so;  for  all  >ucb  I  bespeak 
forbearance. 

If  this  "  Sketch  "  —  so  called  by  its  author —  finds  favor  and  proves  acceptable  and  useful  to 
Attleborough  people,  at  home  or  abroad,  wherever  it  is  destined  to  find  its  way.  his  long- 
cherishetl  wish  will  be  realized  and  my  own  highest  desire  fully  satisfi<!d.  In  writing  these 
words  of  explanation  and  preface  it  aflbrds  me  pe(;uliar  i^leasurc;  to  date  them  not  only  from 
the  town  where  tin;  author  lived  and  died,  but  from  the  very  house  where  for  a  long  generation 
he  dwelt,  and  from  the  very  corner  of  the  room  where  during  those  years  he  constantly  read 
and  wrote,  and  where  no  doubt  he  often  thought  of  those  early  days  whose  annals  he  so 
zealously  investigated,  and  upon  whose  occurrences  his  fancy  ever  loved  to  dwell. 

Tin:   KinroH. 

ATTLKBOKMUdll.  Julv.  ISid. 


CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER  I. 

PAGE 

Settlement    of    Reboboth.  —  Purchase    of   the    Tract    Called    Rehoboth    North    Pur- 
chase. —  Proceedings  of  the  Proprietors.  —  Captaiu  Thomas  Willett,  etc 43 


CHAPTER  II. 

Blackstone 65 

CHAPTER  III. 
Iiicorporatiou.  —  Proceedings  of  the  Town.  —  First  Settlements,  etc 85 

CHAPTER  IV. 

Proceedings  of  the  Proprietors. — Indian  War. — Proceedings  of  the  Town 101 

CHAPTER  V. 
The  Revolutionary  War 120 

CHAPTER  VI. 

Proceedings  of  the  Town,  continued.  —  Division 144 

CHAPTER  VII. 

The    Civil    War.  —  Proceedings    of    the    Town.  —  Experiences    and    Reminiscences   of 

Soldiers,  etc 172 

CHAPTER   VIII. 
Soldiers  of  the  Civil  War 204 

CHAPTER  IX. 
Churches  and  the  Ministry 22(' 

CHAPTER  X. 

Churches  and  the  Ministrv.  continued -71 


6  cox  TEXTS. 


CHAl'TKH    XI. 
S.liool-  311 

CHAPTER   XII. 

Maniifiutures. —The  Blooinery. —Cotton  M:iiuit:ictories,  etc :i> 

(IIAl'TKK   Xlll. 
Mamifaitiiio.  contiiuieil. —Jewelry  ^Maiuifactories,  etc 3ii7 

CHAPTER   XIV. 

Societies. — Uiuaiiizatioiis.  etc ■V.M 

CHAPTER  XV. 

Bio]irraphieal  Sketches 4.53 

CnAPTICK   XVI. 
Biographical  Sketclies.  coiitimicil •"•07 

CHAPTER   XVII. 
Bioirraphical  Sketches,  concluded iitil 


CHAPTER   XVIII. 
Genealogy.  —  Statistics.  —  Representatives. — Town    Ofticcis.  — (Jraduale>    i>f    (ojlcixes. 

etc ti:i:t 


CHAPTER   XIX. 

Mi-cellaneoiis      .  '■''' 

<  IIAI'Ti:!;    X.\. 

MJHcelliineouH,  continued '''i 

<  IIAI'IKU    XXI. 

Cemeteries  T.'T 

ciiAi'i'i:!;   x\ii. 

TopoKrai-liy.  — l»«-cripti<)n     of     AtllilMinpu-li.     KuKlaml.       Karly     <undiiii I     the 

(oiinlrv.  etc "<••"' 


BIOGRAPHICAL   SKETCH    OF   THE   AUTHOR. 


Hon.  Johx  Daggett,  the  author  of  this  work,  was  born  in  Attleborough, 
February  10,  1805,  one  of  the  seventh  generation  of  his  family  in  this 
country.  The  first  of  the  name  to  emigrate  from  his  native  laud  was  one 
John  Doggett,  who  came  over  in  Winthrop's  fleet  in  1630.  His  name  is 
found  on  the  list  of  applicants  for  admission  as  freeman,  October  19,  1630, 
and  he  was  among  the  first  admitted,  —  No.  8,  —  May  18,  1631.  He  was  a 
proprietor,  and  among  the  first  settlers  of  Watertown,  this  State.  That  town 
was  settled  in  1630  and  was  for  many  years  larger  than  Boston.  Mr. 
Doggett's  homestead  there  was  adjoining  Fresh  Pond,  where  a  hotel  of  that 
name  now  stands,  and  contained  about  fifteen  acres.  He  had  six  lots  and  a 
grant  of  eighty  acres.  He  seems  to  have  been  actively  engaged  with  Gov- 
ernor Maybe w  —  then  a  resident  of  Watertown  —  in  getting  up  a  company  to 
occupy  Martha's  Viuej^ard,  "  the  island  of  which  Governor  Mayhew  had 
purchased  the  grant,"  and  about  1644  he  went  there  in  the  company  of  the 
new  governor,  and,  it  is  said,  "  was  thus  intimately  associated  with  the 
Mayhews  in  the  government  of  the  colony,  as  indeed  the  Daggetts  continued 
to  be  not  only  for  some  succeeding  generations  but  down  to  the  present  day." 
Thomas  Mayhew,  "  a  merchant,"  was  born  in  Southampton,  England,  in 
1591.  He  came  to  this  country  and  settled  first  in  Medford,  then  removed 
to  Watertown,  and  from  there  to  Martha's  Vineyard  as  its  proprietor  and 
governor.  He  died  in  1681,  six  days  before  he  was  ninety.  He  had  been  a 
representative  in  this  State,  and  was  a  preacher  to  the  Indians  for  some 
thirty-three  years.  His  first  wife  died  in  England ;  the  second  one  was 
Grace,  widow  of  Thomas  Payne,  of  London.  Two  of  his  descendants  were 
missionaries  to  the  Indians  and  many  of  them  have  been  prominent  men. 
Of  one  of  these,  Thomas,  a  son,  an  interesting  story  is  related.  He  gradu- 
ated at  Harvard  College  and  prepared  himself  to  be  a  missionary,  going  as 
such  to  the  Vineyard  in  1642,  two  years  before  his  father  took  up  a  residence 
there.  He  was  very  successful  as  a  teacher  and  preacher  among  those  native 
people,  and  they  became  exceedingly  attached  to  him.  He  finally  decided  to 
go  to  England  to  solicit  funds  with  which  to  build  a  church  and  provide 
other  things  needed  b}'  his  pupils,  and  in  1657  completed  his  arrangements 
for  the  voyage.  The  Indians  regarded  the  ocean  as  a  terrible  monster, 
because  it  often  swallowed  up  their  friends  and  canoes  when  they  ventured 
but  a  short  distance  from  the  land,  and  they  were  overwhelmed  with  fears  for 
their  beloved  teacher  when  thev  learned  that  he   was  o-oing  so  far  awav  — 
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quite  over  this  treacherous  ocean.  "  On  the  (h\y  he  was  to  leave,  the  Indians 
o-atliereil  at  a  point  a  few  miles  from  Kdixartowu  to  bid  him  a  tearful  fare- 
well. As  he  left  tiieni  each  Indian  pickiMl  up  a  stone  and  plafCtl  it  on  a  pile 
as  a  memento  of  the  parting.""  The  fears  of  the  simple-minded  sava<res 
were  in  tliis  instance  fully  realized,  for  the  ship  in  which  Mr.  Mayhew  sailed 
was  never  heard  from.  The  place  of  parting  became  a  sacred  cue  to  them 
and  their  descendants,  for,  long  after  the  last  one  who  had  seen  Mr.  Mayhew 
had  died,  "each  Indian  as  he  passed  the  sacred  spot  added  a  stone  to  the 
monumental  cairn,"  whose  ruins  "  mark  the  place  of  the  sad  parting  to  this 
day." 

John  Doggett  settled  at  Edgartown.  In  IC.-ll  anil  1G42  he  had  liecome 
interested  in  grants  of  land  on  the  island,  whose  privileges  the  Mayhews 
shared  with  him  and  others,  but  "  it  does  not  appear  that  he  moved  directly 
to  the  Vineyard,  but  instead  made  his  home  for  a  time  at  the  new  settlement 
at  Rehoboth,"  going  from  there  to  the  Vineyard  about  1(;48.^  Who  his  first 
wife  was  is  not  known,  but  they  had  five  children,  all  but  the  eldest  of  whom 
it  is  supposed  were  born  in  Watertown.  Of  the  death  of  this  wife  there  is 
no  record.  On  August  29,  1667,  he  was  married  at  Plymouth  to  one 
Bathsheba  Pratt,  a  widow.  He  seems  to  have  been  in  some  measure  identi- 
fied with  that  town  previously,  and  to  have  resided  there  most  of  the  time 
after  this  marriage  until  his  death,  which  occurred  between  the  seventeenth 
and  twenty-sixth  of  May,  1673. 

One  of  his  sons  —  Thomas  —  married,  about  1657,  Hannah,  the  daughter 
of  Ciovernor  ^Nlayhew  by  his  second  wife.  She  was  born  in  Watertown. 
This  Thomas  was  a  man  of  some  education  certainly,  for  Governor  ]Mayhew, 
in  writing  to  .John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  in  speaking  of  him  says:  "My  son 
Doggett,  that  hath  more  langnaga  than  any  other  Englishman  upon  the 
Island,  and  is  a  consideralile  young  man."  Thomas  died  between  the  middle 
of  March  and  the  middle  of  September,  1691,  and  his  wife  Hannah,  it  is 
supposed,  in  1722  or  1728.-  Of  him  it  is  said  he  "  called  his  name  Daggett," 
but  probably  not  "  until  near  the  close  of  his  life."  There  seems  to  be  uo 
doubt  that  the  English  surname  of  tiiis  family  was  Doggett,  and  it  continued 
to  be  so  called  for  about  fifty  years  after  the  en)igration  to  this  country,  the 
first  indications  of  the  change  in  the  manner  of  spelling  being  found  in 
records  on  the  Vineyard  relating  to  .lohn  the  2d.  and  others  of  tiie  name, 
dated  1675  and  1677. 


'See  "History  of  the  DoKKCtt-DiiKJfctt  Family,"  by  Samuel  B.  DoffK'ett,  of  Boston,  imhlUheil 
IWH.  To  UiIh  work  the  clllor  Ih  Imleliled  for  several  Items  of  Information  contalneil  In  the  few  para- 
graphh  rclatlnjf  to  the  early  amentorH  of  the  author.  They  have  necesttltnted  »ome  few  <han>reH  In 
what  hail  been  written  from  the  <lalJi  colleilvtl  liy  hlin  many  years  n^o,  thouKh  those  were  In  the  main 
correct.    The  hourro  of  Information  In  hen:  acknowleiljfeil  for  all  tliise  facts  and  clmnKCs. 

'  There  »eenm  to  lie  no  positive  ncoril  of  her  <leatli,  hut  her  will  was  proved  In  Fehrnary,  17-22-'i'l. 
She  married  again,  her  second  husband  belnj;  <  nplaln  Samiitl  Smilli,  of  KdKarfown.  He  survlvtnl 
her,  and  It  U  said  lived  to  be  103  ycjirs  old. 
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John,  son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah,  was  probably  born  in  Edgartown  in 
1662.  He  married  on  the  Island,  and  his  wife's  first  name  was  Sarah.  Of 
her  other  name  nothing  positive  is  known,  one  acconut  declaring  her  to  be 
the  daughter  of  Isaac  Norton,  and  another  that  there  is  no  certainty  as 
to  who  she  was.  This  couple  settled  in  Chilmark,  and  from  there  came  to- 
this  town,  their  entire  family  of  nine  children  also  settling  here.  Prudence 
is  mentioned  as  the  residence  of  John  Daggett,  and  that  was  a  portion  of 
Tisbury,  the  records  speaking  of  it  as  "  the  mannour  of  Tisbury,  commonly 
called  Chilmark."  This  was  the  seat  of  the  Mayhews,  and  is  now  a  part  of 
the  town  of  Tisbury.  He  owned  property  there  which  it  is  said  he  sold  in 
1711  for  £300,  a  considerable  sum  in  those  days  and  the  equivalent  of  a 
much  greater  one  at  the  present  time.  During  that  same  year  he  bought  the 
Woodcock  Garrison  House  and  several  hundred  acres  of  land  in  this  town. 
Upon  a  record  bearing  date  June  10,  1711,  Mayhew  Daggett,  his  oldest  son, 
is  named  as  "'  of  Attleboro'."  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  he  preceded  his 
father  in  removing  to  this  town,  the  latter,  with  his  famiW,  coming  "  between 
October  17,  1711,  and  December  24,  1712."  He  at  once  became  an  inn- 
keeper in  the  old  Garrison  house,  "  and  soon  became  interested  in  town  audi 
church  affairs.  His  lands  being  located  on  the  road  from  Boston  to  Rhode 
Island,  and  his  tavern  a  convenient  stopping-place  en  route,  he  soon  became 
well  known,  not  only  to  the  people  of  Attleborough,  but  to  all  travelers  between 
Boston  and  Rhode  Island."  He  became  a  deacon,  and  was  a  representative 
in  1720  to  the  General  Court.  In  1722  he  sold  his  inn  property  and  two 
years  later,  on  September  7,  1724,  he  died.  He  was  buried  in  the  old 
"Hatch  burying  ground." 

Ebenezer,  sou  of  Deacon  John,  was  born  on  the  Vineyard  in  1690. 
November  9,  1721,  he  married,  in  this  town,  Mary,  daughter  of  Penticost 
Blackinton,  and  about  that  time  he  bought  the  farm  on  the  East  Bay  Road, 
leading  from  Bristol  and  Providence  to  the  Bay,  Boston  —  now  known  as  the 
"old  Daggett  place."  He  is  spoken  of  as  "  husbandman,"  "  tanner,"  and 
"  inn-holder."  About  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  built  the  house  there 
which,  with  some  changes,  is  still  standing.  The  old-fashioned  summer 
beams  extend  through  the  two  large  main  rooms,  and  the  immense  chimney 
still  occupies  its  original  space  in  the  centre  of  the  building.  It  must  be  one 
of  the  oldest  dwelling-houses  in  town.  The  old  inn  sign — a  curious  relic  of 
olden  times  —  is  still  in  existence.  It  is  of  considerable  weight  and  size  and 
was  elaborately  painted.  The  representations  of  the  great  royal  crown  of 
England,  in  once  glowing  but  now  fast-fading  colors,  are  still  discernible, 
and  the  date  of  1725  is  still  traceable  on  one  side.  It  ceased  a  century  and 
a  half  ago  to  swing  on  its  rusty  hinges  before  the  hostelrj'  door,  where  it 
creakingly  announced  comfort  and  cheer  to  mailcoach  traveler,  or  weary 
wayfarer,  its  life  of  bustling  activity  changed  to  one  of  quiet  reminiscence 
in  the  big   lonely  garret  of   the  old   house.     Whose  eyes  have  scanned  its 
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brilliant  paintinu'  iu  oolonial  daytj  no  one  is  loft  to  tell  us,  ami  of  tlio  ;iiiosts 
it  invited  to  refreshment  or  repose  the  voice  of  time  is  silent.  AVhat 
clianues  has  Attlelioronp;h  seen  since  it  first  swnnir  merrily  to  the  breeze  I 
—  from  four  hnndreil  people  to  four  times  that  number  of  thousands  ;  from 
almost  a  wilderness,  with  few  and  lonesome  roads  and  here  and  there  a  rude 
and  roughly  built  dwelling  with  its  patch  of  clearing,  to  busy  villages, 
smiling,  fertile  farms,  Iteautiful  houses,  nund)erless  cheerful  roads,  and  light- 
ninsi  railways.  Would  that  its  long  silence  might  be  broken  !  Would  tiuit  it 
could  voice  for  us  the  incidents  of  those  long-dead  intervening  years  I 

Kbenezer  Daggett  died  in  1740.  His  sou  was  John,  the  famous  Revolu- 
tionary otiicer.  and  Kbenezer,  his  son,  was  the  father  of  the  suliject  of  this 
sketch. 

The  full  descent  is  as  follows :  .lohn,  the  P^nglish  emigrant ;  Thomas, 
second  son  and  child;  John,  third  son  and  child  —  removed  from  the  Vine- 
yard to  Attleborough ;  Kbenezer,  second  sou  and  child  ;  John,  first  son 
and  second  child;  Kbenezer,  fourth  son  and  sixth  child.  The  last  named 
married  Sally  Maxcy,  of  North  Attleborough,  September  3,  1797.  She  was 
born  in  November,  1778,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Maxcy  by  his  second 
■wife.  Amy  Ide,  of  this  town. 

A  story  of  considerable  romantic  interest  is  attached  to  the  first  of  that 
name  who  came  to  this  country.  He  is  said  to  have  been  one  Alexander 
Maxcy,  son  of  a  geutleman  of  rank  and  wealth  in  Knglaud.  He  was  brought 
up  on  his  father's  estate  in  the  country,  and  during  his  boyhood  his  constant 
playmate  was  the  pretty  daughter  of  the  lodge-keeper.  No  danger  of  serious 
consequences  was  anticipated,  and  the  children  were  allowed  the  utmost  free- 
dom of  companionship.  The  frequent  result  in  such  cases,  however,  followed 
here  :  the  boy  and  girl  fell  in  love  with  each  other,  both  very  naturally  forget- 
ting the  differences  iu  their  social  positions,  and  as  the  former  approached 
manhood  he  announced  his  intention  of  mari-ying  his  little  friend.  This 
idea,  of  course,  met  with  instant  and  entire  disapproval  on  the  part  of  his 
parents,  and  he  was  at  once  dispatched  to  school  and  college,  with  the  exix'c- 
tation  that  new  scenes  and  occupations  would  speedily  dispel  the  unfortunate 
illusion.  In  due  time  the  young  man  returned  to  his  home,  aiul,  to  the  dis- 
may of  his  family,  more  than  ever  determined  to  carry  out  his  purpose  and 
wed  the  woman  of  his  ciioice,  regardless  of  rank  or  positiim.  I'lif  usmm! 
quarrel  ensued  ;  the  father  would  not  yield  and  give  his  consent  ti>  tlir  union. 
the  son  would  not  yield  and  jjiomise  to  give  it  up.  nor  would  lit-  remain  at 
home  if  he  must  forfeit  his  wislied-for  bride;  so  he  ran  away,  and  presently 
found  i)asHage  to  America.  How  he  employed  himself  here  is  not  stated, 
but  some  time  after  his  jirrival  an  advertisement  happened  to  meet  his  eyes, 
which  stated  that  if  he  would  go  to  a  certain  place  in  Uoston,  something  to 
his  great  advantage  would  there  be  communicatetl  t<>  liim.  His  curiosity  was 
sudlciently  aroused   to  prompt   him   to   make  his  appearance  at   the  speeifieil 
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place,  aud  he  found  that  a  vessel  had  been  sent  out  for  him.  It  was  thor- 
oughly and  completely  equipped  in  every  way,  and  contained  many  costly 
personal  gifts  in  the  line  of  handsome  apparel,  etc.,  and  he  was  entreated 
to  take  the  entire  command  of  everything  aud  return  to  his  home.  This 
young  Maxcy  promptly  declined  to  do,  finding  the  freedom  and  independence 
of  this  new  country  more  congenial  to  his  self-reliant  nature  than  the  con- 
ventional thraldom  of  the  old. 

He  finally  came  to  this  region —  possibly  to  "VVrentham,  since  this  tradition 
has  been  preserved  among  descendants  who  lived  in  that  town  —  and  found 
occupation  of  some  kind.  The  first  love  appears  at  length  to  have  been  for 
gotten,  or  at  least  supplanted,  for  in  due  time  he  fell  in  love  again,  this  time 
with  the  daughter  of  some  worthy  citizen  in  his  vicinity.  Others  also  aspired 
to  her  hand,  for  she  was  comely,  and  her  father  "  well  to  do."  One  of  these 
suitors,  older  and  already  "  forehanded"  far  beN^ond  our  hero,  was  approved 
by  the  father.  The  story  runs  that  on  a  certain  evening  the  elder  swain 
was  expected  to  make  a  visit  upon  the  maiden  for  the  purpose  of  declaring 
his  sentiments.  Maxcy,  informed  of  this,  —  perhaps  by  the  fair  maiden 
herself,  for  we  may  be  assured  he  had  long  before  ascertained  the  state 
of  her  mind  and  heart  upon  the  important  question,  —  took  occasion  to 
present  himself  for  a  visit  at  the  same  time.  He  quietly  but  determinedly 
outstayed  the  elder  man,  and  furthermore  presented  his  own  case  to  the 
father  in  such  bold  and  manly  fashion  that  he  won  it  in  spite  of  former 
obstacles  and  became  the  accepted  lover,  the  father's  consent  thereto  making 
the  young  people  happy  then  and  there.  This  account  has  been  handed  down 
in  one  branch  of  the  family  at  least,  but  unfortunately  no  names  but  that  of 
the  hero  have  been  preserved.  Much  or  little  of  it  may  be  true,  but  the 
whole  of  the  determined  independent  spirit  which  it  ascribes  to  the  founder 
of  the  family  may  be  accepted  unquestionably,  for  the  same  spirit  has  been 
inherited  by  many  of  the  descendants  who  have  followed  him  here,  and  it  is 
by  no  means  wholly  dissipated  up  to  the  present  time. 

Ebenezer  Daggett  resided  always  upon  the  place  purchased  by  his  grand- 
father, and  there  in  the  old  house  his  twelve  children  were  born.  Of  the 
eight  who  lived  to  reach  maturity,  .John  was  oldest  son  and  second  child. 
Like  most  of  our  town  boys  of  his  time  he  was  brought  up  in  the  occupation 
of  his  father.  He,  no  doubt,  performed  his  allotted  share  of  the  lighter 
farm  work  thoroughly  aud  conscientiously,  —  as  his  nature  would  prompt  him 
to  do,  —  but  taking  no  pleasure  in  the  actual  labor.  He  always,  however, 
evinced  a  decided  fondness  for  farming  theoretically,  and  for  mau}'^  years  he 
made  it  an  avocation.  He  enjoyed  practical  work  in  that  line  occasionally, 
but  his  lameness  prevented  anj'thing  more  than  a  very  slight  indulgence  in 
personal  application  to  it.  As  a  child  he  was  quiet  and  reserved,  and  though 
healthy  and  strong,  never  had  any  special  fondness  for  rough  sports  and 
games  or  for  indulging  in  boyish  pranks  and   frolics.     He  early  developed  a 
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quiokucss  in  learning  and  an  aptitnde  for  study,  and  lie  always  had  an  unusu- 
ally vigorous  and  retentive  memory. 

Tliis  latter  was  manifested  in  a  remarkable  manner  at  a  very  early  age,  as 
is  shown  by  the  following  incident.  When  he  was  three  or  four  years  old, 
instead  of  amusing  himself  with  i)laythings,  he  frequently  wanted  to  sit 
down  and  sew.  I'pon  one  occasion,  when  he  sat  in  his  little  armchair  busily 
engaged  in  taking  stitches,  he  had  an  experience  like  that  which  often  befalls 
even  adepts  in  the  art — his  work  "  plagued  him,"  and  presently  he  called  to 
his  mother  to  come  to  his  assistance.  His  little  soul  was  so  vexed  within 
him  that  he  was  moved  to  express  his  opinion  of  the  sewing  with  a  very 
short  but  very  forcible  word.  The  motlier  was  suri)rised  and  shocked  to 
hear  an  oath  from  those  Ijaby  lips,  and  as  she  set  matters  right  read  him  a 
lesson  upon  the  wickedness  of  the  word  and  his  own  exceeding  naughtiness 
it  using  it,  bidding  him  never  to  say  it  again.  All  went  smoothly  for  a  while, 
but.  alas  1  the  thread,  as  thread  will,  knotted  and  tangled  and  broke  again, 
and  again  the  childish  wrath  waxed  hot.  The  moral  lesson  was  speedily 
forgotten  in  the  all-absorbing  anger,  for,  as  he  called  a  second  time  for 
assistance,  he  emphatically  doubled  his  former  forcible  expression.  A  scream 
of  horror  burst  from  the  lips  of  the  dismayed  mother,  and  a  long  and  very 
serious  conversation  followed  this  second  indulgence  in  impious  phrases, 
conducted  with  severe  solemnity  on  the  part  of  the  elder,  and  with,  no  doul>t, 
a  sober  and  decorous  gravity  on  the  part  of  the  3'ounger.  A  tract  upi»n  the 
use  of  profane  language  was  purchased,  and  read  so  often  to  the  innocent 
little  sinner  that  he  soon  learned  it  by  heart.  The  real  delinquent  in  tiie 
case  was  one  of  the  town's  poor,  a  boarder  at  tiie  house  of  Mr.  Daggett, 
then  one  of  the  selectmen,  and  his  was  tiie  language  which  had  been  caught 
and  made  use  of  by  the  child.  That  he.  young  as  he  was.  understood  the 
lessons  taught  him  by  his  mother,  and  tlic  tract,  is  shown  liy  tiie  fact  tiiat 
fre(|iiently,  when  tiie  day's  work  was  done  and  "•OKI  Sweet  "  sat  upon  the 
kitchen  settle,  smoking  iiis  evening  pipe,  hi'  would  claml)er  up,  tract  in 
hand, — thougii  lie  could  not  read  a  word  and  g('iicr:iily  iield  il  upside 
down,  —  and  staiKliiig  l)y  tiie  old  man's  side  lie  would  solemnly  say  olV  its 
contents  —  let  us  liope  to  the  aged  reprobate's  repentance  and  iniproveuient. 

This  storv  was  often  told  l)y  tiie  iiioiher,  in  liei-  i:iter  years,  at  family 
gatherings.  Her  manner  was  inimitable,  and  convulsive  laughter  on  the  part 
of  everv  listener  accoinpaiiie<l  eacii  recital,  no  matter  lii»w  oft  repeated,  and 
no  one  joined  111  it  more  heartily  than  the  lieio  of  the  t:de  himself.  She 
almost  alwavs  t'iiile<l  her  vivid  desciiplioii  in  words  liUc  ilnse  :  "And 
that  is  the  only  time  I  ever  liiard  .b)hii  swear."  It  proliably  w;is  the  only 
time  in  his  life,  for  his  language  was  always  characterized  by  simplicity  and 
retiiiement.  He  rarely  indulged  in  extravagant  epithets,  and  he  never  m.ide 
use  of  slang  plira.ses,  no  matter  how  apt  or  expressive.  Another  instance 
f»f   the  power  of   his  vontlil'nl  nienioiy  w:is  shown  ;it  a    "  s|)rlling-niatch  '"   liehl 
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in  the  little  old  red  schoolhouse,  still  standing,  —  though  somewhat  enlaro-ed 
and  differently  clothed,  —  in  New  Boston.  Upon  that  occasion,  when  he 
was  perhaps  eight  or  ten  years  old,  he  spelled  seven  hundred  words  without 
missing  one,  and,  needless  to  say,  took  and  held  first  place.  In  after  years 
his  memory  in  this  direction  never  failed  him.  His  children  always  found 
him  the  equal  of  the  dictionary  in  telling  them  how  to  spell  words,  and  often 
much  cleai'er  in  explaining  or  simplifying  definitions  to  suit  their  childish 
capacities. 

The  New  Boston  district  school  was  his  "  hall  of  learning  "  during  his 
early  boyhood.  At  one  time,  he  himself  says,  he  attended  the  classical 
school  at  South  Attleborough,  kept  by  a  Mr.  Wheaton,  but  at  what  date  or 
for  how  long  a  time  is  not  known.  Very  naturally  in  the  then  state  of  society 
in  the  sparsely  settled  districts,  the  decision  in  favor  of  giving  to  a  boy 
a  *•' classical "  or  college  education  was  frequently  the  result  of  what  we 
call  "  accident"  or  "  chance,"  and  a  sad  misfortune  was  the  chance  in  Mr. 
Daggett's  case.  It  never  ceased  to  be  a  trial  to  him,  though,  as  it  totally 
changed  his  entire  expected  course  of  existence,  it  resulted  in  giving  him  a 
higher,  and  very  probably  a  happier,  life  in  many  respects,  one  which  was 
certainly  more  congenial  to  his  nature  than  almost  any  other  could  have 
been,  and  which  was  therefore  perhaps  more  useful  to  his  fellow  men. 

When  a  lad  of  fourteen  he  was  seized  with  a  serious  illness,  which  was 
long  continued  and  attended  with  most  unfavorable  results.  The  disease 
finally  settled  in  one  of  his  lower  limbs,  and  physicians  pronounced  amputa- 
tion the  only  means  for  saving  his  life.  At  first  his  mother,  proud  of  the 
manly  beauty  of  her  promising  boy,  her  oldest  son,  for  the  moment  refused 
her  consent  to  the  proposed  operation,  feeling  almost  that  death  was  prefer- 
able to  the  process  of  maiming  his  body,  and,  it  would  seem,  his  entire  life. 
Such  a  feeling  can  be  well  understood  in  view  of  the  dreadful  thing  amputa- 
tion then  was  ;  but  of  course  she  finally  yielded  her  consent.  The  time  required 
for  such  an  operation  was  perhaps  not  much  longer  then  than  now  ;  but  to-day 
powerful  anaesthetics  place  the  patient  beyond  the  realization  of  suffering, 
and  under  their  influence  the  shock  to  the  system  is  reduced  to  a  minimum 
amount.  Then  ether  and  chloroform  were  unknown,  and  in  this  case  not 
even  a  drop  of  liquor  was  given  to  dull  the  sensibilities  ;  but,  with  his  strength 
greatly  reduced  by  months  of  severe  suffering,  the  boy  was  strapped  to  his 
bed,  and  with  only  a  handkerchief  held  before  his  eyes  he  endured  the  keen 
horrors  of  the  surgeon's  knife.  The  remembrance  of  that  half-hour  of  agony 
was  so  terrible  to  him  that  he  rarely  if  ever  referred  to  it,  and  he  never 
told  the  feelings  he  experienced  during  the  operation  ;  nor  did  the  older 
sister,  who  was  in  and  out  of  the  room  ministering  to  him  as  best  as  she 
could,  ever  mention  any  details  but  once  or  twice,  and  then  only  in  response 
to  earnest  questionings. 

After  the  double  strain  upon  the  system  of  protracted  illness  and  the  loss 
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of  a  limb,  progress  toward  rccoverv  was  slow  and  tedious  ;  Imt  at  length 
health  was  completely  restored.  Then  very  natinally  the  question  as  to 
the  best  way  of  providing  for  the  boy's  entire  future  arose,  and  the  only 
answer  possible  was  to  give  him  a  liberal  edueation,  and  so  prei)are  him  to 
earn  witli  his  mind  the  livelihood  his  Ixxly  would  in  great  measure  be  unfitted 
to  procure.  Such  a  decision  coincided  with  his  desires,  and  it  was  a  great 
pleasure  both  to  anticipate  and  to  realize  the  gratification  of  his  literary 
tastes. 

College  life  then  differed  iu  very  many  respects  from  that  life  now.  Stage 
coaches  were  the  only  public  modes  of  conveyance,  a  carpet-bag  contained 
the  young  man's  personal  outfit,  and  college  rooms  were  plain  and  bare,  by 
no  means  the  luxurious  and  often  artistic  apartments  of  the  present  day.  It 
was  the  almost  universal  custom  for  students  to  eat  in  "  Commons."  They 
were  largely  farmers'  sons,  and  ready  money  would  not  be  easily  obtained 
for  the  payment  of  all  necessary  bills,  so  the  home  woodlot  supplied  the  log 
for  the  study  fire,  and  many  a  generous  store  of  good  things  from  the  home 
farm  and  kitchen  accompanied  the  loads  of  wood,  brought  to  the  college  very 
probably  by  the  father  himself,  who  took  the  opportunities  the  carrying  of 
such  supplies  afforded  to  see  personally  how  his  boy  was  "  getting  on  in  the 
ways  of  learning.''  Upon  the  mother  in  those  times  devolved  the  preparation 
of  the  entire  wardrobe,  for  even  '"suits"  were  then  homemade,  and  in  the 
case  of  which  we  write  all  that  proud  and  loving  heart  could  suggest  and 
capable  and  willing  hands  perform  was  done  to  make  the  physical  loss  and 
inconvenience  less  deeply  felt. 

Mr.  Daggett  fitted  for  college  at  Day's  Academy  in  Wrentham,  and  later  in 
the  study  of  Rev.  Alvan  Cobb,  of  Taunton.  In  September,  ISi'-i,  at  the  age 
of  seventeen,  he  entered  Brown  University,  graduating  with  iiigh  honors  — 
third  or  fourth  in  his  class — in  1826.  The  life  of  a  real  student  thoroughly 
suited  him.  and  his  college  years  were  very  happy  ones.  Their  experiences 
were  among  the  most  cherished  of  his  after  life,  and  were  always  recalled 
vvith  great  satisfaction,  especially  on  commencement  anniversaries,  wiien, 
within  the  loved  and  honored  walls  or  under  the  same  old  trees,  he  met 
surviving  classmates  and  renewed  the  friendships  formed  xUvw  in  tlu'  years 
gone  by.  Tales  of  fun  and  joke  were  told,  professors'  wiiinis  oi-  inculiari- 
ties  recollected  and  imitated,  or  their  lessons  of  wisdom  and  good  counsel 
repeated,  an<l,  sober,  gray-haircii  men,  he  and  his  comrades  lived  over 
together  tiioHc  pleasant,  youtiiful  days.  There  was  mvri  .i  son  of  Hrowu 
wh<»  possessed  a  deeper  or  more  lasting  love  for  his  Ahua  .Main-  than  Mr. 
Daggett.  His  fidelity  never  wavere<l  ami  he  grew  more  /ealous  in  his  inteiest 
with  his  growing  years.  He  was  proud  of  the  record  of  her  great  men,  and 
of  his  own  connection  with  the  institution.  He  allowed  notliing  to  keep  him 
from  attending  each  commencement  as  it  recurieil,  and  wms  pres<'nt  literally 
at  everv  such  celebration  from  the  time  he  entered  college  until  and  including 
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the  year  of  bis  death  —  sixty-four  in  number — a  fact  which  can  be  recorded 
of  no  other  graduate. 

Having  chosen  the  law  as  his  profession,  he  at  once  upon  graduating 
commenced  its  study  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Joseph  L.  Tilliughast,  of  Provi- 
dence, a  distinguished  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  bar  and  a  member  of 
Congress.  Here  he  remained  about  a  year.  He  continued  these  studies 
in  Ihe  office  of  Hon.  J.  J.  Fiske,  of  Wrentham,  for  the  same  length  of 
time,  and  the  third  year  of  his  course  in  this  department  he  attended  the 
lectures  of  Hon.  Theron  Metcalf,  of  Dedham.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  that  town  in  December,  1829,  and  at  once  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  opening  an  office  in  East  Attleborough  in  January,  1830.  He 
continued  to  practise  law  in  his  native  town  throughout  his  entire  life,  with 
the  exception  of  the  two  years,  1833  and  1834,  when  he  held  the  position  of 
editor  of  the  Dedham  Patriot.,  and  resided  in  that  town. 

In  1836,  at  the  age  of  thirty-one,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature 
for  the  first  time,  and  his  townsmen  paid  him  the  compliment  of  reelecting 
him  for  the  two  succeeding  terms.  He  was  a  member  of  the  judiciary 
committee  in  1837,  and  chairman  of  the  committee  on  railways  in  1839. 
He  opposed  wnth  all  his  powders  the  plan  of  running  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad  through  the  centre  of  East  Attleborough,  not  only  because  the 
proposed  route  necessitated  the  removal  of  many  bodies  from  that  portion  of 
the  graveyard  upon  which  the  track  trespassed,  but  because  he  considered, 
and  so  argued,  that  the  heart  of  a  growing  village  was  an  inappropriate  situ- 
ation for  railroad  tracks  and  a  depot  with  its  necessary  surroundings.  He 
foresaw,  as  did  many  others,  that  as  the  village  increased  many  inconveniences 
would  arise,  and  even  serious  accidents  would  be  almost  certain  to  ensue. 
He  urged  the  pi-opriety  of  taking  a  projected  line  over  the  meadows  in  the 
rear  of  the  Holman  homestead,  bringing  many  excellent  arguments  to  bear 
upon  the  question;  but  all  efforts  were  in  vain,  the  idea  being  at  that  time 
prevalent  that  railroads  must  as  far  as  possible  be  built  in  straight  lines.  As 
was  predicted,  great  trouble  has  followed  and  indeed  continues  to  follow  upon 
the  laying  of  the  tracks  through  the  village-centre,  and  it  was  long  ago 
acknowledged  by  the  railroad  company  that  Mr.  Daggett  was  right,  and 
that  his  desired  line  would  have  been  better  for  all  parties  concerned. 

The  following  testimonials  were  presented  to  him  at  about  the  time  of 
which  we  are  now  writing,  and  would  seem  to  have  been  called  forth  in 
connection  with  his  first  candidacy  for  public  office  outside  his  native  town. 

Dedham,  May  27,  1836. 
This  certifies  that  John  Daggett,  Esq.,  of  Attleborough,  pursued  the  studj'  of  law  in 
my  office  during  the  year  next  preceding  his  admission  to  the  bar  —  that  he  has  since  practised 
law  in  the  County  of  Bristol,  with  honor  and  probity,  and  is,  in  my  estimation,  entirely  worthy 
of  the  confidence  of  the  public  and  of  any  individuals  who  may  entrust  to  him  the  management 
of  business  which  he  will  undertake  to  superintend.  I  might  truly  say  much  more  —  and  my 
disposition  would  lead  to  a  fuller  statement  of  Mr.  Daggett's  character  and  habits.    But  I  am 
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restrained  by  a  belief  that  where  he  is  known,  or  shall  become  known,  his  deportment  and 
talents  will  recommend  him  much  more  etVectually  than  any  account  that  can  be  given  by 
another.  Therox  Metcalf. 

Boston.  May  30.  1836. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  knowinu'  Mr.  Daggett  personally  for  x'veral  years,  and  it  gives 

me  pleasure  to  say  that,  so  far  as  my  knowlidgc  extends,  I  believe  liim  worthy  of  the  very  high 

character  given  to  him  i)y  Mr.  Metcalf  as  above.  IIokaCE  Manx. 

These  ai-o  words  of  hiffh  praise,  but  only  such  as  were  well  deserved  bv 
Mr.  Daggett  both  at  that  early  period  of  his  life  and  ever  after,  for  his 
course  as  a  man  commanded  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  as  a 
lawyer  the  confidence  of  all  who  employed  him. 

He  began  very  earlv  to  take  an  active  interest  in  the  cause  of  common- 
school  education  in  this  town  —  at  or  about  the  time  when  Horace  Mann  was 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  rendered  such  distinguished  serv- 
ices not  only  to  Massachusetts  but  to  the  country.  >Mr.  Daggett  was  a 
member  of  the  school  committee  in  town  for  fulh'  fifteen  years,  and  during 
the  greater  part  of  that  time  was  its  chairman.  He  labored  earnestly  and 
conscientiously  in  this  du'ectiou,  because  he  fully  comprehended  the  impor- 
tance of  free  and  general  education  to  the  highest  success  of  a  republican 
form  of  government.  He  lived  long  enough  to  see  marvelous  improvements 
in  this  direction  througliout  the  entire  land,  and  witnessed  with  groat  satis- 
faction the  fulfillment  of  many  of  his  wishes  for  advancement  in  tlif  public 
schools  of  his  own  town.  He  was  for  many  years  a  leading  man  in  his 
parish,  that  of  the  Second  Precinct,  and  for  a  number  of  years  the  ciiairnian 
of  its  committee  —  this  latter  at  a  time  when  an  unusual  amount  of  respon- 
siltility  fell  upon  the  committee,  both  financially  and  in  other  directions. 

C)n  .Tune  18,  1840,  he  was  married  in  Sutton,  this  State,  to  ^Nliss  Xancy 
McClellan  Boomer,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  .Job  B.  Boomer,  then  a  resident  of 
that  town,  where  she  was  born,  Septeml)or  29,  181'J.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  died  in  infancy  or  at  an  early  age.  The  two  surviving 
are  John  Mayhew  Daggett,  a  resident  of  Marianna,  Ark.,  and  .Vmelia  Maxcy 
Daggett  (Mrs.  George  St.  John  Shellield),  now  a  resident  of  .\ttleborough. 
Up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Daggett  resided  witii  his  family  at  the  old 
homestead,  and  continued  to  do  so  for  perhaps  a  year  thereafter.  He  then 
removed  to  the  village,  and  for  a  few  years  lived  in  the  two-teni-mciit  iiouse 
which  stood,  until  witliin  a  compaiativdy  recent  date,  betwei'ii  'Mlu'  long 
block  "  and  the  residence  of  tlie  late  William  -M.  Kisher,  on  North  Main 
Street,  and  which  now  stands  directly  back  of  that  site,  having  been  moved 
to  make  place  for  Crandall's  lilock.  The  estate  of  Mr.  \.  A.  K'i(  liardsou, 
the  founder  of  the  school  fund,  came  into  his  hands  to  set  lie,  and  about 
1844  a  farm  on  the  "old  post  road,"  a  mile  from  the  village,  ItiMiitr  a  por- 
tion of  this  estate,  was  |)iit  up  l>y  him,  as  executor,  for  sale  at  pulilic  auction. 
Bidding  was  by  no  means  brisk,  :iud  to  make  a  beginning  in  that  direction 
Mr.    Daggett    himself  made    an  otTer,   but  with  neither  desire  nor  intention 
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to  purchase.  Not  another  bidding  voice  was  raised,  and  tlie  farm  was  con- 
sequently "struck  off"  to  liira.  He  therefore  took  up  his  residence  there, 
and  also  removed  his  office  from  the  village. 

He  occupied  the  place  for  about  thirty  years,  becoming  deeply  attached  to 
it,  and  he  spoke  of  those  years  as  the  happiest  of  his  life.  There  six  of  his 
seven  children  were  born,  and  there  four  of  them  died.  The  freedom  and 
independence  of  life  on  a  farm  were  very  agreeable  to  him,  and  he  took  much 
pleasure  in  superintending  such  work  as  he  carried  on  upon  his  place,  so  far 
as  the  time  not  occupied  by  his  professional  duties  permitted.  He  was 
greatly  interested  in  fruit-growing,  and  took  special  satisfaction  each  year 
in  watching  the  growth  of  his  vegetable  garden.  During  his  long  residence 
he  made  many  changes  and  improvements,  particularly  in  the  house,  which 
was  a  pleasant  and  comfortable  home,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
always  delighted  to  greet  the  many  guests  who  crossed  their  threshold. 
Under  their  reign  the  house  was  a  most  hospitable  one.  In  our  homely  but 
expressive  New  England  phrase,  "  the  latchstring  was  always  out."  Rela- 
tives, friends,  and  acquaintances  were  cordially  welcomed,  and  in  that  sincere 
and  hearty  way  which  made  them  feel  perfectly  at  home  ;  young  people  made 
merry  as  they  willed  beneath  the  venerable  roof,  or  about  the  entire  place, 
and  many  large  social  gatherings  of  young  and  old  together  have  been  held 
within  the  time-honored  walls  of  their  cheerful  dwelling.  During  a  score  or 
more  of  years  this  house  vied  with  tlie  Hoi  mans'  in  its  pleasing,  kindly  hospi- 
tality, and  there  was  a  lifelong  intimacy  between  the  heads  of  the  two  house- 
holds. In  former  days  the  agreeable  duty  of  entertaining  lecturers  from 
■abroad  devolved  upon  Mr.  Daggett  more  frequently  perhaps  than  upon  any- 
one else,  and  in  this  way  he  added  to  his  long  list  of  acquaintances  among 
prominent  people.  His  cultured  mind  and  courteous  manners  eminently  fitted 
him  to  assume  the  prominent  social  position  in  town  which  he  held  for  many 
years.  Clergymen  were  especially  welcomed  in  this  family,  and  whenever 
the  village  church  was  without  a  settled  pastor  those  who  came  to  supply 
the  pulpit  were  often  guests  at  this  old  farmhouse  fireside,  and  various 
pleasant  friendships  were  thus  formed. 

In  1850  Mr.  Daggett  was  again  called  upon  to  represent  his  town  in  the 
Legislature,  and  this  time  in  the  Senate.  He  was  appointed  a  member  of 
the  Valuation  Board,  whose  session  occupied  about  four  months  of  that  year, 
at  the  State  House.  In  1852  he  was  appointed  "•  Register  of  Probate  and 
Insolvency  for  Bristol  County,"  by  Governor  Clifford,  and  twice  afterwards 
elected  by  the  people  to  the  same  office  for  terms  of  four  years  each,  thus 
continuing  in  the  office  for  eleven  years.  This  necessitated  his  traveling 
back  and  forth  to  Taunton  nearly  every  day  for  that  length  of  time,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  distance  of  his  house  from  the  depot,  the  difficulty  of 
driving  over  bad  roads  and  through  severe  storms,  the  delays  relating  to 
business  in  town  or  home  work,  and,  most  of  all,  the  many  inconveniences 
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attending  his  lameness,  he  never  lost  :i  tniiu.  Oute  or  twice  he  was  assisted 
iu  getting  on  the  cars  just  starting,  and  once  or  twice,  seeing  his  carriage 
near,  the  engineer  ol»ligingly  delayed  starting  his  engine  for  a  few  seconds  ; 
but  so  exact  was  he  that  he  was  almost  always  very  pinietnal.  He  was  as 
conscientious  in  the  position  of  register  as  in  every  otlur  \\  liicli  lir  occupied, 
and  careful  and  exact  in  the  work  of  recording.  He  very  rarely  remained 
awav  from  Taunton  an  entire  day  for  his  own  rest  or  pleasure,  and  if  busi- 
ness required  his  presence  elsewhere  for  a  time,  the  preceding  days,  or 
those  following,  were  made  longer,  so  that  his  every  duty  iu  the  ollice  there 
was  strictlv  performed.  Though  he  carried  on  various  kinds  of  work,  and 
though  that  iu  his  profession  was  often  both  wearisome  and  exhausting  phys- 
icallv  and  mentally,  the  regular  rest  of  a  summer  vacation  time  never  came 
to  him,  and  he  but  infretiuently  left  home  for  more  than  a  day  for  any  pur- 
pose other  than  the  better  accomplishment  of  work  in  which  he  might  be 
engaged.  He  could  labor  hard  and  uninterruptedly  for  many  years,  preserv- 
ing health  of  body  and  mind  to  a  good  old  age,  partly,  no  doubt,  because  his 
lines  were  cast  in  a  country  town,  and  not  in  the  midst  of  the  all-absorbing 
activity  of  a  great  city,  and  partly  because  his  generation  had  not  fortu- 
nately reached  the  extreme  of  the  rush  and  hurry  of  the  present  time,  when  it 
would  seem  that  "'every  man's  hand  is  against  his  neighbor,"  and  competi- 
tion in  all  occupations,  professional  or  otherwise,  makes  the  gaining  of  a 
livelihood  a  fight  on  the  part  of  each  and  every  man  against  the  world. 

During  the  civil  war  Mr.  Daggett  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  i)atriotic 
work  of  the  town.  Precluded  both  by  age  and  physical  inability  from  per- 
sonal service  in  the  army,  he  nevertheless  worked  devotedly  and  unceasingly 
in  every  other  way  that  was  possible.  His  voice  and  pen  were  busy,  and 
he  gave  freely,  so  far  as  he  was  able,  toward  forwarding  every  movement 
requiring  money  to  accomplish  its  purpose.  He  was  one  of  tin-  leaders  in 
all  the  many  war  meetings  hehl,  and  foremost  in  all  patriotic  assemblies. 
He  was  continually  apijointed  chairnuin  of  such  meetings;  ho  drafted  resolu- 
tions, prepared  and  delivered  numerous  speeches,  and  faithfully  performed  the 
varied  an<l  onerous  duties  of  a  prominent  and  loyal  citi/.«'n  in  the  nolile  work 
done  by  Attleborough  during  those  years  of  difiiculty  anil  danger  to  tJie  gov- 
ernment and  ihe  country.  In  1S0<'.  he  again  represented  tiie  town  in  the 
Legislature,  this  time  in  the  lower  liraiicli,  and  witli  this  service  his  public 
I)olitical  career  ceased. 

.Some  ten  or  l\velv(!  years  liefore  his  deatli  he  rciiioviMJ  again  to  the  village 
of  Attleborough  and  r»peu«-d  an  ollice  in  his  residence  thi're,  on  Hank  Street. 
He  continued  to  practise  his  profession  literally  until  Ihe  hand  of  death  was 
upon  him,  for  he  did  not  wholly  lay  aside  the  harness  <if  work  until  the  very 
hist  ilay  of  his  life.  Had  Mr.  Daggett  done  no  hk.ic  work  than  that  of 
which  an  outline  has  been  given,  his  life  would  liave  lieeii  a  busy  and  indus- 
trioiis  one  :  but  bevon<l  the  perfm  inance  of   his   niaiiy  piililic  and  |)i-ofessional 
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duties  he  fouucl  time  for  varied  and  extensive  literary  and  historical 
research.  He  was  a  thorough  and  devoted  antiquarian,  and  he  embraced 
with  avidity  every  opportunity  for  obtaining  facts  relating  to  the  early  history 
not  only  of  his  native  town  and  its  inhabitants,  but  of  other  towns  in  the 
State.  Indeed,  every  historical  fact  bearing  upon  the  early  history  of  New 
England  and  of  its  inhabitants,  even  before  they  left  their  native  shores,  was 
full  of  interest  to  him,  and  he  was  so  careful  and  exact  in  verifjing  all 
items  that  came  to  his  notice  that  he  became  reliable  authority  on  such  mat- 
ters. His  fondness  for  research  of  this  nature  commenced  with  his  early 
youth,  possibh',  indeed  during  the  years  of  his  childhood,  for  at  the  family 
fireside  he  must  then  have  listened  to  many  tales  of  the  days  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, in  which  his  grandfather  took  so  conspicuous  a  part,  or  to  stories  of 
Indian  adventure  and  attack,  made  the  more  impressive  from  the  fact  that  a 
sort  of  mongrel  remnant  of  some  savage  tribe  once  lived  on  his  homestead 
farm. 

Having  occasion,  some  time  in  1830,  to  prepare  a  lecture  to  be  delivered 
before  the  Attleborough  Lj^ceum,  —  when  he  was  about  twenty-five,  —  he 
chose  for  his  theme  the  early  history  of  his  town.  This  developed  so 
decided  an  interest  in  that  subject  that  he  was  induced  to  enlarge  upon  the 
contents  of  his  address  and  prepare  it  for  publication  in  book  form.  Four 
years  later  he  published  his  "  Sketch  of  the  History  of  Attleborough,"  of 
which  the  following  pages  are  an  enlargement  and  continuation.  He  never 
wholly  relinquished  inquiries  in  the  line  of  this  publication,  but  followed  up 
every  clew  he  obtained  which  promised  further  information  upon  the  subject, 
corresponding  with  people  in  almost  every  part  of  this  countr}",  and  even  to 
some  extent  in  England.  In  the  course  of  years  great  stoi'e  of  interesting 
matter  was  collected,  and  many  rare  and  valuable  books,  manuscripts,  and 
papers  came  into  his  possession.  For  a  long  period  he  cherished  the  idea  of 
publishing  another  and  more  complete  edition  of  his  early  "  Sketch,"  and 
quite  a  number  of  years  before  his  death  he  began  regular  and  continuous 
work  in  the  carrying  out  of  this  plan.  Most  unfortunately  he  was  unable  to 
accomplish  his  purpose,  for  death  called  him  from  his  labors  ere  this  ever- 
increasing  task  was  completed.  Meanwhile  he  prepared  a  lengthy  sketch  of 
the  town  histor}',  chiefly  copied  from  his  own  publication,  for  the  "History 
of  Bristol  County,"  and  by  his  suggestions  and  advice  rendered  valuable  aid 
to  the  compiler  of  that  work.  He  prepared  other  local  historical  sketches, 
and  frequently  gave  material  assistance  to  persons  engaged  in  similar  occupa- 
tions elsewhere. 

After  the  death  of  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Parris,  a  young  man  of  rare  intellectual 
abilities  and  attainments  and  a  physician  of  great  promise,  who  settled  in 
this  town,  Mr.  Daggett  made  a  collection  of  his  writings,  which  were  quite 
numerous.  From  these  he  made  selections  which  he  published,  together  with 
a  memoir  of  their   author,  which   he  wrote.     This  little  book  was  entitled 
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''Parris'  Kemtiins."  Mr.  Daggett  also  wrote  for  some  years  iu  the  editorial 
line  while  in  charge  of  a  newspaper,  and  also  dnring  his  earlier  years  many 
short  poems,  disi)layini>'  iu  that  direction  some  considerable  talent.  A  num- 
ber of  these  appeared  as  special  contributions  to  the  Dedhavi  Patriot,  the 
paper  he  at  one  time  edited.  None  of  these  were  found,  but  among  his 
papers  a  copy  of  the  Old  Coloioi  Memorial,  dated  October  17,  1829,  was  dis- 
covered, in  which  the  following  poem  appeared  :  — 

[For  the  Memorial.] 

Maid  of  the  dark  eye  and  raven  locks, 

Meet  me  alone  where  waters  glide, 
"Whose  gentle  stream  roils  ceaseless  on. 

And  roam  with  me  its  grassy  side. 

Meet  me  iK-iieath  the  shady  grove, 

Where  stranger's  foot  may  never  tread; 
A  spot  which  kindred  hearts  may  love  — 

When  spring  its  robe  of  green  has  spread. 

Meet  me  beneath  the  moon's  pale  beam ; 

Gaze  on  its  soft  and  vestal  light. 
Whose  pensive,  ling'ring  smile  might  seem 

To  woo  the  cold  embrace  of  night. 

Meet  me  beneath  the  evening  skies, 

Wlien  stars  are  glowing  brightly  there, 
As  if  a  thousanil  heavenly  eyes 

Were  smiling  o'er  a  scene  so  fair. 

Yes, —  far  away  from  human  haunts, — 

No  curtained  halls  our  vows  shall  hear, 
But  the  pure  heaven's  bright  expanse, 

And  the  sweet  moon's  list'ning  ear. 

None  but  the  shades  of  the  lone  grove. 

And  where  the  riv'let  steals  its  way. 
Where  the  spirits  of  nature  rove. 

And  breathe  their  wild  but  sweetest  lay. 

'T  is  fit  that  love  so  deep  as  ours 

Be  told  in  scenes  where  nature  dwells. 
Mid  blooming  vales  and  shaily  bowc'-s. 
Mid  Muses'  haunts  and  fairy  sjiells. 

()U\   by  that  stream  whieh  ceaseless  flows, 

That  grove  which  spring  revives  forever  — 
'I'liat  moon  wiiich  constant  wanes  and  grows  — 

I  '11  vow  that  I  will  love  thee  ever! 

In  1831,  the  fiftv-liftli  anniversary  of  Aiiicrican  Independence  was  cele- 
brated in  town,  and  tliis  reference  may  possibly  recall  that  special  occa- 
sion to  the  remembrance  of  a  few  people  still  living.  'I'lie  public  exercises 
were  held  in  the  Second  Congregational  Church,  and  the  |)r<)gram  states 
that  Rev.  Mr.  Ferguson  offered  the  prayer,  l>r.  I'hineas  Savery  read  the 
Declaration    of   IndiiM-udciice,   an<l    tin-    writer    of    this    book    delivered    the 


BIOGRAPHICAL   SKETCH    OF   THE  AUTHOB.  21 

oration.     Several  appropriate  pieces  were  sung  and  the  following  ode,  com- 
posed for  the  occasion  by  the  writer  (Mr.  Daggett),  was  also  sung  :  — 

Hail  I   welcome  day  of  Freedom's  birth. 

The  day  of  glory  to  the  free ! 
We'll  praise  our  fathers'  deeds  of  worth, 

While  grateful  hearts  shall  welcome  thee. 

Oh,  let  our  thanks  arise  to  those 

Who  for  our  country  bled  or  died ; 
Who  met  on  battlefields  our  foes, 

And,  glorious,  triumphed  o'er  their  pride. 

Let  praise  ascend  in  noblest  strains 

To  those  who  stood  on  Bunker's  height, 
Who  bled  on  Trenton's  gory  plains. 

Or  died  in  Monmouth's  fatal  fight. 

And  now  to  those  who  nobly  bleed 

In  distant  lauds  for  Freedom's  right, 
Oh.  grant,  kind  heaven,  the  victor's  meed, 

And  round  them  spread  fair  Freedom's  light. 

Rejoice,  ye  sons  of  Liberty ! 

The  nations  spurn  the  tyrants'  chains  ; 
Behold  the  banners  of  the  free 

On  Gallia's  hills  and  Belgium's  plains. 

Again  the  sons  of  Poland  rise. 

Behold  their  ancient  banners  fly ! 
They've  nobly  sworn,  by  earth  and  skies. 

They'll  "'  freemen  live  or  freemen  die." 

Our  fathers'  God,  accept  our  lay. 

For  all  our  nation's  blessings  given, 
While  here,  on  Freedom's  hallowed  day. 

We  raise  our  joyful  songs  to  heaven ! 

Mr.  Daggett  was,  during  the  course  of  his  life,  frequently  called  upon  to 
prepare  and  deliver  addresses  before  various  organizations,  and  upon  occa- 
sions of  public  celebration,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  position  of  toast- 
master  was  one  he  filled  admirably,  and  one  which  for  many  years  he  was 
oftener  called  upon  to  occupy  than  any  person  in  town.  He  was  always 
happy  in  the  selection  of  matter,  and  acceptable  in  his  manner  of  presenting 
toasts,  and  especially  apt  in  his  responses  to  those  of  others,  for  he  was 
quick  and  witty,  and  his  large  fund  of  general  information  made  him  an 
interesting  speaker  no  matter  what  the  subject  might  be.  He  was  a  very 
extensive  reader,  and  the  amount  of  time  he  always  found  to  devote  to  this 
pleasurable  occupation  was  remarkable  considering  how  much  he  was  obliged 
to  employ  in  the  other  interests  of  his  life.  His  favorite  studies  while  in 
college  were  belles-lettres  and  the  classics,  and  he  always  to  some  extent 
kept  up  his  Greek,  of  which  language  he  was  particularly  fond.  His  tastes, 
therefore,  led  him  naturally  to  prefer  historical  and  poetical  works,  and  in 
the  former  line  he  had  perhaps  read  as  much  as  any  man  in  his  generation. 
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This  did  not  pi'event  his  infonniiiii-  himself  iiitcUiiifnllv  upon  scientitic  and 
practical  matters,  and  upon  the  varied  questions  and  interests  of  the  day. 
He  read  rapidlv.  l>ut  was  able  to  diijest  and  retain  what  he  lead,  and  thus  his 
miud  Id'caine  stored  with  a  iireat  amount  of  entertainin<j;  and  useful  knowl- 
edo^e,  which  he  was  able  to  impart  agreeably  to  those  who  conversed  with 
him.  He  was  always  a  favorite  in  society,  both  with  old  and  young,  for  he 
had  the  happ}'  faculty  of  adapting  himself  for  the  time  being  to  the  ages  or 
attainments  of  those  persons  with  whom  he  might  accidentally  be  thrown. 
He  enjoyed,  perhaps  more  than  all  else,  conversing  with  guests  at  his  own 
fireside,  and  after  advancing  years  compelled  him  in  large  measure  to  relin- 
quish public  duties  and  outside  societ}'  he  was  especially  gratified  when 
friends  and  neighbors  "dropped  in  "  after  the  pleasant  country  fashion  for 
a  social  chat.  One  of  his  near  neighbors  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life 
used  often  to  say:  "I  blame  myself  much  that  I  do  not  for  my  own  sake 
oftener  spend  an  hour  in  Mr.  Daggett's  company,  for  his  conversation  on 
everv  subject  is  very  entertaining,  and  I  always  learn  from  him  something 
new  and  interesting." 

Mr.  Daggett  lived  a  life  of  marked  temperance,  not  in  eating  and  drinking 
alone,  but  in  all  things  ;  and  in  that  way  only,  with  his  impaired  vitality,  did 
he  continue  to  maintain  the  uniform  good  health  which  enabled  him  to  accom- 
plish so  much  work  with  so  much  ease.  He  was  extremely  regular  and 
methodical  in  many  of  his  ways.  One  thing  which  shows  this  was  his  lialtit 
of  stepping  out  on  the  piazza  of  his  house  every  morning  at  a  few  minutes 
past  seven  o'clock  to  look  at  the  thermometer.  He  used  to  say  laughingly 
that  he  could  not  tell  anything  about  the  weather,  or  whether  he  himself  was 
cold  or  warm,  until  he  had  consulted  that  little  instrument  of  advice.  Re 
the  weather  or  the  season  what  it  miglit,  he  always  put  on  a  hat —  usually  a 
tall  one  of  somewhat  ancient  style  and  l)y  no  means  in  the  highest  state  of 
preservation  —  to  perform  this  ceremony.  For  years,  neighl)ors  "  across  the 
way  "  witnessed  this  daily  occurrence  from  their  ))reakfast  talile,  always  sure, 
as  it  recurred,  of  the  exact  hour.  For  a  long  time  after  his  deatli  they  found 
themselves  again  and  again,  at  the  accustomed  hour,  looking  over  the  street 
for  the  familiar  form,  and  among  the  many  little  tilings  which  went  to  make 
up  a  pleasant  daily  intercourse  between  the  two  families  they  missed  lliis 
act  with  its  oft-given  friendly  nod  of  greeting  to  themselves  most  of  all. 

Mr.  Daggett  never  used  tobacco  in  any  form.  He  had  one  experience 
with  the  weed,  which  he  occasionally  related,  and  which  in  its  effects  was 
similar  to  the  earlier  one  with  i)rofanity.  When  quite  a  lad  his  father  upon 
one  occasion  sent  him  to  Ining  the  regular  supply  to  one  of  the  paupers  then 
at  the  farm.  It  occurrecl  to  him  that  wliat  seemed  enjoyaltle  to  an  <»ld  man 
might  be  equally  so  to  a  youngi-r,  and  he  tried  a  generous  mouthful.  Tite 
severe  and  very  disagreeable  attack  of  illness  whicli  speedily  followed  effec- 
tuallv   cured   him   of  any    desire   to    repeat    tin-    experiment,    and    he    never 
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attempted  to  smoke.  He  was  a  firm  believer  in  the  real  temperance  cause. 
He  did  not  in  any  way  set  himself  up  as  a  reformer  in  this  direction,  but  he 
was  a  thoroughl}'  consistent  temperance  man.  He  frankl}^  acknowledged  he 
had  a  fondness  for  the  taste  of  wines  and  liquors,  and  that  their  moderate 
use  would  give  him  pleasure  and  produce  beneficial  results ;  but  realizing  the 
possibility  of  danger  to  many  from  even  moderate  indulgence,  he  habitually 
abstained  from  the  use  of  all  intoxicants.  The  highest  motive  —  that  of 
principle — guided  him  in  this  as  in  other  things.  He  had,  however,  very 
little  to  say  about  his  principles — he  never  preached  about  them,  never 
yielded  to  that  mistaken  sense  of  duty  which  prompts  dictation  to  others,  but 
contented  himself  with  simply  practising  what  he  believed  to  be  right,  and 
he  was  a  shining  example  of  the  truth  of  the  saying  that  "  a  life  of  modera- 
tion in  all  things  is  the  highest  type  of  life,"  and  one  whose  influence  for 
good  must  be  widely  felt. 

He  was  a  very  reserved  man  in  some  respects,  and  he  rarely  gave  utterance 
to  the  most  profound  feelings  of  his  nature.  On  the  subject  of  personal 
religion,  therefore,  he  did  not  often  speak,  though  that  he  felt  deeply  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  His  life  was  guided  by  the  highest  principles  of  morality 
and  rectitude.  He  was  always  a  constant  attendant  upon  public  worship, 
and  an  attentive  listener  to  the  preachers  whom  he  heard,  thus  setting  a  good 
example  to  many  who  professed  more  than  he  did.  This  regularity  in  attend- 
ing divine  service  was  broken  up  only  during  the  very  last  part  of  his  life, 
for  when  he  became  unable  without  extreme  physical  exertion  to  walk  from 
his  house  to  the  centre  of  the  village,  a  thoughtful  friend  called  Sabbath 
after  Sabbath  at  his  door  with  a  carriage  and  took  him  to  and  from  the 
meetinghouse.  He  contributed  freely  as  much  as,  and  sometimes  more  than, 
he  could  afford  toward  the  support  of  the  church  which  he  attended — the 
Second  Congregational  —  and  toward  religious  and  other  charitable  objects, 
but  he  never  became  a  church  member.  None  the  less  was  his  the  life  of 
a  good  man,  and  one  of  his  pastors  has  said:  "I  consider  him  one  of  the 
Christians  outside  of  the  church." 

The  study  of  law  in  itself,  and  its  practice  in  certain  branches,  was  agree- 
able to  Mr.  Daggett,  and  in  these  directions  he  was  successful.  His  reputa- 
tion as  a  professional  man  was  spotless  and  he  well  merited  the  high  compli- 
ment paid  him  by  a  fellow  alumnus  upon  a  certain  commencement  anniver- 
sary. This  gentleman  said  in  his  after-dinner  speech  that  among  her  lawyer 
sons  Brown  had  one  of  whom  she  had  just  cause  to  be  unusually  proud,  for, 
said  he,  "  He  is  an  honest  lawyer,  and  he  never  told  a  lie."  He  was  consid- 
ered an  excellent  consulting  lawyer,  and  his  discretion  and  probity  were 
unquestioned.  He  never  acted  in  criminal  cases,  and  accepted  only  such  as 
seemed  to  him  to  have  right  and  justice  to  recommend  them.  He  ranked 
among  the  best  of  lawyers,  because  he  could  rise  above  the  question  of  per- 
sonal aggrandizement  and  emoluments  and  consider  primarily  the  advantage 
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of  bis  clients.  It  wiis  always  his  advice  to  people,  wbeuever  such  a  course 
was  possible,  to  settle  cases  by  arbitration  and  to  avoid  litigation.  By  his 
good  judgnieut  and  wise  and  conciliatory  counsel  he  often  accomplished  the 
settlement  of  cases  in  this  friendly  manner,  when  the  majority  of  lawyers 
perhaps  could  not  have  done  so,  thus  saving  the  contending  parties  much  time 
and  money  and  infinite  worry  and  trouble.  The  confidence  reposed  in  his 
unprejudiced  judgment  was  so  strong  that  he  was  more  than  once  consulted 
by  both  parties  to  contests.  He  seemed  capable  of  comprehending  all  sides 
of  questions  connected  with  his  profession,  and  to  form  unbiased  opinions, 
and  he  could,  therefore,  give  good  advice  to  both  parties  without  l>etraying 
the  confidences  of  either  side.  In  this  manner,  no  doubt,  he  effected  many 
settlements  in  the  manner  mentioned  —  by  arbitration. 

Those  cases  which  involved  questions  of  ancient  law,  and  the  necessity 
for  research  among  old  records,  always  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  work  up 
and  trv,  and  his  preparations  were  made  with  nicety  and  exactness.  One 
case  of  this  kind  is  recalled,  the  gaining  of  which  gave  him  peculiar  satisfac- 
tion. It  involved  the  question  of  a  public  right-of-way  in  a  footpath  cross- 
ing a  certain  field  near  the  Prills  village,  and  the  opposing  council  was  a 
lifelong  and  intimate  friend.  Mr.  Daggett  took  the  ground  that  time  and 
precedent  had  established  the  public's  right  to  the  use  of  the  path,  and  that 
the  owner  of  the  field  had  no  right  to  close  it.  The  opposing  friends  had 
lengthy  discussions  upon  this  matter  in  Mr.  Daggett's  office,  but,  needless  to 
sav  to  any  who  knew  the  two  gentlemen,  neither  could  convince  the  other 
that  lie  was  wrong.  In  due  time  the  case  came  to  trial.  'Slv.  Daggett's 
proof  of  his  opinion  was  based  largely  upon  the  fact  that  the  old  laws  of 
Massachusetts  recognized  the  establishment  of  such  paths  or  "  lanes,"  and 
he  cited  the  names  of  several  such  still  open  and  used  by  the  public  in  the 
citv  of  Boston.  He  clinched  his  arguments  by  quoting  several  paragraphs 
from  two  different  books  published  some  time  previously  by  his  ojjponent.  in 
wliich  he  —  their  autlior  —  was  shown  to  have  recognized  the  same  kinil  of 
public  rights  which  Mr.  Daggett  then  souglit  to  establish.  \\v  tlnis  con- 
demned his  opponent  out  of  liis  own  nioutli,  and  w<»n  the  case.  This  was  a 
kind  of  triunipii  lie  thoroughly  appreciated  and  enjoyed,  and  lie  did  a  good 
deal  of  fpiiet  chuckling  over  his  success  in  tiiis  instance,  ln-cause  his  adver- 
sary was  botii  a  clever  man  and  lawyer. 

What  may  be  termed  the  stri(rtly  professional  jiart  of  his  prtdcssion  was  in 
harmonv  with  Mr.  Duggett's  tastes,  but  the  piufly  business  portion  was 
somewiiat  irksome  to  him.  'I'lie  keeping  of  accounts  and  the  prt'senting  of 
bills  were  matters  very  easily  put  oft',  and  indeed  very  freciuently  forgotten 
altogether.  His  list  of  "  charity  clients,"  including  those  who  i)aid  only  in 
"  blessings,"  was  always  a  long  one,  while  among  those  who  were  willing  and 
desirous  to  pay  for  services  rendered  there  were  many  whom  he  insisted 
upon    calling    ••neighbors"   and   "friends,"  for    wlioni    as    such    prices   were 
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reduced.  The  consequeuces  to  his  income  are  easily  calculated  ;  but  it  was 
inborn  in  his  nature  to  dislike  the  process  of  accepting  remuneration  for 
work  he  did,  and  equally  in  his  nature  to  take  great  pleasure  in  using  his  time 
and  talents  and  the  results  of  his  experience  and  research  for  the  benefit  or 
the  gratification  of  others.  More  than  this,  he  frequently  took  financial  risks 
in  order  to  assist  friends  or  clients,  and  through  the  failure  of  some  of  these 
to  meet  their  obligations  he  suffered  severe  and  irretrievable  losses,  thus 
becoming  unable  to  meet  some  of  his  own  obligations  during  the  later  period 
of  his  life.  All  such  losses  he  bore  without  bitter  complaints  against  those 
through  whose  misfortune  or  carelessness  they  came  upon  him,  though  he 
felt  none  the  less  keenly  their  consequences  both  to  himself  and  others,  as 
occasional  expressions  made  to  those  who  knew  him  best  clearly  showed. 
All  the  many  trials  of  his  life  he  met  with  the  calmness  and  dignity  possible 
only  to  those  who  possess  strong  and  earnest  characters.  From  a  strictly 
business  point  of  view,  actions  like  some  of  his  may  seem  worthy  of  nothing^ 
but  condemnation,  but,  as  they  often  have  for  their  underlying  motive  the 
generous  desire  onh'  to  render  needed  assistance  to  fellow  creatures  in  trouble, 
they,  on  the  other  hand,  deserve  the  highest  commendation.  Every  truly 
unselfish  act — no  matter  what  the  immediate  or  apparent  result  may  be  — 
must  in  some  degree  benefit  its  doer  and  him  for  whom  it  is  done  ;  and  we 
feel  sure  that  the  higher  records  will  bear  testimony  to  the  purity  of  purpose 
prompting  many  such  deeds  in  the  life  of  him  of  whom  we  write,  and  that 
"  verily,  he  shall  have  his  reward." 

Of  a  modest  and  retiring  disposition,  Mr.  Daggett  never  pushed  himself 
forward,  but  left  to  others  the  task  of  finding  out  his  merits.  Indeed  he  never 
seemed  to  fully  appreciate  his  own  talents  and  acquirements,  or  adequately  to 
value  his  professional  services.  He  did  not  seek  office,  but  if  elected  to  places 
of  public  trust,  he  was  certain  to  "  do  with  his  might  what  his  hands  found  to 
do,"  in  the  best  interests  of  his  constituents.  He  was  equally  conscientious  in 
the  performance  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  a  private  citizen.  In  politics  he 
was  a  wiiig,  later  a  republican,  and  a  stanch  adherent  to  the  true  precepts 
of  those  parties.  He  often  took  a  leading  part  in  political  meetings,  and 
frequently  prepared  the  resolves  which  they  had  occasion  to  adopt.  The  rights 
of  citizenship  in  our  great  American  Republic  were  valuable  in  his  eyes,  and 
their  exercise  always  an  important  matter.  He  deemed  it  every  man's  duty 
to  vote  upon  questions  before  the  public,  whether  party  issues  were  great  or 
small,  and  he  himself  was  always  to  be  found  at  town-meetings,  whether  the 
part  he  played  there  was  a  prominent  one  or  simply  that  of  casting  his  ballot. 
He  never  willingly  omitted  this  duty,  and  he  never  laid  it  aside,  for  friends, 
knowing  his  feelings  on  this  subject,  arranged  for  his  speedy  and  comfortable 
conveyance  to  and  from  the  polling  places  during  the  years  of  his  old  age. 

For  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  was  a  member  of  the  New  Eng- 
land   Genealogical  Historical  Society.     In    1854  the  Old  Colony  Historical 
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Society  was  formed  in  'raunton.  and  he  was  one  of  its  constituent  members. 
The  first  president  was  Nathnniil  IMortou,  Esq.  His  death  occurred  two  years 
later,  and  Mr.  Daggett  was  chosen  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  a  suitable  series  of  resoUitions  thereupon,  and  at  the  society's  meet- 
ing, held  April  14,  185(),  when  these  resolutions  were  presented  for  approval, 
he  was  chosen  president.  He  retained  the  oflice  until  his  death,  a  period 
of  almost  thirty  years,  though  during  the  latter  part  of  the  time  his  increasing 
years  and  somewhat  enfeebled  physical  condition  prevented  his  regular  attend- 
ance upon  meetings. 

It  was  allotted  to  :\rr.  and  :\[rs.  Daggett  to  have  almost  a  half-century  of 
married  life.  On  June  18,  1880,  the  anniversary  of  tlieir  wedding,  quite  a 
number  of  neighbors  and  friends  gathered  at  their  pleasant  home  to  offer 
congratulations  upon  the  occasion.  Our  town  poet  —  a  valued  friend  of  the 
family — brought  her  good  wishes  in  rhyme,  and  it  seems  appropriate  to  give 
here  her  pretty  description  of  the  forty  years  of  life's  journey  these  two  had 
traveled  together,  and  ]\rr.  Daggett's  reply  rendered  in  verse  —  the  last  he 

wrote : — 

The  aiifrfl,  in  form  a  woiiian. 
Hath  biililoii  me  "Write," 
Anil  tbe  spirit  of  Love,  unbidden, 
My  thoughts  indite. 

We  lift  the  veil  of  forty  years, 
Pass  in  review  its  hopes  and  fears; 
Turn  back  along  the  train  of  thought 
And  see  the  changes  time  hath  wrought. 
Ere  railroads  with  their  iron  band 
Had  run  and  crost  all  o'er  the  land; 
Ere  telegraph  with  magic  wire 
Had  utilized  the  liglitning's  tire; 
Ere  cable  run  on  ocean's  tloor. 
Or  telephone  from  door  to  door; 
When  "  Weekly ''  the  newspaper  came. 
With  news  that  seemed  nor  old  nor  tame; 
When  nciglil)ors'  girls  went  out  to  help. 
Anil  Hridget,  like  the  foreign  kelp. 
Still  clung  to  her  own  native  shores, 
Nor  yet  had  tended  Yanki^c  doors; 
Wlu-n  matrons  of  an  afternoon. 
Went  out  to  tva,  ami  tongues  kei)t  tune, 
From  three  o'clock  till  waning  light, 
To  knitting-nct-dles  sharp  and  bright, 
Anil  no  one  in  the  town  had  seen 
A  knitting  or  M-wing  niarhinc; 
They  wore  a  drc-s  of  cambric  neiil, 
Apnui  of  xWk,  with  fold  or  "  pleat"; 
And  nnislin  caps;  no  wonder  thi'ii 
'J'hey  sei'ined  so  old  to  cliildnn's  ken. 

'I'lirri  .Saturday  was  baking  day 

(Not  with  gas  stove,  like  child  at  [day) ; 
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The  gaping  oven  opens  wide, 

—  The  bread-trough  standing  close  beside  — 

The  bread  and  pudding  each  in  turn. 

(Meanwhile,  in  shady  porch  the  churn, 

Full  of  rich  cream,  awaiting  stands. 

No  Oleo  then  the  taste  to  cheat. 

Made  up  of  what  we  won't  repeat, 

But  butter  golden,  rich  and  rare, 

The  skillful  hands  with  pride  prepare.) 

The  oven 's  ready :  beat  the  cake ; 

The  pies  of  golden  pumpkin  make; 

The  custard  too  of  milk  and  cream, 

Not  milk  shook  up  by  jarring  team. 

Father  to  clear  the  oven  comes. 

Wake  visions  of  our  early  homes. 

Let  not  the  homely  mem'ries  sleep; 

The  toils  and  pleasures  sacred  keep. 

The  mother  of  our  host  !  to-day, 

Her  name  shall  mingle  with  our  lay, 

The  beauty  of  her  womanhood ; 

Her  common^sense,  uncommon  good. 

To  her  he  owes  the  gentle  grace, 

That  smiles  so  calmly  in  his  face; 

Refinement  of  the  heart  and  air 

That  makes  him  welcome  everywhere 

As  Attleborough's  noble  son ; 

Her  honored,  loved  historian. 

I  will  not.  really  cannot  say 
(For  that  was  just  before  my  day) 
If  all  the  maidens  fair  in  town, 
Looked  with  approval  or  a  frown. 
When  this  young  squire  went  just  outside 
To  choose  a  young  and  blooming  bride. 
But  this  I  know,  that  grafted  fruit 
Is  oft  more  choice  than  native  shoot. 
She  came  to  cheer  and  share  his  life ; 
These  many  years  a  loving  wife. 
Changes  that  come  to  all  have  come; 
Sunshine  and  darkness  filled  the  home, 
Not  everything  the  heart  could  wish 
Drops  into  the  uplifted  dish. 
Sometimes  the  cup  with  joy  o'erflows; 
By  little  graves,  seems  full  of  woes. 
But  the  good  God.  high  over  all. 
Notes  e'en  the  tiny  sparrow's  fall  — 
And  says :  "  Fear  not,  whate'er  betide, 
Thy  Saviour  still  is  at  thy  side." 

The  years  have  brought  the  frost  of  age, 

The  kind  deeds  still  her  hands  engage. 

We  see  her  deck  the  blushing  bride. 

And  stand  the  suflerer's  couch  beside; 

Refraining  from  no  work  of  good 

We  think, '"  She  hath  done  what  she  could." 
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May  till'  old  lovi'.  that  ">  always  new. 
Atteiul  you  all  your  jounioy  throiiirli : 
Cliiiilrcn  l>o  spared  to  <"los(!  your  eyes. 
Auil  (lays  yet  dawn  of  i^lad  surprise: 
With  sunsets  bris^lUer  than  the  morn  ; 
"With  faith  and  hujie  in  Christ  newl)orn; 
And  golden  wedding  days  be  given. 
If  not  on  earth,  above  in  heaven. 


From  thi^  long  stage  of  life  we  turn  our  eyes 
liaek  o'er  the  tlight  of  years,  to  other  days. 
Where  Fancy's  light  illumes  the  morning  skies. 

And  e\er-l)looining  Spring  its  charms  displays. 

In  vain  we  look  for  those,  in  youth's  bright  day. 

Who  trod  the  path  with  us  when  life  began. 
But  dropped  their  burdens  on  the  weary  way. 

Where  many  a  stone  now  marks  life's  shorten'd  span. 

They've  gained  a  happier  clime  and  fairer  shore, 

But  left  us  here  our  lonely  way  to  wend ; 
We'll  patient  tread  the  path  they  trod  before. 

And  meet  them  when  we  reach  our  journey's  end. 

We'll  cheerful  walk  our  life's  allotted  span. 

For  oft  its  setting  sun  will  shine  as  bright. 
In  age,  while  traveling  down  life's  smooth  decline, 

As  when,  in  youth,  it  sheds  its  morning  light. 

We  leave  the  Past  behind  and  look  around. 

O'er  coming  years  —  whate'er  our  lot  may  be. 
When  other  forty  years  have  run  their  round. 

May  all  of  you  be  here  again  to  seel 

Ou  the  teutli  ul"  Feljruarv,  lt>a.'),  ihcrr  was  a  gathering  of  frieuds  at  Mr. 
Daggett's  residence  to  congratulate  him  on  attaining  his  eightieth  birthday  — 
which  proved  to  he  his  last.  At  this  time  a  number  of  his  fellow  citi/.ens 
united  in  presenting  him  witii  a  sulistantial  proof  of  their  good  wishes  in  the 
form  of  a  handsome  ptnse  of  money. 

Throughout  his  life  Mr.  Daggett  enjoyed  for  the  most  part  uniform  good 
health,  occasional  attacks  of  a  iheumatic  nature  being  the  only  interruj)- 
tions  ;  and  this  continued  nnlil  the  very  last  year  he  lived.  in  tlie  antinnn 
of  1884  he  took  wliat  he  calh'd  a  very  severe  cold,  from  wiiich  he  did  not 
rally  for  months  ;  indeeil  he  never  fidly  recovered,  for  this  illness  jiroved  to 
be  "the  beginning  of  the  end."  In  tiie  spring  and  early  summer  of  INH.') 
the  very  severe  and  dangerous  illness  of  his  wife  caused  him  gri-at  anxiety, 
and  just  when  this  had  Ix-gnn  in  some  measure  to  be  relieved  he  was  linowu 
from  a  carriage  and  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life.  'IMir  outward  injinies 
were  apparently  slight,  and  lie  iccuperatt-d  with  wonderful  rapiilily  consid- 
ering his  advanced  ag«!  ;  but  the  internal  shock  he  sustained  produced  an 
unfavorable     effect     iipun    liis    weakening   system,    and    from    tlial    he    never 
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recovered.  As  the  autumn  agaiu  advanced  the  "  cold,"  as  he  insisted  upon 
calling  it,  again  attacked  him  and  he  suffered  at  times  considerably  from 
pain  ;  but  more  and  continuously  from  inability  to  breathe  with  any  degree 
of  ease  or  comfort.  During  this  time  he  passed  many  sleepless  nights, 
walking  from  room  to  room,  resting  now  and  again  perhaps  for  a  few 
moments  in  his  chair  or  on  some  couch,  and  going  repeatedly  to  the  door  to 
gain  an  instant's  relief  from  inhaling  the  fresh  outer  air.  Even  after  weeks 
of  this  experience  his  vitality  was  so  great  that  it  was  thought  he  would  live 
on  for  some  time,  but  that  probably  he  could  not  survive  the  entire  winter. 
The  end  therefore  came  much  sooner  than  was  expected,  and  very  suddenly. 
Weary  and  weak  as  he  had  long  been,  he  never  wholly  gave  up  work,  for 
only  twenty-four  hours  before  he  died  he  walked  slowly  and  painfully  from 
his  sitting-room  to  his  office  and  tried  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  a  client. 
The  hand  of  death  was  even  then  laid  heavily  upon  him.  but  his  quiet,  uncom- 
plaining fortitude  prevented  this  from  being  realized  by  those  about  him.  He 
attempted  to  do  what  was  asked  of  him,  but  his,  until  then,  ever-willing 
hands  refused  to  perform  their  wonted  offices.  He  probably  realized  himself 
the  meaning  of  this  failure,  but  he  made  no  sign.  With  his  usual  gentle 
courtesy  he  apologized  for  liis  inability  to  serve  the  person  in  waiting,  and 
with  the  old  familiar  phrase  begged  him  to  "  call  again  in  a  few  days"  when 
he  should  probably  be  better  of  his  ailment  and  could  attend  to  the  business 
required. 

His  last  day  of  life  was  comparatively  free  from  suffering  and  can  be 
recalled  without  painful  sorrow  by  those  who  were  with  him  at  the  time.  In 
the  early  evening  of  Sunday,  December  13,  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years, 
ten  months  and  three  days,  he  passed  away  —  quiet  and  peaceful  in  his 
death  as  he  had  ever  been  in  his  life.  He  died  of  no  special  disease,  but 
because  his  physical  powers  were  worn  out,  because  the  work  allotted  him  to 
do  on  earth  was,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Supreme  Ruler,  finished.  For  a  year  or 
two  previous  to  his  death  a  slight  imperfection  in  his  hearing  was  at  times 
noticeable,  but  his  eyesight  always  remained  wholly  unimpaired.  In  this 
way  he  was  remarkable,  for  he  never  wore  glasses,  and  was  always  able  to 
read  fine  print  with  ease  and  to  write  readily  by  lamplight  —  the  one  a  habit 
formed  for  pleasure,  the  other  a  custom  he  had  been  obliged  to  adopt  and 
follow  constantly,  a  great  deal  of  his  writing,  both  professional  and  literary, 
having  been  done  after  nightfall.  He  retained  all  his  mental  faculties  to  an 
unusual  degree,  for  there  was  never  the  slightest  diminution  in  this  regard 
apparent.  His  mind  was  perfectly  clear  to  the  very  last,  for  he  conversed 
rationally  and  distinctly  in  a  manner  to  show  his  comprehension  of  himself 
and  his  surroundings  frequently  during  his  last  hours,  and  spoke  in  the  same 
clear  and  sensible  way  onh'  a  few  moments  before  his  decease.  His  friends 
were  happily  spared  the  grief  of  witnessing  the  decay  of  his  bright  intellect, 
for  he   had  no  days   of  feeble,  helpless   "'  second  childhood,"  either  physi- 
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cally  or  mentally,  and  the  pleasures  of  the  life  he  loved  —  the  life  of  real 
companionship  with  books  and  pen  —  were  never  denied  to  him,  lint  were 
enjoyed  and  appreciated  with  the  eager  zest  of  his  earlier  years  even  to  the 
very  end. 

Mrs.  Daggett  survived  her  husliand  n\\\y  six  months.  She  died  at  the 
residence  of  Miss  Susan  Thacher  on  Hank  Street,  .lune  22,  188(),  after  a 
long  and  extremely  painful  illness  which  had  severely  shattered  her  l)ody, 
and  to  some  extent  her  mind ;  but  could  never  quench  her  brave  and  cheer- 
ful spirit.  She  was  buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband  and  children  in  the 
"Old  Kirk  Yard."  With  the  death  of  these  two  one  of  Attleborough's 
pleasantest  homes  for  nearly  fifty  years  was  broken  up,  though  cherished 
memories  of  it  and  of  them  will  long  remain. 

Mr.  Daggett  had  been  president  of  the  trustees  of  the  Kichardson  school 
fund  since  the  first  board  was  elected  ;  a  period  of  more  than  forty  years. 
At  a  meeting  of  this  board  of  Trustees  held  December  16,  1885,  the  follow- 
ing, among  several  other  resolutions,  was  unanimously  adopted:  '•'' Resolved, 
That  we  mourn  the  removal  of  a  wise  and  faithful  President  of  this  corpo- 
ration, and  the  loss  to  this  community  of  a  .citizen  whose  public  spirit  and 
whose  courteous  and  honorable  character  have  won  the  respect  and  regard 
of  all." 

On  January  22,  1.S86,  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Old  Colony  Historical 
Society  was  held  at  Taunton.  In  the  course  of  his  address,  reviewing  the 
year  just  past,  the  vice-president.  Rev.  S.  Hopkins  Emory,  in  speaking  of 
Mr.  Daggett,  said  :  "I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  deep  sense  of 
personal  bereavement,  and  the  exceeding  great  value  of  the  deceased  to  the 
Old  Colony  Historical  Society  as  a  member  and  an  otHcer.  His  industry  in 
historical  research,  his  untarnished  reputation  in  his  profession  as  a  lawyer 
and  in  social  life  made  bis  name  a  tower  of  strength,  a  credit  and  a  comfort 
to  us.  We  have  abundant  reason  to  mourn  his  loss."  A  memorial  of  Mr. 
Daggett  prepared  by  the  Society's  historiographer.  Judge  Fuller,  was  read 
at  this  meeting,  and  after  the  election  of  officers  his  successor  as  president, 
Mr.  Emory,  proposed  the  following  action  ujjon  his  death,  which  the 
society  adopted:  '■'•  Whereas,  The  Hon.  .John  Daggett,  second  President  of 
the  C)ld  Colony  Historical  Society,  who  had  served  it  in  that  c:ipaeity  nearly 
thirty  years,  has  recently  been  called  away  by  death.  This  is  to  record  our 
appreciation,  as  a  society,  of  the  liigh  moral  character  of  tiic  deceased  — 
those  admiral)le  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which  so  endeared  him  to  his 
friends  and  brought  such  honor  to  this  society  over  which  he  so  long  prisickd. 
In  his  profession  as  a  lawyer,  in  all  the  olllces  of  responsibility  and  trust 
which  he  was  called  to  fill,  his  reputation  was  unsullied.  Ever  courteous, 
polite,  and  kind,  he  was  deservedly  popuhir.  With  a  natural  aptitude  for 
historical  research,  he  was  eminently  successful  in  gathering  rich  stores  of 
facts  concerning  his  own  town    in    p.-irticuhir.    and    the  <  )Id   (  olmiy  generally  ; 
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so  that,  although  dead,  he  will  yet  live  as  the  historian  of  Attleborough  and 
the  long-time  President  of  the  Historical  Society,  of  which  he  was  an 
original  member." 

The  librarian  of  the  society,  in  writing  of  him  and  referring  to  theii-  long 
and  pleasant  acquaintance  of  over  sixty  years,  says  :  "  No  man  living  ever 
held  my  esteem  and  regard  so  warmly  as  John  Daggett.  We  elected  and 
reelected  him  our  President  year  after  year,  and  never  was  an  opposing  vote 
given  to  supersede  him  while  living.  I  say  this  that  it  may  be  known  in 
what  estimation  he  was  held  and  how  he  was  appreciated  by  his  Taunton 
friends  and  members  of  the  society."  The  same  writer,  Mr.  J.  W.  D.  Hall, 
in  an  obituary  notice  printed  in  a  Taunton  paper,  further  says:  "  He  has 
also  been  several  years  preparing  a  more  elaborate  history  of  that  flourishing 
town  (Attleborough) ,  its  ancient  and  modern  enterprises  and  industries  that 
have  gi'own  up  to  annual  millions,  which  he  leaves  in  manuscript.  He  has 
also  devoted  some  of  his  leisure  time  to  the  investigation  of  the  Old  Colony 
and  North  Purchase  settlements  in  connection  with  the  original  lines  of  the 
ancient  town  of  Rehoboth,  and  was  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  posted  anti- 
quarians. His  genial  kindliness,  courtesy,  and  integrity  of  character,  as  a 
counselor  and  friend  —  always  ready  to  say  a  kind  word,  never  a  hard  one  — 
secured  for  him  the  title  of  '  honest  John  Daggett,'  which  he  wore  with 
modest  grace  and  merit  from  his  college  days,  during  these  sixty  years,  to  the 
time  when  '  death  claimed  a  shining  mark.'  He  has  passed  away,  but  his 
lifelong  deeds  of  kindness  will  live  after  him,  and  his  memory  as  the  Chris- 
tian gentleman  will  ever  be  cherished." 

A  Mr.  Everett,  of  East  Princeton,  this  State,  a  descendant  of  Attleborough 
people  who  emigrated  to  that  town  in  1764,  wrote  thus  in  a  communication 
dated  December  27,  1885,  which  he  sent  to  the  Advocate:  "I  formed  the 
acquaintance  of  Mr.  Daggett,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Boston,  in 
the  winter  of  1836.  I  was  more  interested  in  Mr.  Daggett,  not  alone  from 
his  representing  Old  Attleborough  in  the  Legislature,  but  from  the  fact  that 
we  were  two  of  the  four  youngest  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  were  in  age  from  twenty-eight  to  thii'ty.  Julius  Rockwell,  now  Judge  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  our.  State,  and  the  talented  statesman  and  keen 
debater,  and  Robert  Rantoul,  Jr.,  were  the  other  two  young  members 
referred  to.  Mr.  Daggett  never  made  speeches — certainly  never  to  exhibit 
egotistically  any  pride  of  oratory.  He  was  an  influential  member  of  any 
committee  upon  which  he  was  placed.  He  was  always  on  duty,  carefully 
examining  every  bill  or  resolve  presented,  and  never  giving  his  approval  to 
any  act  or  measure  that  was  not  approved  by  his  judgment  for  the  good  of 
the  State.  As  a  friend  he  was  always  social,  agreeable,  and  confiding.  He 
was  eminently  a  true  Christian  gentleman.  But  his  life  work  is  done,  and  he 
has  passed  over  the  river  to  the  immortal  shores  of  the  better  land,  and  has 
had  accorded  to  him  the  '  Welcome,  good  and  faithful  servant.'"     This  inter- 
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esting  article  elost's  witli  these  words:  '"Weill  Attlehuruugli  of  one  biiu- 
dred  aud  twenty  years  ago  was  purely  a  farming  town  ;  but  now  various 
industries  of  this  teeming  age  eclipse  too  nuieh  the  honest  farmer's  toil  and 
produce.  Hut  anyway  may  blessings  rest  on  old  Attleltorougii  evermore"  —  a 
sentiment  which  would  have  met  witli  a  truly  heartfelt  response  from  tlie  lips 
of  him  whose  death  occasioned  the  writing  of  the  reminiscences,  some  of 
which  have  l)een  quoted,  could  he  but  have  read  it. 

A  townsman  writes  of  him  as  "■  one  of  the  oldest  and  perhaps  liest  known 
citizens  of  AttlelK)rough."  (And  it  is  perhaps  needless  to  say  that  his  repu- 
tation was  not  conlined  to  his  native  town.)  '^  But  for  him  the  history  of 
the  town  would  probably  have  been  a  blank  to  this  day.  When  we  remember 
that  ^Ir.  Daggett  had  been  fifty-five  years  a  practising  lawyer  and  that  he 
retained  his  activity  until  the  very  last,  going  from  his  room  to  his  oHice  to 
meet  a  client  the  day  before  his  death,  we  may  form  some  conception  of  the 
amount  of  valuable  work  he  had  in  its  aggregate  accomplished.  He  saw  the 
town  of  Attleborough  increase  its  population  more  than  tenfold,  aud  his 
native  village  grow  from  a  church,  a  tavern,  and  three  dwellings  to  its 
present  flourishing  condition.  He  was  a  man  of  active  mind,  careful  aud 
shrewd  in  his  profession,  a  well-read  antiquarian  and  historian,  aud  kept 
thoroughlv  up  with  the  political  aud  social  movements  of  his  time.  In  his 
family  he  was  kind  and  courteous,  and  much  attached  to  those  bound  to  him 
in  the  ties  of  kin.  His  manners  were  learned  in  the  time  when  children  were 
taught  j)oliteness  and  courtesy  was  not  a  lost  art.  He  cairied  into  his  con- 
verse with  every  one  a  dignity  yet  pleasantness  of  demeanor  which  is  seldom 
met  in  the  younger  generation.  He  will  be  missed  throughout  the  wide  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances  which  his  fourscore  yeais  of  life  had  gathered 
about  him.     He  goes  to  his  rest  full  of  years  and  of  deeds." 

Another  townsman  writes:  ''Although  in  his  later  ye:irs  he  has  been  com- 
pelled to  lead  a  more  quiet  life,  for  many  years  he  was  prominent  in  i)ublic 
affairs  and  since  his  retirement  has  exercised  a  steady  iuHuence,  being 
frequently  sougiit  for  counsel  and  information,  not  oidy  on  matters  directly 
connected  with  his  profession,  Imt  ui)on  literary  :ind  historical  siibjects,  upon 
which  he  was  an  acknowledged  authority.  For  over  half  a  century  he  con- 
tinued his  legal  practice,  reduced  of  course  in  amount  in  his  later  years.  He 
was  particular  about  having  only  cases  which  he  thought  were  founded  on 
justice,  and  identilied  iiimself  heartily  with  his  client's  interests.  In  many 
ways  he  was  helpful  to  those  in  need  of  legal  services,  and  ever  seemed  more 
anxious  to  be  of  service  than  to  win  a  linancial  gain.  As  :i  |)ublic  si'rvant 
he  was  careful,  faithful,  honorable,  serviceable,  and  respected,  recognized  as 
an  equal  among  experienced  legislators  and  ollicials.  II is  greatest  taste  was 
for  antiquarian  researclies  and  historical  information.  He  prol)ably  knew 
more  about  Attleborough  people  and  their  connections  all  over  the  country  tiian 
jinv  other  j)erson.     \\\\\\  nice  literary  tastes  a!id  possessing  a  large  bbrary. 
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he  was  well  read,  not  ouh'  in  standard  literature,  but  in  all  the  events, 
literary,  social,  and  political,  of  the  present  time.  He  was  a  pleasant  con- 
verser,  and  ever  ready  to  give  to  others,  in  a  most  gracious  way,  the  results 
of  his  long  experience.  His  character  was  pure,  his  bearing  dignified,  his 
manners  courtly,  his  disposition  kind.  Retiring  in  his  manners,  for  one  so 
useful  in  a  public  way,  he  was  a  very  approachable  man,  seeking  no  honors, 
shirking  no  responsibilities.  He  realized  in  its  fullest  sense  the  word  gentle- 
man. A  good,  well-balanced,  honorable,  useful  life  was  rounded  with  a 
sleep." 

An  old  lawyer  friend  speaks  of  him  as  a  better  lawyer  than  advocate, 
saying  that  while  he  prepared  his  cases  well  and  thoroughly,  he  disturbed 
himself  over  the  closing  of  the  same  to  the  jur}',  and  therefore  almost 
always  had  Mr.  Clifford  or  Mr.  Read,  or  some  other  of  their  special  class, 
make  the  closing  arguments  for  him.  The  same  friend  says  again:  "He 
was  interested  in  and  thoroughly  read  in  Probate  Law.  He  was  not  a 
man  of  great  force  or  executive  ability,  but  as  counselor  he  was  thorough 
and  reliable.  He  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who  were  brought 
in  contact  with  him  as  a  man  or  lawyer.  Frankness,  and  not  duplicity,  was 
his  leading  characteristic." 

In  the  necrology  of  Brown  University  for  the  year  1885-86  may  be  found 
the  following  words  relating  to  Mr.  Daggett:  "  His  legal  and  general  knowl- 
edge and  his  good  judgment,  together  with  his  public  spirit  and  integrity  and 
fidelity,  won  for  him  the  confidence  and  the  suffrages  of  his  townsmen,  and 
also  ensured  him  success  in  the  different  places  of  trust  which  he  filled.  He 
also  found  time  for  literary  and  historical  studies.  His  interest  in  inquiries 
and  studies  pertaining  to  the  objects  of  these  societies  (the  Old  Colony 
Historical  and  New  England  Genealogical  Society)  induced  him  to  write  and 
publish  the  history  of  his  native  town  of  Attleborough,  a  task  which  he  so 
worthily  discharged  as  to  win  for  him,  with  the  respect  and  love  of  his 
townsmen,  the  name  and  influence  of  an  authority  in  all  that  pertained  to  the 
annals  of  their  town.  Yet  apart  from  that  good  service  he  was  M'idely 
known  and  esteemed  in  Attleborough,  and  a  popular  man  throughout  the 
State." 

Mr.  Daggett  was  to  the  last  days  of  his  life  a  loyal  son  of  his  Alma 
Mater.  To  the  last  he  preserved  a  fresh  and  active  interest  in  all  that  per- 
tained to  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  university,  and  he  especially 
delighted  when  within  its  loved  borders  to  talk  over  with  his  classmates  and 
fellow  students,  as  they  gathered  there  from  year  to  year,  the  well  remem- 
bered and  deeply  cherished  experiences  of  their  college  life. 

Mr.  Daggett's  funeral  occurred  December  17,  1885.  A  very  beautiful 
and  touching  service  for  the  invalid  wife  was  conducted  at  his  residence  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Barton.  The  members  of  the  bar  in  town  bore  him  on  his  final 
earthly  journey,  and  a  number  of  prominent  citizens  of  his  native  village. 
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and  o\(\  friends  and  representative  men  from  all  parts  of  the  town  attended 
him  as  bearers,  or  as  a  special  mark  of  respect.  It  was  fitting  that  his  last 
resting-place  this  side  the  grave  should  l»e  in  the  edifice  of  that  church  whose 
historv  he  had  followed  with  so  much  interest,  for  whose  welfare  he  long  and 
faithfully  had  labored,  and  whose  wonted  place  within  its  walls  had  during 
more  than  threescore  years  and  ten  so  seldom  been  vacant.  Many  friends 
from  town  and  from  abroad  gathered  there  and  followed  him  as  he  passed  up 
its  familiar  aisle  for  the  last  time.  Aijpropriate  music  was  rendered  and  his 
favorite  hymn,  "Rock  of  Ages,"  was  remembered.  The  discourse  was 
delivered  by  Mr.  Barton,  and  an  outline  of  it  follows. 

"  The  leading  facts  about  him  we  mourn  have  already  been  made  public. 
His  life  covered  an  important  period  of  the  nation's  history,  and  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  world,  lie  was  born,  1805,  died  1885,  a  brief  statement;  but 
how  much  happened  between  those  dates,  and  how  well  he  improved  those 
years !  The  year  of  his  birth  Lord  Nelson  defeated  the  combined  fleets  of 
France  and  Spain  at  Trafalgar ;  in  that  year  France  became  an  empire. 
Our  own  country  had  about  six  millions  of  people.  How  great  a  change 
there  is  from  the  time  one  fellow-citizen  made  his  entrance  into  the  world,  to 
the  time  of  his  exit !  What  a  contrast  is  his  native  town  at  his  departure  to 
what  it  was  at  his  birth  !  This  village  in  1<S05  had  a  church,  tavern,  and 
three  dwellings.  For  many  years  he  wrought  faithfully,  was  most  active, 
respected,  honored.  He  had  an  active  mind,  varied  attainments,  was  public 
spirited,  well  informed  on  all  public  questions,  and  it  is  not  strange  that 
he  was  so  serviceable  to  this  town  and  to  ditferent  generations.  The  profes- 
sion of  law  seems  to  demand  more  real  brain  work  than  any  other,  though 
different  in  kind.  Our  most  important  temporal  matters  depend  upon  the 
work  of  the  profession  of  which  he  was  a  wise,  an  honored,  and  an  active 
member.  His  character  was  so  real,  so  open,  so  well  known,  there  seems 
little  need  to  enlarge  upon  it  to  those  familiar  with  him.  Let  us  see  how  his 
life  touched  our  own.  In  talking  with  him  and  linding  the  i)urity  and  lofti- 
ness of  his  motives,  one  was  reminded  of  the  text.  '  Wluitsoi'ver  things  are 
true,  whatsoever  things  are  honest,  whatsoever  things  are  pure,  whatsoever 
things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things  are  of  gocjd  report,'  for  he  seemed  to 
move  in  harnu^ny  with  these  ideas.  Always  and  easily  a  gentleman,  he  was 
never  in  too  nuuh  haste  to  exchange  civilities  graciously  and  gracefully. 
His  mind  and  heart  were  set  upon  the  history  of  his  native  town."  The 
speaker  dwelt  at  large  upon  the  value  of  this  history,  ''  to  the  student,  to 
the  patriotic,  to  all,"  and  the  patience,  accuracy,  and  diligence  which  had 
been  put  into  the  work  were  highly  commended.  The  discourse  was  closed 
with  these  words  :  "  He  was  busily  engaged  in  compiling  facts  for  a  larger 
and  more  complete  history,  but  he  is  gone  without  aecomplishing  it.  Oh, 
the  facts  which  i)erished  when  this  man  died!  Oh,  the  threads  whieh  ended 
when  he  passed  away  I  Who  will  take  up  tlic  woi  k  where  he  left  it  and  com- 
plete the  monument  he  was  erecting?" 
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A  long-time  aud  honored  friend,  and  the  president  of  his  loved  institution, 
Dr.  E.  G.  Robinson,  of  Brown  University,  then  paid  a  most  beautiful  tribute 
to  the  life  aud  character  of  Mr.  Daggett,  in  words  something  like  these : 
"  Death,  come  when  it  may,  and  as  often  as  it  may,  never  fails  to  fill  the 
mind  with  awe.  For  a  [long]  valued  spirit  entering  upon  the  untried  and 
unknown,  we  cannot  grieve  as  for  one  smitten  in  early  manhood,  or  in  the 
midst  of  mature  years.  He  was  a  shock  of  corn  fully  ripened  and  ready  for 
the  harvest.  Not  a  self-seeker,  not  obtrusive,  content  with  himself  and  the 
realities  of  his  life,  strikingly  in  contrast  with  the  present  men  and  times, 
never  seeking  favor,  possessed  of  a  good  reputation,  he  was  a  man  of  far 
more  ability  than  was  always  recognized.  He  really  had  a  perfectly  stain- 
less character ;  he  was  a  product  of  Christian  civilization,  a  real  man  [a 
single-minded  man],  gentle  to  an  excessive  degree,  modest,  but  real.  Is 
there  any  higher  plane  ?  He  was  self-sacrificing,  content  to  be  simply  faith- 
ful to  his  duty,  honest  in  heart,  purpose,  and  deed.  He  never  sought  office ; 
it  was  thrust  upon  him.  Many,  nearly  all,  with  whom  he  was  associated  in 
the  law  have  passed  away ;  the}'  were  men  of  ability  and  wide  reputation. 
He  was  the  last  but  one  of  his  [college]  class.  He  did  not  practice  law 
chiefly  for  gain,  but  he  performed  much  gratuitous  service.  He  knew  more 
about  the  old  families  of  the  town  and  their  descendants  than  any  other 
man  in  the  State  or  country,  and  has  preserved  material  for  some  one  to  com- 
plete and  publish.  He  never  allowed  himself  to  be  ruflfled  by  men,  he  never 
ruflfled  any  one  else.  Can  the  influence  of  such  a  man  be  anything  but  good? 
Pure,  kind,  faithful,  helpful,  gentle,  he  wrought  his  life  work  aud  now  he  has 
fallen  on  sleep." 

A  townsman  says  :  "  At  the  completion  of  the  services,  one  of  the  town's 
greatest  men  was  laid  at  rest  in  the  old  kirkyard  in  the  rear  of  the  church." 
By  the  strong,  kind  hands  of  friends  he  was  carried  to  that  sacred  spot,  aud 
by  them  gently  and  tenderly  lowered  into  his  grave.  He  lies  in  the  place  of 
his  expressed  desire,  near  his  mother,  in  the  soil  he  loved  so  well,  surrounded 
by  many  members  of  his  own  family,  and  with  many  of  his  kindred  near. 
May  he  rest  there  undisturbed  till  the  last  sound  of  time  shall  usher  in  eternity ! 

Such  in  brief  was  the  life  of  John  Daggett,  such  his  death,  and  such  a  few 
of  the  honest,  heartfelt  expressions  of  commendation  of  his  character  and 
career.  No  man  ever  loved  his  native  town  with  a  deeper,  warmer,  more 
faithful  and  stedfast  love  than  he,  no  man  was  ever  more  zealous  in  her  cause 
or  worked  in  her  interests  with  a  nobler,  more  generous  fidelity  than  he. 
He  has  given  tangible  and  enduring  proof  of  the  reality  and  earnestness  of 
his  affection  by  the  careful  collection  and  preservation  of  many  of  the  facts 
to  be  found  in  this  book,  and  the  name  to  which  the  work  entitles  him  —  one 
he  highly  prized,  and  the  one  by  which  he  will  be  best  known  and  longest 
remembered,  is  the  name  — 

THE  HISTORIAN   OF  ATTLEBOROUGH. 


INTRODUCTION   TO   THE    FIRST   EDITION. 


This  little  work  is  designed  principally  for  the  citizens  of  this  town.  The  subject  is  not 
presumed  to  be  of  sufficient  interest  to  attract  the  particular  attention  of  strangers.  I  have, 
therefore,  entered  into  details  and  local  descriptions  which  will  not  be  interesting  to  readers  in 
general,  but  only  to  those  who  are  connected  with  the  scene  by  association  or  locality. 

The  work  originated  in  a  Lecture  delivered  before  the  Lyceum  in  Attleborough  in  1830, 
which  was  prepared  without  the  most  distant  idea  of  publication.  The  subject,  though  an  old 
one.  being  entirely  new  to  the  hearers,  excited  much  interest.  At  the  earnest  request  of  many 
of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  the  town,  I  concluded  to  prepare  it  for  publication,  to  be 
included  in  a  mere  pamphlet  of  about  sixty  pages.  In  compliance  with  what  seemed  the 
general  wish,  proposals  were  accordingly  issued,  to  ascertain  if  sufficient  encouragement  would 
be  given  to  justify  the  undertaking.  But  in  the  prosecution  of  my  researches  new  materials 
were  found,  and  the  work  multiplied  upon  my  hands,  until  it  has  extended  to  more  than 
double  its  original  size. 

When  the  author  attempted  to  prepare  even  a  brief  lecture  on  the  subject  and  began  to  make 
inquiries  accordingly,  he  was  told  that  it  was  in  vain  —  that  no  materials  existed  from  which  a 
sketch  could  be  formed,  particularly  in  relation  to  our  early  history.  The  attempt  indeed  was 
at  first  discouraging.  The  field  was  new  and  unexplored.  Thei'e  was  no  light  "  to  lead  my 
blind  way"  through  the  dark  labyrinths  of  the  past.  Little  or  nothing  was  contained  in  other 
works  to  which  I  could  refer  for  aid.  The  spot  had  almost  escaped  the  prying  curiosity  of 
the  antiquarian.  I  found,  however,  after  diligent  and  laborious  research,  facts  enough  to  make 
up  the  present  volume. 

The  materials  which  are  here  embodied  have  been  derived  mostly  from  original  sources.  I 
have  gathered  "  here  a  little,  and  there  a  little."  Tradition  has  supplied  a  part;  for  some  facts 
I  am  indebted  to  the  recollections  of  the  aged;  others  I  have  industriously  gleaned  from  a  mass 
of  voluminous  and  almost  illegible  records  and  other  manuscripts.  I  have  left  nothing 
uusearched  which  might  throw  light  on  the  early  history  of  the  town. 

The  object  of  this  work  is  not  mere  amusement,  but  the  preservation  of  facts.  I  have 
therefore  selected  not  merely  what  might  be  interesting  at  the  present  time,  but  what  might 
be  valuable  for  future  reference.  Hence  some  may  think  that  it  is  too  minute  in  the  relation 
of  circumstances;  but  others,  knowing  the  true  objects  of  such  a  work,  will  be  rather  inclined 
to  complain  that  it  is  not  minute  enough.  Minuteness  and  detail  are,  in  fact,  the  principal 
merit  of  local  histories.  Such  works  will  furnish  materials  for  more  general  history.  This  is 
the  design ;  or  at  least,  one  great  benefit  to  be  derived  from  them  is  the  collection  and  pres- 
ervation of  facts  for  a  more  full  and  perfect  historj'  of  the  country.  Many  items  which  have 
been  collected  together  in  these  pages,  however  unimportant  now.  will  be  curiosities  to  future 
generations.  They  will  become  more  interesting,  as  time  throws  its  thickening  shadows  over 
the  actors  and  events  of  the  past. 

I  have  seized  the  present  moment  and  gathered  what  could  be  obtained  from  tradition,  and 
thus  arrested  what  was  rapidly  passing  into  the  gulf  of  oblivion.  I  have  been  particularly 
minute  in  describing  the  transactions  connected  with  the  Revolution.  Those  who  lived  in 
that  age  —  who  saw,  and  acted  in,  the  great  scenes  which  then  transpired,  and  who  alone  can 
give  us  correct  and  circumstantial  accounts  of  that  period,  will  in  a  very  few  years  more  have 
passed  from  the  stage  of  life;  and  thus  interesting  and  important  facts  will  be  irrecoverably 
lost  to  us  and  to  posterity,  unless  now  rescued  and  embodied  in  a  durable  form.  The  present 
is  the  only  time  to  obtain  minute  and  circumstantial  accounts  of  the  Revolution.  Even  now, 
since  the  commencement  of  this  work,  several,  from  whom  I  have  obtained  facts  in  relation  to 
that  period,  have  descended  to  the  silence  of  the  grave.    It  is  hoped,  that  every  opportunity 
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will  bo  improved,  to  collect  iiiforiiiatioii  from  those  who  were  personally  eiijrageii  in  the  scenes 
of  the  Kevolution.  ere  they  shall  disappear  from  the  staire  of  life.  It  is  useless  to  disjiuise  that 
the  labor  and  expense  of  collecting  the  materials  and  preparing  the  work,  brief  and  imperfect 
as  it  is,  have  far  exceeded  my  expectations.  Indeed,  no  one,  until  he  has  tried  the  experiment, 
can  fully  apjireciate  the  labor  and  jtatience  and  perseverance  which  are  requisite  in  (Connecting 
insulated  facts  and  suiiplying  broken  links  in  the  chain,  and  the  perplexity  which  is  caused  in 
reconciling  apparent  contradictions  and  removing  doubts.  I  have,  however,  no  expectation  of 
receiving  an  adequate  compensation  for  the  time  and  exi)ense  bestowed  upon  the  work ;  Init  the 
consciousness  of  having  redeemed  from  undeserved  neglect  the  names  of  our  worthy  fore- 
fathers, and  rescued  from  oblivion  many  facts  in  the  history  of  my  native  town  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  irrecoverably  lost,  will  be,  if  not  a  sufticient  reward,  at  least  a  consolation. 

Such  a  work.  I  am  aware,  is  of  no  great  consequence  to  any  l)ut  those  who  are  connected 
with  the  town.  But  it  takes  many  little  rills  to  make  up  the  great  current  of  history.  All 
these  things  tend  to  throw  light  on  the  interesting  subject  of  our  early  history;  and  in  this 
view  every  historical  fact,  however  minute  or  unimportant  in  itself,  is  valuable  and  worthy  of 
preservation.  And  it  may  be  truly  said  that  he  has  not  labored  in  vain  who  has  added  one 
new  truth  to  what  is  already  known,  or  elucidated  one  dark  spot  in  his  country's  history. 

In  the  extracts  which  have  been  made  from  ancient  records  I  have  retained  the  orignal  dates 
and  the  titles  which  were  bestowed  in  accordance  with  the  customs  of  former  times.  Even  the 
most  inferior  titles  then  conferred  some  distinction.  In  the  earliest  records  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  "  Corporal  and  Sergeant"  such-a-one.  Ensign,  Lieutenant,  and  Captain  were  invariably 
applied  to  those  who  could  claim  the  honor.  Even  the  title  of  31r.,  whicli  is  now  without  dis- 
tinction, on  account  of  its  indiscriminate  application,  was  once  esteemed  an  honor  to  which 
but  few  could  aspire  I 

I  have  lal)ored  to  be  accurate,  but  some  errors  have  doubtless  escaped  the  closest  attention. 
If  any  should  be  observed,  it  will  be  esteemed  a  favor  if  those  who  have  the  means  will 
communicate  the  correction. 

Attlebokough.  January,  1834. 


T^O  search  the  records  of  the  past, 
Recall  the  scenes  of  early  days, 
Was  his,  whose  memory  will  last 

Beyond  the  poet's  lays. 
But  with  the  task  yet  incomplete. 

The  purpose  unfulfilled, 
A  messenger,  that  comes  for  all, 

His  mortal  pulses  stilled. 

His  mantle  falling  rests  on  one 

Endowed  with  youth  and  power 
To  bring  the  work  her  father  left 

Down  to  the  present  hour. 
Upon  this  page  of  History 

With  gratitude  we  look 
And  bless  the  art  of  magic  skill 

That  saves  it  in  a  book. 
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CHAPTER   I. 


Settlement  of  Rehoboth. — Purchase  of  the  Tract  Called  Rehoboth 
North  Purchase. — Proceedings  of  the  Proprietors.  —  Captain 
Thomas  Willett,  etc. 

IN  1643  a  company  was  formed  at  Weymouth,  Mass.,  consisting  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Newman  and  a  large  portion  of  his  congregation,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  a  new  settlement  in  this  vicinity.  They  purchased  a 
large  tract  of  land  of  the  Sachem  of  Pokanoket,  including  what  is  now 
Rehoboth,  Seekonk,  Pawtucket,  East  Providence,  and  a  part  of  Swansea, 
then  known  by  the  name  of  Wannamoisett ;  and  in  the  spring  of  1644 
removed  to  a  place  then  called  by  the  Indians  Seacunke,  and  commenced 
their  settlement  around  the  Great  Plain.  This  was  the  Rehoboth  Purchase. 
It  was  purchased  of  Massasoit,  and  one  inducement  in  the  selection  of  this 
particular  tract  by  the  settlers  of  Rehoboth  may  probably  have  been  the  fact 
that  it  included  a  large,  level  plain  clear  of  wood  and  ready  for  cultivation. 
Here  the  inhabitants  continued  with  many  additions  to  their  number  as  a 
distinct  and  independent  settlement  until  .June  4,  1645,  when  they  were 
found  to  be  within  the  limits  and  were  adopted  into  the  jurisdiction  of 
Plymouth  Colony,  to  whose  territory  this  tract  belonged,  and  were  incorpor- 
ated as  a  township  by  the  scriptural  name  of  Rehoboth. 

Here  was  then  principally  a  wilderness  with  no  other  settlement  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  the  nearest  being  the  then  new  settlement  at  Cohannet, 
Taunton,  distant  about  twelve  miles.  The  Rehoboth  plantation  prospered 
and  continued  to  receive  accessions  from  new  emigrants  and  also  from  the 
settlements  near  Plymouth,  from  Duxbury,  Marshfield,  and  Scituate,  some 
from  Boston,  Dorchester,  Roxbury,  Hingham,  Dedham,  and  some  more 
emigrants  from  Weymouth,  the  former  residence  of  the  original  settlers. 
These  people  were  almost  entirely  from  Massachusetts  Colony,  who  landed  at 
Boston  in  1630  and  subsequently,  and  the  location  of  Rehoboth  was  deemed 
favorable,  as  it  was  situated  on  the  borders  of  the  Narragansett  Bay. 
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The  principal  men  of  this  settlement  were  a  substantial  and  intelligent 
class  of  people,  and  seem  to  have  been  above  the  average,  possessing  in  a 
marked  degree  the  characteristics  required  in  pioneers.  Their  first  minister 
seems  to  liave  been  especially  qualified  for  the  position  he  occupied.  Most 
of  the  first  generation  of  ministers  in  tlie  New  England  colonies  were  learned 
men,  educated  in  the  universities  in  England,  at  first  ministers  of  the 
Established  Church,  who,  from  non-conformity,  were  obliged  to  flee  from 
religious  persecution  at  home  and  to  seek  an  asylum  in  the  American  wilder- 
ness. Many  of  them  were  eminently  practical  men,  fitted  by  their  varied 
experience  in  life  to  be  the  advisers,  the  guides,  or  the  pioneers  of  their 
flocks  in  these  early  settlements.  Such  was  Samuel  Newman,  who  led  his 
people  into  the  rough  and  hardy  soil  of  Rehoboth,  where  he  remained  in  the 
laborious  and  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  as  pastor  of  the  first  church  for 
a  period  of  twenty  years  until  his  death.  He  was  the  son  of  Richard  New- 
man, and  was  born  in  Banbury,  Oxfordshire,  in  1602,  of  a  family  "more 
eminent  and  more  ancient  than  most  in  the  realm  of  England,"  and  was 
baptized  by  a  clergyman  of  that  parish.  May  24,  1602.  He  was  educated  at 
Cambridge,  England,  having  entered  Trinity  College  there,  March  3.  1619. 
He  preached  in  several  places  after  leaving  the  University,  and  emigrated  to 
this  country  about  1636.  He  was  a  short  time  at  Dorchester,  then  removed 
to  Weymouth,  and  finally  to  Rehoboth.  He  died  July  5,  1663,  and  the 
manner  of  his  death  was  somewhat  peculiar,  as  he  had  a  certain  premonition 
of  it,  and  stated  that  it  would  occur.  He  was  apparently  in  good  health,  but 
suddenlv  exi)ired  on  the  day  named.  He  was  buried  in  the  old  burying- 
ground  at  Seekonk.  His  dust  has  there  mingled  with  his  mother  earth,  but 
no  monument  marks  the  spot.  A  man  of  so  much  usefulness  and  distinction 
in  his  dav  and  generation  should  not  Ik-  suffered  to  remain  without  oven  the 
ordinary  memorials  of  the  dead  —  such  as  mark  the  last  resting-places  of 
the  most  humble  tenants  of  the  grave.  We  often  neglect  the  living  and 
honor  tlie  dead  ;  but  we  sometimes  honor  the  living  and  forget  the  dead. 

Mr.  Newman  was  especially  remarkahli'  as  being  the  author  of  a  Concord- 
ance of  tiie  Bible,  a  vohiniinoiis  work,  a  most  laborious  one  to  accomplish, 
and  wliicii  sliows  him  to  have  been  a  very  learned  man.  The  first  edition 
was  pulilished  in  London  in  1643,  about  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Hehol)Oth. 
While  there  lie  revised  tiie  work,  making  many  additions  and  iuii)n>vements. 
The  second  edition  was  jxiblislied  at  the  same  jilace  in  \(\oO,  and  a  third  in 
1658.  It  was  a  work  of  great  utility,  not  only  in  itself,  but  as  laying  the 
foundation  for  subseciuent  works  of  a  similar  character.  It  was  published 
about  one  hundred  years  earlier  tlum  the  since  famous  Cruden's  Concordance. 
In  1662,  a  short  time  before  Newnian's  death,  an  edition  of  this  work  some- 
what altered  and  improved  was  pnl>lished  by  the  learned  scholars  of  Cam- 
bridge University,  Hngland,  at  the  University  Press,  whicii  was  afterwards 
known   to  the  public   as   the   "  Cambridge  Concordance,"  thus  rol)biiig    tiie 
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real  author  of  the  reputation  which  belonged  to  him,  though  in  the  preface 
the  editor  acknowledges  that  it  is  founded  on  Newman's  work,  and  his  plan 
is  adopted.^ 

It  is  related  of  the  author,  that  while  pursuing  this  work  at  Rehoboth  he 
was  obliged  from  the  scarcity  of  materials  for  lighting  in  that  infant  settle- 
ment to  use  pine  knots  for  the  purpose.  It  is  justly  a  matter  of  no  little 
satisfaction  to  us  that  the  author  of  such  a  monument  of  learning  and  indus- 
try should  have  completed  it  while  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  the  Old  Colony. 

As  many  of  the  pioneers  of  Rehoboth  or  their  immediate  descendants  were 
the  pioneers  in  establishing  our  town,  we  go  back  together  in  large  measure 
to  original  founders.  AYe  can  claim  a  common  interest  in  this  eminent 
scholar  as  one  of  her  pioneers,  and  we  deem  this  short  sketch  of  his  life 
appropriate  to  the  history  of  Attle borough. 

During  the  first  seventeen  years  after  the  settlement  of  Rehoboth  there  was 
remaining  a  large  tract  of  land  belonging  to  the  Indians,  lying  directly  on  the 
north  of  the  town  and  between  its  north  line  and  the  south  Massachusetts 
Bay  line,  containing  an  area  sufficient  for  two  large  townships.  This  region 
was  then  the  domain  of  the  "  good  Massasoit,"  the  fast  friend  of  the  Eng- 
lish. Pocanoket,  or  Pawkunnawket,  is  the  name  that  was  applied  to  the 
tribal  dominion  of  Massasoit,  whose  personal  tribe  was  the  Wampanoags. 
His  general  authority  extended  over  various  other  tribes  in  Plymouth  Colony, 
and  his  dominion  descended  through  AVamsutta  to  Pometacom,  King  Philip. 
It  is  believed  by  historians  that  the  tribe  of  Massasoit  contained  a  numerous 
population  shortly  before  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims.  In  1612  it  was  said  to 
have  numbered  four  thousand  warriors,  but  about  that  time,  or  a  little  later, 
it  had  been  greatly  reduced  in  numbers  by  the  terrible  and  fatal  pestilence 
which  swept  away  so  man}'  of  the  natives.  Baylies  says  this  plague  almost 
depopulated  the  New  England  coast.  The  Pokanokets  suffered  the  most, 
and  on  the  arrival  of  the  Plymouth  settlers  in  1620  their  warriors  numbered 
only  sixty.  The  territory  included  in  the  Rehoboth  North  Purchase  was 
probably  inhabited  by  the  Wampanoags  (or  Pocassetts). 

"  Once  Pawkunnawket's  warriors  stood 
Thick  as  the  columns  of  the  wood; 
On  shores  and  isles  unconquered  men 
Called  Massasoit  father  then." 

How  long  in  the  ages  of  the  past  this  fair  domain  had  been  in  possession 
of  the  natives  the  records  of  time  have  never  revealed.  But  their  hour  had 
now  come  ;  it  was  destined  to  pass  from  their  hands  to  another  and  higher 
race.     Thev  were  doomed   to   extinction.     According  to  the  inevitable  law 


1 A  copy  of  this  edition  came  into  the  possession  of  tlie  author,  and  was  promised  by  him  to  the 
people  of  Rehoboth.  Since  his  death,  in  fulfillment  of  this  pi-omise,  it  has  been  presented  to  them, 
and  is  now  in  the  historical  collection  in  Goff  3Iemorial  Hall.  — Editoe. 
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of  Providence,  if  biouiilit  in  conflict,  the  inferior  must  yield  to  the  superior 
race.  After  Philip's  War.  a  feeble  and  spiritless  remnant  lingered  around 
their  former  abodes,  in  a  degraded  condition,  for  a  few  years,  and  then  van- 
ished forever. 

"Of  all  tiit'ir  tribes,  the  lieirs  of  want, 
A  feel)le  few  our  himl  may  liamit; 
The  gloomy  ghosts  of  dead  reiiowu 
Awhile  from  sire  to  sou  go  down ; 
And  iu  their  spectral  visits  say. 
That  here  the  red  man  once  had  sway." 

About  1660  our  forefathers  began  to  feel  "straitened,"  and  wanted  an 
enlargement,  having  only  an  area  of  about  fifty  thousand  acres,  and  ten 
inhabitants  to  a  mile.  In  1661,  therefore.  Captain  Thomas  Willett,  who  was 
a  skilful  negotiator,  and  on  intimate,  friendly  terms  with  the  Indians,  was 
employed  by  certain  inhabitants  of  Rehoboth  to  make  a  purchase  of  a  new 
tract  of  land  iu  their  l)ehalf,  having  been  first  authorized  and  empowered  by 
the  court  for  that  purpose.  He  accordingly  purchased  of  Wamsutta  (or 
"Wamsetta)  a  certain  tract  of  land  situated  north  of  the  town  of  Rehoboth, 
which  was  called  the  Rehoboth  North  Purchase.  Wamsutta  was  the  then 
reigning  Sachem  of  Pokanoket.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  Massasoit,  and 
was  originally  called  Mooanam,  then  Wamsutta,  and  finally,  after  the  death 
of  his  father,  according  to  Indian  custom,  his  name  was  changed  and  he 
took  that  of  Alexander.  He  died  in  the  summer  of  1662,  about  a  year  after 
the  date  of  this  purchase.' 

The  manner  of  acquiring  title  to  land  in  this  colony  was  by  purchase  from 
an  Indian  chief  or  sachem.  The  i)roprietorship  appeared  to  be  not  in  the 
tribe  but  in  the  sachem,  and  individual  settlers  were  not  permitted  to  make 
purchases  on  their  own  account.  This  was  designed  for  the  protection  of 
the  Indians  against  the  greed  of  speculators  or  private  rapacity.  When 
lands  were  desired  for  settlement  a  company  was  formed  of  a  fixed,  speci- 
fied, certain  number  of  shares,  and  a  committee  appointed  with  tlio  consent 
of  the  government  to  negotiate  with  the  sachem  for  the  purchase  of  a  tract 
of  land,  generally  of  a  territory  sutlicient  for  a  township.  When  the  pur- 
chase was  made,  the  chief  gave  a  deed  in  liis  own  naiiie,  whidi  was  after- 
wards confirmed  by  a  deed  from  the  govenniu'nt  to  tlie  purciiasers  or  proprie- 
tors. A  meeting  was  called  of  the  shareholders,  who  organi/.ed  by  clioosing 
a  clerk  who  was  to  register  the  proceedings  of  the  company,  a  connnittee  of 
three  or  more,  and  one  oi-  more  surveyors  of  lands,  and  from  time  to  time 
they  ordered  a  dividend  or  division  of  tlieir  common  lands,  of  so  many  acres 
to  a  share.  A  proprietor  would  tlieii  or  at  any  time  apply  to  the  committee 
and  one  of  the  surveyors,  who  would  proceed  to  lay  out  or  assign  to  him  a 

>  WamsutUi'H  wife  wn»  naiiicl  Niiiniiminiiii.    See  hiaki's  Inilian  llioijiiii>hji. 
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certain  number  of  acres  on  his  share  by  metes  and  bounds  ;  and  he  would 
make  a  return  of  the  lay  out  to  the  clerk,  who  recorded  the  same  on  his 
books.  This  constituted  the  shareholder's  individual  title  to  his  lands. 
These  divisions  were  ordered  from  time  to  time  till  the  whole  common  and 
undivided  lands  were  exhausted.  In  this  way  the  original,  private  titles  to 
all  the  lands  in  the  Rehoboth  North  Purchase  were  obtained.  In  ancient 
Rehoboth  the  inhabitants  voted  that  "  the  recording  of  any  man's  land  in 
the  town  Book  shall  be  to  him  and  his  heirs  sufficient  assurance  forever."  ^ 
This  made  the  title  valid.  A  stranger  or  non-proprietor  might  purchase  of  a 
shareholder  a  whole  or  any  part  of  a  share,  or  a  right  to  lay  out  and  have 
assigned  to  him  a  certain  number  of  aci'es  in  any  particular  division. 

This  purchase  from  Wamsutta  was  bounded  west  by  Pawtucket  River,  now 
the  Blackstone  ;  north  b}'  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  or  the  Bay  Line  (so 
called)  ;  east  by  territory  which  was  afterwards  the  Taunton  North  Purchase, 
now  Mansfield,  Norton,  and  Eastou  ;  and  south  by  the  ancient  Rehoboth,  now 
Rehoboth,  Seekonk,  Pawtucket,  and  East  Providence.  This  purchase  included 
Attleborough,  Cumberland,  Rhode  Island,  and  a  tract  of  a  mile  and  a  half 
in  width  extending  east  and  west,  and  a  part  of  Wrentham  and  Foxborough. 
This  mile  and  a  half  tract  was  given  to  Rehoboth  as  au  enlargement  by  the 
agents  of  the  court,  who  were  appointed  to  convey  the  North  Purchase  to 
the  proprietors,  and  afterwards,  in  1710,  restored  to  Attleborough  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts. 

In  those  early  daj^s  there  was  much  looseness  of  expression  in  the  legal 
proceedings.  By  some  phraseology  used  the  reader  would  suppose  that  the 
North  Purchase  was  a  part  of  the  town  of  Rehoboth.  It  was  never  merged 
in  that  town,  or  included  within  its  chartered  limits.  It  was  from  the  begin- 
ning intended  for  an  independent  township.  On  this  point  a  misapprehen- 
sion prevails,  and  there  is  some  confusion  and  uncertainty  in  the  first  pro- 
ceedings on  the  part  of  Rehoboth  concerning  the  title  to  the  North  Purchase, 
such  as  was  common  in  those  days.  The  clerk  of  the  town,  in  making  his 
first  records,  regarded  the  purchase  as  made  by  the  town  as  a  corporation, 
but  such  was  not  in  reality  the  case.  It  was  made  by  shareholders,  owning 
in  different  proportions,  but  generally  one  share  each,  and  it  soon  assumed  its 
true  shape,  by  becoming  an  organization  of  "  Proprietors  of  the  Purchase." 
While  it  originated  among  the  people  of  Rehoboth,  and  as  the  territory  lay 
on  the  north  of  that  town  was  called  Rehoboth  North  Purchase,  the  share- 
holders did  not  include  all  the  people  of  that  town,  but  only  a  portion  of 
them,  with  besides  a  number  of  non-residents,  some  of  them  from  Wanua- 
moisett  (Swansea). 

Settlers  soon  located  on  the  North  Purchase,  but  they  were  without  the 
safeguard   of   the   law.     At   first    these    inhabitants    were    not   sufficient   in 


1  Baylies,  vol.  ii,  p.  199. 
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numbers  for  an  incorporation.  They  were  therefore  brought  within  the  legal 
jurisdiction  of  Kehoboth  b^-  being  temporarily  annexed  to  it ;  <>r,  as  expressed 
by  the  order  of  the  government,  "  included  in  the  Constablerick  of  Rehoboth, 
till  they  should  become  sufficient  for  a  township,"  and  this  temporary  annexa- 
tion was  for  municipal  purposes  and  privileges. 

A  close  examination  of  the  records  and  history  of  the  plantation  shows 
that  Attleborough.  or  the  Rehol)Oth  North  Purchase,  was  an  independent  pur- 
chase, and  in  its  boundaries  always  kept  distinct,  but,  having  for  a  time  no 
special  name  for  itself,  it  would  naturally  be  called  Hehoboth.  The  vote  of 
the  town  of  Rehol»oth  regarding  the  North  Purchase  annexation  was:  "To 
bring  the  inhabitants  thereof  into  some  lawful  jurisdiction  for  their  safety." 
This  rather  carelessly  expressed  vote  meant  they  were  to  be  sul»ject  to  the 
town  government  of  Rehoboth,  and  entitled  to  its  benefits  and  privileges. 
Under  this  peculiar  arrangement,  its  settlers  voted  in  that  town,  and  one  of 
its  inhabitants  was  f)uce  elected  a  representative.  Other  instances  of  a  simi- 
lar arrangement  have  occurred  in  the  civil  polit}'  of  the  ( )ld  Colony. 

The  following  copy  of  the  Indian  deed  is  taken  from  the  Old  Colony 
records : — 

A    DKEI)    APPOINTED    TO    BE    RECORDED. 

Know  :ill  muii,  that  I  Wamsetta,  ulias  Alexander,  chief  Sachem  of  Pokanokctt.  for  ilivors 
good  causes  and  valuable  considerations  me  thereunto  moviui.',  have  liarj,'ained  and  sold  unto 
Captain  Thomas  Willett  of  AVannamoisett  all  those  tracts  of  land  situate  and  heinir  from  the 
bounds  of  Kehoboth  ranging  upon  Pawtuckett  River  unto  a  place  .•ailed  AVawe\  pounshag,  the 
place  where  one  Blackstone  now  sojourneth,  and  so  ranging  along  to  the  said  river  unto  a 
place  called  Mes.sanegtacaneh,  and  from  this  uiion  a  straight  line  crossing  through  the  woods 
unto  the  uttermost  bounds  of  a  place  called  Mamantapett,  or  Wading  Kivir.  and  from  the  said 
River  one  mile  and  a  half  upon  an  east  line,  and  from  thence  upon  a  south  line  unto  the  bounds 
of  the  town  of  Rehoboth:  To  have  and  to  hold  unto  him  the  said  Captain  Willett  and  his 
associates,  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever:  reserving  only  a  conii)et<'nt  portion  of  land  for 
some  of  the  natives  at  Mishanegitaconctt  for  to  plant  and  sojourn  upon,  as  the  said  Wamsetta 
alias  Alexander  and  the  said  Thomas  Willett  Jointly  together  shall  see  meet:  ami  the  rest  of 
all  the  laml  aforementioned,  with  all  the  woods,  waters,  meadows,  and  all  emoluments  whatso- 
ever to  remain  unto  the  said  Thomas  Willett  and  his  associates,  their  heir-  and  assigns  forever. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  the  eighth  day  of  April  in  the  year  KifJl. 

The  mark  of 

A  X  A 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  Wamsitta  alias  Ali'xander, 

in  pre-ence  of  his  seal  [L.  S.] . 

.John  Brown,  Jr.. 
.Jonathan  IJosworth. 
.John  Sasr,aman,'  tin;  Interi)reter. 

A|)ril  10.  lt;<Kl.  WitnesHeth  tlie>e  I'resenl-.  thai  (  aptain  'I'honia-  Willell  aliovr  s:iid  hath 
and  doth  hereby  resign,  deliver,  ami  make  overall  and  singidar  the  lands  above  mentioned, 
purcha^eil  of  Wamsitta  alias  Alexander,  chief  Sachem  of  Pocanokett,  according  unto  the 
bounds  above  expressed,  with  all  and  simrular  the  benefits,  privileiic-.  ami  innniinities  Ihere- 

•  John  Sassainuii,  nir"nil>cr  of  Imilan  Clmrcti  at  Natlck,  a  hcIiooI  teacher.    .See  liaylif*. 
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unto  appertaining,  unto  Mr.  Thomas  Prence,  Major  Josias  Winslow,  Capt.  Thomas  South- 
worth,  and  Mr.   Constant  Southworth,  in  the  behalf  of  the  Colony  of  Xew  Plymouth.    In 
■witness  whereof  he  doth  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  seal. 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  Thomas  Willett  [Seal]. 

in  presence  of 

Daniel  Smith, 

Xicholas  Peek. 

For  the  better  protection  of  the  Indians  and  to  prevent  controversies  and 
confusion  of  titles,  the  Government  of  Plymouth  prohibited  by  law  any 
person  to  purchase  of  them  without  the  assent  and  positive  confirmation  of 
the  government.  This  was  first  enacted  by  Statute  in  June,  1643,  providing 
that  no  person  should  purchase,  rent,  or  hire  any  lands,  herbage,  wood,  or 
timber  of  any  of  the  natives  in  any  place  within  this  jurisdiction  under  heavy 
penalty.  1 

The  following  is  the  Grant  or  Deed  -  of  the  Government :  — 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we  Thomas  Prence.  Josias  Winslow.  Thomas 
Southworth,  and  Constant  Southworth  by  order  of  the  General  Court  of  New  Plymouth,  and 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  said  T'olony  of  Plymouth,  have  and  by  these  presents  do  bargain, 
sell,  alien,  grant  and  confer,  and  make  over  unto  the  proprietors  of  the  town  of  Rehoboth, 
(viz.)  unto  all  that  hold  there,  from  a  fifty  pound  estate  and  upwards,  according  to  their  first 
agreement,  all  and  singular  the  lands  lying  and  being  on  the  north  side  of  that  town  of 
Eehoboth  bounded  as  foljoweth,  (viz.)  by  a  River  commonly  called  Pawtucket  river,  on  the 
west,  and  up  the  said  River  unto  the  Massachusetts  Line,  and  on  the  northerly  side  by  the  said 
Line  until  it  cross  the  old  road  towards  the  Bay,  where  the  marked  tree  stands  and  heap  of 
stones,  and  thence  a  mile  and  a  half  east,  and  from  thence  by  a  direct  line  to  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  present  bounds  of  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  and  so  back  again  home  unto  the 
said  Line  between  the  governments;  with  all  the  meadows,  woods,  waters,  and  all  benefits, 
emoluments,  privileges,  and  immunities,  thereunto  appertaining  and  belonging,  to  have  and  to 
hold  to  them  and  to  their  heirs  forever:  Excepting  that  we  reserve  within  this  tract  a  farm 
formerly  granted  unto  Major  Josias  Winslow,  and  a  farm  granted  unto  Capt.  Thomas 
Willett,  and  two  hundred  acres  of  land  unto  Mr.  James  Brown  about  Snake  Hill,  and  ten 
acres  of  meadow  thereabouts;  and  the  meadow  called  Blackstone's  Meadow,  the  west  plain 
and  tlie  south  neck  the  quantity  of  two  hundred  acres,  and  the  fifty  acres  granted  to  Roger 
Amadown,  with  four  acres  of  meadow  next  adjoining,  three  acres  to  Xicholas  Ide,  and  half  an 
acre  of  meadow  unto  George  Robinson :  All  the  residue  of  the  lands  above  mentioned  we  do 
hereby  firmly  make  over  unto  the  above  said  purchasers  and  their  heirs  forever,  and  do  hereby 
acknowledge  ourselves  to  be  fulh^  paid  and  satisfied  for  the  same,  and  do  exonerate,  acquit  and 
discharge  them  and  every  of  them  for  and  concerning  the  premises. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals,  this  tenth  of  April  1666. 
Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of 

Isaac  Howlaxd,  Thomas  Prince,  [l.s.] 

The  mark  X  of  Josias  Winslow,  [l.s.] 

John  Parris,  Thomas  Southworth,  [l.s.] 

The  mark  X  of  Const.\nt  Southworth,  [l.s.] 

John  Rocket,3 

This  tract  was  purchased,  as  the  reader  perceives,  in  behalf  of  the  proprie- 
tors, by  Captain  Willett,  of  Wamsetta,  the  eldest  son  of  Massasoit,  Sachem, 


''^  Plymouth  Col.  Laws,  p.  74;  also,  ib.p.  289,  sect.  5.  ^The  original  is  among  the  records  of  the 
Prop's  of  R.  N.  Purchase.  ^  Perhaps  son  of  Richard,  of  Braintree,  born  December  1,  Iftll.  Joseph 
Eocket  marrietl  Mary  Wilmarth,  January  5, 1680.    Rehoboth. 
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April  >*.  1661.  Captain  Willett  held  this  title  in  his  own  name  until  April 
10,  1666,  on  Avhieh  ilay  he  conveyed  it  to  certain  men  of  Plymouth,  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  goverment  of  that  colony  ;  and  on  the  same  day  it  was 
confirmed  or  conveyed  by  them  to  certain  inhal»it:ints  of  Rehol>oth,  and 
others,  such  as  held  £50  estates  and  upwards.  The  piin-hasers,  as  has  been 
stated,  were  not  limited  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  but  included  resi- 
dents of  Swansea  (Wannamoisett)  and  other  places,  and  new  purchasers 
from  time  to  time.  They  constituted  a  separate  and  distinct  liody  or  com- 
pany of  purchasers;  they  chose  a  proprietor's  clerk,  surveyors,  and  conuiiit- 
tees  to  divide  the  lands.  They  soon  held  sejiarate  meetings,  kept  separate 
books  and  records  of  their  own,  containing  their  proceedings  and  divisions 
of  land.  Captain  Willett  himself,  who  heads  the  list  of  proprietors,  lived  in 
Swansea  ;  Mr.  ^lyles  was  of  the  same  place  ;  Joanna  Ide  was  of  New  Nor- 
rich,  and  William  Allen  of  Prudense.  Some  of  the  original  purchasers  sold 
their  shares,  and  upon  the  death  of  any  of  them  his  heirs  became  proprie- 
tors. Thus  new  shareholders  were  constantly  being  added  to  or  substituted 
for  the  original  ones,  so  that  the  proprietorship  mostly  came  eventually  into 
the  hands  of  those  who  settled  here.  In  1672  a  full  and  correct  list  of 
proprietors  was  made,  there  being  seventy-nine  and  a  lialf  shares  and  eighty- 
two  proprietors. 

Before  the  signing  and  sealing  of  the  above-mentioned  deed  it  was  also 
agreed  according  unto  a  clause  in  the  Indian  deed  when  these  lands  were 
purchased  by  Captain  Willett  that  some  meet  proportion  of  lands  about 
Sinnichiconet,  such  as  the  said  Captain  Willett  and  the  Indian  .SacluMii  shall 
agree  upon,  should  be  set  out  for  the  use  of  the  Indians. 

Note  on  the  back  of  the  same  deed  :  — 

This  Deed  is  recorded  accordiiiir  to  order  liy  iiie  Xatliaiiiel  Morton.  Si<ift:uy  to  the  Court 
of  New  Plymouth. 

The  Dividend  of  Lands  enrolled, 
Folio  -.'IT. 

The  following  order  relating  to  tiiis  siilijcct  was  passed  by  the  Coint  of 
New  Plymouth. 

Nkw  rLVMorni.  OitoiitT -Jnd,  I(M>5. 

Whereas  the  (on  it.  Iiaviiii;  formerly  impowered  <  aj)!.  Thoinas  Willett  to  |Hirclia«e  of  the 
Indians  eertain  Tracts  of  lands  on  the  North  of  IJeholioth  towanU  the  Kay  Line,  the  whieh  he 
hath  done,  and  is  out  of  purse  some  eonsideralde  sum  of  money  for  the  .-ame.  this  Court  have 
ap|>ointod  tlie  Honored  (iovernor,  the  Major  Winslow,  Capt.  Soiitliwortli,  ami  Mr.  Constant 
Southwortli,  to  treat  willi  Capt.  Willett  eoncerninjf  tlie  said  pureliase,  and  have  impowered 
the  al»ove  named  <  onunittre  to  take  notiie  of  wliat  iiatli  liei-n  pureha-ed  l»y  him.  and  what 
Deeds  he  liatli,  and  wliat  hi-*  di>l)ursmpnts  have  l)een  for  lin!  same;  and  liave  also  impowered 
them  to  settle  upon  inni  sueh  a  proportion  of  tlie  said  lands  a>  may  app<ar  to  Ite  e<|ual.  upon 
any  ^'rant  to  >dm:  and  to  areommodate  the  town  of  Ueiiolioth  respeetinj;  an  enlarpMuent  of 
tJieir  town,  a-  tin-  Court  iiave  promi>et!;  and  to  take  sueh  course  eoncernin;:  the  remainder  as 
he  may  he  reiml>ur>ed  of  idf<  Just  due  and  those  lamis  may  l»e  settled  by  the  Court. 

P^vtraeted  from  and  eonipan-d  with  I  lie  Ifeeords  of  s.iid  <  ourt. 

Per.  Samikl  .Spkaouk,  Clerk. 


■"r^' 


1.  Nine  Men's  Misery,  Cumberland,  R.  I.  2.  Gravestones  of  Captain  Thomas  Willett, 
in  what  is  now  East  Providence,  R.  I.  3.  Monument  erected  to  William  Blackstone  by 
descendants,  stands  in  the  yard  of  Ann  and  Hope  Mill,  Lonsdale,  R.  I. 
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CAPTAIN    THOMAS    AVILLETT. 

Some  notice  of  Captain  Thomas  Willett,  who  stands  at  the  head  of  our 
list  of  proprietors  and  whose  life  deserves  to  be  better  known  to  the  present 
generation,  will  not  be  deemed  inappropriate.  His  history  does  not  exclu- 
sively belong  to  this  town,  but  as  he  took  so  active  and  important  a  part  in 
the  original  purchase  and  settlement  of  this  and  the  neighboring  towns,  a 
brief  sketch  of  his  life  seems  to  be  demanded  by  the  interest  which  our 
citizens  must  feel  in  his  character.  But  little  is  known  of  him  previous  to 
his  emigration  to  this  country.  He  was  a  merchant  in  his  native  country, 
and  probably  in  his  business  travels  had  become  acquainted  with  the  Pilgrims 
in  Leyden,  was  a  sympathizer  in  their  religious  views,  and  had  resided  with 
them  in  Holland  for  some  time  prior  to  their  exile  to  America.  Here  he  had 
an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  good  knowledge  of  the  manners,  customs,  and 
language  of  the  Dutch  —  a  knowledge  which  was  destined  to  prove  very 
useful  in  later  years  in  a  far  distant  land.  He  was  one  of  the  last  of  the 
Le3'deu  company,  and  came  here  probably  about  1630,  a  very  young  man  at 
the  time  of  his  arrival  —  perhaps  twenty-one.  One  authorit}' states  that  he 
came  in  1629,  being  then  in  his  twentieth  year  ;  others  suppose  he  was  about 
tweutj'-four  years  of  age  when  he  arrived  at  Plymouth,  where  he  at  first 
resided.  He  was  an  intelligent  and  well-educated  man  and  soon  became 
useful  and  distinguished  in  the  colony.  He  was  admitted  freeman  of  Ply- 
mouth Colony.  July  1.  1633,  and  six  acres  of  land  were  granted  him  in 
Plymouth.  He  resided  there  quite  a  number  of  years  and  acquired  an  influ- 
ence and  highly  respectable  standing  among  the  colonists.  He  soon  took  an 
active  and  prominent  interest  in  the  survey  and  settlement  of  other  portions 
of  the  colony  and  in  the  purchase  of  lands  from  the  aboriginal  owners.  He 
took  much  interest  in  the  Indian  race,  cultivating  acquaintance  and  friendship 
with  them.  They  became  thoroughly  attached  to  him  and  had  great  confi- 
dence in  him,  calling  him  in  some  of  their  deeds  *'  our  loving  friend  Capt. 
Thomas  Willett." 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  1630,  though,  as  already  observed,  a  young  man, 
he  was  sent  by  the  compan\'  of  Plymouth,  who  had  established  a  trading 
house  at  Kennebeck,  to  superintend  their  business  as  agent.  While  he  was 
residing  there  Governor  Winthrop  relates  of  him  the  following  curious  anec- 
dote :  "  At  Kinnebeck,  the  Indians  wanting  food,  and  there  being  store  in  the 
Plymouth  trading  house,  they  conspired  to  kill  the  English  there  for  their 
provision  ;  and  some  Indians  coming  into  the  house,  Mr.  Willett,  the  master 
of  the  house,  being  reading  the  Bible,  his  countenance  was  more  solemn  than 
at  other  times,  so  as  he  did  not  look  cheerfully  upon  them,  as  he  was  wont  to 
do  ;  whereupon  they  went  out  and  told  their  fellows,  that  their  purpose 
was  discovered.  They  asked  them  how  it  could  be.  The  others  told 
them  that  they    knew    it   bv   Mr.    Willett's   countenance,    and  that   he  had 
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discoveieil  it  bv  a  book  that  be  was  leaibug.  Wlioreiipou  they  gave  over 
their  desigu." ' 

lu  1647  he  became  successor  —  probably  the  immediate  —  of  tlie  famous 
Miles  Standish,  the  Pilgrim  warrior  iu  the  command  of  the  military  company 
at  Plymoutii.  March  7,  1G47,  "The  Military  Company  of  New  Plymouth, 
having  according  to  order  proposed  unto  the  Court  two  men  for  every  special 
ofl3ce  of  their  band,  the  Court  do  allow  and  approve  of  Capt.  Thomas 
"NVillett.  for  Captain,  Mr.  Thomas  Southworth,  for  Lieutenant,  Mr.  William 
Bradford,  for  Ensign."-  He  was  in  1651  elected  an  assistant  of  the 
Governor,  and  was  annually  continued  in  that  office  till  1665,  when  other 
duties  obliged  him  to  decline,  and  James  Brown,  of  Swansea,  was  chosen  his 
successor.  At  this  time  he  was  selected  by  the  Plymouth  Court,  agreeably  to 
the  request  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners,  to  attend  them  at  New  York 
(which  had  just  been  surrendered  by  the  Dutch),  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
them  in  organizing  the  new  government.  It  is  mentioned  by  Davis  in  a  note 
to  his  edition  of  Morton's  Memonnl  that  "  Col.  Nichols,  (one  of  the  Com- 
missioners,) in  a  letter  to  Gov.  Prince,  written  from  New  York,  the  spring 
after  the  reduction  of  the  Dutch  settlements,  requests  that  Capt.  Willett 
may  have  such  a  dispensation  from  his  official  engagements  in  Plymouth 
Colony,  as  to  be  at  liberty  to  assist  iu  modelling  and  reducing  the  affairs  in 
this  settlement  into  good  English.  He  remarks  that  Mr.  AVillett  was  more 
acquainted  with  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  Dutch  than  any  gentleman 
in  the  country,  and  that  his  conversation  was  very  acceptable  to  them." 
Captain  Willett  executed  his  duties  there  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned  ;  his  services  were  so  highly  appreciated  and  he  rendered  liimself 
so  popular  with  the  people,  that  after  the  organization  of  the  government  he 
was  chosen  the  first  "English  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York."  He  was 
elected  to  the  same  office  a  second  time.  "  But,"  as  Mr.  Baylies,  the  his- 
torian of  Plymouth  Colony,  has  justly  remarked,  "  even  tliis  first  of  city 
distinctions  conferred  l)y  that  proud  metropolis  did  not  impart  more  real 
honor  to  his  character  than  the  address  and  good  feeling  nianifesteil  by  him 
in  effecting  the  i)eaceable  settlement  of  the  humble  town  of  Swansea."  The 
Dutch  had  so  much  confidence  in  his  integrity  that  he  was  selected  by  them 
the  umpire  to  determine  the  controverted  bounilary  between  New  York  and 
the  New  Haven  Colony.  He  was  also  for  a  number  of  years  one  of  the 
commissioners  or  delegates  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Soon  after  the  settlement  of  Hehoboth.  Captain  Willett  removed  to  Wanna- 
moisett,  a  ])art  of  what  is  now  the  town  of  Swansea,  wliere  he  resided  during 
most  of  the  remainder  (jf  his  Ute.  A  grant  of  :i  (|iiarler  pait  of  that  town- 
ship (Swansea)  was  made  to  him  and  others.  With  him  was  associated  Mr. 
Mvles,  the  first  Baptist  jninister  in   New   England,  and  tiiey  two  are  justly 
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regarded  as  the  founders  of  Swansea.  The  manner  in  which  they  conducted 
the  settlement  of  that  plantation  was  just  and  honorable  and  reflects  much 
credit  on  the  character  of  both.  Captain  Willett  alwa^'s  cultivated  a  friendly 
intercourse  with  the  Indians  wherever  he  was,  and  evei'y where  gained  their 
confidence  and  good  will.  Hence  he  was  generally  employed  by  the  colon v 
in  the  purchase  of  lands  from  the  native  chiefs,  and  besides  being  the 
original  purchaser  of  the  Rehoboth  North  Purchase,  he  was  that  also  of 
the  Taunton  North  Purchase,  and  many  other  tracts  of  land  in  the  vicinity. 
He  was  on  particularly  friendly  terms  with  Alexander,  and  his  brother  the 
famous  King  Philip,  his  home  being  near  Mount  Hope,  the  dwelling  place  of 
the  latter. 
The  following  order  relating  to  him  was  passed  by  the  Plymouth  Court :  — 

March  1665-6.  In  reference  to  an  order  of  Court  bearing  date  the  third  day  of  October 
1665,  wherein  our  Honored  Governor  Major  Winslow,  Capl.  Southworth,  and  Mr.  Constant 
Southworth  were  appointed  to  be  a  committee  in  reference  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  purchased 
by  Capt.  Willett  on  the  north  side  of  Rehoboth,  which  said  order  empowereth  the  said  Com- 
mittee to  dispose  and  settle  a  proportion  of  the  said  lands  on  the  said  Capt.  Willett  as  they  shall 
think  meet;  and  the  Court  do  therefore  settle  and  confirm  unto  him  four  or  five  hundred  acres 
of  the  said  lands,  to  be  laid  out  for  him  on  the  Easterly  side  or  end  of  the  said  lands,  to  him 
and  his  heirs  forever. 

This  grant  or  farm  in  this  town,  at  High  Squisset,  was  laid  out  to  him  and 
recorded  in  the  "  Rehoboth  North  Purchase  Books."  It  lies  on  both  sides  of 
the  Seven  Mile  River,  beginning  near  Newell's  tavern  and  has  always  borne 
the  name  of  "  Willett's  farm."  It  was  a  tract  of  five  hundred  acres,  and 
with  certain  meadows  and  out  lots  amounted  to  about  six  hundred  acres,  and 
was  given  to  him  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  services  to  the  proprietors. 
It  seems  to  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  son,  Captain  Andrew  Willett, 
who  sold  it  some  time  after  his  father's  death  to  John  Wilkinson  the  1st, 
of  Attleborough.  In  1720  it  was  divided  into  two  parts  between  Captain 
Samuel  Tyler  and  Joyce  Newell,  widow  of  Jacob  Newell.  This  farm  was 
originally  laid  out  with  great  regularity  —  in  parallel  lines  —  and  its  subse- 
quent divisions  have  been  preserved  in  good  shape. 

Captain  Willett  married  Mary  Brown,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Brown  the 
1st,  at  Plymouth,  6th  July,  1636,  by  whom  he  had  several  children  :  Thomas ; 
Hester,  b.  6th  July,  1647  ;  Rebecca,  d.  2d  April,  1652  ;  James,  b.  November 
24,  1649  ;  Andrew  ;  Samuel;  Hezekiah,  who  died  26th  July,  1651 ;  Hezekiah 
2d,  b.  16th  November,  1652;  Sarah;  Martha,  etc.  His  son  James  married 
Eliza,  daughter  of  Lieutenant  Peter  Hunt,  of  Rehoboth,  17th  April,  1673, 
and  continued  to  live  on  the  paternal  estate.  Hezekiah  2d  married  his 
cousin  Anna  Brown,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Brown,  2d,  of  Rehoboth,  7th 
January,  1675,  and  was  killed  soon  after  by  the  Indians  in  Philip's  War.  John 
Saffln,  who  had  resided  in  Scituate  and  Swansea,  married  Martha  Willett. 
They  lived  in  Boston  —  where  in  1686  he  was  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  of 
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Massachusetts  —  and  in  Bristol,  K.  I.  Samuel  Hooker,^  of  Fanuiugtou. 
Coun.,  married  Mary;  Sarah  married  au  Eliot,  and  it  is  said  another  daugh- 
ter married  one  of  the  family  of  the  Rev.  John  Wilson,  of  Boston,  "  the  Holy 
"Wilson  of  Cotton  Mather's  eulogies";  and  Hester  or  Esther  married  the 
Rev.  Josiah  Flint,  of  Dorchester. 

Captain  Willett  has  numerous  descendants  residing  in  various  parts  of  the 
couutrv,  several  of  whom  have  become  distinguished  in  history.  His  grand- 
sou,  Francis,  was  a  prominent  man  in  Kliode  Island  ;  another  descendant, 
his  oreat-grandsou,  of  the  family  of  Samuel  was  Colonel  Mariuus  Willett, 
who  lived  in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  a  distinguished  officer  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War  —  and  he  had  also  been  mayoj-  of  New  York  City." 

After  a  residence  of  a  few  years  in  New  York,  Captain  Willett  returned  to 
his  seat  in  Swansea,  where,  after  a  life  of  varied  and  distinguished  useful- 
ness he  died  the  4th  of  August,  1674,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  The  "Old 
Colony  Records"  give  the  date  as  the  3d  of  August,  but  I  have  chosen  to 
relv  on  the  inscription  upon  his  gravestone.  He  was  buried  in  an  ancient 
burvinc-ground,  at  the  head  of  Bullock's  Cove,  in  what  is  now  Seekonk, 
where  a  rough  stone  is  erected  to  his  memory  containing  a  brief  and  rudely 
carved  inscription  which  reads  as  follows  :  — 


HEAD   .STONE. 


FOOT  STONE. 


1674 

Here  lyes  y"  Body 

of  y*^  wor"  Thomas 

Willett  efq  who  died 

Avgvft  y'  4"'  in  y'   64"' 

year  of  his  age  anno 


WHO   WAS   THE 

FIRST    MAYOR 

oF    NEW   YORK 

&    TWICE    DID 

SVSTAIN    Y^    PLACE 


'  BayllCH'  Afeinoim  <>/  I'lymoulh  Colony. 

'MemolrH  of  >i>h  llfi;  linv(;  Ix-imi  |)u)jIIhIic<1  liy  IiIh  hm\,  Wllllaiii  M.  Wlllt-tl.  ( Oloiicl  WHIctt  ha<l 
another  koii,  Dr.  Marlmin  Wtllelt,  who  wiiH  one  of  the  fouiulerB  of  llie  Ainerlciiii  Tract  Society, 
aii'l  hl»  ilauKht(?r,  MI-»  Anne  Willett,  linM  been  prominent  for  her  generoUH  nml  perHonnl  Interest  In 
the  Evnngelhiil  Or|ilinn  A»>  Inni  for  <Jlrl:>  In  the  city  of  Klorence,  Itnly,  lielng  Itn  Dlrectrenx. 
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His  wife  Mary  died  about  1669,  aud  is  buried  by  his  side.^  Tlius  the  first 
English  Mayor  of  the  first  commercial  metropolis  iu  America  lies  buried  on 
a  lonely  and  barren  heath  in  the  humble  town  of  Seekonk,  at  a  place  seldom 
visited  by  the  footsteps  of  man  —  with  naught  but  the  rudest  monument  to 
mark  the  spot. 

The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  an  account  of  the  Willett  family, 
found  in  the  Providence  Journal  of  Januar}'  24,  1873.  One  writer  says  of 
Captain  Willett :  — 

He  was  conversant  in  the  fur  and  Indian  trade  of  the  whole  coast  of  Kennebec  to  Hudson's 
River,  became  very  opulent,  and  settled  on  a  plantation  in  Swauzey,  now  Barrington.  where 
remains  his  grave,  six  miles  below  Providence.  Being  an  intelligent  and  respectable  person,  he 
went  as  a  counsellor  on  board  of  beloved  Colonel  Nicholl's  fleet,  at  the  reduction  of  Manha- 
does,  1664,  and  was  by  him  appointed  Mayor  of  the  new  conquered  city.  He  owned  houses  in 
New  York  and  Albany.  The  Dutch  resuming  the  government,  he  afterwards  returned  to  his 
settlement  and  died  in  Barrington. 

The  following  "epitaph  on  my  worshipful  father-in-law,"  was  written  by 
John  Saffin  :  — 

Here  lies  Grave  Willett.  whose  good  name 

Did  Mount  upon  the  wings  of  Fame; 

Who  unto  Place  did  not  Intrude. 

(A  Star  of  the  tirst  Magnitude.) 

But 's  prudence,  pietie  and  zeale, 

For  God,  in  Church  and  Commonweall, 

His  reall  worth,  and  Generous  Spirit. 

Which  constantly  he  did  Inherit, 

His  hospitality  and  love. 

And  courteous  carriage,  like  a  Dove. 

Did  so  Excell,  that  all  might  See 

He  had  attain'd  to  the  First  Three. 

Now  he  's  hence  gone  to  his  long  home. 

And  taken  from  the  111  to  come  — 

Liv'd  here  ]>esir'd ;  lamented  Dy"d ; 

Is  with  his  Saviour,  Glorified. 

The  will  of  Captain  Thomas  Willett  is  a  very  long  document,  drawn  up 
with  minute  particularity.  It  contains  legacies  to  the  "overseers"  of  the 
instrument,  and  to  the  churches  of  the  neighboring  towns.  Some  old  serv- 
ants are  also  remembered.  He  then  devises  his  extensive  estates  iu  New 
Plymouth,  Swauzey,  and  Rehoboth  to  his  sons,  James,  Hezekiah,  Andrew,  and 
Samuel,  and  his  Narragausett  lands  to  his  grandchildren  ;  but  Thomas,  son 
of  John  and  Martha  Saffin,  is  to  inherit  a  double  portion.     As  early  as  July  4, 


1  Following  are  the  luscriptions  on  her  gravestones  :  Headstone  —  "  1869.  Uere  lyeth  ye  body  of  the 
virtuous  Mary  Willett,  wife  to  Thomas  Willett,  who  died  January  ye  8  about  ye  ilieg  th  year  of  her 
age,  anno."  Footstone  —  "  Daughter  to  the  worll  John  Brown,  Deceased."  Captain  Willett's  head- 
stone is  some  six  or  seven  inches  thick,  about  eighteen  inches  wide,  and  stands  perhaps  two  and  a 
half  feet  high,  and  is  in  a  very  good  state  of  preservation,  but  the  little  cemetery  is  still  a  barren  and 
neglected  spot.  It  is  now  in  what  is  called  East  Providence.  For  these  facts,  and  tlie  above  copy  of 
Captain  Willett's  inscriptions,  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Charles  H.  Wheeler,  of  this  town,  who  has 
recently  visited  this  place  of  historic  interest.—  Editor. 
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1659,  certain  lands  in  ancient  Nameook,  afterwards  part  of  the  ''  King's 
Province,"  but  generally  known  as  Boston  Neck,  and  sitnated  near  the 
present  Xarragansett  Ferry,  had  been  purchased  of  three  sachems  by  Willett 
and  others.  This  small  part  of  the  Willett  property,  reserved  by  its  owner 
as  a  suitable  portion  for  his  grandchildren,  i^  still  iield  l)y  his  descendants, 
while  all  the  other  estates  have  long  since  been  divided  and  alienated.  A 
sin<iular  provision  of  the  will  was  that  if  any  one  of  his  sons  (the  daughters 
were  all  married  but  one),  should  marry  without  the  consent  of  a  majority  of 
the  five  executors,  he  would  by  that  act  forfeit  all  claims  to  his  inheritance. 
The  Willett  farm  (where  he  resided),  was  the  original  seat  of  the  great 
sachem,  Miantiiiomi,  and  a  large  bowlder  on  the  farm  is  still  known  as  "  Mian- 
tiuomi's  Rock."  On  one  portion  of  this  farm  the  celebrated  Colonel  Whale 
or  Whalley,  styled  one  of  King  Charles'  regicide  judges,  resided  for  a  time.^ 

The  following  introduction  is  entered  in  the  first  book  of  the  records  of  the 
Rehoboth  North  Purchase  :  — 

''  Whereas,  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  sixty  and  six,  a  purchase 
of  lands  was  made  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Rehoboth  and  the  neighborhood  of 
Annimosett :  —  the  said  lands  situate  on  the  North  side  of  the  Towne  of 
Rehoboth  —  of  Mr.  Thomas  Prince,  Esquire,  Major  Josiah  Winslow,  Captain 
Thomas  Southworth  Agents  of  the  Government  of  New  Plymouth,  the 
bounds  of  the  said  lauds  fully  appearing  by  a  Deed  of  sale  made  by  the 
aforesaid  gentlemen,  to  the  purchasers  thereof,  bearing  date  the  tenth  of  April 
1666,  which  deed  hath  been  inroUed  at  the  Court  of  New  Plymouth  according 
to  order  of  Court.  The  bounds  of  the  said  lanils  are  as  foll()\veth,  (viz.)  by 
a  river  calle«l  Pawtucket  river,  on  the  West,  and  up  the  said  river  unto  the 
^Massachusetts  line  ;  and  on  the  Northerly  side,  by  the  same  line,  until  it  cross 
the  ould  Roade  towards  the  Bay,  where  the  marked  tree  stands,  and  a  heape 
of  stones;  and  thence  a  mile  and  halfe  Kast,  and  from  thence  by  a  direct  line 
to  tiie  Nortli  East  corner  of  the  prcseitt  bounds  of  the  towne  of  Rehoboth,  and 
soe  back  againe  home  to  the  said  line  between  the  (Jovernments  —  Excepting 
there  was  reserved  out  of  the  said  tract  of  land  a  farm  granted  before  to 
Major  .Tosiah  Winslow,  a  farm  granted  to  Captain  'I'iiomas  Willett,  and  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  to  .Mr.  James  Browne  aljout  Snake-hill,  and  ten  acres 
of  Meadow  thereabouts  ;  and  the  Meadow  called  Blackstone's  Meadow  the 
West  plainer  and  the  South  neck  the  quantity  of  tw<j  hundred  acres;  and 
fifty  acres  granted  to    Roger  Ammidown   with  four  acres  of  meadow  ;  and 


'The  l:ir(?er  portion  of  iIiIh  HkcU'li  U  n*  the  aulhur  pre|mri'i|  It.  The  extrnclH  from  the  .lournal 
were  ml'lcl  by  the  e<lltor.    One  or  two  illrtcrc|>aii<leH  lire  thus  exphiliietl. 

'April  l"*,  KJW;.  Ajfreenienl  lictween  the  town  and  CapUiln  Willett  lis  to  the  lo<iitlon  of  IiIh  lands 
In  the  Nortli  Purchnne.  See  reconl  In  lllinii'  /{ehohoth,  \>.  r>\.  The  lanilH  reHcrvcd  to  Captain  WlUctt 
In  lilH  ileed  to  the  K.  N.  1'.  were  UHHlKi>e<l  to  lilin  on  the  reconlH  ami  came  Inio  the  liumlH  of  hia  hud, 
Andrew  Willett. 
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three  acres  of  Meadow  to  Nicholas  Ide  ;  and  half  an  acre  to  George  Robinson  ; 
also  some  Meete  proportion  of  lands  for  the  Indians  at  Siunichiteconett ;  for 
the  use  of  the  said  Indians.  All  the  rest  of  the  said  lands  within  the  said 
tract  as  before  bounded,  to  be  equally  divided  to  the  purchasers  thereof 
according  to  their  said  proportions,  (there  being  Seventy  Nine  whole  shares 
and  a  half)  being  joint  purchasers  ;  and  the  said  purchasers  have  fully  dis- 
charged and  paid  the  purchase  thereof  according  to  their  several  proportions." 

"Mem.  That  the  clause  in  the  former  page  'to  be  equally  divided  to 
the  purchasers  thereof  hath  reference  to  the  before  expressed  date  (viz.) 
one  thousand  Six  hundred  and  Sixty  and  Six. 

'•  The  names  of  the  Purchasers  with  their  Rights  to  the  said  Lands  before 
mentioned  are  those  {no  man  contradicting)  that  are  here  expressed  in  the 
following  List." 


Capt.  Thomas  Willett  (one  share,  John  Wil- 

kiusun's). 
Mr.  Stephen  Paine.  Sen.,  2  shs.  (one  that  was 

his  own  and  one  that  was  appointed  for 

John  Martin). 
Mr.  Xoah  Newman,  1  sh. 
Lieut.  Peter  Hunt,  1  sh. 
Mr.  James  Browne,  1  sh. 
Samuel  Xewman,  1  sh. 
John  Allen,  Sen.,  1  sh. 
John  Woodcock,  li  sh. 
Thomas  Estabrooke's  5  sh.  (bought  of  Eoger 

Amidowne) . 
Thomas  AVilhnot,  2  shs.  (one  he  bought  of 

Jo.  Carpenter  and  one  of  his  own) . 
Sampson  Mason,  1  sh. 
Anthoney  Perry,  1  sh. 
John  Butterworth,  1  sh.  (this  sold  to  Daniel 

Jenkes,  excepting  the  meadow). 
Philip  Walker,  1  sh. 
John  Ormsby,  1  sh. 
Kichard  Martin,  1  sh. 
Stephen  Paine,  Jun.,  1  sh. 
Rober  .Joans.  1  sh.i 
Obadiah  Bowen,  1  sh. 
John  Peeke.  1  sh. 
James  Redeway.  1  sh. 
Samuel  Carpenter,  1  sh. 
John  Titus,  2  sh.  (one  that  he  bought  of  his 

mother-in-law,  Abigail  Carpenter,  and  one 

that  was  his  own). 
Mr.  .John  Myles,  1  sh. 
William  Carpenter,  1  sh. 
•Joseph  Pecke,  1  sh. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Jun.,  1  sh. 
Ensign  Henery  Smith,  1  sh. 


John  Reade,  Sen.,  1  sh. 

-John  Reade,  Jun.,  1  sh. 

Nicholas  Pecke,  1  sh. 

Elizatjetli  Hannah  and  Lydia  Winchester,  1  sh. 

This  sould  to  Dau'l  Shepardson. 
Daniel  Smith,  1  sh. 
•Jonathan  Bliss.  1  sh. 
Rice  Leonard,  1  sh. 
William  Saben,  1  sh. 
John  Perriu,  Sen.,  1  sh. 
George  Kendricke,  1  sh. 
George  Robinson,  1  sh. 

John  Doggett,  1  sh.  , 

John  Fitch.  1  sh. 
Richard  Bowen,  Jun.,  1  sh. 
Elizabeth  Bullucke,  1  sh. 
John  Miller,  .Jun.,  1  sh. 
Robert  Fuller,  1  sh. 
Robert  Wheaton,  1  sh. 
Ester  Hal],  1  sh. 
John  Miller,  Sen.,  1  sh. 
Jaret  Ingraham,  1  sh. 
John  liingsley,  1  sh. 
Gilbert  Brookes,  1  sh. 
Thomas  Reade,  1  sh. 
Thomas  Grant,  4  sh. 
-Jonathan  Fuller,  1  sh. 

James  Gillson,  1  sh.  (bought  of  Samuel  Saben), 
Samuel  Luther,  1  sh.    (This  share  sold  to  Mr^ 

Phillip  Squire.) 
Nicholas  Tanner,  1  ^h. 
John  Allen,  Jun.,  1  sh. 
Preserved  Abell,  1  sh.— » 
Francis  Stephens,  1  sh. 
Nicholas  Ide,  1  sh. 
Richard  Whittaker,  1  sh. 


'  Robert  Jones  intended,  but  spelled  as  above  on  the  record. 
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Tbomas  Cooper.  Sen..  1  sli. 

Samuel  Pecke.  1  sli. 

AVilliam  Hix'klaii.l.  I  -li. 

.Io>epli  Hiicklaiul.  1  >li. 

Benjamin  Bucklaud.  1  >li. 

John  Lovell.  1  sli. 

Joanna  Iile,  of  New  Norwieli,  halfe  a  share. 

Thomas  Ormshy,   i   sh..  bought   of  Kiehard 

Boweii.  Sen. 
John  Savage,  h  sh. 

Jaful)  Onnsby,  2  sh.  (that  was  his  mother's). 
John  I'olley.  1  sh.  (that  he  had  of  his  father, 

.Fon.  Moswortli.) 
■\Villiam  Allen,  of  Prudeiisc.  1  sh.  he  houglit 

of  Nathaniel  Paine. 


Nathaniel  Peeke.  1  ^h. 

Israel  Pecke,  1  -li. 

Jonah  Palmer,  1  sh. 

Robert  Miller.  1  sh. 

NathaiiitI     Paine.   1   .sh.    (k  of    it   he  bought 

of  Richard  Bowen,  Sen.,  and   the  other 

of  .leremiah  Wheaton.) 
KIdad  Kinsley,  1  sh. 

The  aforesaid  List  and  the  prefaee  to  it  was 
universally  agreed  ui)on  at  a  Meeting  of  the 
Purchasers,  May  iiSth,  l(iT'2.  to  be  entered  into 
the  Booke  of  Reeortls  for  the  North  Purchased 
Lauds.     This  attested  to  by  me. 

Wiltioin  Carpenter.  Jr..  Clerke. 


This  list  of  proprietors,'  as  the  reader  perceives,  was  made  in  1G72,  by  a 
counuittee  chosen  for  that  purpose. 

The  first  division  of  hinds  in  the  North  Purchase  was  made  June  22,  1658. 
This  division  was  confined  exclusively  to  meadow  land.  It  was  made  before 
the  lands  w^ere  purchased,  and  was  evidently  intended  for  the  immediate  use 
of  the  cattle  of  the  inhabitants.  It  appears  by  the  following  extracts  from 
the  town  records  of  Rehoboth  that  the  Court  had  made  a  grant  of  the 
meadows  in  the  North  Purchase  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  before  the 
rest  of  the  lands  were  granted,  and  this  division  was  therefore  an  authorized 
one. 

February  23,  1657.  At  a  town  meeting  lawfully  warned  it  was  voted, 
''  tiiat  all  the  ^Meadows  lying  on  the  North  side  of  the  town,  which  were 
given  and  granted  to  the  Town  by  the  Court,  shall  be  laid  out  according  to 
person  and  estate." 

"  At  the  same  time  those  men  whose  names  are  here  subscribed  have 
promised  to  go  to  see  what  meadows  they  can  find  on  the  North  sitle  of  our 
Town,  thai  tlicy  may  notify  onr  town,  to  their  liest  judgment,  what  (|uantity 
there  may  be  of  it,  and  this  they  do  freely  on  their  own  charge.  Win.  Car- 
penter Senior  will  go  3  days  on  his  own  charge,  and  if  he  go  any  more  he 
is  to  be  paid  foi'  it.  Wm.  Saliin,  1  day;  Lieut.  Hunt.  2  days;  .Joseph  Peck, 
1  day;  .John  I'eck,  1  day;  Henry  Smitli,  1  ilay  ;  Win.  P>neklin,  2  days; 
Robert  Fuller,  1  day;  .lohn  Head.  1  day;  Thomas  rooper  .lunior,  1  ilay  ; 
Francis  Stephens,   1   day." 

At  the  same  time  those  men  wiiose  names  are  here  subscribed  are  accepted 
of  the  freemen  of  the  town  to  take  up  their  freedom  ;  mimely,  Joseph  Peck, 
John  Peck,  Henry  Smith,  Hobert  Fuller,  John  Fitch,  Steven  Paine,  Jonatinin 
Hliss,  Wm.  Pucklin,  Rice  Leonard.  Several  of  these  persons  afterwards 
removed  to  Attleboroiigh. 

.Inne  22,  1().">X.      It  was   voted.    '•  tlial    all   the    meadow  that    lies    upon    the 


*  Many  of  Uic  slinrcholclcrA  retnuvcd  to  AttlcliorottKli;  others  sold  to  persons  from  other  plnces. 
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North  side  of  the  town,  that  hath  been  visited  bv  certain  men  according  to 
the  town's  order,  shall  be  lotted  out,  according  to  person  and  estate." 

"14  of  the  9th  month,  1661.  Lieut.  Hunt,  and  Wm.  Sabin  were  chosen 
to  confer  with  Mr.  Willett  to  know  what  he  hath  done  about  the  North  side 
of  the  town  in  the  behalf  of  the  town." 

"  The  28  of  the  5  rao.  1662.  It  was  voted  that  John  Woodcock  (after- 
wards of  Attleborough)  should  have  two  rods  of  land  to  build  a  small  house 
on  for  himself  and  his  family  to  be  in  on  the  Lord's  day  in  some  convenient 
place  near  the  meetinghouse,  and  Goodman  Paine  and  Lieut.  Hunt  were 
chosen  to  see  where  the  most  convenient  place  might  be  for  it." 

"  1658,  June  22d.  At  a  town  meeting  lawfully  warned.  Lots  were  drawn 
for  the  meadow^s  that  lie  on  the  North  side  of  the  town,  according  to  person 
and  estate." 

April  18,  1666.  It  was  voted  by  the  town  "  that  the  late  purchasers  of 
land  upon  the  north  side  of  our  town  shall  bear  forty  shillings  in  a  rate 
of  5£  and  so  proportionable  in  all  other  public  charges." 

It  was  also  voted  that  there  should  be  a  three-railed  fence  set  up  and 
maintained  between  the  late  purchased  land  on  the  nortli  side  of  the  town  to 
be  set  up  on  all  the  end  of  the  plain  from  Goodman  Buckland's  lands  to  the 
Mill  river,  "and  every  man  that  is  interested  in  the  said  purchased  Lands  to 
bear  an  equal  proportion  In  the  aforesaid  fence  according  to  their  proportion 
of  Lands." 

It  Avas  also  voted  ''•  to  make  choice  of  a  Committee  for  the  settling  and 
stating  of  the  late  purchased  Lands  on  the  north  side  of  our  town,  viz  : 
whether  such,  as  at  present  seem  questionable,  are  true  proprietors  of  the 
aforesaid  lands  ;  —  and  the  Committee  chosen  were  Capt.  Willett  with  the 
townsmen  and  those  that  stand  engaged  for  the  payment  of  the  aforesaid 
purchased  Lauds."     The  committee  reported  April  23,  1666. 

It  was  also  voted  by  the  town  "  that  Mr.  Goodman  Martin  shall  enjoy  a 
spot  of  fresh  meadow  that  lies  on  the  north  side  of  the  town  lying  at  the  end 
of  the  Great  Plain,  during  his  life  and  his  wife's,  and  at  their  decease  to 
return  to  the  town." 

At  the  same  time  it  was  agreed  between  the  town  and  Captain  Willett, 
"  that  for  the  forty  acres  of  meadow  that  he  is  to  have  to  his  farm,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  town,  he  is  by  agreement  made  with  the  town  to  have 
High  Squisset  and  Low  Squisset.  and  the  bounds  of  the  said  Squisset's 
meadows  to  be  according  to  the  sight  of  the  Surveyors  the  day  that  they  laid 
out  his  farm,  that  is,  Henry  Smith  and  William  Carpenter;  and  he  is  also  to 
have  a  piece  of  meadow  at  the  Seven  Mile  River  near  unto  the  going  out  at 
the  highway,  and  six  acres  of  meadow  at  the  Ten  Mile  Eiver,  and  what  there 
wants  of  the  six  acres  in  quality  is  to  be  made  up  in  quantity  —  the  said  six 
acres  of  meadow  on  the  Ten  Mile  River  lies  by  the  old  highway  as  we  go  into 
tlie  Bay." 
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"April  23d.  1666.  The  Committee  that  was  chosen  bv  the  town  April 
18th  1666.  at  a  town  meeting,  for  the  stating  and  settling  of  tlie  late  pnr- 
chased  lauds,  upon  the  North  side  of  our  town,  the  aforesaid  committee 
being  met  together  this  twenty  thiid  of  April,  we  see  cause  tiiat  there  shall 
be  seventy  six  whole  shares  and  equal  purchasers  in  the  aforesaid  Lands,  and 
six  persons  that  have  half  shares,  which  we  see  cause  to  add  to  the  seventy 
six  whole  shares,  so  that  the  whole  number  of  shares  amounts  to  seventy  nine 
shares." 

May  10,  1666.  At  a  town  meeting  lawfully  warned,  the  town  concluded 
to  have  a  meeting  upon  the  last  Tuesday  in  June,  •'  to  consider  of  the 
meadows  on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  how  they  may  lie  disj)os«ed  of  for 
this  present  year;  it  is  therefore  agreed  by  this  town,  that  no  man  shall  mow 
a  load  or  a  part  of  a  load  of  grass,  before  the  town  hath  disposed  of  them, 
upon  the  penalty  of  twenty  shillings  the  load  or  part  of  a  load." 

October  16,  1666.  At  a  town  meeting  it  was  concluded  that  the  pur- 
chased lands  on  the  north  side  of  the  towu  ''  shall  be  divided  l)etween  this 
and  the  first  of  INIay  next  ensuing."  It  was  also  voted  by  the  towu,  "  that 
no  person  shall  fall  any  trees  upon  the  aforesaid  lands  on  the  north  side  of 
our  towu  before  the  said  lands  be  divided,  upon  the  penalty  of  ten  shillings 
for  ever}'  tree  so  fallen."  The  same  day  John  Doggett,  John  Woodcock, 
and  John  Titus  weie  chosen  by  the  towu  "to  see  what  timber  trees  are 
fallen  on  tlie  late  purchased  lands  on  the  north  side  of  our  town,  and  they 
shall  have  the  forfeiture  for  their  pains,  and  the  trees  to  those  that  the  land 
shall  fall  to." 

June  22.  1667.  At  a  town  meeting  it  was  voted  by  the  town  tliat  the 
meadows  lying  on  tlie  north  side  of  the  town  "  shall  be  for  this  present  year, 
as  they  were  the  last  year." 

April  10,  166H.  "The  town  chose  a  Conimittee  to  go  and  view  the 
meadows  that  are  in  the  North  Puicliasc  and  to  acre  tiiem  out.  to  divide  them 
into  three  score  and  eighteen  parts  and  a  half,  and  to  marlv  ami  l)ound  out 
each  ])art  and  put  in  sue!)  swamps  as  in  their  prudence  they  tiiink  meet,  to 
be  laid  out  in  the  said  division  —  provided  they  do  it  I'qually  as  they  can. 
The  said  committee  are  Antlnjiiy  Perry,  Philip  Walker,  'I"houi:is  Wilniot,' 
Nicholas  Ide  ;   to  Ijc  paid  by  the  wiiole  company  of  pmchasers.'" 

May  13,  lOB^S.  The  town  ninde  .-m  agicement  with  (ioodiiian  Alliii  ••  that 
he  is  to  have  the  twenty  acres  of  Meadow  tlial  is  laid  out  liy  l-.iisign  Smitli 
at  Siiiechcticouet,  and  the  Meadow  called  the  Parson's  Meadow,  and  all  that 
is  witiiiii  his  faru),  for  his  tiiirty  acres  of  meadow  tiiat  he  purchased  of  .Major 
Winsl(»w  —  anil  also  for  his  fidl  share  of  meadow  on  the  North  Purchase." 
It  was  also  voted  ••  tjiat  tiie  r;iles  upon  the  North  side  of  the  town  be  lowei'ed, 
.Mild  part  taken  oft,  that  is  to  say,  whereas  the  hinds  upon  the  Noitli  Purchase 


iNow  Wninnrtli 


HISTORY   OF  ATTLEBOBOUGH.  61 

paid  40  sliilliugs  of  5  pounds  in  all  rates,  that  now  the  said  lands  shall  pay 
20  shillings  in  5  pounds  until  the  town  see  cause  to  alter  it." 

May  26,  1668.  It  was  voted  that  John  Woodcock  "shall  have  the 
meadow  upon  the  Ten  Mile  River  between  Capt.  Willett's  meadow  and  his 
own  Meadow,  and  another  piece  that  the  townsmen  shall  appoint  him  that 
were  chosen  by  the  town  to  acre  the  meadows  in  the  North  Purchase,  for  two 
shares  of  meadow  on  the  N.  Purchase." 

The  26th  of  May,  1668,  lots  were  drawn  for  the  meadows  ^  in  the  North 
Purchase. 

The  first  division  of  general  lands  was  granted  by  the  proprietors  at  a 
meeting  held  February  9,  1668.  Lots  were  drawn  for  this  division  March 
18,  1668-69.     The  previous  divisions  had  been  confined  to  meadow  land. 

"At  a  town  meeting  lawfully  warned  February  9th  1668,  it  was  voted 
that  there  should  be  Fifty  acres  of  upland  laid  out  on  the  north  side  of  the 
town  to  every  share,  speedily  ;  and  the  rest  to  be  laid  out  with  as  mucli  con- 
veniency  as  may  be."  This  was  the  first  general  division,  and  the  number  of 
proprietors  was  eighty-two.  In  1685  it  was  eighty-three,  and  at  another  divi- 
sion, November  7,  1699,  the  number  had  increased  to  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three.  It  was  voted  that  there  should  be  a  committee  chosen  "  to  view  where 
there  is  good  laud  for  the  laying  out  of  a  division  of  lands  on  the  north  pur- 
chase," and  that  the  aforesaid  fifty  acres  to  a  share  should  be  forthwith  laid 
out,  and  then  lots  should  be  drawn  by  the  aforesaid  purchasers  according  to 
the  agreement. 

At  a  town  meeting  lawfully  warned  the  18th  of  March,  1668-69,  "  it  was 
voted  that  there  should  be  fifty  acres  of  land  laid  out  to  a  share  on  the  North 
purchased  lands." 

It  was  also  provided  that  the  purchasers  should  draw  lots  for  their  choice  ; 
and  that  each  one  should  choose  his  lands  successively  according  to  his  turn, 
and  give  notice  to  the  next  in  turn  ;  and  that  if  any  neglected  or  refused  to 
make  choice  and  lay  out  his  laud  in  his  turn,  for  the  space  of  three  days 
after  notice  was  given  him,  he  should  wait  until  all  others  had  made  choice 
in  regular  order. 

At  this  meeting  a  committee  of  eight  were  chosen,  any  two  of  whom 
might  act,  to  see  that  these  rights  should  not  be  laid  out  so  as  to  inter- 
fere with  highways,  previous  divisions  of  meadows,  or  other  lotments.  This 
committee  were  William  Sabin,  Nicholas  Peck,  Samuel  Newman,  James 
Reddeway,  Thomas  Willmot,  Samuel  Peck,  Lieutenant  Hunt.  Joseph  Buck- 
land.  Nine  purchasers  entered  a  protest  against  the  manner  of  laying  out 
the  lands  by  choosing  ;  namely.  Captain  Willett,  Mr.  Myles,  AVilliam  Sabin, 
Mr.  Brown,  Deacon  Cooper,  John  Miller,  Sen.,  John  Peren,  Sen.,  George 
Kendrieke,  William  Carpenter. 


1  Gi'anted  by  the  Court  previous  to  the  purchase. 
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••The  Names'  of  those  that  drew  for  a 
18tb  March,   1668-0." 


JohiiTitii> 

Joseph  Hufklaml 

John  l)rms)>y 

Children's  Lands  - 

Nath'l  Paine 

Goody  Hide 

Rico  Leonard 

John  Allin.  Jiin. 

Nicholas  Peck 

Ichabod  MilltM-,  Jun. 

Robert  Wheaton 

Jolin  DoiTjictt 

Deacon  Cooper 

Phillip  Walker 

Tho.  Read 

Joseph  Peck 

John  Read,  Sen. 

Jonathan  Bliss 

Roger  Amidowne 

Stephen  Paine.  Jun. 

Thomas  and  Jacob  Orrasby 

Richanl  Bullock 

Daniel  Smith 

.John  Kini'slcy 

Obadiah  Bowing 

John  Peren.  Sen. 


l{obert  .loanes 
Will.  Buckland 
•Tames  Gillson 
Israil  Peck 
Anth.  Perry 
EUlad  Kingsley 
Tho.  Coiiiier,  Jun. 
Mr.  Myles 
Richanl  Beniis.  Jr. 
John  Fitcli 
Joseph  Carpenter 
^Preserved  Abel 
,Tohn  Woodcock 
John  Allen,  Sen. 
Nich.  Ide 
Capt.  Willet 
-James  Reddeway 
Sam.  Newman 
Stephen  Paine,  Sen. 
Jona.  Palmer 
Roltert  Miller 
Tho.  Willmot 
Gilbert  Brooks 
Wid.  Carpenter 
Left.  Hunt 
Jaret  Ingraham 
Francis  Stephens 


Division  on  the  Nortii  Purchase, 


John  Read.  Jun. 
Mr.  Newman 
IJicli.  Martin 
•lolin  Buttcrworth 
(ieorge  Kcndrick 
John  Lowell 
Thomas  Grant 
Mr.  Brown 
Nath.  Peck 
George  Robinson 
.Tonathan  Fuller 
.lunathan  Bosworth 
Sam.  Peck 
Robert  Fuller 
Nath.  Paine,  Jr. 
Richard  Whittaker 
Sam.  <  arpenter 
Edward  Hall 
Nicholas  Tanner 
John  Savage 
Will.  Sabeu 
Will.  Carpenter 
Sampson  Mason 
John  Peck 
Ben.  Buckland 
Hen.  Smith 
Sam.  Luther 


Comphiiiits  were  often  made  that  the  hinds  in  the  North  Purchase  were 
rate<l  or  assessed  too  high.     There  is  the  following  record  on  this  subject :  — 

At  a  meeting  of  proprietors  of  the  North  Purchase  the  'idtli  of  August, 
ItlTO.  it  was  voted,  "  that  the  townsmen  should  choose  tluee  men  to  discuss 
and  also  to  end  any  difference  with  such  persons  as  are  chosen  l>y  the  coni- 
plainers  of  the  provisions  of  the  Rates."  The  time  set  to  meet  was  ''  this 
day  s'en'nit  at  the  meeting  house;  and  if  not  ended  to  attend  the  next  Court 
at  Plymouth  to  defend  and  answer  such  complaints  as  are  made  against  the 
rating  of  these  lands." 

A  mile  and  a  half  on  the  south  side  of  this  town  was  grauti'il  to  l\t'hol>oth, 
hy  order  of  Court,  .June,  1668.^ 

.June,  16fiH.  '•  This  Court  have  ordered  that  a  tract  of  land  eontaining  a 
mile  and  a  half  lying  on  the  North  side  of  the  town  of  Hehol)oth  is  allowed 
to  l>c  the  proper  right  of  the  said  township.     And  for  such  lands  as  are  lying 


•  Sc<-  l-i-t  of  rr<.i.ilti..r8  In  1707,  Scptcnihcr  10,  N.  I'.  Ur.oi-.ls,  \,,l.  j,  p.  ;t.  s.r  l.int  Ainll  14, 
17.^'I,  vol.  i.  p.  l.'W. 

'ClilWlreii  of  AlfxaiKJer  Whiclicslcr,  'Icccaneil. 

^  It  \vu«  rc»ton'<l  to  AttlclioniiiKli  In  1710.  Jf  It  —  the  North  I'urchaHe—  WelonKcd  to,  inul  \v«»  .-k  part 
of  Itrholiotli.  why  >\\>\  Hint  town  mhW  fur  an  rnlnnjimeiit  of  a  mile  nntl  a  half  from  that  territory  when 
the  wlioli-  trnrt  liulonKeil  to  It? 
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betwixt  the  Bay  line  and  it  is  to  be  accounted  within  the  Constablerick  of 
Eehoboth,  until  the  Court  shall  order  it  otherwise.  And  that  such  farms  as 
lyeth  within  the  said  liberties  shall  be  responsible  in  point  of  rating  at  the 
Colony's  disposal."  —  Old  Col.  Rec. 

There  is  the  following  vote  concerning  this  tract  in  Rehoboth  Records  :  — 

November  8,  1670.  At  a  town  meeting  lawfully  warned  it  was  voted  that 
the  line  should  be  forthwith  run  between  the  North  Purchase  and  the  mile  and 
a  half  given  to  the  town  for  enlargement. 

The  committee  were  "  Lieut.  Hunt  and  Ensign  Smith,  Nicholas  Peck  and 
Will.  Carpenter." 

Committees  were  also  chosen  to  see  that  no  timber  on  the  north  side  should 
be  "  fallen  or  drawn  away."  Great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  preventing 
the  loss  of  timber  on  the  undivided  lands. 

December  26,  1670.  It  was  voted  that  there  should  be  a  town  meeting 
"  this  day  fortnight  about  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,"  and  that  there 
should  be  a  committee  chosen  "  to  draw  up  such  propositions  as  they  think  will 
be  most  expedient  for  the  settling  of  the  differences  on  the  north  side  of  the 
town  concerning  those  lands,  considering  that  all  the  purchasers  of  the  land 
have  not  yet  given  them,  Mr.  Brown  engaging  to  give  notice  to  all  the  pro- 
prietors of  those  lands  that  dwell  at  Swansea  ;  and  that  these  propositions  be 
tendered  at  the  said  town  meeting,  that,  if  it  were  the  will  of  God,  there 
might  be  a  unanimous  agreement.  The  committee  chosen  were  Lieut.  Hunt, 
Ensign  Smith,  Nathaniel  Paine,  Nicholas  Peck  and  Anthony  Perr}'." 

November  23,  1670.  A  committee  was  chosen  to  meet  the  treasurer  of 
Taunton  to  settle  the  bounds  between  the  North  Purchase  and  Taunton 
North  Purchase.  Committee  were  "  Ensign  Smith,  Wm.  Sabin,  Wm. 
Carpenter." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors.  May  28,  1672,  it  was  voted  "  that  for 
the  comfortable  and  peaceable  settlement  of  the  lauds  and  meadows  on  the 
North  side  of  the  town  ;  —  whereas  there  has  been  great  dissatisfaction  in 
respect  of  the  unequal  division  of  meadows  ;  —  and,  forasmuch  as  there  was 
a  Committee  chosen  in  the  year  1688  for  the  bounding  of  the  meadows 
betwixt  the  Tens;  — there  shall  be  a  new  committee  added  to  them,  to  make 
diligent  search  and  take  a  deliberate  view  of  the  meadows  and  swamps  within 
all  the  several  Tens,  with  power  to  add  to  those  Tens  which  needed  amend- 
ment, and  bound  them  all ;  and  also  to  redress"  any  grievance  which  any  par- 
ticular person  suffers.  This  order  is  not  to  take  place  till  after  six  months." 
It  was  provided  that  the  said  committee  should  "  bound  all  the  Tens  before 
any  more  upland  lots  are  laid  out,  if  they  do  it  within  two  months." 

At  a  meeting  of  purchasers,  February  18,  1684,  it  was  voted  that  there 
should  be  a  division  of  fifty  acres  to  a  share  in  the  North  Purchase  ;  William 
Carpenter  was  chosen  surveyor  to  lay  it  out.  Voted  that  there  should  be  a 
meeting  of  the  purchasers  to  draw  lots  for  said  division  "  the  last  Tuesday 
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of  June  next  ensuinir."  Accordingly,  at  u  meeting  held  .Inno  29,  lG8i3,  lots 
vrere  drawn  ftn-  said  fifty  acres  of  upland  among  eighty-three  persons. 

At  a  proprietors'  meeting,  October  31,  1699,  it  was  voted  that  there  should 
be  two  divisions  of  lands  in  'the  North  Purchase  forthwith  laid  out  to  the  said 
proprietors  according  to  their  rights  in  said  lands,  that  is.  fifty  acres  to  a 
whole  share  in  both  divisions  ;  namely,  twenty-five  acres  to  the  first  division, 
and  twenty-five  acres  to  the  second  division  ;  "  and  he  that  is  first  in  the 
first  division  shall  be  last  in  the  second  division,"  and  so  on. 

At  their  next  meeting.  November  7,  1699,  the  proprietors  drew  lots  for  the 
new  division.  They  had  increased  at  this  time  to  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  in  number. 

In  the  vear  169-i  the  inhabitants  of  the  North  Purchase  were  incorporated 
into  a  township  by  an  Act  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts. 

Previous  to  this  time,  as  has  been  stated,  the  North  Purchase  was  within 
the  jurisdiction.  Init  not  within  the  chartered  limits,  of  Rehoboth.  It  was 
annexed  to  that  town,  for  a  temporary  and  special  purpose.  If  it  had  been 
a  part  of  the  town,  there  was  no  need  of  annexation.  The  inhabitants  were 
subjected  to  the  municipal  authority,  and  had  for  the  time  all  the  rights  of 
freemen  of  that  town.  It  was  properly  a  plantation  of  Rehoboth.  It  was 
ordered  bv  Plymouth  Court  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  town  until 
it  should  be  incorporated.  July  o,  1671.  ''The  Court  have  ordered  that 
the  North  Purchase  (so  called)  shall  lie  unto  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  until 
it  comes  to  be  a  township ;  and  in  the  meantime  to  bear  the  seventh  part 
of  all  the  rates  that  shall  be  levied  for  the  public  charges  of  that  town ; 
and  when  the  said  Purchase  shall  become  a  Township  by  itself,  then  the  said 
township  of  Rehoboth  to  ])e  eased  in  their  rates."  —  Old  Col.  Rec. 

An  act  raising  £4,841  10s.  for  the  whole  province  was  passed  October  27, 
1694-9.'),  and  Attlel)orough  was  assessed  £12.  It  was  common  to  provide  for 
the  government  of  these  outlying  settlements  by  annexing  them  to  some 
town  having  a  municijjal  government  or  legal  status.' 


» In  1661  Plymouth  Court  ortltreil  that   Ki-hoboth  jurisdiction  oxttml  over  or  "  unto  Sowamsett." 
See  Bli»»'  Itehohoth,  )>.  5i. 
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CHAPTER   II. 


BLACKSTONE. 


THE  first  white  inbabitaut  within  the  original  limits  of  the  town  was  the 
celebrated  AVilliam  Blackstone.  a  man  of  many  peculiarities  and  a 
singular  history-  He  was  also  the  first  settler  and  sole  progenitor  of  Shaw- 
mut,  now  the  site  of  the  great  city  of  Boston.  There  were  two  or  three  indi- 
viduals at  a  distance,  on  Maverick  and  Thompson's  islands  in  the  harbor, 
apparently  having  no  connection  with  him.i  Everything  relating  to  the 
unique  life  of  this  eccentric  though  amiable  man  must  be  interesting  not  only 
to  the  people  of  this  town,  but  to  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  ancient 
history  of  the  colonies. 

He  came  to  this  country  from  England  soon  after  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  as 
early  as  1625-26,  and  settled  first  at  Boston,  called  by  the  Indians  Shajrmut, 
meaning  a  spring  of  water.  Here  he  commenced  his  solitary  life,  built  his 
house,  cultivated  his  lands,  and  planted  his  orchard,  where  the  first  apples 
in  Massachusetts  were  grown.  He  had  undoubtedly  occupied  the  peuinsula 
several  years,  and  alone,  prior  to  the  arrival  of  Governor  Wiuthrop's  Com- 
pany in  1630.  They  at  first  located  themselves  at  Charlestown,  but  finding 
the  water  bad,  and  "liking  that  plain  neck  that  was  then  called  Blackstone's 
Neck,"  they  soon  removed  by  invitation  to  the  peninsula,  where  they  found 
a  good  spring  of  water. 

Mr.  Blackstone  had  been  in  England  a  clergj^man  of  the  Established 
Church,  and  was  a  well-educated  man  ;  he  graduated  at  Emmanuel  College, 
Cambridge  University,  receiving  his  degree  A.B.  in  1617,  and  A.M.  in  1621. 
What  the  special  occasion  of  his  leaving  his  native  country  and  coming  here 
was,  is  not  wholly  known.  It  is  thought  by  some  that  he  had  some  connec- 
tion with  Sir  Ferdinand  Gorges-  in  his  enterprise.  Xone  have  traced  him 
to  his  birthplace  or  any  home  in  his  native    countr}',  for  the  name  is  not 


^One  Walford,  lived  at  Charlestown;  Maverick,  on  what  is  now  East  Boston;  Thompson,  on  the 
island  still  bearing  his  name;  and  Blackstone,  at  Shawmut,  are  supposed  to  have  heM  their  lands 
under  Gorges'  patent,  and  thoughtto  have  been  the  pioneers  of  a  projected  plantation.  See  a  pamphlet 
entitled  "  Blackstone,  Boston's  First  Inhabitant,"  published  in  Boston,  in  1S77. 

2  In  1623  a  patent  was  issued  to  Robert  Gorges,  son  of  Sir  Ferdinand  Gorges,  including  ten  miles  on 
Massachusetts  Bay,  thirty  inland,  and  some  islands,  and  it  is  now  said  that  ISlackstone  received 
a  right  from  him,  and  that  he  may  have  come  to  this  country  in  1623,  with  the  colonists  whom  Gorges 
sent  out  in  that  year  to  establish  a  plantation  at  Weymouth.  Subsequently  Sir  Ferdinand  Gorges 
persuaded  his  son  to  give  up  bis  patent,  and  in  1629  another  was  issued  to  Winthrop,  who  arrived  in 
1630,  as  stated  above.    See  pamphlet  above  quoted. 
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a  very  ooimnon  one  in  Knglanil.'  He  lived,  however,  in  an  age  of  religions- 
bigotry,  intoleriuiee,  anil  persecntion,  and,  '•  not  l)eing  able,"  as  lie  said,  "  to 
endure  tlie  powt-r  of  the  Lords  l)ishoiis,"  he  left  his  native  land  and  sought, 
an  asyhun  in  the  wilds  of  Anu'iiea.  where  he  might  enjoy  his  own  opinions 
unmolested. 

The  pi-ninsuia.  as  we  have  seen,  was  ealled  "  Rlackstone's  Neck,"  and  as 
first  oeenpant  of  the  place  he  claimed  the  whole  as  his  property.  After 
residing  a  few  years  with  the  new  settlers  of  Shatciiiut,  he  found  there  was 
the  same  intolerant  and  overbearing  spirit  among  those  new  associates. 
They  attempted  to  eject  him  from  his  lands  under  pretence  that  they  were 
entitled  to  them  liy  a  grant  from  the  English  king.  Mr.  Blackstone  declined 
to  have  his  rights  taken  from  him  even  by  a  sceptered  hand,  saying  in  his 
independent  and  characteristic  way,  •'  The  King  asserteth  sovereignty  of  this 
New  England  because  John  and  Sebastian  Cabot  sailed  along  the  coast  with- 
out even  lauding  at  any  place  ;  and  if  the  quality  of  sovereignty  can  subsist 
upon  the  substratum  of  mere  inspection,  surely  the  quality  of  property  can 
subsist  upon  that  of  actual  occupancy,  which  is  the  foundation  of  my  claim.'* 
Becoming  thus  very  naturally  "discontented  with  the  power  of  the  Lords 
Brethren,"  he  felt  compelled  to  seek  another  retreat.  His  claim  was  recog- 
nized by  the  new  settlers,  but  to  how  just  an  extent  it  is  dithcult  to  deter- 
mine. At  one  time  they  decided  to  set  off  fifty  acres  for  him  *'  near  to  his 
house  in  Boston,  to  enjoy  forever,"  but  this  seems  not  to  have  been  a  satis- 
factory offer,  and  finally  they  purchased  the  relinquishment  of  his  title, 
reserving  for  him  hi.s  garden  and  house  lot  and  pasture  al)out  six  acres  in 
all.  According  to  Prlnc<''s  Chronicles^  his  cottage  stood  '"on  the  south  side 
of  Ciiarh'S  river  month,  on  a  point  of  land  called  lUackstone's  Point,"  and 
near  a   spring.-     INIr.    lUackstone   must   liave  l)een  a   man   of    suhstancf.   for 


'  But  I  have  found  the  following  memornnda  in  one  of  the  ancient  local  liisiorlcs  of  Kn^'lanit ;  John 
Blaxton,  \lcar  of  Osinington,  in  Dorset,  Kiil.  \n  MiSO,  Mr.  .lolm  Blavtoii  iiicinnlKMil,  ami  had  l>eea 
tiO  twenty  eljrht  years.  He  was  the  author  of  the  followiuK  w<.rk,  imlili-hed  in  1(^!4  :  ••  The  Kngllsh 
l-'curer,  or  I "i-ury  condemned,  hy  the  most  learned  and  famous  Divines  of  tlic  Church  of  Knglaud. 
Collecte<l  l>y  .lolin  Itla.xfon,  Treacher  of  God's  Word  at  Osmlnjrtim,  In  Dorsetshire."  "London: 
Printed  l>y  .lolin  Norton,  and  are  to  be  solil  hy  Kram-is  ISowman  in  Oxford.  1^4."  In  l(i,V>-.VJ  ".John 
Blaxton  the  Vicar,  had  an  augmentation  out  of  Lord  Peters'  impropriation  here."  There  was 
a  Samuel  Klaxton,  -lune  ."i,  l)M>-2.  /liilchiii'»  Donn'tshirc,  vol.  I,  p.  432.  These  were  cotenipi>rarles  of 
our  Black»t«>ne.  What  connection,  if  any,  did  they  hear  to  hlni?  There  was  a  .John  Blaxton  in  tho 
time  of  Kllzalieth,  and  one  .Marmaduke  Blaxton  was  admitted  A.M.  at  (Queen's  College,  and  in  1625 
"  he  was  a  dignitary  in  the  Church  of  Durham."  (hie  .lolin  Blackstone,  a  niemher  of  Parliament, 
seems  to  have  liikcn  an  active  lnt«-re-t  in  the  cirly  plantations  of  this  State,  lie  was  a  memlier  of 
the  "Council"  which  issued  patents,  and  as  su<h,  "joined  in  a  pow»'r  to  William  Blackstone  to 
deliver  seisin  under  one  of  Its  patents."  It  Is  not  positively  known  II  relationship  hctwcen  tlieso 
two  exlste<l,  hut  It  may  with  roundatlon  he  so  coiijeciureil.     See  pamphlet  lietorc  i|Uotcd. 

'  It  Is  now  the  accepteil  fa<t  that  Wlnthrop's  (  ompany  a<'knowledged  Blackstoiu-'s  cl.iim,  under  tho 
(iorges  patent,  to  the  U-rritory  Hnl»-ci|ueiitly  granted  to  them,  and  so  purchased  his  right  to  the 
territory  to  which  he  had  Invited  them  In  their  sore  distress,  when  fatal  sickness  assailed  them  at 
Charlestown.  Blark-lone  was  admltteil  a  freeman  In  1(01;  In  UKV.i  the  llfty  acn-s  of  lainl  was  set  off 
to  him  near  hU  Iioum-,  and  In  KBM  "he  releaseil  all  except  six  acres  In  a  (f»-neral  release  of  the  whole 
pcnluHula."    This  flfty  acres,  his  "park  and    pasture,"  mentioned    In   tin-   deposition   of  Oillyn   a» 
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in  1628  liis  share  of  a  le\\y  made  to  defray  the  expenses  of  "the  campaign 
against  Morton  at  Merry  Mount "  was  twelve  shillings,  a  large  sum  for  those 
days,  and  though  the  smallest  of  the  several  levies  made,  was  more  than 
a  third  of  that  of  the  w^hole  town  of  Salem. 

"With  the  purchase  money  for  his  lands  he  bought  a  "stock  of  cows," 
which  he  carried  with  him  when  he  removed  to  his  new  settlement  on  the 
Pawtucket  Kiver.  Instead  of  contending  with  his  neighbors  he  fled  from 
their  society  and  persecutions.  It  was  in  1634  that  he  sold  his  right  and 
title  in  the  peninsula  to  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  each  one  paying  him  six 
shillings,  and  some  of  them  more. 

The  following  document,  quoted  in  Shaw's  History  of  Boston,  gives  some 

of  the  particulars  of  this  purchase  :  — 

The  deposition  of  John  Odiyn.  aged  aijout  82  years;  Robert  Walker,  aged  about  78  years; 
Francis  Hudson,  aged  about  66  years;  and  William  Lytherlaud,  aged  76  years.  These 
deponents  being  autieut  dwellers  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  from  the  time  of  the 
first  planting  thereof,  do  jointly  testify  and  depose,  that  in  or  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  six- 
teen hundred  and  thirty  four,  the  then  present  inhabitants  of  said  town,  (of  whom  the  Hon. 
John  Winthrop,  Esq.  Governor  of  the  Colony,  was  chiefe),  did  treate  and  agree  with  Mr. 
William  Blackstone  for  the  purchase  of  his  estate  and  right  in  any  lands  lying  within  the  said 
neck  of  land,  called  Boston,  and  for  said  purchase  agreed  that  every  householder  should  pay 
six  shillings,  which  was  accordingly  collected  —  none  paying  less,  some  considerably  more; 
and  the  said  sum  was  paid  to  Mr.  Blackstone,  to  his  full  content.  Reserving  unto  himself 
about  six  acres  of  land  on  the  point,  commonly  called  Blackstone's  Point,  on  part  whereof  his 
then  dwelling-house  stood.  After  which  purchase,  the  town  laid  out  a  place  for  a  Training 
Field,  which  ever  since,  and  now  is  used  for  that  purpose,  and  for  the  feeding  of  cattle: 
Walker  and  Lytherland  further  testify,  that  Mr.  Blackstone  bought  a  stock  of  cowes  with  th 
money  he  received,  and  removed  near  Providence,  where  he  lived  till  the  day  of  his  death. 
Sworn  to  the  10th  of  June,  1684,  before  S.  Bradstreet,  Governor,  and  Samuel  Sewall,  Assistant. 

Mr.  Blackstone  received  £30  for  his  right  to  the  peninsula  as  appears 
by  the  following  record:  The  "10th  day  of  the  9  mo.  1634."  Voted  that 
a  rate  be  made,  namely  :  "  a  rate  for  £30  to  Mr.  Blackstone." 

Reckoning  March  ^  the  first  month,  this  assessment  was  made  in  November. 
The  purchase  of  course  was  made  previous  to  this  date,  and  Blackstone,  in  all 
probability,  removed  early  in  the  subsequent  spring.  We  can  hardly  con- 
ceive the  difficulties  of  such  a  journey  at  that  time.  No  highways  opened  a 
passage  for  him,  and  the  Indian  paths  led  in  varying  directions.  No  sign- 
posts pointed  a  gtiidiug  finger  for  the  traveler  ;  he  must  find  his  way  unaided, 
and,  more  than  that,  guide  his  wayward  cattle  and  transport  his  household 
goods.  How  this  was  done  we  cannot  tell,  but  it  was  in  some  way  successfully 
accomplished. 


having  been  made  into  a  "training  field,"  vras  without  doubt  Boston's  beautiful  Common.  His 
orchard  was  close  by,  and  his  house  probably  stood  on  the  site  "bounded  by  Beacon,  Walnut,  and 
Spruce  Streets."  Beyond  the  deposition  of  Odlyn,  one  of  Anne  Pollard,  the  first  of  Winthrop's 
colonists  to  leap  ashore,  which  was  taken  in  1711,  confirms  the  boundaries  of  Blackstone's  property, 
as  do  his  deed  to  Richard  Pepys  of  six  acres,  and  various  deeds  and  wills  relating  to  the  same  for 
a  hundred  years  after  his  departure  to  Attleborough. 

^  The  year,  according  to  Old  Style,  commenced  March  25,  Pope  Gregory's  correction  of  1582  not 
Tjeing  adopted  by  the  English  Parliament  until  1751,  more  than  a  century  later  than  this  date. 
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It  is  said  that  he  residod  in  ^hmcimtt  about  ten  years,  and  the  authority 
may  be  relied  on  as  quite  accurate.  One  Lechford,  an  Englishman,  who 
visited  America  in  1637,  and  published  his  writings  in  London  in  1641,  says: 
"  One  ^klaster  Blaxton,  a  minister  went  from  Boston,  having  lived  there  nine 
or  ten  years,  he  lives  neere  blaster  Williams,  but  is  far  from  his  opinions." 
In  1635.  then,  he  removed  about  thirty-five  miles  to  another  retreat  still 
farther  in  the  wilderness.  This  place  •  was  on  the  banks  of  the  Pawtueket 
Rivev — which  now  bears  his  name  —  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  his 
lauds  adjoining  it.  It  was  within  the  ancient  limits  of  Attleborough.  in  that 
part  called  the  Gore,  now  Cumberland,  R.  I.  Writers  have  seemod  to  mis- 
understand the  facts  with  regard  to  his  residence.  Blackstone  never  lived  in 
Rhode  Island.  After  his  removal  from  Boston,  he  located,  lived,  and  died 
within  the  territory  of  Plymouth,  or  Old  Colony.  The  boundaries  are  dilTer- 
ent  from  what  they  were  when  he  lived  :ind  died.  Cumberland  was  not  set 
off  to  Rhode  Island  till  1747.  more  than  one  hundred  and  ten  j'ears  after  he 
located  himself  in  the  Relioboth  North  Purchase.  It  was  seventy  years  after  his 
death  before  the  change  in  the  line  between  the  two  States.  The  Pawtueket 
River  was  then  the  boundary  l)etween  the  Colonies,  and  Blackstone  was  this 
side  the  river,  and  the  territory  which  he  occupied  and  cultivated,  and  which 
contains  his  grave,  was  in  ^Massachusetts."  Some  historians  forget  the  dis- 
cretionary powers  of  the  Royal  Commissioners  and  their  arbitrary  proceedings 
under  their  ••  Commissions  by  order  of  the  King  in  Council." 

This  time,  1635,  was  about  ten  years  before  the  settlement  of  Rehob(Hh, 
and  a  few  years  before  that  of  Providence,  for  it  was  in  1636  that  Roger 
Williams  came  to  Seekonk,  which  place  he  was  obliged  to  leave,  going  from 
there  to  the  place  which  was  later  Providence.  Here  in  this  secluded  forest 
Blackstone  found  a  congenial  home  amid  the  solemn  silence  of  nature.  Here 
he  rebuilt  a  house,  rei)lanted  orchard  and  garden,  surrounding  them  with  a 
park  for  his  daily  walk,  and  here  he  laid  out  his  fields  for  cultivation.  Here 
he  could  indulge  his  love  for  meditation,  enjoy  the  companionship  of  nature 
and  his  much  loved  animals,  with  his  books  and  studies  to  charm  the  loneliest 
hours.  Here  in  this  quiet  spot,  this  peaceful  solitude  on  the  banks  of  a 
gently  flowing  river,  he  lived  the  remaining  forty  years  of  his  life,  and  here 
for  more  than  two  hundred  years  he  has  slept  in  the  mori'  pcacctiil,  niort'  pro- 
foiMul  silence  of  the  grave. 

His  dwelling-house,  which  lie  (-illed  "  Study  ihill,"  was  a  few  rods  from  tiie 
banks  of  the  river,  near  the   liill   wliicli  ascended    by  a  gentle  slope,  and    his 


'  It  wa8  InclU'lf"!  In  tliu  II.  N.  I'.,  cinhnici-'l  liy  the  l.oiiiKlarU-H  of  till-  town  wlirii  l(  \va-  lin<.i|MiriiICM| 
ftii"!  fio  rcmalni'il  fur  mori-  tliiiii  u  ••t'litury. 

'Thl»  tcTTltory  wiik  rnllol  llu:  "  AIIIcIioioukIi  Cioic,"  lifciiiisu  tin-  tract  wlilcli  was  afterwanln  named 
Cuml>frlan<l  (viinmiMKCMl  at  a|mliiion  the  i-iiHt  hIioic  of  I'awliickcl  Klvi-r  dmw  tlif  IllackHtotir  ,  and 
ran  a  line  north  line  to  the  M«(*»ft<hu«ctt-*  Colony  line,  <uttlnn  or  "llvlillnn  Attlrliornujrli  Into  two 
nearly  e>|Ual  pnrtii,  inaklnK  Cuinlierlaml  In  the  form  of  a  fan  or  ^oie  —  a  trlanKlf,  with  Uk  south  point 
on  the  river—  HpreaMInK  on  the  Hay  line  about  seven  miles. 
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orchard  was  just  east  of  the  hill.  This  eminence  he  called  "  Study  Hill,"  a 
name  it  long  retained.  The  place  is  about  three  miles  above  Pawtucket,  in 
the  present  town  of  Lonsdale,  where  the  late  Colonel  Simon  Whipple  resided. 
The  Indian  name  of  the  place  was  Waivepoonseag ^  the  place  of  nets  or  snares, 
v:aice  meaning  a  goose.  This  name  is  mentioned  in  the  "  Plymouth 
Records  "  in  describing  the  boundaries  of  the  North  Purchase,  in  1661  :  "  From 
Rehoboth,  ranging  upon  Pawtucket  River,  to  a  place  called  by  the  natives 
Waicejioonseag,^  where  our  Blackstone  now  sojourneth."  His  title  to  the 
lands  which  he  occupied  was  respected  by  the  Plymouth  government.  Accord- 
ing to  the  "  Old  Colony  Records,"  on  "  March  5th,  1671,  Mr.  Stephen  Paine, 
Sen.  of  Rehoboth,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  Tanner  were  appointed  by  the  Court  to 
see  Mr.  Blackstone's  land  laid  forth  according  to  the  grant."  After  his 
death  the  government  ordered  them  recorded  to  him. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Blackstone  must  have  lived  in  complete  isolation  and 
seclusion,  for  his  abode  was  far  from  human  habitations  or  the  haunts  of  his 
fellow-men.  Stray  Indians  may  have  occasionally  visited  him  in  their  hunt- 
ing and  fishing  excursions,  but  beyond  such  infrequent  visits  he  was  probably 
companionless.  He  certainly  tested  thoroughly  the  advantages,  if  such  there 
be,  of  a  solitary  life  ;  but  at  last,  possibly  because  of  approaching  age,  but  more 
probaljly  l)ecause  he  was  true  to  the  instincts  of  our  nature  and  the  dictates 
of  the  human  heart,  he  decided  that  '"it  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone," 
and  "  he  sighed  for  some  one  to  enjoy  the  solitude  with  him."  What  soft  per- 
suasions he  whispered  into  the  ear  of  Sarah  Stevenson  which  induced  her  to 
forsake  the  society  of  relatives  and  friends  in  Boston  to  become  the  constant 
companion  of  the  sage  of  the  wilderness,  history  has  not  revealed  ;  but  ancient 
records  have  told  us  that  they  were  married,  July  4,  1659,  "  by  .John 
Endicott,  Governor."  Blackstone's  lonely  dwelling  was  thus  enlivened  by 
the  presence  of  woman,  and  one  son  was  the  fruit  of  the  union.  The  life,  if 
retired  and  so  far  from  such  markets  as  the  towns  then  afforded,  was  not  of 
necessity  unvaried  or  frugal.  Milk  and  meat  were  obtained  from  the  herds, 
fish  from  the  river,  game  from  the  forest,  and  these,  with  the  fruits  and  vege- 
tables raised  on  the  fields,  afforded  abundant  food. 

Mrs.  Blackstone  was  the  widow  of  John  Stevenson,  of  Boston,  who  had  by 
her  at  least  three  children  :  Onesimus,  born  26th  10th  mo.  1643  ;  John,  born 
7th  mo.  1645;  (baptized  28th  September,  1645)  ;  James,  born  October  1st, 
1653.  The  second  sou,  John  Stevenson,  lived  with  his  mother  after  her  mar- 
riage with  Mr.  Blackstone,  and  after  their  decease  continued  at  the  same  place 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Mrs.  Blackstone  died  in  June,  1673.  The 
following  is   found    in    the  Rehoboth  Records:     "Mrs.    Sarah  Blackstone, 


1  It  is  supposed  by  a  writer  in  the  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  to  be  properly  the  name  of  a  brook,  now  called 
Abbott's  Run,  which  enters  the  river  not  far  from  the  site  of  Study  Hall.  It  is  said  by  tradition  that 
Mr.  Blackstone  had  a  servant  whose  name  was  Abbott,  to  whom  he  gave  the  land  on  this  "run" 
now  bearing  that  name. 
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the  wife  of  ^Nlr.  \Villi:un  Blaxton,  was  buried  altoutthe  niiddlo  of  June  1G73." 
I^Ianv  of  the  ancient  records  mention  the  day  of  the  burial,  but  not  that  of 
the  death  of  persons. 

Mr.  Blaekstoue  survived  his  wife  only  about  two  years,  and  died  May  26, 
1675,  a  few  weeks  before  the  commeucemeut  of  the  great  Indian  War,  thus 
having  escaped  witnessintr  the  horrors  of  that  awful  i)eriod  and  the  complete 
destruction  which  awaited  his  ''  fair  domain."  lie  was  always  on  good  terms 
with  the  Indians.  Miantouimo,  the  nephew  of  C'anonchet  king  of  the  Narra- 
gausetts.  Ocamsequin,  INIassasoit  king  of  the  Wampenoags,  Canonchet.  and 
Kinir  Philip  were  his  friends,  and  llnough  his  instrumentality  and  inlluence 
hostilities  may  have  been  averted.  He  was  of  the  "age  of  fourscore,"  at 
his  death,  and  the  record  on  the  Kohoboth  book  of  his  burial  is  ''  Mr. 
William  Blaxton  buried  the  28th  of  May,  1675." 

The  name  has  been  written  in  several  ways,  but  Blaxton  was  the  form  he 
chose.  As  written  now  it  has  become  so  fixed  upon  the  records  of  the 
country  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  change  it,  and  the  modern  orthography 
is  the  more  agreeable  of  the  two.  Blackstone  had  lived  in  New  England 
about  fifty  years,  ten  at  Shawmut  and  forty  at  this  place,  and  was  quite 
advanced  in  years.  A  brief  notice  of  his  death  is  furnished  l)y  his  friend, 
Roger  Williams.  At  the  date  of  June  13,  1675,  he  says:  "About  a  fort- 
night since  your  old  acquaintance,  Mr.  Blackstone,  departed  this  life  iu  the 
fourscore  year  of  his  age.  Four  days  before  his  death  he  had  a  great  pain 
iu  his  breast  and  back  and  bowels;  afterwards,  he  said  he  was  well,  had  no 
paiu,  and  should  live,  but  he  grew  faiuter,  and  yielded  up  his  breath  without  a 
wroan."  '     Thus  died  this  patriarch  of  the  wilderness. 

Around  him  was  still  the  wilderness  when  death  snatched  him  from  the 
sylvan  retreat  which  he  loved  ;  but,  though  the  footsteps  of  men  were  fast 
approaching,  how  would  he  be  astonished  to  behold  tin-  region  around  it  — 
the  place  which  he  once  thought  secure  from  the  haunt  of  men,  now  swarm- 
ing with  an  industrious  aud  thriving  poi)ulationI  How  would  he  grieve 
to  find  the  stream,  whose  placid  waters  as  tln-y  llowctl  liy  his  dwelling  he 
deli'dited  to  contemj)late,  now  inteirupted  by  nunu'rous  water-works,  and  the 
silence  which  then  reigned  around  him  now  disturbed  by  the  buzz  of  tliou- 
8and8  of  spindles!  To  what  ignoble  purposes  is  his  classic  stream  now 
devoted  '.  What  a  contrast  !  It  is  a  change  which  the  peace-loving  sjjirit  of 
Blackstone  could  not  endure.  Did  he  seek  for  solilude  to-day,  he  must  drive 
his  herd  for  many  a  weary  mile,  l)eyond  tiie  "  Great  Lakes,"  over  the 
'  Father  of  Waters,"  never  resting  until  he  reached  the  wilds  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  or  some  quiet  corner  of  the  great  plains  of  the  far  West. 

Mr.  Blackstone  left  a  con8ideral)le  property,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  fol- 
lowing   inv<'iifory.   taken    May  2.S.    1675.      "This  was    taUeii    but    two  days 

I    llh,   U/Md.  I  fill,  foil-  'i-'JllH. 
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after  his  death,"  says  Bliss,  in  his  History  of  Rehoboth,  "  and  was  a  common 
practice,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  times."' 

REAL  ESTATK  NOT  PRIZED. 

Sixty  acres  of  land,  and  two  shares  in  meadows  in  Providence.  The  west  plain,  the  south 
necli,  and  land  about  the  house  and  orchard,  amounting  to  two  hundred  acres,  and  the  meadow 
called  Blackstone's  Meadow. 

The  following  is  the  personal  property  :  — 

LIBRARY. 

3  Bibles,  10s.;  6  English  books  in  folios,  £2 £2  10s, 

3  Latin  books,  in  folio,  15s. ;  3  do.,  large  quarto,  £2       2  15s. 

15  small  quarto,  £1  17s.  6d.;  14  small  do.,  lis 2  lis.  6d. 

30  large  octavo,  £4;  25  small  do.,  £1  5s 5    5s. 

22  duodecimo 1  13s. 

53  small  do.,  of  little  value 13s. 

10  paper  books 5s. 

15  12s.  6d. 
Kemainder  personal 40  lis. 

Total  personal £56   3s.  6d. 

"This  estate  (the  movables)  was  destroyed  and  carried  away  by  the 
natives,"  says  a  marginal  note  on  the  Plymouth  Colony  Records.  This  library 
contained  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  volumes,  certainly  a  large  library 
to  be  in  the  possession  of  a  private  gentleman  of  that  day  in  the  wilds  of 
America.  The  historian  will  always  painfully  regret  the  destruction  of  those 
"paper  books,"  which  were  probably  manuscripts,  and  must  have  contained 
the  meditations  of  this  solitary  thinker,  and  might  have  revealed  the  mys- 
teries of  his  strange  residence  in  the  New  World.  What  a  treasure  was  lost 
by  the  fire-brand  of  the  savage  !  How  interesting  we  should  find  a  mere  cata- 
logue of  those  volumes  —  the  associates  of  his  retirement,  the  joy  and  solace 
of  his  long  life  !  We  know  his  was  a  mind  and  spirit  which  could  not  brook 
the  tyranny  of  men;  but  what  other  causes  than  those  known,  if  any,  con- 
tributed to  his  removal  to  this  country  will  probably  always  be  a  profound 
secret.  We  can  hardly  imagine  what  strong  influence  there  was  which  could 
have  moved  him  to  forsake  his  home  and  all  his  kindred  without  the  hope  of 
meeting  them  again ;  what  could  have  induced  such  a  man,  with  his  tastes 
and  pursuits,  to  leave  the  halls  of  learning  and  the  cultivated  society  of  old 
England,  to  become  a  hermit  in  New  P^ngland. 

He  was  by  no  means  a  misanthrope,  but  a  man  of  natural  benevolence, 
who  took  this  mode  of  indulging  his  love  for  solitude  and  securing  the  unre- 
strained enjoyment  of  his  own  sentiments  and  tastes.  He  did  not  shun  man 
because  he  hated  him,  but  because  he  loved  solitude  more  than  society.  He 
was  fond  of  study  and  contemplation,  and  here  he  could  enjoy  both.  His 
independent  and  original  mind  and  character  held  nothing  in  common  with 
the  dogmatical  and  persecuting  spirit  of  the  age,  and  he  determined  to  escape 
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its  presence  and  influence  and  avoid  the  theological  controversies  of  the  day. 
He  was  not  idle,  thongii  alone.  He  cultivated  his  garden  and  reared  liis 
orchard  with  his  own  hands.  He  is  said  to  have  been  devoted  to  his  books, 
and  though  meditative  in  his  habits,  yet  cheerful  in  his  disposition.  Though 
for  so  long  a  time  a  hermit,  he  was  certainly  not  morose  or  disagreeable,  and 
enjoyed  intercourse  with  his  kind  if  it  could  be  peaceable. 

He  fre(iuently  visited  Roger  Williams,  the  father  of  Rhode  Island,  being 
only  about  six  miles  away  from  him,  and  it  is  said  he  was  also  a  visitor  at 
times  at  Richard  Smith's  fine  old  mansion,  which  is  "still  at  Wickford  on  the 
Narragansett  shore,  which  was  also  a  favorite  resort  of  Roger  Williams."  It 
is  understood  by  all  antiquarians  that  he  preached  for  Mr.  Williams  —  to  his 
audience  and  i)eople.  They  differed  on  certain  theological  points,  biit  both 
being  decided  '•  tolerationists,"  they  "agreed  to  disagree,"  and  so  harmo- 
nized, their  relations  being  of  the  most  intimate  and  friendly  kind.  One  says 
-of  Mr.  Blackstone  :  *'  Though  a  non-conformist,  and  detesting  prelacy,  his 
canonical  coat,  which  he  continued  to  wear  here,  shows  he  was  still  attached 
to  tJH'  English  Church,  and  regarded  himself  as  a  teacher  of  its  tenets." 
In  .Johnson's  AVonder  Working  Providence,  the  writer  speaks  of  him  as 
"  retaining  no  simbole  of  his  former  profession  but  a  Canonical!  Coate." 
The  Episcopal  Church  ver}' naturally  claimed  him  as  its  son;  though  while 
here  it  is  to  be  presumed  he  was  not  within  its  fold,  as  Episcopalians  could 
hardly  have  been  numerous  enough  at  that  time  in  his  vicinity  to  have 
formed  an  exclusive  audience,  and  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  his  having 
joined  with  that  of  his  friend,  preaching  there  and  in  the  neigh])oring  towns, 
it  has  been  thought  by  some  that  he  settled  in  the  "  Gore"  with  the  special 
design  of  either  planting  or  extending  the  Church  of  England  ;  but  there 
seems  to  be  no  proof  to  substantiate  such  an  idea,  while  there  is  strong  evi- 
dence that  the  same  motives  and  experiences  which  partially,  at  least,  induced 
him  to  U'ave  England  induced  him  to  emigrate  again  afti-r  reaching  these 
shores. 

Among  other  anecdotes,  it  is  related  of  Hlackstone  that  lu'  tMnud  a 
bull,  it  is  said  of  cream  color,  which  he  used  to  ride  on  his  journeys  to  lios- 
ton,  Provitlence,  and  elsewhere  to  visit  friends;  but  this  cannot  l)e  considered 
ft  proof  of  eccentricity.  In  order  not  to  misjudge  the  cliaractrr  of  the  early 
settlers,  we  must  consider  the  circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed. 
Among  isolated  settlers  of  that  period  it  was  a  connnon  practice  to  train 
such  aniujals  to  carry  burdens  of  nil  kinds  —  a  |)ractice  not  entin'ly  extiiu't 
at  the  present  time.  If  there  were  horses  in  tlie  settli'ments  at  that  age, 
they  were  rare,  and  would  have  bei-n  of  little  use  or  value,  for  there  were  no 
carriage  roads,  no  carriages.  It  excited  no  curiosity  to  see  a  person  riding 
such  an  animal,  and  many  instances  of  a  similar  nature  an-  known.  A  well- 
known  instance  is  at  the  time  of  the  wedding  of  .John  Alden  and  I'riscilla  Mul- 
lins.     "On  proceeding  to  the  nu|iti:ds."  it  is  saiil,  "  he  coveicd  his  bull  with  a 
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handsome  piece  of  ])roadeloth,  and  rode  on  his  back  ;  but  on  the  return  he 
seated  his  bride  upon  the  animal,  and  walked  by  her  side,  leading  the  bull  by 
a  rope  fixed  in  his  nose  ring." 

Mr.  Blaekstone  "  was  also  remarkable,"  says  Mr.  Baylies, i  "  for  his  love 
of  children."  When  he  visited  Providence,  he  carried  apples  from  his 
orchard  to  give  to  children  —  the  first  they  had  ever  seen,^  and  the  first  prob- 
ably ever  raised  in  what  is  now  Rhode  Island.  At  a  centennial  celebration 
once  held  in  Boston  under  the  direction  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society,  a  present  of  apples  was  sent  to  their  table  from  Cumberland,  said  to 
have  grown  on  the  trees  which  grew  from  the  sprouts  of  those  in  Blackstone's 
orchard.  Some  of  the  trees  planted  by  his  own  hands  were  living  a  hundred 
and  forty  years  after  they  were  set  out.  In  1646  there  was  an  apple  named 
after  him.  In  Historical  Records,  vol.  2,  p.  332:  "Aug.  12,  1646,  Black- 
stone's  apples  gathered  "  ;  perhaps  propagated  from  apples  which  he  had  origi- 
nated at  Shawraut.  Some  writer  says  "  he  had  the  first  of  that  kind  called 
yellow  sweetings  that  were  ever  in  the  world,  perhaps,  the  richest  and  sweet- 
est apples  of  the  whole  kind."  He  was  also  said  to  be  fond  of  roses,  which 
he  grew  at  least  in  Shawmut.  In  1836  three  apple  trees  were  standing  in  the 
meadow  near  the  site  of  Study  Hall,  and  two  of  them  bore  apples. 

The  quiet  of  Study  Hall  was  unbroken  for  many  j^ears  ;  but  after  a  while 
ts  lonely  dweller  heard  tlie  distant  footsteps  of  the  nearer  coming  of  the 
approaching  multitude.  He  suffered  some  encroachment  from  pioneer  set- 
tlers. His  situation  at  the  "Wading  Place"  on  the  Pawtucket  River  was  a 
pleasant  one,  and  attracted  the  cupidity  of  men.  John  Allen  laid  claim  to 
some  part  of  the  "  West  Plaine,"  which  Blaekstone  himself  claimed  as  his 
own,  and  occupied  as  a  part  of  his  territory  on  which  he  had  settled.  Allen 
had  probably  laid  out  and  enclosed  a  part  of  the  occupation  of  Blaekstone, 
and  the  pulling  up  of  his  fence,  etc.,  was  to  test  the  claim  of  Blaekstone  to 
the  title.  Allen  did  not  appear,  probably  not  recognizing  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Court. 

The  following  is  a  record  of  the  complaint  from  the  Old  Colony  Records, 
B.  7,  p.  loo  :  — 

John  Allen  Sen.  of  Swansey.  complains  vs.  Mr.  NYilliam  Blaekstone,  in  an  action  of  the  ease, 
to  the  damage  of  £20,  for  molesting  him  in  his  just  rights,  by  spoyling  of  his  grass,  pulling  up 
of  his  fence,  and  destroying  of  his  hay,  upon  his  land  which  he  had  of  the  County,  lying  on  the 
westerly  side  of  the  Western  Plaine,  fro;n  the  said  William  Blaekstone,  which  was  done  iu  the 
latter  end  of  Xovemher,  in  the  year  1667  —  The  Jury  fined  for  the  plf.  six  pounds  damage,  and 
the  costs  of  the  suite. 

Judgment  was  granted  to  the  plf.  according  to  the  Verdict. 

Blaekstone,  when  he  settled  down  at  Wawepoouseag,  on  emigration  from 


^  Memoirs  of  Plymouth  Colony — wliich  Is  a  work  of  great  interest,  embodying  a  large  amount  of 
historical  inforniatiou  on  the  Old  Colony. 
'  -  Cullender's  Discourse. 
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Sbawmut,  snpposod  ho  was  within  the  limits  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony  — 
though  on  statiuii  the  liouiulaiies  it  fell  within  the  jurisiliction  of  Plymouth. 
Such  claimants  disturbed  him,  and  he  complained  to  the  government  of  Mas- 
sachusetts that  the  inhabitants  of  Plymouth  Colony  were  interfering  with 
his  rights,  and  petitioned  for  protection  against  intruders.  The  diniculty, 
whatever  it  was,  was  soon  adjusted,  for  we  hear  of  no  further  complaint  or 
interference,  and  the  Plymouth  Colony  treated  him  with  the  utmost  courtesy 
and  regard  to  his  rights.  They  recognized  his  title  to  these  lands  he  had 
occupied,  and  divided  them  all  among  his  heirs. 

Blackstone  had  occupied  more  than  thirty  years  before  the  Kehoboth 
settlers  purchased  the  Indian  title  to  the  Attleborough  Gore  in  which  he 
lived,  and  this  was  about  ten  years  previous  to  the  settlement.  It  is  reason- 
able to  suppose  that  he  satisfied  the  Indians  for  his  claim  to  his  premises,  as 
that  region  was  a  frequent  resort  of  the  natives  for  fishing  and  hunting,  and 
was  on  the  Indian  path  to  the  crossing  of  the  Pawtucket  or  wading  place  of 
the  river.     They  appeared  to  be  on  friendly  terms  with  him. 

Just  how  soon  settlers  began  to  approach  his  seat  and  intrude  upon  his 
solitude  is  not  positively  known,  but  after  the  establishment  of  Seacuuke  the 
inhabitants  of  that  place  occasionally  passed  this  way  to  Providence,  cross- 
ing the  river  near  Blackstone's  house.  At  a  meeting  held  December,  1650,  it 
was  voted  "  to  have  a  convenient  way  four  rods  wide  to  be  made  by  Edward 
Smith,  to  be  for  the  town's  use,  or  any  that  shall  have  occasion  to  pass 
from  town  to  Providence,  or  to  Mr.  Blackstone's."  The  old  Mendou  road 
also  passed  here,  as  at  this  place  was  the  then  only  passa])le  crossing  of  the 
river.  Previous  to  his  death  lands  were  laid  out  adjoining  his  estate,  as  the 
names  of  several  appear  on  the  records.  John  Fitch  and  John  Fitch,  Jr., 
had  lands  near  and  the  former's  grave  is  mentioned  with  otiier  names,  includ- 
ing the  '•  Parson's  Meadow." 

The  history  of  the  stern  realities  of  the  old  colonial  times  has  now  and 
again  a  spicing  of  romance.  It  was  long  believed  that  Blackstone  had  an  only 
daughter  who  was  borne  away  from  the  abodes  of  society,  —  educated  by  her 
father  alone,  —  who  had  grown  up  in  communion  with  nature  and  was  graced 
with  the  simplicity  of  nature's  charms,  a  child  of  tiic  forest  and  the  field,  a 
flower  of  the  wilderness;  and  it  was  supposed  she  inaiiiiMl  ,b)hn  Stevi'Mson. 
This  statemt-nt  is  erroneously  made  in  the  Massachusetts  llistorii-al  CoUec- 
\\o\\.  This  was  a  too  tempting  subject  for  the  novi-list.  In  a  tictitious  work 
in  two  vi>!umfs  published  iiiany  yi-ars  ago  and  calli<l  "  lliiiiinisor  I  topia," 
a  flauglitrr  of  Blackstone  was  one  of  the  principal  characters.  It  seems 
:dmo8t  sacrilege  to  lay  vitjlent  hands  on  such  a  picture.  But  in  this  matter- 
of-fact  world  •*  the  tiay  frost-wnrk  df  fnucy  "  nuist  often  Ite  dissDlved  liv  the 
light  of  truth.  She  had  no  existence  except  in  imagination.  In  the  old  records 
.John  Stevenson  is  called  the  son-in-law  of  Blackstont'  instead  of  stepson,  and 
that  is  the  only  foiindMtion  for  the  supposition  reganling  his  daughter. 
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Mr.  Blackstone  left  one  son,  John  Blackstone,  who,  it  is  supposed,  "  set- 
tled finally  somewhere  near  New  Haven."  Of  him  history  says  little  or 
nothing,  but  by  diligent  research  I  have  ascertained  a  few  particulars.  He 
was  a  minor  when  his  father  died,  and  had  guardians  appointed  by  the  court. 
On  Old  Colony  Records  for  June  1,  1675,  is  the  following:  "  Lieut.  Hunt, 
Ensign  Smith  and  Mr.  Daniel  Smith  are  appointed  and  authorized  by  the 
Court  to  take  some  present  care  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  William  Blackstone 
deceased,  and  of  his  son  now  left  by  him  ;  and  to  see  that  the  next  Court  he 
do  propose  a  man  to  the  Court  to  be  his  guardian  ;  which  in  case  he  do 
neglect,  the  Court  will  then  see  cause  to  make  choice  of  one  for  him." 
October  27,  1675,  "  Mr.  Nathaniel  Paine  and  Mr.  Daniel  Smith  are  appointed 
and  approved  by  the  Court,  to  be  guardians  unto  John  Blackstone,  the  son 
of  Mr.  William  Blackstone  deceased."     Same  records. 

He  lived   on  his  inheritance  till   1692,  when  he  sold  his  lands  to  David 

Whipple. 

Deedi 

To  all  to  whom  this  deed  of  sale  shall  come,  Johu  Blaxton  of  Rehoboth  in  the  Co.  of 
Bristol!,  formerly  in  the  Colony  of  New  Plymouth — but  now  of  Mass.  in  New  England, 

Shoemaker,  sendeth  Greetg.  for  a  valuable of  this  County  in  hand,  and  paid  to  him  by 

David  "Whipple,  husbandman,  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Providence  in  the  Narragansett  Bay 

in  New  England,  sells  »fec,  his  house  and  lands,  (that  is  to  say)  his  mansion  house  and on 

the  east  side  of  the  River,  called  Pawtueket  River,  and  lying  and  being  within  the  precincts  of 
Rehoboth  aforesaid,  150  a.  and  is  situated  on  the  Plaine  c.  d  the  West  Plaine,  b.  d  to  the 
northward  the  land  of  Isaac  Allen,  to  the  southward  the  laud  of  John  Stephenson,  to  the  w.  d 
Pawtueket  Rr.  to  the  E.  d  part  of  it  to  the  land  of  John  Stephenson,  and  part  of  it  to  the  high- 
way, and  part  of  it  the  Undivided  land,  with  20  a.  allowed  for  a  highway,  itc.  Arc.  the  latter 
b.  d  Southward  by  a  small  run  of  water  and  2  a.  on  the  westirly  side  of  the  Country  highway 
next  the  house. 
Dated  Sept.  10, 1692  Ack'd  Oct.  26, 1692       John  Blaxton  (J) 

Witnessed  by  Tho.  Oliver,  1  Before  John  Easton  Gov. 

Anthony  Sprague  j  By  Wm.  Carpenter  Town  Clerk.  Rec'd  Dee.  7, 1692. 

Soon  after  this  sale  John  Blackstone  removed  to  Providence,  and  for  a 
while  contented  himself  with  the  humble  occupation  of  a  shoemaker.  There 
it  is  probable  he  married  his  wife  Katherine,  as  there  is  no  record  of  his 
marriage  in  this  town.  He  continued  to  reside  there  until  1718  when  he 
returned  to  Attleborough,  and,  with  his  wife,  was  legally  warned  out  of  town. 
For  what  cause  does  not  appear,  but  may  be  conjectured.  He  had  probably 
squandered  his  property,  for  tradition  says  he  inherited  but  a  small  share  of 
his  father's  prudence,  and  this  was  a  precautionary  measure  on  the  part  of 
the  town  against  future  liability  for  support  —  a  customarj'^  proceeding  in 
those  days.  In  Bliss'  History  of  Rehoboth  one  Johu  Blackstone  appears 
as  a  non-resident  proprietor  of  that  town  in  1689.     How  this  property  was 


'  The  original  deeds,  with  John  Blackstone's  signature,  are  still  in  existence.  They  were  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  John  Whipple,  of  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  but  are  now  in  possession  of  the  R.  I. 
Hist.  So. 
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disposed  of  does  uol  appear,  but  doubtless  it  was  wasted  in  tlio  same  manner 
as  the  rest  of  his  iuheritauco.  He  is  presumed  to  be  the  person  mentioned 
in  the  records,  as  no  other  of  that  name  has  been  known  in  this  part  of  the 
country. 

It  was  generally  supposed  by  historians  that  tlie  family  was  extinct,  and 
that  the  blood  of  Blackstone  "  runs  not  in  the  I'leiis  of  a  single  human 
being."  Recent  research,  however,  has  led  to  the  belief  that  the  son 
removed  to  Branford,  Conn.,  and  settled  on  a  neck  of  laud  not  far  from  New 
Haven,  where  several  families  of  that  name  have  lived  for  man}'  years.  As 
Joiin  Blackstone  disappeared  from  Attleborough,  it  is  probable  that  he 
removed  and  settled  there.  It  has  been  said  there  was  a  family  in  that  vicin- 
ity of  that  name,  who  lived  in  seclusion  for  many  years  —  an  additional 
proof  of  the  probable  truth  of  the  supposition  as  to  the  family.  A  John 
Blackstone,  supposed  to  be  the  grandson  of  William,  died,  and  was  buried 
there  January  3,  1785. 

Tills  supposition  of  the  author  is  pretty  thoroughly  substantiated.  There 
are  a  number  of  Blackstone's  descendants  living  in  Connecticut,  and  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  some  of  whom  liave  been  prominent  men.  One  of 
Branford  has  been  a  mem])er  of  both  branches  of  his  State  Legislature,  and 
his  son  has  been  mayor  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  is  a  leading  man  in  that  city. 
The  John  Blackstone  who  died  January  3,  1785,  was  "  aged  85  years,  eleven 
months,  and  15  days."  He  could  not,  as  the  figures  show,  have  been  the 
sou  of  William  Blackstone,  and  must  therefore  have  been  grandson.  The 
grandson  of  this  John  thus  writes  of  him:  "When  he  came  to  Branford, 
he  was  entirely  destitute  of  property  of  any  kind  ;  and  tradition  says,  that 
he  left  his  father's  home  in  England  in  consequence  of  ditliculty  with  his 
parents  about  property,  and  that  his  father  and  mother  were  very  partial  to 
a  brother-in-law  of  his."  This  tradition,  though  doubtless  attached  to  the 
wrong  person,  yet  proves  quite  clearly  the  fact  that  the  Branford  Blackstoues 
are  direct  descendants  of  William.  As  we  have  seen,  the  first  Jolni  squan- 
dered his  property,  and  seems  t<j  have  been  a  rather  worthless  fellow.  His 
step-brother,  Stevenson,  was,  on  the  contrary,  tiuifty  and  industrious,  and 
devoted  to  his  parents.  Very  probably  there  was  trouble  in  tiie  family  or  a 
"  dilliculty  "  on  his  part  over  tiiis  fact,  as  one  cause  of  the  son's  leaving 
home.  The  son  of  such  a  man  as  he  proved  to  be  would  luiturally  be  desti- 
tute of  niout-y  until  he  liad  made  it  for  liinisclf,  and  tiie  fact  tliat  tlie  John  of 
Branford  was  poor  is  but  another  proof  tliat  he  was  really  the  grandson 
of  our  first  settler.  'Iiadition  cannot  always  be  relied  upon  for  exactness, 
therefore  it  is  not  strangi-  that  facts  relating  to  fatiier  anti  grandfatlier  had 
all  been  fixed  upon  the  gramlson.  The  latter,  however,  seems  to  have  iniier- 
ited  th<'  thrift  of  his  grandfather,  for  he  liteame  a  successful  111:111. 

Soon  after  arriving  at  Branford  he  went  to  sea,  following  that  occupation 
for  a  nuijiber  of    vears.     He    became    master  aud    owner  of   a  vessel,  and 
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carried  ou  a  trade  with  the  AYest  Indies,  and  finally  owned  several  vessels  which 
he  lost  during  the  French  War.  He  subsequently  became  a  farmer  at  Brau- 
ford,  and  the  proprietor  of  a  large  landed  estate  which  has  been  handed 
down  from  father  to  son  for  four  or  five  generations. ^  It  is  scarcely  possible 
that  two  distinct  families  of  the  same  name  could  have  settled  in  the  same 
town  at  about  the  same  date,  both  possessing  such  similar  traditions,  and 
doubt  as  to  the  identity  of  the  Branford  Blackstones  can  now  scarcely 
obtain. 

John  Stevenson,  as  has  been  stated,  came  with  his  mother  when  she  mar- 
ried Mr.  Blackstone.  He  was  then  about  fourteen  years  old,  and  he  lived 
with  them  till  their  death.  He  came  into  possession  of  a  part  of  his  step- 
father's ("  father-in-law's  ")  estate,  as  appears  by  the  following  order  of 
Plymouth  Court,  passed  June  10,  1675,  about  two  weeks  after  Blackstone's 
decease :  — 

Whereas  the  Court  is  informed  that  one  whose  name  is  John  Stevenson,  son-in-law  to  Mr. 
William  Blackstone,  late  deceased,  was  very  helpful  to  his  father  and  mother  in  their  life- 
time, without  whom  they  could  not  have  subsisted  as  to  a  good  help  and  instrument  thereof, 
and  he  is  now  left  in  a  low  and  mean  condition,  and  never  was  in  any  measure  recompensed  for 
his  good  service  aforesaid,  and  if,  (as  it  is  said  at  least)  his  father-in-law  engaged  to  his  mother 
at  his  marriage  with  her.  that  he  should  be  considered  with  a  competency  of  land  out  of  the 
said  Blackstone's  land  then  lived  on,  which  hath  never  yet  been  performed;  and  forasmuch  as 
the  personal  estate  of  the  said  William  Blackstone  is  so  small  and  inconsiderable,  that  he  the 
said  Stephenson  cannot  be  relieved  out  of  it;  this  Court,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the 
premises,  do  order  and  dispose  tifty  acres  of  land  unto  the  said  John  Stevenson,  out  of  the 
lands  of  the  said  William  Blackstone,  and  five  acres  of  meadow  to  be  laid  out  unto  him  by 
Ensign  Henry  Smith,  and  Mr.  Daniel  Smith  and  Mr.  Nathaniel  Paine,  according  as  they  shall 
think  meet,  so  as  it  may  be  most  commodious  to  him  or  as  little  prejudiced  to  the  Estate  of 
Mr.  William  Blackstone  as  may  be.  By  order  of  the  Court  for  the  jurisdiction  of  Xew  Ply- 
mouth. —  Old  Col.  liec. 

The  bounds  of  this  grant  are  recorded  in  the  Records  of  the  North  Pur- 
chase, Book  1,  p.  47.  Extracts  are  made  for  the  gratification  of  those  who 
may  wish  to  know  the  situation  of  his  lands  :  — 

Imp.  Fifty  acres  of  upland  lying  upon  Pawtucket  River,  most  of  it  upon  the  South  Neck, 
being  part  of  that  land  that  was  left  for  Mr.  William  Blackstone  and  granted  by  the  Court  to 
John  Stevenson  :  bounded  to  the  eastward  the  land  of  John  Fitch  and  the  Common ;  westerly, 
Pawtucket  Kiver,  and  Southerly;  to  the  northward,  the  land  of  John  Blackstone;  it  being  106 
rods  long. 

The  five-acre  lot  of  meadow  mentioned  in  the  grant  is  also  recorded  as 
laid  out  by  the  commissioners  :  — 

1st.  Two  acres  of  meadow  adjoining  to  the  said  lands  lying  in  two  pieces;  one  piece 
within  the  former  tract  of  land,  and  the  other  by  the  river  side  upon  the  Southernmost  end 
of  it. 

2d.  Three  acres  of  fresh  meadow  lying  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  meadow  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  Blackstone's  Great  Meadow,'-  from  a  white  oak  tree  marked,  and  so 


1  See  a  pamphlet  called  "The  Blackstone  Family,"  etc.,  published  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  in  1857,  by  a 
descendant,  Lorenzo  Blackstone,  formerly  mayor  of  that  city. 
-  Often  called  in  the  records  "  The  Parson's  Meadow." 
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throiiirh  the  l>roa(itli  of  the  meadow  to  the  Run,  the  Run  lioundinir  it  to  the  nortlianls;  west- 
ward, the  meadow  of  John  Blackstoue:  eastward,  thi-  swamp;  southward,  the  upland. 

Tbeiv  is  another  tract  which  he  probably  purcliased  :  — 

Fifty  acres  of  upland,  more  or  less,  bounded  east  the  land  of  Ensii,'n  N'ii-h.  Peek  and  Roi(. 
Miller:  north,  the  land  of  Sam.  Carpenter:  west,  a  hii^hway  four  rods  wide  (i)etween  .John 
Blaekstone's  laml  and  this  lot)  and  a  little  piece  of  coimnon  laml:  south,  cominjr  near  John 
Fitch's  jjrave,!  to  the  Common. 

There  is  to  be  taken  out  of  this  lot  a  highway  2  rods  wide  ne.xt  to  Sain.  Carpenter's  land  to 
meet  with  the  highway  at  the  east  end  of  the  said  Carpenter's  lot. 

Likewise  10  acres  of  land,  allowed  to  John  Stevenson  by  the  king's  jury,  for  land  for 
highways,  taken  out  of  his  land,  lying  on  the  southerly  side  of  Abbott's  Rim,  etc. 

Another  record  of  hind  commences  thus  :  — 

Likewise  two  acres  of  land  that  I  took  up  adjoining  to  my  own  land,  at  the  southerly  eml  of 
it.  wliich  I  had  in  exchange  with  my  brother  John  Blackstone,  etc. 

To  gratify  the  curious,  the  boundaries  of  John  Blaekstone's  hxnds  are 
added,  by  which  the  precise  location  of  his  father's  estate  may  be  ascertained  : 

Imp.  A  hundred  and  lifty  acres  of  upland,  swamp,  and  meadow  ground,  more  or  less, 
containing  the  West  Plain  (conunonly  so  called)  and  land  adjacent:  bounded,  to  the  north- 
ward, the  land  of  Isaac  Allen;  to  the  southward,  the  land  of  John  Stevenson;  to  the  west- 
ward. Pawtucket  river:  to  the  eastwanl.  the  land  of  .rohii  Stevenson,  the  highway,  and  the 
undivided  land;  there  running  a  couiitiy  liighway  through  it  to  Pawtucket  river,  being  four 
rods  wide. 

Likeicise  a  parcel  of  fresh  meadow  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Blaekstone's 
Meadow,  being  eight  acres,  bounded  to  the  eastward,  the  meadow  of  John  Stevenson.  &c. 

Likeirise  twenty  acres  (laid  out  to  John  Blackstone,  granted  to  him  by  Ihc  king's  jury  for 
a  way  taken  through  his  farm  to  PattucJiet  River.)  runniui;  TO  rods  X.  W.  and  by  VT.  and  42 
rods  S.  \V.  and  by  S.  l)(>undcil  round  by  the  undivided  land:  this  tract  lying  near  the  new  road 
to  Dedham. 

Likeirise  two  acres  of  land  be  it  more  or  less,  which  lie  had  ui>on  exchange  with  his 
brother  John  Stevenson,  lying  adjoining  to  his  farm,  being  bounded  to  the  Highway  easterly, 
and  his  own  farm  westerly,  and  southerly  l)y  a  small  run  of  water;  this  laiul  lies  on  tiie 
westerly  side  of  the  Country  Highway  next  the  House;  and  in  consideration  of  it  John  Ste- 
venson had  twf»  acres  of  what  John  Blackstone  was  to  have  alloweil  by  the  King's  Jury  for 
the  highway  through  his  land  to  Providence,  and  John  Stevenson  had  this  two  acres  at  the 
Southerly  end  of  his  tir>t  lifty  acre  lot.  —  T!t'C<>rds  /,'.  \.  rxrrliosr.  Book  1.  page  15;{. 

Stevenson  uc(iuirt'd  a  taste  for  solitary  life  l)y  liviiisx  with  l{l:u'kst(Mu\  and 
resided  here  (it  is  believed  alone)  till  liis  ileatli.  There  is  no  cvidoiice  of  his 
ever  having  been  married.  His  time  w:is  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  his 
lan<ls  and  the  pleasures  of  Imiitiiig.  Ht>  died  September  1('>,  K'tD.'t.  His 
lirotiier.  .lames  Stevenson,  of  Spriiiglield,  was  appointed  his  administr:itor, 
who  r<'tiinn-(l  :in  inventory  ( )ctober  11,  Kill.'),  from  wiiicli  it  iiiiiifiiis  tiiat  his 
whole  estate  was  vahied  at  £.'')7  .'»s.  "id.  "  His  house,  laiHis,  :in<l  nuiidows 
1  r)0.     His  gun,  cuthiHS,  and  cartouch  i>ox  10,  18,  0,"  eti-. 

'  John  Fltcli  ownc'l  n  linlf  Hlinre  In  It.  N.  I*.  Laid  om  early  two  lift y  am"  lots.  He  was  on  a  eom- 
niltiee  bi  Kchobotli,  Fcliniary  'Jl,  \M1.  Hi-v  R.  S.  I'.  Hn-.,  vol.  1,  j).  4.\.  ".lolm  FU<li  \\n*  n  volunteer 
nt  '  ricrccN  riiflit '  III  the  HprliiK  of  lO'tl.  captured  liy  tlie  Iii'llaiis  and  torliiied  at  '  Nine  Men's  Misery  ' 
nt  ('ain|>  Suniiip  near  ItlnrkHtoneN  IniineHiead." 
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This  is  all  the  account  which  I  cau  find  of  the  first  settler  within  the  bounds 
of  the  North  Purchase.  But  his  name  will  be  preserved  in  perpetual  remem- 
brance, for  it  is  inseparably  attached  to  that  noble  river  which  flows  past  the 
site  of  his  ancient  and  solitary  dwelling.  His  name  is  also  transferred  to 
works  of  art  and  has  been  assumed  by  towns  and  banks,  factories,  and  the 
streets  of  our  cities.  He  has  become  a  prominent  historic  character  in  the 
colonization  of  New  England,  and  a  striking  figure  on  the  canvas  of  its 
history,  with  just  enough  mystery  about  his  life  to  attract  and  interest  the 
reader. 

The  valley  of  the  Blackstone  has  become  celebrated  as  a  manufacturing 
district,  and  contributes  by  the  advantages  of  its  water  power  to  the  wealth 
and  industry  of  New  England.  Hardly  could  Blackstone  —  the  lover  of 
undisturbed  solitude —  have  dreamed  when  he  forsook  the  peninsula  of  Boston 
and  built  his  lonely  dwelling  on  the  banks  of  this  placid  stream,  that  his 
peaceful  retreat  would  be  so  soon  the  scene  of  industry  and  the  abode  of 
a  numerous  population,  and  its  silence  broken  by  the  busy  works  of  art ! 
Were  his  spirit  permitted  to  revisit  the  scene  of  his  former  enjoyments,  he 
would  be  obliged  to  penetrate  a  new  wilderness,  to  form  a  new  garden,  and 
plant  a  new  orchard  and  to  seek  in  a  more  distant  region  a  spot  congenial  to 
his  taste. 

Everything  in  relation  to  Blackstone  is  interesting  to  the  public;  I  have, 
therefore,  been  minute  in  this  description.  It  could  never  have  occurred  to 
him  who,  to  avoid  the  notice  of  men,  sought  the  shades  of  solitude,  that 
future  ages  would  take  so  deep  an  interest  in  his  history,  that  he  would  be 
an  object  of  minute  research  to  the  antiquarian,  and  that  every  circumstance 
connected  with  his  life  which  could  be  rescued  from  the  hand  of  oblivion 
would  be  sought  out  with  so  much  avidity. 

The  place  which  he  chose  for  his  residence  was  a  truly  beautiful  and 
romantic  spot,  such  as  a  recluse  and  a  lover  of  nature  would  select.  The 
place  where  his  house  stood  was  a  small  hill  the  surface  of  which  would  make 
an  acre  or  more  ;  ou  the  east  was  a  gradual  ascent,  but  on  the  west  it  rose 
abruptly  from  the  river  to  the  height  of  sixty  or  seventy  feet ;  there  the 
Blackstone  wound  gracefully  at  its  base,  forming  a  slight  curve  at  a  short 
distance  south  of  the  hill.  The  margin  of  the  river  was  formerly  three  rods 
at  least  west  from  the  hill,  but  the  river  has  since  then  enlarged  its  channel 
at  this  place,  and  it  finally  washed  the  very  base  of  the  hill,  as  if  attracted 
to  the  spot  by  a  grateful  remembrance  of  him  who  first  sought  its  banks  and 
loved  its  stream  and  whose  honored  name  it  now  bears. 

The  summit  of  the  hill  commanded  a  fine  view  of  the  "valley  of  the 
Blackstone,"  to  the  distance  of  more  than  a  mile  on  the  south.  On  the  east 
was  a  delightful  and  fertile  valley  consisting  of  a  few  acres  which  opened  to 
the  south  on  the  borders  of  the  meadow,  and  was  bounded  on  the  east  and 
northeast  by  a  gentle  eminence,  on  the  top  of  which  ran  the  "  Mendon  road," 
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SO  often  luentiouoil  in  the  aueieut  land  records.  This  vallrv  was  cultivated 
by  the  hands  of  Blackstoue  ;  here  was  his  orchard,  where  the  autlior  has  seen 
the  stumps  of  apple  trees,  cut  down  within  his  renienibranee.  which  were  said 
to  have  grown  from  the  sprouts  of  the  first  trees  planted  bv  the  liermit.  His 
well,  too,  was  long  pointed  out  at  the  southern  border  of  this  vallov  and  long 
after  it  was  filled  up  with  moss  and  weeds  the  jnire  water  still  l)ul)bled  up 
from  its  fountains.  His  grave  was  also  designated,  though  with  less  certainty, 
in  the  orchard,  about  two  rods  east  from  the  foot  of  the  hill  and  north  of  the 
well.  The  "  Hat  stone  which  it  is  said  marked  his  grave,"  finally  became 
invisiltle.  either  from  removal  or  from  being  buried  under  the  surface. 

One  Alexander,'  who  was  drowned  in  the  river,  was  l)uried,  it  is  said,  by 
the  side  of  Mr.  Blackstoue.  Is  it  not  probable  that  his  wife  was  also  buried 
at  the  same  place? 

The  spot  on  which  he  lived  once  again  returned  to  its  original  state  of 
nature.  Sixty  years  ago  a  heavy  growth  of  timber  trees  was  cut  from  this 
hill  and  a  few  years  later  its  surface  was  thickly  covered  with  young  and 
thrifty  wood.  Oaks  of  a  hundred  years  had  grown  on  the  garden  of  Black- 
stone. 

Some  few  years  since  an  interesting  paper-  on  Blackstoue  was  read  in 
Boston,  and  the  results  of  recent  investigation,  as  then  shown,  have  tin-own 
considerable  new  light  upon  the  possible  parentage  and  birthplace  of  our  first 
inhabitant,  and  the  conjectures  seem  both  reasonable  and  probable.  This 
pamphlet,  and  others  from  which  facts  have  been  given,  never  met  the  eyes 
of  the  author  of  this  work,  and  those  of  the  editor  only,  as  it  were,  by  ciiance 
in  a  foreign  land  thousands  of  miles  distant  from  the  scenes  of  Blackstone's 
homes  in  the  Old  Bay  State.  This  accounts  for  the  somewhat  irregular 
appearance  of  these  facts  in  this  ciiapter,  which  was  previously  nearly  com- 
pleted by  the  author  himself,  and  for  the  apparent  discrepancies  they  cause 
with  some  of  his  statements. 

It  was  formerly  conjectured  that  there  might  be  relationship  between  our 
Blackstoue  and  the  celelirated  law  commentator  Sir  William  Blackstoue  ;  but 
the  descendants  of  Itotli  have  so  fai-  been  unaltle  to  liiid  any  couiirctinu  link. 
Acc(»rding  to  Mr.  Amory,  until  within  recent  years  ••  the  only  promising  clew 
to  tln' par»'ntage  and  Itirtlipiace  of  our  first  inhabitant  (Boston)  is  a  power, 
in  l<',5.'i,  of  Sarah  Blackstone  (SiitTolk  Deeds),  to  collect  money  advanced, 
in  wliicli  slie  is  descril)ed  as  of  Newcastle-upon-'l'yne  and  which  mentions  the 
name  of  Stevenson,  that  of  the  first  husl)and  of  Blackstone's  wife."  I^ater 
invcstigati«>ns  have  opcniMl  otlicr  clews  to  a  possible  solution  of  this  (piestion, 
and  whether  true  or  not  thev  are  possessed  of   much  interest. 


'  SuiipoM;<l  to  t»e  the  Thfdiian  Alexiiii"l<T,  inciiilonoil  liy  Sava^"'  I"  ''>"•  l>irt.,  vnl.  1,  \u  l''<,  as*  hom  of 
Natliaiilel.     liow  Uv  cunie  here,  anil  why,  Ik  unknown. 

"'William  lUnckctone,"  Tea<l  before  Ihe  Ilostonlan  Soch-ty,  Noveniher  it,  1880.  by  Thomas  Codln 
Aniory  and  |iulillithc<l  In  1S8<!.    He  wan  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  licTore  <|Uotcil. 
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Mr.  Amoi-y,  on  good  authority,  makes  our  William  Blackstoue  "  a  near 
kiusmau  of  John  Blakiston,  the  friend  of  Cromwell,  and  one  of  the  regicides 
who  died  just  before  the  Restoration.  Some  of  the  regicides'  descendants 
settled  in  Maryland,  and  a  branch  is  believed  to  be  there  now."  Mr.  Amory 
further  says:  "It  seems  reasonable  to  assume  that  all  of  the  name  descend 
from  the  well-known  stem  in  the  palatinate  of  Durham,  the  earliest  of  whom 
mentioned  —  Hugh  —  was  proprietor  of  Blakiston,  about  six  miles  from  the 
episcopal  city,  as  early  as  1341,"  "  Few  families  of  private  gentry,"  says 
Surtees  in  his  History  of  Durham,  "have  spread  more  widely  or  flourished 
fairer  than  Blackstone  ;  but  all  its  branches  have  perished,  like  the  original 
stock.  One  family  alone  remains  which  can  trace  its  blood,  without  heredi- 
tary possessions  "  —  an  uncertain  kinship  being  claimed  by  a  few  others  in 
the  south  of  England. 

The  house  of  Blakiston  was  one  of  great  wealth  and  honors,  and,  according 
to  the  history  above  referred  to,  reached  the  height  of  its  prosperity  during 
the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  under  one  John  — probably  the  one  men- 
tioned elsewhere  as  of  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  had  fifteen  children, 
for  all  of  whom  he  was  able  to  make  liberal  provision.  His  eldest  son  was 
Sir  William,  born  in  1553,  and  married  to  Alice  Claxton  in  1581.  They  had 
nine  children,  and  all  of  the  six  sons  were  living  in  1C24.  William  was  the 
name  of  the  fifth  son,  and  he,  it  is  supposed,  is  the  same  who  subsequently 
became  our  first  settler.  Through  this  Sir  William  and  the  sou  who  inherited 
the  title,  "the  last  sweepings  of  the  great  Blackiston  estates"  seem  to  have 
been  conveyed  away,  both  father  and  sou  being  somewhat  wild  and  reckless  in 
character  and  life.  Alice  Claxton,  however,  brought  to  her  husband  a  fine 
estate,  and  upon  it,  in  "the  house  at  Wynyard "  they  seem  to  have  lived 
most  of  the  time  after  their  marriage,  and  here,  probably,  their  children  were 
born.  This  estate  is  described  as  being  very  beautiful,  and  the  house  as 
"  one  of  the  most  convenient  and  handsome  in  the  district." 

To  again  quote  Mr.  Amory  :  "  Knights  and  beneficed  clergymen  abounded 
in  the  family  and  if,  as  suggested,  our  William  was  the  son  of  Alice  Claxton, 
his  declining,  in  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  family,  after  having 
obtained  a  collegiate  education,  to  conform  to  the  ecclesiastical  requisitions 
and  be  beneficed  himself,  may  explain  the  tradition  in  the  Connecticut  line 
that  their  first  American  ancestor  left  home  from  some  misunderstanding  with 
his  parents." 

The  name  of  Blackstone  has  been  variously  spelled :  Blakiston,  Blakeston, 
and  Blackstone  being  the  most  common  ;  but  he  himself  adopted  Blaxton,  as 
found  both  by  his  signatures  on  receiving  his  degrees  at  Emmanuel  College  — 
called  the  Puritan  College  because  many  of  our  eminent  divines  graduated 
there — -and  also  upon  his  deed  to  David  Whipple.  This  mode  of  spelling 
makes  the  name  identical  with  that  of  his  supposed  mother,  Claxton,  with 
the  exception  of  the  initial  letter,  and  certainly  forges  another  link  in  the 
chain  of  evidence  relating  to  his  parentage. 
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His  taste  ami  skill  in  horticulture,  woodcraft,  ami  all  accoinplishinciits  of  a 
similar  nature,  tend,  as  is  said,  to  confirm  the  conjecture  that  he  was  brought 
up  on  a  large  manorial  estate,  and  the  chase  and  field  sports  in  which  as  an 
English  country  <rentleman's  son  he  must  undoubtedly  liave  participated 
"  prepared  liis  constitution  to  cope  with  the  exposures  and  privations  of  forest- 
life,  and  gave  him  the  knowledge  and  experience  required  to  oljtain  liis  food 
and  to  take  pleasure  in  its  i)ursuil." 

There  were  many  fine  oUl  manor  houses  in  the  Blakiston  family.  That  of 
Blakiston  proper,  standing  in  an  attractive  situation,  was  taken  down  during 
the  last  century  :  Init  the  most  celebrated  of  all  was  Gibside,  which  remained 
in  the  name  until  the  death  of  the  last  baron,  Sir  Francis  Blakiston,  in  1713. 
It  lies  between  Newcastle-on-Tyne  and  Kavensworth  Castle,  on  the  Derwent, 
and  historians  speak  "  of  the  beautiful  and  magnificent  scenery  of  the  place," 
rendered  more  beautiful  from  the  bleak  country  which  surrounds  it.  The 
park  is  four  miles  in  circumference,  and  the  drive  to  the  "  stately  banquet- 
ing house,  seated  on  a  noble  elevation,"  is  described  as  winding  "  through  the 
bosom  of  a  thick  forest,  sometimes  on  the  brink  of  a  deep  ravine,  and  at 
intervals  descending  on  the  easy  inclination  of  the  hill,  l)ut  still  embowered 
with  venerable  oaks."  The  gardens,  the  i)asturage,  the  cultivated  lauds  and 
the  mansion  house  itself  are  all  in  keeping  with  the  magnificence  of  the 
great  park,  and  together  form  an  estate  and  a  home  such  as  only  a  family  of 
wealth,  cultivation,  and  distinction  would  possess  and  occupy.  Tliis  place, 
there  are  many  reasons  to  believe,  belonged  to  near  kinsmen  of  our  Black- 
stone,  and  prol)ably  he  was  here  a  frequent  and  welcome  visitor. 

.Such  probal)ly  was  the  home,  such  the  friends  he  left.  The  character  he 
ever  sustained  proves  him  to  have  belonged,  we  think,  without  (juestion, 
to  a  family  of  education  and  great  culture,  and  these  recent  developments 
only  add  to  the  interest  and  the  mystery  still  surrounding  the  question  of  the 
real  underlying  cause  of  his  self-imposed  exile.  Powerful  indeed  must  have 
been  tiie  influence  and  urgent  indeed  the  conscientious  necessity  which  com- 
pelled him  to  leave  some  of  tiie  fairest  of  earth's  scenes  and  intercourse  with 
cultured  friends  for  the  deep  solitudes  of  the  American  wilderness. 

More  than  thirty  years  ago,  on  the  one  hundred  and  eightietli  anniversary 
of  his  death,  an  effort  was  made  to  arcMise  public  interest  in  the  raising  of 
funds  to  erect  a  suitable  monument  to  tlie  memory  of  Mr.  Blackstone.  A 
few  weeks  later,  on  .July  4,  1855,  the  anniversary  of  his  marriage,  quite  a 
numl)er  of  people  gathered  at  his  grave,  the  spot  being  then  ''  designated  by 
two  small  bowlders  of  semi-crystallized  quartz  rock."     An   association   was 

ormed  called  the  "  Blackstone  M(jnument  Association"  ;  ollicers  were  elected 
and  a  constitution  adopted.  Any  persons,  without  regard  to  ''  age,  sex,  sect, 
<^)r  color."  by  presenting  their  names  and  sultscribing  ten  cents,  were  thereby 
made  members  of  the  association.  Appri»priat«'  exercises  were  held  :  an 
oration  was  delivered  by  a  Mr.  S.  C.  Newman — a  lineal  descen(l:iiit  of  the 
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first  minister  of  Rehoboth  —  aud  this  was  followed  by  the  singing  of  an  ode, 
and  impromptu  speeches. 

Considerable  enthusiasm  was  manifested,  and  nearly  the  entire  assembly 
responded  to  the  call  for  signatures  and  dimes.  An  aged  man  very  aptly 
suggested  that  the  orator  be  the  first  to  record  his  name,  and  his  dime  was 
seized  by  a  reverend  gentleman  present,  who  held  it  aloft  exclaiming,  — 
"  In  this  little  coin  behold  in  glistening  embryo  the  future  monument  —  a 
granite  volume  with  illustrations,  which  shall  be  read  by  distant  coming  gen- 
ei'ations  of  men  with  respect  and  admiration  of  their  forefathers  who  met 
here  this  da}^  to  perpetuate  the  character  and  memory  of  Blackstone." 

The  monument  of  this  charming  vision  was  but  a  shadowy  mirage,  —  the 
reflection  not  of  a  distant  reality,  but  of  a  passing  illusion,  — and  the  grave  of 
the  sage  of  Study  Hill  was  still  neglected  and  its  site  almost  unknown  for 
many  years.  We  who  live  in  the  rush  and  hurry  of  this  nineteenth  century 
seem  to  think  only  of  the  future,  and  we  almost  forget  the  past ;  but  we 
should  stop  long  enough  now  and  again  to  think  on  the  men  who  gave  us  the 
blessings  of  our  land  of  freedom  and  prosperity,  and,  keeping  green  within 
our  hearts  the  principles  they  established,  we  should  burn  to  perpetuate  their 
memories  by  rescuing  their  humble  resting-places  from  oblivion  ere  it  be  for- 
ever too  late. 

At  last,  however,  a  portion  of  the  vision  becomes  real,  but  in  place  of  the 
quiet,  beautiful  surroundings  the  imagination  prophetically  portrayed,  the 
picture  is  framed  by  the  noisy,  homely  environments  of  a  bustling  town. 
The  peaceful  valley  is  there  no  longer,  the  river  flows  no  more  through  those 
fertile  pastures.  Study  Hill  has  been  entirely  taken  away,  and  in  its  place 
stands  a  large  cotton  mill. 

While  this  work  of  demolition  was  going  on,  the  bones  of  Mr.  Blackstone 
were  disinterred  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Lorenzo  Blackstone,  of  Norwich, 
Conn.,  aud  President  Gammell,  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society. 
These  were  placed  in  an  appropriate  box,  and  again  buried  under  the  build- 
ing, in  which  there  will  be  a  monument  to  his  name. 

How  strange  is  what  we  term  the  "  irony  of  fate  "  !  The  would-be  recluse, 
disturbed  in  life,  is  disturbed  also  in  death.  Intruders  coveted  his  pleasant 
domains  while  he  occupied  them,  and  to-day  the  demon  of  manufacture 
seizes  upon  them,  even  removing  the  soil  in  which  his  body  was  placed,  deny- 
ing him  his  own  grave.  Instead  of  the  waving  of  branches  above  his  head 
and  the  gentle  sighing  of  soft  winds,  is  the  tread  of  hurrying  feet  and  the 
noise  of  shouting  multitudes.  The  ''sculptured  marble"  rears  itself,  not 
amid  the  giant  trees  of  the  forest,  close  by  his  peacefully  flowing  river,  but 
near  the  giant  engine,  by  whose  mighty  power  the  hum  of  whirring  spindles 
sounds  unceasingly.  The  spirit  of  the  gentle  sage  could  scarcely  reconcile 
itself  to  such  a  change,  and  must  have  passed  saddened  away  from  its 
accustomed  haunts  forever. 
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But  this  picture  lias  its  hiighter  side,  for  tlie  foruier  possessor  of  these 
lauds  is  not  forgotteu.  Mucli  houor  is  due  to  the  gcutleuieu  of  the  Lousdale 
Company,  who,  having  probably  no  interest  l)eyond  their  own  preseut  practi- 
cal one  in  this  spot,  so  filled  to  the  historian  with  associations  of  the  past, 
have  vet  generously  given  place  to  the  lettered  stone,  which,  over  its  very 
site,  shall  mark  the  lone  grave  and  perpetuate  the  name  and  memory  of 
William  Blackstone.' 


'The  above  suggested  plans  liave  been  carried  out  with  some  inofliflcations.  Wlien  tlie  grave  was 
discovered  "  fragments  of  a  collin  and  liammered  nails  such  as  were  made  in  tliose  days,  and  pieces 
of  bones,  were  found,"  and  "  the  sides  of  the  grave  were  also  plainly  visible."  It  was  a  "  solitary 
grave,"  no  indications  of  any  other  being  visible,  an<l  it  would  seem  that  Blackstone  must  have 
burled  his  wife  elsewhere.  That  the  grave  found  was  that  of  Blackstone  there  can  be  no  reasonable 
doubt,  since  now  long  ancient  tradition  has  always  pointed  to  that  vicinity  as  his  burial  place. 
"The  monument  sU'inds  a  very  few  yards  from  the  grave  and  in  line  with  it.  The  precise  spot  is 
covereil  by  the  Lonsdale  Co.'s  Ann  and  Hope  Mill.  The  monument  was  erected  liy  some  of  the 
descendants  of  Mr.  Blackstone,  and  the  inscription  was  written  by  a  member  of  the  Lonsilale  Co." 
It  Is  of  granite,  some  ten  or  twelve  feet  high  —  the  base  Jive  or  six  feet  square,  and  the  shaft  a  foot 
or  more  smaller,  tapering  slightly.  It  is  within  the  enclosed  grounds  of  the  mill,  surrounded  by  the 
vivid  gi'een  of  a  beautiful  lawn,  the  only  object  on  it.  Ui)on  the  southerly  or  front  side,  beneath  a 
cross  cut  into  the  stone,  is  the  following  inscription:  "the   grave  of  the  kevekknd  wiluah 

BLACKSTONE,    FOUNDER    OF    THE    TOWN    OF    BOSTON    AND   THE    FIRST   WHITE    SETTLER    IN     RHODE 

island;"  on  the  east  side:  "a  student  of  Emmanuel  college,  Cambridge,    he  took  holy 

ORDERS   IN  the  CHURCH  OF   ENGLAND,  IN  WHOSE  COMMUNION   HE   LIVED   AND    DIED;"  On   the  WCSt 
side:  "COMING    FROM   BOSTON  TO  THIS   SPOT  IN    1035,  HE   DIED  MAY  26,1675,  AGED  OVER   SO   YEARS, 

AND  WAS   HERE   BURIED:"   on  the  uorth  side:   "erected   by   the   lineal   descendants   of 

WILLIAM    BLACKSTONE,   A.D.   1889." 
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CHAPTER   III. 

INCORPORATION.  PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    TOWN.  FIRST    SETTLEMENTS,    ETC. 

THIRTY-THREE  years  after  the  purchase  of  territory  —  as  described  — 
from  Wamsutta,  by  Captain  Willett,  and  twenty-eight  years  after  its 
transfer  by  him  to  the  Colony  of  New  Plymouth  and  their  conveyance  of  the 
same  to  the  proprietors,  the  number  of  settlers  within  its  limits  had  so  largely 
increased  as  to  render  it  proper  and  desirable  that  steps  should  be  taken  to 
carry  out  the  original  intention,  which  was  the  formation  of  an  independent 
township. 

The  following  petition  to  the  Council  and  Representatives  of  the  Province 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  was  therefore  presented  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
North  Purchase  :  — 

To  his  Excellency,  Sir  Wm.  Phipps  Knight,  Captain-General  and  Gov ernor-in- Chief 
of  their  Majesty's  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  Nevj  England,  vnth  the  Honorable 
Council  and  Bepresentatives  thereof  now  assembled  in  General  Court  at  Boston,  Oct.  11, 
1G04. 

The  Petu.  of  the  Sub?^crlber»  iu  behalf  of  themselves  aud  the  rest  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
lands  herein  mentioned  and  expressed, 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  whereas  our  ancestors  and  some  of  ourselves  have  formerly  purchased  a  certain  tract 
of  hind  commonly  known  by  the  Xame  of  the  Xorth  Purchase,  containini;  in  length  about  ten 
miles  from  Pawtucket  Kiver  to  Taunton  bounds,  and  about  eight  miles  from  the  Massachusetts 
line  between  the  two  late  Colonies,  to  Rehoboth  bounds,  being  in  our  apprehension  land  suffi- 
cient for  a  township;!  and  we  being  now  already  above  thirty  families  on  the  place  besides 
other  proprietors  that  at  present  live  elsewhere,  Doe  humbly  pray  this  Honble.  Assembly  to 
make  us  a  township  endued  with  such  privileges  as  other  towns  are :  for  these  reasons  follow- 
ing, viz : 

First  aud  principally  for  the  honor  of  God,  and  our  chiefest  good,  in  that  our  distance  is  far 
to  go  on  the  Lord's  days  —  some  of  us  ten  or  eleven  miles  to  Rehoboth  to  the  public  worship 
of  God.  which  in  the  winter  season  is  very  inconvenient  for  us  to  go,  and  especially  for  our 
children  —  and  also  the  great  burthen  we  sustain  in  going  so  far  to  traine  —  attend  Town  Meet- 
ings, aud  to  work  in  their  highways,  and  our  own  in  the  mean  time  neglected. 

21y.  In  that  if  we  were  a  township  we  should  quickly  (we  hope)  procure  an  able  Orthodox 
Minister  to  teach  us,  and  also  a  schoolmaster  to  instruct  our  children,  which  would  incite  more 
able  ami  desirable  inhabitants  to  come  and  settle  among  us,  we  having  lands  and  other  com- 
modities for  their  encouragement. 

S^ly.  In  that  we  being  as  Frontiers  in  danger  of  the  enemy  between  Rehoboth  and  other 
places,  should  if  we  were  a  township  be  in  a  better  posture  of  defence  when  we  are  compleated 
with  officers  amongst  ourselves, 

4thly.  We  might  further  add  the  benefit  might  redound  to  their  Majesty's  service,  there 
being  great  store  of  ship  timber,  and  Cooper's  stuft'  wh.  might  with  more  facility  be  conveyed 
to  the  water  side,  were  our  habitations  settled  nearer. 


1  We  fully  agree  with  the  petitiou  that  the  tract  of  land  then  comprising  the  large  towns  of  Attle- 
borough  and  Cumberland  was  reasonably  sufficient  for  a  township. 
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All  which  is  hunil)ly  offered  to  Your  Excellency  and  Honors  for  acceptance  by 

Your  humble  Supplyiuits 

John  Woodcock 
Diiuicl  Shcppison 
John  ('allen<ler  for 
Oct.  IT.  1694  and  in  the  name  and 

That  the  above  behalf  of  the  rest  of  the 

Petition  is  granted  I'roprietors  of  the  said  lands, 

provided  it  do  not 
prejudice  any  former 
j,'rant.    The  name  to 
be  Attleborough. 
Die  predict.     Voted  to  be 
drawn  into  an  Act. 
Past  in  the  affirmative  by  the  house  of  Representatives. 

Nchiniiah  Quinet= 
Oct.  19th  169-Jr  Speaker. 

H.  of  R.  Past  and  sent  up. 

The  following  is  the  Act  of  Incorporation,  Bated  Oct.  19, 1694. 
An  Act  for  granting  a  township  within  the  County  of  Bristol  to  be  called  Attleborough. 

Whereas  there  is  a  certain  tract  of  land  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  North  Purchase, 
lying  within  the  County  of  Bristol,  containing  in  length  about  ten  miles  from  Pawtucket  River 
to  the  bounds  of  Taunton.'  and  extending  about  eight  miles  in  lireadth  from  the  line  or  bound- 
ary betwixt  the  two  late  Colonies  of  Massachusetts  and  Plymouth,  to  the  bounds  of  the  town 
of  Rehoboth;  being  a  convenient  tract  for  a  township,  and  more  than  thirty  families  already 
settled  thereupon;  For  the  better  encouragement  and  settlement  of  said  Plantation  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor.  Council,  and  Representatives  in  (Jeneral  Court  assembled, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  henceforth  the  said  tract  of  land  as  above  described, 
and  bounded  by  the  townships  of  Taunton  and  llehoboth,  (no  ways  to  intrench  upon  either  of 
their  rights)  be  and  shall  l^e  a  township,  and  called  by  the  name  of  Attleborough;  and  shall 
have  and  enjoy  all  such  immunities,  privileges,  and  powers,  as  generally,  other  townships 
within  this  Province  have  and  do  enjoy, 

J'rovided.  That  it  be  not  in  prejudice  of  any  former  grant. 

Provided  also,  That  the  Inhai)itants  of  the  said  place  do  continue  under  the  power  and 
direction  of  the  Selectmen,  Assessors,  and  Constables  of  Rehoboth  (whereunto  they  were 
formerly  annexed)  as  well  referring  to  any  assessments  and  arrears  thereof,  as  all  other  things 
proper  to  the  duty  of  Selectmen,  Assessors  and  Constables,  respectively;  until  they  are  supplied 
with  su<h  officers  among  themselves,  according  to  the  dir«!ctions  in  the  law  in  that  lasc  made 
and  provided. 

The  derivation  of  tlit-  naiiu'  given  to  this  now  township  is  "  At-h'-luirgh," 
ineanin;j?  at  the  h<)ron<rli,  f(jrt,  or  castle,  "•  Atlebnr<;h."  It  was  naniecl  after 
Attleborough,  Norfolk  Couuty,  England,  which  was  formerly  a  city  aud 
market  town,  and  a  celebrated  place  in  Knglish  history.  That  place  was 
called  "  The  Honjugh,"  from  its  being  the  principal  place  in  the  vicinity  of 
Bungay  Castle,  the  seat  of  the  Mortimers  —  Earls  of  March,  Our  Uungay 
River  —  sometimes  pronounced  Bun{/6t.v,  accent  on  the  second  syllable  —  was 
doubtless  named  after  the  castle  of  tlie  Earls  of  March, '-' 


■Tannton  North  I'lirchnnc. 

'See  Globe  Encycloinnlin,  "  Biiii(fiiy,"  p.  MI.    The  aliove  \va-  the  opliilun  formed  by  the  auilior. — 
Ekitor. 
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Thomas  Daggett  and  John  Sutton  and  his  wife  and  four  children  were 
from  that  town.  Sutton  came  to  Hingham,  Mass.,  and  thence  to  Rehoboth 
with  his  family,  as  early  as  the  4th  mo.  1644,  and  it  is  believed  that  our  town 
was  named  by  them. 

The  boundaries  described  in  the  preceding  act  included  the  present  towns 
of  Attleborough  and  Cumberland,^  R.  I.,  embracing  a  very  extensive  tract  of 
land.  It  was  inhabited  in  some  localities  by  a  few  Indians.  There  was  a 
plantation  of  them  in  the  North  Purchase  six  or  eight  miles  north  of  Mr^ 
Blackstone's  at  Sinuechitaconet,  but  it  soon  dwindled  away.  The  number  of 
white  inhabitants  at  this  time  could  not  much  exceed  a  hundred  and  eighty. 
They  were  mostly  settled  in  the  southerW  and  westerly  parts  of  the  town. 
These  families  were  scattered  over  a  considerable  space  ;  many  had  been  here 
from  an  early  period.     Of  the  earl}'  settlements  more  will  be  said  hereafter. 

The  country  was  then  mostly  covered  with  forests,  interspersed,  however, 
with  a  good  supply  of  natural  meadow,  which  was  considered  the  most  valu- 
able kind  of  land. 

The  inhabitants  increased  rapidly,  and  soon  penetrated  into  various  parts 
of  the  town. 

EARLY    PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    TOWN    AFTER    ITS    INCORPORATION. 

A  few  extracts  from  the  early  records  of  the  town,  illustrating  the  charac- 
ter of  the  times,  will  be  interesting  to  the  present  generation. 

The  first  town  mQetiug  on  record  appears  to  have  been  held  May  11,  1(396, 
two  years  after  the  incorporation.  There  must,  however,  have  been  a  previous 
meeting,  and  a  choice  of  officers  —  of  which  no  record  is  preserved.  At  this 
meeting  the  town  chose  Mr.  John  Woodcock  and  Mr.  John  Rogers,^  late  of 
Bristol,  as  agents  '*  to  manage  our  concerns  in  matters  relating  to  that  part  of 
our  township  commonly  called  the  Mile  and  Half,  according  to  our  petition  and 
other  copies  which  are  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Henry  Derens  Clerk  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  did  further  appoint  and  impower  Mr.  John  Woodcock 
to  agree  with  and  impower  said  Mr.  Rogers  and  take  care  to  help  him  to  such 
papers  as  may  most  concern  our  business,  for  the  promoting  of  matters  relat- 
ing to  our  township." 

At  the  same  meeting  three  assessors  were  chosen  for  the  ensuing  year ; 
namely,  Israil  Woodcock,  Thomas  Tingley,  and  Samuel  Titus. 

The  next  town  meeting  was  held  November  23d,  1696,  at  which  the  town 
authorized  the  selectmen  to  make  a  rate  for  paying  the  town's  debts,  which 
amounted  to  £5,  los  Id.  At  the  same  time  several  individuals  engaged  to 
pay  certain  sums  "  by  way  of  free  gift  towards  the  building  of  a  Meeting 
House,"  and  desired  their  names  and  sums  might  be  entered  accordingly. 


1  See  Bradford  for  Bristol.    [Attleborough  before  the  division.] 
-See  Order  of  Royal  Corns.,  p.  156. 
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£■  -•  /:•  >. 

Mr.  .Icilm  Wuoik-ock    ....     1.  0(t  Thomas  Woodcock   .     .     .     .0.10 

.lohnhanc' 1.00  (Jeorirf  Hol>in>ou      ....     1.  00 

1-rail  Woodtofk 0.  Id  I>avi<l  Kreeinau 1.  00 

March  'I'l.  lt')lH!-li7.  The  town.  *••  taking  into  consideration  wlio  arc  hy  law 
allowed  to  vote  in  town  meetings,  and  finding  so  few  allowed  lo  vote," 
ordered  that  "all  the  inhabitants  and  town  Dwellers  "  should  have  a  right 
to  vote  in  said  meetings.  At  this  time  town  officers  were  chosen  for  ilie  year 
ensning  :  namely.  "Mr.  John  Woodcock,  Anthony  Sprague.  Daniel  .lenks, 
Jonathan  Fuller,  Thomas  Tingley,  Selectmen  ;  Anthonj-  8prague,  town  Clerk ; 
Israil  Woodcock,  Constable  ;  Nicholas  Ide  and  Joseph  Cowel,  Survej'ors ; 
Henrv  Sweet,  'i'ithingman ;  Thomas  Tingle}'  and  Samuel  Titus,  Fence- 
viewers ;  John  \>'()(idc()ck,  Anthony  S|)rague  and  Daniel  Jenks.  Assessors; 
John  Lane.  <irand  juryman;  Benjamin  Force  for  the  Jury  of  trials  in  April 
next  at  the  Quarter  Sessions  at  Bristol." 

November  23,  KilH!,  the  town  debt  is  recorded,  the  amount  being  £'), 
s.l.s.  d.l. 

May  10,  1G97.  At  a  town  meeting  for  the  choice  of  an  "Assembly  man 
for  the  Great  and  General  Court,"  the  inhabitants  voted  not  to  send  a  man 
"  by  reason  the  town  was  excused  Ity  law." 

Julv  12,  1097.  The  town  voted  to  have  a  Pound  made  according  to  law 
upon  a  piece  of  undivided  land  between  the  lands  of  Daniel  Shepperson  and 
James  Jillsou  near  the  "  Bay  Koad." 

The  inhabitants  were  often  disturbed  by  Indians  and  others  hunting  and 
strolling  about  the  town  and  insulting  the  inhabitants.  In  relation  to  these 
disturbances  the  town  passed  the  following  orders  :  — 

Jan'y  :Ust,  1697  or  8.  At  a  town  meeting  legally  warned  for  the  making 
of  "some  town  orders  or  by-laws  touching  persons  disorderly  coming  into 
town  who  have  no  rights  or  lands  in  the  sanu'  but  are  strangers  and  foreign- 
ers." the  town  passed  the  orders  as  follows  :  — 

The  inhabitants  then  met  tliil  make  two  town  onlcrs.  or  by  laws,  for  saiil  town  wbiih  are  as 
followf'th.  —  it  is  therefore  ordered  and  agreed  npon  l>y  the  iniial)itants  of  Attleboroiiuh.  and 
voted  in  naid  mcctin^r  tiiat  no  pcrnon  that  is  a  stran^'er  shall  be  received  as  an  inhaliilant  with- 
out tlie  «  onsent  or  approbation  of  said  town  or  sulliiient  security  ;civen  to  the  Town  by  idm 
ortiieni  tliat  shall  take  in  or  harl)or  any  person  contrary  to  this  order;  —  moreover  the  Select- 
men arc  appointed  to  take  due  care  and  sullicient  se<'nrily  in  tlic  l»clialf  of  the  town  of  and  for 
all  Huch  persons  as  shall  receive  in  or  harbor  any  slranj,'er  or  foriner;  or  to  ;;ive  onler  and 
wamiiiK  to  such  stranKcr  or  forim-r  to  depart  the  town  according  as  the  law  directs,  and  that 
with  all  conveidcnt  speed  after  knowledge  or  notice  ^'veu  of  tiie  .same,  ."so  observini:  from 
time  to  time  tliat  tin;  Town  be  not  changed  with  unnecessary  char;;es. 

The  xecond  order  or  by-Law  was  toiKthin;,'  Indian  forinners  and  stran;;crs  that  have  been 
complained  of  for  nncivill  carriau'es  and  lM-ha\i()ur  towards  some  of  llir  iidial>ilant^  of  this 


'John  Lane,  an  early  settler.  Sexeral  of  tlial  name  aflcrwanls.  (Klienezer.)  Kroin  libii,  .lohn, 
descended  .Iu'Ikc  Lane,  of  Ohio,  ii  iltHtlnKUliihed  l;iwycr.  and  indue  of  the  Supreme  Conrl  of  lliat 
8tnte. 
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town;  for  the  prevention  of  which  the  inhabitants  being  desired  to  give  their  advice  did  meet 
and  agree  and  by  Joint  consent  have  voted  and  passed  this  act,  that  no  forriu  or  Indian  stranger 
should  1)6  allowed  to  come  into  town  being  armed  under  hunting  pretense  nor  suffered  in  the 
same  to  abide  in  Drinkings  and  Shotings  [shootings]  at  unseasonable  times  of  night  and 
threatinings  to  severall  persons  which  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  province  and  disturbing 
to  severall  of  this  town;  neither  is  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  within  this  town  allowed 
to  take  in  or  harbour  Indian  or  Indians  armed  other  than  such  as  hath  been  allowed  or  shall 
be  allow  ed  without  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  inhabitants  at  any  time  hereafter,  but  every 
person  or  persons  transgressing  aganst  this  order  or  by  law  shall  pay  a  fine  of  five  shillings 
each  day  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  this  town  for  every  such  offense. 

March  4th,  1699  or  1700,  in  town  meeting  Daniel  Shepperson  gave  a  piece 
of  ground  to  set  a  pound  on  ''at  a  place  commouh'  known  and  called  Red 
Eock  Hill  by  the  rhoad-side  by  a  pine  tree,  which  pound  is  to  be  built  30  feet 
square  and  finished  by  the  last  of  June  1700."  At  the  same  time  the  house 
of  Daniel  Shepperson  was  appointed  "to  be  the  certain  known  place  for 
Town  meetings,"  he  giving  "  free  libert}^  and  comfort"  to  the  people,  until 
some  other  place  should  be  provided. 

March  13,  1700.  Voted  not  to  send  a  representative,  for  the  same  reason 
that  was  assigned  at  the  first  meeting. 

March  25,  1701.  In  town  meeting  voted  and  appointed  a  "Training  place 
to  l)e  on  the  South  side  of  David  Freeman's  house,  between  the  two  "ways, 
viz.  the  Bay  road  and  the  road  that  leadeth  to  Nicholas  Ide's  house."  At 
the  same  time  the  town  "  did  by  major  vote  appoint  the  last  Tuesdaj^  in 
March  at  9  o'clock  A.M.  to  be  their  Election  Day  annually  for  choosing  town 
officers  according  to  law,  without  any  furtlier  warning,  so  to  continue  till 
further  order."     This  year  no  Assembly  man  was  sent. 

Feb.  9th,  1702-3.  It  was  voted  that  Ensign  Nicholas  Ide  and  Anthony 
Sprague  with  the  selectmen  be  a  committee  to  agree  in  behalf  of  our  town 
concerning  the  lines  and  bounds  between  Attleborough,  Dorchester,  and 
Wreutham.  It  was  also  voted  that  the  selectmen  should  make  a  town  rate 
for  the  payment  of  town  debts,  and  that  a  quarter  part  of  said  rate  be  levied 
upon  the  polls,  and  the  rest  upon  the  estates;  and  that  said  rate  "  shall  be 
paid  in  Indian  corn  at  2s.  6d.  per  bushel,  or  rye  at  3s.  6d.  per  bushel,  or 
oats  at  Is.  6d.  per  bushel,  or  in  money." 

March  14th,  1703.  Voted  not  to  send  a  representative  by  reason  they  were 
eo  few  in  number  and  excused  by  law. 

EARLY    SETTLEMENTS. 

The  first  settlement  within  the  bounds  of  the  present  (1886)  town  of 
Attleborough  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Baptist  meetinghouse,  where 
Hatch's  old  tavern  still  stands.  It  was  coumienced  by  Mr.  John  Woodcock, 
his  sous  and  their  families,  soon  after  the  first  division  in  1669.  Here  he 
built  a  public  house  on  the  "Bay  Road,"  and  fortified  it  as  a  garrison,  and 
laid  out  lands  to  the  amount  of  about  three  hundred  acres,  which  afterwards 
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made  an  excellent  farm.  At  this  time  and  subsequently  he  took  up  in 
several  parts  of  the  town  aV»out  six  hundred  acres,  part  on  his  own  shares, 
and  the  rest  on  riglits  wliich  he  purchased  of  Roger  Amidown,  James  Rede- 
way,  Andrew  Willett,  etc.  A  part  of  this  six  hundred  acres  was  on  Bunijay 
River,  wliere  Bishop's  shop  ouce  stood,  and  this  he  conveyed  to  his  sou 
JonatJian.  with  the  *'  saw-mill  thereon  standing." 

Woodcock's  house  was  occupied  for  a  garrison.  It  was  licensed  in  1670, 
according  to  the  following  record  : — 

••  Julv  5th,  1670.  John  Woodcock  is  allowed  by  the  Court  to  keep  an  Ordi- 
narv  at  the  ten  mile  river  (so  called)  which  is  in  the  way  from  Rehoboth  to 
the  Bav  ;  and  likewise  enjoined  to  keep  good  order,  that  no  unruliness  or 
ribaldry  be  permitted  there."  —  Old  Col.  Rec. 

His  name  first  appears  in  the  Rehoboth  records  '•  the  28th  -Ith  mo.  1617," 
when  he  bought  the  lands  of  Ed.  Patterson.  "The  town  gave  to  John 
Woodcock  the  lot  before  granted  to  Edward  Pateson."  •  He  also  had  a 
tyrant  of  lanil  in  May,  1662,  for  a  small  house  near  the  church  for  "  the 
Lord's  dav,"  and  he  was  living  in  Rehoboth  as  early  as  July  28,  1662  — 
probably  for  sometime  previous  —  though  tlie  precise  date  of  his  settling 
there  cannot  be  ascertained.  He  came  there  from  Roxbury,  where  he  owned 
real  estate,  but  wliere  he  had  previously  lived  is  not  known.  He  was 
admitted  a  freeman  of  that  town  May  14,   1673. 

AVoodcock  was  a  man  of  some  consideration  in  those  days,  his  name 
frequently  appearing  in  town  oflices  and  on  committees.  June  2,  1691,  he 
was  chosen  "  Deputy  to  the  General  Court"  from  Rehoboth,  and  at  several 
other  times.  He  was  shrewd,  hardy,  fearless  and  adventurous  —  a  character 
just  suited  to  the  times  in  which  lie  livt-d,  and  the  circumstances  in  which  he 
was  placed. 

lUt  held  Indian  rights  in  very  low  estimation.  On  one  occasion  he  took 
X\w  \\]<(iv{y  (>{  jiai/irxj  himself  A  debt  (\ue  to  him  from  a  neigldmring  Indian, 
without  tiie  consent  of  the  debtor  or  the  intervention  of  judge,  jury,  or 
j,ln>iift-,  —  for  which  achievement  he  received  the  following  sentence  from  the 
Court,  —  an  example  of  the  rigid  justice  of  the  Puritans  :  — 

"  16.'>4  John  Woodcock  of  Rehoboth,  for  going  into  an  Indian  liou>c  and 
taking  away  an  Indian  child  and  some  goods  in  lieu  of  a  dclit  tiic  Indian 
owed  iiim,  was  sentenced  to  set  in  the  stocks  at  Kehob(tth  an  houi-  on  a 
Training  day,  and  to  pay  a  line  of  forty  shillings." — Old  Col.  /»''•'•.,  Court 
OidfrH,  Jiook  .'ill. 

Woodcock  iiad  two  wives  :  Sarali,  wiio  died  in  May,  l<i76  ("  Saraii''  wife  of 
.lohn  Woodcock,  iMiricd  lUth  May  1676"),  and  a  second  one,  Joanna,  who 
survived  him.  He  h:id  a  large  family  of  children,  some,  if  not  all,  of  wliose 
names   I    have  ascertained,    thou^di   no   recoi'd  of    tliem   is   pn-served    on    the 


>  See  lt>h.  Hill.,  |).  :«•.       '  scc  Itih.  /i,c. 
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books.  John,  who  married  Sarah  Smith,  Feb.  26th,  1073  ;  Israil ;  Nathaniel, 
who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  ;  Jonathan ;  Tlioraas  ;  and  at  least  three  daugh- 
ters :  one  married  to  Thomas  Esterbrook,  one,  Mar\',  28th  Nov.  1676.  to 
Samuel  Guild,'  and  another,  Deborah,  to  Benj'n  Onion, '-^  of  Dedham  or 
Wreutham,  May  24th,  1683.  There  were  also  others  of  this  name,  daughters 
of  one  William  Woodcock, ^  viz.  Alice,  married  9th  of  April  1689,  to  Baruck 
Bucklin  ;  Anne,  married  to  Thomas    Fuller ;  Sarah,  married  to    Alexander 


Bolkcom ;  and  Miriam*  (or  sometimes  Mary),  who  was  single  July  3,  1718. 
She  was  said  to  have  married  Jonathan  Freeman  July  1,  1689.  (Doubtless 
he  had  died.) 

John  Woodcock,  Sen.,  died  October  20,  1701,  having  arrived  at  a  very 
advanced  age  in  spite  of  the  many  attempts  which  had  been  made  by  the 
Indians  to  destroy  him.  It  is  said  that  after  his  death  the  scars  of  seven 
bullet  holes  were  counted  on  his  body.  He  was  an  inveterate  and  impla- 
cable enemy  to  the  Indians  — the  cause  of  which  will  hereafter  appear  in  the 
notice  of  some  events  in  Philip's  war.  In  encounters  with  them,  on  several 
occasions,  he  ran  imminent  risks  of  his  life.  He  was  foremost  in  all  enter- 
prises the  object  of  which  was  the  destruction  of  the  Indians.  He  was  a 
very  useful  man  as  a  pioneer  in  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  a  new  settle- 
ment, being  cunning  in  contrivance  and  bold  and  active  in  execution. 

Woodcock's  Garrison  was  a  well-known  place  of  rendezvous  in  the  great 
Indian  war,  and  was  probably  for  some  years  the  only  house,  excepting  its 
immediate  neighbors,  on  the  "  Bay  Road,"  between  Rehoboth  and  Dedham, 
though  this  was  then  the  main  road  from  Rhode  Island,  Bristol,  and  Rehoboth 
to  Boston.  The  Bay  road  extended  first  from  Rehoboth  through  what  is  now 
"  the  city,"  to  West  Attleborough,  north  to  Woodcock's,  thence  over  Ten 
Mile  hill  to  Jacob  Shepardson's  in  what  is  now  Foxborough,  thence  through 
Dedham  and  Roxbury  to  Boston. 

This  ."  Garrison "  was  one  in  a  chain  of  fortifications  extending  from 
Boston  to  Rhode  Island.  There  was  one  in  Boston,  one  in  Dedham  at 
Ames'  corner,  Woodcock's  in  this  place,  one  at  Rehoboth.  situated  in  the 
centre  of  the  "  Great  Plain,"  on  the  borders  of  which  the  first  settlements 
were  principally  located,  another  at  Newport  on  the  Island,  and  perhaps 
others  in  the  intermediate  spaces.  It  was  a  famous  place  on  this  road  —  a 
convenient  public  house  for  travelers  as  well  as  a  well-known  station  in 
Philip's  war.  It  witnessed  many  a  military  force  on  its  march  to  the  defence 
of  the  colonists,  and  such  often  halted  and  encamped  there  on  their  route 
overnight,  and  sometimes  longer  while  waiting  for  additional  forces.  Com- 
panies were  sometimes  ordered  to  rendezvous  there  to  wait  the  arrival  of 
otlier  troops  who  were  to  accompany  them,  and  then  the  solitary  places  of 


1  See  ifeft. /fee.       =  Ibid.       ^  His  name  appears  on /"ro/iVs  7?ec.,  vol.  2,  p.  25.       *See  2(1  B.,  li.  N.  P. 
Sec,  p.  25. 
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the  wilderness  were  enlivened  by  the  tread  of  armed  men  ajid  the  soihkU  of 
martial  music. 

After  the  Indians  had  commenced  the  war  by  open  hostilities,  having  killed 
several  persons  in  the  settlements  near  Mt.  Hope,  "  The  government  of  Mas- 
sachusetts," says  Mr.  Baylies,  "  promptly  resolved  to  send  assistance  to  Ply- 
mouth," and  on  the  2(ith  of  June  a  company  of  infantry  under  command  of 
Captain  Henchman  and  a  company  of  horse  commanded  by  Captain  Prentice 
marched  for  Mt.  Hope  ;  and  notwithstanding  certain  signs  of  ill  omen  which 
they  fancied  they  saw  in  the  heavens,  which  had  great  intluence  over  the 
popular  mind  in  that  superstitious  age,  ''  they  continued  tiieir  march,  and 
reached  the  house  of  one  Woodcock,  (now  in  Attleborough)  distant  about 
30  miles  from  Boston,  before  they  halted.  It  was  then  morning,  and  they 
resolved  to  wait  there  the  arrival  of  Capt.  Mosely  with  his  company  of 
volunteers."  Mr  Baylies  says  that"  Mosely  was  a  man  of  an  intrepid  spirit, 
and  an  excellent  soldier.  He  had  been  a  buccaneer  in  the  AVest  Indies,  and 
had  resided  at  Jamaica.  The  sounds  of  war  revived  his  enthusiasm  for 
deeds  of  enterprise  and  danger." 

In  the  course  of  the  day  he  arrived  at  the  rendezvous  at  Woodcock's,  with 
a  company  of  one  hundred  and  ten  men,  volunteers,  amongst  whom  were 
ten  or  twelve  privateersmeu  with  dogs.  This  must  have  been  a  stirring  scene 
in  the  lonely  situation  at  Woodcock's,  (^n  the  second  day  they  reached 
Swausey. 

On  the  Narragansett  Expedition  which  was  appointed  for  the  next  Decem- 
ber, the  three  colonies  of  Plymouth,  Connecticut,  and  Massachusetts  united 
in  furnishing  military  forces  to  be  under  the  command  of  Josias  Winslow,  of 
Plymouth,  as  general. 

Here  again  Woodcock's  was  a  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  ^lassachusetts 
portion  of  the  army.  Her  force  consisted  of  six  companies  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captains  Mosely,  Gardiner,  Davenport,  Oliver,  Johnson.  :uul 
Major  Appleton,  who  commanded  this  portion  of  the  force,  and  who,  on  the 
"  9th  Dec.  1676  marched  with  them  from  Dedham  to  Woodcock's,  the  well- 
known  place  of  lendezvous,  .'{(>  miles  from  Boston,  and  there  t'ncamped  for 
the  night."  His  companies  numbered  four  hundred  and  sixty-live  foot,  and 
one  company  of  horse  under  connnand  of  Cai)tain  I'rt-iitice,  so  tliat  the 
whole  number  nuist  liave  Iteen  over  five  liundred.  Tliis  was  a  large  army  for 
the  infant  colony  of  Massachusetts  forty-six  years  only  after  the  settlement 
at  Boston.  They  marched  over  t  lie  "■  <  )iildi'  Hay  Noad."  Here  th»v  restt-d, 
and  then  m.'irched  on  to  Seekonk,  wlieie  tliey  met  the  army  of  Plymouth 
Colony,  under  General  Winslow,  and  where  the  two  forces  were  united  and 
moved  on  their  way  to  the  great  Narragansett  fight,  'riusf  same  foiccs  must 
have  rendezvoused  at  Woodcock's  on  their  return. 

Whih'  armies  in  their  marches  halted  then-  niid  gicat  iiicii  of  tlic  colonies 
in   their  travels  stopped  tlicre,  this  housr   is  often   mentioMi'd   Ity  historians. 
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The  celebrated  Judge  Sewall  relates  iu  his  •'  Diary"  that  ou  his  return  from 
Rehoboth  he  diued  at  Woodcock's  with  fellow  travelers  ou  boiled  venison, 
which  was  probably  just  such  a  dinner  as  they  chose  in  those  days,  and 
would  not  be  unacceptable  at  the  present  time. 

Madame  Knight  iu  her  famous  journey  from  Boston  to  New  Vork  lodged 
there  overnight,  and  speaks  of  her  fare.  This  was  considered  a  perilous 
journey  in  olden  times,  and  required  eight  days  to  accomplish. 

Madame  Knight  traveled  on  horseback  with  a  servant,  business  of  impor- 
tance requiring  her  presence  in  New  York.  A  sketch  of  this  adventurous 
journey  would  afford  a  better  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  counti'y  and 
its  inhabitants  than  any  formal  description. ^ 

This  "  Oulde  Bay  Road  "'  was  the  first  main  road  laid  out  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  all  travel  would  necessarily  pass  by  this  "  Ordinary  "  in  those  early 
days,  which  might  be  called  the  dawn  of  the  New  England  life  and  civiliza- 
tion. It  is  a  delight  to  go  back  in  imagination  and  view  the  landscape  that 
surrounded  the  traveler,  and  the  novel  scenes  of  early  colonial  life.  Mile 
after  mile  of  almost  trackless  woods  filled  with  bears,  deer,  and  the  other 
denizens  of  the  forest,  with  here  and  there  a  gleaming  lake  or  sparkling 
river  glinting  in  the  sunlight ;  the  plodding  wayfarer  on  foot  with  his  heavy 
staff ;  the  rider  on  horseback  clad  in  the  quaint  costume  of  the  time  ;  and 
anon,  a  little  opening  in  the  wilderness  with  a  single  log  house  or  a  small 
cluster  of  rude  buildings,  where  rest  and  refreshment  could  be  obtained  for 
man  and  beast.  As  one  traveler  dismounts,  or  another  wearily  shifts  his 
heavy  burden  to  the  bench  by  the  open  door,  we  can  see  the  dwellers  of  the 
hamlet  slowly  gathering  one  by  one  to  hear  the  news  from  the  outside  world, 
a  faint  echo  of  whose  events  just  reaches  these  secluded  places  ;  or  the 
women  collecting  about  the  pedlar  to  hear  the  latest  fashions  of  the  towns 
described,  and  to  barter  for  some  of  the  contents  of  the  pack  by  his  side. 

Woodcock  had  a  large  family,  with  a  number  of  laborers  and  assistants  ; 
there  must  have  been  fully  fourteen  in  the  entire  family.  He  had  a  smith  on 
his  place,  barns,  a  garrison  house  of  large  size,  sons'  houses,  etc.,  so  that  his 
place  made  quite  an  opening  in  the  forest  and  furnished  social  relief  to  the 
lonely  and  weary  journeyers.  There  was  ou  such  a  route  more  travel  than 
one  would  at  first  suppose,  for  emigrants  were  from  time  to  time  going  from 
town  to  town  and  settlement  to  settlement,  seeking  eligible  situations  or 
locations,  and  messengers  on  business  matters  or  the  municipal  and  military 
affairs  of  the  colonies  must  have  frequently  passed  to  and  fro. 

This  stand,  so  long  owned  and  occupied  by  Colonel  Hatch,  and  still  called 
by  his  name,  is  the  oldest  in  the  county  of  Bristol  —  a  public  house  having 


'Many  farewells  were  said,  and  many  prayers  publicly  offered  for  her  safe  return  from  such  an 
untried  and  awful  journey,  over  hill  and  dale,  tlirough  field  and  flood.  Such  a  tale  brings  a  smile  of 
incredulity  to  the  face  of  the  present  lightning  age,  when  this  journey  can  be  so  easily  made  in  seven 
hours,  gliding  over  iron  rails  in  a  palace  on  wheels. 
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been  kept  on  the  spot,  without  intermission,  from  July  5,  1(>70,  to  al»out  1840 
—  during  n  period  of  one  hundred  and  seventi/  years.  It  is  situated  on  the 
Boston  and  Providence  turnpike,  now  often  termed  "  the  old  turnpike  road." 
I  have  been  at  consideralile  pains  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  several 
owners  in  succession,  and  tlic  times  at  which  they  purchased,  some  brief 
notices  of  which  may  bo  interesting'  to  the  reader. 

It  was  established  by  John  Woodcock,  as  already  related,  in  1G70,  the  land 
having  been  laid  out  and  cleared  by  him  for  the  purpose.  He  occupied  it 
about  twenty-three  years. 

Feb.  17,  1693-94,  John  AVoodcock,  Sen.,  of  Rehoboth  (with  .b)anna  ' 
his  wife),  for  £390  money  in  hand  received,  conveys  to  John  Devotion,-  of 
"  Muddy  River,  formerly  of  Hoston."  a  tract  of  laud  containinu'  two  hundred 
and  ten  acres,  being  "  at  a  place  C(jmmonly  called  ten  mile  river,  by  a  high- 
way called  Wrenthara  lane,"  etc.,  "  with  the  mansion  or  dwelling  house,  barn, 
and  all  other  out-housing  and  buildings  (the  Smith's  shop  only  excepted 
standing  on  the  river)  ;  "^  also  about  thirty  acres  lying  on  the  northwest  side 
of  the  country  road  formerly  given  to  his  son,  John  Woodcock,  bounded  by 
Ten  Mile  River,  etc.,  with  his  son's  dwelling  house  and  barn  on  the  same. 
"  John  Devotion  took  quiet  possession  of  the  same  April  9th  1G94,  in  presence 
of  Nathaniel  Hrentnall,  William  Chaplin."  In  this  conveyance  to  Devotion 
is  the  following  curious  item  :  "•  Also,  all  the  said  John  Woodcock,  his  right 
to,  and  privilege  in,  a  house  and  pasture  at  Wrentham  for  accommodation  of 
his  family  and  horses  on  Sabbath  days  and  other  public  times,  as  occasion 
may  be."  As  we  have  seen,  he  formerly  had  a  house  at  Rehoboth  for  a 
similar  purpose.  From  this  and  other  records  it  appears  that  Woodcock  and 
his  family  were  very  attentive  to  public  worship. 

Woodcock  laid  out  tlie  ancient  burying-ground  near  his  house.  In  the 
above-mentioned  conveyance  is  the  following  reservation  :  ''  Kxcept  a  small 
parcel  of  at  least  six  rods  square  or  the  contents  thereof,  for  a  l)urying  place, 
in  which  my  wife  and  several  of  my  children  an<l  neighbors  are  interred,  witii 
liberty  for  my  chihh'en  and  neighbors  to  conic  iijxm  .■ind  niaki'  use  tiierof 
forever  as  occasion   may   be." 

John  Devotion  occupied  the  premises  more  than  seventt-en  y»'ars.  He  left 
no  descendants  iiere  ;  and  after  selling  his  estate  rt'inovi-d  to  Wetiiersfu'ld,  ami 
afterwards  to  Sudield,  Conn.,  when'  a  brother,  Kbi'iie/.ei'  Devotion,'  was 
settled.      Ills   wife's  name   was   Hannah,   prol»ably  'i'aylor. 

.Inly    I'l,    1711.   .Inliii     Devotion,    for    fl<>(l    money    paid,   conxeys    the   said 


'  S«rx)n<l  wife,  lo  wliiiiii  lie  IiikI  Ix'uii  iiiiinicil  Home  ycari*. 

'•Fohii  Devotion  wiiH  a  KTaMiiate  of  Ilarvanl  College,  iiml  lio  liail  n  son,  .lolin  I)e\otlon,  who  wn!<  a 
oclioolmHBtcr  llvhiK  In  SwanHt-a  In  ITI't. 

■'  A  HJiop  now  HlamU  on  the  Manic  m|hiI. 

•  Klx-nu/cr  Devotion  was  also  n  Krailtiate  rtf  Ilarvanl  CollCffc.  He  taiiKliI  8cliool  In  DoiTlie-tter, 
ami  went  to  sunieM,  Conn.,  In  ITOil,  wa>*  or<lalue<l  In  1710,  an<l  reninlneM  ilief'  till  hi-  il.'iiih,  «hl<h 
wcurro<l  In  17.19. 
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farm  containing  two  hundred  acres,  more  or  less,  to  John  Daggett,  of  Chil- 
mark,  in  Dukes  County,  Martha's  Vineyard  (the  first  of  that  name  who 
settled  in  this  town?),  with  twenty-five  acres  on  "Nine  Mile  Run"  (except 
two  acres,  the  barn  and  orcliard  on  it  later  —  in  1833  —  in  possession  of 
Peuticost  Blackinton).  "Also,  one  whole  share  in  the  undivided  lands  in 
Attleborough." 

April  16,  1722,  John  Daggett,  for  £550,  sells  the  same  to  Alexander  Maxcy, 
"  being  his  homestead,  containing  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  in  two  parts 
on  the  Ten  Mile  River,  &c.  at  a  place  called  Mount  Hope  Hill."i  The  said 
Maxcy  died  in  about  a  year  after  this  purchase.  At  the  division  of  his  estate, 
in  1730,  the  establishment  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  oldest  son,  Josiah 
Maxcy.  After  his  death,  in  1772,  if  not  before,  it  came  into  the  possession 
of  his  son,  Levi  Maxcy,  who  occupied  it  till  about  1780,  when  he  sold  it  to 
Colonel  Israil  Hatch. 

Mr.  Hatch  was  born  in  this  town  in  1754,  and  while  he  was  a  boy  was  "  put 
out  to  work,"  at  Deacon  Stearns'  who  lived  in  what  is  now  Plainville.  On 
coming  of  age  he  commenced  life  for  himself  as  a  driver  on  a  mail  stage  over 
the  old  post  road  betw^een  Boston  and  Providence.  Later  he  owned  a  stage 
for  himself,  and  carried  passengers  over  the  same  road.  He  was  engaged  for  a 
short  time  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  was  in  Sullivan's  expedition  to  Rhode 
Island,  in  Captain  Alex.  Foster's  Company,  in  Colonel  Thomas  Carpenter's 
Regiment.  About  1780,  as  before  seen,  he  purchased  the  old  garrison. house 
of  Levi  Maxcy,  and  continued  keeping  a  public  house  there  until  his  death, 
though  he  was  also  at  different  times  proprietor  of  several  hotels  in  Boston  ; 
one  on  State  Street  —  Exchange  Hotel  —  from  which  many  daily  stages  started 
out ;  one  where  the  Adams  House  now  is,  and  another  on  Tremont  Street,  or 
perhaps  Washington  Street,  where  it  is  said  he  kept  a  hotel  called  the  "  White 
Horse."  The  following  stanza  on  its  bulletin  board  proclaimed  the  advan- 
tages of  this  hostelry  to  travelers  :  — 

From  Attleboro'  sirs,  I  came. 
Where  once  I  did  you  entertain, 
And  now  shall  here,  as  there  before. 
Attend  you  at  my  open  door. 
Obey  all  orders  with  dispatch, 
I  'm  sirs. 

Your  servant, 

Israel  Hatch. 

During  his  sojourn  in  Boston,  on  June  8th,  1789,  he  was  appointed  captain 
in  the  first  regiment,  in  the  first  brigade  and  first  division  of  the  militia  of 
the  Commonwealth.  September  26,  1789,  he  was  appointed  major  in  the 
same  regiment.  He  received  these  appointments  from  the  governor,  as  may 
be  seen  by  the  original  certificates  now  in  the  possession  of  a  descendant, 


'So  called  to  this  dav. 
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which  coutain  the  bokl  siguatiire  of  "  ITis  Excellency  .John  Hancock.  Esq. 
Governor  of  the  Coninionwealth  o[  Massachnsetts."  The  certificate  of  his 
taking  the  oath  is  signed  •'  Peter  Green,  Lt.  Col.  Comtrr."  He  resigned 
April  20,  1790. 

Though  he  resided  in  Boston  for  a  nuniV)er  of  years,  he  continued  to  keep 
the  tavern  in  the  old  garrison  house,  and  about  1800  he  returned  to  Attleborongh 
to  live. 

He  was  one  of  the  chief  projectors  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Turn- 
pike, was  one  of  the  contractors  and  himself  built  quite  a  portion  of  it. 
March  24,  1801,  a  patent  was  issued  to  him  for  ''  a  new  and  useful  improve- 
ment in  the  mode  of  making  and  discharging  chain  and  cleaver  shot."  Tliis 
shot  was  applicable  to  "  ships,  batteries,  and  all  modes  of  warfare."'  This 
patent,  still  in  existence,  is  on  real  parchment,  and  bears  the  signature  of 
Thomas  Jeflfei-son,  President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  of  Levi  Lincoln^ 
Attorney  General  and  acting  Secretary  of  State. 

During  the  war  of  1812  Colonel  Hatch  took  great  interest  in  the  harbor 
defences.  February  21,  1811,  he  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
the  commission  was  "  for  seven  years  or  during  good  ])eliavior,"  signed  by 
''  Elbridge  Gerry,  Governor."  He  was  the  first  postmaster  appointed  in  the 
town  and  he  received  the  first  appointment  in  1789.  His  second  appoint- 
ment as  "Deputy  Post  Master"  was  issued  February  21,  1805,  by  "  Gid". 
Granger,  Post  Master  General." 

Colonel  Hatch  hail  in  various  ways,  both  as  innkeeper  and  public 
man,  intercourse  with  many  of  the  great  men  of  his  time.  Among  the 
valuable  papers  he  left  is  a  letter,  relating  to  some  military  affairs,  from 
John  Quincy  Adams,  and  another  regarding  his  patent  franked  by  James 
^Mailison. 

He  married  Lois  Holmes  of  the  same  family  as  that  known  still  iu  the 
Holmes  neighborhood.  They  had  six  children  :  Israil,  Sally,  Lucy,  Fanny, 
George,  antl  Joseph.  Lucy  married  John  Stephen  Fuller, a  native  of  this 
town  who  kept  the  "•  Half  Way  House"  on  the  turnpike,  in  Walpole.  called 
''  Policy's."  It  was  a  celelirated  and  popular  tavern  in  the  days  of  stage 
coaches  from  Boston  to  Providence,  and  everybody  was  anxious  to  dine  there 
on  the  passage.  Fuller  was  the  landlord  who  created  its  reputation,  which 
lasted  till  stage  travel  had  ended. 

Most  of  this  family  were  remarkalile  for  tlu'ir  KiUgevity.  Fanny,  wiio 
became  Mrs.  Washington  Pearce,  lived  to  be  ninety-three.  Israel  died 
December  18,  1h7."»,  aged  cigiity-four  years,  seven  months,  and  twelve  days; 
and  his  wife  died  tt-n  days  later,  aged  eighty-live  years,  ten  months,  and  fif- 
teen days;  Sjiily  died  October  11,  1854,  aged  seventy-five;  George  in  1872, 
aged  eighty  ;  .loseph,  who  was  a  prominent  physician  in  North  .Vttleborough, 
died  September  i;{,  l.S.'>r»,  aged  fifty-nine  year.s,  eleven  months,  th»*  only  one 
of  the  family  wIkj  diil  not  reach  great  age.      Five  of  the  six  cliildrcii  surviveil 


1.    "Old  Cooper  House."        2.    "Aunt  Cynthia  Hatch  House";  additiou  to  Woodcock's 
Garrison,   built    between    1730-40.  3.    "Old    Blackinton    House."  4.    •' 01<1    Pierce 

House."  5.  "Old  Walcott  House,"  Watery  Hill,  burned  in  1892;  over  200  years  old. 
6.  Residence  of  Capron  Wilmarth,  built  about  1819.  7.  "  Josiah  Draper  House,"  built 
by  .Josiah  Maxcy  over  150  years  ago.        8.    Hatch  House,  built  in  1806. 


jI- 
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both  father  aud  mother,  for  Mrs.  Hatch  died  January  23,  1831,  when  in  her 
seventy-ninth  year. 

Colonel  Hatch  had  a  long  career  of  usefulness  in  various  public  capacities. 
"  In  character  he  was  extremely  vigorous  and  enterprising,  always  seemed 
anxious  to  take  hold  of  new  and  extensive  projects,  aud  to  see  them  carried 
through.  He  was  often  engaged  in  large  operations  of  various  kinds,  and 
was  in  his  day  a  very  influential  man."  During  the  days  of  his  proprietor- 
ship the  Hatch  House  dispensed  its  hospitality  to  many  famous  persons. 
Such  illustrious  men  as  Washington  and  Lafayette  dined  there  ;  such  as  John 
Quiucy  Adams,  Commodore  Hull,  Commodore  Bainbridge,  General  Winfield 
Scott,  President  Monroe,  and  Daniel  Webster. 

The  old  garrison  house  was  torn  down  in  1806,  and  a  large  and  elegant 
building  erected  on  the  spot,  fifty-eight  by  sixty  feet,  and  three  stories  high. 
It  thus  appears  that  the  first  building  erected  on  the  place  stood  one  hundred 
and  thirty-six  years.  A  great  part  of  the  timber  was  said  to  be  perfectly 
sound,  pierced,  however,  by  many  a  bullet  received  in  Philip's  war.  A  relic  of 
this  house,  it  is  said,  was  preserved  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 
It  was  the  original  building  only  that  was  taken  down.  An  addition  built  at 
an  early  period  was  moved  a  little  back,  where  it  now  stands,  "  carved  o'er 
with  many  a  long-forgotton  name."  Up  to  1830  a  small  remnant,  one  room, 
of  the  old  garrison  might  be  seen  adjoining  the  wood  house.  The  addition, 
after  its  removal,  was  used  as  a  storehouse  for  liquors,  a  place  for  their  sale, 
aud  also  a  barroom  where  friendly  "  spirits"  could  meet  and  drink  and  chat 
leisurely  together.  This  was  finally  arranged  as  a  dwelling  house,  and  was, 
until  quite  recently,  occupied  by  members  of  the  family.  Its  framework  of 
oak  timber,  twelve  to  fourteen  inches  squai-e,  is  apparently  in  excellent  pres- 
ervation, and  doubtless  still  strong  enough  to  defy  the  ravages  of  time  for 
many  years  to  come. 

The  new  building  had  four  rooms  on  the  first  floor,  about  twenty-four  feet 
square.  A  wide  hall  ran  the  full  length  of  the  house  in  the  three  stories. 
The  second  floor  contained  five  rooms  and  the  third  floor  seven,  while  above 
was  a  large  open  attic.  The  wing  contained  three  rooms  —  the  kitchen  and 
a  barroom  with  dancing  hall  above.  The  sign  is  still  in  existence  and  in  the 
possession  of  one  of  Colonel's  Hatch's  grandchildren. ^  It  is  about  five  feet  by 
four,  with  a  strong  iron  frame  above  the  top  by  which  to  hang  it.  The  out- 
side border  of  the  sign  is  painted  a  vivid  green  with  a  narrow  inside  border- 
ing of  red.  The  centre  is  painted  white  with  a  stately  looking  steamboat  on 
it  aud  a  landscape  in  the  background.  At  the  top,  in  large  letters,  is  painted 
"  Steam  Boat  Hotel  "  —  for  that  was  the  real  name  of  the  famous  old  tavern  ; 
"I  Hatch,"  below,  and  "  painted  by  Barron,  Pawtucket."  It  has  swung  in 
many  a  breeze  and  buffeted  with  many  a  fierce  storm  without  the  ancient  inn 


'Mrs.  W.  H.  Goodhue,  who  has  also  the  interesting  papers  previously  referred  to.  — Editor. 
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door,  but  it  aiinounccil  in  all  weathers  the  same  abundant  comfort  and  good 
cheer  within.  It  ought  to  be  placed  in  some  pulilic  place — a  proper  room 
or  V)uildinir  —  :^nd  there  carefully  preserved  as  an  interesting  relic  of  those 
"  good  old  times,"  now  forever  passed  away. 

Colonel  Match  died  May  19,  1837,  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  iiis  ago.  lie 
kept  tlie  tavern  until  about  a  year  before  his  death,  and  his  sou.  Captain 
Israil  Hatch,  kept  it  until  1839  or  1840.  Since  then  it  has  been  used  for 
dwellings.  Its  pristine  glory  has  departed.  It  is  at  present  quite  dilapi- 
dated and  fast  falling  to  decay,  and  not  a  trace  of  the  original  old  garrison 
remains.  After  the  death  of  Colonel  Hatch  the  author  was  appointed 
administrator  of  the  estate.  He  collected,  among  other  claims,  the  proceeds 
of  Colonel  Hatch's  five  shares  in  the  turnpike — sold  the  outlets,  and  after- 
wards sold  that  part  of  the  famous  farm  which  was  the  main  or  largest  part 
of  it,  to  •' Draper  and  TitTt  "  (Josiah  Draper  and  John  Tifft),  and  divided 
the  spacious  mansion  among  his  heirs-at-law,  three  sons  and  two  tlaughters. 
It  was  finally  owned  Ity  Mr.  H.  F.  Barrows,  Mrs.  E.  I.  Richards,  and  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Goodhue,  the  latter  the  only  descendant  wlio  liad  a  share  in  it  for  a 
numl)er  of  years. 

Thus  its  career  as  a  public  house  ended  ;  thus  were  closed  up  the  records 
of  this  old  historic  tavern,  one  hundred  and  seventy  years  after  Woodcock 
first  opened  its  doors  as  an  "  ordinarv"  ;  thus  this  venerable  institution  which 
had  watched  the  passing  of  six  generations  of  men  on  the  stage  of  life  was 
laid  to  rest  in  its  grave.  What  changes  it  had  witnessed  I  First  it  was  in  the 
domain  of  Massasoit,  Pockanocket ;  then  a  part  of  the  Old  Colony  ;  next  in 
the  ^Massachusetts  Bay  Colony ;  then  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  ; 
and  last  in  the  free,  independent  State  of  Massachusetts,  under  its  own  con- 
stitution in  the  United  States.  Beneath  that  shelter  may  its  grave  remain 
undisturbed  forever.' 

Several  families  settled  near  Mr.  Blackstone's  seat  previous  to  the  war. 
John  Fitch  was  one  of  these  settlers.  His  grave  is  mentioned  in  the  laying 
out  of  the  lands  adjoining  Blackstone's,  and  some  others  had  lands  near  him, 


'  On  the  inornlnK  of  .laiiuarj*  iOlh,  1>1'.)3,  a  fire  partiaUy  ilestroyeil  tills  bullclliiK.  A  |)ura>rra|ili  In  an 
article  wrltU-'ii  at  the  time  Hho\v«  to  what  "  Im«e  uses  "  tlic  noble  olil  structure  had  been  subjected. 
"For  the  laiit  iiuart4'r  of  a  century  the  house  has  been  falling  Into  disuse  and  de<-a>  and  has  lieen 
chletly  noted  for  the  ilrunkeii  brawls  which  have  taken  jdace  In  It.  The  jfreal  illnlnjf  hiill  has  been 
a  nestlnn  place  for  birds  and  tramps,  ami  llus  old  southeast  room,  In  which  some  of  the  worlil's 
great  men  liad  j)cucefully  slept,  was  used  as  a  c"bblcr  shop,  hi  this  roon)  the  lire  caught,  and 
the  entire  bulldUiK  Is  now  but  little  more  than  a  shell.  The  heavy  timbera  In  the  walls  resisted  the 
Are,  but  the  roof  has  fallen  In,  ami  the  old  barn-llkc  Htructure  whli-h  has  attracted  the  att<>ntlon  of  the 
curious  for  the  last  decade,  and  luren  an  unsightly  i)lace  In  the  town,  will  i)robably  be  pulled  down  In 
the  spring."  The  truly  unHl^htly  ruin  was  left  for  several  months,  but  at  length  what  was  left  was 
torn  ilown.  It  |h  sad  to  reconl  this  the  "  untimely  end  "  of  the  "  OM  nat<'h  House,"  and  lo  anticipate 
the  speedy  sweeping  away  of  all  visible  traces  of  a  place  so  fainmia  In  our  early  hl»ti)ry .  The  adja- 
cent building  on  the  south  —  the  moilenil/.cd  "addition"  to  the  ohl  garrison  hou'.e  —  Is  all  thai  now 
remains  of  this  "ancient  landmark,"  and  when  new  buildings  rise  on  the  spot  li  will  be  dllllcult  to 
recall  with  any  degree  of  hatlsfacilon  what  once  was  here  In  "ye  good  old  times." 
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and  in  one  case  a  house  is  named.  This  is  probably  the  one  mentioned  in  the 
following  record  —  that  of  the  laying  out  of  highways,  which  it  would  seem 
were  among  the  earliest  laid  out  within  the  limits  of  the  town  :  — 

^  Alexander  Balkcom,  John  Stevens,  Eben.  Tyler,  Samuel  Tyler,  John  Daggett,  John  Savage, 
Avery  ?  Savage,  Jury  to  lay  out  roads,  Oct.  3d  and  4th  1684. 

Laid  out  the  Country  road  towards  Mendon  and  Dedham,  viz.  the  R.  to  Ded.  from  the  gate 
at  the  X.  W.  end  of  the  town,  through  the  lane  and  2d  division  and  great  Plaine  in  the  ancient 
road,  and  along  that  road  until  it  come  to  the  heap  of  stones  upon  the  ten  Mile  hill,  to  the 
Massachusetts  line;  wh.  way  we  have  laid  out  4  R.  wide  except  it  be  between  John  Wood- 
cock's land  where  it  is  laid  out  40  feet  or  upwards.  Likewise  the  s'd  Jury  laid  out  a  country 
highway  to  Medfield  from  the  aforesaid  Countrj'  highway  to  Dedham,  viz.  between  John 
Woodcock's  land  40  feet  wide  to  the  line  aforesaid.  Likewise  a  way  leading  to  Abbots  Run 
where  the  way  comes  that  comes  from  Prov.  that  leads  to  Dedham,  and  along  in  that  road 
westerly  until  it  comes  to  John  Stephenson's  lot;  and  through  his  lot  and  a  part  of  .John 
Blackstone's  land  along  until  it  comes  to  Isaac  Allen's  fto?tse,  and  by  his  fence  straight  betwixt 
two  hills  to  meet  with  s'd  road.  Moreover,  s'd  Jury  laid  out  a  road  from  Pawtucket  river 
40  ft.  wide  by  the  river  in  John  Blackstone's  land  to  meet  the  way  that  leads  to  Mendon. 

From  Proprietors  Records  of  Rehohoth 

Wooster  Carpenter,  Clerk. 

Another  early  settlement  was  at  the  Falls  (so  called),  later  Falls  Factories^ 
now  Attleborough  Falls.  The  natural  advantages  of  a  fine  fall  of  water 
attracted  the  settlers  to  this  spot.  The  banks  of  rivers  were  generally  selected 
by  the  first  occupants  on  account  of  the  "natural  meadows"  which  they 
afforded,  and  which  were  highly  valued  at  a  time  when  the  face  of  the 
countr}'  was  largely  covered  with  forests. 

The  first  person  who  laid  out  lands  at  the  latter  place,  as  near  as  can  be 
ascertained  from  the  records,  was  John  Daggett,  of  Rehoboth,  who,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1677,  sold  fifty  acres  of  them  to  his  brother,  Thomas  Daggett,  of 
Martha's  Vineyard.  Edward  Hall  ^  also  at  an  early  period  owned  fifty  acres 
here,  which  he  gave  by  will  to  his  son  John,  and  he  sold  it  to  John  Stevenson^ 
and  Samuel  Penfield ;  the  latter  sold  it  in  1686  to  Thomas  Daggett,  of  Edgar- 
town,  and  Joseph  and  Nathaniel  Daggett,  of  Rehoboth,  these  last  two  being 
sons  of  John  Daggett  the  first,  of  that  town,  and  first  owner  of  lands  in  this 
place."     This  was  the  laud  immediately  around  the  Falls,  including  the  privi- 


1  Then  of  Rehoboth,  previously  of  Taunton.  Admitted  a  freeman  of  Massachusetts  May  2d,  1638. 
One  John  Hall  was  admitted  May  14th,  1634,  and  another  May  6th,  1635.  Edward  had  seven  children  — 
.John,  born  before  his  father  came  to  Rehoboth,  Samuel,  Jeremiah,  Thomas,  Preserved,  Andrew, 
Benjamin,  from  1656  to  1668. 

-  Was  this  John  Stevenson  son-in-law  of  William  Blackstone? 

'Thi--  was  John  the  2d,  son  of  John  the  1st,  of  Wateitown  and  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  he  was 
born  in  England  about  16-2o  or  1626.  He  appears  to  have  gone  to  Rehoboth  (with  his  father  on  his 
removal  from  Watertown  about  1644),  shortly  subsequent  to  the  settlement  of  that  place.  He  was  one 
of  the  original  shareholders  in  the  North  Purchase  lands,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Rehoboth. 
In  1651  he  was  married  in  Rehoboth  to  Anne  Sutton,  and  they  had  Ave  children.  He  appears  not  to 
have  \\\i'y\  up  on  all  occasions  to  the  rigid  requirements  of  his  times,  but  sometimes  indulged  in  what 
may  be  termed  "freeilom  of  speech,"  as  maybe  seen  by  the  following  record  :"  .June  1,1663.  John 
Doged  of  Rehoboth  being  by  Capt.  Willett  convicted  of  2  lyes,  is  fined  20  shillings."  [See  Doggett- 
Daggett  History.]     Whether  this  was  a  deliberate  or  unpremeditated  act  must  be  left  to  conjecture. 
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lege.  The  first  mill  built  there  was  a  "  Corn  Slill."  owned  or  occupied  by 
the  above-uamed  Joseph  Daggett,  at  what  time  is  uot  known.  This  was 
doubtless  the  first  mill  in  town.  March  30,  1703,  the  town  voted  that  Joseph 
Dasjiett,  of  Rehoboth,  have  the  privilege  "  that  the  stream  at  the  Ten  Mile 
River  Falls  shall  go  free  of  all  sorts  of  taxes  until  a  Corn  null  has  the  con- 
stant custom  of  three  score  families;  and  if  a  saw  mill  be  built,  that  to  bear 
his  equal  share  in  pul)lic  charges  in  said  town." 

Thomas  Butler  '  also  laid  out  lands  near  thf  mill. 

The  southeast  corner  of  the  town  was  early  inhabited  by  people  from 
Rehoboth.  The  borders  of  the  Bay  road,  which  passed  through  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Newell's  and  "  the  city,"  were  occupied  by  some  of  the  first 
settlers.  This  was  the  main  route  from  Bristol  to  Boston,  and  was  the  first 
road  in  the  town.  It  has  been  said  that  this  road  was  not  town  built,  but 
was  constructed  by  outsiders,  simply  passing  through  the  town's  territory, 
and  that  the  first  highway  laid  out  by  those  having  an  interest  in  the  territory 
itself  was  the  one  mentioned  in  the  record  above  quoted  —  the  Mendon  road. 


as  the  recoi-'ls  lurnUli  uo  clew  to  attemllnjr  circumstances.  As  he  suliseiiueiitl}- hehl  several  towu 
offices  and  was  a  man  of  some  position  in  Rehoboth,  — a  place  where  the  standani  of  respectability 
was  as  high  as  in  any  otlier  settlement,  — he  Is  entitled  to  tlie  "  Iteneflt  of  the  doubt."  During  King 
Philip's  war,  when  some  advance  of  money  was  made,  he  contributed  a  consideralde  sum,  the 
equivalent  of  perliaps  four  or  live  hundred  dollars  at  the  present  time.  He  died  in  1707. 
'Tliere  were  three  of  tiie  name  of  Butler  in  town. 
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CHAPTER   IV. 

PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    PROPRIETORS. INDIAN    WAR.  PROCEEDINGS    OF 

THE    TOWN. 

PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    PROPRIETORS. 

rr^^HE  proprietors  of  the  Rehoboth  North  Purchase  soon  became  a  distinct 
jL  body  from  the  town,  and  kept  separate  books.  Before  proceeding  to 
other  parts  of  the  history  of  this  town,  it  may  be  proper  to  detail  some  of 
the  transactions  of  the  proprietors  which  will  throw  light  on  our  early  history 
and  give  a  view  of  the  difficulties  which  they  had  to  encounter  in  the 
settlement. 

The  "  Proprietors'  Books"  commence  in  1672.  Previous  to  this  their  pro- 
ceedings were  recorded  in  the  Rehoboth  town  books.  A  certain  company  — 
consisting  of  inhabitants  of  Rehoboth  —  purchased,  as  already  appears,  a 
certain  tract  of  laud  of  the  Indians,  through  their  agent,  and  the  title  was 
confirmed  by  the  government, ^  and  the  tract  was  called  the  Rehoboth  North 
Purchase.  There  were  eighty-two  purchasers  or  shareholders,  seventy-six 
of  whom  had  whole  shares  and  six  half-shares,  making  seventy-nine  whole 
shares.^  What  consideration  was  paid  for  the  purchase  does  not  appear, 
but  some  idea  of  the  amount  may  be  suggested  by  that  paid  to  Philip  for 
"six  miles  square  or  the  quantity  thereof,"  the  territory  now  Wrentham. 
Captain  Willett  negotiated  for  that  tract,  and  Philip  received  for  it  the  sum 
of  £24.  s.lO. 

People  from  Wannamoisett  (Swansea)  and  some  residents  of  other  places 
soon  purchased  shares  in  the  association  ;  some  removed  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years,  and  sold  their  rights  to  others,  and  thus  the  proprietors  became 
a  distinct  body  from  the  town  of  Rehoboth  and   conducted  their  business 


1  No  purchase  of  Indian  lands  was  valid  without  the  grant  or  conflrmation  of  the  government.    See 

Old  Colony  Statutes. 

2  An  error  is  apparent  in  this  list  of  1672,  for  80K  instead  of  79  shares  are  represented.  There  were 
Hi  purchasers,  and  of  these  76  were  interested  in  whole  shares,  but  they  held  between  them  77^  shares, 
as  may  be  seen  by  examination,  which  with  the  6  half-shares  additional  makes  a  total  of  80}4.  The 
only  explanation  seems  to  be  that  in  reckoning  up  the  number  of  shares  the  three  extra  ones  held  by 
the  men  owning  two  full  shares  each  were  allowed  to  offset  the  three  persons  holding  one  share  to- 
gether. An  entire  share  was  thus  lost  in  the  count,  and  the  extra  half-share  ascribed  to  John  Wood- 
cock was  overlooked.  This  is  not  of  vital  importance,  and  few  would  take  the  trouble  to  examine 
the  list,  but  as  some  curious  person  might  do  so,  the  apparent  error  is  noticed.  It  is  possible  the 
author  might  have  made  some  mistake  in  figures  in  copying  the  list,  but  he  was  usually  so  coiTect  in 
such  matters  that  we  incline  to  the  belief  that  the  fault  lay  with  the  reckoning  of  the  proprietors 
themselves.  —  Editor. 


102  A    SKETCH  OF    THE 

under  a  separate  organization.  They  called  their  meetings  bv  warrant  from 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  elected  their  own  otlicers,  moderators,  recording 
clerks,  standing  committees,  and  surveyors  for  laying  out  lands,  and  passed 
by-laws  for  the  regulation  of  their  proceedings.  The  course  of  proceeding 
was  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  proprietors  called  for  the  purpose  to  vote  a 
dividend  of  so  many  acres  to  a  share.  The  proprietor  would  then,  after 
fixing  upon  his  location,  call  upon  the  surveyor  and  coniniittee  to  assign  him 
the  amount  of  his  dividend,  and  make  return  of  it  in  writing  to  the  clerk, 
who  would  record  it  on  the  proprietors'  books,  and  this  would  constitute  his 
title.  A  transfer  of  a  share  might  be  made  by  deed,  a  record  of  the  sale 
being  entered  in  the  proprietors'  books,  or  a  person  might  obtain  a  title  to 
lands  by  purchasing  of  a  proprietor  a  right  to  lay  out  a  certain  number  of 
acres  in  a  division  already  granted,  which  would  be  recorded  to  him  in  the 
same  manner  as  to  the  original  owner. 

The  grant  was  first  made  to  such  inhabitants  of  Rehoboth  as  held  a  fifty- 
pound  estate  and  upwards,  they  having  made  the  purchase;  but  in  1670  all 
who  were  then  inhabitants  of  that  town  were  admitted  as  proprietors,  by 
entering  their  names,  as  appears  by  the  following  extract  from  a  court  order 
passed  October  7th,  1670  :  — 

•'  Whereas  the  lands  on  the  northerly  side  of  Rehoboth  now  sold  by  deed 
and  passed  over  to  the  proprietors  of  that  tow'u,  viz.,  to  all  that  hold  lands 
there  from  a  fifty  pounds  estate  and  upwards ;  yet  b>/  mutual  af/reement 
amongst  themselves  all  the  inhabitants  were  taken  in  to  be  joint  purchasers,  it 
is  determined  that  the  names  of  such  as  were  not  comprehended  in  the  above 
mentioned  deed  shall  be  entered  in  their  town  records  and  in  the  public 
records  of  the  colony,  to  be,  if  they  desire  it,  as  full  and  etpial  purchasers 
and  proprietors  in  those  lands  as  the  rest." 

Those  lands  were  at  first  exempted  from  full  taxation,  "  to  accommoihite 
the  poorer  sort  with  land  and  yet  so  as  not  to  opi)ress  them  as  much  other- 
wise." The  court  ordered  "  that  all  the  North  lands,  both  farms  and  else," 
should  be  taxed  in  a  rate  separate  from  the  town  of  Rehoboth,  and  should 
pav  tiiirty  shillings  in  a  £40  rate  to  the  colony,  and  in  the  same  proportion 
in  the  ministerial  and  other  charges,  "until  tiie  Court  shall  see  cause  other- 
wise to  dispose  concerning  them,  until  which  time  they  sliall  l»e  and  remain 
within  the  C'onstablerick  of  the  township  of   Rehoboth."     OctoluT  7tli,  1670. 

The  proprietijrs  sometimes  exercised  legishitive  powers,  which  weit',  how- 
ever, to  some  extent,  authorized  l)y  statute  :  — 

.June  10,  1707.  '' Votctd,  that  all  wh<j  have  lands  laid  out  in  the  North 
I'lirchase  and  have  not  renewed  their  bounds  since  the  1st  of  March  last, 
shall,  between  this  date  and  the  last  of  Se|)teinber  next,  renew  the  same,  or 
forfeit  the  stna  of  ten  shilliiK/s  to  be  rer.orered  us  a  debt  due:  the  one  half  to 
the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  the  Proprietors.^  any  one  of  whom  are 
iiiithorized  to  jirosecute  this  act/' 
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At  the  same  lueetiug  it  was  ordered  that  all  the  timber  cut  ou  the  undivided 
lands  should  be  forthwith  seized ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  hear 
and  determine  by  what  right  it  was  cnt,  and  if  found  without  good  right, 
then  to  take  the  methods  of  the  law  in  that  case  provided. 

September  16,  1707.  "Voted  that  the  committee,  with  the  surveyor, 
shall  lay  out  all  needful  highwaN'S  for  the  Proprietors  in  said  Purchase,  and 
make  restitution  to  persons  whose  lands  are  taken  for  this  purpose  in  any 
of  the  undivided  lands."  A  large  proportion  of  the  highways  in  this  town 
were  laid  out  by  the  proprietors,  accompanied  by  the  selectmen. i 

November,  1708.-  The  proprietors  chose  a  committee  to  look  after  the 
northerly  bounds  of  their  purchase.  At  this  time  commenced  the  long  and 
tedious  contest^  about  the  northern  boundary  of  the  purchase  which  was 
the  Old  Colony  line.  The  subject  was  discussed  at  every  meeting,  and  com- 
mittees often  appointed  to  devise  means  of  protecting  the  rights  of  the  pur- 
chasers. Petitions  were  sent  to  the  General  Court,  counsel  were  employed  to 
defend  their  rights  ;  and  finally  a  petition  and  an  agent  were  sent  to  P^no-land. 

July  21,  1714.  Voted,  "that  two  acres  of  land  on  the  hill  before  Mr. 
David  Freeman's,  where  the  Burying  place  now  is,  shall  be  laid  out  for  a 
Burying  place  for  Attleborough."  This  is  the  graveyard  near  the  village 
called  "  the  city." 

.June  13,  1717.  "Voted  unanimously  that  Col.  Nath'l  Paine  Esq.  Mr. 
Richard  Waterman  Esq.  Lieut.  Anthony  Sprague,  Mr.  Dan.  Jenks,  and 
Mr.  Dan.  Smith  be  a  committee  to  see  to  the  Northerly  bounds,  hereby  giving 
them  full  power  to  act  in  all  respects  in  behalf  of  the  whole  Propriety  con- 
cerning running  the  line  between  Attleborough,  Wrentham,^  and  Dedham, 
where  it  ought  lawfully  to  be  stated  according  to  our  purchase  deed." 

July  14,  1717.  The  committee  were  authorized  to  defend  all  suits  of  law 
"  that  may  be  commenced  by  any  person  or  persons  against  the  Proprietv, 
and  to  empower  any  attorney  or  attornies  that  may  be  needful  for  advice  ; 
and  further  to  commence  any  action  or  actions  that  they  may  think  proper 
for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Propriety." 

November  2,  1720.  Voted,  "that  the  former  Committee  still  proceed 
with  their  Petitions  even  until  they  send  to  England  about  the  right  of  our 
northern  line  (if  they  cannot  be  heard  in  our  own  government),  and  that 
the  expense  be  paid' by  the  pi'oprietors  according  to  their  several  interests." 


1  See  Ply.  Rec,  Vol.  2,  ps.  3-2,  36,  37,  38,  39,  62,  63,  77. 

2  The  first  commission  for  settling  the  line  or  boundary  between  Plymouth  and  Massachusetts  was 
issued  June  4, 1639.    See  Ply.  Rec,  vol.  1,  p.  127.    (Given  at  large  there.) 

'•  The  cause  of  the  dispute  was  the  erroneous  running  of  the  line  by  the  commissioners  in  1661-64,  and 
the  acceptance  of  the  line  by  them.  From  that  time  a  controversy  commenced  and  continued  for 
years  at  great  expense.  Taunton  N.  P.  and  Rehoboth  \.  P.  united  in  trying  to  rectify  the  line,  but 
Massachusetts  held  them  strictly  to  the  compact,  though  the  error  was  evident. 

^  The  Wampanoags'  territory  extended  into  Wrentham,  etc.,  to  Chickatawbat's  lands.  See  Clarke's 
Hist,  of  Norton. 
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Voteil,  '•  tlnit  one  hiiiulred  acres  of  uudivided  land  be  sold  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  defending  the  northern  line." 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  in  1752  the  clerk  was  authorized  to  sell  to  any 
of  the  proprietors  seventy-nine  and  one-half  acres  of  undivided  land  at  eight 
shiJliiirfs  kiffiil  monetj  per  am'. 

Feb.  21,  1726-27.  Voted  "  that  any  person  or  persons  who  will  sue  for  our 
rights  in  the  land  challenged  by  Dorchester  or  Stoughton,  AVrentham  and 
Bellinghau],  and  to  the  South  of  Nath.  Woodward  and  Solomon  Saffray's  line, 
and  on  the  north  of  the  town,  and  all  that  part  that  lieth  within  their  challenge, 
shall  have  the  fourth  part  of  said  tract  if  they  recover  it  to  the  use  of  the 
Propriety."  Major  Leonard,  Esq.,  Captain  John  Foster,  and  Ensign  Daniel 
Peck  appeared  in  said  meeting  and  accepted  the  offer. 

It  is  not  often  that  the  dull,  monotonous  pages  of  a  land  record  are  enliv- 
ened by  the  poetic  effusions  of  a  rhymster,  but  the  record  books  of  the 
Rehoboth  North  Purchase  have  one  such  specimen,  constituting  the  founda- 
tion of  a  land  title.  In  these  days  there  lived  in  town  one  Joshua  Barrows,' 
a  very  well  known  extempore  rhymster,  said  to  be,  however,  entirely  illiterate 
—  uual)le  either  to  read  or  write.  He  was  eccentric  in  his  habits  and  quite  a 
poetizer,  of  whose  productions  many  specimens  were  long  remembered,  and 
of  whose  wit  and  eccentricity  tradition  long  preserved  numerous  amusing 
anecdotes.  His  productions  were  sometimes  satirical  and  personal  as  well 
as  humorous.  He  seems  to  have  suffered  the  common  fate  of  poets,  poverty. 
He  appeared  at  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  June  5,  1727,  and  presented  a 
petition  in  rhyme,  begging  for  a  donation  for  himself  of  some  of  the  undivided 
lands.  The  petition  is  spread  on  the  records  of  the  propriety  at  full  length, 
and  is  as  follows  :  — 

Your  Honors  now  I  do  inii)lore 
To  ri'iiil  my  poor  petition; 
I  hoi)e  your  lieai'ts  will  open  bo 
To  i)ity  my  comlition. 

Ten  acres  of  the  Conunon  L;mil 
I  pray  that  you  would  .!;:ive; 
Then  thankful  I  will  be  to  you 
.\>  lunj,'  as  I  <1(>  live. 

Sucli  a  kindness,  1  must  eonfess, 
P'rom  you  I  don't  ihiserve; 
Hut  when  in  health.  I  friiely  work — 
Why  >hould  you  let  mo  starve? 

From  day  Id  day  my  daily  bread 
I  ;:et  it  by  my  sweat ; 
Hut  to  my  sorrow,  I  beg  and  borrow 
■\\'liin  -ieknesn  doth  me  let. 


•Son  of  John  HarrowH  of  I'lyniouth,  who  liail  ■•everal  sons,  ISenalli,  •loHhua,  etc. 
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No  more  in  rhyme  here  at  this  time, 
No  more  I  have  at  hand. 
And  so  I'll  end,  your  faithful  friend 
And  servant  to  command. 

Joshua  Barrows. 
ATTLEBOROUGH,  Juue  5th  1727. 

The  prayer  of  this  petition  our  good-humored  forefathers  could  not  refuse. 
"Upon  the  hearing  of  the  aforesaid  petition  of  Joshua  Barrows,  there  were 
sundr}'  persons  in  said  meeting,  which  were  proprietors,  which  gave  him  land 
to  take  up  upon  their  rights — their  names  are  as  followeth,"  etc.  —  making  in 
the  ■whole  thirteen  acres,  which  were  laid  out  and  recorded  to  him. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  a  committee  that  an  agent  was  actually 
employed  in  England  to  defend  their  boundaries.  In  their  account  are  the 
following  items  :  — 

£     s.    d. 

Paid  for  silver  money  to  send  to  England 21    17    6 

Paid  to  Nath.   Brown  for  carrying  the  money  to  Boston  to  send 

to  England 2    02    6 

To  expense  at  Providence  when  both  committees  met  there  to 
wait  on  Gov.  Jencks,  and  writing  to  send  to  England 
after  his  return  from  England,  &c.  &c 1      7    6 

Jan.  3,  1750-51.  "  Chose  Col.  Thomas  Bowen,  Maj.  John  Foster  and 
Capt.  Samuel  Tyler  a  committee,  fully  empowering  them  to  prepare  a  petition 
praying  the  General  Court  that  some  effectual  method  may  be  taken  for  the 
perfecting  of  a  straight  line  from  the  middle  of  Accord  Pond  (so  called)  west- 
ward to  that  station  which  is  three  English  miles  south  of  the  southernmost 
part  of  Charles  River,  agreeable  ^  to  a  settlement  made  by  the  Government  of 
New  Plj'mouth  and  the  Massachusetts  in  the  year  1640."- 

Sept.  26,  1751.  "Made  choice  of  James  Otis,^  of  Boston,  and  John 
Foster  of  Attleborough,  Esqrs.  a  committee  in  addition  to  Benjamin  Day 
and  Nathaniel  Smith  (chosen  at  a  former  meeting,)  to  present  a  petition  to 
be  heard  at  the  General  Court  at  their  next  session,  and  to  pursue  said  petition 
until  it  is  fully  determined  by  said  Court ;  and  to  petition  anew  if  need  be,  to 
have  the  line  settled  on  the  northerly  part  of  our  Purchase." 

May  19,  1752.  "  Chose  a  committee  and  gave  them  full  power  to  eject 
any  person  or  persons  out  of  the  possession  of  those  lands  they  have  pos- 
sessed themselves  of,  within  the  North  Purchase  Grant,  without  the  consent 
of  the  Proprietors,  as  also  full  power  to  sue  and  pursue  any  action  brought 
for  the  purpose,  to  final  judgment  and  execution." 

May  27,  1754.  The  committees  of  Rehoboth  North  Purchase  and  Taunton 
North  Purchase  entered  into  an  agreement  to  commence  actions  of  ejectment 


iSee  agreement  of  Massachusetts  and  Plymouth  ou  the  boundaries,  Ply.  Col.  Laius,  p.  335. 
-For  fuller  description  of  controversy  see  Mis.  chapter. 
2  Was  this  James  Otis  the  celebrated  orator:-- 
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against  persons  who  Ii:k]  intiiHli'd  upon  their  respective  purchases,  the  costs  to 
be  borne  eipially  by  the  two  proprieties. 

Divisions  of  hind  in  tiie  North  Purchase  have  been  made  among  the  pro- 
prietors at  ditTerent  times,  as  follows:  — 

1  A  division  of  50  acres  to  a  siiarc  was  granted  March  IS,  1668-9 

2 

3 

i 

5  „ 

7 

9            „ 
10 
11 
12 
13  „  

The  most  valuable  parts  of  this  purchase  were  taken  up  by  these  divisions 
man}'  years  since.  A  small  but  broken  and  unproductive  fragment,  and  the 
last  remnant  of  this  common  and  undivided  land,  still  remained  on  Cutting's 
Plain  (so  called)  on  the  road  from  East  Attleborough  at  the  time  this  history 
was  first  published  (1834),  but  since  that  time  it  has  all  been  divided. 

From  their  records  and  the  extracts  which  have  been  made,  it  appears  that 
the  proprietors  made  their  own  regulations,  gave  their  own  titles  to  lands,  and 
in  fact  enacted  all  their  laws  relative  to  the  ownership  and  the  original  con- 
veyance of  lands  included  in  their  purchases. 

NAMES    OF    TIIK    CLERKS    OF    TIIE    PROPRIETY. 

William  Caupenteu,  Jr.,  chosen  May  17, 1682 
Daniel  Smith  „       May  31, 1703 

Noah  Caiipkntkr  ,,      April  23,  1724 

John  Kobuins,  Jr.  ,,         May  1,  1752 

JitHN  Daocett  ,,         Dec.  9,  I7(k} 

Kmknk/.kk  D.\(;<!Krr  .,         July  1.  1793 

He  continued  till  his  death,  March  1,  1832,  Lucas  Daggett  was  chosen 
May  10,  1833,  and  was  the  last  of  the  clerks  of  the  i)ropriety. 

The  last  record  of  the  laying  f)Ut  of  common  or  proprietors'  land  is  by 
Lucas  Daggett,  Clerk,  March  15,  1839.  He  laid  out  to  nartford  Ide  'MJI 
rods  of  land,  more  or  less." 

INDIAN    WAi;. 

The  few  events  connect(!d  with  this  war  wliich  occurred  here  should  not 
be  omitted  in  the  history  of  the  town. 

The  jiear-eful  regions  wliicli  we  now  iiili:iliit  once  resouiided  witli  the  sinill 
and  terrible  warwhoop  <)f  the  Indian.  These  fields  and  wcjods,  these  hills 
and  vales  were  once  tnnl  bv  the  wild   hunters  of  the   forest.     Thev  were  the 
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domain  of  auotlier  race  of  men,  who  have  long  since  passed  away  and  are 
known  only  by  the  brief  histories  and  scattered  relics  which  their  conquerors 
have  preserved.  But  whatever  relates  to  them  is  interesting.  They  were  dis- 
tinguished l)y  many  peculiarities.  They  had  their  savage  vices,  but  possessed 
at  the  same  time  their  savage  virtues.     They  were  hardy,  bold,  and  warlike. 

The  most  important  and  critical  period  in  the  history  of  the  colony  w^as  the 
Indian  war  of  1675-76.  This  was  a  gloomy  and  fearful  period  to  these 
infant  settlements.  The  hour  of  their  destruction  seemed  to  be  drawing 
nigh.  They  were  a  scattered  people  —  spreading  over  a  wide  extent  of 
territory  —  peculiarly  exposed  in  their  lives  and  property  to  Indian  depreda- 
tions. The  approaching  contest  required  all  the  patience,  fortitude,  and  cour- 
age which  men  are  ever  called  to  exercise.  They  had  to  contend  against  fear- 
ful odds.  Nearly  all  the  New  England  tribes,  embracing  many  thousand 
warriors,  hud  combined  for  their  destruction,  guided  by  the  matchless  genius 
of  a  chief  versed  in  all  the  arts  of  savage  warfare.  It  was  a  war  of  exter- 
mination—  a  contest  for  victor}'  in  which  there  was  no  quarter,  no  mercy. 

In  April,  1676,  the  Indians,  having  suffered  several  severe  defeats  in  a 
body,  adopted  a  new  mode  of  warfare,  and  dispersed  themselves  in  small 
parties  over  the  country,  burning,  killing,  and  destroying  wherever  opportunity 
offered.  Among  other  outrages  they  attacked  Woodcock's  garrison,  "  killed 
one  man,  and  one  of  Woodcock's  sons,  and  wounded  another,  and  burnt  the 
son's  house."  Some  circumstances  connected  with  this  event  appear  to  have 
been  accurately  preserved  by  tradition,  from  which  and  other  sources  are 
gathered  the  following  particulars  :  — 

His  sons  were  at  work  in  a  cornfield  near  the  house.  The  Indians  con- 
cealed in  a  wood  adjoining  this  field  —  now  the  meadow  on  the  east  of  the 
turnpike  below  the  bridge  —  approached  to  its  borders  and  suddenly  fired  upon 
them.  The  workmen  fled  to  the  garrison,  leaving  the  dead  body  on  the  field. 
The  Indians,  to  gratify  their  spite  against  the  family,  cut  off  the  son's  head, 
stuck  it  on  a  long  pole,  which  they  set  up  on  a  hill  at  some  distance  in  front 
of  the  house,  and  in  full  view  of  the  family,  to  aggravate  their  feelings  as 
much  as  possible.  From  this  time  Woodcock  swore  never  to  makepeace  with 
the  Indians.  He  ever  after  hunted  them  like  wild  beasts.  He  was  a  man  of 
resolute  and  determined  character,  and  tradition  says  that  not  a  few  fell  vic- 
tims to  his  vengeance  and  a  sacrifice  to  the  manes  of  his  murdered  son. 

This  attack  was  in  April.  The  body  of  his  son  (whose  name  was  Nathan- 
iel) was  buried  on  the  spot  where  he  fell,  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  yard, 
which  has  ever  since  been  reserved  for  a  burying  ground.  TIjis  attack  was 
in  all  probability  between  the  date  of  Pierce's  fight,  March  26th,  and  April 
26th,  1676,  and  after  H\q  attack  on  Wrentham,  when  the  town  was  burnt. 

Woodcock's  son  Nathaniel,  as  already  mentioned,  and  a  son-in-law  were 
killed,  and  one  of  his  sons  was  severely  wounded  by  several  bullets  in  both 
shoulders. 
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A  detail  of  six  soldiers  had  been  sent  to  this  garrison  for  its  protection  by 
the  Plymonth  government,  as  may  be  seen  by  Woodcock's  petition  to  the 
General  Conrt  on  this  page.  They  had  been  temporaril}^  withdrawn  for 
service  elsewhere,  leaving  hira  dependent  npon  his  own  resources  and  in 
great  danger  from  these  roving  Indians.  There  were  only  fourteen  persons 
living  in  his  settlement  at  the  time,  consisting  of  his  sons  and  daughters  and 
sons-in-law,  and  including  two  or  three  others  ;  and  probably  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Rocket,  whose  signature  as  a  witness  appears  on  several  instruments, 
was  one  of  them. 

Under  these  circumstances  Woodcock  applies  to  the  authorities  for  aid  and 
protection  from  both  colonies.  In  his  account  he  refers  to  his  own  losses 
and  to  the  damage  which  Wrentham  luul  already  sustained  by  an  attack  of  the 
Indians.  His  statements  must  be  regarded  as  authentic  and  true,  while  they 
correct  some  mistakes  of  early  historians.  (Ancient  accounts  fix  the  date 
iucorrectl}'  in  May.)  He  entreats  the  government  to  send  liim  a  surgeon  to 
dress  the  wounds  of  his  son,  and  thinks  it  might  be  safe  for  hiin  if  he  came 
in  the  niglit  time  ;  and  he  also  begs  that  they  would  send  him  half  a  dozen 
soldiers  to  man  his  garrison  and  supply  the  place  of  those  who  had  been 
stationed  there  before,  but  had  been  suddenly  withdrawn. 

The  following  is  the  petition  :  — 

Honored  Gover.  and  Council. 

I  make  bold  to  inform  your  Honors  how  God's  afflictive  hand  is  upon  me  and  my  family. 
God  has  been  pleased  to  j,'ive  the  heathen  commission  to  lireak  in  upon  us,  who  have  slain  two 
of  my  family,  ami  another  of  my  sons  sorely  wounded,  shot  with  several  bullets  in  the 
shoulders  —  but  in  the  midst  of  these  our  afflictions  God  hath  shown  us  Marcy  —  I  was  encour- 
aged by  our  authority  to  keep  my  station,  but  of  a  sudden  they  were  pleased  to  call  otY  my 
garrison  soldiers,  not  giving  me  any  warning,  and  I  am  in  a  very  great  strait  what  to  do  —  we 
are  but  14  of  us  and  but  six  that  bare  arms  —  and  most  of  us  sick.  I  would  intreat  your 
Honors  to  consider  our  afflicted  condition  to  send  me  some  assistance  for  the  pre>ient  till  my 
family  is  able  to  draw  ott" — and  as  my  house  and  family  have  been  serviceable  to  the  Country, 
I  desire  I  may  not  be  forgotten  by  both  Colonies,  but  would  intreat  your  Honors  to  send  me 
half  a  dozen  men  to  relieve  my  fanuly.  for  if  1  were  able  to  go  away  I  could  not  carry  my 
provisions  away  with  me.  I  have  near  a  huudnd  bushels  of  corn  in  my  house  besides  other 
provisions  —  and  I  liless  God  for  it,  and  am  very  loth  to  go  away  and  leave  it  to  the  heathen. 
We  do  judge  there  is  not  above  twelve  or  sixteen  Indians  that  have  done  all  this  evil  to  our 
neigliliors  at  Wrentham  —  and  f  would  intreat  your  Honors  to  send  me  a  surgeon  to  dress  my 
woundird  son.  I  hope  tliere  is  no  danger  to  come  if  they  come  by  night.  \ot  to  troulde  you 
any  furtlier  at  present,  begging  your  prayers,  hoping  God  will  move  your  hearts  with 
compa->ion  speedily  to  send  us  some  relief — so  I  rest  Yours  to  ^itm-  in  what   I  may 

April  the  2<illi  .lolin  WoodeoeR 

I  hope  I  ^hall  bt-  able  to  satisfy  whiil  rhari^e  will  <<)me  upon  mc 

It  iiiMV  be  of  iutcitst  to  U'iivn  what  ctTt-ct  this  pt'titiou  for  assistance  had 
iijiou  tlie  hcMiorabli'  geiith-iiit'ii  to  whom  it  was  aihh'os.sed. 

At  a  meeting  of  th»-  <'<>iiii<il  bild  iit  l{o>ton,  17th  of  .Fime  lti7<(.  at  H  «if  the  clock  — 
The  (ouiK-il  beitik' infornie<l  that  the  Indians  are  skulking  to  and  again  al>out  Wrentham, 
Woodcoek'H.  (or  Mount   Hope.)  and  have  of  late  done  mischief  to  tin-  Knglish.     It  is  ordered 
that  the  Major  of  .Sull'olk  IsHue  out  his  orders  forthwitii  for  sueh  a  party  as  he  judgeth  it  lit 
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and  necessary  to  repair  to  Pedbam  on  2d  day  next  early,  and  range  the  woods  to  and  again  for 
the  discovery,  distressing  and  destroying  of  the  enemy  where  ere  they  find  them,  — committing 
the  conduct  of  that  party  to  whom  lie  sees  mete,  ordering  it  that  each  soldier  be  compleatly 
armed  with  fire  arms  and  ammunition  and  provisions  for  four  days. 

PAST  BY  THE  COtlNCIL, 

Edw.  Rawson  Sect'y. 
instructions  for  capt.  thomas  bratts. 

Ordered  to  take  20  of  his  troops  with  such  officers  as  he  may  choose,  and  an  officer  and  ten 
troopers  of  Lieut.  Halley's  troope  and  march  to  Dedham,  where  are  ordered  to  be  an  officer 
and  18  foot  soldiers  mounted,  from  Dorchester,  6  from  Roxbury,  and  24  from  Dedham  with 
an  officer,  all  appointed  to  be  at  Dedham  the  rendevous  this  day  at  4  P.M. 

Sc. 

You  are  to  march  with  your  troopers  and  dragoons  to  be  at  John  Woodcock's  by  midnight 
where  you  shall  meet  with  an  Indian  Pylot  and  his  tile  of  musketeers,  which  pylot  has  engaged 
to  bring  you  upon  Phillip  and  his  company  who  are  not  above  30  men  as  he  saith.  and  not  10 
miles  from  Woodcock's.  Be  sure  to  secure  your  pilot  to  prevent  falsehood  and  escape.  In 
case  you  meet  not  with  a  pylot  at  Woodcock's  you  are  to  send  to  Mr.  Newman  at  Rehoboth 
and  let  him  know  of  your  being  there. 

Whether  Woodcock  obtained  the  surgeon  is  not  known,  or  the  six  men 
permanently,  but  we  may  presume  he  did,  from  this  prompt  attention  —  for 
those  times  of  slow  conveyance  of  news  or  needs  —  paid  to  his  petition  for 
assistance  against  the  "  skulking  Indians,"  at  that  special  crisis.  These 
Avere  certainly  perilous  times. 

Pierce's  Fight. — This  town  was  the  scene  of  one  of  the  most  severe, 
bloody,  and  fatal  battles  fought  during  the  war.  It  took  place  on  Sundav, 
March  26th,  1676,  in  that  part  which  is  now  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  near  the 
Blackstone  River.     The  place  is  still  pointed  out. 

The  government  of  Plymouth,  fearing  that  their  settlements  would  be  again 
attacked,  after  so  many  outrages  had  been  committed  in  Massachusetts, 
ordered  out  a  company  for  their  defence,  consisting  of  sixty-three  English- 
men 1  and  twenty  Cape  Indians,-  under  the  command  of  Captain  Michael  Pierce, 
of  Scituate.  He  immediately  marched  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
supposed  to  be  in  the  vicinity.  He  rendezvoused  at  the  garrison  in  Rehoboth 
on  Saturday  night.  The  next  day,  "  having  intelligence  in  his  Garrison  at 
Seaconicke  that  a  party  of  the  enemy  lay  near  Mr.  Blackstone's,  he  went 
forth  with  63  English  and  20  Cape  Indians,"  and  soon  discovered  four  or  five 
Indians  in  a  piece  of  woods   who   pretended  to  be  lame  and  wounded,  but 


•  Fifty  was  the  number  ordered  but  they  received  some  recruits  while  at  Rehoboth. 

^This  account  differs  in  some  respects  from  that  given  by  Church,  who  states  that  there  were  only- 
fifty  whites  and  twenty  Cape  Indians.  According  to  Newman's  account  there  were  flftv -two  English 
killed,  so  there  must  have  been  more  in  the  battle.  I  have  relied,  for  the  most  of  the  particulars  in 
this  description,  on  a  "  Continued  Account  of  the  Bloody  Indian  War  from  March  till  August  1676," 
now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  S.  G.  Drake,  Boston.  It  was  published  in  London  the  same  year,  and 
contains  a  minute  and  apparently  accurate  detail  of  this  battle  and  many  of  the  other  important 
events  of  the  war.  One  volume  (the  above  mentioned),  containing  three  or  four  letters,  has  been 
lately  discovered,  and  was  never  reprinted  in  this  country.  This  note  has  been  almost  unchanged 
since  1S34.    Therefore  refers  to  that  time.  —  Editor. 
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proved  to  be  decoys  to  lead  the  whites  into  ambuscade,  for  they  soon  dis- 
covered five  hundred  more  of  the  enemy.  The  Indian  force  in  this  l>attle 
•was  commanded  by  Cauonchet,  a  Narragansett  chief,  who  was  soon  after 
taken  prisoner  and  executed. 

Pierce,  though  aware  of  their  superiority  of  numbers,  courageously  pur- 
sued them  when  they  began  to  retreat  slowly ;  but  there  soon  appeared 
another  company  of  four  hundred  Indians,  who  were  now  able  completely  to 
surround  him.  A  party  of  the  enemy  were  stationed  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  I'iver  to  prevent  the  English  crossing ;  they  were  thus  attacked  in 
front  and  rear  by  an  overwhelming  force.  Thus  all  chance  of  retreat  and 
all  hope  of  escape  were  cut  off.^  This  was  a  most  trying  moment,  lint  there 
was  no  flinching  —  no  quailing.  Each  one  knew  that  in  all  human  proba- 
bility he  must  die  on  that  field,  and  that  too  under  the  most  appalling  circum- 
stances, by  the  hand  of  a  merciless  enemy  who  sought  their  extermination. 
But  bravely  and  nobly  did  they  submit  to  their  fate.  Each  one  resolved  to 
do  his  duty  and  sell  his  life  at  the  dearest  rate.  They  were  truly,  "  The 
hopeless  warriors  of  a  willing  doom."  "Wounds  and  death  were  alike  in  the 
hands  of  such  a  foe.  The  wounded  must  be  reckoned  with  the  killed.  At 
such  a  time  the  awful  warwhoop  of  the  Indian  would  have  sent  a  thrill  of 
terror  to  the  hearts  of  any  but  brave  men. 

At  this  critical  juncture  Captain  Pierce  made  an  exceedingly  judicious 
movement.  He  formed  his  men  into  a  circle,  back  to  back,  with  four  spaces 
between  each  man,  —  thus  enlarging  the  circle  to  its  greatest  extent,  —  pre- 
senting a  front  to  the  enemy  in  every  direction  and  necessarily  scattering 
their  fire  over  a  greater  surface  ;  whilst  the  Indians  stood  in  a  deep  circle, 
one  behind  another,  forming  a  compact  mass  and  presenting  a  front  where 
every  shot  must  take  effect.  In  the  words  of  the  account  just  referred  to  in 
the  note,  "(':ii»t.  Pierce  cast  his  men  into  a  ring,  and  fought  back  to  back, 
and  were  doiililc-double  distance  all  in  one  ring,  whilst  the  Indians  were  as 
thick  as  they  could  stand  thirty  deep."  He  thus  made  a  brave  resistance  for 
two  hours  —  all  the  while  keeping  the  enemy  at  a  distance  and  his  own  men 
in  perfect  order  —  and  kept  up  a  constant  and  destructive  fire  upon  the 
Indians.  But  no  c<nirage  or  skill  could  prevail  in  such  an  uni-qual  contest 
or  longer  resist  such  a  force.  At  last,  overpowered  Ity  numluTs,  Captain 
Pierce  ami  lifty-live  ICngiisli  .-iikI  ten  Cape  Iiidinns  were  sl.-iiu  on  (lie  spot, 
"  whicii  in  such  a  cause  and  upon  such  disadvantage  may  ceitainly  he  styled 
the  hf'd  of  hr)nor."  '  Hut  this  victoi'y  was  gained  :it  a  great  sacritice.  The 
Indintis  lost  as  many,  not  counting  women  and  cliildren,  as  in  the  great 
Hwam|)  light  at  Narragansett,  which  loss  was  com|)ute<l  at  over  llirei'  hundred. 
Other  authorities  state  the  numl»er  as  NO,  which  in  all  proliahility  is  more 
nearlv  correct. 


According  l<<  Newinmi  llu-  iiiinil>cr  hIhIii  wan  (Ifly-iwo  KiikHkIi  iiikI  cit'veii  Ciiiic  Imllnii^. 
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Hubbard  states  that  when  Captain  Pierce  found  what  danger  he  was  in  he 
sent  a  messenger  to  Providence  for  assistance  ;  but  the  message  not  being 
delivered  at  once,  the  needed  aid  could  not  be  furnished  in  time.  A  tradition 
in  Seekonk  says  a  message  was  sent  b}^  Pierce  before  he  left  the  garrison 
there  by  a  man  who  "  attended  meeting"  in  Providence.  Not  arriving  until 
after  the  service  had  begun,  he  failed  to  deliver  his  letter  to  the  captain  to 
whom  it  was  addressed,  either  from  ignorance  of  its  contents  or  "  some  other 
unaccountable  cause,"  and  so  Captain  Pierce  and  his  handful  of  men  had  to 
fight  their  desperate  and  bloody  fight  alone.  The  captain,  it  is  said,  fell 
*' earlier  than  many  others,"  and  Amos,  "one  of  his  friendly  Indians," 
bravely  and  honorably  stood  by  his  commander's  side  and  fought  "  until 
affairs  had  become  utterly  desperate,"  and  then  made  his  escape  "  by 
blackening  his  face  with  powder,"  in  imitation  of  the  enemy. 

Bliss  recounts  the  escape  by  strategy  of  several  of  these  Indians.  "One 
being  closely  pursued  b}'  a  hostile  Indian,  sought  shelter  behind  a  large  rock. 
Thus  the  two  were  watching  in  awful  suspense  to  shoot  each  other.  But 
Capt.  Pierce's  Indian,  putting  his  cap  on  the  end  of  his  gun,  raised  it  to 
the  view  of  his  enemy,  who  immediately  fired  at  the  cap,  and  tlie  next 
moment  was  shot  dead  by  the  friendly  Indian.  Another  in  his  flight,  pre- 
tended to  pursue  an  Englishman  with  an  uplifted  tomahawk,  holding  it  in 
threatening  attitude  above  his  head,  and  thus  escaped.  A  third,  being 
closely  pursued,  took  shelter  behind  the  roots  of  a  large  tree  that  had  been 
lately  turned  out  of  the  ground,  and  the  hostile  Indian,  coming  up  upon  the 
opposite  side,  was  lying  in  wait  to  shoot  him  on  his  deserting  his  station, 
when  the  friendly  Indian,  boring  a  hole  through  his  broad  shield,  unoljserved 
by  the  other,  shot  him  dead." 

An  important  letter,  written  the  day  after  the  battle,  the  original  copy  of 
which  is  in  the  librarv  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  at  Worcester, 
gives  some  facts  with  regard  to  this  fight  which  may  be  taken  as  authentic, 
as  it  was  written  by  the  Rev.  Noah  Newman,  the  second  minister  of 
Rehoboth,  to  the  Rev.  John  Cotton,  of  Plymouth. 

Rehoboth,  27  of  the  fir.st,i  '76. 
Beverend  and  dear  Sir, 

I  received  yours  dated  the  20th  of  this  instant  wherein  you  gave  me  a  doleful  relation  of 
what  had  happened  with  you.  and  what  a  distressing  Sabbath  you  had  passed.  I  have  now, 
according  to  the  words  of  your  own  letter,  an  opportunity  to  retaliate  your  account  with  a 
relation  of  what  yesterday  happened  to  the  great  saddening  of  our  hearts,  filling  us  with  an 
cv^fxil  expectation  of  what  further  evils  it  may  be  antecedaneous  to,  both  respecting  ourselves 
and  you.  Upon  the  25th  of  this  instant.  Capt.  Pierce  went  forth  with  a  small  party  of  his  men 
and  Indians  with  him,  and  upon  discovering  the  enemy  fought  him,  without  damage  to  himself, 
and  judged  that  he  had  considerably  damnified  them.  Yet  he,  being  of  no  great  force,  chose 
rather  to  retreat  and  go  out  the  next  morning  with  a  recruit  of  men.  And  accordingly  he  did, 
taking  pilots  from  us,  that  were  acquainted  with  the  ground.  But  it  pleased  the  Soverign 
Ood  so  to  oi'der  it.  that  they  were  enclosed  with  a  great  multitude  of  the  enemy,  which  hath 


'  Old  Stvle,  March  first  month. 
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slain  tift\'-t\vo  of  our  Englisbineu,  and  eleven  Iu<li:ni!>.  Tlie  a<"coiiut  of  their  names  is  as  fol- 
lows. From  Scituate,  eii;liteen.  of  whom  lifteeii  were  slain,  viz.  Capt.  Pierce,  Samuel 
Russell.  Benjamin  Cliittcnilen,  John  Lothrop.  Gershoni  I  )oi!s<(n.  Samuel  Pratt,  Thomas  Savary, 
Joseph  Wade,  William  Wileome,  Jeremiah  Barstow,  John  Knsij^n.  Joseph  t'owen.  Joseph 
Perry.. luhn  Kowse.  [Ivose]  Marshlield.  nine  slain.  —Thomas  Little,  John  Eams.  Joseph  White, 
John  Burrows.  Joseph  Phillips.  Samuel  Bump.  John  l>ow.  More .  John  Brawt-r.  Dux- 
bury,  four  slain.  —  John  Spra^ue,  Benjamin  Soal.  Thomas  Hunt.  Joshua  Fobes.  Sandwich, 
five  slain.  —  Benjamin  Nye.  Daniel  Bessey,  Caleb  Blake,  .lob  (Jibbs,  Stephen  NViii^.    Barnstable, 

—  six   slain,  —  Lieut.  Fuller.  John    Lewis.  Flea/.er  0 [probably   Clapp].  Sanuiel    Linnet, 

Samuel  C'hilds.  Sanuiel  Bereman.  Yarmouth,  five  slain,  —  John  Matl)tf'Vit,Ao\\\\  (iaire,  William 
Gage,  Henry  (iage.  Henry  Gold.    Eastham,  four  slain,  —  .loseph  Nessetield,  John  Walker,  John 

M [torn  otT] ,  John  Fitz,  Jr.  [Fitch].  John  Miller.  Jr.'    Thomas  ]Man  is  just  returned  with 

a  sore  wound. 

Thus  sir.  you  have  a  sad  account  of  the  continuance  of  (iod's  displeasure  against  us :  yet 
still  I  desire  steadfastly  to  look  unto  him,  who  is  not  oidy  able  but  willing  to  save  all  such  as 
are  tit  for  his  salvation.  It  is  a  day  of  the  wicked's  tryumph,  but  the  same  word  of  God  tells 
us  his  tryumidiing  is  brief.  O  that  we  may  not  lengthen  it  out  by  our  sins.  The  Lord  help  us 
to  joyne  issue  in  our  prayers,  instantly  and  earnestly,  for  the  healing  and  helping  of  our  Land. 
Our  Extremity  is  God's  opportunity. 

Thus  with  our  dearest  respects  to  you  and  Mrs.  Cotton,  and  such  sorrowful  friends  as  are 
with  you.  I  remain 

Your  ever  assured  friend, 

Noah  Nkw.man. 

It  is  astonishing  to  uioderu  readers  that  the  soldiers  of  the  colonies,  after 
80  much  experience  of  Indian  warfare,  should  suffer  themselves  to  l»e  so 
often  surprised  and  led  into  ambuscades.  They  had  but  little  difficulty  in 
subduing  the  enemy  in  anything  like  an  open  fight,  which  the  enemy  always 
avoided,  if  possible  ;  but  their  principal  losses  occurred  when  and  where  they 
incautiously  marched  into  the  Indians'  ambuscades.  It  was  a  constant  mode 
of  warfare,  and  yet  hardly  a  captain  who  led  out  his  forces  against  this 
enemy  did  not  suffer  a  defeat  or  great  loss  by  a  sudden  sin-prise  of  his  wily 
foe.  It  seems  to  us  at  this  distance  of  time  that  there  was  a  constant  neglect 
of  proper  caution  in  this  respect  on  the  part  of  the  colonists  in  their  frequent 
contests  with  the  natives. 

This  was  the  sorest  defeat  which  the  colony  of  riyinouth  sutYeiod  during 
the  war  and  caused  great  distress  everj'where,  for  the  numbers  lost  amounted 
to  about  one  third  of  its  regular  force.  According  to  Church,  not  a  single 
white  man  returned  from  this  bloody  an<l  fatal  battlefield  ;  l)ut  according  to 
Newman,  fifty-two  of  tiic  sixty-three  weie  killed,  so  some  must  have  escaped. 

As  soon  as  the  Keiioltoth  people  receiveil  information  of  the  dangerous 
situation  of  Captain  Pierce,  tiiey  dispatched  a  company  to  his  assistance, 
who  arrived  in  season  only  to  perform  the  last  ollicos  to  Ihe  dead  bodies  of 
their  countrymen. 

The  courage  ami  resolution  displayed  on  this  occasion  (h-serve  commenda- 
tion.     These   brave   soldiers  were  entitled    to  the  gratitude  of  Ihe  colony,  for 


'These  two  were  from  Kelioliotli.  Ttie  letter  cIoiiIiIIchh  contnlned  two  other  iuiiim'**,  .lolin  l!ea<l, 
Jr.,  and  Itenjaintn  liur.khiiid,  a»  they  were  entered  on  Uelmlioih  reenrdM  as  sliilii  im  tliat  "lay. 
Fourteen  iiaiiie»  only  arc  jclven  from  Scltuute. 
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whose  defence  they  had  thus  sacrificed  their  lives.  They  were  taken  by  sur- 
prise and  completely  surrounded  by  a  force  ten  times  their  superior  in  num- 
bers. Pierce  was  a  bold  and  adventurous  man  —  fear  formed  no  part  of  his 
character.  His  men  partook  of  his  courage.  They  pushed  forward,  perhaps 
imprudently  —  and  thus  fell  into  the  snare  which  their  enemy  had  prepared 
for  them.  Considering  the  numbers  engaged,  it  was  doubtless  the  most 
warmly  and  closely  contested  of  all  the  engagements  which  took  place  during 
that  eventful  period  between  the  white  and  the  red  men.  At  the  lowest  esti- 
mate two  hundred,  and  according  to  others  nearly  four  hundred,  were  killed 
on  both  sides.  History  has  recoi-ded  with  applause  every  feat  of  bravery 
when  performed  on  a  more  conspicuous  station,  whilst  it  has  often  over- 
looked the  humble  though  equally  meritorious  exploit.  It  requires  more 
true  courage  to  die  on  such  a  field  with  such  a  foe  than  on  the  plains  of 
Waterloo,  amid  ''the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  glorious  war."  All  his- 
torians should  call  these  men  truly  brave  men,  and  laud  them  in  no  measured 
terms,  for  this  was  a  most  fearful  encounter,  and  they  met  their  deaths  like 
heroes. 

The  following  adventure,  in  which  "Old  "Woodcock"  was  engaged,  is 
abridged  from  a  communication  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Collection, 
furnished  by  the  research  of  the  late  Dr.  Mann,  formerly  of  Wrenthara.  It 
rests  upon  the  authority  of  tradition,  but  appears  to  be  well  authenticated. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  Rocket,  in  searching  for  a  straj'  horse,  discovered 
a  train  of  forty-two  Indians,  about  sunset.  From  their  appearance  he  sus- 
pected they  intended  to  attack  the  settlement  at  Wrentham  the  next  morning, 
after  the  men  had  dispersed  to  their  work ;  he  therefore  followed  them 
secretly  till  they  halted  for  the  night,  when  he  hastily  returned  to  the  settle- 
ment and  gave  notice  to  the  inhabitants.  A  consultation  was  held,  at  which 
it  was  agreed  to  attack  the  Indians  early  the  next  morning.  A  company  of 
thirteen,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Ware,  was  hastily  collected  from 
Wrentham  and  the  vicinity,  who,  having  secured  the  women  and  children 
and  the  infirm  in  the  garrison,  set  out  for  the  Indian  encampment,  where 
they  arrived  just  before  daylight,  and  were  posted  within  a  short  distance, 
with  orders  to  reserve  their  fire  till  the  enemy  began  to  decamp. 

Between  daylight  and  sunrise  the  Indians  suddenly  rose  from  their  resting 
places,  when,  upon  a  signal  given,  a  general  discharge  was  made,  which 
thi'ew  them  into  the  utmost  consternation.  Some,  in  their  confusion,  while 
attempting  to  escape,  leaped  down  a  precipice  of  rocks  from  ten  to  twenty 
feet  in  height,  and  some  of  the  fugitives  were  overtaken  and  slain.  Two  of 
them,  who  were  closely  pursued,  attempted  to  conceal  themselves  in  ''Mill 
Brook,"  where  they  were  found  and  killed.  It  is  related  that  one  Woodcock 
discharged  his  long  musket,  called  in  those  days  a  buccaneer,  at  a  fugitive 
Indian  at  the  distance  of  eighty  rods,  and  broke  his  thigh  bone  and  then 
killed  him. 
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The  mimbei"  of  Indians  killed  was  from  twenty  to  twenty-four,  and  not 
one  of  the  whites.  The  place  where  this  l)old  adventure  occurred  is  in  that 
part  of  the  ancient  Wreutham  which  is  now  Franklin.  The  large  rock  where 
the  Indians  were  encamped  is  to  this  day  called  Inrlinn  Bock.  The  time  is 
not  certainly  ascertained  ;  but  it  was,  without  much  doubt,  in  the  spring  or 
summer  of  1076,  when  the  Indian  forces  were  dispersed  in  parties  throughout 
the  country.  Very  probably  it  was  soon  after  the  attack  on  Woodcock's 
house  and  by  the  same  party. 

This  man  Rocket,  who  was  the  means  of  obtaining  this  victory  over  the 
enemy,  was  one  of  the  witnesses  of  the  original  government  deed  of  the 
Rehoboth  North  Purchase.  He  used,  it  is  said,  to  take  his  family  to  meeting 
ten  miles  to  Rehoboth  or  five  miles  to  Wrentliam,  over  the  rough  tracks  — 
they  were  hardly  roads — of  those  early  days,  but  in  what  manner  wo  cannot 
be  certain.  January  5th,  1G80,  one  Joseph  Rocket  married  Mary  Wilmarth, 
in  Rehoboth.  If  it  was  the  same  man,  she  must  have  been  a  second  wife,  as 
this  Joseph  died  July  27th,  1683. 

We  are  glad  to  know  of  one  occasion  even  when  the  mode  of  warfare  so 
continually  practised  by  the  red  men  was  suecessfnlly  adopted  by  our  fore- 
fathers, and  a  complete  surprise  obtained,  followed  by  the  total  rout  of  the 
enemy. 

Nine  Men's  Misery. — This  is  the  name  of  a  spot  in  Cumberland,  K.  I., 
where  nine  men  were  slain  in  Philip's  war.  This  place  is  near  the  house  of 
the  late  Elisha  Waterman,  Esq.,  just  north  of  "  Camp  Swamp"  (so  called). 
The  c>nly  circumstances  of  this  event  which  I  have  gathered  are  these  :  A 
company  of  nine  men  were  in  advance  of  or  had  strayed  from  their  party  for 
some  purpose,  when  they  discovered  a  number  of  Indians  near  tliis  spot, 
whom  they  immediatelj'  pursued  and  attacked  ;  luit  a  huge  number  of  the 
enemy  rushed  out  of  the  swamp  and  surrounded  them.  Tl)e  whites,  placing 
their  backs  to  a  large  rock  near  l)y,  fought  with  di'si)Oiation  till  every  one 
of  them  was  killed  on  the  spot.  The  rest  of  their  party,  wiio  were  within 
hearing  of  their  guns,  hastened  to  their  succor,  but  arrived  too  late  to  render 
them  any  assistance.  Tlieir  bodies  were  buried  on  the,  spot,  which  is  now 
designated  by  a  large  pile  of  stones. 

I  iiave  seen  no  notice  of  this  occurrence  in  iiistory,  but  as  to  the  main  fact 
there  can  V)e  no  doubt.  The  bones  of  these  men  were  disinterri'd  (now  many 
years  ago)  by  some  j)hyHicians  for  aiiatoMiicMJ  purposes,  and  were  found 
nearly  perfect.  But  the  people  in  the  vicinity  insisted  upon  tlieir  being 
restore<l,  wiiiclj  was  accordingly  done.  One  of  the  slain  was  ascertained  to 
Ite  a  Hucklin,  of  IJi'liohotli,  froin  llic  iriii;irkal>le  circinnstancr  of  :i  set  of 
double   front   teeth   which   lie   was   known   U>  possess. 

The  time  when  this  happened  none  of  my  informants  couM  hli,  Iml  there  is 
some  reason  for  believing  that  it  w;is  ;it  or  about  the  time  of   Pierce's  liixht. 


BIS  TOBY   OF  ATTLEBOROUGH.  115 

The  above  account  of  the  existence  of  '' Nine  Men's  Misery  "  (or  "Dead 
Men's  Bones,"  as  it  was  sometimes  called)  was  received  by  the  author  from 
tradition,  from  intelligent  persons  living  in  the  vicinity,  who  had  been  familiar 
with  the  locality  during  their  lives,  and  who  were  descendants  of  those  who 
settled  and  lived  near  the  spot.  As  to  the  main  fact,  he  felt  there  was  no 
doubt,  for  such  an  event  as  the  slaughter  of  nine  men  in  one  spot  durlno^ 
the  Indian  war  and  their  burial  on  the  same  spot  would  produce  a  deep 
impression  on  the  minds  of  those  living  in  that  locality,  and  would  be  trans- 
mitted to  succeeding  generations,  especially  as  some  of  the  victims  were  their 
own  friends  and  neighbors.  The  incidents  and  circumstances  attending  the 
event  would  be  liable  to  uncertainty,  but  the  existence  of  the  large  rock  and 
the  artificial  mound  of  small  stones  would  tend  to  confirm  the  tradition  and 
indicate  the  place  of  burial. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  above  account  a  most  singular  and  remarkable 
discovery  has  been  made  confirming  the  tradition  as  an  historical  fact.  This 
is  the  letter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Newman,  quoted  on  a  previous  page,  which  gives 
the  names  of  the  killed  in  Pierce's  fight.  The  fact  that  the  medical  students, 
from  curiosity  or  to  verify  the  tradition,  or  other  motives,  did  visit  the  spot 
and  exhume  the  bodies,  and  prove  their  identity  by  that  of  Benjamin  Buck- 
land  (or  Bucklin),  of  Rehoboth,  from  his  unusually  large  frame  and  "  double 
set  of  teeth  all  around,"  has  also  been  substantiated.  What  is  still  more 
remarkable  than  the  discovery  of  the  letter,  the  author  met  a  physician  soon 
after  the  publication  of  this  history,  in  1834,  who  took  pains  to  state  that  he 
had  read  the  account  of  "  Nine  Men's  Misery,"  and  was  able  to  testify  that 
it  was  substantially  correct,  as  he  was  one  of  the  "'medical  gentlemen" 
present,  and  aided  in  the  exhumation  and  finally  examined  the  bones.  Hav- 
ing this  statement  directly  from  his  own  mouth,  it  is  personal  knowledge  of 
the  event,  so  far  as  this  fact  shows. 

The  questions  arise  — "VYho  were  the  nine?  and  When  were  they  slain?  and 
What  was  the  cause?  This  also  is  solved.  There  were  four  men  from 
Rehoboth  killed  in  Pierce's  fight,  and  their  names  are  recorded  on  the 
records  kept  for  the  Rehoboth  North  Purchase,  as  "  Slaine  26  March  1676." 
Two  of  them,  John  Fitch,  Jr.,  and  John  Read,  Jr.,  were  entered  first,  and 
at  some  distance  on  the  page  were  entered  the  other  two,  Benjamin  Buckland 
and  John  Miller,  Jr.,i  thus  proving  that  they  were  a  part  of  Pierce's  men, 
and  were  slain  on  the  same  day  of  the  battle.  This  confirms  my  belief  that 
after  the  battle  was  lost  these  nine  survivors  attempted  to  escape  and  retreated 
to  this  "  Camp  Swamp,"  in  hopes  of  concealing  themselves  there  from  the 
enemy,  but  were  discovered,  pursued,  and  overtaken  by  them,  surrounded  at 
this  rock,  and  there  killed.    They  were  probably  not  discovered  at  the  time  the 


1  Robert  Beers,  an  Irishman,  ami  then  an  inhabitant  of  Relioboth,  was    slain  March  28th,  and 
Nehimiah  Sabin  in  June  following. 
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Rehobotb  people  weut  to  the  seetie  of  the  battle  uiid  Imiifd  tlieir  friends  ou 
the  field,  but  were  afterwards  discovered  by  tliL'in  and  buried  on  the  spot 
where  they  fell,  which  was  properly  called  these  nine  men's  misery,  who  had 
so  nearly  effected  their  escape  and  were  tlius  slaughtered.  It  is  seldom  that 
such  an  event  not  mentioned  by  contemporary  historians  can  be  so  well 
established  by  subsequent  evidence. 

PROCEEDINGS   OF   THE   TOWN. 

The  warrants  for  the  early  town  meetings  contained  but  few  articles, 
perhaps  ten  or  twelve,  while  that  of  the  year  1887  contained  fifty-five,  and 
there  have  at  times  been  more  than  that  number.  The  most  important 
iictious  for  a  number  of  years  were  naturally  those  relating  to  the  settling  of 
ministers — for  the  first  candidate  was  apparently  not  more  sure  to  please 
then  than  now  —  and  the  building  of  a  church  with  various  arrangements  for 
the  support  and  comfort  of  the  minister  when  obtained.  These  actions  of 
the  town  will  be  noticed  in  their  proper  department,  such  matters  being 
now  iu  the  hands  of  the  separate  parishes,  not  in  those  of  the  people  "  in 
town  meeting  assembled." 

As  time  went  on  the  cause  of  education  arose  —  a  matter  of  constantly 
increasing  importance,  until  now  it  has  assumed  very  great  proportions,  both 
as  to  size  and  cost,  but  is  thoroughly  systematized  and  well  managed. 

Now  and  again,  very  early,  votes  are  found  relating  to  the  laying  out  of 
roads  as  they  became  needed  to  connect  the  various  settlements  scattered 
over  the  territory.  Now  it  is  not  the  making  of  thoroughfares  from  part  to 
part  of  the  town  which  claims  the  attention  of  the  citizens,  but  the  lighting 
of  the  many  already  made,  the  layiug  out  and  curbing  of  streets  in  the 
villages,  and  the  laying  of  gas,  water,  and  sewerage  pipes. 

The  poor  of  the  town  soon  appeared  upon  the  l)ooks,  l)eiug  coexistent 
with  the  esta]>lishment  of  every  town,  church,  or  social  organization.  At 
first  they  were  cared  f(jr  by  the  selectmen  or  others  receiving  them  into  their 
families,  the  town  jjeing  responsiijle  for  their  maintenance.  At  the  town 
ineetin"s  their  names  were  presented  and  they  were  auctioned  otT  to  those 
willing  to  assume  their  care,  and  who  made  bids  for  the  priviletje  (?).  It 
would  seem  that  at  .such  a  vendue  competition  could  not  be  very  great,  since 
prices  must  be  in  a  descending,  not  ascending,  scale  over  these  articles  — 
which  increased  in  expense  as  they  decreased  in  value — and  the  forlorn 
creatures    thus    '*  as  it   were    on  sale,"  were    knocked    down    to  the    lowest 

bidder. 

Action  was  often  taken  upon  thi-  cattle  and  swine  then  i)erniitted  to  roam 
at  will  everywhere  alK)ut  the  roads,  the  former  being  marked  in  various  ways 
and  the  latter  properly  ringed.  Every  few  pages  during  the  records  of  the 
earlier  years  the  searcher  of  the  books  comes  upon  accounts  of  ''  perambu- 
lating   the    lines"    between    this    and     the    Hurrounding    towns,    these    sanu' 
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bouudarv  lines  proving  most  uneasy  of  arrangement  and  a  constant  source  of 
controversy  even  down  to  the  present  time. 

It  is  not  possible  in  a  work  of  this  kind  to  give  a  complete  account  of  the 
measures  taken  by  the  town,  but  an  extract  quoted  here  and  there  from  the 
books  will  serve  to  show  something  of  the  questions  arising  year  by  year, 
and  of  the  modes  of  settlement  adopted  by  our  fathers  —  to  show  also  some- 
thing of  the  manners  and  customs  as  they  have  been  made  and  changed,  and, 
by  contrast,  the  growth  of  the  town,  not  only  in  wealth  and  population,  but 
in  various  other  ways. 

The  North  Purchase  books  contain  the  "laying  out  of  the  lands,"  but  an 
occasional  reference  is  made  to  individual  lay-outs  in  the  town  books :  — 

"  Dec.  ye  26,  1704.  Joseph  Read,  Negro,"  had  a  "  lott"  of  twelve  and  a 
half  acres  laid  out  to  him  ;  also  two  other  lots  containing  six  and  one  fourth 
acres  in  1707.  "  John  Read,  Negro  "  had  lands  laid  out  November  17,  1719. 
These  may  have  been  the  lands  occupied  by  such  a  family  on  the  Daggett 
farm,  lying  on  what  is  known  as  the  "  New  Boston  "  road. 

Town  debts  were  apparently  sometimes  fully  paid  with  a  surplus  in  the 
treasury. 

February  9,  1709.  "  Voted  to  hold  town  meetings  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
William  Stark  until  the  town  should  be  better  provided."  The  meetings  then 
were  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  For  some  years,  at  this  period,  the 
town  was  chiefly  occupied  on  the  minister's  house,  lands,  the  church,  etc., 
and  that  work,  with  money  accounts,  largely  occupied  the  meetings. 

In  1714  it  was  voted  that  several  persons,  six  in  all,  should  build  pounds 
at  their  "  own  cost  and  charge." 

The  first  mention  of  the  poor  on  the  books  is  among  the  accounts  for  1713, 
the  entry  being  made  October  5,  1714.  "  Memorandum,  Eleven  shillings  of 
the  money  that  was  received  of  Capt.  Leonard  for  the  poor  Avent  to  pay 
Hugh  Gay's  rate,  and  the  other  four  remains  in  the  town  stock  for  the  poor." 

August  27,  1716.  "  The  Town  very  Chearfully  granted  a  Tax  of  a  Hun- 
dred and  Ten  pounds  to  Defray  the  Necessary  Charges  arising  within  sd 
Town.  Two  thirds  to  be  in  money  and  the  other  third  to  be  understood  in  the 
species  that  use  to  be  other  years." 

December  30,  1718,  the  town  was  divided  into  four  quarters,  and  later  the 
consequent  highways  laid  out  are  noted  with  descriptions  of  the  same. 

The  first  recorded  account  rendered  to  the  town  for  care  of  poor  persons 
was  one  presented  by  Daniel  Peck,  under  date,  October  22,  1722,  for  care  of 
Martha  Scot  and  her  child,  as  follows:  8s.  6d.  for  Doctor;  10s.  6d.  for 
three  weeks  board  in  sickness  ;  1£.  Is.  for  board  other  seven  weeks  ;  lis.  for 
the  child  for  five  weeks  and  four  days  ;  total,  2£.  lis. 

There  are  yearly  votes  as  to  cattle  and  swine,  with  no  variation  up  to  April, 
1828,  when  it  was  voted  that  horses  and  neat  cattle  were  to  be  restrained 
from  running  at  large.     So  long  as  they  roamed  the  public  roads  some  mode 
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of  recoiiiiizinj;  his  property  was  necessarv  to  the  owner,  and  many  pages  of 
the  books  are  filled  witli  the  descriptions  of  these  animal  marks.  'J'wo  or 
three  are  given  as  a  curiosity  :  — 

"  Tlio  Ear-mark  of  the  creatures  beloiiirinsj  to  Thomas  liutler  is  as  follows  —  viz —  A  swal- 
lows tail  on  the  top  of  the  near  ear.  Enter"'  Oct.  19,  ITIU.  A.D."  "  The  Eur  mark  of  the 
creatures  of  Benj.  hie.  Jr.  is  as  follows  —  viz.;  two  round  holes  in  the  rii,'ht  ear,  bein^  the  ear 
mark  that  was  Saini  Ilealys.  Entered  Nov.  12. 1750."  ."  Where  as  the  ear  mark  of  the  crea- 
tures of  John  liobhins,  Jr.  was  a  cut  across  the  underside  of  the  ri^ht  ear.  —  It  beint;  often- 
times not  easily  seen,  it  is  altered — And  is  two  half  jtennies  on  the  underside  of  the  left  ear. 
Entered  Dec.  It!,  1750."  "  The  ear  mark  of  the  creatures  belonging  to  Michael  Sweet  is  a  plain 
crop  of  the  top  of  ye  left  ear,  and  a  slit  across  the  under  side  of  the  same  ear,  —  and  was 
formerly  Benj.  Butler's.    Entered,  Aug.  6,  1703. '" 

In  1732  it  was  agreed  to  pay  Captain  Foster  for  his  services  to  the  General 
Court  six  shillings  per  day. 

In  1745  Cumberland  was  separated  from  Attleborough  by  royal  charter; 
that  is,  by  order  of  the  "  King  in  Council,"  which  was  assuming  arbitrary 
authority  and  measures  over  those  distant  colonies.  The  new  boundaries 
established  by  this  charter  took  from  Massachusetts  and  annexed  to  Rhode 
Island  a  fine  tract  of  land  including  all  Bristol  County,  R.  1.,  Tiverton,  in 
Newport  County,  and  Cumberland,'  in  Providence  County. 

During  the  year  1747  a  petition  from  several  towns  was  presented  to  the 
General  Court,  asking  that  Dighton  be  made  the  count}'  town  in  place  of 
Taunton.  Three  men  of  this  town  were  chosen  as  agents  to  look  into  this 
matter  and  report.  They  reported:  "They  are  of  opinion  that  Tanton 
will  be  most  Benefitiall  for  the  County."  These  men  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  "draw  up  "  the  reasons  of  the  town  for  voting  against  the  petition, 
and  Captain  Samuel  Tyler  was  appointed  to  convey  them  to  the  General  Court. 

In  17o!»  there  was  an  attempt  made  to  keep  a  record  of  births,  but  the 
book  purchased  that  year  for  the  town  was  the  only  one  for  many  years,  and 
therefore  those  earlier  records  are  very  incomplete.  In  1760  the  town  was 
divided  into  twelve  parts,  and  in  1761  £50  were  appropriated  for  schools,  and 
the  same  amount  for  the  poor. 


'Cumberland  coniprlseil  nearly  half  of  the  original  town.  Its  area  Is  about  JS  8.|uare  miles, 
and  taken  together  Is  an  excellent  tract  of  land.  It  is  good  for  grain  and  or.liarding,  and 
especially  for  grass,  which  Is  cut  In  great  abundance.  Some  parts  of  the  town,  however,  are  light 
and  sandy.  U  was  inrorporated  In  174(!.  It  was  |)revlously  called  Attic.  Gore.  It  Is  well  adaiiteil  to 
manufacturing  purposes,  having  three  streams,  Abbott's  Run,  Mill  ami  I'cter's  rivers,  besides  the 
Black-tone,  whifh  Ih  It-  western  boundary.  About  ls;!(i  It  had  eight  cotton  niamitacturliig  csial)IUIi. 
nient-,  rtinnlng  !>J)2i  -pin'lles,  one  woolen  factory,  two  clotliiei-h'  work-,  sl\  urralu  mills,  nim-tcen 
shop.i  for  building  boats,  in  wliii'li  were  made  annually  iibout  '(Ml  boats,  w  lilcli  were  worth  from  $iO 
to  #70  each.  It  had  besides,  I  nail  factory,  I  niarlilc  mill.UOti  dwelling  houses,  2f(i  electors,  3  con)i)a- 
nles  of  inllltia,  I  rllle  corps,  and  part  of  a  company  of  cavalry.  Its  popidatlon  in  18|o  was  i.llo. 
liut  the  town  has  since  matcrlidly  lncreasc<l  in  population  and  amount  of  business.  It  Iwnl  four 
religious  societies:  two  IJaptlstM,  one  Methodist,  and  one  t^uakcr.  Taxable  property  in  1S15  was 
$a2«,'2JO. 

These  are  the  HtatlstlcH  pid)llslied  In  the  earlbr  edition  of  llils  work.  The  c<lltor  was  iniable  to 
obUtIn  the  corresponding  MtatisllcH  for  Ihi'  present  tiate,  which  w<iuld  have  been  Intcre-llng  by 
contrast. 
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In  1766  the  following  instructions  were  sent  to  the  town's  deputy  :  — 

To  Deacon  El^enezer  Lane,  Rep. 

Sir  as  we  have  made  choys  of  you  to  represent  us  at  the  Grait  and  General  Court  of  this 
Province,  we  think  proper  to  give  suuie  Instructtions.  and  first  not  to  Give  up  any  Priviliges 
that  we  Enjoy  Either  by  Charter  or  as  Subjects  of  Grait  Brltton. 

•21y  to  Be  frugal  of  the  Province's  money  and  not  to  vote  for  any  uncommon  Grants  perticli- 
lerly  as  to  Loses  that  Sume  has  Sustaned  in  Boston  in  the  year  1765  By  Rioters,  though  we 
abhor  all  Rioters  and  tumultus  Proceedings  and  are  willing  to  Bear  our  testyniony  against 
them,  yet  we  see  no  Reason  why  the  Province  should  make  up  those  Losses  and  thairfour 
Instruct  to  vote  against  It. 

September  12,   1768.     "  Voted  to  Build   a  house  for  Keeping  the  Town 

Stock  of  ammunition  in  for  the  futer  and  proseaded  to  Chuse  a  commety  for 

that  purpos  namely  Capt.   John    Stearns,  Capt.  Daniel  Read,  Capt.  Henry 

Sweet  ware  chosen  as  commety  men  for  that  pui'pos,  and  then  the  commety 

went  and  looked  a  place  to  set  s'd.  house  and  they  said  that  they  found  a 

place  in  Jacob  Newells  Laud  which  s'd  Newell  said  he  wold  give  the  ground 

to  buld  the  hous   upon."     Jacob  Xewell,   the  giver  of  the  land,  was  town 

treasurer  at  that  time,  and  he  made   the  following  entr^'  upon   the    book : 

"Where  as  ye  Town  of  Attleborough  have  agreed  to  Buld  a  Powder  house 

and  set  s'd  house  on  ye  High  Hill  eastardly  from  ye  Meeting-House  on  my 

Land  I  give  liberty  to  set  s'd  House  their,  and  also  for  ray  Heirs  and  assigns 

I  agree  ye  People  shall  have  Liberty  to  Pass  to  and  from  sd  House  to  carry 

their  Powder  or  any  other  amminition  and  bring  of  again  ye  same  at  any 

time  or  times  so  that  they  in  Passing  Regurly  Not  to  Leve  Down  fence  or 

any  Encloseu  thing  to  Do  Damage  as  witness  my  hand  — 

"  Attleborough,  Oct.  ye  4th  1768  Jacob  Newell." 

The  committee  executed  their  commission  promptly,  as  the  building  was 
erected  during  the  months  of  October  and  November  and  the  accounts  for 
cost  of  construction  were  settled  in  December.  This  old  building  is  still  in 
existence  and  may  be  seen  on  a  little  eminence  east  of  the  church  at  West 
A'ttleborough  in  the  same  lot  or  near  the  schoolhouse.  It  is  circular  in 
shape,  nearly  twelve  feet  in  diameter,  with  a  cone-shaped  roof.  It  was  built 
of  brick,  of  which  six  thousand  were  used,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  order  of  the 
selectmen  on  the  town  treasui'er.  It  was  used  as  a  storehouse  for"  materials 
of  war"  both  during  the  da3's  of  the  Revolution  and  the  War  of  1812,  and 
powder  was  kept  there  even  up  to  recent  times.  Colonel  John  Daggett  took 
his  supply  for  the  Assonett  expedition  from  there,  and  the  town  voted  to 
replace  the  amount  during  the  following  year.  The  building  is  now  dilapi- 
dated and  going  to  decay, ^  but  it  is  full  of  old  memories  still.  Had  it 
powers  of  speech  every  brick  could  tell  some  exciting  or  thrilling  tale,  for 
three  times  since  they  were  placed  in  their  positions  the  war  bugles  have 
sounded  the  call  to  arms,  and  three  times  the  joy  bells  have  rung  in  the  days 
of  peace.     In  1771  the  General  Court  met  at  Harvard  College. 


^It  has  been  repaired,  and  at  the  present  writing  is  in  good  condition.    It  is  now  within  the  limits 
of  North  Attleborough.    The  repairs  were  made  by  individuals,  and  about  1872. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

THi:    KEVOLUTIONAUY    WAR. 

IT  appears  from  our  records  that  the  citizens  of  the  town  took  an  early 
and  active  part  in  those  proceedings  which  finally  led  to  independence. 
The  spirit  of  the  Revolution  began  to  move  the  people  as  early  as  1773. 
They  began  to  discuss  the  origin  and  foundation  of  their  rights,  and  to  pro- 
claim, in  bold  language,  their  determination  to  maintain  them.  They  strenu- 
ously denied  the  claims  of  the  mother  country.  This  prepared  the  way  for 
that  great  contest  which  was  approaching  and  which  soon  after  commenced. 

Pages  might  be  filled  with  the  spirited  addresses  and  resolutions  adopted 
in  town  meeting,  but  the  limits  of  such  a  work  as  this  will  permit  only  an 
outline  of  the  transactions  of  that  day. 

At  a  town  meeting,  January  18th,  1778,  a  resolute  and  patriotic  address 
was  adopted  and  sent  to  the  committee  in  Boston.  It  is  too  long  to  quote 
entire,  but  a  few  extracts  will  afford  a  specimen  :  — 

•'"SVe  His  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  and  freeholders  of  the  town 
of  Attleb<jrough,  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  Boston." 

After  due  professions  of  "  honor  and  praise  to  George  the  8d,  King  of 
Great  Britain,"  etc.,  and  praying  that  the  "golden  chance  of  succession  by 
which  the  Protestant  kings  are  held  on  the  throne  of  Great  Britain  may 
never  be  broken,"  etc.,  the  address  proceeds  to  say:  — 

Our  present  tri:il»  are  very  great.  A  wise  king  once  «aid  that  oppnsssion  niaketh  a  wise 
man  mail.  AVe  bope  not  to  turn  maniacs,  Init  to  keep  the  advantage  of  our  spirits.  We  will 
pray  that  ail  tbiy  that  are  like  Gods  on  earth  will  remember  that  they  must  die  like  men,  and 
the  lofty,  towering  beads  of  Kings  and  Prinees  nnist  lie  brought  as  low  as  the  meanot  subject. 
.And  here  we  will  make  a  pause  and  inquire  what  we  have  done,  what  disloyalty  there  hath 
been  in  n-  that  bath  incurred  the  displeasure  of  our  (Jraeious  Majesty,  that  <'oidd  be  the  cause 
of  threatening  the  ruining  of  us  his  American  subjects.  And  to  set  things  in  a  clearer  light, 
we  niay  be  ju>tly  entitled  to  a  few  notes  of  exultation.  In  the  year  174.").  when  the  l^ritish 
trumpet  soundt;d  war  from  beyond  the  seas  to  the  Americans,  no  sooner  did  our  Am«>rican 
J'arliament  understand  the  certain  sound  of  the  martial  trumpet  iiut  instantaneously  a  iiolitical 
convention  is  called,  faithfulness  and  loyalty  in  every  countenance.  Like  Habylon  of  old.  one 
nMjMsenger  runs  to  meet  another,  and  one  post  to  meet  anotlxjr.  to  tell  the  whole  rrovince  that 
the  Kingdom  was  invaded  at  om-  end.  Forthwith  orders  are  issued  out  to  the  ('oIon<ls.  and 
from  the  <  <»lone|«  to  tin-  <'ai)tains.  and  at  the  beat  of  the  Drum,  volunteers  paraded  the 
ground  like  well  harni;ssed  soldiers  with  courage  bold,  and  lik<'  the  war-lmrse  mocking  at 
fear,  marched  with  their  ct)mmanders  to  the  high  places  of  Louisbourg  —  stormeil  their 
entrenchments;  made  a  <liseovery  of  their  subterraneous  mines  ami  galleries;  l)cat  ilown  the 
strongholds;  brake  the  jaws  of  the  (iallic  Lion,  and  made  a  coni|Ucst  of  the  city  to  the  crown 
of  (ireat  Itritain.  Ami  In  the  last  war  that  hath  been  upon  us.  we  bavejolncil  our  Mritish 
lirethren,  warring  and  tigbting  through  seas  of  blood  until  we  Hubdiied  the  Canadian  I'rovince 
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to  the  crown  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  3d.  And  after  all  this,  shall  we  be  conjugated, 
enslaved  and  ruined?  Fathers,  provoke  not  your  children  to  wrath  lest  they  be  discouraged 
on  the  one  hand,  and  encouraged  on  the  other.  We  esteem  our  privileges  tantamount  to  our 
lives,  and  the  loss  of  them  death  in  consequence;  and  since  there  is  no  new  discovered 
America  for  us  to  flee  to,  we  are  almost  ready  to  think  that  we  will  let  go  our  ploughshares 
and  pruning  hooks  to  be  malleated  on  the  anvil,  and  not  give  up  our  dear-bought  privileges  to 
any  Power  on  earth. 

And  now  in  a  few  words  to  say  what  our  privileges  are  and  wherein  they  are  violated  :  We 
think  that  our  privileges  take  their  rise  merely  from  nature.  As  we  emigrated  from  our 
mother  country  at  our  own  expense  and  without  any  charge  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain, 
our  subjection  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  must  be  considered  as  an  act  of  our  own  election. 
How  far  that  sul»jection  was  made  and  in  what  manner  the  British  government  can  possibly 
reach  over  the  Atlantic  to  have  any  influence  at  all  upon  us,  is  known  only  by  the  stipulation 
between  us  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  expressed  in  our  Charter.  Although  it  be  allowed 
that  any  Plantation  settled  by  the  order  and  expense  of  any  State  remains  naturally  subjected 
to  that  State,  yet  that  not  having  been  the  case  in  our  departure  from  Great  Britain  we  utterly 
disallow  any  right  of  government  over  us  but  what  is  expressed  in  our  Charter.  We  have  no 
natural  and  necessary  connection  with  the  Crown  in  point  of  government  but  what  springs 
from  our  own  choice,  and  that  choice  can  be  known  but  by  the  stipulation  aforesaid  which 
both  expresseth  and  limiteth  the  subjection  which  was  our  choice.  This,  we  apprehend,  is  the 
true  and  just  state  of  our  privileges,  as  they  are  interested  in  the  present  controversy.  So 
that,  whatever  act  of  government  is  exercised  contrary  to,  or  not  expressly  provided  for  in 
the  Charter,  is  an  open  infringement  of  our  privileges. 

The  appointment  of  a  Governor  altogether  independent  on  us,  and  who,  according  to  the 
present  state  of  things,  can  be  under  no  influence  from  our  interest  but  whose  personal  interest 
may  naturally  put  him  to  the  utter  overthrow  of  our  whole  interest,  —  we  apprehend  this  to 
be  an  infraction  of  our  Charter  rights  and  privileges.  The  appointment  of  Judges  from 
home,  if  true,  or  the  maintenance  of  them  independent  upon  us  and  dependent  entirely  upon 
the  Crown,  we  think  an  infringement  upon  our  Charter  rights,  and  which  tends  to  corrupt 
and  destroy  the  very  essence  of  our  privileges.  —  The  parting  our  money  among  a  set  of  men 
of  no  use  to  us  or  the  community,  without  our  consent,  is  a  bold  and  unjust  infringement 
upon  our  privileges.  —  The  subjecting  civil  cases  to  trial  by  Court  of  Admiralty  instead  of 
Juries,  and  especially  the  taking  from  us  the  right  of  trying  capital  cases  in  any  articles,  and 
carrying  our  brethren,  on  suspicion  of  guilt,  from  all  who  are  acquainted  with  their  character, 
or  who  can  possibly  do  them  justice,  and  ordering  them  to  be  transported,  at  almost  infinite 
expense  three  thousand  miles  for  trial,  is  a  most  barbarous,  unjust,  and  unconstitutional 
affair,  and  as  cruel  as  the  ostrich. 

Sept.  12,  1774.  The  town  chose  a  committee  to  join  with  the  committees 
of  the  other  towns  in  this  count}'  "  to  consult  the  safety  and  peace  and 
prosperity  thereof,  as  well  as  the  whole  government  and  continent,  upon  any 
emergency."  The  committee  consisted  of  five  ;  namely,  Mr.  Edward  Richards, 
Dea.  Eben.  Lane,  Capt.  John  Daggett,  Lieut.  Moses  AYilmarth,  and  Mr. 
Elisha  May.  This  was  the  first  committee  of  safety  chosen  in  this  town. 
The  practice  of  choosing  such  a  committee  was  continued  till  the  close 
of  the  Revolution. 

Sept.  29,  1774.  Captain  John  Daggett  was  chosen  "  Representative  to  the 
General  Court"  at  Salem,  and  Dea.  Eben.  Lane,  as  "a  committee  man  to 
join  the  Provincial  Congress  to  be  holden  at  Concord  on  the  second  Tuesday' 
of  October  next." 

Dec.  6,  1774.  The  town  established  a  "  Superior  and  an  Inferior  Court  to 
iear  and  determine  controversies  that  have  arisen  or  mav  arise  in  this  town." 
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Five  men  were  chosen  to  serve  as  superior  judges  ;  namely,  Dea.  Eben. 
Lane,  first  justice.  Col.  John  Daggett,  second,  Capt.  John  Stearns,  third, 
Capt.  Closes  Wihnarth,  fourth,  and  Doct.  Bezaliel  ^lann,  fifth.  Seven 
were  appointed  inferior  judges  ;  namely,  Mr.  Kdwartl  Kiehards,  Lieut.  Klko- 
nah  Wilmarth,  Capt.  Jacob  Ide.  Capt.  Stephen  Kichardsou,  Mr.  Klisha 
Mav,  Capt.  John  Tyler,  and  3L'.  William  Stanley.  At  the  sanie  time  it 
was  voted.  "  tliat  wo  will  comply  with,  stand  to,  and  abide  by  the  Kesolves, 
Instructions  and  Directions  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses,", 
and  that  "  all  jiersons  who  refuse  to  comply  with  them  shall  be  treated  as 
In  fa  mou .s  Pe rsons . ' ' 

It  was  also  voted  to  choose  "  a  committee  of  Inspection  to  iufjuire  and 
crive  notice  of  all  persons  who  shall  presume  to  make  use  of  any  Indin  Tea 
after  the  first  of  ]March  next,  and  the  names  of  the  men  chosen  for  said  C(jm- 
mittee  are  as  follows  ;  viz.,  Kphraim  Newell,  Capt.  Henry  Sweet,  Benjamin 
Tingley,  Mayhew  Daggett,  Enoch  Robinson,  Arannah  Tingley,  John  Tyler, 
Jr.,  Nath'  Bishop,  Alexander  Foster,  Wm.  Atwell,  Jabez  Gay,  Levi  Maxcy, 
Caleb  Richardson."  The  "  affair  of  the  chest  of  tea  at  Capt.  Richardson's, 
was  left  discretionary  with  the  Selectmen." 

These  were  no  halfway  measures,  and  were  supported  throughout  with 
the  same  resolution. 

January  2,  1775.  Chose  Colonel  John  Daggett  "to  represent  us  at  the 
Congress  to  be  holden  at  Cambridge  on  the  1st  of  February  next  and  to 
serve  in  that  capacity  until  the  month  of  May  next,  or  until  the  time  fixed 
for  the  dissolution  of  said  Congress."  At  the  same  time  a  committee  of 
thirteen  was  chosen  to  procure  "  subscriptions  for  the  relief  of  the  suffering 
poor  in  the  town  of  Boston."^  At  a  meeting  lawfully  warned  for  May  16, 
1775,  the  warrant  was  issued  "  By  request  of  the  Provincial  Congress." 

May  24,  1775.  Captain  John  Stearns  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town 
at  the  Provincial  Congress  to  be  held  in  the  meetinghouse  at  AVatertown  the 
31st  instant.  The  Committee  of  Correspondence  this  year  were  Deacon 
Eben.  Lane,  Doctor  Mann,  and  Captain  Moses  Wilmarth. 

July  10,  1775.  Captain  .I(jhn  Stearns  was  i-lt'cted  rei)resentalive  to  the 
General  Court  to  be  held  at  Wati-rtown  tlic  I'.Uh  instant. 

March  il>,  177G.  The  Committe-e  of  Correspoudfiice,  Inspi'rtiou,  and 
Safety  were  Deacon  Lane,  Edward  Richards,  Capt.  S.  Kichardsou,  I.ieut. 
Alexander  Foster,  Ens.  Xoah  Fuller,  William  Stanley,  Capt.  Wilmarth,  Eben. 
Tiffany,  Samuel  Atherton,  Thomas  Starkey,  Elkonah  Wilmartii,  Natiianiel 
Bishop,  and  Capt.  Jac<jli  Ide. 

May  22,  177G.  Captain  .lolin  Stearns,  Heprescntative.  At  liis  rmiuest, 
a  committee,  consisting  of  Capt.  Klislia  May,  Capt.  Stephen  I{icliardson,  Hev. 
Peter  Thacher,  Levi  Maxcy.  and  Lieut.  Ah'xamler  Foster,  was  chosen  to  (h'aw 

*  ThU  WR8  on  the  orcdsloii  uf  »*laittln|j  the  iiorl  of  Iiu^t<)ll  by  the  UrllUh  raiMniiicnt. 
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up    instructions  for   the    representative.     They  made  a  report,   from    which 
extracts  are  given  :  — 

Captain  John  Stearns, 

Sir,  —  The  town,  reposing  special  confidence  in  your  ability  and  integi'ity,  have  chosen 
you  their  representative  at  the  Great  and  General  Court  for  this  year.  At  your  request 
we  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  the  following  things  to  your  attention  as  matters  of  great 
importance : 

If  the  Continental  Congress  should  think  it  best  to  declare  for  Independency  of  Great 
Britain,  we  unanimously  desire  you  for  us  to  engage  to  defend  them  therein  with  our  lives 
and  fortunes. 1 

The  fortifying  and  sufficiently  providing  for  the  defence  of  all  our  seaport  towns,  especially 
the  Metropolis  of  this  Colony,  is  of  such  consequence  as  that  parsimony  or  delay  therein  will 
be  the  worst  of  policy.  We  apprehend  that  the  raising  of  soldiers  for  the  defence  of  the 
Colony  is  retarded,  and  so  rendered  both  more  chargeable  and  less  useful,  for  want  of  sufficient 
bounty  to  encourage  enlistments;  that  the  raising  fewer  forces  at  such  a  time  than  is  neces- 
sary, which  scatters  the  officers  with  whom  whoever  enlists  will  desire  to  be  acquainted 
is  a  like  hindrance  to  a  speedy  raising  of  forces. 

Having  heard  a  motion  hath  been  made  for  paying  representation  out  of  the  Publick  chest, 
we  think  is  unequal  and  expect  you  will  oppose  it.  The  charge  of  the  selectmen  in  the  service 
of  the  public  hath  been  unequal  in  respect  of  the  poor  of  Boston,  and  other  matters  in  differ- 
ent towns,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  born  by  the  publick.  If  the  Continental  Congress  should 
declare  for  Independency  we  desire  in  the  new  regulation  the  probate  and  register  office  be 
lodged  in  each  town. 

Other  things  in  general  we  refer  to  your  wisdom  and  fidelity,  unless  some  special  difficulty 
should  occur,  in  which  case  you  will  please  take  our  minds  as  occasion  shall  serve. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  voted  that  the  selectmen  should  order  the  money 
out  of  the  treasury  to  pay  tlie  minute-men  who  marched  on  the  alarm  occa- 
sioned by  the  battle  at  Bunker  Hill. 

July  6,  1776.  ''Voted  to  raise  the  Bounty  from  £3,  to  £12,  for  the  sol- 
diers this  town  is  to  furnish  to  go  to  New  York." 

October  11,  1776.  "  To  Mr.  Ephraira  Newell,  Town  Treasurer,  Greeting. 
This  comes  to  order  j^ou  to  pay  to  Col.  John  Daggett  twenty  four  pounds  five 
shillings  for  his  attendance  and  travel  at  the  Congress  in  ye  year  1774-75 
—  ninety  seven  days  at  five  shillings  per  day."  Eighty-seven  men  were  paid 
six  shillings  each  ''for  marching  on  the  alarm  occasioned  by  the  battle  at 
Bunker  Hill."     Order  dated  July  5,  1776. 

The  warrant  for  this  October  meeting  was  for  the  first  time  "  In  the  name 
of  the  Stat  and  People  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  Newingland,"  and  this  or 
"  Government  and  People  of  Massachusetts  Bay"  was  the  form  for  some 
years.  Previous  to  this  time  the  warrants  had  been  issued  in  "  His  Majesty's 
Name,"  or  "  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay." 

January  27,  1777.     Voted  to  raise  the  bountv  for  the  soldiers  who  went 


1  This  seems  to  have  been  conceived  iii  something  of  that  holy  ardor,  that  sublime  spirit  of  patriot- 
ism and  self-devotion,  which— in  a  few  mouths  after  —  dictated  those  ever-memorable  words  in  the 
closing  sentence  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  —  "  We  pledge  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our 
sacred  honor,"  — immortal  words,  which  sent  such  a  thrill  to  the  hearts  of  our  countrymen  and 
inspired  them  with  such  an  unconquerable  enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of  freedom ! 
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to  New  York  in  July  last,  to  forty  dollars  for  each  man,  "'to  such  as  will 
take  it." 

March  18,  1777.  The  Committee  of  Correspoudeuce,  Inspection,  and 
Safely  this  year  were  Kd.  Richards,  Cyrel  Carpenter,  Samuel  Tiffany,  .Tr., 
Elisha  May,  and  Nathan  Tyler. 

April  2,  1777.  A  meeting  was  held  "  to  see  if  the  town  will  give  some 
encouragement  to  the  soldiery  to  enlist  our  proportion  of  the  fifteen  bat- 
talions granted  by  this  State  to  join  the  Continental  army."  A  committee  was 
chosen  to  report  upon  the  subject,  and  also  to  state  what  was  an  average  on 
the  whole  since  the  war  commenced,  who  reported  that  the  l)ounty  and  wages 
given  by  Congress  and  our  Court  afforded  a  suHicient  encouragement  for  the 
first  year's  service  ;  that  for  the  second  year  the  town  allow  two  pounds  per 
month  in  addition  to  the  wages,  and  the  same  for  the  last  year.  Twenty- 
four  pounds  in  addition  to  the  bounty  instead  of  the  addition  to  their  wages 
was  offered  to  those  who  might  prefer  it.  The  committee  also  reported  that 
the  eight  months'  men,  or  those  who  went  into  service  in  consecjuence  of 
Lexington  battle,  have  no  allowance ;  that  the  six  weeks'  and  two  mouths' 
men  have  no  allowance  ;  that  the  year's  men  be  allowed  ten  pounds  per  man  ; 
that  the  Dorchester  men  have  no  allowance  ;  that  the  men  raised  for  two 
months  in  September,  1776,  be  allowed  seven  pounds  per  man;  that  the  men 
raised  for  the  northern  or  Canada  expedition  be  allowed  ten  pounds  per  man  ; 
that  the  quarter  men,  or  those  raised  for  Rowland's  Ferry,  be  allowed  six 
pounds  per  man. 

May  22,  1777.  Chose  Captain  John  Stearns  and  jNIr.  William  Stanley  rep- 
resentatives. Appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  instructions  to  said  repre- 
sentatives ;  namely,  Rev.  Peter  Thacher,  Capt.  Elisha  May,  Col.  John 
Dajigett,  Capt.  Moses  Wilmarth,  Mr.  Levi  ^laxcy.  Their  report,  it  appears, 
is  not  recorded. 

"  Excused  Capt.  May  from  serving  on  Committee  of  Correspondence,  &c. 
and  elected  Stejdien  Fuller  in  his  room.  Voted  to  enlarge  said  committee, 
and  added  Zephaniah  Bishop,  Jacob  Cushman,  and  John  Sweetland." 

The  town  expenses  for  this  year  were  t'l.it22  old  money. 

January  12,  1778.  A  counnittee  consisting  of  Rev.  Mr.  Thacher,  Capt. 
Elislia  ;May,  Col.  Stephen  Richardson,  Deacon  Stanley,  Capt.  Caleb  Richard- 
son, Lieut.  Flkanah  Wilmarth,  and  .Mr.  John  Wilkinson  was  chosen  to  prepare 
instiiictioiis  to  the  representatives  of  the  town,  relative  to  the  Articles  of 
Confederation.  They  piescnted  a  report  which  was  accepte<l.  It  shows 
how  perfectly  convinced  at  tliat  time  our  forefathers  were  of  the  value  :uid 
importance  f)f  a  lirm  union  of  tiie  States  to  the  well-being  of  tiie  whole 
people. 

To  show  tlie  sentiments  of  tiie  iieople  a  few  extracts  are  given  :  — 

The  MibM-ribtTN.  bciri;:  <'lio-cii  ii  coiiiiiiittcc  "to  consider  what  iii>tniiti<iiis  it  may  lie  iirojier 
for  tlieuj  to  ^ivc  Ibeir  rcpreMeiitntlvuN  rcliitivi'  to  llic  Arti<Ifj»  of  (Jonfc<leratioii  ami  rirot'tual 
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Union  which  are  pi'oposetl  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislatures  of  all  the  United  States  as 
the  basis  thereof  forever,''  and  also  *'  relative  to  the  Resolves  of  the  most  Honorable  Congress, 
of  the  Tth  and  •22d  of  Xoveniber  last,"  having  maturely  considered  the  said  Articles  and  Resolves 
do  humbly  otier  the  following  to  the  consideration  of  the  town  on  this  very  important  subject: 

lo  Messrs.  John  Stearns,  and  William  Stanley  Representatives  of  the  town  of  Attleborough, 
Gentlemen, 

We  shall  rejoice  at  the  arrival  of  the  happy  hour  when  the  Independent  States  of  North 
America  have  a  Union  established  upon  equitable  terms  to  continue  as  long  as  the  sun  and 
moon  endure.  We  are  sensible  of  the  utility  and  necessity  of  such  a  union  to  our  present 
exertions  and  the  success  of  them,  as  well  as  for  the  strength  and  flourishing  condition  of  these 
States  hereafter.  We  would,  therefore,  be  as  distant  as  possible  from  offering  anything  to 
obstruct  the  speedy  accomplishment  of  a  thing  so  desirable:  yet  we  are  constrained  to  desire 
explanation  of  the  4th  paragraph  in  the  r)th  Article  which  determines,  that,  in  deciding  ques- 
tions in  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  each  State  shall  have  one  vote,  which,  if  it 
exclude  a  voice  in  Congress  proportioned  to  the  number  or  estate  of  the  dift'erent  States,  we 
apprehend,  would  be  very  unequal  and  not  to  be  by  any  means  consented  unto,  etc. 

After  stating  specific  objections  to  some  other  articles,  the  report  concludes :  ••  With  the 
foregoing  emendations  and  explanations,  we  desire  you  to  use  your  endeavors  that  the  Dele- 
gates in  Congress  be  impowered  to  ratify  the  aforesaid  Articles- of  Confederation  and  Perpetual 
Union.  As  to  the  Resolves  of  the  most  Hon'ble  Congress,  we  only  observe  upon  the  .5th  and 
6th  Resolves  that  the  Regulating  Bill  formerly  enacted  and  since  repealed,  though  framed  with 
an  honest  and  good  design,  yet  was,  as  we  apprehend,  very  injurious  to  the  good  and  honest 
people  of  this  State,  and  was  of  no  use  to  restrain  oppressors  and  monopolizers,  but  rather  put 
an  advantage  of  oppression  into  their  hands,  and  was  a  great  means  of  sinking  the  Aalue  of 
our  money,  and,  therefore,  we  expect  and  desire  you  to  oppose  the  carrying  of  the  said  resolu- 
tions into  execution. 

At  the  same  meeting  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  petition,  which 
was  sent  to  the  General  Court,  earnestly  praying  for  the  repeal  of  an  Act 
calling  in  the  Bills  of  Credit,  or  State  Money.  In  this  petition  the  people 
expressed  their  fears  of  the  consequences  which  would  result  from  that  Act 
to  the  interests  of  the  poor,  etc.,  in  the  following  words :  — 

To  the  Great  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay.    Genf". 

A  petition  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Attleborough  most  humbly  sheweth, — 
Though  at  the  eleventh  hour,  we  beg  leave  as  friends  to  the  good  people  of  this  State  to 
express  our  concern  for  an  Act  to  draw  in  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  the  several  denominations  in 
this  State.  Notwithstanding  the  address  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  good  people 
of  this  State  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  calling  in  the  Bills  of  Credit,  and  the  difticulty  of 
calling  them  in  any  other  way,  and  notwithstanding  this  and  many  other  plausible  pretences  in 
said  address,  we  cannot  but  be  concerned  for  a  future  day  —  the  putting  said  money  into  notes 
on  interest  is  the  least  of  our  concern:  but  as  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Assembly  of  this  State 
and  the  Continental  Congress  to  bring  down  the  price  of  labor  and  produce  perhaps  five  (or) 
six  parts;  —  Consequently  said  notes  must  double  five  times  the  value  they  were  took  for  beside 
the  interest,  —  whether  will  it  be  easier  for  the  poor  to  pay  said  money  when  a  day's  work  will 
pay  eight  shillings,  or  in  a  year  or  two  when  to  have  a  day's  labor  pay  two  shillings  —  It  seems 
to  be  implied  in  said  address,  that  the  rich  and  ill  disposed  persons  in  this  State  have  got  such 
advantage  of  the  poor  that  there  is  no  remedy  the  poor  must  sufler —  Let  that  be  granted  it  is 
not  policy  in  our  opinion  to  crush  the  poor  at  this  day  if  it  be  possible  to  avoid  it  till  America 
has  obtained  her  freedom,  for  if  this  Continent  must  be  defended  and  set  at  liberty  by  arms 
the  poor  must  do  it  for  the  lowest  capacity  must  be  sensible  that  a  man  that  has  by  monopoly 
got  these  increasing  notes  will  never  enter  into  the  service  of  his  country  for  the  little  or 
nothing  encouragement  that  soldiers  have  at  present  or  if  the  Court  intend  to  hold  the  levies 
by  draft  from  the  Militia,  as  seems  intended  in  the  case  a  rich  man  does  no  more  than  a  poor 
man  —  his  estate  does  nothing. 
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Our  humble  petition  is  that  said  Act  be  repealed,  or  some  amendment  be  made.  We  have 
waited  a  lonir  time  in  hopes  that  you  would  repeal  that  Act  without  our  troubling  you  with 
petitions  but  as  we  have  hitherto  been  disappointed  we  are  obliged  in  justice  to  our-elves  ind 
to  our  posterity,  earnestly  to  pniy  for  a  speedy  repeal  of  that  Act  —  Why  might  not  the  m»>ney 
have  been  called  in  by  degrees  as  it  was  put  out.  that  is  one  emission  at  a  time  by  taxing  the 
inhabitants  of  said  State,  until  the  whole  was  called  in. 

Attleborough.  Jan.  19th.  ITTS. 

Nathaniel  Bishop. 
Daniel  Daggett. 
William  Bolcora. 
Thomas  Starkey. 
Daniel  Richardson. 
John  Kichanison. 
Mo>.  -  Tyler. 

March  17,  1778.  The  Coiumittee  of  Correspondence,  etc..  were  Elkanab 
Wilmarth.  Ebenezer  Tiffany,  and  Ephraim  Allen,  Jr. 

The  declaration  that  all  men  are  born  '•  free  and  equal  "  appears  to  have 
had  a  speedy  practical  effect  in  at  least  one  instance  in  our  town,  as  may  be 
seen  by  the  following  extract  from  the  records  : — 

'•To  all  People  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  Come  Greeting.  Know  all 
men  that  for  Divers  Good  Causes  and  Considerations  I  have  seet  at  Liberty 
and  Given  unto  my  .Servant  —  Warrack  a  Negro  man  his  freedom  to  be  for 
him  self  and  Do  hereby  Certifie  that  I  have  no  more  Demands  on  him  for 
any  Further  service  — 

Attleborough.  March  17th.  177-S  John  Sweetland. 

Signed  in  the  Presence  of  us 
Witnesses.  Elisha  May. 

Richard  EUis.  Jr." 

Mav  12.  1778.  •*  Voted  to  pay  thirty  pounds  to  each  soldier  who  shall 
enlist  in  the  Continental  army,  to  complete  the  number  (thirteen)  required 
of  this  town,  by  a  late  resolve  of  the  General  Court."  Also  votetl  to  give 
thirty  jxmuds  more  as  a  Ixmnty. 

Mav  21.  1778.  The  committee  chosen  at  a  former  meeting  to  consider  the 
'•  Cons-titution  "  '  lately  submitted  to  the  people,  not  agreeing  upon  a  report, 
the  town  appointed  another  committee  of  seven  :  namely.  Rev.  P.  Thacher, 
Rev.  Habijali  Weld.  Elder  Job  Seamans,  Doct.  Bezaliel  Mann.  Col.  John 
Dagsrett.  Col.  Stephen  Richanlson.  and  Capt.  John  Stearns,  who  finally  made 
a  rejKirt.     The  vote  in  town  st<>od  .^1  atlinnative  and  76  negative. 

March  H,.  1779.  The  Committee  of  Safety  were  Capt.  Caleb  Richard- 
son. John  Damon.  Elijah  Wellrnan. 

April  '».  I77l<  there  api^ears  an  order  to  Daniel  Tiffany  for  the  **  sum  of  ten 


'  Thl*  wM  the  flrrt  frmm*  of  iroremroent  •abml(t«<l  to  the  people  of  this  State.    It  wa«  frmmed  by 
a  coDTentloD  in  177(^T»,  mtfl  \»  commonlr  r«lle<i  Utf  '•  Re>?rt«d  CoD»tltutloD." 


HISTORY  OF  ATTLEBOEOUGH.  127 

pounds  ten  shillings,  it  being  due  to  him  for  carting  soldier's  packs  to  How- 
land's  Ferry  in  Sept.  1777.  it  being  thirty-  five  miles." 

May  1,  1779,  the  town  was  assessed  £2083  17.  6d,  and  for  the  expenses  for 
the  year  £10,000  was  to  be  raised  —  old  money. 

May  18,  1779.  Elisha  May,  Esq.,  was  chosen  representative.  "  Voted  to 
empower  our  representative  to  vote  for  the  calling  of  a  convention  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  framing  a  new  constitution." 

June  21,  1779.  Voted  to  raise  thirteen  soldiers  —  to  serve  nine  months  — 
as  this  town's  proportion  of  the  fifteen  battalions  furnished  by  this  State  to 
fill  up  the  Continental  army,  and  a  committee  of  five  was  chosen  to  engage 
these  men  on  the  best  terms  possible.  On  the  question  of  having  a  new  con- 
stitution there  were  121  votes  in  favor,  and  none  in  the  negative  recorded. 

August  2,  1779.  This  town  sent  three  members  to  the  convention  which 
formed  the  present  "  Constitution  of  Massachusetts." 

"Chose  Col.  John  Daggett,  Capt.  John  Stearns,  and  Major  Elisha  May  to 
attend  the  Convention  '  at  Cambridge,  on  the  first  of  September  next  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  framing  a  new  Constitution." 

The  town  then  took  into  consideration  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
held  at  Concord  for  regulating  articles  of  merchandise  and  country  produce, 
and  voted  unanimously  to  accept  the  doings  of  said  convention,  "and  to 
conform  ourselves  to  the  proposed  regulations." 

"Chose  Col.  Stephen  Richardson,  Mr.  Levi  Maxcy,  and  Mr.  Edward 
Richards  members  of  the  convention  to  be  held  at  Concord,  on  the  first 
"Wednesday  of  October  next." 

March  21,  1780.  The  Committee  of  Safety  were  David  Richardson,  Capt. 
Moses  Wilmarth,  and  William  Morse. 

May  2.  1780.     The  new  "  Constitution  "  was  referred  to  a  committee. 

June  14,  1780.  "Voted  to  raise  twenty-nine  soldiers  for  six  months,  as 
this  town's  quota,  to  re-inforce  the  Continental  army,  according  to  a  Resolve 
of  the  General  Court  of  June  5th,  1780."  They  were  to  be  paid  by  a  tax  on 
the  town. 

Sept.  4, 1780.  "  Voted  to  raise  £12,000  pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  town  the  current  year.  Also  voted  to  raise  £1,400  hard  money  to  pay 
the  soldiers  who  may  engage  to  serve  in  the  army  for  three  and  for  six  months, 
according  to  resolves  of  the  General  Court  of  .June  5th,  22d,  and  23d." 

Oct.  IG,  1780,  the  town  levied  a  tax  of  £24,000,  to  procure  14,000  weight 
of  beef  required  of  the  town  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court.  On  the 
24th  the  town  had  raised  £16,800  —  old  money. 

Elisha  Ma}',  Esq.,   was  chosen   representative    the    two   following   years, 


1  This  convention  met  at  the  meetinghouse  in  Cambridge,  September,  1779,  continued  till  the  7th. 
and  then  adjom-ned  to  October  ■2Sth;  then  met  and  continued  till  November  11th,  and  adjourned  to 
January  5th,  1780,  at  the  Representatives'  Chamber,  Boston;  then  met  and  continued  till  March  id,  and 
adjourned  to  June  7th  ;  then  met  and  continued  till  .June  16th,  when  it  was  dissolved. 
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which  brinsis  iis  to  the  close  of  the  Revohition.  There  were  no  transnctions 
of  paiticiihir  interest  rehitiug  to  the  war  dnring  those  two  years,  though  the 
few  following  extracts  from  the  records  may  prove  worthy  of  notice  :  — 

January  ol,  1781.  "Voted  to  class  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  twenty  seven  men,  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  agree- 
able to  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Court,  the  vote  of  said  town  of  the 
24'*^  of  January  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding."     This  was  reconsidered. 

February  2(),  1781.  *- Voted  the  sum  of  ;5000  dollars  hard  money  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  men  for  three  years ;  then  voted  that  the  selectmen  shall 
give  their  notes  to  such  soldiers  as  will  be  willing  to  receive  them,  and  that 
they  hire  money  to  pay  the  remainder.''  A  transaction  quite  similar  to  many 
of  the  present  generation,  and  its  soldiers  of  the  civil  war. 

The  warrant  for  the  annual  town  meeting  for  1781,  bearing  date  ]March 
20th  of  that  year,  is  the  first  one  found  ou  the  records  in  which  the  ''  (i reef- 
ing "  comes  "  in  the  Name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts."  Doubt- 
less some  of  the  warrants  during  the  preceding  3'ear  were  thus  issued,  but  they 
are  not  recorded.  As  we  have  seen,  three  men  from  this  town  were  members 
of  the  congress  which  framed  and  adopted  tlie  State  Constitution,  with  the 
following  introductory  words:  •'  The  people  inhabiting  the  territory  formerly 
called  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  do  hereby  solemnly  and  mutually 
agree  with  each  other,  to  form  themselves  into  a  body  politic,  or  state,  by  the 
name  of  the  Commonwealth  ok  Massachusetts." 

:\iii.rrAUY  services. 

To  furnisli  a  full  statement  of  the  military  services  which  the  citizens  of 
this  town  rendered  during  the  Revolutionary  war  is  not,  perhaps,  possible  at 
this  day.  But  some  general  accounts  may  be  collected  which  will  afford  a 
tolerable  view  of  their  services. 

It  appears  from  the  following  anecdote  that  they  were  not  slow  in  acting 
up  to  the  resolutions  which  thej'  had  adopted. 

In  December,  1774,  the  Committee  of  Safety  gave  notici'  that  oni'  Nathan 
Aldis,  a  tory,  who  lived  in  Franklin,  Mass.,  was  selling  British  goods  contrary 
to  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Ccjurt.  Colonel  John  Daggett,  of  this 
town,  a  determined  and  resolute  jjatriot,  iuniicdiatcly  issiu'd  orders  to  the 
several  companies  of  the  town  to  furnish  a  certain  lunnber  of  men,  who  being 
collected,  marched,  in  a  bitter  cold  night,  for  the  place  of  Aldis'  residence,  to 
put  a  stop  to  his  business.  They  were  joined  on  tlie  way  by  volunteers  from 
the  neighboring  towns.  'I'lu-y  arrived  late  at  night,  anil  surrounding  his 
house  ordered  him  out.  lie  and  his  associates  who  IkuI  assfnibhMJ  to  de- 
fend him  at  first  attempted  to  resist  with  arms,  thrcatt-ning  to  lire  upon  thfiu 
from  the  windows  and,  assuming  a  tone  of  coiifiih-ncc,  ordcii'd  them  to 
depart.  I'pon  this  the  besiegers  wtTc  directed  to  point  their  guns  towanls  the 
house.     Finding  that    his  opponents  were   in   earnest   and   that   thii-ats  eould 
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not  intimidate  them,  Aklis  at  last  came  out.  He  was  ordered  to  2mll  off  his 
hat,  while  in  the  presence  of  the  people's  soldiers.  Here,  before  the  whole 
company,  he  was  compelled  to  enter  into  an  engagement  not  to  "vend  any 
more  British  goods  during  the  present  unhappy  controversy  between  the  King 
and  his  colonies."  The  prisoner  was  then  released.  The  next  morning  he 
fled  to  Boston,  and  was  never  after  known  in  these  parts. 

The  captains  from  this  town  who  were  engaged  in  this  adventure  were 
Capt.  S.  Richardson,  of  the  Northeast  Company;  Capt.  Moses  "VYilmarth, 
Southeast  Company;  Capt.  Jacob  Ide,  Southwest  Company;  and  Capt. 
Jonathan  Stanley,  Northwest  Company. 

From  a  "  return  of  the  several  Militia  Company's  in  the  Fourth  Regiment  in  the  County  of 
Bristol,"  it  appears  that  John  Daggett  was  Colonel;  Ephraim  Lane,  Lieut.  Colonel;  Isaac 
Dean,  First  Major;  and  Elkanah  Clapp,  Second  Major.  There  were  in  Captain  Ide's  company^ 
"  fiftj-three,  including  officers;  forty-seven  equipped  according  to  law."  In  Captain  Rich- 
ardson's minute-company,  '"sixty-one  including  otficers;  fifty-eight  of  which  are  equipped 
according  to  law;  twenty  with  bayonets  "  (of  the  fifty-eight).  In  Captain  Stanley's  company, 
"fifty-five  including  officers:  whereof  forty-seven  are  equipped  according  to  law."  In  Cap- 
tain Wilmarth's  minute-company,  '•  fifty-six.  whereof  forty-eight  are  equipped  according  to 
law,"  making  a  total  of  two  hundred  and  tweutj-five  men  from  this  town,  besides  the  com- 
mander. The  other  captains  in  the  regiment  were  Benjamin  Mory,  Abial  Clapp,  Job  Hodges, 
.Jabez  Ellis,!  and  William  Stone.  These  captains  and  their  companies  were  from  Mansfield, 
Norton,  and  Easton.  There  were  also  "  four  companies  of  minute-men. including  officers;  two 
hundred  and  twelve :  but  not  yet  incorporated  into  a  regiment."  The  names  of  the  captains 
of  these  companies  are  not  given,  but  they  seem  to  have  been  for  a  time  in  Colonel  Daggett's 
regiment,  or  under  his  command. 

The  "  return  "  closes  as  follows :  — 

The  number  of  training  soldiers  in  the  said  regiment  is  six  hundred  and  twenty-four;  two 
companies  of  which  I  have  not  as  yet  Ijeen  able  to  obtain  the  returns  of  their  reviewing,  but 
may  soon  be  returned. 
To  the  Honorable  Provincial  Congress  at  Concord  assembled, 
from  your 

humble  servant,  John  Daggett,  Col.  of 

said  regiment. 
ASSONETT    EXPEDITION. 

Information  having  been  received  from  the  vigilant  Committees  of  Safety 
that  the  British  had  made  a  deposit  of  arms  and  ammunition  at  Assonett  vil- 
lage—  Freetown  —  for  the  use  of  the  loyalists.  Colonel  Daggett,  of  this  town, 
on  the  9th  of  April,  1775,  undertook  an  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  seizing 
these  arms  and  breaking  up  the  combination  which  had  been  formed  to  favor 
the  royal  cause.  He  was  accompanied  by  the  several  companies  from  this 
town,  with  their  captains,  —  as  before  named,  except  Elisha  May  in  the  room 
of  Jonathan  Stanley,  —  and  by  some  of  the  militia  from  Rehoboth  and  other 
towns.     How  many  others  were  concerned  in  the  adventure  is  not  known. 

They  discovered  forty  stands  of  arms  and  equipments  in  the  possession  of 
the  tories,  together  with  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  the  whole  of  which 


^  Captain  Ellis  was  doubtless  from  this  town  also. 
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■was  taken  by  the  patriots.  All  who  were  suspected  of  favoring  the;  British 
interest  were  required  to  swear  not  to  bear  arms  against  their  country .  Nine 
stanch  tories,  who  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelitj'  to  the  colonies,  were 
made  prisoners  and  put  under  tlie  charrfo  of  tiie  company  from  East  Attle- 
borough,  and  forthwith  marched  to  Taunton.  Here  their  captors  threatened 
to  convey  them  to  Sullivan's  mines  in  Connecticut  if  they  would  not  comply. 
To  avoid  this  alternative  they  at  last  submitted  and  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  their  country.     They  were  tlien  dismissed. 

Tills  victory,  it  is  said,  was  almost  entirely  liloodless.  One  stubborn  tory 
who  refused  to  remove  his  hat  out  of  respect  to  a  liberty  pole  had  it  knocked 
off  by  the  butt  end  of  some  soldier's  musket,  and  a  gash  cut  in  his  head. 

This  expedition  deserves  commemoration  from  the  circumstance  of  its 
having  been  accomplished  previous  to  the  commencement  of  open  hostilities 
in  any  other  part  of  the  country.  It  preceded,  a  few  days,  the  first  scene  in 
the  great  drama  which  opened  on  the  plains  of  Lexington.  It  was  appear- 
ing in  arms,  though  on  a  comparatively  small  scale,  against  the  royal  govern- 
ment. The  patriots  expected  resistance,  and  were  prepared  with  suflicieut 
force  to  meet  it. 

One  writer  says  :  "  Reports  at  the  time  estimated  the  numl)er  of  patriots 
who  then  assembled  at  Assonett  as  two  thousand  men,  but  that  was  probabh* 
an  overestimate,  and  yet,  whether  overestimated  or  not,  the  stubborn  fact 
remains  that  at  Assonett  village  in  Freetown,  instead  of  Lexington,  the 
great  drama  of  the  American  Revolution  was  opened.  Because  Assonett  has 
suffered  wrong  in  this  matter  for  a  hundred  and  ten  years,  is  no  reason  that 
this  wrong  shall  continue  to  be  done  forever,  nor  will  it,  for  truth  is  so 
mighty  that  it  will  ultimately  prevail."  It  is  a  matter  in  which  we  maj'  justly 
take  great  pride  —  that  our  town  took  so  prominent  a  part  in  this  occurrence. 

The  company  of  minute-men,  sixty  in  number,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Jabez  Ellis, — Enoch  Robinson,  lieiiteiuuil,  —  on  the  day  of  the 
battle  of  Lexington  received  orders  to  marcli  instantly  to  Roxbury. 

'•  We  set  out  at  night, •  stopped  a  short  time  at  INIaxcy's,  now  Hatch's 
tavern,  then  went  directly  to  Dedhaiii,  where  we  found  two  tables  Ity  the 
roadside  generously  j)rovided  witli  food  for  the  soldicis  who  iiiiglit  pass  that 
waj'.  thus  arranged  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  dchiy.  We  snatclied  a  hasty 
breakfast  an<l  niarclicfl  on,  reached  Roxbury  about  daylight,  and  were  then 
marched  round  and  round  Roxbury  meetinghouse,  to  make  as  much  show  of 
numbers  as  possibh'  in  view  of  the  Biitish.  Our  company  remained  there 
seven  or  eight  days,  and  tlien  were  permitted  to  return  home." 

Of  one  of  these  soldiers  an  anecdote  was  current  among  the  survivors  of 
that  day  for  many  years.  One  Henry  Kichardson,  of  this  town,  a  l)old  and 
honest  but  hi-iMllcHs  ft-llow,  on  his  way  to   Roxbury  swore    in-  would   have  one 

'  The  clrctiinntant'CA  aru  given  uh  rolulc<l  to  tin-  author  liy  oue  of  tliu  Hurvlx  or". 
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of  the  red-coats  before  he  went  back.  On  his  arrival  at  headquarters,  the 
moment  he  had  opportunity  he  charged  his  long  musket  and,  not  thinking 
with  Falstaff  that  "discretion  is  the  better  part  of  valor,"  coolly  marched 
down  in  front  of  our  lower  guard  and  taking  deliberate  aim  at  the  opposite 
British  sentinel  discharged  his  musket  and  badly  wounded  him,  as  his  com- 
panions were  seen  to  lead  him  off  the  ground  and  his  place  was  supplied  by 
another.  Much  to  his  astonishment,  our  hero  was  immediately  arrested 
(for  doing,  as  he  thought,  so  good  a  service)  and  put  under  guard,  but  on 
the  representations  of  his  friends  was  soon  after  discharged  without  further 
punishment,  in  consideration  of  his  good  intentions.  On  meeting  afterwards 
one  of  his  townsmen,  he  exclaimed  with  exultation  :  "  There,  I  told  you  I  'd 
have  one  of  them  'ere  British  rascals  !  " 

The  same  company  went  down  to  Roxbury  the  day  of  Bunker  Hill  battle 
and  stayed  about  a  fortnight.  "While  there  a  small  party  of  us,"  said  one 
of  them,  "  went  round  to  the  Cambridge  side  to  look  at  the  British,  but  soon 
the  captain  of  a  fort  called  out  to  us,  that  we  had  better  not  go  in  company, 
for  the  enemy  would  see  us  and  fire  at  us  ;  and  sure  enough,  in  a  minute  or 
two,  a  cannon  ball  came  whizzing  along  close  by  us,  and  soon  after,  tliey  sent 
us  a  bomb." 

May  1,  1775.  A  company  of  sixty-four  men  enlisted  for  eight  months 
under  Captain  Caleb  Richardson  in  the  Massachusetts  line,  so  called,  and 
were  statioued  at  Roxbury. 

July,  1776.  Another  company,  principally  from  this  town,  enlisted  for 
five  months  in  the  recruits  called  the  "  New  Levies,"  under  Captain  Caleb 
Richardson  and  Stephen  Richardson  (lieutenant),  —  both  of  Attleborough, 
—  in  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Cary,  of  Middleborough,  under  Brigadier- 
General  Fellowes,  and  did  duty  in  and  about  New  York,  and  were  at  the 
disastrous  retreat  from  Long  Island,  etc.  Captain  Moses  Wilmarth,  though 
he  had  served  as  a  captain  at  home,  yet  from  a  spirit  of  patriotism  entered 
the  service  as  a  private  soldier  in  the  expedition  to  New  York.  He  was 
afterwards  promoted  and  continued,  much  attached  to  the  service,  during  the 
war.  Joel  Read,^  of  this  town,  was  wounded  at  New  York.  Some  of  the 
other  members  of  this  company  were  from  the  neighboring  towns. 

September,  1776.  Another  company  was  raised  —  part  from  Attleborough 
and  part  from  Norton  —  under  Captain  Elisha  May,  of  this  town,  in  the 
regiment  of  Colonel  Thomas  Carpenter,  of  Rehoboth,  and  arrived  at  White 
Plains  before  the  battle. 


1  He  Avas  a  musical  composer,  published  three  "Singing  Books,"  and  was  the  author  of  several 
tunes  which  still  live  in  our  churches.  His  works  were  published  in  connection  with  his  brother, 
Daniel  N.  Warren.  See  in  Head  Genealogy,  p.  252,  sketch  of  his  nephew  Ezra,  who,  in  connection 
with  Alden  Bradford,  had  the  honor  of  first  publishing  the  immortal  works  of  Walter  Scott,  "  the 
great  Wizard  of  the  North,"  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  He  was  living  in  1834  when  the  author's  first 
"  Sketch  "  was  published. 
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In  October.  1777.  a  whole  company  from  this  town  marched  to  Rhode 
Island  under  Captain  Stephen  Richardson  and  sei'vcd  one  month  in  Spencer's 
*'  Secret  Expedition,"  so  called. 

Several  men  from  this  town  were  drafted  in  the  expedition  against  Ticon- 
deroga  in  1776,  who  served  also  at  Saratoga. 

Some  of  our  soldiers  enlisted  for  three  years,  and  others  during  the  war. 

The  above  accounts  do  not  include  the  many  individual  enlistments  into 
the  Continental  army  from  this  town  during  the  war. 

MIMTIA.  UIIODK    ISLAND. 

The  militia  in  this  town  and  the  vicinity  were  subject  to  frequent  drafts  of 
men  (more  or  less)  from  Decem])er,  1776,  until  after  the  evacuation  of  Rhode 
Island.  Drafts  were  made  in  January,  February,  March,  May,  June,  July, 
and  August,  1777,  and  at  many  other  times.  The  men  were  stationed  the 
most  of  the  time  at  Rowland's  Ferry  (Tiverton)  and  at  "Warwick. 

The  British  took  possession  of  Rhode  Island  in  December,  1776,  and  kept 
the  surrounding  country  in  a  continual  state  of  alarm.  They  occupied  it 
iibove  two  years. 

■  General  Sullivan  during  his  expedition  to  Rhode  Island  requested  the  gov- 
ernment of  Massachusetts  to  send  him  a  reinforcement  in  consequence  of 
the  French  forces  having  abandoned  him.  In  compliance  with  this  request 
the  following  orders  were  issued  by  the  Council  of  this  State,  directing  Colonel 
Daggett  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  (including  then,  as  still  in  1.^34,  Attle- 
borough,  Mansfield,  Norton,  and  Kaston)  to  take  charge  of  the  detachment: 

State  of  Massachuskxts  Bay. 

Council  Chambf.h,  Aug.  ISrii.  ITTS. 

AVhereiis,  Major  Genonil  Sullivan  has  represented  to  this  Board  tliat  Ity  reason  of  the 
absence  of  the  French  troojis,  which  he  expected  would  co-operate  with  hiiu.  he  is  in  i>ressing 
need  of  reinforcements,  therefore, 

Ordered,  tliat  the  followinj^  colonels  l)e  and  herehy  are  directed  to  detach  from  their 
re>pective  rejjiments  the  several  numbers  of  men  liereafter  mentioned,  and  form  them  into 
companies  of  sixty-eijrht  men  each,  including;  one  captain,  two  sui)alterns.  four  serireanls,  four 
corporals,  one  drummer,  and  one  tifer,  and  see  that  they  be  opiipped,  armed,  and  accoutred 
as  tlie  law  ilirects,  and  onler  them  to  march  immediately  to  tin;  island  of  Hhode  island,  and 
there  to  do  duty  <lurinf<  the  campaign  on  said  island,  — viz:  From  Col.  Hawes'  regiment,  one 
hundred  and  tifty  men,  including  otlicers,  and  one  major;  from  Col.  Carpenter's  regiment 
one  hundreil  and  tifty  men,  including  otlicct-s;  from  Col.  Daggett's  regiment,  one  hundnid  and 
fifty  niun.  including'  otHcers,  and  one  colonel;  from  CdI.  Hathaway's  reginient,  one  hundred 
nml  fifty  men,  in<luding  otlicers,  and  one  lieutenant-colonel;  from  Col.  Sproat's  regiment,  one 
hundred  and  tifty  men,  inchnling  ollicer>;  from  ('<d.  Williams'  rci;imenl,<)nc  hundred  and  lifty 
men.  including  otlicers. 

And  make  return  to  the  Council  witlmut  lo«s  of  time. 
A  true lopy. 

Attest:  .lohn  Avery.  Dy.  .Sec'y. 

In  obedience  to  these  orders  a  regiment  consisting  of  nine  iiinnlred  men 
was    formed    out  of  the  several   regiments  above  named,  whidi  repaired  to 
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Rhode  Island,  and  served  under  the  eomiuaud  of  Colonel  Daggett,  of  this  town, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign.  The  company  furnished  by  this  town 
as  its  quota  under  this  levy  was  commanded  by  Captain  Caleb  Richardson. 
It  was  on  the  island  at  the  time  of  the  battle,  and  was  partially  engaged  in 
it.  Two  men  from  this  town  who  had  belonged  to  the  Continental  army  were 
killed  in  that  action;  namely,  Larned  Hall  and  one  John  Dwyer  (or  Dyer), 
formerly  of  Rehoboth. 

Colonel  Daggett  also  commanded  the  regiment  (of  which  this  town  fur- 
nished a  portion)  from  Bristol  county  in  Spencer's  expedition.  This  regi- 
ment was  supplied  by  alternate  drafts  from  the  companies  in  the  northerly 
and  middle  parts  of  the  county. 

During  the  occupation  of  the  island  by  the  British,  as  before  observed,  the 
militia  from  all  the  towns  in  the  vicinity  were  frequently  called  upon  to 
defend  the  shore,  as  constant  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  the 
enemy  would  attempt  to  land.  Attempts  were  indeed  often  made,  but  as 
often  failed.  Orders  would  sometimes  come  for  all  the  militia  to  appear  at 
some  place  near  the  island.  All  hands  would  accordingly  muster  (whether 
by  night  or  day),  and  make  all  haste  for  the  scene  of  parade.  They  were 
sometimes  thus  detained  a  week,  three  weeks,  and  even  six  weeks  at  a  time. 
On  the  appearance  of  a  sufficient  force  the  enemy  would  for  the  time  relin- 
quish their  design,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  militia  obtain  leave  to  go  home. 
But  sometimes  before  they  arrived  home  orders  would  come  for  their  imme- 
diate return.  The  yeomanry  were  thus  often  obliged  to  leave  the  plow  in  the 
furrow,  the  mown  hay  untouched,  and  the  harvest  rotting  in  the  field. 

ANECDOTE    OF    FAYETTE. 

While  Sullivan  was  retreating  from  the  island,  Fayette,  who  brought  up  the 
rear,  just  as  he  was  leaving  the  field  espied  a  pickaxe  belonging  to  the 
American  army  which  had  been  accidentally  left  on  the  ground.  He  instantly 
went  back,  dismounted,  and  picked  it  up,  exclaiming  in  broken  English  as 
he  rode  off  with  it  on  his  shoulder,  "  They  sha'n't  have  de  pickaxe  !  "  * 

The  cannonade,  which  was  heavy,  between  the  two  armies,  was  distinctly 
heard  and  felt  in  this  town,  and  produced  extreme  anxietv  in  every  family. 

The  time  of  Bunker  Hill  battle  was  likewise  a  day  of  solemn  feeling  and 
fearful  expectation.  The  cannonade  was  distinctly  heard  at  this  distance 
—  thirty-five  miles  —  and  the  occasion  of  it  was  fully  recognized.  It  was  so 
heavy  as  to  shake  the  windows  in  the  houses  and  the  plates  upon  the  shelves. 
The  earth  trembled  as  in  the  heaviest  thunder.  The  town  was  almost 
deserted  by  all  able  to  bear  arms.  Women  were  in  tears  for  the  fate  of 
fathers,  husbands,  and  brothers  who  had  gone  to  the  scene  of  action. 

From  the   preceding   account  of   the  civil   transactions   and   the   militarv 


'  This  anecdote  was  told  the  author  by  Dr.  Billings,  surgeon  in  the  American  army. 
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services  of  this  town,  it  appears  satisfactorily  tiiat  our  citizens  furnished  their 
full  proportion  to  the  ranks  of  the  patriot  army  and  did  their  duty  faithfully 
in  the  day  of  trial. 

In  reviewing  the  proceedings  in  that  contest  which  agitated  the  country 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  one  thing  struck  me  as 
worthy  of  remark  (though  not  particularly  noticed  by  historians)  :  that  the 
citizens  of  this  State  generally,  the  people  as  a  body,  felt  a  deeper  interest, 
took  a  more  active  part,  and  exerted  a  more  direct  influence  in  the  transac- 
tions of  the  day,  than  the  lyeople  of  any  other  State.  The  whole  mass  of 
our  citizens  seemed  to  be  acting  in  concert,  animated  with  one  spirit  and  in 
pursuit  of  one  object.  Other  States  were  indeed  as  zealously  engaged  in  the 
o-reat  work,  but  it  was  rather  through  the  legislature  or  the  government  than 
by  the  direct  influence  of  the  people.  But  the  citizens  of  this  State  entrusted 
it  not  to  a  few  leaders  or  to  any  body  of  men  to  vindicate  their  violated 
rio-hts ;  they  were  willing  to  do  their  part  and  to  bear  the  burden  themselves. 
Everv  town  and  almost  every  individual  felt  it  a  duty  to  put  forth  an  efiort  in 
the  cause. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  men  from  this  town  who  served  in  the 
army  during  the  Revolution.  They  are  taken  from  the  "  Muster  Rolls"  and 
"Pay  Rolls  of  the  Revolution,"  in  the  Secretary's  Library  in  the  State 
House,  Boston,  and  the  lists  comprise  probably  (ill  who  served.' 

Muster  Roll  -  for  the  coinpany  called  on  account  of  the  alarm  in  Ajiril,  1775. 


Moses  Wiimarth,  Caiitain, 
Nathaniel  Bishop,  1st.  Lt. 
Caleb  Hichardson.  2d.  Lt. 
Elijah  Barrows,         i 
Thomas  Sweet, 
Zephaniali  Bishop, 
Obadiali  Carpenter, 
Daniel  Wiimarth,  ) 
Gideon  Sweet,         J   ^^^' 
Abial  DiiMliam,  Drummer, 
Jediah  Bidiardson,  Kifer, 
Comfort  Moore, 
Nath'  Clallin, 
Confider  Brown. 
Noah  Cooper, 
Thomas  <  ooper, 
Daniel  Clallin, 
John  Foster, 


Joseph  French, 
Jonathan  Follet, 
Achos  'i  Jliint, 
Enoch  Hunt, 
Elijah  Jones, 
Abel  ^Martin. 
Isaac  Perry,  (i'arey) 
Eben''  Kobinson, 
Arunah  Sheiiardson, 
Wm.  Starkey. 
John  Tyler,  Jun. 
Ephraim  Tripp, 
John  Tyler, 
Robert  Titus. 
Benoni  Wiimarth, 
Abislia  Washl»orn, 
Moses  Pike  ( I'iek), 
Daniel  Tillany, 
Peter  Thaeher. 


Jtth  Company  in  41  h  Ue^'iment,  Col.  John  Dagyell. 


'  Tlie  editor  deemed  It  l>est  to  jdare  these  names  nftor  tin;  author's  account  of  the  war—  leaving 
that  almost  entirely  as  hi;  had  previously  prepareil  It  — Instead  of  alteniptlnK  to  jflve  the  companies, 
or  (larts  of  companlen,  directly  after  the  references  to  their  Hcrvlces  as  mudo  liy  hini. 

'  .See  Mhh.  IlolU  <>/  Jlev.,  vol.  13,  p.  189. 
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Caleb  Richardson's  Co.i  iu  Col.  Timothy  'Walker's  Ref?.    April  24th  to  Aug.  1775  in  service. 


Ser. 


Cor. 


Caleb  Richardson,  Captain, 

Enoch  Robinson,  Lieut. 

Solomon  Standly,  Ensign, 

John  Robinson,         ■] 

Lemuel  Whiting, 

Daniel  Richardson, 

John  Tyler, 

Joel  Read,  ^ 

Joseph  Sterns,  i 

Gideon  Sweet,    ( 

Eliphaz  Healy,  J 

Stephen  Richardson,  Drummer, 

Caleb  Richardson,  Fifer, 

Henry  Alexander, 

Preserved  Alger, 

David  Alverson, 

Gideon  Bishop, 

Comfort  Bishop , 

Jonathan  Blackinton, 

Abial  Brown, 

Joseph  Cummings, 

John  Daggett, 

John  Drown, 

Elijah  Daggett, 

Abner  Daggett, 

Samuel  Draper, 

Jeremiah  Everet, 

Lemuel  Everet, 

Penuel  Everet, 

Ebenr  Fuller, 

Thomas  Freeman, 


Zebulon  Freeman, 
James  Freerhan, 
Joseph  Fuller, 
Rufus  Gary, 
Daniel  Huse, 
Larned  Hall, 
Enoch  Hunt, 
Henry  Joslin, 
Amos  Jilson, 
Amaziah  .Jilson, 
John  Ide, 
Wm.  Luce, 
Samuel  Luscomb, 
Comfort  Martin, 
George  Neal, 
Hezekiah  Peck, 
Benj.  Richardson, 
Benj.  Stanley, 
Nathaniel  Sweet, 
John  Tiffany, 
Xoah  Tiffany, 
Peter  Thacher, 
James  Tripp, 
Ephraim  Tripp, 
Thomas  Tiffany, 
Eben"^  Wilmarth, 
Moses  Walcot, 
Wm.  Woodcock, 
Jonathan  Woodcock, 
Wm.  Pilse, 
Zephaniah  Rose. 


Men  from  town  in  Capt.  Moses  Knap's  C0.2  Col.  Joseph  Read's  Reg.  in  service  from  Apr. 
27th,  to  Aug.  1775. 


Benj.  Capron,  2d.  Lieut. 
Samuel  Tiffany, 
Seth  Richardson, 
Elias  Bolkcom, 
David  Bolkcom, 


J 


Cor. 


Daniel  Bolkcom, 
Aaron  Cutting, 
Elijah  Fisher, 
Thomas  Xorton, 
John  Stearns,  (Searns) 
Samuel  Woodcock. 


In  Capt.  James  Perry's  Co.3  in  service  Oct.  6,  1775. 


Allines  Claflin, 
Aruna  Shepardson, 


Benj.  Read, 
John  Sweet. 


The  following  company  of  minute-men  were  called  out  Jan.  5th,  1776,  and  marched  thirty- 
five  miles. 


Jabez  Ellis,  Capt. 
Samuel  Robinson,  1st.  Lt. 
Elisha  May,  1st.  Lt. 
Enoch  Robinson,  2d.  Lt. 


Lemuel  Everitt, 

(illeg.)  Fuller, 

„       Fuller, 

„       Fuller, 


» See  Mus.  Rolls,  vol.  16,  p.  12. 
Rolls,  vol.  5C,  p.  192. 


2  See  Mus.  Rolls,  vol.  56,  p.  113,  and  vol.  15,  p.  il.       'See  Mus. 
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>  Ser. 


Geo.  Robinson.  2d.  Lt. 
Beni.  Tingley, 
Daniel  Da>,M,'Ott. 
Leiuiiel  Whiting,  i 
Elisbii  Daggett.     J 
Aaron  Barrows,  -i 

Jeze  (Jesse?)  lugraham,  I 
Eliphalet  Holmes.  | 

Joseph  Sterns.  J 

Sam.  Tingley,  Drummer, 
Henry  Alexander, 
John  Alexander. 
Preserved  Alger. 
Josiah  Allen, 
Phillip  Allen, 
Simeon  Bates, 
Sam.  Bluise?  (al.  illeg.) 
Stephen  Barrows?  (illeg.) 
Sam.  Blackinton, 
Reuben  Bates. 
Nathan  Bishop. 
Oliver  Blackinton. 
Joseph  Cummiugs, 
Stephen  Clatbu?  (illeg.) 
Amos  Carpenter, 
Reuben  Carpenter, 
Ezekiel  Carpenter, 
(illeg.)  Carpenter, 
Eben""  Draper, 
Ichabod  Daggett, 
(illeg.)  Ellis, 
John  Sweet, 
■\Vm.  Sweetland, 
Solomon  Stanley, 
Gideon  Stanley, 
Samuel  Stanley, 
Bowen  Sweetland, 
Robert  Swan, 
Eben"^  Tyhir, 
Nathan  Tingley, 
Arunidi  Tingley, 


Cor. 


Jabez  (iay, 
Joseph  Guild, 
(illeg.)  Robinson, 
(entire  name  illeg.) 
Nathan  Tyler, 
David  Ilutchins, 
Daniel  Hews. 
Resolved  Ilealey, 
Eliphaz  Healey, 
Jacob  Ide, 
Comfort  Ingraham, 
Amos  Ide. 
'i'imotliy  Ide, 
Aniaziah  Jillson, 
Mm.  Lewis, 
IIez(;kiah  Lane 
Samuel  Liseome, 
Benj.  Maxcy, 
Eben  Maxey, 
Samuel  Newell, 
Josiah  Pidge, 
David  Pidge, 
Wm.  Pike. 
Thomas  Quindley, 
David  Read. 
Hervey  Richardson, 
David  Richardson, 
Ezekiel  Robinson, 
Joel  Read, 
Jonathan  Read, 
Samu('l  Slack,--' 
Eben  Tirtany, 
Nathaniel  Woodcock, 
Samui'l  Whiting. 
David  Whiting, 
Mioses  Walcut. 
Phineas  Clallin. 
Jal)ez  I'itcher, 
Al)ner  Daggett, 
Klii)haz  Day, 
Elijah  Daggett, 
John  Draiicr. 


The  following  is   Ca|)t.  Stephen    Richardson'^   cumpaiiy  ul    n:imite-men.     Al  what  special 
times  they  served  the  inii>Ier  ri>ll  does  not  show. 


Steidieii  Richardson,  <  apt. 
Alexander  Kost4?r,  I^ieul. 
Michel  Sweet.  Ensign, 
Sheribiah  Cobb,  -, 

Elijah  <  ai)ron.  \ 

Abiathar  Richardson,  f  ''''''"■ 
I>iivid  \\'.»odc()ck.         J 


(ieorge  Hull, 
Thomas  Horlon. 
.lohn  Ricjiardsiin. 
Thunias  l{i<hardson, 
Benj.  Kichardson, 
Selh  Richardson. 
Zcphaiiiali  Ko^e. 


'  Sec  Mu».  Ill-lit,  vol.  12,  \>.  87. 
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John  Eobinson,        i 
Joseph  Foster,  j 

Daniel  Richardson,  f  ^^^' 
Tboiuas  Wilmarth,  J 
Nathaniel  Eobinson,  Drummer, 
Elijah  Bolkcom,  Filer, 
Wm.  Bolkcom, 
Benj.  Capron, 
John  Daggett,  Jr. 
Peter  Fisher, 
David  Foster, 
Eufus  Gavy, 
Comfort  Martin, 


Benj.  Starker, 
Nathaniel  Sweet, 
Hoseali  Tiffany, 
John  Tiffany 
Noah  Tiffany 
Samuel  Tiffany, 
John  Woodcock, 
Ebenr  Wilmarth, 
Eliphalet  Wilmarth, 
Amos  "Wilmarth, 
John  "Wilkinson, 
Jonathan  Woodcock, 
Zachariah  White.i 


Muster  roll  of  Capt.  Eichardson's  Co.^  that  marched  into  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  —  part 
of  the  militia  of  Attleborough  —  "  to  hold  the  line  till  men  could  be  raised  for  two  months  for 
that  purpose."  It  was  completed  Apr.  •21st,  1777,  and  continued  in  service  until  May  25th. 
including  time  to  travel  home  at  twenty  miles  per  day.    The  private's  pay  was  £1  13s.  4d.  each. 

Stephen  Eichardson,  Capt. 
Enoch  Eobinson,  Lieut. 
Benj.  Tingley.  Lieut. 


Wm.  Sweetland,  i 


}  Ser, 
I 

J 

1 
I 
^  Cor. 


Amos  Ide, 
Noah  Tiffany, 
Isaac  Perry, 
Elijah  Daggett, 
Daniel  Hews, 
Hosea  Tiffany, 
Thomas  French,  J 
Stephen  Fuller,  Drummer, 
Benj.  Willmarth,  Fifer, 
David  Bolkcom, 
Lamech  Blanding, 
Comfort  Bates, 
Jonathan  Blackinton, 
Othniel  Blackinton, 
Joseph  Capron, 
Wm.  Carpenter, 
David  Cooper, 
Daviny  ?  Daggett, 
Solomon  Dunham, 
John  Draper. 
Joel  Ellis, 
Penuel  Everit, 
Levy  Everit, 
Wm.  Tiffanv, 


Thos.  French,  Jr. 
William  Freeman, 
Jabez  Gay, 
Isaac  Ide. 
Oliver  Jillson, 
Isaac  Jackson, 
Hezekiah  Lane, 
Hezekiah  Peck, 
Jesse  Eichard.s, 
Noah  Eobinson, 
Benj.  Eead, 
Daniel  Eead, 
Gideon  Stanley, 
George  Starkey, 
Bowin  S%yeetland, 
Abel  Titus. 
Zelotis  Tyler, 
Ebenr  Tyler. 
Ebenr  Tyler,  Jr. 
Hezekiah  Tiffany, 
Benj.  Tripp, 
James  Tripp, 
James  Orn. 
Silas  Wood. 
Jonathan  AVilhnarth, 
Amos  Willmarth, 
Benj.  Woodcock. 


List  of  Capt.  Caleb  Eicharason's  Co.  in  Col.  Dauforth's.  Eeg.  for  the  bounty  granted  by  the 
General  Court  June  27th,  1777,  —  the  bounty  being  apparently  £3  a  month. 

Noah  Tiffany,  Nehemiah  Briggs, 

Lawrence  M.  South,  Abiah  Fuller, 

Samuel  Munro,  John  Caswell. 

Noah  Eobinson,  John  Emerson. 


'  See  Mus.  Rolls,  vol.  13,  p.  69.       2  see  Mtis.  Rolls,  vol.  3,  ps.  89  and  92. 
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Wni.  Hojikin?, 
Laraih  ?  Bhuuling, 
(illes:.)  Liiikon, 
David  Fuller. 
Simeon  Cro>snian. 
John  M.  South. 
Abel  Pain. 
Charles  Fintlly. 
Elisha  Williams, 
Richard  Clark. 
Theopbilus  Chirk. 
Benj.  Medberry, 
Jacob  Linkon, 
Lewis  M.  South, 
Matthew  Maoomber, 
Thomas  Andrews, 
Ebenr  Read. 


Abel  Medberry, 
Aaron  Gofl", 
Abel  Gotr. 
Samuel  Roen, 
Ilezekiah  Titlany, 
Jacob  Cummins, 
Elisha  Hall, 
Benj.  Cummins, 
Israel  Jackson, 
Caleb  Richardson,  Jr. 
Abial  Tripp, 
Zclotus  Tyler, 
Samuel  Freeman, 
Boen  Sweet  land, 
Paul  Pratt, 
Silvester  Linkon, 
Samuel  Hoskins, 
Preserved  Hoskins. 


A  list  of  the  company  i  that  marched  from  this  town  on  a  secret  expedition  under  the 
command  of  Col.  Geo.  Williams,  from  Sept.  25th,  to  Oct  29th,  1777,  one  month  and  six  days. 
includiuL'  two  days  for  return  home.    Captain's  name  not  given. 


Ser. 


Joel  Read, 
Hosea  Titfany, 
Eliphaz  Heley, 
Arunah  Shepardson,  J 
Ebenr  Dunham,  Drummer, 
Israel  Bates, 
Simon  Barrows, 
Comfort  Barrows, 
Thomas  Barden, 
Elias  Bolkcom, 
Ebenezer  Bacon, 
Oliver  Blackinton, 
Comfort  Bates, 
Daniel  Blanding, 
Jesse  Briggs, 
William  Barrows, 
Joseph  Cushman, 
Joseph  Capron, 
Daniel  Claflin, 
Zebelon  Cutting, 
David  Cooper, 
Loammi  Day, 
Wm.  Carpenter, 
Joab  Daggett, 
Nathaniel  Drown, 
Joseph  Daggett, 
Daviny  Daggett, 
Ephruim  Dean, 
Solomon  Dunham, 
Joel  Ellis, 
Noah  Fuller. 


Cor. 


Daniel  Hews, 
Thomas  Tiflfany, 
Herbert  Maim, 
Thomas  French,  J 
Benj.  Wilmarth,  Fifer, 
Nathaniel  Jillson, 
Daniel  Lane. 
Comfort  THoore, 
Job  Martin, 
James  Orn, 
David  Pidge, 
Jabez  Pitcher, 
Caleb  Parm(en)ter, 
Isaac  Perry, 
Wra.  Pulling, 
Daniel  Read. 
Ephraim  Read, 
Thomas  Richardson, 
Seth  Ri<hard>on, 
Zephaniah  Rose, 
Michel  Riley, 
Henry  Richardson, 
Jonathan  Read, 
Joseph  Steiirns, 
Jeremiah  Scott, 
Amos  Sfarkey, 
Thomas  Starkey, 
Daniel  Stanley, 
Sanniel  Stanley, 
Clark  Sweetlund, 
Stephen  Sweetland, 


>  See  yfu*.  /{oils,  vol.  3,  |>.  bi. 
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Samuel  Fuller,  Zebadiah  Sweet, 

Abial  Fisher,  John  Tiffany, 

Ebeni-  Fuller,  Ephralni  Tripp, 

Jonathan  Fuller,  Benj.  Tripp, 

Thomas  French,  Jr.  Philip  Thare,  (Thayer?) 

Ebeuezer  Guild,  Abisha  Town, 

Amos  Ide,  Ebenezer  Tyler, 

Georo;e  Ide,  Elijah  Wellman, 

Isaac  Ide,  Eliphlet  Wilraarth, 

Elijah  Jones,  Benj.  Woodcock, 

Oliver  Jillson,  Jesse  Ide, 

Daniel  Tiffany. 

Capt.  Sam.  Robinson's  company  i  of  militia  raised  for  twenty-one  days,  for  duty  in  Col. 
"Wade's  regiment,  from  July  21st,  1778.  Other  members  of  this  company  were  from  adjoining 
towns. 

Sam.  Robinson,  Capt.  Lumy  Foster, 

Wm.  Sweetland,  Ser.  Alnal  Freeman, 

Jacob  Frieze,        -j  AVilliam  Foster, 

Daniel  Claflin,       I  Cor.  Eben-- Guild, 


William  Thomas,  J  John  Gooding, 

Benj.  Wilmarth,  Fifer,  •  George  Ide, 

Philip  Allen,  Edward  Richards, 

Othniel  Blackinton,  Noah  Robinson, 

David  Bolkcom,  Obed  Robinson, 

Benj.  Barrows,  Joel  Read, 

Nathaniel  Bowen,  John  Sweetland, 

William  Carpenter,  2d.  Bowen  Sweetland, 

Asa  Daggett,  Eben-"  Tyler, 

Darius  Daggett,  Jonathan  Wilmarth, 

Abial  Dunham,  Stephen  Wilmarth, 

Alex.  Foster,  Eben.r  Wellman, 

Machael  Sweet. 

Capt.  Alex.  Foster's  company,"^  in  Col.  Thomas  Carpenter's  regiment  from  the  Mass.  Bay,  in 
the  campaign  at  Rhode  Island,  from  July  27th  to  Aug.  12th,  1778,  including  time  to  return 
home.  Service  for  seventeen  days,  "  Due  for  the  time  of  service  and  travel,  to  each  private, 
£2.  16s.  8d."    The  Courts  provided  additional  wages  £5  per  month. 

Alex.  Foster,  Capt.  Joseph  Foster, 

William  Swetland,  Lieut.  Daniel  Willmarth,  , 

/■  Cor 
Daniel  Richardson,  Lieut.  Daniel  Hews.  fy^^i- 

Thomas  Sweet,      ^  Sanmel  Guild,         J 

David  Woodcock,  l  Ser.  George  Hely,  Fifer, 

Eliphalet  Holmes,)  Phillip  Allen,  Private, 

Levi  Stanley,  Drummer,  Philbrook  Barrows, 

Ephraim  Allen,  Ichabod  Ide, 

Christopher  Bowing,  Levi  Gilson, 

Simon  Barrows,  Levi  Ide, 

Jacob  Bates,  Joel  Metcalf, 

Benjamin  Blackington,  Herbert  Mann, 

Noah  Blanding,  Daniel  Martin, 

Solomon  Bates,  James  Orne, 

William  Carpenter,  Henry  Peck, 


'  See  Mus.  JioUs,  vol.  3,  p.  106.       2  See  Mus.  Bolls,  vol.  2,  p.  21. 
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Xflieiniali  Clatlaiul. 
Beiij"  Capron, 
Joseph  Caprou, 
David  Cuimuing?, 
Joal>  DaKsrctt. 
Jolin  Draper. 
Anio?  Daiigett, 
Joel  Ellis. 
David  Fisher, 
Joseph  Fuller, 
Thomas  French, 
Ebeiu  Guild, 
Samuel  Holmes, 
Israel  Hatch, 
George  Ide, 
Isaac  Ide, 


Isaac  Perry, 
Daniel  Read. 
Henry  Sweet, 
John  Streeter, 
James  Sweetlaud, 
Thomas  Starkey, 
Samuel  Stanley, 
John  Sprague, 
Ebeu''  Swan, 
David  Smith, 
Joseph  Sterns, 
Zelotas  Tyler, 
Othniel  Tyler, 
Peter  Thaeher. 
Robert  Titus. 
Eliphalet  Wilmarth. 
Jonathan  Woodcock. 


Capt.  Sam.  Robinson's  Co.i  in  Col.  Josiah  Whitney's  Reg.  raised  for  six  weeks,  from  July 
29th.  1778.  Beyond  wages  they  were  to  receive  a  day's  pay  for  every  twenty  miles  on  the 
return  home.    There  were  doubtless  men  in  this  company  from  surrounding  towns. 


Sam.  Robinson,  Capt. 

David  Huchins  (Hoskins),  Ser. 

Hosea  Tiflany,  Ser. 

Comfort  Bates, 

Asa  Dean, 

Jesse  Ide, 

Benj.  Stanley, 

Nathan  Richards, 


Enoch  Robinson,  Lieut. 
Jabez  Gay,  Cor. 
David  Bolkcom, 
Joseph  Daggett. 
Abisha  I'own, 
Samuel  TitVany, 
Enoch  Hunt, 
Jonathan  Woodcock, 
John  Fisher. 


Capt.  Elisha  May's  Co.-  in  Col.  John  Daggett's  Reg.  from  Auu'.  23rd,  177S.  to  Sept.  2d, 
following,  and  two  days  to  return  home.  Discharged  Sept.  2(1,  1778.  Amount  i>t"  private's 
wages,  £2  per  month,  captain's,  £12. 


Elisba  May,  Capt. 
Alex.  Foster.  Lieut. 
Benj.  Maxcy.  Lieut. 
Zephaniah  Bishop,    •) 
Ste])hen  Draper, 
Ai 

Thom: 
Ephraiu)  Mall,  Cor. 
Peter  Head, 
Wm.  Barrows, 
Peter  Blai-kiiigton, 
.Joseph  <  'u>liman, 
Oliver  Whittaker. 


indrew  Bourn,         f 
'liomas  Wilmarth,  J 


Ser. 


Edmond  Carpenter, 
Janujs  Cobb, 
Loammi  Day, 
Daniel  Daggett, 
Joel  Fisher, 
Solomon  Stanley, 
.John  (luding. 
He/.ekiah  Round, 
Ebenezer  Robinson, 
Benj.  Rieliardson. 
Amos  Sweet. 
Ji>iin  Tyler, 
William  Stanley.       Ephraim  Allen. 

Soldiers  from  this  town  in  Capt.  Joseph  Franklin's  Co.-'  in  Col.  Nathan  Tyler's  Reg.  stationeil 
at  Rhode  Island  for  the  four  months,  Sept.,  Oct.,  Nov..  Dec,  1770.  The  ])ay  of  these  men  for 
Dec.  seems  to  have  been  £10.  13s.  4d.  l<-ss  than  £2  per  man.  They  were  discharged  Dec.  31st. 
William  Foster,  Drummer,  Seth  Cnpron,  Fifer, 

Thomas  Barden.  Oliver  (iillson, 

Abial  Dunham,  .lohn  I'ullin. 


•See  Mus.  II<>Um,  vol.  3,  p.  Kt". 
58,  .'M. 


'.See  I'ftji  lluUt,  vol.  4,  pH.  20",  'Ids.        -^  See  I'tiy  /lolls,  vol.  4,  ps.  51, 
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Capr-  Samuel  Robinson's  Co.,i  Col.  Is 
Theyl.  I-,  on  the  morning  of  July  31st, 

Mos'  lel  Robinson,  Capt. 
Zepti""  Tyler,  Lieut. 
Thoriaz  Day,  Dit. 
Obac'r  Read,  Clerk, 
AbiaJuiah  Tngrabam,  ^ 
Elija'  e\v  Bourn, 


1 


"o.'ib  Morse, 
Jacob  Ide, 
Amos  Ide, 
David  Pidge, 
Daniel  Lane, 
Samuel  Tingley, 
Naamau  Bishop, 
Benj.  Barrows, 
James  Bates, 
Beuaih  Barrows, 
Reuben  Bates, 
Abraham  Cummins, 
Amos  Carpenter, 
Ezekiel  Carpenter, 
Phinehas  Claflen, 
Loammi  Day, 
Abial  Fuller, 
Ebenr  Fuller, 
Wm.  Freeman, 
Darias  Fuller, 


!>  Ser. 


Cor. 


aac  Deane's  Reg.,  that  marched  on  the  alarm,  to  Tiver- 
1780. 

Gilbert  Grant, 
Elisha  Hall, 
Ebenr  Hutchins, 
Amos  Humphrey, 
John  Ide, 
Daniel  Gilson, 
Levi  Gilson, 
Sanuiel  Liscomb, 
Joseph  B.  Laland, 
Samuel  Read, 
Ephraim  Read, 
William  Read, 
John  Sweeting, 
Nathan  Tingley, 
Simeon  Titus, 
Ebenr  Tilfany, 
Walter  Tyler, 
Samuel  Tyler, 
Elisha  Welman, 
John  Welman, 
Thomas  Witherton, 
Abial  Brown, 
Jupiter  Free, 
Joseph  Fuller, 
Oliver  Carpenter, 
Samuel  Blackinton, 
Wm,  Everitt. 


Members  of  a  company  -  raised  in  town  in  July,  1780,  for  six  months. 


Wm,  Bradford, 
Timothy  Freeman, 
Levi  Blackinton, 
Levi Ide, 
Silas  Richardson, 
Penuel  Everitt, 
Eliphalet  Gay, 
Abial  Freeman, 
Otis  Robinson, 
Josiah. Bacon, 
David  Robinson, 
Levi  Chaftee, 
Obed  Robinson. 
John  Pullin, 
Benj,  Sweetland, 
Phillip  Allen, 


Wm,  Newell, 
Peter  Blackinton, 
William  Tyler, 
Hezekiah  Tittany, 
Elijah  Fisher, 
Daniel  Hewes, 
Aaron  Cutting, 
Joseph  Cushman, 
Reuben  Ide, 
Nathan  Hatch, 
Abial  Tripp, 
Levi  Maxcy, 
Jonathan  Wilmarth, 
Thomas  French, 
Joseph  Bishop, 
David  Dunuels. 


The  following  is  the  fourth  time  that  Samuel  Robiusou  served  as  captain 
during  the  war,  in  response  to  the  many  special  calls  for  ti'oops  in  this 
vicinity.     He  was  the  only  one  from  the  town  who  served  in  that  capacity 


1  See  Pay  Rolls,  vol.  3,  p.  110,       2  gge  Mus.  Rolls,  vol,  4,  p,  11, 


142 


A    SKETCH   OF    THE 


SO  many  times.     Three  —  Moses  AVilmarth,  Caleb  Richardson,  and  Ste 
Richardson  —  each  served  twice,  and  the  other  named  captains  once. 


Ciipt.  Sam.  Robinson's  Co.^  in  Col.  Isaac  Deane's  Reg.  for  service  in  R.  I.  in  1781.    Man 
March  6th.  discharged  March  14th,  "  in  the  evening."    Privates  received  ITs.  8d.  each. 


Ser. 


Sanuicl  Robinson,  Capt. 

Win.  Tirtany.  -| 

Hezekiah  TitVany, 

"Wni.  Uradford. 

David  Robinson. 

Obed  Ivobinsou.  Drummer, 

Welcome  Capron,  Private, 

Edmond  Carpenter, 

Otis  Capron, 

Phineas  Clatien, 

Calviu  Freeman, 

Eben""  Read, 

Wm.  Biackinton. 

Levi  Biackinton, 

Benj.  Daggett, 

Benj.  Barrows, 

Ebenr  Hutchins, 

John  Guild, 

Leonard  Daggett, 


Daniel  Richardson,  Lt. 
Abial  Tripp,  i 

Otis  Robinson, 
Wm.  Tyler, 
Solomon  Dunham,  . 
Seth  Capron,  Fifer, 
Ephraini  Gay, 
Abiah  Pitclier, 
Eben>-  Tirtauy. 
William  George, 
James  Bates, 
Thomas  Witherton, 
Joel  Rol)inson, 
Beniah  Barrows, 
William  May, 
Josiah  Bacon, 
Walter  Tyler, 
James  Cutting, 
Daniel  Daggett, 
Samuel  Daggett. 


Cor. 


Another  company,  under  Capt.  Enoch  Robinson,'-  in  Col.  Isaac  Deane's  regiment,  seems  to 
have  marched  on  the  alarm  to  Tiverton.  They  had  ten  days  service,  from  July  31st,  to  Aug. 
8th,  1780.    Privates'  pay  about  5s.  per  day. 


Enoch  Robinson,  Capt. 

Moses  Walcoi,     \ 

Benj.  Sweetland,  >Ser. 

Joseph  Guild,      J 

Roial  (Royal?)  Stanley,  Drummer, 

Josiah  Allen, 

George  Biackinton, 

Oliver  Biackinton, 

Zeriaj  ?  Bates, 

John  Demon, 

Epliraim  Dean, 

Wm.  Freeman, 

ElipliaUt  Holmes, 

Stephen  Fuller, 

EbeneztT  Guild. 

William  (iay, 

Natlian  Tucker, 

Abisha  Town. 

Penticost  AValcot, 

Duvid  Smith, 

William  Sweetland. 


Daniel  Daggett,  Lieut. 
Eben""  Bacon,       ^ 
Jesse  Richards,    i  Cor. 
Stephen  Draper,  J 
Benj.  Ide, 
John  Mullin, 
William  May, 
Samuel  Newell, 
Jeames  Orn, 
Jacob  Perry, 
James  Pullin, 
David  l{obbins, 
Samuel  Stanley, 
Jesse  Slanlcy, 
Stephen  Sweetland, 
William  Sweetland, 
David  Whiting, 
Ichal)()d  I>aggett, 
Henry  Alexander, 
Benj.  Maxcy, 
(  Written  twice  on  list.) 


•  See  Paj/  llolU,  vol.  3,  p.  li)3.       » Sou  Mna.  Ilullii,  vol.  3,  p.  1(»8. 
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Ser. 


Capt.  Moses  Wilraarth's  Co.i 
They  seem  to  have  been  in  serv 

Moses  Wilmarth,  Capt. 

Zephiiniah  Bishop,    -i  .  ^^ 

Thomas  Sweet,  [ 

Obadiah  Carpenter,  f 

Abial  Dunham,         J 

Elijah  Barrows,  Clerk 

Noah  Brown, 

Comfort  Bates, 

Joseph  Barrows, 

Thomas  Barden, 

Noah  Blanding, 

Solomon  Bates, 

Stephen  Briggs, 

Josiah  Carpenter, 

Josiah  Churchel, 

Cyrel  Carpenter, 

Nathaniel  Claflin, 

Daniel  Claflin, 

Noah  Cooper, 

Amos  Daggett, 

Daniel  Daggett, 

Ebenezer  Dunham, 

Aseph  Daggett, 

Peter  Derry, 

Ezra  French, 

Jonathan  Follet, 


Cor. 


who  marched  on  the  alarm  to  R.  I.  in  Col.  Isaac  Deane's  Reg. 
ice  from  March  to  July  31st.  or  Aug.  7th,  1781. 

Nathaniel  Bishop,  Lieut. 
Dan.  Carpenter,        -j 
Dan.  Wilmarth, 
Paul  Sanford, 
Aruna  Shepardsou, 
Benj.  Grover, 
Abel  Martin, 
Job  Martin, 
Comfort  More, 
James  Linkhorn, 
John  Pike, 
Peter  Parey, 
Ichabod  Parey, 
Caleb  Parmenter, 
Caleb  Richardson, 
Gideon  Sweet, 
Wm.  Starkey, 
Peter  Thacher, 
Obadiah  Thacher, 
Robard  Titus, 
Ebenezer  Tyler, 
Eliphalet  "Wilmarth, 
Abisha  Washbon, 
Stephen  Wilmarth, 
Samuel  Willis, 
Gershom  Wilmarth, 
Noah  TiflFany. 


In  a  Rehoboth  company,  under  Capt.  John  Perry,  one  Comfort  Capern,  from  this  town,  is 
put  down  as  "  Mate." 

In  another  company  from  that  town,  under  Capt.  Samuel  Bliss,  is  found  the  name  of 
Comphort  Robinson  of  this  town. 

In  the  regiment  of  Col.  Asa  Whitcomb,  the  company  of  Capt.  Hasting,  the  name  of  John 
Sweetland  of  Attleborough  is  found.'-  \ 

The  following  is  the  oirfv  list  of  the  dead  found  among  the  records :  3 


Capt.  Keth's  (Keith?)  Co. 
David  Hutchins, 
Joseph  French, 


Consider  Brown, 
Reuben  Daggett, 


Benoni  Willmarth, 
The  last  three  were  probably  from  some  other  company,  and  were  either  dead  or  missing.* 


Simeon  Daggett, 
Noah  Brown. 


1  See  Mus.  Rolls,  vol.  3,  p.  258. 

2  See  Mus.  Rolls,  vol.  56,  ps.  136,  138,  145. 

3  See  Mus.  Rolls,  vol.  56,  p.  190. 

*1  have  followed  many  of  the  irregularities  of  spelling  fouud  on  the  above  mentioned  "Rolls," 
thinking  it  may  be  a  matter  of  curiosity  to  some  people  to  see  the  changes  some  names  have  under- 
gone, and  also  the  varieties  of  ways  of  spelling  the  same  name  in  which  our  fathers  indulged  them- 
selves at  that  period.  These  lists  comprise  all  of  the  town  enlistmeuts,  not  individual  enlistments  of 
certain  citizens  elsewhere,  in  which  the  town  would  have  no  monetary  interest. —  Editor. 
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CHAPTf:R   VI. 

PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    TOWN,    CONTINUED.  DIVISION. 

THE  long  war  of  tlic  Kevolution   tiiially  eaiiu'   to   an   end,  and   for  some 
time  we   find    vcrv  little    upon    the    records    relating    to    enlistments, 
bounties,  pay  of  soldiers,  etc. 

The  following,  found  on  the  ancient  State  Records  of  the  Cieneral  Court, 
is  of  interest  to  every  inhabitant  of  the  Old  Ray  State  :  — 

"  The  General  Court  l)egun  and  held  at  Roston,  the  25"'  day  of  October 
1780,  being  the  first  sitting  of  the  General  Court   of    the  Commonwealth 

OF   MASSACHUSETfS." 

Sept.  4,  1782.  It  was  voted  "to  alow  the  constables  for  the  year  1780, 
for  the  Couuterfit  money  they  took  iu  Colecting  the  taxes  of  said  town." 
The  town  expenses  for  that  year  were  £300. 

Some  controversy  regarding  the  ministerial  land  arose  in  1783,  and  at 
a  meeting  held  October  8th,  it  was  voted  "  that  it  is  the  town's  property." 
A  committee  of  three  was  chosen  "  to  take  possession  of  the  ministerial 
Farm."  These  were  Col.  John  Daggett,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Tyler,  and  ^Ir. 
Levi  Maxcy.  "  Instructed  the  committee  to  demand  the  money  the  minis- 
terial farm  rented  for  ever  since  Mr.  AYeld's,  Uiscease  ;  then  Dismist  Capt. 
E.  Tyler,  by  motion  made,  and  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  an  other,  and 
chose  Capt.  Ebenezer  Tiffany  in  his  stead.  And  then  acted  on  the  third 
article  respecting  Doctor  Mann,  keeping  a  Publick  House,  and  voted  all  but 
five  iu  favor  of  it." 

Feb.  9,  1784,  it  was  put  to  vote  whetliei'  tlie  town  siiould  give  extraordinary 
pay  to  officers  in  the  Continental  army,  and  passed  unanimously  in  the  nega- 
tive. Among  the  orders  upon  the  treasiUT  for  this  year  is  the  following: 
"Pay  to  the  widow  Anne  Newell  for  Rording  Mary  Fuller  lUaek  Cliild  one 
year  to  the  l'"<th  of  November  1784,  £'").  4s.  and  clothing  said  cliiM.  said 
term,  H»s." 

In  178.'),  "Pay  ('apt.  Moses  ^Vilmal•tll.  for  taking  aiiollici-  of  .b)sc|>h 
Woodcock's  boys  to  bring  up  til  he  arive  to  the  agt'  of  twenty  one  years,  the 
sum  of  £0."  Hoard  during  this  year  ranged  from  Is.  (id.  to  Os.  —  that  is 
from  37  cents  to  Si. 50  —  per  week.  Corresponding  lioard  to-day  wouM 
proV)ably  range  from  82.00  to  SO. 00  or  S7.00  i»er  week.  Another  order  for 
1785,  is  as  follows:  ^'  Pay  to  Abiathar  Hichaitlson  for  moving  Kathiranah 
Ciorse  to  wrenthara  the  sum  of  5s.  for  moving  Job  horn  to  nianslield  the  sum 
of  28."  In  17H(;,  Calelt  Hicthardson,  one  of  the  selectmen,  received  for  two 
and  one  half  days'  "sarvis"  aw  one  of  a  committe*',  10s. 
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March  21,  1786.  "Voted  that  one  third  of  the  annual  April  meetings,  be 
held  in  the  meeting-house  in  the  east  precinct  for  the  future." 

May  16,  1786.  "  The  town  vote  to  Chuse  a  committee  of  five  men  to  Sarve 
in  county  convention  if  the  other  towns  in  the  county  should  see  fit  to  meet 
them  in  order  to  find  out  the  Reson  that  circulating  cash  is  so  scarce,  and  so 
harde  to  be  got,  and  the  Reson  that  taxes  are  laid  so  heavy  upon  us."  We 
of  the  present  time  can  deeply  sympathize  in  these  two  grievances  of  our 
forefathers,  for  to  this  day  the  mj^stery  attending  the  poor  circulation  of 
the  former  and  the  real  reason  for  the  weight  of  the  latter  are  still  unsolved. 
The  town  chose  Capt.  Alexander  Foster,  Capt.  Caleb  Richardson,  and  Lieut. 
Nathaniel  Bisiiop  this  committee,  and  the}'  were  instructed  "  to  act  according 
to  the  best  of  their  Judgment." 

At  a  town  meeting  lawfully  warned  and  held  Nov.  6th,  1786,  it  was  voted 
to  instruct  the  representatives  at  the  Cxeneral  Court  to  endeavor  to  get  a 
redress  of  a  number  of  "  articles  which  we  look  upon  to  be  grievances." 
These  articles  were  ten  in  number.  One  related  to  the  large  pay  of  the 
"first  magistrate  of  this  commonwealth,  and  other  officers  of  government;" 
another  to  the  neglect  in  the  settlement  of  important  matters  pending  between 
this  Commonwealth  and  Congress,  and  another  upon  "  the  present  mode  of 
taxation,"  claiming  that  it  acted  unequally.  Article  3d,  as  one  of  the  griev- 
ances to  be  redressed,  reads  :  "The  existence  of  that  Order  of  men  called 
Lawyers." 

Manv  complaints  of  taxes  are  recorded,  and  frequent  abatements  also, 
one  entry  being  made  as  follows :  "To  Mr.  Abiathar  Richardson,  Constable. 
This  comes  to  order  you  to  abate  to  Remember  Ingraham  his  poll  tax  in  the 
state  and  town  tax  made  .Jan.  17,  1787,  the  sum  of  £1  9s.,  and  his  receipt 
with  this  order  shall  discharge  3'ou  so  much  with  the  town  treasurer."  Signed 
b}'  the  selectmen. 

March  20,  1787.  "Voted  that  the  powder  taken  out  of  the  town  stock 
(in  1775)  should  be  Replast."  The  following  amusing  entry  was  found 
among  those  for  the  year  1788  :  "Ear  mark  of  Peter  Thacher  is  a  swallers 
tail  on  the  top  of  the  right  ear,  and  a  slant  cross  on  the  upper  side  of  the 
left  ear."  Then  as  if  suddenly  realizing  his  blunder,  the  clerk  adds, 
"  Creturs  mark." 

March  27,  1787,  is  found  the  following  order  on  the  treasurer:  "This 
comes  to  order  you  to  pay  Doctor  Abijah  Everet  for  keeping  the  town  school 
in  the  quarter  where  Caleb  Richardson,  Jr.  lives,  half  a  month,  and  boarding 
himself  for  the  year  1786,  £1.  8d.  More  to  said  Everet  for  doctoring  the 
town's  poor  lis.  and  his  receipt,  shall  be  your  discharge  for  so  much."  In 
this  same  year  the  selectmen  ordered  certain  sums  of  money  to  be  paid  to 
widow  Bethiah  Bishop  for  the  board,  etc.,  of  her  mother  Mercy  Woodcock, 
from  a  given  date  "  to  the  day  of  her  Deth."  A  further  sum  "  for  the  cost 
of  rum  and  watchers  for  her  mother  in  the  later  part  of  her  sickness,"  was 
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lOs.  ••  and  to  l)iivi(.l  Pklge  for  digging  a  grave  to  l)iirv  tlu'  widow  Mercy 
Woodcock  in  the  sum  of  4s."  At  this  period  —  from  June,  1788,  to  Jan- 
uary, 1789, — six  mouths,  —  the  towu  paid  the  sum  of  £3.  Os.  4d.  for  some 
person's  board. 

March  17,  1789.  "Voted  to  choose  a  committee  to  divide  the  towu  into 
twenty  quarters  for  schooling,"  the  committee  numbering  thirteen.  They 
reported  they  considered  it  best  to  divide  into  but  eight  quarters.  In  this 
5'ear  the  town  appropriated  £200,  for  the  "  sole  purpose  of  mending  the 
highways." 

In  1790-91  a  number  of  persons  were  warned  to  leave  the  towu,  for  not 
having  obtained  permission  to  reside  within  its  limits.  One  of  these  was  the 
Doctor  Abijah  Everet  previously  mentioned  ;  another  was  "Abraham  Tucker- 
man  gentelman,"  another,  Ezra  Brown,  of  Rehoboth,  "  yeoman."  Some 
were  called  "transient  persons,"  and  one  Moses  Read  "yeoman"  of  Reho- 
both, was  warned  to  depart  within  fifteen  days.  This  towu  law  was  enacted 
at  an  early  date,  but  in  tlie  case  of  desirable  residents  non-conformity  to  its 
requirements  was  "  winked  at,"  or,  more  correctly,  when  respectable  people 
either  through  ignorance  or  carelessness  neglected  to  apply  to  the  proper 
authorities  for  consent  to  become  residents  of  the  town  on  first  coming  here, 
they  were  probably  permitted  to  obtain  this  consent  after  being  formally 
warned  to  depart,  as  many  so  warned  continued  to  live  here.  In  the  case  of 
the  shiftless  and  shifting  population,  however,  the  Avarnings  were  doubtless 
carried  into  effect. 

February  25,  1791,  tlie  meeting  was  held  in  the  meetinghouse  in  the  second 
precinct.  "  Voted  that  the  selectmen  should  be  a  committee  to  sell  the  paper 
money  that  belongs  to  the  town."  This  was  accomplished  presently,  for  on 
April  1st  the  treasurer  was  ordered  to  receive  the  money  belonging  to  the 
town  from  this  disposal  of  the  Continental  money.  The  amount  of  the  paper 
money  is  not  stated,  ])ut  it  realized  £77.  18s.  4.W.  In  this  year  the  town  is 
mentioned  as  in  the  "  District  of  Bristol,  Dukes  County,  and  Nantucket." 

Town  meetings  in  the  early  days  were  often  held  at  private  houses  ;  that 
for  February  23,  1792,  being  "  at  the  house  of  Zechariaii  White." 

April  2,  1792.  "  Voted  to  give  the  powder  to  the  souldiers  that  was  deliv- 
ered <nit  of  the  town  store,  to  the  several  Captains  of  compauies  for  the 
regimental  muster  in  October  last."  Among  the  bills  paid  liy  the  town  this 
year  was  one  of  8s.  for  a  cord  of  wood. 

May  15,  1792.  "  Voted  that  the  assessors  go  separately,  and  radi  oiif  in 
his  own  district  to  take  in  a  valuation,  and  do  it  after  haying."  I'lie  follow- 
ing is  probably  tin;  rcsidt  of   the  aliove  vote  of   the  town  :  ' 


'The  orlgioal  paper  pre»t;rvc'l  by  .Jarol)  Mc,  one  of  tliuHC  asscusorn,  was  placed  In  the  aulhor'B 
hamls  by  li  dc-cfinlaiit,  Mr.  Iliirtfonl  l<lo.  It  U  ileeincd  of  HuHlcleiit  Intercut  to  give  the  valuaUon 
entire. 
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A  Count  of  the  Valuation  Taken  and  Completed  this  7th  Day  November  1792,  by  E.  Bacon, 
A.  Kichardson,  J.  Ide. 

Polls  Rateable  16  years  Old  &  upwards  to  21  years 81 

Polls  Rateable  21  years  Old  &  upwards 303 

Male  Polls  not  Rateable,  not  Supported  by  ye  Town S9 

Male  Polls  not  Rateable         Supported  by  ye  Town 5 

Dwelling  Houses 215 

Barns 165 

Amount  of  Funded  Securites  at  Six  per.  cent £385  slO 

Ditto  at  Three  per  Sent 277  4 

Ditto  not  on  Intrest 258  10 

all  Other  Securites 874  16-6 

3Ioney  on  hand 169  10 

Acres  of  Tilage  Land 1282 

Bushels  of  Rie 2666 

Bushels  of  Oats 472 

Bushels  of  Corn 9264 

Peas  «fe  Beans Ill 

Acres  of  English  and  upland  mowing 1860>2 

Tons  of  Hay  yearly  produce  of  the  Same 736^^ 

Money  at  Intrest £1248 

Acres  of  Fresh  meadow 1944 

Tons  of  Hay  yearly  produce  of  the  same   ' 1188 

Acres  of  Pasturing 5288 

Cows  the  same  will  keep 1069 

Barrels  of  Cyder 1503 

Acres  of  Woodland 4450 

Acres  of  unimproved  Land 1113 

Acres  of  Land  covered  with  water 215 

Number  of  Horses  3  years  Old  &  upward 138 

Steers  &  Cows  3  years  Old  &c 861 

Oxen  4  years  Old  &c 311 

Swine  6  months  old 375 

Stock  &  Trade  [Stock  in  trade?]      £850 

Common  Land 697  (acres) 

High  ways      708  (no  explanation  of  fig.) 

Tilage   —  E.  mowing  —  F.  meadow  —  pasturing  —  "Woodland  —  Un.  L.  —  Up).  —  Water 
No  1  173  -    -  159    -    -    -    -    198     -    -    -     482     -    -    -    262    -    -    -  581  -    -    174   -    -   21 
No  2  249  -    -  233    -    -    -    -    328     -    -    -     657     -    -    -    600    -    -      1005  -    -    316    -    -    43 

422  -    -  392    -    -    -    -    526  1139     -    -    -    862    -    -    -1586  -    -    490   -    -    64 

392 

526  Attleborough,  August  13th  1792 
1139 

862  Number  of  Acres  the  Town  of 

1586  Attleborough  Pleasured  when  the 

490  Town  was  Surved  by  the  Selectmen, 

64  In  Order  for  to  take  Map  &c  is 

28363  Acres  in  the  whole. 

5481 

Sept.  4, 1792.  "  Voted  to  annex  the  county  tax  with  ye  town  tax."  In  the 
warrant  for  a  meeting  for  October  this  year,  an  article  was  inserted  to  see  if 
the  town  would  vote  to  provide  "  hospitals  for  ye  benefit  of  ye  town,  or 
those  individuals  who  would  wish  to  have  ye  small  pox  by  inoculation."     The 
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article  was  dismissed.  Wf  coujecture  the  deinaiul  for  siieli  a  hospital  could 
not  have  1»een  great. 

Auii".  4,  1704.  a  inectinii'  was  held  al  tiic  house  of  Mi'.  Ephraini  Dean, 
where  a  eomniittee  consistinu'  of  six  captains  —  Khenezer  Tvler,  Caleb 
Kiehardson,  Khenezer  Tiffany,  John  Richardson,  Sanuiel  antl  Nathaniel  Kol»- 
inson,  and  Deacon  Enoch  Robinson  — was  chosen  to  see  what  encouragement 
the  town  would  o-ive  the  soldiers.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  a  later 
hour  of  the  same  day,  to  give  time  for  the  deliberations  of  this  committee. 
They  reported  :  "That  the  town  give  the  soldiers  such  additional  compen- 
sation as  with  the  Continental  pay  shall  amount  to  42s.  per  month  (87.00, 
a  shilling  16|  cents),  while  in  actual  service,  if  they  are  not  called  out  of  this 
State,  nor  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  But,  if  called  out  of  the  aforesaid 
States  to  duty  54s.  per  month,  one  half  month  advance  pay  when  called  to 
march."  This  report  was  accepted.  "Then  voted  to  give  the  men  12s. 
each,  if  called  to  muster  in  Company  ;  money  to  be  paid  on  iNIuster  Day." 
Ou  May  6th  of  this  year,  Doctor  Bezaleel  Mann  informed  the  people  at  town 
meeting  that  he  had  "taken  into  his  house  Abraham  Babeock  a  molatto 
man,"  who  belonged  to  "Westerly,  R.  I. 

1795.  Town  expenses  £170,  and  £200  for  highways.  At  a  town  meeting 
lawfully  warned  and  held  on  Monday  the  sixth  day  of  Apiil,  1795,  "Then 
to  the  mind  of  the  town  upon  the  important  subject  of  paying  the  Militia  in 
times  of  peace. — Which  votes  are  as  followeth  —  viz  —  Not  for  paying  the 
Militia  in  time  of  peace  —  138  —  In  favor  of  paying  the  iMilitia  —  7  votes  — 
Then  chose  a  connnittee  to  draft  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  and  lay 
it  before  the  town  at  their  next  town  meeting  for  their  approval."  The 
petition  is  as  follows  :  — 

To  the  Honbie  the  Senate  ami  House  of  Hep.  of  tlie  Cuininoiiwcalili  of  Mass.  in  General 
Court  assembled,  June  1795. 

The  petition  and  remonstrance  of  the  inliabitaiits  of  Hie  town  of  Alllt'lioro'  in  the  county 
of  Bristol  sheweth  that  at  the  last  session  of  the  last  General  <'ourt  sundry  iM'tition>  were 
I)resente<l  to  your  Honors  hy  othcers  of  the  Militia  from  various  j)arts  of  this  Commonwealth, 
praying'  for  a  revisinj^  of  the  Militia  law.s.  and  that  the  Militia  in  future  may  lie  put  under  pay 
on  traininj,'  or  muster  days  —  that  we  aeknowledi^e  the  re.siionsihility  of  the  Militia,  and  are 
not  unmindful  of  the  many  services  they  have  rendered  the  Government  and  (d"  the  importance 
of  their  e.\i>t(;nce,  yet  we  jujver  Inive  been  brout,'ht  to  believe,  neither  can  we  believe  that  the 
payin;,'  of  the  Militia  for  musteriufi  in  time  of  peace  can  be  for  the  interest  nor  safely  of  the 
community,  as  it  nmst  tend  to  de-troy  that  Alilitia  pride  and  laudable  amidtion  for  which  men 
of  that  profession  have  hitherto  been  .so  remarkable.  It  will  also  in  our  opinion  subvert  the 
order  of  thin^rs  in  its  ojieration  by  establishin;;  the  Military  over  the  civil,  it  will  render  our 
republic  forms  of  (Jovernment  7iic(/(ttonj  mu]  introduce  a  standini:  army  to  be  sujiported  in 
time  of  peace  and  destroy  the  essence  of  our  freedom.  Nor  can  we  help  beinj,'  surprised  at 
the -udilen  alteration  that  lias  taken  i)lacc  only  in  consc(|uence  of  a  revers<'  of  fortune,  for 
at  the  bc^innin;.' of  the  latr  ;,'lorious  IJevfdution  our  then  patriots  niatlc  use  of  the  arj,'ument 
against  (ireal  Hritain,  that  tiny  had  unionstitutionally  (jnartered  larj,'c  bodies  of  armed  trooi)s 
amonv  u-  in  time  of  pea<'e,  which  was  then  thou^dit  sidtvertin;?  the  rivdils  and  freedom  of  the 
people.  IJcsides  if  there  was  no  danger  from  sucli  experiment  we  think  it  very  unjust  that 
tboMc  (Jllicers  and  Soldi(M-H  wlio  have  previouwly  in  rotation   voluntarily  ili-nc  llieir  town  at  a 
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time  when  they  were  called  upon  much  oftener  than  at  present  without  fee  or  reward  agree- 
able to  the  custom  that  had  ])een  in  practice  time  immemorial,  that  they  should  now  be  taxed 
to  pay  oflicers  and  soldiers  for  services  not  one  half  so  burdensome  as  those  they  have  per- 
formed. We  have  no  wish  to  injure  the  present  Militia  nor  to  detract  from  their  responsibility, 
but  that  your  Honors  would  amend  the  Militia  laws  agreeable  to  their  wishes  so  far  as  may  be 
consistent  with  the  public  good.  But  we  think  ourselves  bound  in  duty  to  remonstrate  against 
paying  them  as  officers  or  Soldiers  on  training  days,  and  humbly  request  that  such  parts  of 
their  petition  as  pray  for  compensation  may  be  dismissed  and  your  petitioners  as  in  duty 
bound  will  ever  pray. 

At  a  town  meeting  lawfully  warned  and  held  at  Attleboro"  the  sixth  day  of  May  1795,  the 
inhabitants  being  assembled,  the  above  petition  was  perfected  and  read,  and  the  town  voted 
to  accept  it,  and  voted  that  it  should  be  recorded  and  sent  to  tlie  General  Court. 

A  true  entry,  errors  excepted. 

Jacob  Ide.  —Town  Clerk 
Attleboro',  May  6<h  1795. 

Juue  1,  1795.  "  Capt.  Joel  Read  for  taking  a  plan  of  the  town  iu  part 
sum  o'  £4.  7s.  6d.,  Jacob  Ide  for  assisting  iu  this  work  and  making  bound- 
aries etc.  the  sum  of  £2.  9s.  6d.  Expenses  of  Ebenezer  Daggett  for  three 
days  surveying  work  17s.  6d."  This  year  one  Noah  Cole  had  his  entire  rate 
for  the  previous  year  abated.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  reason  for  this 
action  is  not  given,  as  it  might  be  applicable  at  the  present  time  in  similar 
cases. 

Nov.  30'*',  1795,  in  an  order  upon  the  treasurer  for  board  for  "-48  weeks 
at  Is.  6d.  per  week,"  for  Thankful  Boweu,  "  for  supporting  herself  "  the 
charge  is  "12  Dollars."  This  is  the  first  mention  of  dollars  found  with  one 
exception,^  and  from  this  time  on  for  several  j-ears  there  is  a  mixture  of 
dollars  and  cents  with  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  in  the  town's  accounts  — 
the  natural  result  of  the  establishment  of  a  new  standard  of  money. 

For  the  next  twenty-five  years  there  is  comparatively  little  of  special 
interest  relating  to  the  history  of  the  town  to  be  found  upon  the  clerk's 
books. 

Article  7,  iu  the  warrant  for  a  meeting  to  be  held  Sept.  1st,  1812,  reads  as 
follows:  ''To  see  if  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  will  vote  to  make  up  to 
the  soldiers  lately  detached  such  sums  per  month  as  shall  appear  to  be 
reasonable    compensation  in  case  they  shall   be  called  into  active  service," 

Sept.  25,  1812.     "Then  voted  to  dismiss  the  7th.  article,  and  not  act  upon 


iThis  was  in  February,  1781,  when  for  some  purpose  the  town  were  to  raise  "$3,000  hard  money." 
These  must  have  been  Spanish  or  Mexican  dollars,  which  were  in  circulation  at  that  time,  and  which 
later  became  the  standard  of  the  American  dollar,  and  there  was  no  other  until  1794.  In  1785  Con- 
gress decided  that  the  dollar  "  should  be  the  unit  of  money  of  the  United  States."  The  mint  was 
established  in  1792,  but  no  dollars  were  coined  until  1794.  The  coinage  was  at  first  irregular,  hence 
the  mixture  of  terms  until  the  circulation  became  general.  In  the  New  Haven  Register  — July,  1SS7 
—  it  was  said  that  dollar  was  the  English  for  thaler,  "  the  first  of  which  was  coined  about  1486^  and 
corresponds  quite  closely  to  our  present  American  silver  dollar."  Thaler  means  coming  from  a 
valley—  Thai  in  German  — and  the  first  thaler  was  coined  in  a  Bohemian  valley.  Under  Charles  Vth, 
the  German  thaler  "became  the  coin  of  the  world."  It  was  probably  introduced  into  Loudon  by 
North  Germans,  who  would  pronounce  it  as  if  spelled  "  dah-ler."  By  easy  transition  the  English 
reach  dollar. 
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it."  This  same  matter  eame  up  again  in  1814,  and  was  again  dismissed. 
These  two  short  records  are  all  that  the  town  books  reveal  relatinir  to  town 
action  during  these  years  of  war.  and,  as  is  seen,  tiu'V  amount  to  uotliiiig. 
Very  probably  some  citizens  of  the  town  may  have  been  in  active  service, 
but  the  State  archives  fui'uisli  tlu'  names  of  no  contingent  of  soldiers  sent 
from  this  town,  as  a  town.  We  art'  told  also  that  tlu'ri'  was  no  volunteer 
service.  Two  companies  were  levied  from  the  four  militia  companies  then  in 
existence.  One  company  was  sent  to  New  Bedford,  and  here  one  of  its 
members  was  accidentally  shot,  but  the  company  had  no  encounters  with  the 
enemy.  The  other  company  was  commanded  by  Klihu  Daggett;  Samuel 
Cushman  was  its  lieutenant,  and  Chester  Bugbee  its  ensign.  This  company 
went  to  Plymouth,  but  saw  no  active  service.  We  may  be  sure,  however, 
that  had  occasion  offered,  its  members  and  those  of  the  other  company  would 
have  fought  with  the  same  courage  and  determination  which  have  ever  char- 
acterized Attleborough  soldiers. 

During  this  period,  or  perhaps  a  little  later,  taxes  were  levied  by  the 
United  States  Government  on  many  articles,  and  there  was  a  specific  tax  of 
82.00  levied  on  every  watch.  As  may  b§  seen  by  some  old  tax  bills  in  the 
possession  of  our  present  town  clerk,  if  a  man  failed  to  pay  his  tax  of  a 
dollar  or  two  on  some  of  these  articles  taxed,  the  northeast  corner  of  his 
farm  would  be  set  off  for  sale.  In  the  event  of  a  failure  to  meet  such 
demands,  it  became  the  business  of  the  tax  collector — then  in  our  town 
probably  Mr.  Jacob  Ide  —  to  look  up  a  man's  property,  and  levy  thereupon. 
We  are  not  told  the  amount  of  land  claimed  per  dollar,  but  in  sul)sequent 
years  some  of  these  "corners"  were  sold  in  this  town,  and  the  process  of 
redeeding,  etc.,  which  necessarily  ensued,  caused  great  trouble  and  expense, 
probably  many  times  the  amount  of  the  original  taxes.' 

During  the  above-mentioned  period  the  State  district  to  wiiicli  the  town 
Ijelongs  underwent  several  changes.  In  1812  it  was  in  the  "Bristol  and 
Norff)lk  District ; "  two  j^ears  later  "  Bristol  District ;  "  in  1822  "  Bristol  and 
Dukes  Cfjunty,"  and  the  following  year  "Bristol  District"  alone.  Subse- 
quently the  districts  were  nmnliered  (in  IS.")?)  and  this  form  of  designation 
is  still  used,  in  place  of  names. 

Sept.  19,  1825.  At  a  town  meeting  "  held  at  the  oM  meeting-house  in  the 
west  parish,"  it  was  voted  that  the  clergy  should  become  mend)ers  of  the 
school  committee.  This  committee  in  those  days  numbered  fully  three  times 
as  many  as  now.  At  this  meeting  it  was  also  voted  "  that  the  town  grant 
one  hundred  and  fiftv  dolhirs  foi'  the  snppoit  of  a  singing  school  the   ensuing 


'Taxes  of  this  unturc,  —  tli«sf  on  iktsohhI  pon»en8l<>ii«,  such  hh  olothlii);.  Jcwt'lry,  ctr.,  arc  ^tlll 
lawful  In  one  of  our  nel«hl»orln>f  Statcn,  hut,  like  iniiny  other  of  her  "  lUuc  Laws  "  Ilicy  arc,  ns  they 
shoulil  be,  iirnctlraJly  overlooked,  or  rather,  they  shoul<l  he  Iheoretlciilly  as  well  ns  |irncllcally  ahol- 
l»he<l,  and  renienihered  only  as  cnrloHltU-H.  A  ilouhle  and  continual  tax  upon  jewelry  iiml  ilofhlnR  — 
as  would  he  the  cane  with  Imported  arUcles—  Is  certjilnly  unjust  In  lluies  of  peace. 
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winter."  ''  Chose  Jesse  Carpenter,  John  A.  Kead,  Chester  Bngbee,  Arlenias 
Stanley,  Rev.  Mr.  Williams  for  a  eom]nittee  to  superintend  the  Singing 
School."  At  this  same  meeting  Abijah  M.  Ide,  Jonathan  Peck,  and  Abiathar 
Richardson,  Jr.,  were  chosen  '■'•to  make  a  purchase  of  house  and  lands  for 
the  poor."  This  is  the  first  mention  of  a  place  where  the  poor  should  be 
cared  for  collectively. 

The  town  expenses  at  this  period  seem  to  have  increased  rapidly.  In  1826 
they  were  S2,500,  with  $1,500  for  highways.  In  that  year  cattle,  horses,  and 
swine  were  not  permitted  to  run  at  large,  and  never  generally  after  that  time. 

It  required  considerable  time  to  find  a  suitable  poor  farm,  for  it  was  not 
until  Sept.  20th,  1827,  that  the  town  voted,  "  that  the  town  and  State  poor 
should  be  moved  to  the  house  purchased  for  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  a 
house  for  them,  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient,  and  there  supported  under 
the  dh-ection  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor,"  and  not  until  this  time  was  the 
report  of  the  purchasing  committee  accepted.  This  farm  and  house  were  on 
Watery  Hill.  The  house  was  subsequently  burned  down,  and  one  or  two 
persons  lost  their  lives.  The  fire  was  caused  by  hot  ashes  which  were  taken 
up  in  a  wooden  pail. 

At  the  above  mentioned  meeting  of  Sept.  20th,  1827,  it  was  voted  "that 
the  selectmen  shall  receive  proposals  respecting  a  building  for  holding  town 
meetings,  from  individuals  if  any  should  be  made,  and  report  at  an  adjourn- 
ment of  this  meeting."  At  a  meeting  held  on  the  third  of  the  following 
April  (1828),  the  selectmen,  with  Noah  Claflin  and  Abijah  M.  Ide,  were 
chosen  "  to  Draught  a  plan  of  a  Town  house,  and  also  a  Cite,  and  report  to- 
next  meeting."  May  5th  following  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  vestry  of  the 
East  meetinghouse,  when  this  committee's  report  was  accepted,  and  the  select- 
men were  to  attend  to  the  building  and  have  it  completed  "■  l)v  the  first 
Monday  of  November  next."  The  plan  was  of  the  simplest,  the  house  being 
about  square,  with  a  peaked  roof,  and  the  site  selected  was  the  nearest 
possible  to  the  centre  of  the  town  geographically,  and  on  the  road  leading 
from  the  East  village  to  the  "city,"  just  opposite  the  residence  of  the  late 
Dr.  Alfred  Martin.  It  was  built  by  "  uncle  "  Jacob  Caprou,  and  he  was  paid 
$80  for  the  work.  It  cannot  be  considered  a  credit  to  the  town  as  a  public 
building,  nor  need  there  be  any  regret  that  it  is  a  fast  crumbling  ruin.^ 

The  trouble  with  boundary  lines  still  continued,  for  during  this  and  the 
several  ensuing  years  i^committees  were  chosen  to  settle  the  same  between 
this  and  a  number  of  the  adjoining  towns. 

In  1830  the  town  appropriated  $3,000  for  expenses.  In  a  warrant  dated 
March  29th  of  that  year  is  found  the  following  resolution :  — 

"  Resolved  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  town,  the  public  good  does  not 
require  any  license  for  retailers  of  spirituous  liquors  in  the  town  of  Attle- 


It  was  entirely  demolished  some  Ume  siuce.    1893. 
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borouirh.  aiiTeeable  to  a  lu'tition  for  tliat  lairpose."  This  aiticlf  was 
dismissed. 

April  7,  18o4.  ••^'(ltl'(l  to  iiislriict  tln'  sclfctiiu'ii  not  to  Miiproliate  nor 
return  the  names  of  any  persons  to  receive  licenses  to  sell  s])iriiiious  li(jiiors 
the  ensuing  year." 

In  1831  the  records  state  that  six  lithiuu-nien  were  cJioscn  by  the  town, 
and  in  1886  four  were  chosen,  and  for  the  last  time;  for  in  1837  that  office 
was  omitted  in  the  annual  choice  of  officers.  In  that  year  auditors  were 
chosen  for  the  lirst   time. 

April  1.  1839,  the  selectmen  reported  havino;  erected  "Guide  Posts" 
during  the  year  as  follows  :  •'  Two  near  Senaca  Sanfoi'd's.  one  on  the  Boston 
and  Newport  road  on  the  plain,"  and  recommiMided  the  erection  of  others  at 
the  following  i)laces  :  One  at  George  Fostei's,  one  at  the  schoolhouse  near 
John  Daggett's,  one  at  the  Altiathar  Kichardson  ''  Old  Tavern  House,"  one 
near  Elisha  "W'ilmnitirs,  one  at  the  corner  of  .1.  and  (i.  Hliss'.  two  near  Dr. 
Fuller's  old  house,  one  near  the  Imrying-gronnd  near  the  city,  one  at  the 
"  Hail  Koad  House,"  one  at  Mr.  Ilolman's,  one  at  the  Falls,  one  at  the  Uniou 
House,  one  at  Samuel  Guild's,  one  at  Luther  Richards',  one  at  Tully  May's, 
and  one  near  Timothy  Stanley's.  Many  if  not  all  of  these  were  i)laced,  and 
in  some  instances  the  fingerposts  are  still  standing,  which  diiect  as  before 
along  quiet  country  roads;  lint  in  others  the  sparsely  settled  loads  have 
become  thickly-populated  village  streets,  and  the  ])res('nt  generation  could 
m^t  unaided  find  the  sites  of  the  old  guideposts. 

In  1845  town  expenses  were  $4,000  and  the  appropriation  for  highways 
81,200. 

A  special  meeting  was  called  foi-  July  I'JtIi,  l.'^17,  just  snliscfpu'ut  to  the 
burning  of  the  almshouse,  when  it  was  voted  to  Imild  aiiotiicr  ■■  suitable  for 
the  use  of  the  town,"  but  not  on  the  same  site  as  the  former.  A  committee 
of  seven  was  api)ointed  to  make  the  necessary  intpiiries  both  as  to  a  m-w 
location  and  the  disposal  "  of  the  present  Almshouse  Farm  "  and  icport  a 
[)lan  foi'  a  new  building  with  probable  cost.  One  of  this  coinniittee,  Mr. 
Joseph  W.  Capron,  is  still  living.  This  conniiittcc's  liist  report  relating  to  a 
certain  farm  was  not  accepted,  and  later  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to 
sell  the  old  farm,  which  was  done  Aj.ril  2:)th,  184.S,  f,,r  81,600.16.  Some 
tim«'  previous  to  this  the  town  must  have  rcceivi-d  a  special  gift  or  legacy  for 
its  poor,  foi'  it  was  aliout  this  time  vote<l  that  "  when  the  almsliousi-  farm  is 
sold,  the  F.  Draper  donation  be  invested  in  the  piircliast' of  aiiothei- farm." 
In  Novi'udier  the  farm  belonging  to  Colonel  Ira  R.  .Miller,  containing  109^ 
acres,  was  pur<'lia>i'd  for  .83,2.")0  an<l  is  ihc  one  still  used  as  the  "poor 
farm." 

During;  tlie  following  v«'ar  there  were  several  incendiary  lires  in  the  school- 
liouseH,  ami  the  selectmen  otTered  a  rewaid  of  8"»<'(>  f((r  the  ai)prehension 
of  the  criminals,  while   the   town   resolved    ils«'lf    into  a  "connnittee  of    the 
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whole  "  for  the  protectiou  of  property.  There  is  no  further  record  upou  this 
subject. 

lu  1855  the  town  expenses  were  $10,000  and  those  for  highways  $2,000. 

Thirty-two  years  before  the  final  decision  the  question  of  town  division 
arose  for  the  first  time.  In  the  warrant  bearing  date  Oct.  ■20th,  185.5,  Article 
5th  reads  as  follows  :  "  To  see  if  the  town  will  choose  a  committee  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  making  a  division  of  the  town,  and  report 
at  some  future  meeting."  At  the  meeting  "  warned"  b}'  the  above  warrant, 
a  committee  consisting  of  the  five  following  gentlemen  was  chosen,  namely, 
George  Price,  Hervey  M.  Richards,  Lyman  W.  Dean,  Joseph  W.  Caprou, 
Elkanah  Briggs. 

During  this  ^^ear  (1855)  the  Angle  Tree  line  was  re  measured. 

April  7,  1856,  the  committee  on  division  reported  as  follows  :  — 

Your  Committee,  chosen  at  the  last  November  meeting,  to  take  into  consideration  the  pro- 
priety of  a  division  of  the  Town,  have  attended  to  that  duty,  and  submit  the  following  report 

The  town  now  contains  over  .5000  Inhabitants,  and  more  than  1000  Voters,  being  a  larger 
number  than  can  conveniently  assemljle  in  one  room  for  the  transaction  of  business  properly, 
or  so  as  to  be  understood  by  all.  And  should  a  division  be  made,  each  part  would  contain  a 
greater  number  of  Inhabitants  than  the  majority  of  the  towns  in  the  Commonwealth,  and 
also  would  be  entitled  each  to  a  Representative  in  the  General  Court.  The  town  house  and  its 
location  has  ever  been  a  subject  of  complaint,  and  now  being  out  of  repair,  and  insufficient  in 
size,  and  surrounded  by  none  of  the  accommodation  desirable  for  man  or  beast;  and  believing 
there  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  the  Town  in  its  present  condition,  agreeing  upou  a  more 
favorable  locality  for  the  erection  of  a  new  town  House  that  will  be  convenient  or  satisfactory 
to  the  whole  Town.  Should  a  location  be  selected  further  to  the  North, —thereby  saving  to 
them  a  portion  of  their  travel,  —  it  would  discommode  the  southerly  and  easterly  sections, 
more  than  it  would  benefit  the  North,  therefore  nothing  would  be  gained  by  the  whole  people 
in  changing  the  present  location,  which  we  believe  all  agree  to  be  unsuitable. 

There  is  not  now.  and  no  prospect  there  ever  will  be  a  common  centre  to  this  Town,  where 
it  will  be  convenient  for  the  whole  to  meet,  or  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  Town  Records,  or 
for  the  convenient  meeting  of  the  Town  Officers,  for  those  having  business  to  transact  with 
them,  or  for  the  school  committees  of  the  several  School  Districts, —  subjecting  them  to  much 
time  and  trouble,  owing  to  this  want  of  a  common  centre,  which  would  be  avoided  were  a 
division  made,  and  then  a  place  could  be  centrally  selected  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  Records, 
and  the  meeting  of  the  officers,  in  each  part,  more  convenient  to  all. 

Your  Committee,  in  order  to  bring  the  whole  subject  properly  before  the  Town,  come  to 
the  conclusion  to  recommend  a  division  by  a  line  commencing  on  the  west  line  of  the  Boston 
and  Providence  R.  R.  where  it  crosses  the  Mansfield  and  Attleborough  line,  — thence  running 
w^esterly  a  strai(gh)t  line,  until  it  intersects  the  Cumberland  line  at  Stone  point  northerly  of 
the  house  of  the  late  John  Carpenter  deceased.  This  line  will  pass  through  a  sparsely  popu- 
lated part  of  the  town,  and  will  least  interrupt  the  present  boundaries  of  the  School  Districts. 
Such  a  line  will  leave  on  the  North,  about  2,800,  and  on  the  South  about  2,600  Inhabitants,— 
leaving  a  larger  population  on  the  north,  and  a  larger  territory  on  the  south,  — the  greater 
mechanical  interest  on  the  north,  and  the  agricultural  interest  on  the  south;  — thereby  insuring 
a  greater  sameness  of  interest  in  each  part,  and  more  harmony  in  the  management  of  their 
schools,  and  the  transaction  of  their  public  business. 

If  the  Town  is  ever  to  be  separated,  your  committee  believe  now  is  the  most  favorable  time, 
as  there  is  now  no  public  building  of  much  value  to  be  sacrificed,  or  other  property  belonging 
to  the  town. 

Signed. 
A  ttleborough,  Apr.  5.  1856.  J.  W.  Capron, 

H.  M.  Richards, 
L.  W.  Dean. 
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Tlu'  two  otluT  iiirinlu'is  of  tlio  coimnittoe  wore  not  in  favor  and  would  not 
sign  this  report.  At  the  meeting  of  Ai)ril  Ttli,  when  this  report  was  given,  it 
was  voted  ''  to  have  the  moderator  appoint  a  coinmittee  of  three  to  jtii'sent 
a  i)etition  to  the  Legislature  for  a  division  of  tiie  town  of  Attlelioroiiu'li." 
The  committee  appointed  for  this  imrpose  were  ^^^  D.  Whiting,  dames  C. 
Hidden,  Lyman  W.  Dean,  and  here  this  matter  seems  to  have  Iteen 
dropped  entirely. 

As  has  l)een  seen,  in  1857  names  were  dro])ped  and  our  Senatorial  Dis- 
tricts were  numbered.  The  "  J'irst  Bristol  District,"  as  it  then  was,  included 
Taunton,  Raynham,  Easton,  Mansfield,  Norton,  and  Attleborough.  Our 
district  is  still  the  same,  excepting  only  that  Seekonk  Avas  added  in   1876. 

During  the  next  two  years  the  most  important  matters  before  the  town 
were  connected  with  the  schools  and  will  l>e  noticed  elsewhere.  On  May 
9th,  1851),  §300  were  voted  to  repair  the  town  hall.  A  week  later  the  town 
decided  to  l»uild  a  new  town  house  "■  tt)  be  located  near  Robinsonville," 
ai)propriated  §8.000  for  the  puri)ose,  and  chose  a  ])uilding  committee,  but 
finally  acted  upon  the  first  vote  and  made  the  old  building  do  duty  a  little 
longer. 

A  town  meeting  was  called  for  February  2oth.  1860,  to  see  what  action  the 
town  would  take  regarding  a  new  boundary  line  between  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island,  the  new  line  having  been  ])roposed  by  council  in  tin'  suit 
pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  which  line  conveyed 
several  hundred  acres  of  this  town  to  Rhode  Island.  A  series  of  resolutions, 
prepared  by  Joseph  W.  Capron  and  John  Daggett,  were  submitted  to  the 
town  and  bv  them  adopted  at  this  iniH-ting.     They  were  as  follows  :  — 

"Wherca^s  —  A  controversy  rej,':u(liiij,'  tin;  true  boiiiuliuy  line  between  Massaclinsetts  and 
Rboile  Island  has  existed  for  a  long  time,  and  at  every  attempted  settlement  of  tins  ijuestion 
Kliode  I>land  bas  made  additir)nal  demands  upon  our  territory  until  sbe  has  attained  six  towns 
wbieli  rigbtfiilly  belong  to  tbis  Commonwealtb,  all  of  wbieli  except  one  are  boumled  on  Narra- 
gansett  Bay,  wbieb  tbus  far  excluile  tbe  peoide  of  this  State  from  said  waters,  — And  wbereas, 
the  eouncil  for  tbe  t'onnnonwealtb  has  submitted  to  the  Governor  and  Council  a  conven- 
tional line,  which  takes  from  u.s  nearly  all  the  remaining  portion  of  said  Hay.  an<l  a  line  made 
without  reference  to  any  material  boundary,  or  a  better  and  more  convenient  line  for  occupa- 
tion, ami  without  reference  to  the  interest  or  wi>hes  of  the  people  all'ccted  thereby, — 

Therefore  ]{esolved  — By  the  Inhal)itant.s  of  Attleborough  in  Town  Meeting  assemldcd.  i  hut 
we  earnestly  remonstrate  and  protect  against  the  ratification  of  the  proposed  line,  n^  the 
boundary  line  between  said  .States,  for  the  following  reasons:  — 

p-ir.st, —  lieeause  by  sui<l  line  it  is  proposed  to  surrendtir  a  jiortion  of  this  town  to  Hhodo 
iHland,  in  ad<lition  to  tin-  one  half  she  lias  already  attained,  without  pretending  (<»  imike  a  more 
convenient  line  for  occupation,  or  any  other  cau->e,  —  which  i>  arl>ilrary  ami  unju-t  to  the 
citizens  of  Attleborough, 

Second,— Because  as  iMti/.cns  of  the  County  <»f  Bristol,  wc  arc  e<)ually  int<'rcstcd  in  retain- 
ing the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mhore  line  from  l'awtucki!t  Kails  to  Bullock's  Neck,  which  Ih  the 
only  portion  of  NarraganM-tt  Bay  to  which  wc  in  this  part  of  the  county  have  access, —  being 
as  tine  a  bay  as  there  i^  in  the  world,  —  and  when  desireil  capable  of  being  made  one  continued 
wliarf  liounded  on  navigable  waters, —  and  where  thousand-^  of  our  <ili/ens  annually  re>.ort 
for  health,  pleasure,  and  recreation. 

Third.— Because  Bhoile  I-daiid  claims  and  ha.-«  exercised  jurisdiction  ovir  more  iban   ITjmiO 
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acres  of  land,  embracing  $4,000,000  of  property  in  addition  to  the  territory  granted  by  the 
decision  of  the  Royal  Commissioners  of  1741. 

Fourth,  —  Because  it  divides  Seekonk.  Attleborough.  Swansey  and  Westport.by  an  arbitrary 
line,  in  such  a  manner,  as  greatly  to  injure  those  portions  which  remain  in  Massachusetts. 

Fifth,  —  Because  it  appears  to  be  a  compromise  made  mainly  for  the  benefit  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Fall  River,  whereby  valuable  interest,  and  important  privileges  belonging  to  this  State  are 
ceded  away  without  any  equivalent. 

Sixth, — Because,  —  as  this  whole  matter  has  been  brought  before  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  adjudication,  and  attended  by  great  expense,  with  the  prospect  of  a  speedy 
settlement :  —  We  therefore  prefer  that  it  should  be  disposed  of  by  that  tribunal,  rather  than 
to  accept  the  proposed  line. 

Seventh,  —  Resolved  —  That  it  is  against  the  interest  of  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  particularly  of  this  county,  to  make  the  exchange  proposed,  as  it  would  not  only  deprive 
us  of  valuable  territory  and  of  rights  of  fishery  long  exercised  by  the  people  of  Massachusetts, 
and  without  an  equivalent;  but  would  sunder  long  established  relations,  derange  the  propor- 
tion between  several  of  the  Representative  and  Senatorial  Districts  of  this  County,  and  thus 
violate  the  existing  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 

Ill  1861  it  was  voted  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  S500  for  the  purpose  of 
defeating  the  proposed  couveutioual  line  between  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Islaud.  From  theii-  settlement  up  to  1741,  Plymouth  Colony  and  Massachu- 
setts—  after  theii-  union  in  1692  —  "extended  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Narragansett  Bay."  The  towns  of  Barrington,  Warren,  Bristol,  Tiverton, 
and  Little  Corapton,  R.  I.,  were  then  a  part  of  Massachusetts.  In  1741 
Rhode  Island  laid  claim  to  a  portion  of  our  State,  and  commissioners  were 
appointed  b}' the  British  Crown  "to  hear  and  determine  the  controversy." 
They  gave  these  five  towns  to  Rhode  Island  and  made  some  other  changes 
in  the  line,  but  did  not  make  precise  and  exact  boundaries  or  set  up  any 
monuments  on  them.  They  never  saw  the  land,  but  made  the  changes  \>y 
drawing  the  line  on  paper.  This  was  the  cause  which  led  to  the  subsequent 
disputes  between  the  two  States.^  The  commissioners  from  the  two  States 
disagreed  in  their  special  markings  of  the  line.  Those  appointed  from  this 
State  in_^  1844  "did  substantially  agree  with  the  commissioners  from  R.  I., 
and  so  reported  to  the  Governor  and  Council  in  1848."  Their  proceedings 
were,  however,  "with  great  unanimity,  and  no  little  indignation,"  declared 
null  and  void  by  our  Legislature,  "and  a  special  commission  was  appointed 
in  1852  to  prostrate  the  eightj-'four  stone  monuments  set  up  b}'  the  Mass. 
officers." 

The  two  States,  though  several  efforts  were  made,  failed  to  agree,  and  the 
Legislature  by  its  "  Resolve  of  1848  "  directed  the  Governor  to  commence 
proceedings  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  there  to  have  this 
matter  finally  determined.  The  bill  filed  in  18.52  desired  that  Court  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  run  the  line  exactly  as  the  Royal  Commissioners 
had  run  it  on  paper  —  as  it  was  possible  to  do  —  and  set  up  the  necessary 
monuments.     This  again  would  easilj'  have  settled  the  dispute,  but  before 


'This  was  the  Royal  Charter  that  took  from  us  the  town  of  Curaberlaud  ceded  to  Rhode  Island 
in  1745. 
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there  had  been  a  ht'ariiii:'  a  piopositiDii  was  made  to  aliaiidi)ii  all  I'tforts  ti> 
find  tlie  real  line  and  to  create  an  entirely  new  and  ailiitrary  one  •*  l>y  cedinu; 
lo  Rhode  Island  the  tlourishinii"  town  of  Pawtuckel.  and  the  inort'  valnahle 
portion  of  SeekonU.  in  exehanue  for  the  town  of  Fall  liiver.  K.  I.,  and  a 
small  portion  of  Tiverton."'  This  seeme(l  at  the  time  an  unfair  and  unjust 
arraniiement,  the  exchanue  heinu"  so  inuinial.  as  \>\  it  Massaohusetts  lost 
•2.200  people,   '.'21    voters,   and   81  ,Glii.t;'.tl    worth   of   property. 

The  people  of  this  town  did  all  in  tUt'ir  power  to  prevent  tin-  yii'ldiii^  to 
this — as  tliev  considert-'d  it — extortionate  demand;  Imt  tUfir  efforts,  with 
those  of  all  the  others  interested,  were  of  no  avail  :  the  new  liiif  was  iiin 
with  no  api)arent  reijard  for  equity  or  ri^ht.  Hu'  line  as  run  (inally  made 
no  appreeialtle  difference  in  om-  town  line,  and  what  was  done  liy  our  citizens 
was  (h^ne  out  of  loyalty  to  the  State  and  a  ueiuhltorly  feelinu'  for  the  towns 
specially  affected.  The  new  boundary  Hue  was  ratitied  by  the  authorities  of 
the  two  States,  —  not  the  Su|»reme  Couil,  — and  the  mouiimeuts  which  dctine 
it  were  all  properly  set.  The  result  of  this  exchanue  has  been  different  fioin 
what  was  anticipated.  Pawtucket  and  Fall  Kiver  were  the  two  localities 
most  laruelv  iutei-ested  and  ajjpaieutly  at  the  time  the  most  iujuri'd  liy  the 
change  ;   but  to  both  of  these  cities  it  has  pnn-etl  to  be  a  benefit. 

The  chief  actions  of  the  town  duriu<>"  the  immediately  succeedinu  years 
relate<l   to  tlu'  Civil    War  ami    will    l)e   uoticecl   in   tlu'   followinu'   chapter. 

April  4,  1864.  ••  \'oted  to  instruct  the  selectmen  to  complain  of  all  sellers 
of  intoxicating  drinks,  not  licensed  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  all  persons 
who  rent  buildings  for  that  nefarious  business,  in  this  town." 

In  18G5  the  api)ropriatiou  f(^r  current  expenses  was  S14.OO0. 

May  2,  1871.  the  town  voted  not  to  allow  the  sale  of  ''■ale,  }torter,  strong 
beer,  or  lager  Iteer,"  the  vote  cast  being  21)6  op[)osetl,  70  in  favor.  '•  Voted 
that  the  town  lease  the  Agricultural  Ilall  for  three  years,  at  8')()0  per  annum, 
for  first,  and  second  floors  if  needeil."  'i'he  lii-st  town  meeting  licM  there 
was  on  May  3d,  ls72,  and  the  meetings  continued  to  be  lield  IheiH'  tip  to  the 
time  of  the  division. 

Api-il  .').  I)s7.').  ••  \'o|ed  to  appropriate  tlie  sum  of  ."^^.'iOO,  for  the  (J.  A.  U. 
posts,  t<j  use  in  decoiating  the  graves  of  the  soldii-rs  and  sailors  of  liie 
I'nioii,   to  include   all    who   have  ever   fought    for   the  country." 

November  22.  187.').  -'Voted  on  motion  of  \V.  1).  \\ilm:irth.  tliat  llie 
t<»wn  consent  to  allow  the  formation  of  a  district,  inider  the  name  of  '  Allle- 
boroiiLdi  Improvement  District,'  within  the  limits  of  tlie  •  Atlleborough 
W'.-itei-  Supplv  I)i>trict.'  Iiv  virtue  of.  and  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in 
(  haptcr  332,  of  the  Acts  of  1870."  At  the  same  meeting,  "On  motion  of 
K.  Hunt,  voted  that  the  town  do  appoint  a  connnittee  to  |uociMe  exhibits  for 
the  C'eiilennial  ICxhibition  at  l'hil:idelphia  in  IX'C,,  ilhi-^l  rati  ve  of  the  inter- 
ests, progress,  and  present  contlition  of  Attleborrtiigh,  as  recpiested  by  the 
Massachusetts  Centennial   Commission."      It    was  voted   that   the  committi-e 
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consist  of  nine  persons,  including  the  selectmen,  "Chose  by  nomination, 
J.  B.  Savery,  John  Daggett,  Esq.,  George  B.  Whitney,  Henry  Rice,  Elisha 
G.  May,  S.  P.  Lathrop,  and  the  selectmen."  The  latter  were  G.  M.  Horton, 
D.  S.  Hall,  and  H.  C.  Read.  For  some  reason  the  proposed  plan  was  not 
carried  out. 

In  1877  the  appropriation  for  current  expenses  was  $40,000  and  68,000  for 
highways,  an  almost  triple  increase  in  the  former  in  twelve  years.  The 
appropriation  for  paupers  was  84, .500. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  held  March  17,  1879,  the  office  of  overseer  of 
the  poor  was  separated  from  that  of  selectmen  and  assessors,  and  one  only 
chosen.  At  an  adjourned  meeting  held  April  7th  of  that  year,  it  was  voted 
"  to  instruct  the  selectmen  to  have  the  Old  Powder  House  repaired  at  an 
expense  not  to  exceed  sixty  dollars,  and  that  the  old  shingles  be  placed 
inside  the  building."  This  year  the  town  voted  to  use  the  entire  Agricultural 
Building  at  a  rental  of  $1,000. 

May  19.  1881.  "  Voted  to  subscribe  to  the  Providence  Telephone  Com- 
pany, and  place  an  instrument  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office." 

An  Act  relative  to  the  rights  of  women  to  vote  for  school  committees  was 
approved  b}^  the  State  Legislature  on  April  9,  1881.  Four  ladies  in  this  town 
qualified  and  voted  as  soon  as  possible.  They  were  Mrs.  Lowell  Brown,  Dr. 
Laura  V.  G.  Mackie,  Mrs.  Wm.  Thurber,  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Holman. 

The  results  of  this  Act  of  our  Legislature,  for  good  or  ill.  have  not  as  yet 
been  manifested  to  any  great  degree.  We  do  not  speak  with  regard  to  the 
motives  governing  the  women  themselves.  Thus  far  we  believe  it  to  be  quite 
true  that  every  woman  who  has  qualified  to  vote  in  Attleborough  has  done 
so  intelligently  and  conscientiously,  but  it  is  not  yet  time  to  look  for  the 
effects  of  so  recent  a  cause.  The  coming  generation  must  pass  judgment 
upon  this  great  political  change  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

In  1883  the  own  voted,  "  No  license."  One  year  after  the  Local  Option 
Bill  was  passed,  the  town  voted  in  favor  of  license,  and  the  selectmen 
opposed  the  measure  and  prevented  its  being  carried  into  effect. 

March  17,  1884.  "  Voted  to  grant  the  use  of  the  school  houses  in  the 
village  of  Attleborough  for  evening  schools,  to  be  maintained  by  the  trustees 
of  the  Richardson  School  Fund." 

At  this  meeting  the  question  of  division  was  again  brought  forward. 

"Voted  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  it  is  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  town,  that  this  town  should  be  divided  :  22:)  votes  for,  168  against." 

"  Voted  to  commit  the  entire  subject  of  the  division  of  the  town  to  a  com- 
mittee of  thirteen,  to  be  chosen  by  nomination  as  follows  :  five  from  the 
north  section  of  the  town,  five  from  the  east  section,  and  three  from  the 
south  section,  with  instructions  to  report  at  an  adjoui-ned  meeting."  The  fol- 
lowing named  gentlemen  constituted  this  committee:  Francis  S.  Draper, 
Oscar  M.  Draper,  William  H.  Rogers,  AVilliam  H.  Kling,  Joseph  G.  Bardeu, 
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"William  P.  Shaw.  Kdwiii  A.  Robinson,  Elisha  G.  INIay,  Charles  E.  Bliss, 
George  A.  Adams,  Philip  Urady,  (reorge  N.  Crandali,  Everett  S.  Ilorton. 

At  this  meetinii'  a  Board  of  Health  was  elected  for  the  li'"""*  time. 

March  29  the  committee  appointed  on  the  17th  instant  I'cported  in  favor  of 
division,  giving  several  reasons  as  to  its  expediency.  One  was,  there  being 
two  especially  thriving  sections  in  the  town,  their  "  municipal  and  business 
interests"  would  be  enhanced  liy  division  ;  another,  that  the  educational  facili- 
ties met  the  demand  in  each  section  ;  and  another  that  the  large  population  of 
the  town  could  easily  have  a  very  nearly  equal  division.  The  report  further 
stated.  —  •'That  the  municipal  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  town  and  the 
public  welfare  of  its  iuhalntants  on  account  of  our  greatly  increased  popula- 
tion and  diverse  interests  cannot  now  be  as  carefully  guarded  and  intelligently 
considered  as  in  the  past,  therefore  your  committee  find  that  the  municipal 
business  and  educational  interests  of  the  town  and  the  public  welfare  of  its 
inhabitants  demand  that  the  town  should,  and  we  I'ecommend  that  the  town 
be  divided  into  two  parts,  one  of  which  shall  include,  and  be  known  liy  the 
name  of  North  Attleborough,  and  tin;  other  or  remaining  part  as  Attle- 
borough."  The  committee  further  recommended  that  the  dividing  line  begin 
"  at  the  division  line  between  Norton  and  Mansfield,  and  running  southwest- 
erly in  a  straight  line  across  the  town  to  the  point  where  the  highway  from 
Adamsdale  touches  the  Khode  Island  line,  said  line  passing  neai-  the  resi- 
dence of  E.  1).  Paniicnlcr,  J.  C'l-chan.  W.  Givens,  and  tlirouuh  tlu'  village  of 
Oldtown.  crossing  the  turnpike  at  the  intersection  of  said  turiipilve  with  the 
higliway  leading  to  K.  Esteu's,  and  then  passing  near  the  house  of  H.  Car- 
penter north  of  Adamsdale  to  said  point  in  the  Rhode  Island  line." 

The  valuation  of  the  town  for  18^<.)  was  So,3(!7,U99.  By  saiil  division  line 
S<J6,720  would  be  taken  from  East  Attleborough,  $152,460  from  South  Attle- 
borough. The  valuation  of  North  Attleborough  was  82,465,99.").  With  tin- 
addition  North  Attleborough's  valuation  would  1)e  82,685,180;  that  of  East 
AttlclxM-ough  .$2,681,919.  The  committee  further  recommended  that  real  and 
perscnial  property  rights  of  action,  and  public  debt  existing  at  date  of  division 
be  divided  between  the  two  towns  according  to  the  valuation  of  jjropcrty 
within  the  limits  of  each,  to  be  assessed  l>y  a  Board  of  Appraisiis,  or  in  any 
other  way  the  town  might  detcrmint'.  W.  II.  Kling,  Charles  E.  I'.liss,  (i.  N. 
Crandali,  E.  S.  IIorl<.n,  W.  P.  Shaw.  \V .  II.  Rogers,  (;eo.  A.  Adams,  signe.l 
in  favor;  F.  S.  Drapn,  O.  .M .  Draper,  i;.  A.  Hohinson,  E.  <:.  May,  J.  G. 
li.arden,  were  o|)posed  to  those  measures  (and  Philip  I'.rady  nnist  have 
opposeil  them,  tiiough  his  name  was  not  found  with  tlu'se  olhers).  It  was 
voted  that  a  Con)niittee  of  live  be  appointeil  to  employ  a  (•oni|)etent  sui'Veyor 
to  survey  the  boini<lary  lines  of  tiie  town  and  report  with  a  |tlau  of  the  pro- 
])o,sed  new  line.  This  committee  were  (1.  \.  Adams,  C.  !•'..  Bliss,  !•"..(;.  May, 
<).  .M.  Draper,  .1.  (1.  P.anlen. 

Mav  17.  i'S8l,  Ihi^  matter  was  liroii<r|it  before  the  citizens  for  their  decision. 


HISTORY  OF  ATTLEBOBOUGH.  159 

"Upon  the  question,  '  Shall  the  town  be  divided?'  '  No,' 225  votes,  'Yes,' 
180  votes."  The  matter  at  this  time,  it  is  said,  hinged  more  upon  the  pro- 
posed line  than  upon  division  itself,  and  the  unfavorable  decision  was  because 
the  line  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  town. 

March  15,  188fi.  Upon  the  license  question  the  vote  stood,  "Yes,"  382  ; 
"No,"  434. 

August  27,  1886.  "  Voted  that  the  town  instruct  the  selectmen  to  divide 
the  town  into  as  man}^  voting  precincts  as  they  deem  proper."  This  arrange- 
ment was  for  greater  convenience  in  the  election  of  State  officers  at  the 
autumn  town  meetings.  The  annual  meetings  for  the  election  of  town  officers 
and  the  transaction  of  town  business  continued  to  be  held  as  before  at  Agri- 
cultural Hall.  At  this  same  meeting  in  August  it  was  voted  "  that  the  town 
light  the  main  thoroughfare  between  Attleborough  and  North  Attleborough 
(with  electric  lights)  ;  voted  to  appropriate  therefor  a  snm  not  to  exceed 
nine  hundred  dollars." 

September  18,  1886.  The  town  was  divided  into  three  voting  districts,  des- 
ignated as  North,  East,  and  South  Districts.  The  appropriations  for  1886 
were,  for  paupers,  $8,000;  for  highways  and  bridges,  823,000;  for  current 
expenses:  $8,000,  and  for  incidental  expenses, $5,000,  The  taxes  have  been 
very  heavy,  and  on  the  increase  for  several  years,  on  account  of  the  large 
debt  the  town  incurred  for  the  construction  of  its  waterwoi'ks,  and  the 
expenses  for  repairing  the  damages  caused  by  the  flood  of  February,  1886. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  March,  1887,  it  was  voted  —  78  to  52  —  to 
authorize  the  construction  of  a  tunnel  under  the  Park  Street  crossing  of  the 
Boston  and  Providence  R.  R.  Nothing  of  special  importance  came  up  at 
this  meeting  outside  the  usual  affairs,  such  as  acceptance  of  streets,  building  of 
bridges  over  highways  or  railroads,  school  appropriations,  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  town,  etc.  The  vote  at  this  meeting  on  the  license  question  stood, 
"No,"  561, '"Yes,"  497.  Appropriations  were  $90,000,  and  the  entire  amount 
to  be  raised  by  taxation  was  $128,400.  The  town  debt  amounted  to 
$153,500.  Of  this  sum,  $25,000  was  in  notes  for  the  balance  of  the  loan 
deposited  in  the  year  1883,  for  the  purchase  of  the  School  Districts'  property  ; 
$30,000  was  for  a  portion  of  the  balance  of  the  town's  indebtedness  not  pro- 
vided for  by  taxation  ;  $65,000  for  bonds  ;  and  $35,500  was  borrowed  in 
anticipation  of  the  taxes  for  1886-87. 

The  following  ladies  qualified  to  vote,  and  registered  in  March,  1887,  and 
thirty-four  of  the  number  cast  their  ballots  at  the  annual  meeting. 

Amelia  R.  Amos,  Emily  B.  Fittz,  Florence  Xightingale, 

Anne  F.  Barden,  Ellen  A.  Franklin,  Emily  R.  Perry, 

Cora  F.  Barden,  Jennie  F.  Fuller,  Louise  K.  Philbrook. 

Emma  L.  Battey,  Alice  D.  Graham,  Angee  M.  Porter, 

Pbebe  E.  Boomer,  Ellen  G.  Gustin,  Ellen  E.  Read, 

Harriet  A.  Blackinton,  Deborah  B.  Hatch,  Eliza  A.  Richardson, 

Zemira  Blackinton,  Hannah  F.  Hatch,  Mary  K.  Robbius, 
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Liiloni  E.  l?ri.i;i:». 
Martini  A.  Brijr^'s. 
Sophia  G.  Brown, 
Rliuila  P.  (.':i|iron. 
Rfl«'cca  M.  C'oomI)-. 
Cora  K.  C<>|h1:iii<1, 
^lartha  P.  <'()|n'l:iiul. 
Sarah  S,  I)r:ip<T. 
Jennie  E.  Elli-. 
Cornelia  Kvtntt. 
Ilannali  S.  Fi^lnr. 


Viola  I..  llMtih. 
(liristiiia  A.  Ilulinan, 
Eli/a  1).  llortoii. 
Eli/a  F.  Jolinstoii, 
Betsey  H.  Jonlaii. 
Eli/:il>etii  C.  Laiiili, 
Ermina  < '.  Lincoln. 
Arabella  L.  IJvscv. 
Clarissa  E.  LutliiT. 
Laura  V.  G.  Mac-kio 
Eliza  J.  Metcalf, 


Florence  M.  Sweet. 
Lu<-y  B.  Sweet, 
Liiey  ( '.  Sweet, 
Lydia  L  Sweet, 
Elizabeth  Stewart, 
3Iary  E.  Sweeney, 
Ma  B.  Thaeher, 
Julia  yi.  Tlioinas, 
Elizabeth  (i.  Tliurbcr, 
Helen  A.  Wexel, 
El  lie  E.  Whitint?, 


Elizabctli  yi.  Thurlier, 


Lena  F.  Whitinore. 


As  may  be  seen  by  the  last  annual  report  previous  to  the  division,  the  fol- 
lowing ofllcers  were  deemed  necessary  for  the  proper  attention  to  the  various 
affairs  of  this  town,  and  the  transaction  of  its  public  business:  Selectmen, 
three,  one  from  each  district ;  Assessors,  five  ;  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  three  ; 
Treasurer,  one  ;  Town  Clerk,  one  ;  School  Committee,  nine  members  ;  Tax 
Collectors,  three,  one  from  each  district ;  Road  Surveyors,  twenty  ;  Constables, 
twenty-five  ;  Board  of  Health,  five  members  ;  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners, 
three ;  Treasurer  of  same,  one ;  Sealer  of  Weights  and  ^Measures,  one ; 
Fence  Viewers,  five;  Surveyors  of  Wood  and  Bark,  ten;  Weighers  of  Coal 
and  Hay,  ten;  Surveyors  of  Lumber,  six;  Auditors,  three;  Pound  Keeper, 
one;  Truant  Officers,  three;  Special  Police,  eleven;  Fire  Police,  nine;  For- 
est Firewards,  nine,  three  in  each  district  ;  lioard  (»f  Kegistrars,  tour  mcni- 
bers  ;   Wardens,  nine,  tliree  for  each  district.      Total,  one  hinidred  and  sixty. 

During  1.S.S6  the  vexed  question  of  dividing  the  town  again  came  up,  and 
for  many  months  it  was  tlie  theme  for  general  discussion  tiiroughout  the 
entire  teiritorial  limit.  The  movement  in  this  matter  starteil  in  Hast  Attle- 
boroiigh.  The  lirst  perhaps  to  agitate  tlie  (piestion  pultlicly  was  Lyman  ^L 
Stanley,  ami  lie,  Everett  S.  Horton,  and  Charles  K.  Bliss,  were  the  chief 
promoters  of  the  movement  in  that  part  of  the  town. 

A  petition  asking  for  a  separation,  or  ilivisiou,  was  ciii'iilnteil,  and  was  at 
first  signed  by  about  three  hundred  (;^00)  jjersons.  Later,  this  number  was 
increased  to  five  htnidred  and  ninety-seven  (.V.»7).  Of  these  ."iHT  petitioners, 
'J 7  were  not  voters  ;  l.'iM  were  resident  nortli  of  the  propftsed  dividing  line, 
and  represented  82.">0,0()0  worth  of  ])roperty  ;  and  those  south  of  the  line 
represented  877.'»,0(JO  worth  of  property. 

A  remonstrance  was  also  circulated,  and  signecl  by  a  huge  numltcr  disfav- 
oring division.  The  property  repr<'sentc<l  by  the  whole  number  of  renion- 
Btrants  on  both  sides  of  tin?  line  was  S"J,ii>si  ,s,s7,  -ind  that  of  llie  whole 
number  of  petitioners,  88M;5,2.'{r»  —  Ichh  tli:in  half  as  min-h. 

The  jtetition  —  signed  by  Mr.  ( ).  M.  Draper  and  Iwcniy-live  other  citizens 
of  the  town  —  asking  the  Legishitnie  to  pr()vide  for  a  division  of  the  town 
and  to  authori/e  the  incr)rpor.'ilion  of  the  northerly  p<Mtion  as  a  new  town, 
was  a'^  follows  :  — 
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To  THE  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth 
OF  Massachusetts,  in  General  Court  Asspzmbled: 
The  undersigned  petitioners,  citizens  of  the  town  of  Attleborough,  respectfully  represent 
that  the  convenience  and  best  interests  of  the  inhabitants  demand  a  division  thereof;  therefore 
we  pray  that  that  portion  of  the  town  lying  northerly  of  a  line  commencing  at  a  stone  monu- 
ment situated  in  the  westerly  line  of  the  town  of  Attleborough,  on  the  northerly  side  of  the 
road  leading  westerl}'  from  the  Polly  Chace  place,  thence  easterly  in  a  straight  line  to  a  point 
on  the  east  side  of  the  road  one  hunflred  feet  southerly  of  the  house  of  Howard  E.  Rhodes, 
thence  deflecting  to  the  north  and  following  a  straight  line  passing  midway  between  Leprilete 
P.  Fisher's  house  and  the  house  of  the  late  Tisdale  E.  Fisher,  thence  in  the  same  course  to  the 
Mansfield  line  at  a  point  about  five  thousand  four  hundretl  and  fifty  feet  northerly  of  a  monu- 
ment at  the  corner  of  the  towns  of  Mansfield  and  Xorton,  be  incorporated  as  the  town  of  Xorth 
Attleborougli : 

O.  M.  Draper,  Edwin  Richards,  F.  A.  Xewell. 

D.  D.  Codding,  C.  E.  Smith,  L.  Z.  Carpenter, 

J.  D.  Richards,  G.  M.  Horton,  S.  W.  Carpenter, 

Geo.  W.  Cheever,  John  W.  Luther,  G.  N.  Craudall, 

T.  I.  Smith,  J.  L.  Wells,  L.  W.  Dean, 

O.  B.  Bestor,  L.  31.  Stanley,  G.  T.  Holmes, 

Chas.  W.  H.  Day,  Chas.  E.  Bliss,  A.  M.  Everett, 

John  P.  Bonnett,  E.  S.  Horton.  James  J.  Horton, 

E.  B.  Bullock.  A.  B.  Carpenter. 

Cornmonwealtli    of  MassacTm setts. 

Secretary's  Department. 

Boston,  November  18, 1886. 

I  direct  the  publication  of  the  above  petition  in  the  Attleborough  Chronicle  and  Attle- 

boro  Advocate.  Henry  B.  Peirce,  Secretary.. 

After  many  delays  and  postponements  which  extended  over  a  period  of  six 
months,  the  matter  was  finally  given  a  hearing  on  May  10th,  1887,  b\  the 
Committee  on  Towns,  in  the  Blue  Room  of  the  State  House.  The  following 
citizens  were  present  on  that  occasion  :  Ex-Senator  F.  L.  Burden,  Repre- 
sentatives A.  T.  Wales  and  T.  G.  Sandland,  C.  T.  Guild,  Chairman  of  the 
Selectmen,  Randolph  Knapp,  Town  Treasurer,  Rev.  John  Whitehill.  Post- 
master P.  E.  Brady,  George  N.  Crandall.  S.  P.  Lathrop,  Charles  E.  Bliss, 
Lyman  M.  Stanley,  Francis  G.  Pate,  Charles  E.  Smith,  "William  H.  Gould, 
Philip  M.  Carpenter,  Philip  Brady,  Oscar  M.  Draper,  Henry  Wexel,  William 
J.  Luther,  Lucius  Z.  Carpenter,  Albert  W.  Sturdy,  Charles  H.  Wetherell, 
George  Asa  Dean,  Dr.  John  R.  Bronson,  Edward  R.  Price,  J.  Lyman  Sweet, 
William  M.  Fisher,  Henry  F.  Barrows,  Everett  S.  Horton,  John  Thacher, 
Handel  X.  Daggett,  Elijah  R.  Read,  Arthur  B.  Carpenter,  Edgar  Perry, 
George  Randall. 

At  that  time  the  State  had  but  one  larger  town  than  Attleborough,  and 
that  was  Pittsfield.  A  statement  was  made  to  the  committee  regarding  the 
prior  actions  of  the  town  upon  the  division  question,  and  various  statistics 
were  also  given  relating  to  the  size,  population,  etc.,  by  the  Attorney  for 
Division.  Upon  the  first  day  the  evidence  was  confined  to  those  favoring 
division,  and  the  case  was  conducted  by  Attorney  F.  H.  Williams.     The  first 
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ptTson  ealK'tl  upon  to  iiive  testimony  was  Clmrles  E.  Bliss.  Tlie  hearing 
extended  over  two  days.  Tlie  attorneys  employed  J)y  the  anti-division  peo- 
ple were  Mr.  Story  and  ^Nlr.  Sherman  Hoar.  A  larue  nnmber  of  the  citizens 
altove  mentioned  gave  their  testimony  upon  one  side  of  the  question  or  the 
other,  expressing  their  opinions  as  to  the  expediency  or  non-expediency  of 
a  separation,  furnishing  statistics  upon  a  variety  of  points,  etc.,  but  it  is  not 
necessary  to  give  their  statements  in  detail  hero.  Several  expressed  as  their 
reason  for  desiring  division  the  lirm  conviction  that  economy  in  government 
would  of  necessity  follow ;  others  as  positively,  with  reasons,  their  conviction 
that  expenditures  would  be  increased.  One  gentleman  from  East  Attle- 
borough.  in  speaking  of  a  fellow-citizen,  said  :  "  He  is  from  North  Attle- 
borough.  which  is  four  miles  away,  and  which  is  connected  with  us  geographi- 
cally, and  in  no  other  relation  ;"  another,  in  reply  to  a  lawyer's  question  as 
to  how  the  two  sections  were  connected,  said:  "  ^'ery  much  as  the  Siamese 
twins  were  ;  each  does  just  as  it  pleases,  but  they  are  held  by  a  ligament 
whieh  is  very  disagreeable  ;  "  and  his  special  reason  for  desiring  separation 
was  in  a  word  •'  Home  Rule."  On  the  other  hand  facts  were  brougiit  forward 
to  sIkjw  that  there  were  many  more  bonds  of  union  between  the  two  parts 
than  those  atTected  liy  geographical  lines,  those  of  business  and  social  inter- 
ests being  especially  strong  in  the  estimation  of  many,  and  one  gentleman. 
a  resident  in  East  Attleborough  for  fifteen  years,  made  the  following  state- 
ment :  "  When  I  came  to  Attleborough  there  was  no  railioad  lo  North  Attle- 
borough. I  have  seen  Falls  Village  and  North  Attleliorough  become  one  vil- 
lage, and  Falls  \'illage  and  liobinsonville  joined  together.  Tiie  two  sections 
are  connected  somewhat  as  the  Siamese  twins,  but  let  them  alone  and  the  liga- 
ment will  be  larger  than  either."  Thus  the  unity  and  diversity  of  interests 
between  the  two  chief  villages  was  discussed  until  the  end  of  the  hearing. 
This  was  concluded  by  the  vote  of  the  Committee  on  Towns  to  aet  upon  tlie 
suggestion  of  the  attorney  for  division  and  visit  Attleborough. 

The  vote  was  carried  into  effect  on  iVIay  23,  upon  which  day  the  members 
of  the  committee  with  Mr.  Fred.  H.  Williams,  the  attorney  for  division,  and 
Mr.  Siierman  Hoar,  attorney  for  the  opposition,  arrived  in  town.  They  were 
received  by  a  committee  of  six  gentlemen — Messrs.  K.  S.  liorton.  C.  E. 
BlisH,  and  O.  M.  Draper,  representing  the  petitioners,  and  Messrs.  .1.  L. 
.Sweet,  John  Whitehill,  and  Burriil  l*orter.  Jr..  tlic  remonstrants.  Tlu'  two 
town  representatives,  T.  G.  Sandhuui  ami  A.  T.  Wales,  with  Messrs.  (i.  N. 
Crandall,  L.  M.  Stanley.  W.  H.  (;ould,  J.  L.  Wells,  and  a  representative  of 
the  Advoi'titc,  were  also  of  the  party.  A  large  barge  to  wliicli  four  horses 
were  attaciied  was  provided  by  ]<.  I).  Manchester,  ami  the  gc  ulh  ineu  were 
very  eomfortably  and  rapidly  conveye(l  over  the  selected  route,  whieh  com- 
prised tin-  principal  streets  of  East  .Vttleborough.  the  ilrive  thence  by  North 
Avenue  and  Falls  Village  to  North  A  ttl(lii)rougli.  whieh  wa^  Iravfrsed,  and 
iattT   in   the  liay  —  Mi.  E.    U.    I'licc   having  joined    the   |>:uty  —  the   diivc   to 
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West  and  South  Attleborough,  and  from  there  through  Hebronville  and 
Dodgeville  back  to  the  startiug-point.  It  may  interest  future  generations  of 
readers,  should  these  lines  ever  meet  their  eyes,  to  know  that  at  one  o'clock 
an  interval  of  relaxation  in  the  more  active  occupations  of  the  day  occurred, 
and  a  dinner  was  served  to  the  members  of  this  party  at  the  Wamsutta 
House —  a  good  one,  the  chronicler  adds,  who  was  one  of  the  partakers.  The 
committee,  after  this  visit  to  the  town,  reported  unanimously  in  favor  of 
division,  a  rather  unusual  occurrence  in  such  matters,  it  is  said.  They 
further  introduced  a  bill  into  the  Senate  providing  for  the  requested  division, 
with  an  amendment  which  placed  the  expense  attending  the  same  upon  the 
entire  tOAvn  as  it  was  before  the  change. 

The  following  table  of  figures  ^  shows  the  relative  size  of  the  two  towns, 
and  the  advantages  each  one  may  possess  in  certain  directions,  as  these  were 
estimated  before  the  division  was  effected,  though  the  two  portions  were  to 
be  made  as  nearly  equal  as  possible  in  every  respect. 

North  Attleborough.       Attleborough. 

Acreage lOJ-tS  acres,  14,166  acres. 

Population  (estimated) 7,100  6,900 

Valuation,  Personal  Estate $"56,895  $754,897 

Valuation,  Real  Estate $2,584,495  $2,360,862 

Polls 1,623  1,630 

Voters  (estimated) 972  900 

Houses       1,186  929 

High  Schools 1  1 

High  School  Scholars 44  45 

Schoolhouses 11  13 

Scholars  (excepting  High) 1.258  1,265 

Churches  and  Chapels 8  8 

National  Banks,  Savings  and  Loan  Fund  Associa- 
tions, Water  and  Gas  Companies,  Fire  Depart- 
ments, Libraries 1  of  each  1  of  each. 

Savings  Banks        1  0 

Hotels 2  2 

Railway  Stations 3  3 

Postotfices 2  5 

Public  Property :  — 

Lock-ups 1  1 

Almshouses 0  1 

Stone-crusher        1  0 

Schoolhouses 11  13 

Towns  in  State  having  smaller  valuation      ....  284  278 

Towns  in  State  having  smaller  number  of  polls    .    .  296  296 

Following  is  the  Act  of  Division,  with  the  exception  of  Section  11, 
which  provides  that  the  act  shall  take  eft'ect  before  November  1,  1887,  in 
case  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  the  town  accept  it. 

Section  1.  All  that  part  of  the  town  of  Attleborough  comprised  within  the  following 
limits,  that  is  to  say,  beginning  at  a  stone  monument  situated  in  the  boundary  line  between  the 
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town  of  Attlfboruiiirli  aiul  till- ti'u  II  of  ('ihhIxtIuiuI.  in  tlie  state  of  J{lioil<-  l-hiiul.  ami  on  the 
uortlierlv  side  of  tho  road  Icadiin:  woterly  from  the  Tolly  Cliace  place,  so  railed;  theiiee  ruii- 
nin:;  easterly  in  a  straiirbt  line  to  a  jioint  on  the  east  side  of  the  roatl  one  lunulred  feet 
sontherlv  of  the  honse  of  Howard  K.  Uhodes;  thenee  delleeting  to  the  north  and  following 
a  straiirlit  line  passing  midway  between  Leprilete  P.  Fisher's  house  and  the  house  of  the  late 
Tisdale  E.  Fisher:  thenee  iu  the  same  course  to  a  monuuieut  in  the  boundary  line  between  the 
towns  of  Attleborough  and  Manslield  live  thousand  four  hundred  and  tifty  feet  northerly  of 
a  monument  at  the  e(U-ner  of  the  towns  of  ^lanstield  and  Norton:  thence  northwesterly  on  the 
boundary  line  as  it  now  exists  between  the  towns  of  Attlel)oroui;h  and  ManslieM  till  it  comes 
to  a  corner  niarkinir  the  boundary  of  the  towns  of  Attleborough.  ^lanstield  and  Wrenthani; 
theuce  southwesterly  by  the  boundary  Hue  as  it  now  exists  between  the  towns  of  Attlel)oroujrh 
and  Wrenthani  to  a  corner  markinir  the  boundary  of  the  said  towns  of  Attleborouirh  and 
AVreiitham  and  the  town  of  C"uml)crlaud  in  tiie  state  of  IJhode  Island;  thence  about  soutlierly 
alouir  the  boumlary  line  between  the  said  towns  of  Attlcltorough  and  Cumberland  to  the  point 
of  beirinning.  is  hereby  set  of!"  from  Attleborough  and  incorporated  a  town  under  the  Name  of 
North  Attleborough;  and  the  town  of  North  Attleborough  is  luneby  invested  with  all  the 
powers,  prisileges,  rights  and  immunities,  and  made  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  liabilities  of 
other  towns  of  the  Commonwealth. 

.Section  2.  The  inhabitants  and  estates  witluu  the  territory  hereby  set  oil"  and  the  owners 
of  such  est:Ues  shall  be  holdeu  to  pay  all  taxes  assessed  and  in  arrears  to  the  same  persons, 
aud  such  taxes  may  be  collected  iu  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed;  and 
until  the  next  state  valuation  the  town  of  North  Attleborough.  annually,  in  the  month  of 
November,  shall  pay  to  the  town  of  Attleborough  the  proportion  of  any  st.ate  or  county  tax 
which  the  said  town  of  Attleborough  may  be  recpiired  to  pay  upon  the  inhabitants  or  estates 
hereby  set  ott',  said  proportion  to  be  ascertained  by  the  last  valuation  next  preceiling  the 
passage  of  this  act;  and  the  assessors  of  Attleborough  shall  make  returns  of  said  valuation, 
anil  the  proportion  thereof  in  the  towns  of  Attleborough  and  North  Attleborough,  respect- 
ively, to  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  and  to  the  county  coMunissioners  of  the  county  of 
Bristol. 

Skctiox  3.  The  towns  of  Noi-th  Attleborough  aud  Attleborough  shall  be  lial)lc,  respect- 
ively, for  the  relief  and  support  of  all  persons  now  or  hereafter  needing  aid  as  i>aupers,  or 
who  nuiy  tlerive  or  ac<|uire,  or  who  have  derived  or  :ic<iuired,  a  settlement  within  their 
respective  limits.  And  the  town  of  North  Attleborough  shall  pay  annually  to  the  town  of 
Attleltorough  such  proportion  of  all  costs  for  the  relief  and  stipjjort  of  jicrsons  now  or  here- 
after needing  aid  as  ))aupers  who  may  or  have  derived  or  acquired  a  settlement  by  reason  of 
nulitary  service  as  part  of  the  quota  of  Attleltorough,  or  who  cannot  be  located  on  the  site 
whence  their  settlement  is  derived  or  wheiu-e  it  was  ac(|uir'ed.  as  the  valuation  of  the  town  of 
North  Attleborough  bears  to  that  of  Attleborough  as  it  is  now  bonuiled.  according  to  the  last 
.».tate  valuation  prim-  to  said  ndief  and  support. 

SErrioN  4.  Existing  rights  of  action  in  favor  of  or  against  the  town  of  Altlcliorougli  nuiy 
l»e  instituted  and  prosecuted  or  defended  by  said  town  in  the  same  maimer  and  with  like  etlect 
DH  befr»re  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  the  amount  recovi-reil  therein  shall  be  paid  or  received 
as  the  case  may  be  by  the  town  of  Attleboi'ough,  and  reckoning  costs  and  expenses,  including 
counsel  feer..  shall  be  divided  lu-twcen  the  town*  in  the  ratio  of  one-half  to  North  Attle 
borou>?h  ami  one-half  to  Attleltorough. 

.Sk<tion  5.  The  corporati-  jiroperty  of  the  town  of  Allliboiouu'b,  iiolli  real  and  pers(Hial, 
in  being  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  tlu'  town  debts  then  existing,  shall  be 
divided  between  the  town- of  .\tIleborough  and  North  AllleboidiiKh  according  to  the  \alua- 
tion  of  the  property  within  their  ri;«pective  liinils.  as  assessed  May  liist.  eighteen  hundred  and 
elghty-»ix.  The  towns  sliall  -(-verally  retain  and  hold  all  tin-  real  an<l  personal  properly  now 
within  (lieir  respective  limit'-,  upon  a  valuation  to  lie  agreed  upon  by  the  boards  of  seleclmen 
of  I'otli  towiiH  in  concurrence,  and  ditl'ereiice-  in  valuation  sh:ill  be  (M|uali/ei|  and  balances 
fldjii«te<l  by  apportionment  of  the  town  debt.  In  case  of  a  failure  to  agree  n|ion  a  vahiatiiui  or 
dlvjvion  of  the  a»<tels  and  liabilities,  the  same  shali  be  determined  by  a  board  of  three  c(miinis- 
nloner*.  neiiher  of  whom  shall  lie  residents  of  eithitr  of  said  towns,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
»»U|Krrlor  court  for  the  county  of  MrUii.l  in  term  lime  or  vaentlon,  upon  |ieiiii.in  of  either  town 
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with  notice  to  tlie  other.  The  commission  so  appointed  shall  sit  and,  after  liearing-  both  parties, 
determine  the  matters  of  disagreement  aforesaid,  and  return  their  award  into  said  court,  and 
the  award  of  the  majority,  when  accepted  by  the  court,  shall  be  tiual;  and  said  court  may 
issue  any  writ  or  make  any  order  thereon  necessary  to  carry  the  same  into  effect.  The  award 
may  be  set  aside  for  fraud  or  manifest  error,  Init  for  no  other  cause,  and  thereupon  may  be 
recommitted  to  the  same  or  other  commissioners  to  be  appointed  for  the  same  purpose,  with 
like  powers  and  duties  as  aforesaid. 

Section  6.  The  town  of  Xorth  Attleborough  shall,  until  otherwise  provided  by  law,  con- 
tinue to  be  a  part  of  the  second  congressional  district,  of  the  second  councillor  district,  of  the 
first  Bristol  senatorial  district  and  the  tirst  Bristol  representative  district ;  ;ind  at  all  elections 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  North  Attleborough  shall  vote  at  polling  places  to  be  furnished 
within  the  town.  The  selectmen  and  clerk  of  the  town  of  Xorth  Attleborough  shall  make 
returns  of  elections  as  if  the  town  had  existed  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  said  districts. 

Section  7.  Any  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  Bristol  county,  residing  in  the  town 
of  North  Attleborough,  may  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  any  inhabitant  of  said  town, 
requiring  him  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  thereof  qualified  to  \ote  in  town  attairs,  to 
meet  at  the  time  and  place  therein  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  all  such  officers  as 
towns  are  by  law  authorized  and  required  to  choose  at  their  annual  meetings,  and  said  warrant 
shall  be  observed  by  posting  copies  thereof,  attested  by  the  person  to  whom  the  same  is 
directed,  in  three  or  more  public  places  in  the  town  of  North  Attleborough,  seven  days  at 
least  l)efore  the  time  of  such  meeting.  Such  justice,  or  in  his  absence  such  inhal)itant  required 
to  notify  the  meeting,  shall  preside  until  the  choice  of  a  moderator  in  said  town  meeting.  The 
selectmen  of  the  town  of  Attleborough  shall,  before  said  meeting,  prepare  a  list  of  voters  in 
the  town  of  North  Attleborough  qualified  to  vote  at  said  meeting,  and  shall  deliver  the  same 
to  the  person  presiding  at  such  meeting  liefore  the  choice  of  moderator  thereof. 

Section  8.  The  towns  of  Attleborough  and  North  Attleborough  shall  bear  the  expense 
of  making  the  necessary  surveys  and  establishing  the  lines  between  the  towns  of  Attleborough 
and  North  Attleborough. 

Section  9.  The  town  of  Attleborough  shall  pay  to  the  town  of  North  Attleborough 
a  half  part  of  whatever  amount  may  hereafter  be  refunded  to  said  town  of  Attleborough  from 
the  state  or  United  States,  to  reimburse  it  for  bounties  to  soldiers  or  state  aid  heretofore  paid 
to  the  families  of  soldiers  after  deducting  all  reasonable  expenses. 

Section  10.  All  rights  heretofore  secured  to  existing  corporations  upon  the  territory 
hereby  incorporated  shall  continue  as  though  this  act  had  not  passed. 

The  ai-guinents  brought  Ijv  the  petitioners  for  a  division  were  chiefly  that 
the  size  of  the  town  was  too  great;  that  there  was  not  one  centre,  but  two; 
that  these  were  practically  the  centres  of  two  towns,  as  they  were  separated 
both  by  distance  and  diversity  of  interests ;  that  the  inhabitants  already 
numbered  too  many  to  be  properly  managed  by  one  official  body,  this  body 
having  for  some  time  been  broken  into  sectional  parts  ;  that  the  voters  were 
too  numerous  to  be  satisfactorily  handled  at  one  meeting-place  for  the  trans- 
action of  public  affairs ;  that  the  rivali-y  existing  between  the  two  largest 
villages  had  already  caused  much  legislation  for  improvements,  and  that  the 
result  of  this  legislation  had  been  to  impose  burdensome  taxes  upon  the 
entire  town  ;  that  these  and  future  similar  burdens  would  be  much  lightened 
by  having  two  towns  in  place  of  one  ;  in  fact,  that  economies  impossible 
with  one  town  could  easily  be  practised  with  two,  etc.,  and  it  was  the  opin- 
ion of  some  that  the  only  alternative  to  division  was  municipal  government 
with  all  its  attendant  expenses  in  the  not  far  distant  future.  To  each  of 
these  arguments  those  opposing  division  said  in  a  word:   "  It  is  not  so,"  or 
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''It  "v7/  not  be  true."  Tlu-v  aririu-il  tli:it  tlicii'  was  no  more  roiisdii  for  mak- 
iiiir  two  towns  on  acconnt  of  size  than  wlien  Attleliorongh  was  a  part  of  tlie 
Keliobotli  Nortli  Pmcliase.  its  territory  being  in  fact  less  than  at  that  time  by 
the  removal  of  the  Gore,  now  the  town  of  Cumberland,  R.  I.  ;  that  voters 
ooultl  l>e  ac<-ommoilateil  and  town  Itusiness  properly  transacted  under  the 
existing  conditions  ;  tliat  the  two  more  populous  sections  were  not  "  united 
only  geographically,"  but  that  their  interests  were  decidedly  in  many  ways 
one  and  the  same  ;  and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  list. 

The  day  appointed  for  deciding  this  long  talked  of  and  ini[)ortant  matter 
was  July  .SOth,  18<s7.  Previous  to  this  time  great  efforts  had  been  made  by 
each  side  to  turn  the  tide  of  the  popular  vote  in  its  direction.  Party  spirit 
had  run  high,  and  jiart}'  feeling  was  very  deep.  To  both  sides  equally  this 
seemed  a  question  of  vital  interest  to  the  good  of  the  town,  and  in  the  eyes 
of  the  one  side  and  of  the  other,  whichever  way  the  scales  should  turn,  so 
strong  were  the  convictions  and  so  bitter  and  pronounced  was  the  partisan- 
ship, it  seemed  as  if  the  life  of  the  town  hung  upon  the  Italance,  and  its 
whole  future  prosperity  depended  upon  the  issue.  Such  being  the  conditions, 
it  is  greatly  to  the  credit  of  our  citizens  that  when  the  momentous  day  arrived 
they  conducted  the  necessary  business  in  the  most  quiet  and  courteous  man- 
ner. One  says:  '"In  all  the  precincts  it  was  very  orderly  and  (juiet.  OfK- 
cers  were  present  to  enforce  order  if  necessary,  but  they  had  literally  nothing 
to  do  l»ut  to  kill  time." 

In  North  Attlel>orough  little  if  any  opposition  work  was  carried  on  during 
voting  hours.  The  voting  was  done  in  the  old  Uuiversalist  Church  building, 
and  the  polls  in  that  precinct  were  closed  at  4.10  p.m.  At  Attleborough 
the  gathering  was  a  larger  one.  Several  gentlemen  opposed  to  division 
did  considerable  *' f|uiet  work,"  while  others  were  active  upon  the  opposite 
side.  Here  the  polls  were  opened  in  the  Engine  House  on  South  Main 
Street  and  were  closed  at  4.30  p.m.  At  South  Attleborough  one  man  espe- 
cially was  very  active  in  bringing  opposition  voters  to  tlie  polls  at  Merry 
•Hall.  The  citizens  there  and  in  the  west  i)art  of  the  town  had  bi-en  decid- 
edly against  division  from  the  commencement  of  the  last  nKncmeiit  in  lliat 
direction.  Tlie  polls  there  dosed  at  I  p.m..  and  the  result  was  no  uncertain 
one. 

We  again  quote  tlic  words  of  aiiothcr:  •*lt  was  uoticcalile  at  the  polling 
places  that  most  every  man  who  voted  was  decided  in  his  mind,  and  while 
utti-mpts  were  made  by  both  sirlcs  to  inlluence,  they  were  practically  aban- 
doned early  in  tiic  day.  Another  i)l('asiii'j:  thing  to  record  is  that  tlic  utmost 
goixl  humor  prevailed.  i'licrt.'  was  good-naturecl  challing,  and  occasi(»nally 
8ome  on»'  wan  exj-ited  into  a  little  louder  toiu'  of  voice  than  common,  t»ut 
considering  the  iinpoitancc  of  the  occasion  and  the  earnestness  on  lioih  sides 
it  wiiH  renmrkably  quiet,  and  highly  creditable  that  it  was  so." 

The  oHlcial  count  stands  as  folhnvs  :  — 
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Yeas.          Nays.  Total. 

North  Attleborough 234               371  605 

East  Attleborough 414               180  594 

South  AttleborouKh 17                91  108 

Total  Yeas 665 

Total  Nays 642 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 1,307 

Majority  in  favor  of  division 23 

Thus  by  a  small  majority  this  great  qnestiou  was  decided,  and  out  of  the 
single  town  which  had  lived  and  prospered  for  almost  two  hundred  years  two 
entire  towns  "fully  armed  and  equipped"  were  called  into  existence.  Ap- 
parently the  matter  was  settled,  and  it  was  generally  supposed  that  it  only 
remained  for  the  citizens  of  each  section  to  assemble  and  in  due  form  to 
elect  the  several  officers  required,  when  the  whole  of  two  small  but  separate 
governments  would  be  set  in  motion.  This  was  accordingly  soon  done.  On 
the  tenth  of  August  the  new  officers  for  Attleborough  were  duly  nominated 
at  a  meeting  held  on  the  evening  of  that  day  in  Park  Hall.  On  the  following 
evening  the  citizens  of  the  new  town  assembled  in  Engine  Hall  and  nomi- 
nated the  officers  for  North  Attleborough.  The  first  town  meeting  of  the 
new  town  was  held  in  the  old  Universalist  Church  at  ten  o'clock  a.m.,  August 
thirteenth,  and  the  officers  previously  nominated  were  elected  with  a  few 
changes.  In  Attleborough  the  first  meeting  was  held  on  the  same  day  in  the 
South  Main  Street  Engine  House,  when  the  officers  already  nominated  were 
elected  by  au  almost  unanimous  vote.  At  this  meeting  on  motion  of  A.  T.. 
Wales  the  following  vote  was  passed:  ''  As  the  Agricultural  hall,  where  we 
have  formerly  held  town  meetings,  has  ceased  to  be  within  the  limits  of  the 
town  of  Attleboro,  by  reason  of  the  setting  off  of  part  of  the  territory,  the 
selectmen  are  instructed  to  notify  the  Attleboro  Agricultui-al  Association  that 
the  occupation  of  their  property  l)y  the  tow^n  of  Attleboro,  will  be  discon- 
tinued from  this  date." 

The  new  officers  were  not  however  allowed  to  commence  their  duties  at 
ouce.  The  result  of  the  decision  made  on  July  thirtieth  had  scarcely  been 
announced  when  rumors  of  attempts  to  challenge  the  legality  of  the  vote 
were  heard,  and  two  days  thereafter  it  was  stated  that  the  town  treasurer 
would  decline  to  tiu'u  over  the  funds  in  his  hands  to  any  other  official.  It 
was  also  stated  that,  should  the  citizens  attempt  to  hold  meetings  for  the 
nomination  and  election  of  new  officers,  injunctions  would  be  issued  against 
them.  Nine  gentlemen  from  North  Attleborough  and  one  from  Attleborough 
united  in  petitioning  for  an  injunction  against  both  the  officers  who  proposed 
to  hold  the  meetings  and  those  who  were  to  serve  the  necessary  warrants  for 
the  same.  A  delay  occurred,  and  the  injunction  was  not  obtained  in  time. 
All  that  could  then  be  done  was  to  give  formal  notice  of  the  expected  injunc- 
tion, and  such  notices  were  sent  to  the  meetings  in  both  places.  As  has  been 
seen,  however,  the  meetings  were  held  and  the  officers  nominated  and  elected. 
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At'tiT  this  the  lu'titidii  fur  an  iiijiimtioii  waN  aiiit'iultMl.  and  it  was  rccjuested 
thai  the  lu-w  oHii-t'i's  shmild  lie  f()rl)i(UUMi  to  act  and  the  old  ones  directt'd 
uot  to  recdgnize  them  bv  transniittinix  any  public  funds  to  their  hands.  The 
ten  gentlemen  who  presented  the  petition  were  Kdward  K.  Price,  T.  A.  Bar- 
den,  H.  F.  Bairows,  Lafayette  Draper,  C.  !>.  Thompson.  .1.  i\.  Harden, 
E.  S.  Williams,  .lohn  H.  Curtis.  John  S.  Follett,  and  II.  M.  Daggett;  and 
Ollicer  Brown  serveil  notices  upon  F.  I.  Bal)COck,  C.  T.  Guild,  O.  INI.  Draper, 
Elijah  C'apron,  .1.  T.  Bates,  and  R.  Knapj),  sumnioning  them  to  appear 
before  the  Supreme  .Indicial  Court,  in  Taunton,  upon  tiie  lirst  ^Monday  iu 
October,  1887.  to  answer  to  the  complaints  prefern-il  \)\  tlie  petitioners. 
The  hearing  was  given  upon  this  petition  by  Mr.  Justice  Holmes  of  the  Supreme 
liench,  but  he  ruled  it  out  of  court  on  the  ground  that  a  few  citizens  were  not 
surticient  to  bring  an  action  under  such  circumstances. 

Following  this  decision,  Mi'.  Knapp  petitioned  as  town  treasurer  "  for  a 
writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  the  three  collectors  of  the  old  town,  who  still 
continued  as  collectors  under  the  act  authorizing  division,  to  pay  over  to  him 
whatever  public  funds  they  might  have  in  their  possession."  .Messrs.  Ben- 
nett ami  Teel  were  the  attorneys  engaged  for  3Ir.  Knapp  by  his  supporters  ; 
and  the  collectors,  though  still  nouiinally  the  defendants,  *' autiiorized 
Messrs.  Gaston  &  Fales.  through  the  selectmen  of  the  two  towns,  to  act 
for  them."  Mr.  Gaston  entered  a  denunrer  to  the  effect  th:it,  the  collectors 
having  given  l)onds  not  to  any  one  person  but  to  the  town,  legal  proceedings 
against  them  must  therefore  originate  with  the  town,  and  Mr.  Knapp's 
petition  ('(juld  not  for  that  reason  be  legally  granted.  This  case,  with  the 
demurrer,  it  was  decided  shouM  lie  reported  to  the  full  bench. 

Finding  a  final  decision  thus  still  unreached  satisfactorily,  the  gentlemen 
who  originated  these  steps  toward  undoing  the  action  of  the  town  made  one 
more  attcnipt  in  favor  of  carrying  out  thcii- [iroject .  They  were  gentlemen 
whose  motives  were  well  understood.  They  saw  only  injiny  and  no  lit'uefit 
to  tlu'ir  native  town  in  division  and  honestly  deemed  it  to  1h'  iluir  duty  to  do 
all  in  their  ]»ower  to  prevent  the  action  from  going  \\\U)  elTi'ct.  Their  reasons 
were  resp'.'cted,  though  their  course  may  have  been  deprecated  by  many  as 
unnecessary  and  unwise.  Following  the  last-nientioiud  proct't'dings.  a  writ 
of  '///'y  "•firntnto  \\i\H  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  .Vttorney-(  ii-neral.  i'he  peti- 
tU)U  for  this  idleged  th:it  Mi-.  Knapp  was  acting  illegally  as  'I'own  Treasurer. 
MoH.srs.  Bennett  «.V;  l-'ales  were  .Mi.  K  napp's  counsel  in  this  case,  and  1"'.  B. 
Byram  was  «ele«-ted  to  represent  the  Attorney-(  ieneral.  The  counsel,  though 
nominally  opposed,  were  "  in  reality  representing  but  one  side."  Tlu' attor- 
neyfl  agreed  upon  a  HtutemenI  of  f.acts,  which  tlicv  iiic^cnted  to  .Indgr  llolmcH 
for  a  decision,  (hie  of  the  f.*i<-ts  alleged  was  that  sonic  tiftv  or  more  jiersonH 
who  dcHiierJ  to  register  were  illegally  d»'prived  of  their  right  to  do  so; 
another,  tlint  the  meetings  were  not  hehl  at  the  "  same  time"  in  the  three 
precincts    bicauHc    they    closed    at    dilTcicnt     lionis.     Jiid^e    Holmes   at   once 
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decided  that  this  new  presentation  and  the  connection  its  counsel  had  with 
the  former  petitions  to  the  court  involved  complications,  and  he  therefore 
requested  Mr.  Gaston,  also  previoush^  connected  with  it.  "•  to  enter  into  the 
case  for  the  Attorney-General."  This  he  consented  to  do  and  proceeded  to 
dispute  "  the  alleged  facts,"  disproving  the  one  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
a  certain  number  of  voters  were  unlawfull}'  deprived  of  their  right.  Upon 
the  suggestion  of  the  judge  that  this  was  not  material  to  the  points  in  dis- 
pute, Mr.  Gaston  ''  finalh'  assented  to  the  proposition  that  that  number 
might  have  registered  had  the  opportunity  been  given."  This  point  was 
immaterial  because  there  was  no  means  of  deciding  that  the  result  would 
have  been  changed  had  fifty  or  more  other  voters  cast  their  votes.  Testi- 
mony was  given  to  the  effect  that  the  two  towns  were  then  acting  as  such, 
and  it  was  admitted  by  one  of  the  counsel  that  they  were  "two  towns  de 
facto.''  The  ruling  of  Judge  Holmes  was  "  that  the  provisions  of  the  divi- 
sion act  were  declaratory  and  not  mandatory.  That  is,  while  certain  things 
were  provided  to  be  done  the  failure  to  do  them  did  not  render  the  division 
invalid."  The  natural  further  ruling  was  therefore  that  the  office  of  town 
treasurer  formerly  held  by  Mr.  Kuapp  was  legally  vacant,  and  this  involved 
a  further  ruling  in  favor  of  the  collectors,  who  could  not  l)e  ordered  to  pay 
any  moneys  into  the  hands  of  a  man  thus  unauthorized  to  receive  them. 
This  decided  the  case  "  in  favor  of  the  respondents  who  thereupon  appealed 
to  the  full  bench." 

The  case  was  practically  ended,  and  the  work  of  the  two  towns  went  on 
under  the  officers  duly  elected.  Before  it  "was  reached  in  the  full  court 
the  legislature  intervened  and  1)y  their  act  ratified  the  proceedings,  and  ren- 
dered any  further  action  by  the  court  unnecessary." 

Acts  and  Resolves.  March,  1888,  Chap.  98.  An  Act  to  confirm  the  proceedings  of  the 
town  meeting  of  the  town  of  Attleborough,  held  on  the  thirtietli  day  of  July  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  The  proceedings  of  the  town  meeting  of  the  town  of  Attleboi-ough  held  on  the 
thirtieth  day  of  July  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven  for  the  purpose  of  accept- 
ing the  provisions  of  chapter  four  hundred  and  twelve  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven,  being  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Xorth  Attleborough,  shall  not 
be  invalid  by  reason  of  a  failure  to  designate  polling  places  in  the  several  voting  precincts  of 
said  town  of  Attleborough,  or  of  a  failure  to  make  any  necessary  registration  of  voters;  and 
the  acceptance  of  said  act  by  said  meeting  is  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed. 

Sect.  2.    This  act  shall  take  ettect  upon  its  passage.     {Approved  March  6, 1888. 

Shortly  subsequent  to  the  decision  of  Mr.  Justice  Holmes  on  the  division 
question,  the  annual  town  meetings  for  the  election  of  State  officers  occurred. 
Attleborough  continued  the  Republican  majority  so  long  maintained  in  the 
community  of  East  Attleborough,  and  the  Republicans  of  North  Attlebor- 
ough were  especialh'  desirous  of  establishing  the  record  of  their  new  town 
.with  a  Republican,  stamp.  The  meeting  there  was  a  A^ery  lively  one,  both 
parties  being  determined  to  score  a  victory,  and  the  result  was  an  unusually 
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larire  VDto,  soventy-sfven  per  cent,  of  the  whole  possible  mimber  of  votes 
beinir  cast.  The  majority  was  a  good  one  in  favor  of  the  Republicans,  and 
the  whole  party  there  was  properly  highly  jubilant  over  their  success.  Red 
fire  and  fireworks  were  displayed  in  great  abundance;  a  band — White's  — 
was  secured,  and  a  torchlight  procession  was  formed,  which,  under  the  able 
marshalship  of  ^Ir.  John  B.  Peck,  pursued  its  brilliant  and  enthusiastic 
march  through  all  the  principal  streets  of  the  village,  which  were  well  filled 
with  interested  spectators. 

When  the  result  of  the  vote  was  made  known,  from  all  sides  the  new  town 
received  cordial  welcomes  and  hearty  congratulations  from  sister  towns,  and 
manv  good  wishes  for  a  future  of  ever  continuing  prosperity'  were  expiessed. 
So  North  Attleborough  started  on  her  new  career  under  most  fair  and  prom- 
ising circumstances.  We  too  wish  her  every  measure  of  true  success  and 
as  honorable  a  record  of  her  own  as  has  been  heretofore  the  record  of  the 
mother  town  ;  but  most  of  all  we  wish  she  was  still  a  part  of  the  one  old 
town,  and  tliat  the  long  talki'd  of  (niestion  had  l)een  one  of  duser  union,  not 
of  (I  i  s  III  <' III  I K' fine  lit. 

In  telling  the  story  of  Division  we  have  endeavored  to  simply  relate  facts 
as  they  have  been  presented  to  us,  adding  but  few  comments.  It  is  not  yet 
time  (1888)  to  pronounce  upon  the  merits  of  this  decision.  All  opinion, 
even  the  most  decided,  upon  resulting  benefits  or  injuries  is  only  conjectural; 
all  prosperity  upon  the  one  hand,  or  all  adversity  upon  the  other,  can  be 
equallv  only  prophetic.  From  the  nature  of  the  case,  it  must  be  years  before 
the  results  can  Vie  accurately  known  and  measured,  therefore  upon  the  next 
generation  will  devolve  the  duty  of  pronouncing  a  correct  judgment  as  to  the 
cood  or  ill  of  this  act  of  their  fathers.  We  cannot  pretend,  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary here,  to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  arguments  so  strongly  urged  in 
favor  of  a  separation,  but  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  great  majority  on  both 
sides  of  the  (piestion  were  entirely  sincere  in  the  opinions  they  severally 
held  and  in  wliai  thcv  said  ami  did  looki-d  to  tlic  good  of  their  coniniuiiities 
an<l  the  town  or  prospective  two  towns.  W'v  have  no  doul)t  also  that  many 
in  all  parts  of  both  the  towns,  Avhile  properly  acijuiescing  in  the  decision 
made  bv  the  citizens  and  yidiling  their  allegiance  honestly  to  tlu'  new  town 
or  the  old  ah  it  may  be  due,  still  wish  most  stronglv  and  deeply  that  no 
change  had  been  made,  and  that  .\.rri,i:it(>i{oL(;n  was  still  one  in  territory  and 
in  name. 

To  record  the  fact  of  division  is  the  one  sad  task  tiiut  devolves  upon  us  in 
our  attempts  to  complete  this  historical  sketch  connnenceil  so  many  years 
ago.  We  can  l»ut  think  somewhat  of  oi:r  own  personal  rci^icts  in  the  matter, 
but  most  <jf  all  we  think  as  wi-  urite  of  tiie  deep  soirow  it  would  iiave  caused 
him  whose  work  this  book  is.  His  elTorts  would  have  been  tireless  and 
UDcea.sing  to  prevent  this  act  ;  he  would  have  seen  in  it  no  possible  good,  luit 
every  possible  ill.     Had  lie  lived  until  the  day  of  its  completion,  that  would 
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have  been  one  of  the  saddest  of  his  long  life,  and  the  fact  that  the  house  in 
which  he  was  born  stands  not  in  the  old  town,  but  in  the  new,  would  have 
deepened  and  intensified  his  sorrow.  He  loved  every  inch  of  the  great 
town's  territory  as  a  lohole,  and  to  divide  it  asunder  would  have  savored  of 
cruelty  to  him  ;  and  though  he  would  have  been  glad  that  the  portion  in 
which  he  for  the  most  part  lived  —  where  his  personal  interests  were  most 
deeply  centred  —  still  retains  the  well-loved  name,  the  fact  could  never  have 
brought  to  his  mind  any  adequate  compensation  for  the  change  which  he 
would  have  looked  upon  as  one  promising  only  irreparable  deterioration  and 
loss.  Since  it  was  so  to  be,  we  can  but  rejoice  for  his  sake  that  his  hand, 
which  penned  so  many  of  these  lines  with  pride  and  pleasure,  was  spared  the 
pain  of  making  such  an  ending  to  his  work,  and  that  this  deed  was  not  done 
until  his  voice,  always  raised  in  urging  forward  everything  that  would  benefit 
the  town  so  dear  to  his  heart,  had  been  silenced  in  the  grave. 
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CHAPTKR    VII. 

THE    Civil,    WAl!.  —  PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    TOWN.  EXPERIENCES    AND' 

REMINISCENCES    OF    SOLDIERS,    ETC. 

A  PHIL.  1861,  saw  the  opening  act  of  a  great  drama,  the  greatest  of 
iiioilern  times.  Keliel  guns  opening  fire  upon  Fort  Sumter  gave  the 
signal,  and  the  curtain  rose.  Four  years  this  [)hiy  was  acting,  one  grand 
scene  after  another  forming  itself  upon  the  stage  before  the  eyes  of  an 
observant  world.  April,  l.s6."),  saw  the  closing  act.  The  sword  of  one 
great  general,  offered  liy  iiim  to  anotlu'r,  gave  the  signal  for  the  curtain  to 
fall.  The  awful  tragedy  was  ended,  and  again,  as  before  in  the  days  of  our 
forefathers,  all  our  people  were  free.  Even  the  children  of  that  day  cau 
recall  how  the  booming  of  those  first  guns  startled  the  whole  land.  Through 
its  length  and  breadth  the  echoes  rolled,  sounding  their  evil  tidings,  and  from 
every  section  of  the  North  and  every  station  in  life  men  luirried  to  otTer 
thenoselves  both  to  do  and  to  die  for  their  imperiled  country.  As  in  the 
days  of  the  Revolution  the  men  of  our  town  were  foremost  in  opposing 
oppression  and  wrong,  so  now  whi-n  danger  threatened  the  Union  they 
responded  promptly  to  the  call  for  help.  Scarcely  had  the  echoes  of  those 
cannon  died  away  wiien  our  citizens  took  measures  to  assist  in  maintaining 
the  existing  government. 

The  selectmen  of  the  town  at  that  time  were  11.  X.  Daggett,  A.  H. 
Hobinson,  and  Lewis  L.  IJead.  Tlu-y  issued  a  wairant  for  a  town  meeting, 
which  bears  dale  Ajiiil  i!4tii,  18C.1.  in  which  one  of  the  articles  is  to  ascertain 
whether  the  town  will  do  anything  for  the  men  wiio  may  be  called  to  enter 
nj)on  "  actual  service  in  the  defence!  of  our  country,  in  addition  to  wliat  is 
ofTered  by  the  I'nited  States."  A  town  meeting  was  held  .May  ."id,  ami  tiie 
following  article  was  j)a8sed  :  — 

AuTK  i,K  H.  "Voted  that  the  treasurei-  of  Atdcboro"  lie  authorized  to 
born»w  tlie  sum  of  Ten  'i'housand  Dollars,  (810, (M)0)  to  be  .ipp'opriatcd  for 
military  jturpo-ses  as  far  as  re(iuirc<|.  Tli;it  from  tiie  above  sum  those  men 
wlio  enlist  in  this  town  and  are  called  into  uclual  service,  shall  be  paid  a 
bounty  of  Fifteen  Dollars,  (.?l.'i.()(l)  ami  Fifteen  Dollars  :i  mouth  in  a<ldition 
to  the  sum  to  be  paid  by  the  I'liitcil  States;  and  that  each  man  who  is 
iic<'ept<Ml  for  siTvice  shall  be  p;iid  Ten  Dollais  a  month  while  drilling,  and 
Hhall  Ite  furnislied  with  such  uniform  as  the  military  authorities  re(iuire." 

A  w.'irrant  bearing  date  .May  17th  was  issued,  in  which  one  of  the  articles 
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was  to  see  if  the  town  would  appoint  a  committee  to  appropriate  the  military 
fund  which  had  been  raised.  Agreeably  to  the  call  a  town  meeting  was  held 
May  25th.     Among  the  votes  taken  at  that  time  was  the  following  :  — 

Article  V.  '•'•  Voted  and  chose  the  Selectmen  a  Committee  to  appro- 
priate the  Military  Fund  raised  under  a  vote  of  the  town  on  the  third  day 
of  May,  18 J 1." 

In  a  warrant  dated  June  4th,  1861,  were  the  following  articles  :  — 

Article  II.  "To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  furnish  each  volunteer  in 
addition  to  the  garments  already  furnished,  one  Flannel  Blouse,  Fatigue  Cap, 
a  Havelock,  Eye  Protectors,  and  one  pair  thin  Pants,  agreeably  to  a  petition." 

Article  III.  "To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  furnish  a  drum  and  fife 
for  the  musicians  of  the  Company,  agreeably  to  a  petition." 

Article  IV.  "To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  uniform  the  Commissioned 
Officers,  and  furnish  them  with  Regulation  Swords,  Pistols,  and  such  other 
equipments  as  they  require  for  service,  agreeably  to  a  petition." 

Article  V.  "To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  instruct  the  Selectmen  to 
pay  the  Volunteers  while  drilling,  agreeably  to  a  vote  of  the  town  passed  on 
the  third  day  of  May  last,  agreeably  to  a  petition." 

Article  VI.  "To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  a  committee  to  carry 
into  effect  the  foregoing  provisions,  and  authorize  them  to  draw  upon  the 
Military  Appropriations  for  the  expenditures." 

The  town  meeting  was  held  June  12th,  and  the  selectmen  were  instructed 
"to  furnish  such  additional  items  of  uniform"  as  they  could  legally  do  under 
the  appropriation.  Articles  III  and  IV  were  dismissed.  The  selectmen  were 
further  instructed  to  pay  the  men  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  a  month  while 
drilling,  and  they  were  the  committee  chosen  to  carry  these  votes  of  the  town 
into  effect. 

Previous  to  this  time,  in  response  to  President  Lincoln's  Proclamation  of 
May  3d,  1861,  a  company  had  been  formed  in  this  town,  the  enlistment 
being  for  three  years  —  or  more  —  from  the  time  of  being  mustered  into 
service,  which  was  June  15th.  This  was  Company  I,  Seventh  Regiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteers.  For  a  month  these  men  had  been  drilling,  paying 
from  their  own  pockets  for  instruction,  two  "  Boston  Cadets"  being  hired  to 
come  to  town  for  that  purpose.  The  officers  were  :  captain,  John  F.  Ashley  ; 
first  lieutenant,  William  W.  Fisher ;  second  lieutenant,  Charles  B.  Des 
Jardins  ;  third  lieutenant,  Eben  L.  Sylvester;  sergeants,  E.  E.  Kelly,  Baylies 
B.  Richards,  P.  M.  Whiting,  William  II.  Wade  ;  corporals,  John  E.  Paige, 
John  N.  Hall,  James  M.  Day,  Charles  W.  Snell,  and  eighty-five  privates, 
onl}^  two  of  whom  were  from  another  town. 

In  August,  1861,  a  warrant  was  issued,  in  which  it  was  suggested  that  the 
town  vote  upon  the  question  of  aiding  the  wives,  children,  and  parents  of 
volunteers,  both  in  the  militia  and  in  active  service,  when  they  were  in  need 
of  such  aid,  also  as  to  the  propriety  of  extending  such  aid  to  other  relatives 
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iu  case  of  their  (.lepemlence  upon  tho  volunteers.  At  the  towu  meeting  lioUl 
September  .')th  it  was  voted  to  auth(^rize  tlie  treasurer  to  anticipate  the  taxes 
to  be  levied  and  borrow  a  sum  of  money  sutlicient  to  aid  wives  and  children 
and  others  dependent  upon  the  volunteers,  both  in  the  militia  and  iu  active 
service. 

In  1.S6-2  the  selectmen  were  H.  X.  Daggett,  A.  H.  Robinson,  and  J.  A. 
Perry.  In  .hilv  of  that  year  a  warrant  was  issued,  calling  upon  the  citizens 
to  mi-et  and  decide  what  bounty  should  be  offered  to  encourage  enlistments 
to  fill  the  quota  of  the  town  under  the  President's  then  recent  call  for  more 
troops,  to  decide  upon  the  manner  of  furnishing  these  bounties,  and  "  to  see 
if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  their  Volunteers  who  enlisted  in  June  1861,  to  fill 
up  Co.  I.  7 til.  Reg.  agreeably  to  a  petition." 

The  town  meeting  was  held  July  21st,  when  it  was  voted  "to  adopt  the 
following  Resolutions  offered  by  Hon.  John  Daggett." 

Resolved;  — Thiit  we  the  inhabitants  of  Attleborongh,  fully  appreciating  the  value  of  the 
free  institutions  under  which  we  have  so  long  lived  and  prospered,  and  alive  to  the  dangers 
which  threaten  the  existence  and  dismemberment  of  the  Republic,  are  ever  ready  to  do  our 
part  in  sustaining  those  Institutions  and  transmitting  them  unimpaired  to  those  who  shall 
come  after  us. 

Resolved:— That  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  take  immediate  measures  to  furnish  the  quota  of 
Volunteers  for  this  town  under  the  recent  call  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Therefore  resolved; —That  tlie  Selectmen  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  instructed 
to  pay  from  the  Treasury  of  the  Town  a  l)ounty  of  One  Hundred  Dollars  ($100.00)  to  each  and 
every  person  who  shall  enlist  in  this  town  as  a  Volunteer  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  late  call  of  the  President,  and  shall  be  duly  enrolled  and  accepted  as  sucii. 

Resolved;  — That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Town  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  liorrovv  the 
.sum  of  Six  Thousand  Three  Hundred  Dollars  ($6,300)  for  this  purpose,  and  to  give  his  notes 
therefor. 

"  Voted  to  authorize  the  payment  of  Fifteen  Dollars  bounty  to  those  who 
enlisted  from  the  town  to  fill  up  Co.  I.  7th  Reg.  in  June  1861,  if  they  are 
still  in  the  service,  or  have  been  honorably  discharged."  It  was  also  voted 
that  the  treasurer  should  borrow  a  sutlicient  sura  of  money  to  carry  these 
UK-asures  into  effect,  and  that  a  committee  of  nine  men,  three  from  each  part 
of  the  town,  should  be  chosen  to  assist  the  selectmen  in  recruiting.  This 
committee  were  the  following  gentlemen:  Willard  Blackinton,  1",.  Ir:i  Rich- 
ards, Klisha  G.  May,  L.  W.  Dean,  L.  W.  Daggett,  II.  K.  W .  .VlUii,  Ira  M. 
Conant,  Stei)hen  Richardson,  Stephen  A.  Knight. 

"  \'oted  to  request  the  Selectmen  to  exteml  aid  to  those  sick  soldiers  who 
have  been  discharged  from  service." 

"  Voted  the  thanks  of  thr  n)eetiiig  to  Hon.  .lohn  I):iggi'tt.  for  his  address 
and  services  on  this  orcrisicjn." 

•' Voted  that  11.  N.  Daggctl  be  a  comniiltt'c  to  ii:ive  liic  procrcdiiigs  of 
this  merting  pul)liMlifd  in  the  I'nioii  Otizette  and  Demorrat." 

It  soon  became  ('vidrnt  that  a  higher  bounty  must  be  offered,  to  enable  the 
t^jwn    to    supply   the    necessary  (|Uot:i,   and  a  town    meeting    was  called   for 
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August  6,  1862.  It  was  then  voted  to  offer  a  bounty  of  8200,000  and  the 
treasurer  was  authorized  to  borrow  the  necessary  sum  of  money.  This, 
bounty  was  to  be  paid  to  all  who  should  enlist  "•  on  or  before  the  15th  day 
of  August."  The  selectmen  were  authorized  to  see  that  these  measures  were 
effected,  and  instructed  to  pay  no  bounties  later  than  the  date  appointed. 
It  was  also  voted  "to  choose  a  Finance  Committee  of  three,"  and  Ezekiel 
Bates,  L.  W.  Dean,  and  E.  Ira  Richards  were  the  gentlemen  chosen. 

August  14,  1862,  the  following  warrant  was  issued  :  — 

Article  II.  "To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  a  bounty  of  One  Hun- 
dred Dollars  to  each  inhabitant  thereof  who  shall  volunteer  and  enlist  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September  next, 
towards  filling  up  the  quota  of  said  town  under  the  present  draft  of  the 
President  for  Three  Hundred  Thousand  nine-months  men  ;  agreeabh'  to  a 
petition." 

Article  III.  "To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  a  gratuity  of  One 
Hundred  Dollars  to  each  inhabitant  thereof  who  enlisted  in  Co.  I.,  7th  Mass. 
Eeg.  and  is  now  in  the  service  of  the  U.  S.,  or  to  his  family  if  deceased  before 
or  since  his  honorable  discharge  ;  agreeably  to  a  petition." 

Article  IV.  "  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  a  gratuity  of  One 
Hundred  Dollars  to  each  inhabitant  thereof  who  has  enlisted  in  any  other 
Mass.  Reg.  and  to  his  family  or  those  dependent  upon  him  for  support,  if 
deceased  before  or  since  his  honorable  discharge  ;  agreeably  to  a  petition." 

Article  V.  "To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  their  Treasurer 
to  raise  sufficient  money  for  the  town,  and  to  transact  such  other  matters  and 
things  as  may  be  required  to  carry  into  effect  the  above  articles." 

At  the  town  meeting  held  August  23d,  it  was  voted  to  pay  the  men  who 
should  enlist  for  nine  months  before  September  1st,  the  bounty  of  $100. 
FrankrS.  Draper  and  L.  T.  Starkey  were  chosen  a  recruiting  committee  for 
these  nine-months  men.  Article  III  was  referred  to  the  military  committee 
which  had  been  chosen.  Article  IV  was  also  referred  to  some  committee  to 
report  at  some  future  time  and  place.  The  treasurer  was  authorized  to  bor- 
row such  sums  of  money  as  should  be  needed  to  pay  the  bounties  for  these 
nine-months  men  and  "to  pay  all  bills  for  examining  recruits,  and  charge 
the  same  to  the  Military  Account."  Some  resolutions  presented  by  Mr. 
Lyman  W.  Dean  were  adopted,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  ordered  to  be  sent 
to  the  Captain  of  Co.  I,  and  to  be  printed  in  the  Taunton  Gazette  and  Demo- 
crat.    These  resolutions  wei'e  as  follows  :  — 

Resolved;  That  we  the  Citizens  of  Attleboro'  in  town  meeting  assembled  do  highly  appre- 
ciate the  Military  Services  of  the  members  of  Co.  I,  7th  Mass.  Reg.;  that  we  remember  with 
gratitude  that  they  promptly  responded  to  the  call  of  our  country,  when  the  shrill  clarion  of 
war  sounded  to  arms  for  the  purpose  of  crushing  out  a  wicked  rebellion. 

Resolved ;  That  we  hold  in  grateful  remembrance  the  sacrifices  which  they  made  when 
they  left  behind  them  the  loved  ones  at  home,  and  all  the  endearing  associations  that  clustered 
around  the  domestic  altar,  and  exchanged  these  comforts  and  pleasures  for  the  stern  duties  of 
the  camp  and  the  battlefield. 
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Resolved;  Tliat  we  liolil  >aid  Co.  in  j,'ratefiil  rememln-aiico  and  that  \vc  will  do  what  we 
i-an  by  onr  inflneme  and  means  to  encourage  their  hearts  and  awaken  in  their  bosoms  the  true 
lire  of  patriotism  whiib  they  rit;htfii!ly  inherit  from  a  noble  aneestry. 

Resolved:  That  a  eopy  of  these  resolutions  be  furnished  the  Aeting  Captain  of  Co.  I.  and 
published  in  the  Taunton  Gazette. 

A  w:ur:nit  with  various  articles  was  issued  September  11th.  The  questious 
arose  as  to  the  nuinlier  of  men  (if  eighty-three)  to  whom  the  huudred-doUar 
l)ouiitv  should  be  paid,  as  to  instructing-  the  treasurer  to  arrange  for  the  neces- 
sary funds,  and  as  to  instructing  the  selectmen  to  pay  the  recruiting  and  otlier 
necessary  charges  and  collect  the  amount  from  the  State.  Several  of  the 
articles  of  the  above-mentioned  warrant  were  dismissed,  but  the  town  voteil 
'•  to  instruct  the  selectmen  to  pay  the  bounty  to  the  nine-months  volunteers 
to  the  number  of  thirty-live  as  the  quota  of  the  town." 

During  this  spring  and  summer  a  company  of  nine-months  men  had  Iteen 
forming  in  town.  There  were  seventy-six  members  exclusive  of  commis- 
sioned officers,  and  they  were  claimed  by  the  city  of  Boston  as  a  part  of  its 
quota.  This  company  went  into  camp  at  Boxford,  this  State,  and  there  on 
September  18th,  1862,  they  elected  their  officers:  captain,  L.  T.  Starkey  ; 
first  lieutenant.  F.  S.  Draper  ;  second  lieutenant,  E.  S.  Horton  ;  sergeants, 
II.  A.  Burchard.  .1.  II.  Godfrey;  corporals,  H.  S.  Adams,  S.  G.  Bassctt.^ 
September  "i.id  they  were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  and 
organized  as  Co.  C\  47th  Keg.  Mass,  WA.  Infantry, 

The  selectmen  fur  1«<')3  were  II.  N.  Richardson,  A.  H.  Robinson,  and 
J.  A.  Perry.  In  July  of  that  year  came  an  order  from  the  War  Department 
for  a  draft.  This  town  was  in  the  second  district,  and  the  draft  took  place 
at  Taunton.  Attleltorough  was  the  first  town  called  on  the  drafting  for  sid)- 
districts.  Four  hundred  and  four  ballots  were  put  into  the  box,  and  from 
these  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  were  to  be  drawn.  Of  this  number  fifty- 
three  were  exempted  muler  the  law.  The  names  of  these  men  will  be  found 
in  the  succeeding  chapter. 

A  warrant  for  a  speci:d  town  meeting  w^as  issued  -Inly  "iTtli,  \S{]:],  eonlaiu- 
iiig  the  f(;llowing  articles  :  — 

Airrici.K  11.  "To  sc  what  action  the  town  will  t:d<e  with  reg:ir<l  to  reim- 
bursement by  the  State  of  bounties  paid  to  volunteers  as  provided  in 
Cliapter  218,  of  the  .\cts  of  the  Legislature,  approved  April  2!>,  1S(;3."' 

Akticle  IV.  "To  see  if  the  town  will  vot»'  to  aid  the  families  of  dr:irted 
m«'ii,  UH  provided  in  Cliapler  170,  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature,  apjiroved 
April  2.".,  lSr,;5." 

Aktmi.I",  v.  "To  see  what  measures  tlie  town  will  ndopt  for  rendering 
aHHJHtance  to  sucli  of  onr  citi/.ens  as  may  lir  e;dled  into  tlir  service  of  the 
I'liited  Slates  under  the  A<t    of  Congress  apjuctvcd   >Lii(li  .'.iil,   ISC,:?,  in  such 
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raauuer  as  may  be  deemed  expedient,  and  also  to  their  families  while  they 
may  be  absent  in  said  service.  Also  to  take  any  legal  measures  that  may  be 
deemed  expedient  to  carry  any  vote  the  town  may  adopt  in  relation  thereto 
into  effect ;  agreeably  to  a  petition." 

The  town  meeting  was  held  August  3d,  and  under  Article  III  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  passed  :  — 

"  Resolved  ;  That  the  town  elect  to  raise  and  pay  its  proportion  of  the  tax 
provided  in  Chapter  218  of  the  Acts  of  1863,  in  accordance  w^ith  the  9th 
section  of  said  Act. 

"  Voted  that  the  town  furnish  aid  to  the  families  of  drafted  men  as  pro- 
vided in  Chapter  176  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  approved  April  23,  1863. 

"  Voted  to  dismiss  Article  V  from  the  warrant." 

November  18th,  1863,  Captain  Everett  S.  Horton  was  appointed  "  Recruit- 
ing Officer  for  the  58th  Reg.  of  Infantry"  (3d  Veterans)  by  order  of  "■  His 
Excellency,  John  A.  Andrew,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief"  of  this 
State.  Fortj'-niue  men  enlisted  in  town  in  this  regiment,  thirty-seven  of 
them  in  Co.  C,  of  which  Captain  Horton  became  chief  officer. 

The  same  selectmen  were  chosen  for  1864.  March  29th  of  that  year  a 
town  meeting  was  held,  at  which  it  was  voted  to  refund  the  money  subscribed 
by  citizens  for  recruiting  purposes,  and  that  the  treasurer  should  be  author- 
ized to  borrow  sufficient  sums  to  carr}^  the  vote  into  effect. 

April  4,  1864.  At  a  town  meeting  lawfully  warned  it  was  voted  "  that  the 
town  raise  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  by  taxation,  to  be  applied  under  the 
direction  of  the  Selectmen,  in  aid  of,  and  to  procure  its  quota  of  Volunteers 
under  the  call  of  the  President,  dated  March  14,  1864:  Provided  that  the 
amount  of  money  so  raised  and  applied,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty  Five  Dollars  for  each  Volunteer  duly  enlisted  and 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  as  a  part  of  its  quota." 

"  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  cause  the 
amount  of  money  so  raised  and  applied,  to  be  assessed  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  in  the  annual  assessment  for  the  current." 

"  Voted  that  the  treasurer  be  instructed  to  borrow  a  sufficient  sum  of  money, 
on  temporary  loan,  (and  issue  notes  of  the  town  therefor,)  to  carry  out  the 
foregoing  vote,  and  hold  the  same  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Selectmen  for 
this  purpose." 

"Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  act  as  recruiting  agents  in 
filling  the  quota  of  the  town  under  the  present  call,  and  that  they  be  author- 
ized to  employ  such  means  as  are  necessary  to  accomplish  the  purpose." 

At  a  special  town  meeting  lawfully  warned  and  held  May  24th  it  was  voted 
to  reimburse  the  subscribers  to  a  recruiting  fund  raised  after  the  call  of  the 
President,  Februai-y  1st,  1864,  for  200,000  troops,  and  the  treasurer  was 
authorized  and  instructed  to  take  proper  means  to  pay  the  necessary  sums  to 
the  citizens.     At  the  same  time  the  town  took  the  following  actions  :  — 
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"  Voted  to  choose  a  Ki'cruitiiig  Committi'e  of  three  pei'sons  to  assist  the 
Seleetiueii  in  lilliiiu;  up  the  quota  of  the  town.  Chose  H.  N.  Daggett,  J.  K. 
Rronson.  (i.  I).  Hatch." 

"Voted  tliat  the  Recruiting  Committee  be  instructed  to  fully  investigate 
the  matter  of  tlie  deficiency  of  the  credits  to  the  quota  of  the  town." 

••  \'oted  tliai  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  cause  the  amount  voted  this 
day  to  be  reimbursed,  to  be  assessed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  in 
the  annual  assessment  of  the  current  year,  provided  it  can  be  legally  done, 
and  not  to  exceed  Three  Thousand  Five  Hundred  Dollars,  or  the  amount 
reimbursed." 

A  warrant  was  issued  June  Gth,  18G4,  and  the  town  meeting  was  held  June 

14th.     At  this  time  the  joint  committee  appointed  at  the  previous  meeting 

made  their  report  as  follows  :  — 

The  committee  i)ro<'eei1ed  to  Boston,  ami  iiscertaiiiod  that  the  deticiency  of  our  quota  under 
the  tliret-  calls,  was  25  men,  accordinir  to  the  account  as  kept  l)y  the  Provost  Marshal,  and  that 
a  draft  had  actually  been  made  for  that  number.  After  making  up  our  account  and  comparing 
it  with  the  Muster  Rolls  at  the  Adjutant  General's  oltice,  we  discovered  that  the  names  of 
elt'Ven  men  had  not  been  passed  to  our  credit.  We  presented  our  account  to  the  Provost 
Marshal,  claiming  additional  credits  for  that  number,  and  succeeded  in  having  the  allowance 
niaile.  thuM  reducing  the  actual  deficiency  to  14  men.  To  cancel  this  balance  and  fill  the  quota, 
the  committee  have  paid  the  commutation  of  six  men  at  §(300  each,  and  of  one  man  in  part 
sfl"),  making  si9T5.  out  of  the  funds  reimbursed  to  subscribers.  The  committee  have  also 
recruited  and  obtained  credit  for  101-3  volunteers,  wiiich  together  with  the  II  additional 
credits  makes  28,  leaving  a  surplus  of  3  towards  another  call. 

'*  Voted  to  accept  report  of  committee."  It  was  also  voted  that  the  town 
should  reimburse  to  the  subscribers  to  the  recruiting  fund  a  sum  not  to  exceed 
81 2o  to  each  volunteer,  provided  the  subscribers  should  order  the  sum  to  be 
held  by  the  treasurer  subject  to  the  order  of  the  selectmen,  to  be  used  to 
obtain  volunteers,  should  future  calls  for  troops  be  made.  The  selectmen 
and  treasurer  received  the  proper  authority  to  cause  this  measure  to  be  car- 
ried out,  and  the  town  also  voted  that  the  committee  of  three  chosen  should 
be  "  a  Recruiting  Committee  to  act  in  cotijunction  with  the  Selectmen." 

A  legally  warned  towti  meeting  was  held  August  2d,  1864. 

"Voted  that  the  town  raise  a  sum  of  motiey  not  to  exceed  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty  Five  Dollars  (Sr2.">)  per  man,  to  prociu'e  the  quota  of  the  town 
uniler  the  last  call  (jf  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  July  18,  1864, 
for  J00,000  troops." 

"  Voted  that  the  sum  of  money  necessary  to  carry  the  above  vote  into 
effect,  be  as.sessed  in  llif  annua!  tax  of  1804,  and  the  treasurer  be  authorized 
to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of  receipts  from  the  same." 

A  special  town  tncrting  was  held  November  lOtli,  18(M,  to  liear  a  report 
of  tlie  recruititig  comniittcc  Tjic  "  majority  report  "  was  made  by  five  of 
the  six  gentlemen  formitig  that  coniiniltee,  ami  foUowiiiii;  aie  sonic  extracts 
frotn  it  :  — 

"The  coniMiittrc  Undine;  it  inqiossiblf  tu  oldain  recriiils  ;it   lionic  excei»t  at 
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most  exorbitant  prices,  and  learning  that  there  was  a  prospect  of  obtaining 
them  at  Washington  and  vicinity  at  very  low  rates,  met  and  chose  Mr.  George 
D.  Hatch,  and  Dr.  J.  R.  Bronson  as  a  sub-committee  and  as  agents  of  the 
town  to  proceed  to  Washington  at  once,  and  recruit  our  town's  quota,  upon 
the  best  terms  possible."  At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  "  to  pay  Messrs. 
Hatch  and  Bronson  their  traveling  expenses,  and  other  proper  expenses,  and 
a  reasonable  compensation  per  day  for  their  services  ;  and  Messrs.  Hatch  and 
Bronson  accepted  the  proposition  and  proceeded  at  once  to  Washington." 
They  met  with  but  little  success,  as  the  Secretary  of  War  had  issued  an 
order  forbidding  agents  from  the  States  to  recruit  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  Dr.  Bronson  retiu-ned  home.  Mr.  Hatch,  having  learned  that  men 
could  be  obtained  at  the  front,  secured  the  proper  pass  and  proceeded  to 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  at  Petersburg  (on  his  own  account) ,  where  he 
engaged  sixty  men  and  had  them  mustered  into  service  to  the  credit  of  the 
town.  Returning  to  Washington,  he  telegraphed  for  $9,000,  which  was 
sent  him  by  the  committee.  Then  he  returned  home,  subsequently,  how- 
ever, making  three  other  trips  for  recruiting  purposes.  From  this  time 
complications  seem  to  have  arisen  as  to  the  number  of  men,  the  charges 
for  them,  etc.,  all  of  which  matters  are  set  forth  at  length  by  the  committee. 
Upon  the  presentation  of  Mr.  Hatch's  claim  for  enlistment  bounties  and  his 
services  in  obtaining  the  same,  the  committee  agreed  that  it  was  exorbitant 
in  its  amount  and  therefore  in  violation  of  his  agreement  with  them,  and 
they  referred  the  entire  matter  back  '^to  the  town  for  their  consideration 
and  disposal."  This  report  was  dated  November  19th,  18G4,  and  signed 
by  H.  N.  Richardsou,  A.  H.  Robinson,  J.  A.  Perry,  H.  N.  Daggett, 
J.   R.  Bronson. 

The  minority  report  was  also  presented  to  the  town  at  this  meeting,  and  in 
it  Mr.  Hatch  gave  an  account  of  his  work  upon  the  trips  made  for  the  purpose 
of  recruiting  soldiers,  giving  the  number  of  men  obtained,  circumstances, 
etc.,  detailing  his  reasons  for  actions  taken,  stating  clearly  the  position  he 
had  taken  and  his  reasons  therefor,  and  offering  to  submit  the  decision  in 
the  matter  to  a  committee  of  disinterested  men  or  to  a  court  of  law.  This 
report  was  signed  by  George  D.  Hatch.  This  matter  remained  unsettled  for 
several  years,  but  was  finally  adjusted.  Further  details  would  be  of  no 
special  interest,  and  enough  has  been  said  to  explain  the  presence  of  "  Reg- 
ular Army "  soldiers  credited  to  our  town,  for  whose  services  considerable 
sums  of  money  were  paid. 

December  19th,  1864,  the  President  issued  a  call  for  300,000  troops,  and 
a  town  meeting  was  called  to  take  necessary  action  on  the  matter. 

January  21,  1865.  "Voted  that  the  Recruiting  Committee  be,  and  are 
hereby  instructed,  to  use  whatever  money  or  moneys  the}'  may  have  in  the 
Town  Treasurer's  hands,  subject  to  their  drafts,  to  procure  volunteers  in 
anticipation  of  a  call  from  the  President  for  men." 
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The  selectmen  for  l8('>o  wito  Wilhnd  liliukinton.  A.  II.  Robinson,  and 
.1.    A.    ri'iiy.     The  annual  town   meeting  was  held  April  ;id. 

••  \(it('(l  tlial  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  borrow  money  to  eontinue  the 
payment  of  aid  to  families  of  volunteers.  \'oted  to  raise  Three  Thousand 
Dollars  (S;?.000)  to  l»e  aitplied  in  part  payment  of  the  indebtedness  of  the 
town  on  Military  Account. " 

A  town  meeting  lawfully  warned  was  held  April  "id,  186(3.  "  Voted  to  con- 
tinue the  payment  of  state  aid  to  the  families  of  volunteers."  A  warrant 
dated  March  -Jlst,  1867,  contained  an  article  with  reference  to  appropriating 
money  to  pay  men  who  -were  drafted  and  furnished  substitutes  for  them- 
selves. At  the  meeting  held  April  1st  it  was  voted  to  discharge  that  article 
from  the  warrant  and  to  refer  the  continued  payment  of  State  aid  to  families 
of  volunteers  "to  the  judgment  of  selectmen." 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  held  April  6th,  1868,  it  was  voted  "  to  continue 
to  pay  State  aid  to  the  families  of  soldiers  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth."  A  meeting  was  called  during  the  same 
mouth  to  see  if  the  town  would  vote  to  ])ay  a  l)alauce  due  to  members  of  Com- 
jjauy  I  who  enlisted  prior  to  May  "i.'id,  18()1 ,  but  no  action  was  taken.  A  special 
meeting  was  called  for  May  4th,  at  which  the  following  action  upon  this  matter 
was  taken  :  "  On  motion  of  L.  "W.  Dean  it  was  voted  :  That  the  members  of 
Co.  I.  "til  Regiment.  IMass.  ^'ol.  who  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  I'liited 
States,  and  the  widows,  fathers,  and  mothers  of  said  soldiers  who  died  in 
said  service,  who  enlisted  prior  to  j\Iay  23d,  1861,  be  paid  the  l)alance  due 
each  of  them  for  their  first  three  months  service  agreealtly  to  a  vote  of  the 
Towti.  and  the  Law  of  the  State  passed  May  23d,  1861.  Amended  as  follows 
ami  \iited  :  That  all  lion(jral)ly  discharged  members  of  Com.  I,  Seventh  Reg. 
Mass.  Vol.,  who  were  or  are  citizens  of  Attleboro',  and  who  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  the  U.  S.  prior  to  May  23d,  1861,  and  the  widows,  fathers,  and 
mothers  of  any  of  said  soldiers  who  died  in  said  service,  be  paid  the  l)alance 
due  each  of  them  foi-  theii-  first  three  months'  service,  agreeai)le  to  a  vote  of 
the  Town,  and  the  Law  of  the  State  passed  May  2.'?(L  ISCI." 

"On  motion  of  V.  (i.  Whitney  it  was  voted  tiiat  a  coniiniltee  of  three  l>e 
appoint(Ml  by  this  meeting  to  ascei'tain  wlm  \\\v  niciiihers  arc.  aUo  the 
amounts  due  them,  and  that  Charles  Kaas  ami  .lohii  ('.  I'liayer  be  imluded 
among  miid  members.  Voted  that  the  committee  be  appointed  bv  nomina- 
tion. L.  W.  De.-m,  .T.  R.  Hronson,  ami  IL  N.  Daggett  were  mmiinaled.  and 
by  vote  declareil  «'h'ete(l."* 

.\nniial  town  me»'ting  for  bsC.:),  in  Id  Apiil  .■)lli.  "  \'o|e<l  to  pav  State  aid  to 
the  families  of  disabh-d  soldiers  as  last  ve;ir."' 

Annual  town  meefiui:  held  April  Itli.  IHTd.  '*  N'oted  to  pay  Si;ile  aid  as  last 
year." 

The  following  rnonis  may  lie  of  interest  to  some  persons  as  reminders  of 
occurrences  during  the  war,  and  thev  are  therefore  given. 
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We  the  uudersigned  who  have  subscribed  aud  paid  to  the  fuiul  to  aid  in  procuring  the 
quota  of  Attleborough  under  the  call  of  the  President  for  500,000  additional  troops  dated  Oct., 
1863,  and  Feb..  1864,  hereby  authorize  aud  order  the  Treasurer  of  the  town,  in  case  the 
amount  we  voluntarily  contributed  to  promote  enlistments  should  be  ordered  to  be  reimbursed 
to  us  by  vote  of  said  town,  under  a  Statute  approved  March  18,  1864,  to  pay  said  amounts  to 
the  Selectmen  or  other  recruiting  officer,  or  ofticers  legally  appointed  for  the  town,  to  obtain 
the  quota  of  the  town  under  the  last  call  of  the  President  for  200,000  more  troops,  and  this 
order  with  the  receipts  of  the  recruiting  officer  or  officers  shall  be  your  vouchers  therefor. 


James  H.  Horton, 
F.  W.  H.  Knowles, 
D,  O.  Stanley, 
Arnold  Jillsou, 


Albert  C.  Jillson. 
Albert  A.  White, 
Eliphalet  AVhite, 
William  P.  Shaw, 
George  AV.  Sadler, 


Geo.  F.  Knowles, 
J.  Claxton  Wightmau, 
Isaac  Draper, 
John  Doran, 
M.  Read. 


Another  paper  similar  to  the  above,  bearing  date  June  7, 1864,  was  prepared,  in  which  the 
call  of  Oct.  17,  1863.  for  300,000  troops  only  is  mentioned,  and  the  subscribers  authorize  the 
treasurer  to  pay  the  money  to  the  selectmen  or  recruiting  officers,  in  anticipation  of  a  future 
call.    This  was  signed  bv  the  following  citizens :  — 


A.  ar.  Everett, 
G.  A.  Dean, 
O.  S.  Thayer, 

F.  Bobbins, 
A.  F.  Lee, 

A.  Robbins, 
J.  Sweet, 

H.  A.  Capron, 
Peter  Nerney, 
Nelson  Smith, 
Mace  B.  Short, 
Frederic  D.  Bliss, 
John  Dennis, 
George  W.  Curren, 
George  31.  Leonard, 
George  W.  Lee, 
Charles  E.  Bliss, 
Hiram  Jones, 
Horace  G.  Cutting, 
David  L.  Tucker, 
Nelson  Carpenter, 
J.  B.  Briggs, 
Samuel  Bromley, 
Cyrus  Briggs. 
Joal)  Briggs, 
Milton  Freeman, 
Joseph  H.  Witherell, 

B.  C.  Ingalls. 

G.  J.  Ingalls, 
James  Mugg, 
William  Slater, 
B.  Harvev, 


Addison  M.  Knight, 

C.  B.  Des  Jardins, 
P.  H.  Short, 

W.  S.  Lincoln, 
H.  S.  Adams, 

E.  Bart  ley, 

W.  E.  Robinson, 
J.  M.  Cummings, 
C. H.  Sturdy. 
George  W.  Handy, 

D.  Claflin, 

B.  A.  Cummings, 

F.  L.  Cummings, 
S.  E.  Briggs, 
Jacob  Briggs, 
Israel  N.  Williams, 
Jonathan  Fuller, 
N.  H.  Bliss, 

G.  N.  Bacon, 
William  Bowen, 

A.  E.  AValtou, 

B.  B.  King, 
G.  R.  Adams, 
Abner  Witherell, 
Darius  Briggs, 
G.  H.  Cummings, 
G.  D.  Hayward, 
H.  N.  Daggett, 
A.  Capron, 

S.  B.  Staples, 
Edwin  E.  Weaver, 
Chas.  A.  Weaver, 
Patrick  Butler, 


John  Cooper, 
E.  Sanford, 
James  L.  Briggs, 
Albert  E.  Briggs, 
A.  S.  Blackinton, 
Wm.  P.  Shaw, 
J.  H.  Sturdy, 
E.  S.  Capron, 
S.  W.  Carpenter, 
N.  J.  Smith, 
Caleb  E.  Parmenter, 
Arthur  B.  Carpenter, 
Z.  B.  Carpenter, 
H.  D.  Parmenter, 
Dexter  Parmenter, 
S.  A.  Knight, 
A.  Chattertou, 

Michael  Mc , 

Edward  Corbett, 
Nelson  Briggs, 
ElishaE.  Wilmarth, 
Benjamin  Bowen, 
Seabury  W.  Bowen, 
Simeon  Baker, 
Abner  Witherell,  Jr. 
Jonathan  Follett, 
R.  Thayer, 
Geo.  O.  Dunham, 
Wm.  M.  Fisher, 
Ela  Door, 
Hiram  Fisher, 
Thomas  Fuller, 
H.  M.  Daggett. 


Vouchers  on  file  on  account  of  Reinforcements  of  Bounty  to  Attleborough. 

The  number  of  men  enlisted  from  the  town  in  three  years  service  is  320. 
•    The  aggregate  bounty  paid  is  $20,505.    A  bounty  of  $15  has  been  paid  to  107  volunteers. 
A  bounty  of  $300  has  been  paid  to  63  —  total  170. 
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The  miniber  of  men  enlisted  ii)  !•  months  service  is  ."il.     Amount  of  lionnty  paid,  §5.100. 

The  tity  of  lio>ton  has  paid  20  of  the  no.  $2,000. 

No  private  associations  have  paid  bounty  in  tliis  town. 

Signed.  H.  N.  DaGGI'^TT. 

Chair.'  of  Selectmen. 
Attlet>oro\  .Jan.  l>t.  isr.:5. 

The  wliole  numtierof  men  enlisting  in  the  town  of  Attle'o'  under  call  of  the  President  for 
troops  for  nine  months  service  is  sixty-five  (65)  prior  to  the  25th  day  of  Sept.  1802. 

Signed  H.  N.  Dagg?:tt,  Selectmen  of 

J.  A.  Pkkky,  Attleborough. 

Attlehorougli. 
Sept.  27.  1862, 
Enli-tcd  in  Co.  •'  C."  -iTtli.  Kegiment. 

Mayor's  Oflice.  City  Hall. 

Boston,  October  8,  1862. 

This  certifies  that  there  has  been  enlisted  in  the  iTth  Reg.  —  Mass.  Militia  —  men  whose 

names  are  hereunto  annexed  belonging  to  the  town  of  Attleliorough  (whose  quota  has  been 

duly  tilled)  for  the  quota  of  the  City  of  Boston,  under  the  draft,  by  order  of  the  President, 

for  30o.o(Kt  Militia. 

If  another  draft  should  be  ordered,  and  these  men  claimed  by  the  said  town  of  Attle".  for 
their  quota,  it  is  understood  and  agreed  that  the  said  City  of  Boston  shall  be  refunded  any 
bounty  which  may  have  been  paid  by  the  City  of  Boston,  otherwise  they  shall  remain  a  part 
of  the  quota  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Signed  Joseph  M.  Wightmax, 

H.  >'.  I>a(;gett,       Selectmen  Mayor  of  Boston. 

A.  II.  IJOBINSON.  of 

.1.  A.  I'KiMtY.  Attleborough. 

Mayor's  Otlice,  City  Hall. 
To  tlie  Selectmen  of  Attleboro'  Boston,  October  27,  1862. 

Gentlemen  ;  It  appears  by  the  returns  to  the  Adjutant  General's  otlice,  that  the  City  of 
Boston  does  not  receive  credit  for  sixteen  out  of  the  forty-seven  men  reported  as  having  been 
traii-ferred  from  Attleboro'.  Please  call  at  this  office  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  the 
matter  may  be  adjusted.  I  am  etc. 

James  M.  Buobke, 

Major's  Clerk. 

City  ok  Bostdn. 
:Mayor*s  Oflice.  City  Hall,  Nov.  25, 1862. 
.S'lV:  It  appear- by  a  statement  from  the  Adjutant  (Jeneral  that  he  has  withdrawn  2.')  men 
transferri'd  by  you  to  the  quota  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Please  furnish  information  to  this 
otlice  forthwith.  a»  to  wh(;ther  you  i)ropose  to  recall  these  men  and  refund  the  bounly  jtaid  by 
thJH  City,  or  make  up  the  number  by  new  enli-tment-.  If  any  are  to  be  recalled,  you  will 
please  designate  them  by  name. 

Josi:i'ii   M.  W'KjiiiMAN.  Miii/nr. 
To  Chairman  of  the  Selectmen.  % 

.Mayor's  Ollice.  City  Hall. 

IU)st()N,  Jan'y  27,  ist;:]. 

Reci-ivid  ..I   Mr.  II.  .\.  I>aggett.  <  liairman  of  the  Selei-lmen  of  the  town  of  .Vltleborough, 

twenty  eight  hundred  dollars,  being  the  amount  paid  by  the  City  of  Hoslcni  for  twenty  eight 

men,  wl)o  are  hereby  re-lraiisferred  to  the  said  town  as  a  part  of  its  (piofa,  in  c(mformity  with 

the  agreement  aeeompanying  their  original  transfer  to  the  quota  of  Boston,  date.l  Oct.  8.  1862. 

F.  W.   1, IN.  ..I.N.  Jr. 

Mn;/nr. 

The  nilinlu-r  of  mon  in  Company  I  {<>  wlioiii  tlii>  >iiiii  of  52.'?.7."»  \v:iR  pjivcii  as 
additional  pay,  llioso  who  cidisttMi  at  an  early  dale,  was  si\ty-si\.  In  isCj 
the  niiinlHT  of  fiiinilietj  awsistcd  was  littv  or  fiflv-two. 


HISTORY   OF  ATTLEBOBOUGH.  183 

These  records  of  the  war  are  very  incomplete,  for  they  show  only  the  out- 
line of  the  work  accomplished  by  our  citizens  at  home  and  nothing  of  what 
was  done  by  our  soldiers  in  the  field.  It  must  always  be  deeply  regretted 
that  someone  connected  with  the  public  work  of  the  town  did  not  realize  the 
importance  of  keeping  full  accounts  of  the  actions  of  those  stirring  times 
as  they  were  transpiring.  Such  accounts  would  be  of  great  interest  not  only 
to  the  actors  themselves  now  at  the  close  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  since 
the  events  took  place,  but  of  ever  increasing  interest  and  importance  to  the 
coming  generations,  who  must  learn  by  records  or  tradition  of  what  their 
fathers  did  to  preserve  the  union  of  our  great  country. 

We  have  seen  how  prompt  our  men  were  in  avowing  and  proving  their 
patriotism  in  the  days  of  the  war,  and  the  women  of  our  town  were  equally 
so.  They  freely  gave  of  their  best  to  their  country,  bravely  bade  Godspeed 
to  husbands,  brothers,  and  sons  as  they  left  their  homes,  and  then  set  to  work 
with  willing  hands,  though  aching  hearts,  to  furnish  such  comforts  as  they 
might  to  those  who  had  gone  to  serve  in  the  field. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  May  3d,  1861,  the  following  communication  was 

presented :  — 

The  ladies  of  Attleboroiigh  wait  only  an  opportunity  of  testifyinc;  their  deep  interest 
in  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  their  earnest  faith  that  our  fiag  shall  be  kept  unsullied.  They 
rejoice  that  the  present  crisis  has  proved  beyond  doubt  that  brave,  unselfish  heroism  still  exists, 
in  our  land,  roused  by  no  pulse  of  passion,  but  beating  with  the  calm,  determined  will  that 
treachery  has  roused,  and  only  victory  shall  appease.  Their  wishes  and  sympathies  are  with 
our  brave  troops,  and  in  preparing  clothing  for  those  who  go  from  their  midst,  they  offer- 
speedy,  cheerful,  and  zealous  hands. 

Abby  W.  ('apron,  Mrs.  Cherra  31.  Blackinton, 

Molina  S.  Capron,  Mrs.  Lydia  S.  Bliss, 

Mary  J.  Capron,  3frs.  Ann  J.  Hodges, 

Mrs.  Angelina  Daggett,  Miss  Sabra  C.  Peck. 

Mrs.  Lucy  F.  Daggett,  Miss  Sally  M.  Peck, 

Mrs.  Sally  Daggett,  Miss  Nancy  M.  Drown, 

Mrs.  Lydia  M.  Peck,  Miss  Sarah  F.  Drown, 

Mrs.  ffebecca  C.  Blackinton,  Mrs.  C.  J.  Holman, 

Mrs.  Mary  D.  Richardson,  Mrs.  M.  Dean, 

Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Blackinton,  Miss  Mary  A.  Wheelock, 

Miss  Lizzie  C.  Blanding,  Mrs.  Emily  E.  Cooper, 

Miss  S.  J.  Mann,  Mrs.  Clarissa  Blackinton, 

Miss  Lizzie  W.  Martin,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Blackinton, 

Mrs.  A.  Allen,  Mrs.  P.  F.  Blackinton, 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Bronson,  Miss  Belle  Capron, 

Miss  Lizzie  Thompson,  Miss  Sarah  S.  Kelly, 

Miss  Mary  McClatehy,  Miss  Mary  Xerney. 

At  the  same  town  meeting  the  following  vote  was  adopted  :  — 
"Voted  to  present  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Ladies  of  Attleboro,  for  their 
kind  assistance  offered  to  prepare  clothing  for  those  who  may  leave  this  town 
to  serve  their  Country,  and  record  the  same  with  names  attached." 

Just  as  our  men  worked  all  through  the  war  with  unflagging  zeal,  so  our 
women  were  tireless  in  their  efforts  to  supply  some  of  the  needs  of  sick  and 
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woiiiiiU'd  soldit'i;.  in  tlu'  hospitals  or  to  mid  little  roiuforts  to  brighten  and 
cheer  their  hard,  drearv  lives  in  camp  anil  tield.  Sewing  societies  were 
formed  in  various  parts  of  the  town  :  at  the  North,  the  South  and  West,  and 
at  the  Flast  villages  ;  at  Dodgeville  ;  :u)d  doubtless  in  other  villages  or  neigh- 
borhoods. These  met  at  the  churches  or  at  the  homes  of  some  of  the 
ladies  and  were  attendeil  bv  those  of  all  ages.  Children  helped  to  pick  lint 
or  make  bandages,  the  elders  cut  aud  made  garments,  "  and  old  ladies  of 
cightv  years  knitted  socks  at  their  homes."  Unfortunately  no  records  have 
been  kept  of  this  work,  but  uiany  liarrels  of  comfortable,  well-made  clothing, 
many  thousands  of  yards  of  soft  bandages,  and  many  pounds  of  lint  were 
prepared  by  those  clever,  eager  hands  and  sent  to  the  front. 

In  the  East  village,  as  no  doubt  elsewhere,  the  society  was  cnlU'd  the  Sol- 
diers' Aid  Society,  and  it  met  weekly  in  the  vestry  of  the  church.  Mrs. 
Beldeu,  Mrs.  Lyman  Dean,  Mrs.  N.  C.  Luther,  Miss  ^lolina  Capron,  Miss 
Sally  Peck,  and  others  were  among  the  leaders  in  the  work.  The  ladies  here 
arranued  fairs,  which  were  very  successful,  aud  several  times  a  hundred  and 
tifty  dollars  were  made  at  these.  A  reading  circle  was  in  existence  at  that 
lime,  which  met  once  a  week,  and  at  this  the  ladies  always  busied  themselves 
with  knitting  stockings,  the  tops  of  which  were  red  and  white  to  form  the 
patriotic  combination. 

All  the  work  done  was  not  done  in  coiiiinoii  at  llu'  frt'inu'Ul  society  gather- 
ing's. Many  who  could  not  leave  their  Ixjines  had  work  given  them  to  do 
there,  anti  not  the  least  earnest  in  this  labor  of  love  were  those  women  upon 
whom,  in  the  absence  of  luisliands  aud  sons,  had  rnlleii  the  cliiel'  lunden  of 
the  support  of  their  families.  Facts  and  ligures  may  and  should  be  compiled 
and  preserved,  but  the  real  historj'  of  such  labors  as  these  can  never  be 
written  by  any  human  pen.  Who  shall  say,  howevei',  that  they  are  not  in 
every  sueh  case  important  factors  in  working  out  the  giaiid  residt?  While 
we  Ixjiior  our  soldiers  and  citizens  for  their  noble  record  ot  the  \\  ar  of  the 
Kebellion,  we  will  honor  <mm-  women  also,  for  '•  they  did  what  they  could." 

in.MIMSCKN'CES,    EXPEUIKNCES    OK    Sol.l>IEKS,    ETC. 

A  few  reminiscences  of  the  early  days  of  the  war  have  lieen  obtained  from 
some  of  tiie  ladies  who  were  engaged  in  the  fitting  out  of  the  soldiers  who 
first  enlisted  in  town,  and  several  old  soldiers  have  kindly  given  us  an  outline 
of  their  compaiiie.-)'  marches  and  actions,  adding  some  personal  ixperiences 
of  their  times  of  active  service. 

Ah  has  bei-n  seen,  enlistment>  began  Ncry  early.  (Jeiieral  ()r(h'is  No.  8 
WHH  issued  by  ( iovernor  .b»hn  A.  .\ndrewon  \\n\\  •J'Jd,  bs(ll ,  and  under  these 
carders  Company  I  was  formed  in  tliis  town.  Arms  being  supplied,  the  iii'Xt 
want  was  pro|)er  clothing.  *• 'i"he  town  was  very  liberal  in  furnishing  all 
that  wan  required  '"  in  the  way  of  material,  and  the  ladieN  agreed  to  maki-  it 
up.      In  North  Attleborough  they  met  in  tiie  hall  of  the  Masonic   building; 
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those  ladies  who  were  able  to  do  so,  and  others,  took  work  to  their  homes, 
while  the  old  ladies  whose  eyes  were  too  dim  for  sewing  at  once  began  to 
knit  socks.  The  uniforms  were  cut  by  a  tailor.  They  were  of  gray  cloth, 
with  short,  close  coats,  and  military  buttons.  They  wei-e  to  have  been 
trimmed  with  red,  but  that  order  was  countermanded,  as  it  was  thought  the 
color  "might  be  a  mark  for  the  rebels."  Mrs.  Benjamin  Pratt  was  one  of 
those  most  active  and  efficient  in  that  part  of  the  town  and  held  many  meet- 
ings at  her  house,  where  subsequently  undergarments,  lint,  and  bandages  were 
also  prepared. 

In  East  Attleborough  the  ladies  met  in  what  is  now  "  Union  Hall"  ;  Miss 
Abby  Capron  was  the  head  of  the  committee,  a  position  she  was  well  quali- 
fied to  occupy,  and  upon  her  devolved  the  care  of  the  undergarments.  The 
tailor  came  from  North  Attleborough  to  cut  the  suits,  and  Miss  Angeuette 
Starkey  took  charge  of  the  basting,  which  occupied  her  for  eight  days,  even 
with  the  able  assistance,  a  portion  of  the  time,  of  Mrs.  Stephen  Pierce,  whose 
efforts  deserve  special  mention,  because,  as  some  may  remember,  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  that  she  could  get  to  the  hall  to  work,  owing  to  the  disap- 
proval of  some  members  of  her  famil}'.  To  this  day  Miss  Starkey  remem- 
bers thankfully  her  "happy  thought"  in  having  the  name  of  each  soldier 
pinned  to  the  various  portions  of  his  suit,  in  order  to  insure  the  proper 
coming  together  of  the  right  legs,  arms,  and  bodies.  But  for  this,  it  is  easy 
to  imagine  the  mixtures  that  would  have  resulted,  mixtures  which  no  shakino- 
—  though  as  vigorous  as  tbat  in  the  "Valley  of  Dry  Bones  " — would  have 
been  able  to  make  right.  There  were  several  sewing  machines  in  the  hall, 
one  a  Mrs.  Wilkinson's,  another  Mrs.  Dr.  Sanford's,  and,  if  the  memory  of 
onr  informant  is  correct,  the  doctor  himself  helped  to  use  it  in  the  good 
cause.  Men,  women,  and  children  were  all  eager  to  work  and  "  did  with 
their  might  ivhatever  their  hands  found  to  do."  Any  work  was  man's  work, 
any  work  woman's  work,  that  either  could  do.  The  ladies,  it  is  said,  brought 
"  spider  web  silk  "  to  make  the  clothes  with,  and  Major  Holman  went  to 
Providence  to  procure  the  proper  kind,  and  "  Alcott  Hardin  was  press  man." 
The  work  went  on  here  for  over  forty  days  with  "  the  hall  full  in  the  after- 
noons," and  the  story  for  North  Attleborough  would  doubtless  be  much  the 
same,  for  nearly  a  hundred  men  had  to  be  made  ready.  Besides  his  suit, 
each  soldier  was  supplied  with  two  flannel  shirts,  two  pairs  of  drawers,  socks, 
a  havelock,  and  a  bag  "  containing  all  the  necessary  articles  for  mending  his 
clothing."  The  ladies  attended  also  to  providing  the  blankets.  Mr.  Lyman 
Dean  presented  the  insignia  for  the  caps,  which  were  raised  gold  letters  and 
were  made  in  Taunton,  and  to  each  soldier  he  gave  $1.50  worth  of  postage 
stamps. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  five  men  in  Company  I,  only  nine  were  not  of  our 
town.  The  company's  drill  ground  was  on  the  "  old  Tom  French  place,"  as 
it  was  then  familiarlv  called,  on  the  road  from  the  Farmers  to  Robinsonville, 
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whore  tlu-re  \v:»s  a  rac-iuij;  track  of  a  niilo  in  leny:tli,  ami  bofore  loaviiiii'  home 
"  the  company  could  march  arouiul  the  track  in  lifteeu  minutes."  This 
shows  tlie  zeal  with  which  our  citizens  went  to  work  to  make  soldiers  of 
themselves  when  tiie  necessity  came,  and  the  result  was  certainly  credit- 
able for  a  month's  time  with  men  wholly  unaccustomed  to  such  exercise. 
Their  jrymnasium  was  in  the  basement  of  Whiting's  new  shop  at  North 
Attleborough. 

The  day  before  they  left  town  for  camp,  Sunday,  Captain  Ashley  preached 
to  the  company  in  the  Baptist  church,  and  the  following  morning  they  met 
at  four  o'clock  on  the  common  in  front  of  the  church.  ^NLau}'  cau  recall  the 
sad  scenes  of  that  early  morning,  for  almost  everybod}^  in  that  part  of  the 
town  came  there  to  say  "  good-by "  and  "Godspeed."  The  company 
marched  to  East  Attleborough,  where  in  Union  Hall  they  found  a  fine  spread 
awaiting  them,  "  but  the  boys  did  not  feel  much  like  eating."  The  clerk, 
Mr.  Wade,  was  obliged  to  take  charge  of  calling  the  roll,  "the  orderly  ser- 
geant not  feeling  it  was  his  duty."  No  one  can  wonder  at  that  sergeant's 
feeling  or  blame  him  for  shifting  such  a  duty  in  such  surroundings,  for  the 
whole  story  is  told  in  the  simple  phrase  of  the  clerk  himself,  a  man  whose 
bravery  was  unquestioned,  and  he  says  :  "  It  was  the  hardest  work  I  ever  did." 

The  Seventii  went  into  camp  first  at  Taunton,  where  they  remained  for 
a  month — from  .Iiinc  r.'th  to  .Inly  li'th,  ISi;!  — and  where  on  June  l.")th  llu-y 
were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  the  regiment  promising 
*'  to  serve  for  the  war,  or  for  three  or  five  years."  Four  of  the  companies 
were  stationed  in  the  old  Kxiiibition  Imildings.  I  and  K  together,  and  just 
opposite  them  Company  E,  who  were  called  '•  the  Dorchester  Owls,"  because 
they  were  always  awake  at  night.  The  first  night  there  was  no  sleep  for  any- 
body. Boots  flew  here  and  there  to  the  accompaniment  of  every  variety  of 
catcall,  and  there  was  a  general  and  lively  '"good  time."  Whenever  ollicers 
called  f<n"  quiet,  of  course  a  few  seconds  sullict'd  to  set  every  man  snoring 
lustily  for  the  time  being.  All  this  fim,  howcvei',  did  not  make  careless 
soldiers,  hut  quite  the  contrary.  Indeed,  only  recently.  Colonel  Couch  in 
referring  to  the  Seventh  Regiment  said  thai  its  discipline  and  attendance  to 
duty  were  the  same  during  those  few  days  in  camp  before  it  entered  the 
United  States  servicf  !is  they  were  afterwards,  and  its  reputation  in  those 
respects  is  too  well  known  to  neeil  tomment  here. 

In  .Inly  came  orders  to  proceed  to  Washington.  Very  many  can  remem- 
ber llie  twelfth  day  of  that  month.  The  iiour  when  the  train  bearing  the 
Seventh  was  to  pass  through  the  East  village  was  known,  and  from  all  over 
the  town  people  collected  at  the  station.  The  old  depot  platform  was 
crowded  with  pale-fa<'e(l  womiMi  and  excited  children,  all  eager  for  a  hand- 
shake and  f;ood-by  with  those  who  were  now  to  go  to  the  front  and  learn  the 
terrible  lessons  of  r«'!il  war.  The  train  stoppi-d  some  moments  at  a  little 
tliHtanc^e  from  the  village  and   then  rushed  swiftly  through   it,  and  the  wailing 
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ones  had  only  the  merest  glimpse  of  loved  faces,  and  the  echoes  of  a  hun- 
dred voices  mingled  in  parting  phrases.  This  was  the  last  seen  of,  alas  !  too 
many  a  dear  one,  for  the  Seventh  reaped  the  reward  of  active  service  and 
returned  from  that  journey  with  sadly  thinned  ranks. 

In  passing  through  Baltimore  "they  were  obliged  to  load  up"  and  had 
no  opportunity  to  appease  their  hunger.  Their  first  night  in  Washington  was 
spent  in  the  Capitol,  where  rations  were  served  them.  One  of  the  men  says  : 
"  We  slept  in  marble  halls,  and  did  not  need  to  dream  of  them."  The  first 
permanent  camp  of  the  Seventh  was  Camp  Kalorama  in  the  hospital  grounds, 
where  they  remained  until  August  5th  and  then  removed  to  Camp  Bright- 
wood,  a  temporary  camp  near  Brightwood,  on  the  right  side  of  Seventh 
Street.  Upon  a  certain  occasion  here  one  of  the  courses  on  the  bill  of  fare 
proved  to  be  "  meat  rather  lively."  The  regimental  taste  not  being  suf- 
ficiently educated  to  enjo}'  that  as  an  article  of  food,  it  was  decided  to  make 
another  disposition  of  it,  and  the  P"'all  River  companies  A  and  B  got  out 
their  drums  and  to  the  "  Dead  March  in  Saul,"  or  something  else,  "  buried 
it  with  appropriate  cerem.onies."  Later  the  camp  was  changed  to  a  spot 
between  Seventh  and  Fourteenth  streets,  on  which  latter  street  was  the 
hospital,  then  a  hotel,  the  place  being  now  occupied  by  a  I'ace  ground. 
While  here  Company  I  had  the  measles  and  Henry  Davenport  died. 

The  winter  was  passed  in  this  place  and  barracks  had  to  be  constructed. 
The  trees  were  found  in  the  woods  not  far  away.  Trunks  were  dug  out, 
logs  set  down  in  them,  and  the  chinks  filled  in  with  mad.  Some  of  the  ends 
were  run  up  together  to  form  peaked  roofs,  and  the  tents  were  opened  and 
spread  over  these  as  a  covering.  The  chimney  to  each  barrack  was  built 
with  logs  and  mud,  cobhouse  fashion,  and  had  a  fireplace.  Each  company 
had  four  buildings,  and  each  squad  had  a  sergeant  and  two  corporals  in  it. 
Before  the  barracks  were  erected  the  men  had  had  A  tents,  but  after  leaving 
camp  they  had  only  shelter  tents,  of  which  each  man  carried  a  portion.  Even 
these  they  were  without  for  some  time  and  were  obliged  to  form  shelters 
for  themselves  as  best  they  could  by  putting  two  of  their  rubber  blankets 
together  and  fastening  them  with  wooden  pins. 

In  March,  1862,  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Prospect  Hill,  as  a  forward  move- 
ment was  expected.  Here  they  had  "rain,  mud,  and  no  shelter";  so  our 
men  occupied  themselves  in  building  huge  fires  of  whole  trees  and  drving 
one  side  while  the  other  side  was  getting  wet.  The  return  march  to  camp 
was  through  mud  knee-deep,  with  a  little  variety  in  wading  Rock  Creek  in 
water  waist-high.  Company  I,  however,  were  most  cheerfully  welcomed  at 
their  barracks  with  roaring  fires,  hot  coffee,  etc.,  prepared  by  Mr.  Des  Jar- 
dins,  who,  being  ordnance  officer,  had  been  left  in  camp  and  so  "  could  look 
out  for  his  men."  We  fancy  some  of  the  Company  I  "  boys"  can  feel  the 
warmth  of  those  fires  and  smell  the  fragrant  odors  of  that  steaming  coffee 
even  now.     The  last  of  March  orders  were  received  to  start  for  the  Renin- 


"188  -1    ^KKTril   OF   THE 

sula.  TlK'ise  wore  obeyed  so  promptly  tluit  the  regiment  was  al  Columbia 
College  too  soou,  so  after  remaining  in  the  grounds  for  a  time  it  retnrned  to 
camp.  The  morning  following  their  return,  however,  transports  were  taken 
for  Fortress  Monroe  and  tiie  Seventh  (juartered  at  Camp  Smith,  beyond 
Hampton,  near  Big  Bethi'l.  The  next  camp  was  Warwick  Court  House,  in 
the  wot)ds,  where  picket  thity  was  done  until  the  evacuation  of  Vorktown. 
Tlience  our  men  proceeile<l  to  tiie  tight  at  Williamsburg,  and  the  night 
precedinu;  thev  cam|)i'(l  in  a  eoi'ntield.  where  the  rain  took  a  cheerful  way  of 
announcing  itself  Ity  trickling  down  their  Itacks. 

Not  long  after  this  our  informant,  then  the  First  Sergeant  of  Company  I, 
had  to  make  a  little  digression.  After  an  exposure  to  the  rain  of  thirty-six 
hours"  duration,  he  was  compelled  to  submit  to  a  siege  of  toothache,  and  just 
about  the  time  the  southern  army  was  evacuating  its  position  several  of  his 
hitherto  reliable  dental  members  were  by  order  of  their  commander  quitting 
their  slronsrhold,  like  the  '•  rebs,"  never  again  to  become  possessed  of  their 
former  fortifications. 

The  day  following  this  battle  of  Williamsburg,  which  Avas  a  hard  one, 
though  the  number  of  troops  employed  was  not  very  large,  the  regiment  had 
a  march  of  twenty-five  miles,  a  most  severe  one.  for  the  day  was  intensely 
hot  and  many  fell  out  by  the  way  on  account  of  the  heat  and  lack  of  water. 
From  this  time  on  the  regiment  was  actively  engaged  in  the  skirmishing  line 
all  along  the  Peninsula.  This  line  of  diill  iiad  been  that  of  the  Seventh, 
and  our  Attleborough  "boys"  were  especially  interested  in  it.  Tpon  one 
occasion,  when  two  companies  had  been  ordered  out.  and  one  of  them  was 
too  slow,  it  was  with  pride  and  pleasure  that  Company  T  obeyed  an  order 
from  their  colonel  to  ''  go  out  and  go  faster."  Company  I  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  which  began  May  .Slst,  ISfi-i.  and  this  was  their  first 
experience  of  ical  lighting.  \{  this  tinii'  LitMitinaiit  I)es  .lardins  was  com- 
manding the  company,  and  here  Sergeant  Faas  lost  his  leg  by  being  in  wh.at 
would  ordinarily  have  been  another  man's  i)lace.  At  this  l)attle  the  regiment 
was  snrrouniled,  and  was  released  by  General  Sunnier.  At  that  tinu-  Lieu- 
tenant Whiting  was  with  the  c-ompany,  and  as  they  were  preparing  to  camp 
for  the  night  a  man  met  him  and  inquired  for  some  North  Carolina  regiment, 
HO  .Mr.  Whiting  at  once  took  him  to  the  colonel  as  a  prisoner.  This  camping- 
place  waH  a  meadow  where  the  men  had  to  lie  on  tlu-ir  guns  to  keep  from  the 
wet,  an<l  with  only  pants,  shirts,  and  iiloii.ses.  Tiie  summons  to  the  iialtle 
had  couw  while  they  were  j)reparing  dinner,  and  Iteing  still  a  little  new  to 
the  u»ageH  of  war  they  left  everything  as  it  was,  taking  only  their  guns. 
The  battle  over,  they  were  minus  coats,  blankets,  food,  and  utensils,  and 
they  had  nothing  to  eat  from  Saturday  morning  until  Sunday  night,  wiien 
they  received  "one  hard  t.ack  api<'ce."  The  day  following  this  battle  they 
•'  liad  ft  chance  to  fight  a  little"  from  liehind  a  raili«<a<l.  and  two  of  llie  com- 
pany were  woninh-d. 
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Soon  after  this  they  returned  to  a  camp  near  the  former  old  one,  and  hav- 
ing lost  their  clothes,  equipments,  etc.,  they  had  to  be  newly  supplied.  Thev 
remained  in  this  place  until  June  25th,  when  they  went  on  to  the  picket  lines. 
This  was  the  commencement  of  the  seven  days'  fight  before  Richmond. 
Company  I  had  some  skirmishing  and  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Malvern 
Hill  and  in  one  cavalry  encounter  at  Charles  City  crossroads.  At  Malvern 
Hill  their  position  was  on  rear  ground,  where  they  could  overlook  the  battle- 
field —  a  great  plateau  filled  with  men  —  and  witness  the  fight. 

After  this  our  men  camped  for  six  weeks  near  Harrison's  Landing  in  a 
fine  wheatfield,  building  breastworks  several  times  as  they  moved  about ;  and 
here  many  were  ill  from  the  effects  of  poor  water.  Next  by  transport  to 
Alexandria,  and,  horses  being  delayed,  the  officers  had  for  a  time  to  test  their 
marching  powers  on  foot  with  the  men.  Directly  after  the  second  battle  of 
Rull  Run,  our  company  was  among  those  who  went  back  following  Lee,  but 
between  him  and  Washington.  They  were  in  the  battle  of  Antietam  and  lay 
one  night  on  the  field,  where  Mr.  Wade  as  orderly  sergeant  "  tried  to  waken 
a  dead  man."  They  followed  the  "  rebs  "  for  a  while  and  finally  went  into 
camp  at  Downesville,  Md.,  where  they  remained  until  October.  Being 
ordered  to  move,  they  crossed  the  river  at  Berlin,  where  they  had  "  to  make 
the  muster  rolls  in  the  night  on  empty  cracker  boxes  "  with  dew-dampened 
paper,  and  then  went  on  into  Virginia,  camping  at  New  Baltimore. 

November  9th  General  Burnside  took  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac and  soon  made  a  move  down  toward  Fredericksburg,  and  Companv  I 
was  in  the  battle  at  that  place  on  December  13th,  1862,  when  "•  Terrill  was 
killed  and  Snell  wounded."  During  this  year  Colonel  Russell  left  the  regi- 
ment, expressing  at  parting  from  his  men  many  regrets  at  being  obliged  to 
leave  them.  The  regiment  was  rather  unjustly  treated  in  this  respect,  hav- 
ing had  five  different  colonels  placed  in  command  over  it.  This  was  one  of 
the  times  when  jealousy  waxed  rampant  over  the  eastern  army,  when  the 
chief  fighting  seemed  to  be  over  the  question  of  a  commander,  who  was  no 
sooner  appointed  and  ready  for  action  than  he  was  superseded,  and  the 
men  were  occupied  in  "  waiting  for  orders"  or  trying  to  obey  contradictory 
ones. 

The  Seventh  stayed  near  Falmouth  all  the  winter  of  1862-63  and  were  in 
the  famous  "  Mud  March,"  as  it  was  called,  when  the  great  Army  of  the 
Potomac  "  marched  up.  and  then  marched  down  again."  Its  next  fight  was 
the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  —  second  Fredericksburg.  Here  Company  I 
lost  its  captain,  Prentiss  M.  Whiting,  and  the  command  devolved  upon 
Lieutenant  Wade.  Company  D  lost  in  this  fight  nineteen  out  of  forty-one 
men,  and  Company  I  suffered  severely.  A.  Bartlett  Keith,  Alexander 
Corey.  Edward  Dean,  and  Andrew  Farrell  were  all  wounded  in  the  leg,  the 
former  severely,  the  latter  slightly  ;  Henry  Graff,  in  the  shoulder  severely  ; 
J.  Allen  Tillson,  in  the  hand  slightly  ;    John  A.  Whaley,  in  the   abdomen 
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seveivlv  ;  :  in  111)08  B.  '^i^^<hlle,  nioitally  in  thi'  fcot.,  ais  wir;  ibe  largest 
list  of  casiaUft-'S  in  the  company  at  any  one  time. 

Marve's  Heijilits  was  one  of  their  battles;  anulhor,  Salem  Clunvli,  whe.e 
we  wi'iL-  repnlsed.  On  this  occasion  Company  I  had  "  simply  to  stand  still 
and  l»e  fired  at  from  three  sides."  Their  orders  were  to  attract  the  attention 
and  fiij  of  the  enemy,  while  otiiers  of  our  men  slioiild  Hank  and  surround  the 
same,  and  we  may  be  sure  Attleborouiih  boys  stood  their  ground  firmly. 
Durinii  this  light  the  entire  regiment  was  surrounded  and  lost  enormously. 
During  the  dav  following  —  a  Sunday  in  May,  l-SGo  —  the  Seventh  were  cut 
off  entirely  from  our  army.  In  the  late  afternoon  a  tremendous  thunder- 
cloud arose.  Taking  advantage  of  this  circumstance  and  leaving  a  skirmish 
line  witii  a  battery  wiiicli  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy  in  the  dark,  under 
cover  of  this  friendly  cloud  the  regiment  marched  away,  and  finally  all  suc- 
ceeded in  crossing  a  river  in  safety  and  reaching  their  own  lines  once  more. 
Thev  returned  to  the  old  camp  near  Falrnoutli  and  from  there  marched  fully 
two  hundred  miles  to  get  to  Gettysburg  for  the  famous  July  fights. 

Their  last  march  to  reach  the  battlefield  was  one  of  forty  miles.  They 
had  finished  the  regular  day's  march,  "pitched  camp  and  just  got  to  bed," 
when  the  order  to  ''  pack  and  fall  in  "  came,  and  by  the  mistake  of  the 
guides  they  were  taken  in  the  wrong  direction,  inarching  forty  for  thirty 
miles.  This  long  march  ended,  they  halted  by  the  roadside,  and  had  just 
made  coffee  when  the  order  was  received  to  •'  push  on  doultle  quick  for 
Round  Top,"  and  they  did  speedily  push  on  to  its  foot.  The  Seventh 
belonged  to  the  Sixth  Army  Corps,  and  the  ajipearance  of  this  corps  "  dis- 
couraged the  enemy,  and  saved  the  second  day's  fight."  The  next  day  our 
company  was  in  the  reserve  force,  was  here,  tliere,  and  everywhere  in  the 
midst  of  the  fight,  but  not  in  tlic  front.  On  the  "  Fouitli  "  —  the  closing  day 
of  the  great  figlit —  they  were  on  the  front  line  again,  and  on  tlie  fifth  were 
"  after  the  enemy."  Later  they  were  in  Washington  and  still  lati'r  went 
into  winter  quarters  at  Brandy  Station  on  the  I'ai  111  of  tlii'  famous  unionist, 
.1.  Minor  H(ttts.  While  there  they  engaged  in  tiie  ligiit  at  Stone  Mountain 
across  the  Kapidan. 

In  May,  1864,  they  were  ordered  from  Brandy  Station  to  the  Wilderness 
again,  wiiere  heavy  fighting  was  continually  going  on,  and  many  were  killed, 
'i'hey  were  fighting  day  after  ilay  in  woods  so  thick  the  enemy  could  not  be 
Keen.  It  was  continually  —  "March  to-night,  and  ligiit  to-morrow."  At 
SpottHvlvania  a  charge  was  (jrdere(l  with<»ut  a  skirmish  line  into  a  thick  piiu' 
wockI  across  u  wet  meadow  full  of  Mind  and  slime.  Here  luitli  I'nion  :ind 
Southern  lines  overlajiped  i-ach  oilier,  and  Company  I  lost  several  men. 
Later  a  skirmish  line  was  formed,  and  the  next  day  the  pickets  had  a  Httli' 
eiicoiiiiler  with  the  enemy.  Our  i»ickets  at  this  time  were  kept  on  duty  for 
more  than  twenty-four  hours,  Lieutenant  Wade  and  others  from  Company 
I    beinn    among    them,     '{'lie    former  was    frequently   "detailed    for  special 


HISTORY  OF  ATTLEBOEOUGH.  191 

duties,"  the  perfo,  .ee  of  which  one  uot  a  soldier  could  ao^ily  see  re- 
'  'red  more  than  the  ordinary  courage  and  judgment.  Several  "  I'ig  fights  " 
Occurred  about  this  time  at  or  near  Cold  Harbor  and  were  the  last  in  which 
our  •'  boys"  of  Company  I  were  engaged,  for  on  June  15th,  1864,  they  left 
the  front  for  some  point  on  the  James  River,  whence  they  were  transported 
to  AYashington  and  New  York.  There  they  were  greeted  with  an  c"ation 
and  no  doubt  the  accompaniment  of  a  generous  meal.  From  New  York  they 
journeyed  by  the  Stonington  Line  and  on  to  Taunton,  their  coming  a  sur- 
prise, no  telegram  having  announced  it.  Their  discharge  papers  were  not 
received  until  July  oth,  though  they  bore  date  June  27th. 

And  now  Company  I  was  at  home  again;  and  how  proudly  and  heartily 
they  were  welcomed  after  those  three  years  of  faithful  service  in  fighting  for 
'•the  land  we  love  so  well"!  Alas  that,  of  the  hundred  who  went  forth 
strong  and  hopeful,  less  than  half  came  back  whole  and  vigorous !  Had  only 
a  half  dozen  returned,  that  would  have  been  joy  enough  for  the  whole  town  to 
make  itself  jubilant ;  and  from  everywhere  the  people  came  to  greet  the  thirty- 
seven  and  give  them  a  public  ovation,  even  those  whose  loved  ones  slept 
beneath  southern  skies  or  in  the  neighboring  kirkyards  joining  in  those 
happy  services  for  the  comrades  of  their  dead. 

In  true  New  England  fashion,  with  procession  and  music  and  waving 
banners,  under  the  open  sky,  this  glad  reception  was  given.  Brightly  clad 
school  children,  singing  joyful  songs,  followed  by  their  no  less  happy  elders, 
escorted  "the  returned  soldiers"  to  "Pine  Grove,"  where  there  was  a 
"bake."  What  else  could  there  have  been  for  men  who  had  not  tasted 
a  dam.  for  three  years?  The  delicious  fumes  of  that  steaming  coffee  in  the 
Washington  barracks  at  the  end  of  the  long  day's  march  in  the  rain  and 
mud  were  forgotten  as  the  appetizing  odors  of  this  weed-crowned  bivalve 
greeted  their  nostrils.  What  a  contrast  to  their  last  meal  together  when  they 
left  the  old  town!  xnen  no  one  could  eat,  now  no  one  could  help  doing 
it ;  but  there  was  enough  for  all,  even  a  feast ;  for  Attleborough  bakes 
don't  fail. 

After  the  feast,  toasts  and  speeches  were  in  order,  on  this  occasion  filled 
with  words  of  pride  and  joy,  but  always  with  a  vein  of  sadness  running  through 
them,  as  thoughts  recurred  to  absent  forms  and  empty  places.  Very  often 
during  a  long  period  of  years  the  duties  of  toastmaster  devolved  upon  the 
writer  of  this  book,  and  it  was  so  upon  this  occasion.  A  few  of  his  special 
words  of  welcome  to  Company  I  have  been  found  among  his  forgotten  papers 
and  are  given  here  because  they  may  bring  to  someone  a  pleasant  memory 
of  that  now  long-past  happy  day. 

We  have  not  come  here  to  make  formal  speeches  to  j'ou,  but  to  give  you  a  hearty  welcome 
home.  —  a  welcome  back  to  old  Attleborough,  this  spot  from  which  three  years  ago  you  took 
your  Jejjarture  for  the  unknown  scenes  of  an  opening  war.  But  how  few  of  those  who  tilled 
your  ranks  on  that  occasion,  are  here  to-day.  Is  this  Co.  I  ?  How  many  have  fallen  on 
the  battlefields  of  their  country,  or  died  in  its  camps,  your  thinned  ranks  too  painfully  attest. 
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Tln>  nu-muiy  of  the  lirax  c  cloa'l  wliu  return  not  will  lip  clitrislii'il  and  Imnonil  not  only  by  their 
frleiuN.  hut  the  people  of  Attlehoroujrh  for  years  to  lonie. 

How  sleep  the  lirave  who  sink  to  rest 
With  all  their  eountry's  wishes  l)lest! 

You  have  fouirht  in  a  just  cause,  they  have  fallen  in  a  irlorioiis  cause.  Tliree  years  ag:o  you 
went  forth  from  these  homes  and  friends  in  the  defence  of  your  country,  for  the  inte<rrity  of 
its  territory.  —  the  perpetuity  of  our  Inion  —  for  tlie  security  of  our  free  institutions.  This  is 
a  eau>e  that  will  survive,  and  irill  triumph.  In  the  name  of  the  people  of  this  town  we  ajrain 
welcome  you  liaek  to  your  friends.  AVe  thank  you  for  the  service  you  have  done.  Since  you 
left  us  we  have  watched  your  course, —  we  have  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac, —  we  an-  liap|»y  to  say  that  you  have  done  honor  to  the  town  which  you  represented 
in  that  army.  The  irreat  battles  in  which  you  have  been  ensrajrcd,  Williamshurir,  Fair  Oaks. 
Antietam.  Freilericksburfr.  (iettyshurg,  the  Wilderness.  Spottsylvania.  and  Cold  Harbor  will  be 
forever  remembered,  —  they  are  inscribeil  on  tlie  immortal  paires  of  history. 

Thus  ill  this  rural  scene,  iimid  sounds  of  niirtli  and  gladness,  in  the  sun- 
shine of  a  cloudless  summer  day,  we  leave  Company  I.  It  is  our  last  glimpse 
of  them  all  together.  "Well  is  it  for  them  and  for  us  all  that  as  we  think  of 
their  deeds  we  can  say  the  prize  for  which  they  strove  was  won  !  As  long  as 
the  great  war  is  remembered,  so  long  will  the  ''  7th  Mass."  be  remembered, 
and  we  of  Attleborough  may  speak  with  pride  of  our  company's  share  in  its 
brave  and  brilliant  exploits. 

During  the  spring  of  18(32,  about  forty-five  men  enlisted  in  this  town  as 
members  of  Company  C.  Forty-seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment,  and  went 
into  camp  at  Boxford.  Mr.  Lemuel  T.  Starkey  was  commissioned  its  captain, 
and  Everett  S.  Horton  one  of  its  lieutenants.  These  gentlemen  were  occupied 
during  tiie  siiinmer  recruiting  for  the  reginient.  jcjining  it  in  tlie  early  aiitiinm, 
when  it  was  regularly  raustereil  into  llie  I'nited  States  scivici'.  Tliere  were 
at  the  same  time  at  Boxford  souje  four  or  live  other  regiments  called  the 
"  Mercliantfti'  (iuard  of  Boston."  It  required  strenuous  efforts  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  II.  \.  Daggett,  tin-  (  liaii man  of  the  selectmen,  and  ]\Ir.  Staikev  «-  ,»revent 
( onipany  C  from  being  placed  in  tlie  Fourth  Regiment.  At  the  time  of  its 
enlistments  the  governor  was  very  desirous  of  getting  that  regiment  <>tT  to 
the  front  at  once,  but  these  gentlemen  urged  the  company's  joining  tiie 
Forty-seventh,  as  by  the  delay  in  so  doing  the  matter  of  bdiinties  could  Ite 
sati.Hfactorily  ailjusted.  Ilonnty  had  been  promised  to  tlic  men.  but  at  one 
time,  :i  little  later,  the  town  vidcil  not  to  pay  any  bounty  moiiry.  liy  delay- 
ing, an  arrangement  was  maile  with  the  city  of  Boston  to  make  tliese  pay- 
ments and  later  to  transfer  these  men  to  the  credit  of  onr  town,  wliicli,  as  has 
Ix-en  seen,  was  carried  out.  Had  Company  ('  joined  the  Fointli,  not  only 
would  tiie  men  liiive  received  no  bounty,  but.  what  is  f:ir  worse,  the  eom- 
pnny  woiihl  doulitleas  "  have  been  cut  to  pieces,  for  the  l-"ointli  liad  a  bloody 
experi«'iice." 

From  Bcixford  the  regiment  went  to  Keatlviiie,  wiiere  it  leniained  alxnit  two 
wcekH,  and  then  to  .New  York,  going  into  camp  on  Long  Islam!  at  the  liai- 
rackn  on   an   old    ijicecoiirse   there.      <  hi    Deeeiiiliei    _' 1    the  men    tooU    a    trans- 
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port  for  New  Orleans.  They  were  eight  days  in  reaching  Ship  Island  and 
from  there  went  under  sealed  orders.  They  landed  at  CarroUtou,  some  seven 
miles  above  the  city,  and  went  into  camp  at  Greenville,  where  they  had  been 
but  a  few  days  when  they  were  transferred  to  the  United  States  barracks, 
seven  miles  below  the  city,  and  from  there  to  the  city  itself,  where  they  were 
placed  on  provost  duty.  At  CarroUton,  where  the  first  landing  was  made,  all 
the  houses  about  were  full  of  rebel  sharpshooters  during  the  first  night,  and 
John  Sullivan,  having  ventured  out  from  shelter,  was  shot  through  the  leg. 
A  little  excitement  occurred  here,  but  not  of  a  martial  nature.  One  solitary 
man,  a  Frenchman,  had  remained  at  CarroUton  in  charge  of  his  own  or  some- 
one's plantation,  and  he  had  two  slave  girls  there.  Hearing  an  outer}',  some 
of  our  soldiers  entered  his  house  and  found  he  had  whipped  one  of  these 
slaves  with  great  severity.  The  colonel  of  the  Forty-seventh  sent  him  at  once 
to  Tortugas.  One  can  readily  understand  the  indignation  of  a  northern  man 
over  such  a  deed,  especially  at  that  time,  and  his  promptness  in  using  his 
authority  to  punish  the  offender.  The  dislike  manifested  by  the  people  of 
New  Orleans  for  northern  soldiers  is  well  known,  but  we  are  told  that  "  in 
the  French  portion  of  the  city  —  on  the  contrary  —  they  were  very  hospi- 
table." The  Forty-seventh  was  kept  for  a  number  of  months  in  New 
Orleans,  "  because  it  was  the  best  drilled,  best  dressed,  and  best  appearing 
regiment  of  any  that  went  to  that  city." 

Company  C  had  no  skirmishes  in  the  city,  but  upon  one  occasion  three  com- 
panies, C  among  them,  went  up  the  river  to  Baton  Rouge  under  command  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Stickney,  "  and  there  had  a  pretty  hard  skirmish." 
Several  men  were  wounded,  but  not  severely.  •'  Hartshorn,  Alger,  and  Bas- 
sett  died  at  New  Orleans  from  fever,  and  one  man  left  the  regiment,  and 
has  never  been  heard  from  since."  Captain  Starkey  resigned  in  January, 
18G3,  receiving  from  his  company,  and  the  band  and  Hue  officers  of  the  regi- 
ment, testimonials  regarding  his  care  of  his  men  and  attention  to  their  wants, 
his  interest  in  the  regiment,  etc.,  while  he  was  a  member  of  it.  On  returning 
home  he  became  again  a  recruiting  officer.  He  was  stationed  at  Providence, 
where  he  had  charge  of  raising  and  shipping  off  battalions.  He  com- 
menced recruiting  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  during  its  continuance 
he  enlisted  1,084  men  in  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Upon  Captain  Starkey's  resignation,  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  men 
Lieutenant  Horton  became  captain  of  Company  C  and  soon  received  his 
commission.  Under  his  charge  the  company  retained  to  the  full  its  share  in 
the  excellent  reputation  the  Forty-seventh  had  gained.  There  were  but  few 
casualties  in  Company  C,  because  its  term  of  service  was  almost  entirely 
occupied  with  provost  duty.  The  regiment  was  ordered  to  Port  Hudson, 
but  the  fight  was  ended  before  its  services  were  required. 

These  men  enlisted  for  nine  months,  but  they  served  for  nearly  a  year. 
They  were  mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862,  and  on  August  5,  1863, 
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tliev  left  Nt'w  Orleans  for  lioiiie  via  tlie  Mississippi  Kiver.  At  Cairo  they 
took  cars  aiul  the  entire  journey  east  was  a  continued  ovation.  They  were 
met  at  every  stoiipinii-phice  with  enthusiasm  and  received  the  most  hivish 
attentions  from  the  people  everywhere.  They  were  mustered  out  at  Readville, 
September  1,  1863,  and  were  received  at  home  with  the  hearty  greetings  of 
the  whole  town,  which  turned  out  to  welcome  them. 

February  20.  1804.  fifty-two  men  from  this  town  were  mustered  into  service 
in  the  Fifty-eighth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  the  majority  of  them 
in  Company  C.  Several  of  these  men  were  veterans,  having  seiA'ed  in  the 
Forty-seventh.  They  camped  at  Readville,  leaving  there  April  28,  and  on 
May  5  they  reached  the  AVilderness,  participating  in  that  series  of  bloody 
battles.  During  this  time  some  of  our  *'boys"  were  taken  prisoners,  and 
from  one  of  them  we  have  heard  of  some  of  the  expedients  resorted  to  in  the 
prisi»n  pens  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the  prisoners.  OHieers  often  clubbed 
together  to  invent  stories  of  l)attles  in  which  the  northern  armies  always  came 
off  victorious.  Such  tales  brought  cheer  and  a  little  comfort  to  the  privates, 
and  when  one  had  been  often  enough  repeated,  a  fresh  one  was  made  up. 
Trapdoors  were  often  cut  in  the  prison  floors,  and  wlien  men  were  attempt- 
ing to  escape  some  coniratle  left  ])ehind  (lro|)pe(l  ihruuuli  these  doors  from 
room  to  room  to  keep  up  the  re(iuisite  number  in  each  at  ration  time  to  cover 
the  al>sence  of  the  runaways.  Some  Attleborough  men  died  in  those  horrible 
prisons  ;  others  were  enabled  to  conquer  despair  and  live  on  through  months 
of  that  awful  existence  until  release  came.  Some  of  those  who  survived 
were  completely  shattered  physically  ;  some  I'cgained  a  fair  degree  of  their 
former  vigor,  but  all  must  carry  through  life  the  effects  of  those  days  of 
terrible  suffering  and  endurance. 

The  Fifty-eighth  served  until  the  close  of  the  war  and  was  nmstered  out 
July  14,  I860. 

In  Companies  I  and  II,  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
there  were  a  uumlier  of  men  from  Attleborough.  They  enlisted  in  the  autumn 
of  1861,  going  into  camp  at  Readville  and  from  thence  to  Fort  Warren  to  do 
garrison  duty  '*  while  the  regiment  was  filling  up."  They  were  in  that  place 
when  Mason  and  Slidell  were  brought  there.  On  December  0  the  Twenty- 
fourth  started  for  the  seat  of  war,  accompanied  by  (iilmore's  l)and,  of 
Bc>ston.  They  went  to  Annapolis  and  became  a  part  of  the  Burnside  expe- 
dition. The  men  were  at  Roanoke  and  Ncwbern  among  the  earlier  battles  of 
tin-  war,  and  later  they  were  in  North  Carolina  and  its  vicinity  for  some  nine 
mouths  in  the  Department  of  the  South  under  (leneral  Hunter.  They  par- 
ticipated in  the  sieges  of  Forts  Sumter  ami  Wa^iu  1  and  were  engaged  all 
through  the  well-remembered  Morris  Island  Campaign  in  l.S(;:>. 

Subseipieiitly  the  regiment,  nmeh  reduct'd  on  account  of  ill-liealtli,  was  sent 
to  St.  .Vngustine  and  .Ia<-ksoMvilli',  where  wt'  may  hope  the  wearv.  war-worn 
veterans  (hew  in  health  and    vi<:or   from    the    lialmv  air  and  cool    sea   l)ree/,es 
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and  found  themselves  refreshed  in  courage  for  all  coming  encounters  in  that 
atmosphere  still  tinctured  with  the  memories  of  valorous  deeds  "  in  the  brave 
days  of  old."  They  were  engaged  in  the  Olustee  fight,  and  there  George 
Horton  and  John  Cummings  were  taken  prisoners  and  had  to  experience  the 
horrors  of  Andersonville  and  Florence.  At  the  latter  place  Mr.  Cummino-s 
escaped  by  tunneling  and  succeeded  in  getting  out  some  distance,  but  his 
attempt  soon  became  known,  and  he  was  followed  by  men  with  dogs  and 
recaptured.  The  failure  of  one  attempt,  however,  only  made  him  the  more 
determined  upon  another  effort  to  regain  his  freedom,  even  in  the  face  of  the 
frequent  penalty,  death  by  the  guard's  musket.  In  these  efforts  he  was 
irrepressible  and  embraced  every  possible  opportunity  to  effect  his  escape, 
though  in  the  end  it  was  only  effected  by  exchange. 

From  Florida  the  men  of  the  Twenty-fourth  went  back  to  Virginia  and 
were  attached  to  the  Army  of  the  James  under  Butler.  At  the  end  of  two 
years  the  opportunity  came  to  reenlist  for  bounty,  an  opportunity  which  was 
embraced  by  about  half  the  men  in  the  Twenty-fourth  :  and  the  resimeut 
was  re-formed  in  Virginia.  Among  those  who  declined  reenlistment  was 
Charles  P.  Dirke.  who  had  been  a  soldier  of  the  Second  Empire.  He  came 
home  :  but  the  habits  of  the  soldier  proved  to  be  too  firmly  fixed  to  be  easily 
thrown  off,  and  in  a  week's  time  he  was  in  Hancock's  Veteran  Corps.  He 
was  one  of  the  guard  at  the  gallows  when  Mrs.  Surratt  was  hanged  and  was 
among  those  who  assisted  to  pick  up  the  remains  of  the  soldiers  who  are 
buried  at  Arlington. 

Our  "boys"  of  the  Twenty-fourth  were  in  Grant's  army  and  had  the 
experiences  of  those  days  of  continual  and  brilliant  fighting  througli  the 
••summer  of  '64."  They  had  but  little  fighting  during  the  following  winter, 
but  iu  '-the  spring  of  '65"  they  were  again  with  Grant  in  his  last  grand 
campaign  just  before  the  close  of  the  war,  when  from  the  White  House  to 
the  hovel  the  whole  country  watched  with  breathless  interest  for  the  issue. 
The  Twenty-fourth  was  among  the  first  regiments  to  enter  Richmond  after 
Lee's  surrender  and  was  ordered  on  provost  duty  there. 

These  few  facts  are  enough  to  show  that  the  sei-^'ices  demanded  of  these 
men  were  varied  and  sufficient  to  prove  that  they  were  "true  and  tried" 
soldiers.  Some  of  these  men  —  some  of  ours  among  them — served  for  five 
years,  for  the  Twenty-fourth  was  among  the  last,  if  not  the  very  last  reo-i- 
ment.  to  return  home.     It  did  not  reach  Massachusetts  until  January,  1866. 

Over  one  half  —  fifty-four  men  —  of  Compau}"  H,  Fortieth  Regiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  were  from  our  town.  They  enlisted  early  in 
August.  1862  (about  the  7th),  '•  took  the  oath"  at  Boston  on  the  13th,  and 
on  the  18th  went  into  camp  at  Liufield.  They  were  "quartered  in  the  old 
meeting-house"  with  another  company  from  Taunton  and  had  straw  to  sleep 
on.  Attempts  were  made  by  many  on  this  first  night  to  get  some  rest,  but 
there  was  "  too  much  noise  to  sleep."    The  next  camping-place  was  Boxford, 


1«)G  A    SKETCH  OF   THE 

whore  tlu'V  roinaiiuHl  Vrnt  a  short  tiiiu'.  Thi'V  woif  remihuly  iniistered  into 
the  United  States  service  Sejitenilier  1st.  IHC-J,  luul  on  tiie  .sth  they  left  for 
"Washington.  They  reaelied  their  first  eanip  there  at  Fonrteenth  and  Allen 
streets  on  a  verv  hot  dav.  The  men  •*  wi're  marehed  fiftei-n  miles  with  full 
knapsacks,  and  many  fell  out."  'i'hey  lay  down  on  tlie  retl  clay,  glad  of  any 
sort  of  a  resting-place,  and  in  the  night  a  shower  came  np.  The  men  were 
so  tired  that  they  slept ;  l>ut  in  the  morning  guns,  etc.,  had  to  be  dug  up  ont 
of  the  mnd.  while  the  liver  running  hard  Ijy,  proving  to  be  of  the  same 
briiiiit  color  as  the  clay,  gave  no  very  encouraging  prospects  for  immediate 
vleatdiness. 

September  ■J.')th.  says  Mr.  Everett  B.  Bliss'  diary  :  "  Detailed  for  wood 
and  water."  The  men  had  to  fell  big  trees,  rather  nnusnal  work  for  most  of 
them,  learning  to  wield  an  axe  not  being  quite  so  important  a  part  of  the 
avera<Te  Yankee  boy's  varied  education  as  to  wield  with  great  dexterity  that 
remarkable  instrument,  the  jackknife.  The  journal  for  the  evening  of  that 
day  reads  thus:  ''Ed.  Crandall,  Ilorton,  .1.  Savery,  are  singing.  'We're 
tenting  tonight  boys.'" 

October  18th  the  regiment  moved  to  JVIiners  Hill,  alxnit  fifteen  inilcs  out 
of  the  city,  and  went  into  winter  (piarters  in  stockaded  tents.  December 
•i7th  came  the  first  long  roll,  when  "all  fell  iu,  every  man  to  arms."  They 
iiad  a  ([uick  march  of  sixteen  miles  in  a  snowstorm  to  Mile's  Cross  Roads  to 
ntercept  some  cavalry.  Tiiey  speedily  fell  in  to  the  general  army  custom  of 
helping  themselves  to  the  shelter  of  any  houses  to  be  found.  At  this  place 
Mr.  Crandall  was  injured.  They  remained  for  three  days,  and  then,  no 
cavalry  having  been  seen,  it  was  concluded  the  alarm  was  false,  and  the 
regiment  returned  to  camp.  Among  the  varied  records  of  the  journal  is  the 
following:  "  Miners  Hill.  Called  at  midnight  \'or  ilrilHiK/  iun\  picket  duty." 
March  .'iOth  the  men  went  to  \'ienna,  another  trij)  of  altout  fifteen  or  sixteen 
miles,  "carrying  tliree  days'  rations."  During  this  time  they  experienced 
real  New  Englaml  wcatlicr  —  snow  eight  inches  deep  and  "only  shelter  tenia 
for  use  "  ;  so  the  men  resorted  to  seeking  for  shelter  "in  I'very  conceivable 
place,  front  a  hotel  to  :i  pigsty,  l»ut  singing,  '  We 'ii'  marching  along.  We're 
marching  along.' "  Tliis  cxpi'dilioii  (•ii(lc<l  like  the  foiiiier  one  by  a  ii'turii 
to  c:imi). 

f)n  .Iiine  2.">d,  l^i*"":!,  the  reginiciit  broke  camp  and  wciil  to  join  tlic  Armv 
of  the  Potomac  at  Vorktown.  Ilcrc  our  "  jounialisl  "  liad  a  lillle  pcisonal 
encounter  and  iiud  to  cry  nieny  to  his  foe.  lie  told  a  ^ Oiktown  man  he  liad 
never  seen  an  ovHter  too  large  for  iiiiii  to  swallow  and  rashly,  as  the  sequel 
proved.  intima1«'d  r:illier  strongly  his  belief  that  such  a  our  coiiid  not  be 
found  anywhere.  The  old  man  accepted  the  chalh-iige.  took  Mr.  lUiss  out  in 
his  Hkiflf.  picked  up  and  gave  to  him  an  oyster  which  w;is  too  large  to  be 
swallowed  whole;  ho  \Uv  soldier  "  luul  to  givi'  in."  if  the  oyster  was  eaten, 
it  is  c<'rlain  that  it  wa»  excellent.     'I'lie  tjnality  of  tiie   large  oysti-rs  of  that 
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region  is  oiil}^  equaled  by  their  quantity  and  not  excelled  by  those  of  corre- 
sponding size  anywhere  else.  This  statement  may  be  made  with  little  fear 
of  its  being  challenged. 

We  find  our  men  next  at  White  House  Landing  on  the  river  above  York- 
town,  where  they  reaniined  a  week  or  two,  and  then  returning  to  Yorktown 
they  took  transports  for  Washington.  Reaching  that  city,  they  started  at 
once  to  join  Meade's  army  at  Gettysburg  ;  but  on  the  way  their  train  collided 
with  another,  and  this  disaster  delayed  them  for  two  da^^s  and  made  them  too 
late  for  the  battle.  They,  however,  reached  Fredericksburg,  where  they  were 
"■within  sound  of  the  guns."  From  this  place  they  were  ordered  to  the 
Potomac  to  lay  pontoon  bridges  for  the  army  to  cross,  crossing  themselves 
to  Warrington  Junction,  where  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  went  into  winter 
quarters.  The  Fortieth  was  soon  ordered  to  Alexandria  and  thence  on 
to  Fortress  Monroe,  landing  at  Newport  News.  The  men  were  ordered  to 
prepare  for  a  long  sea  voyage.  Just  as  they  had  their  washing  hung  out, 
"  everything  extra  being  left  at  Fredericksburg,"  the  long  roll  sounded,  and 
as  no  delays  in  answering  that  call  are  allowed,  the  result  was  "  they  were 
an  absurd  looking  crew."  They  were  put  upon  a  boat  from  which  a  thousand 
prisoners  had  just  been  taken,  "and,"  the  record  adds,  "it  was  not  clean." 
This  boat  was  their  abode  for  four  days  and  nights,  when  they  reached 
Charleston,   S.  C,   and  lauded  on  Folh'  Island. 

The  next  day  they  were  detailed  to  the  front  at  P"'ort  Wagner,  where  they 
met  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment.  At  this  place  each  Regiment  had  to  be  at 
the  front  in  turn  two  days  in  every  week.  While  here  Mr.  Bliss  and  several 
of  his  comrades  of  the  Fortieth  "called  upon  Ed.  Dean,"  whom,  as  the  cook 
of  his  company,  they  found  making  doughuuts.  It  is  perhaps  superfluous, 
in  speaking  of  New  Englauders.  to  add  that  "  a  feast  ensued."  The  Twenty- 
fourth  at  tliis  time  was  in  most  excellent  condition  —  completely  equipped, 
with  good  uniforms,  all  other  necessary  clothing,  accoutrements,  utensils, 
etc.  ;  while  the  Fortieth,  as  we  have  seen,  had  almost  nothing.  Naturally 
boasting  obtained,  followed  by  a  lively  war  of  words  l)etween  the  mem- 
bers of  the  two  regiments,  and  particularly  between  our  townsmen,  whose 
opinions  upon  the  contrasts  in  appearance  were  expressed  with  the  utmost 
frankness  and  in  most  generous  measure.  About  this  time  orders  came  to 
the  regiments  on  Folly  Island  to  the  effect  that  after  thiee  months'  drilling, 
etc.,  the  best  regiment  among  them  should  be  mounted,  as  a  compliment. 
At  the  end  of  the  stipulated  time  it  was  announced  that  the  Fortieth  had 
"  won  the  prize,"  and  they  were  sent  to  Hilton  Head,  where  they  received 
their  horses,  and  soon  after  they  went  by  orders  to  Florida,  "to  Camp  Fin- 
nigan,  just  out  of  Jacksonville."  Before  parting  with  their  friends  of  the 
Twenty-fourth,  they  took  the  opportunity  thus  given  to  return  the  compli- 
ments which  had  been  so  freely  bestowed  upon  them.  This  turning  of  the 
tables  was  made  the  most  of  and  all  debts  to  the  Twenty-fourth  paid  with 
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ooinpoiiiul  iiitcri'st.  Only  alioiit  ;i  \\i_'vk  aftei'  tlu'  Fortieth  had  I'ecoived  tlieir 
horses  they  stoi'iiu'(l  a  l>attery.  t-aiituiiMl  three  (tiit|)()sts,  and  surprised  the 
enemv,  taking  tbeni  in  the  night.  This  was  their  initial  fight  on  horseback, 
but  being  ordered  t<>  tai<e  the  battery  they  proceeded  to  obey,  though 
they  had  to  ride  over  ditches,  through  woods,  etc.  Our  narrator  says : 
"  Good  for  first  experience."  They  were  at  tliis  time  in  the  far-famed 
''  Evero^lades,"  and  during  the  next  day's  march  they  came  to  Little  St. 
Marv's  Kiver.  Company  II  threw  their  guns  over  the  river,  and,  being 
infantrv,  were  ordered  to  •'  dismount  and  dislodge  the  enemy."  Crawling 
through  the  swamp,  they  captured  tliii'ty-two  hoi'ses  and  a  number  of  men, 
the  whole  thing  having  been  •'  done  veiy  quickly." 

The  above  affair  occurred  Fel)ruary  I'ith,  1864.  The  next  morning  the 
"  bovs "  cleaned  their  guns  and  exchanged  them  for  Spencer  rifles.  The 
followino;  niiiht  they  were  in  the  saddle  nearly  all  night.  Arriving  at  Stark 
the  reo-iment  halted,  but  a  small  squad,  including  sixteen  men  from  Company 
H,  were  detailed  to  go  to  Gainesville  and  capture  an  engine  and  train  of 
cars  bearing  a  valuable  load  of  cotton,  about  §1,000,000  worth.  The 
enemy  retreated  as  they  advanced,  so  they  pressed  forward  and  took  posses- 
sion of  the  place,  fully  expecting  the  regiment  would  be  there  at  night.  The 
latter  had  been  misled  by  the  enemy,  however,  who  announced  that  they  had 
captured  our  men.  Thus  the  little  squad  of  men  was  left  to  its  own 
resources  in  the  enemy's  country  from  eleven  o'clock  one  morning  to  mid- 
night of  the  following  day.  The  few  men  were  arranged  to  keep  guard  as 
advantageously  as  possible.  The  enemy  came  up  in  the  afternoon,  and  a 
skirmish  followed.  Mr.  Cummings  was  wounded  and  was  taken  to  a  hotel, 
where  he  had  to  be  left  as  prisoner.  A  lady  was  l)oarding  there  who  for- 
merlv  lived  at  Bear  Swamp,  and  she  kindly  cared  for  him,  though  she  could 
not  of  course  mention  that  she  knew  him.  (reorge  Ilorton  was  taken  pris- 
oner there  also.'  During  the  night  the  enemy  left.  Al»out  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  sec(jnd  day  our  men  were  again  charged  upon,  but  they 
met  the  attack  gallantly  and  took  some  prisoners.  They  decided  to  evacu- 
ate their  position,  however,  and  at  midnight  started  for  .Iaeks(tnville,  ninety 
miles  away,  foUowcil  tiy  forty  slaves,  for  whom  they  picked  up  mules  here 
and  there.  They  had  some  skirmishes  on  their  way,  but  they  Hanked  the 
enemy  and  arrived  safely  at  .Jacksonville  on  the  17th  of  February,  wlii're  they 
w»'re  rewarded  for  wiial  tlicy  had  done  l»y  receiving  coiiipiimciits  from  their 
Coinm!in<ling  general. 

From  .lacksonville  these  men,  about  liftv  in  iiumlier,  went  to  join  tiieir 
regiment,  rea<'hing   it  on    the    IlMli  at    IJailier's  I-'ord.       Tlie  following  morning 


■Mention  liu«  nlnni'ly  Ikmmi  niu'lo  of  t)ie»,i!  two  iiini  liavln^r  liccn  inkcn  iirNoiiiTH  ni  oIunIcc.  Thin 
sklrmlnh  iMxurrc<l  iilxnil  thu  Uiix!  of  that  llRlit.  The  factH  iih  iu-roru  ri-lat<.'il  huvu  Ix'oii  alhtwcd  to 
remain  In  the  iir<-ounl  cif  the  TwiMily-foiirlh,  an  thuy  were  given  by  u  inenilicr  oT  Ihiit  reKlniciit,  Home 
aiMltlonH  ))<>ln)f  iiiu'le  liy  otherM. 
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at  seven  o'clock,  the  Fortieth,  with  other  regiments,  stiirted  for  Lake  City, 
but  found  the  eueui}'  on  the  wa}^  at  noon,  and  then  and  there  began  the 
battle  of  Olustee.  "one  of  the  stubl)ornest  of  all  the  battles,"  a  real  hand-to- 
hand  fight,  Avhere  our  soldiers  waited  until  the  enemy  were  within  ten  feet  of 
them  before  the}'  lushed  forward  to  the  encounter.  The  enemy  were  at  this 
time  really  victorious,  "  but  did  not  know  it."  The  Fortieth  belonged  to 
what  was  called  the  "  Light  Brigade,"  Colonel  Cxuy  V.  Henry  commanding. 
He  was  a  leader  who  always  said  "Come,"  not  "  Go."  At  one  time  they 
were  in  line  of  battle,  which  was  a  single  line,  and  for  a  moment  the  men 
seemed  inclined  to  get  nervous.  Seeing  this.  Colonel  Henry  cooll}"  stepped 
out  in  the  front  and  gave  the  cavalry  some  drill  orders  to  relieve  their  nerv- 
ousness. The  men  at  once  responded,  and  with  cheers,  which  the  enemy 
mistook  for  greetings  to  reinforcements  and  so  considered  themselves 
beaten.  That  this  nervousness  was  but  momentary  and  had  no  effect  upon 
the  fighting  qualities  of  our  "  boj's  "  is  well  attested,  for  the  Fortieth  was 
complimented  for  both  coolness  and  braver}'  at  this  same  l)attle  of  Olustee. 

Our  troops  after  this  retreated  to  Jacksomille,  and  the  Fortieth  went  again 
to  Camp  Finnigan,  where  they  remained  until  they  were  ordered  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  The  Twenty-fourth  were  with  them  on  this  journey.  They 
lantled  at  Cit}'  Point  and  for  some  days  were  occupied  in  marching  up  and 
down  from  place  to  place  to  mislead  the  "rebs."  May  9th  our  record  reads 
thus  :  "  Called  at  2.30  to  march,  went  to  Chester  Station  ;  tore  up  the  track 
and  ruined  the  railroad  between  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  stopping  com- 
munication." At  this  time  the  Eighteenth  Corps  went  on  toward  Richmond, 
getting  between  that  place  and  Fort  Darling,  w-here  the  enemy  were  massed 
in  large  numbers,  and  finally  proceeded  to  F'ort  Darling,  having  several 
encounters  with  the  enemy  on  the  way.  In  front  of  this  place,  on  May  20th, 
1864,  Captain  Jenkins  of  Company  H  was  captured  ;  he  was  "  wounded  and 
missing."  John  C.  Wilmarth  and  some  others  were  captured,  F.  B.  Bliss, 
Francis  Doran,  Edgar  Freeman,  and  others  were  wounded,  Parks  and  Slade 
were  killed,  and  John  O.  Wilmarth  was  wounded.  He  died  subsequently  at 
Newport  News.  After  this  there  came  a  day  of  both  skirmishing  and  heavy 
fighting,  in  which  several  of  the  regiment's  officers  were  wounded,  and  the 
command  of  Company  H  devolved  upon  its  corporal.  Job  Savery.  In  a 
skirmish  that  day  "  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  went  out,  twenty  were 
wounded,  and  two  killed  outright."  After  the  day  was  over  someone  said  : 
"We  have  had  no  rations"  ;  and  John  Bullock,  with  vigorous  smackings  of 
his  lips,  exclaimed  :  "  I  wish  I  had  a  piece  of  custard  pie." 

May  29th  the  Fortieth  left  Bermuda  Hundreds  and  went  to  City  Point. 
Arriving  there  the  following  morning  they  took  transports  for  Fortress  Mon- 
roe. The  boats  ran  aground  the  next  night,  but  got  back  to  White  House 
Landing.  The  men  marched  through  the  rest  of  the  night,  having  only  a 
short  bivouac,  and  in  the  morning,  as  they  were  nearing  Cold  Harbor,  the}' 
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met  the  Seventli.  TIk-  ordir  (.-uiiie  to  charge,  "  ami  the  Fortii'th  opt-iied  the 
ball."  Hodges,  Ilainliii,  and  Elliot  were  wounded,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Marshall,  formerly  captain  of  Company  H,  was  killed.  "The  regiment  lost 
sixtv  men  from  a  squad,"  and  our  old  soldier  records  this  as  ''  hard  fighting." 
The  next  day  the  fighting  continued,  and  Lloyd  Hodges  was  wounded. 
June  3d  was  ''the  heavy  battle  at  Cold  Harbor.  It  was  short  but  very 
severe."  On  that  day  James  Short,  ]\L  C.  Kent,  and  Everett  Bliss  were 
wounded,  and   Lester  Perkins  was  killed. 

The  Fortieth  left  Cold  Harl)or  on  June  13  and  went  to  Fortress  ^lonroe, 
leaving  there,  however,  almost  immediately  for  Richmond,  as  was  supposed, 
but  they  "landed  at  liermuda  on  the  14th,  and  went  to  Point  of  Kocks  near 
there."  They  were  in  tiie  charge  on  the  heights  of  Petersburg  —  a  colored 
regiment  alongside  —  when  two  hundred  prisoners,  ten  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  some  cavalry  were  captured.  In  that  day's  fight  Company  H  had  ten 
men  on  duty,  and  in  the  regiment  there  were  seventi/-Jive  only,  the  numbers 
were  so  much  reduced  by  the  long  sick  list.  On  June  lo  ''  twenty  one 
guns  were  captured,  the  40th  in  advance."  The  following  night  they  were 
in  line  of  battle  all  night  and  had  some  fighting.  A  little  later  they  returned 
to  Bermuda  Hundreds  and  to  their  old  corps,  the  Tenth,  and  were  given 
a  day  of  rest.  At  this  time  there  was  more  or  less  skirmishing  every  day, 
and  on  the  24tli  oiii'  "  boys  "  of  the  Fortieth  were  in  more  fighting.  During 
that  day  some  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  were  taken,  "  who  seemed  glad  to 
get  into  our  lines." 

The  Fortieth  was  f(jr  ninety  days  at  Petersburg  and  under  lire  the  entire 
time,  never  being  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  On  June  30  our 
men  had  the  heaviest  artillery  fighting  they  experienced.  Two  hundred 
pieces  were  belching  fire  for  foui-  hours  unceasingly,  and  at  the  end  of  tliat 
time  a  charge  was  ordi'red  which  lesulted  in  many  casualties,  several  to  the 
Fortieth.  After  this  to  Bernuida  Hundreds  again,  and  our  men  were  allowed 
to  rest  and  recruit  for  two  weeks  ;  then  ri'turning  to  the  t'lont  at  Petersburg 
they  once  more  tf)ok  tlieir  Imii  '•  in  being  in  line."  On  July  30  "•  Burn- 
side's  Pete"  was  cliarge(|  mikI  tlie  fort  blown  up,  causing  a  "horrible 
slaughter." 

The  following  winter  tht'  I'ortieth  was  quartered  at  "  Chaiiin's  Farm  "  on 
the  Jamt'H  River,  and  the  "  boys  "  spent  some  quiet  niontiis  theii'.  In  the 
spring  they  received  orders  to  take  transports  for  Fortress  Monroe,  and  they 
went  on  to  Yorktown.  where  thi'y  "captured  a  train  of  cars  containing 
tobacco  and  cotton."  Then  up  the  Potomac  under  the  agreeable  orders  to 
convey  a  little  excitement  into  one  of  ihe  enemy's  (•ami)s.  Accomplishing 
this  thi'V  returned  to  FiMtress  .Monroe  and  later  went  to  White  House  Land- 
ing with  transports  containing  rations  for  Sheridan's  cavaby  "  wiu'U  he  came 
arotind  Richniftnd."  The  Fortieth  marched  with  him  to  Deej)  Bottom  and 
fidiii  ilieie  went  to  the  old  (•.•inip  :it  (  li:ipin's  Farm.     "  In  a  ilay  <jr  two  came 
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that  grand  Monday,  when  our  men  marched  into  Riclimond,  and  helped  to  put 
out  fires,  and  straighten  out  matters."  The  Fortieth  was  occupied  in  that 
city,  remaining  until  it  started  for  home.  The  members  were  mustered  out 
June  16,  186.5,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  of  hard  service  faithfully 
and  valiantly  performed. 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  reading  much  between  the  lines  of  even  a  scanty 
report  like  the  above  ;  but,  find  what  the  imagination  will,  or  add  to  the  story 
as  we  may,  the  result  will  fall  far  short  of  the  truth  in  showing  the  amount 
of  labor  and  suffering  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  our  devoted  soldiers  in  this 
war  for  the  Union — a  lot  they  accepted  with  a  patience,  a  cheerfulness,  a 
courage  unrivaled. 

When  our  Attleborough  "boys"  of  the  Fortieth  reached  the  town,  the 
ladies  of  the  East  village  were  holding  a  festival.  With  what  pleasure  and 
pride  they  invited  Company  H  into  the  hall  and  how  generously  they  treated 
every  member  scarce  needs  to  be  told.  Whatever  our  ladies  undertake  to  do 
is  well  done,  and  when  we  remember  what  this  joyful  occasion  was,  we  are 
sure  fair  hands  heaped  high  the  plates  of  refreshing  ice-cream  and  culled 
the  choicest  flowers  for  those  blue-coated  veterans.  These  were  the  last 
decorations  the  old  uniforms  received,  and  to  some  we  are  sure  they  were 
dearer  far  than  sleeve-band  or  shoulder-strap,  for,  as  dainty  fingers  fastened 
those  nosega3'S  on  the  worn  and  faded  coats,  shy,  bright  eyes  and  smiling  lips 
told  the  tale  of  other  victories  won  and  other  prizes  gained  than  those  of  the 
battlefield.  There  was  never  a  true  soldier,  least  of  all  an  Attleborough 
soldier,  who  would  hesitate  in  his  decision  regarding  the  personal  value  of 
these  two  rewards.  Thus  the  story  of  Company  H  reaches  its  close.  The 
"boys"  are  exchanging  hearty  greetings  with  old  familiar  friends  in  the  old 
familiar  place,  one  sorrow  only  mingling  with  the  universal  joy — the  thought 
that  many  who  went  forth  three  years  before  did  not  return  with  their  com- 
rades to  join  in  the  happy  congratulations  and  to  receive  the  gladsome 
"Welcome  home." 

Among  the  incidents  connected  with  the  war,  a  veteran  of  Company  I, 
Twenty-fourth  Regiment,  relates  the  following.  He  speaks  of  "  a  series  of 
war-meetings,"  which  were  held  in  town  when  enthusiasm  was  roused  to  the 
highest  pitch,  when  men  burned  to  show  their  love  for  their  countr}'  and 
threw  themselves  promptly  "into  the  breach."  At  a  meeting  "  held  at  the 
old  town  house  soon  after  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  John  Daggett., 
speaking  from  the  platform,  said:  'Who  will  be  the  first  to  enlist?'  and 
John  Cole  responded."  We  cannot  be  proud  of  every  step  in  the  subsequent 
career  of  this  our  "  first  soldier,"  for  he  left  his  company,  and  many  mouths 
later  the  veteran  met  him  in  Virginia  in  the  employ  of  the  government,  but 
as  a  wagoner,  not  a  soldier,  and  under  an  assumed  name.  With  the  close 
of  the  war  and  the  disbandment  of  the  army  came  the  governmental  pardon 
for  all  neglect  of  duty  ;  so  this  incident  may  safely  be  referred  to,  and  we 
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inav  lifiii-  il  with  :i  siuiK-  :is  wo  rt'i-all  the  iH>l)le  rot'ord  of  tlie  iiieat  maiority 
of  our  town's  '*  hoys  in  l»lue." 

Another  veteran  recalls  thi'  friendly  feeling  manifested  all  through  the  eon- 
fliet  l)y  hoth  "  the  l>lues  "  and  "the  grays."  He  says:  "There  never  was 
:i  war  like  that  one.  "When  lighting  was  over,  if  we  had  taken  prisoners,  we 
sat  ilown  and  chatted  with  them,  and  when  ration  time  came,  we  shared  our 
ineal  with  them,  and  it  was  so  on  the  other  side  among  the  ordinary  soldiers 
if  they  liad  any  rations  to  give  us."  Foes  to  the  death  at  the  word  of  com- 
mand, they  weri-  Itrothers  again  when  i)ayonets  were  stacked. 

One  after  another  tile  hitter  memories  of  those  days  (jf  strife  are  passing 
awav,  and  the  jieople  remember  only  the  common  "■  land  of  tiie  fathers." 
The  magazines  and  papers  of  to-day  are  full  of  reminiscences  of  those 
times,  and  interesting  relics  are  coming  to  light,  some  of  wiiich  have  been 
brcuight  to  our  town.  One  of  these  has  recently  been  returned  to  Major 
E.  S.  Horton  in  a  very  pleasant  manner.  During  the  spring  of  1864  while 
the  Fifty-eighth  Regiment  —  tlie  Tliird  Veteran  —  were  in  camp  at  Readville, 
Major  Horton,  then  the  captain  of  Company  C,  was  presented  with  a  sword 
and  Itelt  by  his  men.  From  camp  the  regiment  went  to  join  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  at  Hristow  Station,  commencing  their  active  service  in  the 
"Battles  of  the  Wilderness."  The  sword  had  been  loaned  to  Sergeant  ^lujor 
Smith,  and  at  the  battle  of  Peeble's  Farm,  near  Petersl)urg,  he  was  killed 
while  he  was  wearing  it.  Captain  Horton  was  at  that  time  wearing  a  sword 
l)elonging  to  the  enemy,  and  it  was  on  the  afternoon  of  the  tlay  of  that  same 
battle  that  he  was  made  a  prisoner.  He  heard  nothing  further  of  the  sw(ird 
until  November.  1880.  when  a  letter  was  received  by  Commander  D.  K.  Pierce, 
of  .John  A.  Andrew  Post  No.  15,  of  Boston,  from  Surgeon  N.  ^I.  Ferebee, 
U.  S.  Navy,  relating  to  it.  Commander  Pierce  wrote  to  Colonel  .Idiu  C. 
Whiton.  a  former  connnander  of  the  Fifty-eighth,  now  superintendent  at 
l)eer  Island,  and  through  him  the  fact  of  Major  Horton's  I'xi^tencc.  etc., 
was  made  known  to  Mr.  Ferebee.  The  inscrijjtion  on  the  swonl  reads: 
"  Presented  to  Captain  E.  S.  Horton  by  the  members  of  Conipany  C.  ^.Sth 
Reg.  .Mass.  Vol  "  Its  restor:ition  after  twenty-two  yi-ars  had  clapsi-d  adds 
a  lliousandfold  to  its  vidm  and  to  its  interest  in  the  cyrs  uf  the  generations 
to  come.  One  of  the  most  pleasing  features  of  the  entile  (KHinrence  is  the 
letter  which  announced  its  icturn  :  — 

()X|-n|M>.    N.   ('..    N<(\.  :!0.  ISJSCi. 
Col.  K.  S.  Ilorloii.  Altl.l.r.ro'.  .Mavs. 

ItPiir  Sir:   I  ^rml  by  fxiin's-.  loilnv  llic  (.wcinl  iiiitl  ln-li  of  wliicli  I  li:i\«'  writlrii.     1  n-Lrrct 

tlint    I   :iiii  iniiililc  to  uivct  von  Jiiiy  lii-.loiv  of  tin-  swunl.     My  fallii-r  wa>  <  nliiiifl  of  ilic  4tli 

N.  < '.  (iiv..  ('.  S.  A.     I  have  lii-anl  liiiii  >ay  that  it,  tlic  >w(>i-<l,  caiiu-  into  Iij>  iiossrsNimi  al  ^oiiic 

liRlit   iimr  Um!  vn>\  of  tlif  war.    Tin-  swonl   woiilil  have  lifi-n   nliniird  licforo  Ixit   for  my 

fatlicr''*  bad  lic-altli.     lit'  <li)<l  <liirint;  my  iili?<cii<-f  in  Cliiiia,  ami  on  my  iclinn  I  foninl  tiic  sword 

Willi  :i  ri-<|nc-kt  lliat   I  wonM  return  it.     It  vi'wits  me  ;:ri>at  pliasurc  to  ilo  so,  ami  slionlil  the 

o<f««ion  ever  nri«««*  yonr  swfinl  ami  lii«  w  ill  In-  fonml  sjilc  by  siili-,  with  thr  |ioinis  towards  the 

rommon  •■nrmifK  of  onr  i-ommon  ronidry.     I'lcasc  notify  mr  of  thf  ri'icipl  of  the  sword. 

\'ri  y  trnl>  \onr*. 

N.  M.  Ki-,iii-.HK,i;. 
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The  piiblicatiou  of  the  storv  of  the  sword  led  to  Major  Horton  being  made 
the  recipient  of  anotlier  war  relic.  This  is  a  soldier's  cup,  ou  which  are 
roughly  carved  several  letters,  '-4  X.  C,"  and  below  these  two  others,  one 
"W."  and  the  other  apparently  "I."  Mr.  Hortou  received  it  from  Mr. 
Fred.  A.  Fry.  of  Providence,  with  the  following  letter:  — 

You  fan  send  the  cup  to  the  parties  that  sent  you  the  sword.  As  near  as  I  can  remember 
the  cup  was  given  to  one  of  tlie  Pennsylvania  Bucktail  Reg.  by  one  of  the  Fourth  N.  E.  Reg. 
when  he  was  dying,  for  kindness  shown  him.  It  was  given  to  me  by  the  Penn.  soldier,  in 
Fairfax  Seminary  Hospital,  for  favors  I  had  shown  him.  If  the  N.  C.  regl.  have  a  relic  room, 
it  may  go  to  them,  if  not,  you  can  keep  it  to  remember  that  the  hatchet  has  been  buried. 

The  two  grandest  scenes  of  the  closing  of  the  war  were  witnessed  and 
participated  in  by  some  of  the  Attleborongh  "•  hoys."  One  of  the  members 
of  Company  I,  Twenty-fourth  Regiment,  has  most  graphically  described  the 
sights  he  witnessed  as  he  stood  one  day  on  the  Square  in  Richmond  and  saw 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  Sherman's  Army  pass  through  with  all  the 
accoutrements  and  paraphernalia  of  Avar.  Artiller}'  with  shattered  gun 
carriages  and  roughly  mended  harnesses  ;  infantry  with  lustreless  bayonets, 
torn  garments,  and  knapsacks  bursting  with  their  hurriedly  packed  contents  ; 
cavalry  with  mud-splashed  uniforms  and  dirt-begrimed  horses  ;  blood-stained 
stretchers,  ambulance  wagons,  supply  carts  with  cooking  utensils,  bummers 
loaded  with  the  varied  results  of  their  raids,  and  the  "-motley  crew"  ever 
hanging  on  the  outskirts  of  an  army  —  all  passed  before  his  eyes,  as  they 
came  from  the  long  march  or  the  battlefield,  '•  showing  what  war  really  is." 
Carried  along  with  this  heterogeneous,  slow-moving  mass  were  the  bullet- 
riddled  flags  and  tattered  ensigns  that  told  of  bloody  fights  and  terrible 
death  struggles  ;  but,  borne  aloft  as  they  were  that  day,  they  told  too  of  the 
cessation  of  strife  and  announced  the  joyful  tidings  of  victory. 

A  few  days  later,  and  these  same  battalions  with  burnished  arms  and 
freshened  uniforms,  lacking  all  the  homely  necessities  of  camp  and  field, 
marched  proudly  and  jubilantly,  a  hundred  thousand  men,  through  the  streets 
of  Washington,  saluting  their  commanders  for  the  last  time  ere  they  put 
aside  the  duties  of  soldiers  and  dispersed  to  their  homes  to  assume  again  the 
wonted  and  more  congenial  occupations  of  quiet  citizens. 

What  we  have  been  able  to  relate  forms  only  "fugitive  sketches"  of  our 
military  work,  but,  unsatisfactory  as  both  the  sketches  and  the  town  records 
are,  taken  together  they  prove  even  to  a  superficial  reader  that  Attleborongh, 
through  citizens  and  soldiers,  acted  well  her  part  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 

Our  record  during  the  Civil  War  may  be  placed  by  the  side  of  our  proud 
record  of  the  Revolutionary  War  as  an  equally  worthy  one.  We  are  justi- 
fied in  cherishing  and  expressing  feelings  of  pride  in  the  deeds  of  our  town 
fathers  in  both  the  former  and  the  latter  days,  and  we  should  possess  the 
deepest  sense  of  gratitude  to  them  for  the  noble  services  they  performed  in 
the  purchase  of  our  twice  dearly  bought  lilierties. 
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SOLDIKHS    OF    THE    CIVIL    WAK. 

THE  following  list  of  Attleborougli  men  who  served  during  the  war,  with 
facts  of  a  certain  kind  relating  to  them  as  far  as  these  could  l»e  ascer- 
tained, is  taken  from  the  record  lielonging  to  Major  Everett  S.  Horton.  This 
record  was  prepared  especially  for  him  at  the  cost  of  much  time  and  money 
and  is  doubtless  the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  existence.  All  the  readers  of 
this  hook  are  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  this  valuable  result  of  his  interest 
in  the  soldiers  of  our  town,  for  without  it  neither  the  author  nor  the  editor 
would  have  been  al)le  to  present  heie  anything  like  a  correct  or  complete  list 
of  their  names  or  a  collection  of  facts  such  as  follow. 

SKVKNTIl    HKCilMKNT    MASSACHUSETIS    VOLUNTEERS,    COMPANY    I. 

Jfnix  F.  AsMLEV.    Mustered  into  servifo  .Iiine  15,  1861.    Captain.    Rcsig:neil  Au^'iist  1. 18G1. 

Aldkx  IJ.  Albieo.  Mustered  into  s(!rvice  June  15,  1861.  Corporal.  Disehari^ed  June  27, 
ls(>4,  at  expiration  of  service. 

IIaklan  r.  Hmss.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discliarired  June  U7.  lS(i4.  at 
expiration  of  service.     First  Sergeant. 

William  W.  Bishop.  ^Mustered  into  service -Fune  L").  isdl.  Discliarj^'^ed  Auirust  15,  1861, 
for  <li>aliility. 

Sa.mukl  p.  Bliss.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  l)i-(li;ir-cd  June  I'T,  ls64,  at 
ex|)iratioii  of  service. 

JosKpll  K.  Blani>I.\<;.  Mustered  into  >^(;rvice  .lime  1.'),  isill.  Died  of  wounds  ScpUiiihir 
12,  lWi2. 

CllAltLKs  W.  P.icxdd.  .Mustered  into  scfi-vice  June  15.  iSdl.  l)iM'li:ir-ed  .June  27.  Isdl.  al 
expiration  of  •.ervice. 

JosKlMi  11.  Bi'HLiN<;  \Mr..  .Mustered  into  service  .lune  15,  ISdi.  .Musician.  l>i>cliaigod 
June  27,  18<'4,  at  expiration  of  servic-e. 

William  F.  CahI'K.nteu.  Must<M-ed  into  service  June  15.  ISdl.  Cnrpor.d.  l)i>.cliart;ed 
June  27.  IM<}i.  at  expiration  of  service. 

Alhkkt  F.  Clai-li.n.  Mustered  into  s(!rvice  June  I.".,  jsdl.  Corporal.  Dixliarucd  ,lune 
27.  is«>4,  at  expiration  of  .sprvi<;e. 

(iWUtuK  A.  CillilsTV.  Mustered  into  service  August  Jl.  Isdl.  DiseliMiged  Novcnilier  16, 
lSft3.  I»y  order  i»f  tlie  War  Depiutnient  to  enter  llie  Navy. 

IIknhv  .\.  Conn.  .Mu>.lered  into  servic«;  June  15,  1861.  Dixiiarged  June  27,  1S(;|.  ;it  cxi)i- 
ration  of  service. 

Mk.viiV  W.  <'oi.k.  .Mns|<M-ed  into  service,  .lune  15,  Isdi.  Disclmrged  (  hlui.er  15,  |S(;2.  Iioni 
dixiiliility  ciuised  l)y  a  wound  in  the  leg,  reiu^ived  in  the  l>attle  of  Fair  Oak-.  l{eiidi>ted  Fcl>- 
rnnry  4,  l>9'4,  hi  Seventh  Hliode  Isliind  Cavalry,  Company  F.  IH-elnugcd  N<ivenil)er  2!»,  18(»5. 
.Serj^eaiit. 

John  Coi.k.  .Mu»ti>red  into  i^ervice  June  15.  isci.  Ke-erled  Oitdier  l(t.  Is62.  Kniercd  the 
•ervice  of  ih"-  '.'(nernnienl  inider  another  name.    Sid»-ec|nenll>  rcnli-ied  in  the  navy. 


HISTORY  OF  ATTLEBOROUGH.  205 

"William  A.  Cole.  IMustered  into  service  June  15, 1861.  Discharged  Marcli  4,  1863,  from 
disal)ility. 

Alexander  Corey.  Mustered  into  service  June  15, 1861.  Transferred  Februarj'  15,  1864, 
to  the  V.  R.  C.i 

Oscar  B.  Cummixgs.  Mustered  into  service  .June  15,  1861.  Discharged  June  27,  1864,  at 
expiration  of  service.    Died  February  10,  1866.     Buried  in  Old  Kirk  Yard. 

Charles  B.  Des  .Tahoins.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Commissioned  Second 
Lieutenant  July  15,  1861 ;  First  Lieutenant  September  1,  1861. 

Edward  X.  Dean.  Mustered  into  service  June  15, 1861.  In  1862  Sergeant  Major;  Novem- 
ber 1,  1862,  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant;  December  7, 1862,  First  Lieutenant.  Dischai'ged 
June  27,  1864,  at  expiration  of  service.  Died  October  24,  1873.  Buried  at  Woodlawu 
Cemetery. 

James  M.  Day.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Wagoner.  Discharged  June  27, 
1864,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Benjamin  F.  Davp:nport.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  August  5, 
1861,  from  disability. 

Henry  P.  Davenport.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,1861.  Died  February  22,1862.  at 
Camp  Brightvvood,  District  of  Columbia. 

James  Day,  Jr.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  June  27,  1864,  at  expi- 
ration of  service. 

David  S.  Dean.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Service  expired  March  26,  1865, 
when  lie  was  exchanged  prisoner  of  war. 

William  P.  Donnell.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  February  17, 
1863,  from  disability. 

John  B.  Doran.  Clustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  June  27, 1864,  at  expi- 
ration of  service. 

Halsey  W.  Draper.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  March  18,  1862, 
from  disability. 

Lowell  A.  Drake.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  September  19, 1862, 
from  disability. 

Henry  G.  Dunbar.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  June  27,  1864,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

WiLLiAJi  E.  Dunham.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  September  26, 
1863,  from  disability. 

Nathaniel  Emerson.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  June  27, 1864,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

AVilliam  W.  Fisher.  Mustered  into  service  June  15, 1861.  Commissioned  First  Lieuten- 
ant.   Eesigned  August  3,  1861. 

Andrew  Farrell.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  June  27,  1864,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

Charles  E.  Fisher.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  June  27,  1864.  at 
expiration  of  service.- 

Ezra  A.  Fisher.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  February  18,  1862, 
from  disability. 

Lawrence  Flanagan.    Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.    Deserted  April  29,  18&4. 

George  H.  Follett.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  June  27,  1864,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

Henry  Frawley.  Mustered  into  service  June  15, 1861.  Discharged  August  10, 1861,  from 
disability. 

Herbert  N.  French.  Mustered  into  service  June  15, 1861.  Discharged  June  27.  1864,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

Isaac  F.  Giles.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  First  Sergeant.  Commissioned 
Second  Lieutenant  ;May  8,  1863.    Discharged  June  27,  1864,  at  expiration  of  service. 


'Veteran  Reserve  Corps.        =  Died  at  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  May  10,  1889.    Bm-ied  at  Mount  Hope 
Cemetery. 
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(ilLBKiM  A.  (ioiK.  Clustered  into  stTvicr  June  I'l,  1^(!1.  Dixcbars^tMl  Auirust  "),  istil,  Horn 
ilis:il)ility. 

FiJKKKiMCK  <;oTiS(iiAi,K.  .Mu^liMid  iiiio  siTvicu  .IiMie  I"),  18(il.  DischarsriHl  April  "JI.  1S(>3, 
from  <ii>:iliilit\ . 

Ili-XKY  (ii:.vi"K.  Musttrttl  into  MMvico  .linu'  !">,  1S(51.  Disrliarj^ed  June  -JT,  1S(U.  at  expira- 
tion of  .service.     Died  Dctober  "JO.  1SS+.     Miiried  in  tiie  soldiers'  lot  in  Woodlawn  I'enietery. 

Hknmjy  Gkkfin.    Mustered  into  service  June  15.  IS'Jl.     Deserteil  April  27.  1IS(U. 

PirrKU  S.  Ghkiix.    Mustered  into  service  June  15,  18(il.     Deserted  December  11,  1863. 

D.Win  E.  Holm  AN.  Musteretl  into  service  June  15,  18G1.  Commissictned  Major  of 
.Sovenlli  Kei;inient.  Resigned  Augu>t  1,  lS(n.  Dieil  December  10,  1SS3.  Buried  in  Old  Kirk 
Yanl. 

John  N.  IIai.l.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1801.  First  Sergeant.  Dischargetl  June 
27.  ls<>4.  at  exiuration  of  service. 

William  H.  IIii.l.  Mustered  into  service  .lune  15.  18G1.  Died  of  \vound^  May  7.  18('>4. 
Wildernos.  \irginia. 

Hkxky  i^.  IIavwakd.  Clustered  into  service  June  15,  18(!1.  Corjwral.  Discliarged  June 
27,  I8ti4.  at  expiration  of  service. 

AitTiifi:  (_'.  IIai.i..  Mustered  into  service  June  15.  I8(!l.  Dischargetl  September  13.  Lstil. 
from  ili-ability. 

WiLL.\Ri>  E.  IIai.i,.     Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.     Deserted  November  3,  1862. 

(JKoiHiK  L.  JiLLsoN.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Corporal.  Discharged  June 
27.  istU.  at  expiration  of  service. 

John  Jack.     .Mustered  into  service  June  15.  1861.     Deserted  June  18,  1862. 

John  E.  Jkwktt.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  June  27,  186-t,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

EinvARD  C.  KXAPr.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Member  of  Seventh  IJegiment 
Baml.     Discharged  October  17,  1S61.  from  disability. 

William  II.  Kinosley.  Mustered  into  service  June  15.  1861.  Discharged  June  14.  1S62. 
from  di»ability. 

AlkickI)  1.  Kkats.  Mu>tere(l  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  .luiu'  27.  lsr.4.  at 
expiration  of  service. 

ExsiON  E.  Kkllky.  ^Mustered  into  service  June  15,  ISlll.  Discharged  October  15.  1S62. 
from  disability  from  a  wound. 

Hkkman.n  a.  Kkaiik.     Mustered  into  service  June  15,18111.     Deserted  D(!cember  11.1862. 

WAsiiiNdroN  H.  Li.UKUio.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  August  22, 
18(i2.  Mu>tered  into  service  Sei)tember  23.  1862,  in  Company  (',  Forty-seventh  Uegiment  Mas- 
8a<*husetts  Volunteers.  Discharged  Septend)er  1,  1863,  at  expiration  of  service.  Subsequently 
died  and  was  buried  in  Old  Kirk  Yanl.     In  18S5  his  body  was  removed  to  Woodlawn  Cenu-tery. 

Hkuxaicu  LoutillLlN.  Musten.'d  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Transferred  June  1,  1863, 
to  Veteran   Keserxc   Corjis.     Died    itt    North    Attleborouirh.    SeptcMuber  30,   18S5.     Hurled    at 

I'lHinville. 

Ezra  I^yon.  .Mu>tered  into  >ervic.'  ,(une  15.  isci.  Di-ichiuged  .March  27,  1S(;3.  (  atise, 
Inxiinity. 

John  F.  .Ma<ki.\.s().\.  .Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1S(;1.  .Menil)er  of  Sevcntli  Uegiuii'ut 
Band.     DisclmrKcd  August  II.  1862,  by  order  of  the  War  Department. 

.Iamks  .Mah«)N.  Mu»lered  into  servi<-(!  June  15.  isc.l.  DiMharge<l  June  27,  1864,  at  expira- 
tion of  «.ervice. 

JosKl'll  McMaNTs.  .Mustered  into  scrvitM'  .Mine  15.  jscj.  Discliarged  .lune  27.  18(11.  at 
c\|iiralion  of  service. 

UOYAL  W.  .Mori.ToN.  Mustered  into  service  .lune  15.  iMil.  Discliarged  June  27.  1S64,  at 
expirntioii  of  ••crvlce. 

Ei»waki»  Nklho.n.  .Mu>.lired  into -ervice  .luni'  15,  IsdI.  Discharged  August  5.  isiil.  from 
diHiibility. 

JOII.N    E.    I'AKiK.      .Muslereil  into  sorvlie  .lune  15,   ISCI.      Transfeileil  .lune  I,  IM'i.t,  In  \  eleran 

Ue»«Tve  Corps. 

JOIIX  D.  l'K\loi  K.  .Mllsleieil  jntii  service  .Mine  15.  |St,|.  Killed  M;iy  5.  |.S(;i.  Wiidil- 
neoo.  Vll. 
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Charles  H.  A.  Percy.    Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.    Deserted  Octol)er  10,  1862. 

James  X.  Perry.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Dischiirged  January  24,  1861.  to 
recnlist. 

William  Remlinger.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Died  April  20.  ls6o,  at 
Falmouth,  Ya. 

Andrew  J.  Richards.  Musteretl  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discliar^ed  July  20, 1862, 
from  disability. 

AViLLiAJi  A.  Richardson.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Deserted  September 
1,  1862. 

Bayliss  B.  Richards.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Serjeant.  Died  at  David's 
Island.  N.  Y.,  October  4,  1862. 

George  \V.  Rollins.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Corporal.  Discharged  June 
27, 1864,  at  expiration  of  service.    Died  January  19,  1885.    Buried  at  Attleborougb. 

Stephen  Stanley.  Mustered  into  service  June  15, 1861.  Member  of  Seventh  Regiment 
Band.    Discharged  August  11,  1862,  by  order  of  the  War  Department. 

Dennis  Shannon.  Clustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  October  27,  1862, 
from  disability. 

John  X.  Smith.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  October  9,  1862,  from 
disability.     Died  June  10,  1886.     Buried  by  William  A.  Streeter  Post  at   Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

Artemas  W.  Stanley.  Clustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Died  October  7,  1862,  at 
Crancy  Island,  X.  Y. 

Eben  L.  Sylvester.  Mustered  into  service  June  15, 1861.  Discharged  September  13, 1861, 
from  ilisability. 

Abraham  B.  Savery.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  First  Sergeant.  Died  of 
wounds  December  16,  1863,  at  Brandy  Station,  Va.    Buried  in  Old  Kirk  Yard. 

Charles  W.  Snell.  Mustered  into  service  June  15, 1861.  Sergeant.  Discharged  June  27, 
1864,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Thomas  C.  Sweet.  Mustered  into  service  June  15, 1861.  Sergeant.  Discharged  June  27, 
1864.  at  expiration  of  service. 

Edward  Seevy.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,1861.  Corporal.  Transferred  September 
17,  1863,  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Frank  Stanley.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Musician.  Discharged  July  20, 
1862,  from  disability. 

James  W.  Thompson.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Quartermaster  Sergeant  in 
1861;  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  December  7.  1862:  First  Lieutenant  June  11,  1863. 
Discharged  June  27,  1864,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Samuel  Thompson.  Mustered  into  service  June  15, 1861.  Corporal.  Discharged  June  27, 
1864,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Charles  F.  Terrill.  Mustei-ed  into  service  June  15, 1861.  Died  of  wounds  December  13, 
1862,  at  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

John  J.  Thayer.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  December  29,  1863, 
from  disability  from  wounds. 

Frank  H.  Tisdale.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Discharged  June  27.  1864,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

James  B.  Tisdale.  Mustered  into  service  June  15, 1861.  Died  of  wounds  May  11,  1863,  at 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Prentiss  M.  Whiting.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  First  Sergeant.  Commis- 
sioned Second  Lieutenant  September  2,  1S61 ;  First  Lieutenant  July  21,1862;  Captain  Xovem- 
rjer  22, 1S62.  Mortally  wounded  at  Marye's  Heights,  Va.,  May  3,  1863.  Died  of  his  wounds 
Wd\  4.  1863. 

William  H.  Wade.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,1861.  First  Sergeant.  Commissioned 
Second  Lieutenant  October  25,  1862;  First  Lieutenant  May  4,  1863.  Discharged  June  27, 
1S64.  at  expiration  of  service. 

John  F.  Wilkinson.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  1861.  Appointed  Sergeant  Major. 
Discharged  .June  27,  1864,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Henderson  H.  Watson.    Clustered  into  service  June  15, 1861.    Discharged  Xovamber  16, 
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1MJ3.  liy  tiriU-r  of  llif  \\';m-  l>i'|i;iitmfiit.  Kiitered  tlic  Xiixyimd  served  at  l^cxinixtoii  oil  the 
Mi!>si»ipi>i. 

John  A.  Wii.vl.hn  .  Mii-tenil  into  >erviee  Jiiiu'  1").  IMJI.  Diseliiiri^ed  October  T.  1M)3.  from 
dis:il)ility. 

IlKMtY  M.  WiiiiK.  Mustered  into  serviee  June  lo.  JNdl.  Oiseliarjred  June  '27.  Is(i4,  at 
exiiiratioii  of   ser".  iee. 

ALHKur  (i.  Wii.siiN.  Mustered  into  service  Auirust  t>T,  isdl.  Discliarucd  Manli  l^.  IstiS, 
from  disal-iiity.     Died  Octolior  .S.  issd.     Iluried  at  Plainville. 

GKoKiiK  H.  "Wu^i^is.  Mustered  into  service  June  15,  ISOl.  l>ird  Jul\  >.  |S(;-_>.  at  North 
Bridirewater.  Mass. 

Forty-Skventii  Khmmknt  ^Massachusetts  Volunteehs.  C'omi'axy  C. 

Henky'  S.  Adams.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Corporal.  Discharged 
Septoml)er  I,  1S63.  at  expiration  of  service.  Died  December  16,  1893.  Buried  at  Woodlawn 
Cemetery. 

Jamks  H.  Ai.i>I{H  h.  .Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  DischaiL^ed  June  23.  1863, 
from  disability.     lias  subseiiueutly  died. 

Hkxky  a.  Hiiu'HARP.  Mustered  into  service  Septeml)er  23.  1862.  First  Servant.  Dis- 
charjfed  September  1,  18()3,  at  expiration  of  service.  Ifeinlisted  February  4,  1864.  in  Company 
F,  ."seventh  Rhode  Island  Cavalry.  Commissioned  Second  Lieutenant.  lJesi;:!,ned  Au,s,aist  16. 
1864.     Died  April  I'.J,  1880.    Buried  at  Medway,  Mass. 

Sami"EI.  (t.  Bassett.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1S62.  Corporal.  Died  .June  29. 
1863.  at  New  Orleans.  La. 

Thomas  Bowkn.  Mustered  into  service  September  23.  lS(i2.  Dischar.ired  September  1, 
18<j3.  at  expiration  of  service. 

Davis  A.  Bukchakd.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Discharged  September 
1,  ls(i3.  at  expiration  of  service. 

Wii.i.iAM  Carnes.  Mustered  into  service  Septeml>er  23,  1862.  DischariAed  Septemljer  1. 
1863.  at  expiration  of  service. 

Ah  ah  R.  Chase.  Mustered  into  service  Sejjteniber  23,  1862.  Discharged  September  1, 
1863.  at  expiration  of  service.^ 

Davii»  Ciii.i.ar.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Dischartred  September  1,  1863, 
at  exi)iration  of  servicer  Mu.stered  into  service  February  2,  1864,  in  Company  C,  Fifty-eighth 
Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers.     Subsetpiently  killed. 

Frank  W.  Coi.e.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Discharged  September  1, 
]8<hL  at  exniration  of  service.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  1S64,  in  Company  C,  Fifty- 
eight  li  iteiriment  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  Discharged  .lune  l'.»,  ls(i.").  by  order  of  tin-  War 
Department.  First  enlistment  was  May  26,  1862,  in  Tenth  Rhode  Island  Light  Battery.  Mu.s- 
tered out  of  .service  August  30,  1862.    Reiniisted  in  Massachusetts  Infantry  as  above  seen. 

l^iRiNii  Coi.e.  Mustered  into  service  Septeinlter  23.  1862.  Discharged  September  1.  1863, 
at  expiration  of  service. - 

?'hank  S.  DraI'EIC.  .Mustered  into  service  .September  23,  US(>2.  ('ominissioned  First  Lieu- 
tenant. .Viigusl  4,  1863,  <'Hptain  Second  Louisiana  Native  (iuanl-.  Died  Anuu^t  1.").  1886. 
Buried  ill  Mount  Hope  Cemel('ry. 

Okvii.I.K  L.  DaiiY.  Mustered  into  service  SeptenilxT  23.  1m;2.  1  )i>iliai  Lred  Seplnnlier  1. 
18<!-'{,  at  expiration  of  servi»-e. 

Bkn.iamin  F.  Kvans.  .MustercMl  into  service  .September  23,  IS(12.  Disebargeil  Sepieinber 
1,  1>«13.  !it  expiration  of  service.i 

Tl.HiiAl.K  K.  FisiiKii.  Mustered  into  service  September  23.  1862.  Discharged  September  1, 
1W'i3,  at  expiration  of  Hcrvii-e.     Has  died  and  is  iiuried  at  ^\'oodlawn  Cemetery. 

Hknkv  Fuawi.ky.  Mustered  into  serviit!  September  23,  lM(i2.  Dischariri'ii  Se])lember  1, 
1863.  nt  exidriitioii  of  service.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  lHti4,  in  Company  c.  Fifly- 
ci^hlh  Ketciiiiciit  MiiMHachiisetts  \'olunleers.     Diseharged  March  2.3.  IS6.').  from  disability. 


I  Dle<l  July,  I'M.     Hurled  III   Moum  Hope  <  cinelcry.        '  Died  l-elinimy  IT,  Is'.ij.     Hurled  at  Wood- 
lawn.  Died  Feliruary  s,  I-'ki.     Hurled  by  (J.  A.  It.  I'o-l,  Norlli  AuletM.n.iiKli. 
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JoHX  H.  GODFRF.Y.  Mustcred  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Sergeant.  Dead.  Buried 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 

Saml'KL  N.  Gofk.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Discharged  September  1, 
1863,  at  expiration  of  service.    Dead.    Buried  at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 

Michael  Gorman.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Discharged  September  1, 
1863,  at  expiration  of  service.  Reeulisted  in  Company  C,  Fifty-eightli  Regiment  Massachu- 
setts Volunteers.    Killed  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  in  June,  1864. 

Charles  Gourdier.  Mustered  into  service  September  23.  1862.  Discharged  September  1, 
1863,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Edgar  W.  Guild.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,1862.  Discharged  September  1, 
1863,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Everett  S.  Horton.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Commissioned  Second 
Lieutenant  and  Captain  February  2, 1863.  Discharged  September  1, 1863,  at  expiration  of  serv- 
ice. Reeulisted  Xovember  14,  1863,  in  Company  C,  Fifty-eighth  Regiment  Massachusetts 
Volunteers.  Commissioned  Second  Lieutenant;  February  10,  1864,  Captain ;  August  8.  1864, 
Major;  August  31.  1864.  liecame  Lieutenant-Ct>loneI.  Taken  prisoner  near  Petersburg,  Va., 
September  30,  1864.  Confined  at  Salisbury,  Danville,  and  Libby,  and  paroled  Feljruary  22, 
1865.     Discharged  July  14,  1865,  at  expiration  of  service  as  Major. 

George  Hartshorn.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Die(i  July  14.  1863,  at 
New  Orleans,  La.     Buried  near  Camp  Parapet. 

George  H.  Hat  rix.    Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.    Discharged  November  20, 

1862.  from  disability. 

George  S.  Hortox.    Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.     Discharged  September  1, 

1863.  at  expiration  of  service.    Died  March  2,  1882.    Buried  in  Old  Kirk  Yard. 

Chaules  Jacksox.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Discharged  September  1, 
1863,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Georgk  B.  Jackson.  Mustered  into  service  September  23, 1862.  Discharged  September  1, 
1863,  at  expiration  of  service.     Dead.     Buried  at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 

Dexter  S.  Jordan.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Discharged  September  1, 
1863,  at  expiration  of  service.     Dead.    Buried  in  Old  Kirk  Yard. 

James  Kelley,  Jr.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Discharged  September  1, 
1863.  at  expiration  of  service.  Mustered  into  service  Fe])ruary  20,  1864,  in  Company  C,  Fifty- 
eighth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  Discharged  May  31,  1865,  from  disability  cau.sed 
by  a  wound  in  the  hand. 

Bartholomew  W.  Llufrio.    See  Washington  B.  LIufrio,  Company  I,  Seventh  Regiment. 

George  H.  Nortox.  Mustei-ed  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Discharged  September  1, 
1863,  at  expiration  of  service.  Mustered  into  service  Fel)ruary  20,  1864,  in  Company  C,  Fifty- 
eighth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers.    Died  September  9,  1864,  at  Andersonville,  Ga. 

William  A.  Nye.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Discharged  September  1, 
1863,  at  expiration  of  service. 

William  Ocoxxor.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Died  November  30,  1892. 
Buried  in  St.  Mary's  Cemetery,  Falls  Village. 

Edward  D.  Parmexter.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Discharged  Septem- 
ber 1,  1863,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Horatio  N.  Perry.  Mustered  into  service  September  23.  1862.  Discharged  September  1, 
1863,  at  expiration  of  service. 

EuGEXE  C.  Pike.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Discharged  September  1, 
1863,  at  expiration  of  service. 

George  R.  Read.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Discharged  September  1, 
1863,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Lemuel  T.  Starkey.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  Commissioned  Captain. 
Resigned  January  27,  1863,  at  New  Orleans,  La. 

Thomas  G.  Saxdland.  Mustered  into  service  September  23,  1862.  December  6,  1862, 
detailed  on  extra  duty  in  Quartermaster  Department  in  Banks'  Expedition,  by  order  of  Briga- 
dier-General G.  L.  Andrews.  Rejoined  his  company  August  IS.  1863.  Discharged  September 
1,  1863,  at  expiration  of  service. 
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KnuiN  Ci.  Sm:i'AKi>s(iN.  Mii»ti'n'<l  into  ^ii\  ice  September  2:?,  l!Sf!2.  Disiliarireil  Septem- 
ber 1.  is«3.  :it  expiration  of  service.     Dead.     Uiiried  at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 

.loil.v  J.  Solomon.  Mustered  into  >erviee  September  JS,  186-.'.  Discharired  Septcmlier  I, 
ISGii.  lit  expiration  of  serviee. 

Amos  C  Staxtox.  Musteretl  into  serviee  September  23,  lS<i-'.  I)iMii:iri;ed  at  New  Orleans, 
La.,  ill  .Vu;_'ust.  18(53.  from  disal>ilit\ . 

W'li.i.i.vM  N.  Stoxk.  Clustered  into  service  September  2:$,  18(12.  Disdiaii^'ed  Septemlier  1, 
lSt>3.  at  expiration  of  serviee. 

ErilKAlM  n.  TaI'I'ax.  Mustered  iiit(j  serviee  September  23,  18(32.  Dixliaru't'd  September 
1.  18(j3.  at  expiration  of  serviee. 

KoscoK  I..  TlcKKK.  Mustered  into  serviee  September  23, 1SG2.  Diseharged  Septeinlier  1, 
18(J3.  at  expiration  of  serviee.     Dead.     Uuried  in  Old  Kirk  Yard. 

LoKK.N/o  ,1.  TiiAYKK.  Mustcred  into  serviee  September  23,  18G2.  Died  at  Cleveland,  Obio, 
Auu'U>t  16.  1SG3.  His  body  was  sent  home  at  the  expense  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Tbaeber,  of 
that  eity.  tlie  former  a  native  of  this  town.  Buried  in  the  cemetery  in  Kehoboth.  near  the 
ehiireh  at  BriL'gsville. 

Af(;isTL's  D.  Varran.     Mustered  into  service  September  23,  ]8(>2.     Dead. 

I'll  rv-Ki(;iiTH  Kkgimext  Massaiiil'setts  A'ohnteehs. 
Company  C. 

Sankoki*  V>.  .\i>ams.  Mu>tered  into  service  February  20.  I8('>4.  Disdiargetl  .July  14,  ISOo, 
at  expiration  of  service. 

CiiRisTuPiiEii  Hai.i.oif.  Miistcied  into  service  February  20.  isfil.  Died  May  10.  18G4,  at 
AVa>liini.'ton,  D.  C 

CUAHi.KS  H.  BiioriiEKTON.  Mustered  into  serviee  February  20.  18(>4.  Missing  September 
30.  1SG4. 

.Fames  A.  Bai.i.ou.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  lS(i4.  ^lu-iciau.  Diseharu'cd  July 
14,  18(5.">,  at  expiration  of  service. 

David  Cof.i.ak.    See  Forty-seventh  Regiment. 

Frank  W .  Cole.    .See  Forty-seventh  Regiment. 

Elllxk  T.  Callan.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  !8G4.  Dis<'liargiil  .luly  14,  18()."), 
at  expiration  of  service. 

Hfoir  Carney.  Mustcrccj  into  service  February  20.  ISfU.  Discharged  August  10.  ISG."). 
from  di>al)ility. 

Mai:>iiall  .1.  CiiAi'i'EK.  Mustered  into  service  February  20.  1S(;4.  Disdiargi'd  July  14, 
1S(;.">,  at  exi>iration  of  service. 

WrLLL\M  CilAl'.MAN.  Musteied  into  service  February  20,  18('>4.  Disdiaiged  .luly  14.  18(15, 
at  expiration  of  serviee. 

.\LHKRT  CoKKLN.  .Musteied  into  service  February  20,  ISdl.  Discharged  .luly  14.  lS(i."i.  at 
expiration  of  service.     Dead. 

John  (;.  C'ONLY.  Mustered  into  service  February  2o,  1S(;4.  Disibarged  .Inly  14.  18G."i,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

Jkkkrky  O.  Davis.  Mu>tered  into  ^ervjie  Fdniiary  ■I'.K  IstH.  Ser^'canl.  Died  Fdiruary 
i'l,  IHifci.  prixoner  of  war  at  Danville,  \'a. 

.\!K>i.i'il   Dk  CoiTpKK.     Mustered  into  servict'  February  20.  ISCI.     Di-seried   April  JO,  1S(!4. 

Hkmcy  Fiiaw  i.iv.    See  Forty-si-venth  Uegiiiient. 

Mil  IIAKL  (JoRMvN.    See  Forty-seventh  Keginunl. 

I.KMIKL  (i\v.  .Mustered  into  service  February  20.  isijt.  Di«.eliarged  .May  2."t.  KSfM.by  onler 
of  the  W.ir  Department,  rrlsoner  of  war,  eoiilined  at  Salisbury,  N.  C. ;  paroled  and  returned 
lioine.  Mild  purliall>  rc;;Hlned  his  health.  He  uas  guidon-bearer.  When  eaplund,  seeret<'d  his 
ttivi  mid  broiiglit  it  lionie.  This  Hug  is  now  in  possession  of  William  A.  Sireeter  I'ost,  14ft,  O. 
A.  H.     .Mr.  (lay  died  May  li.  1M77.  and  was  buried  at  Woodlawn  Ceiiieiery. 

rKiKK  (lOiiMLKV.  Mustered  into  serviie  February  20,  IS(;4.  Killeil  July  30.  isot.  at  I'elers- 
liiir;;.  \  ii. 

Mkmiv  C.  (Jross,  Mu><tcred  Into  «.er\ice  Fi-bruary  2o.  lsi;i.  Di.rhar.:ed  May  22.  isi;.').  by 
order  of  Mm-  War  I)eparliiient. 
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Everett  S.  Hortox.    See  Forty-seventh  Regiment. 

CriAitLEs  Hackett.  Mustered  into  service  February  20, 1864.  Transferred  3I:irch  15, 1865. 
to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Patrick  Hollaxd.  Mustered  into  service  February  20. 1864.  Discharged  July  14,  1865,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

Welcome  A.  Iroxs.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  1864.  Discharged  June  26.  1865, 
by  order  of  the  War  DeiMirtment. 

Charles  H.  Joiixsox.  Mustered  into  service  February  10,  18tj4.  Second  Lieutenant. 
Commissioned  First  Lieutenant,  3Iarch  8,  1864;  Captain,  August  8,  1864.  Made  prisoner  of 
war  September  30,  1864.  Died  of  wounds  October  27,  1864,  at  Petersburg,  Ya.  Buried  in  a 
schoolhouse  yard  in  that  city. 

Daxiel  L.  Johx'SOX'.  Clustered  into  service  February  20,  1864.  Sergeant.  Commissioned 
Second  Lieutenant,  August  8, 1864;  First  Lieutenant,  Xovember  1, 1864.  Discharged  July  14, 
1865,  at  expiration  of  service. 

.Tainies  Kelley,  Jr.     See  Forty-seventh  Regiment. 

TuRXER  Kexxedy.  Mustcred  into  service  February  20,  1864.  Discharged  — absent 
wounded  —  July  14,  1865,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Otis  H.  Kxapp.     Mustered  into  service  February  20,  1864.    Dead. 

James  B.  Kxight.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  1864.  Discharged  July  14, 1865,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

Bexjamix  Lewis.  Clustered  into  service  February  20,  1864.  Discharged  July  14,  1865,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

George  H.  Nortox.    See  Forty-seventh  Regiment. 

Charles  Niles.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  1861.  Discharged  July  14,  1865.  at 
expiration  of  service,  prisoner. 

GEoitGE  O.  Peck.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  1864.  First  Sergeant.  Discharged 
June  3,  1S(;5,  by  order  of  the  War  Department. 

George  R.  Pierce.  Mustered  into  service  February  20.  1864.  Discharged  July  14, 1865, 
at  expiration  of  service. 

Geoijge  Smith.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  1N64.  Discharged  July  14,  1865,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

George  Tourtellotte.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  1864.  Discharged  July  14, 
1865,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Horace  N.  AV^hitxey.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  1864.  Corporal.  Discharged 
July  14,  1865,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Herbert  E.  Whipple.  Mustered  into  service  February  20,  1864.  Discharged  May  22, 
18(i5,  by  order  of  the  War  Department. 

Hexry  Williams.    Mustered  into  service  February  20,  1864.    Deserted  in  March,  l,so4. 

COMPAXY  D. 

Deaxe  Nickersox.  Mustered  into  service  March  1,  1S64.  Died  prisoner  of  war  at 
Danville,  X&.,  January  23,  1805. 

Com PAX Y  E. 

Robert  Hall.  Mustered  into  service  March  1,  1864.  Discharged  —  as  absent  —  July  14, 
1865.  at  expiration  of  service.    Lost  a  leg  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  Va.    Dead. 

James  Y.  Williams.    Mustered  into  service  March  1. 1864.    Deserted  April  1,  1864. 

Company  G. 

Asa  Aldrich.  Mustered  into  service  3Iarch  26,  1864.  Died  June  26,  1864,  at  City 
Point,  Va. 

William  A.  IIatitx.  Mustered  into  service  March  26.  1864.  Discharged  June  16,  1865, 
by  order  of  the  War  Department.     Dead. 

Charles  Hoyle.  Mustered  into  service  jMarch  26,  1864.  Transferred  February  21,  1865, 
to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Edgar  A.  Morse.  Mustered  into  service  February  20, 1864.  Musician.  Discharged  July 
14, 1865,  at  expiration  of  service. 
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.loiiN  II.  IM.vi  K.     Musteio<l  into  service  April  -JO,  1S(U.     Disoli:irf,'e(l  — absent  si<k— July 

14.  l">ti.">.  at  cxiiiration  uf  scrvii'c. 

COMI'ANY   II. 

(iKoUGK  W.  Ellis.  .Miisteroil  into  servieo  April  18,  18G4.  Discharged  July  14,  1S66,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

Amo.s  W.  Farn'.s worth.  Mustercil  into  service  April  18,  1SG4.  Wounded  in  the  eyes  at 
Petershur-r,  Va.  Placed  in  hospital  at  Washington,  D.X.'.  Discharged  May  18,  1865,  by  order 
of  the  War  Department. 

CiiAKLKS  E.  F.VKRAU.     Mustered   into   service  April   :J8,  1804.     Died    March   12,  is(i5.  at 

Danville,  Va. 

Company  I. 

John  Baukki:.  Mustered  into  service  May  IS.  18(;4.  Died  of  wouiuls  at  Petersburg,  Va., 
June  •-'.',  !s(i4. 

Company  K. 

Allkn  I..  Porrr.R.     Clustered  into  service  May  3,  1804.    Deserted  June  Ai,  1865. 

Fortieth  Kkci.mkxt  Massachusetts  Voluntkkrs. 
Company  H. 

Chaki.ks  II.  Briggs.  Mustered  into  service  September  1, 1802.  Corporal.  Commissioned 
Second  Lieutenant  August  JO,  18(i3:  First  Lieutenant  June  4,  1864:  Captain  February  18, 1865. 
Discharged  June  10,  1S05,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Ev?:rett  P.  Bliss.  Mustered  into  service  September  I.  lS(i2.  Corporal.  Discharged  June 
16,  li-iOo.  at  expiration  of  service. 

Albert  F.  Briggs.  Mustered  into  service  September  I,  I8(i"J.  Wagoner.  Discharged 
September  22,  1SG3.  from  disability. 

George  W.  Balcom.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1S(;2.  'rransferrod  September  1, 
1863,  to  Veteran  Keserve  Corps. 

Perky  A.  BalloL'.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  IS02.  Discharged  May  20,  1805, 
by  order  of  the  War  Department. 

JCLR'S  H.  Br.AKK.  Mustere<l  into  service  September  1,  1802.  Discharged  Feliruary  23, 
1863,  from  disability. 

William  A.  Bradford.    Mustered  into  service  September  1, 1S02.    Transferred  December 

15,  1SC4,  to  Veteran  Keserve  Corps.     Dead.     Buried  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

John  D.  Bullock.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1802.  Discharged  .lune  Ki.  ist;."), 
at  expiration  of  service.     Dead.    Buried  at  Attleborough. 

LUKAD  II.  Chadwick.  Mustcred  into  servi<'e  September  1,  1S(;2.  First  Sergeant.  Made 
Second  Lieutenant  May  2!),  1S05.  Discharged  June  10, 1865,  at  expiration  of  service  as  First 
Sergeant. 

Frank  E.  CaproN.  .Mustered  into  service  September  I,  ist;2.  Disihargcd  June  21.  1S05, 
from  disability  caused  by  a  wound  in  the  knee. 

John  «J.  ("ummings.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1^02.  Corporal.  Prisoner  of 
war  at  Andersonville  and  Florence.     Discharged  June  10,  1S05,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Edwin  L.  CitANDAi.i..  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1S62.  Corimral.  Discharged 
July  16,  ls«W.  fnim,  disabiiily.  Died  March  12.  IssT.  at  Pasadena.  Cal.  Buried  in  Attle- 
borougii. 

Charles  E.  <"lapp.  Mu^lcrid  into  service  September  1,  ls(;2.  Died  December.').  lsO:i,  at 
Folly  Mand.  S.  C. 

James  Devink.  Mu-tered  into  >erviee  September  l.lsr>2.  Di«cliari:ed  .laiuiary  27,  1S03, 
from  disability.' 

F'rancis  DoitAN.  ,Mu«teri'd  into  service  September  I,  is(;2.  Di^ebar.'e.l  .lime  !•,  1S(;;{.  by 
order  of  the  War  DepartmeiH. 

Joseph  Edgar.  .Mustered  into  service  Sejiiember  1.  isr.2.  Tiansfirred  \m;usi  1,  ISCS. 
to  Veteran  Reserve  <  lorps. 


•  Dead.     Hurled  nt  SotUli  AltlelioroiiKli. 
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Charles  L.  Fuller.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1862.  Sergeant.  Discharged 
June  16,  1865.  at  expiration  of  service. 

Jacob  Goetler.  Mustered  into  service  September  1, 1862.  Discharged  June  16, 1865,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

Edwin  J.  Hortox.  Mustered  into  service  September  1, 1862.  Sergeant.  Detailed  in  Com- 
missary Department.  Discharged  June  16,  1865,  at  expiration  of  service.  Lost  on  steamer 
Narragausetl,  June,  1880.    Buried  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

Robert  E.  Harris.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1862.  Discharged  June  16,  1865, 
at  expiration  of  service. 

Albert  W.  Hattin.    Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1862.    Discharged  December  6, 

1862,  from  disability.    Dead.    Buried  in  St.  3Iary's  Cemetery. 

Henry  W.  Hodges.  Mustered  into  service  September  1, 1862.  Discharged  June  7, 1865, 
from  disability. 

Lloyd  B.  Hodges.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1862.  Discharged  June  9,  1865, 
by  order  of  the  War  Department. 

George  W.  Horton.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1862.  Discharged  June  29, 1865, 
by  order  of  the  War  Department.    Prisoner  of  war  at  Florence. 

Isaac  N.  Johxson.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1862.  Discharged  May  18,  1865,  by 
order  of  the  War  Department. 

Homer  Metcalf.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1862.  First  Sergeant.  Died  at  Xew 
York  January  22.  1864. 

Samuel  A.  Newcomb.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1862.  Died  at  Folly  Island, 
S.  C,  November  30,  186.3. 

Nicholas  Nerney.    Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1862.    Transferred  September  1, 

1863,  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps.     Discharged  June  30, 1865. 

Wesxer  Park.  Mustered  into  service  August  15,1862.  Commissioned  First  Lieutenant; 
Captain  June  2,  1863.    Discharged  June  16,  1865.  at  expiration  of  service. 

Edwin  R.  Paine.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1862.  Sergeant.  Discharged  July 
15, 1864,  from  disability.     Died  at  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Hexry  M.  Park.  Mustered  into  service  September  1, 1862.  Corporal.  Died  of  wounds  at 
Bermuda  Hundred  June  6,  1861. 

Lester  A.  Perkixs.  Mustered  into  service  September  1, 1862.  Killed  June  3, 1864,  at  Cold 
Harbor,  Va. 

Eugexe  H.  Richards.  Mustered  into  service  August  15,  1862.  Commissioned  Second 
Lieutenant.  Made  First  Lieutenant  June  2.  1863.  Resigned  as  Second  Lieutenant  Julv  5, 
1863. 

Edgar  A.  Richardsox.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1862.  Discharged  June  24, 
1865,  by  order  of  the  War  Department.    Dead.    Buried  at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 

William  H.  Rogers.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1862.  Discharged  June  16, 1865, 
at  expiration  of  service. 

Geeshom  R.  Rouxds.    Mustered  into  service  September  1, 1862.    Discharged  September  10, 

1864,  from  disability. 

William  H.  Smith.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1862.  Discharged  June  13, 1865, 
by  order  of  War  Department.    Wounded  at  Cold  Harbor,  June  3,  1864. 

Johx  F.  Streetek.  Mustered  into  service  September  1, 1862.  Commissioned  First  Lieu- 
tenant December  1,  1864.  Discharged  June  16,  1865,  at  expiration  of  service  as  Brevet- 
Captain. 

Hexry  A.  Streeter.  Mustered  into  service  September  1, 1862.  Sergeant.  Commissioned 
First  Lieutenant  September  7,  1864.     Discharged  June  16, 1865,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Job  B.  Savery.    Mustered  into  service  September  1, 1862.    Sergeant.    Discharged  June  16, 

1865,  at  expiration  of  service.    Died  October  3, 1886.    Buried  by  William  A.  Streeter  Post  at 
Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

John  Slater,  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1862.  Corporal.  Discharged  June  16, 
1865,  at  expiration  of  service. 

James  Short.  Mustered  into  service  September  1, 1862.  Discharged  June  16, 1865,  at  expi- 
ration of  service.    Wounded  in  the  hand  at  Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  June  3,  1863. 
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GlKKoN  (.'.  Si.Ai>r..  :Mii-ti'rc«l  iiitu  scrvici-  .laimary  12.  istu.  Killctl  May  -JO.  1!S(;4.  at  liui- 
nnida  Himilrnl.  Va. 

\Vll.l.Al{I>  E.  Sl.AKK.  .Mii>tii(il  into  MTvii-f  St'iiti'iiiliur  I.  1S(I2.  l)i-(liarj:(;il  Jiiiu-  l(i.  ISGJ, 
at  expiration  i>l"  serviif. 

Ghanvii.i.k  S.  Smith.  Mn>t(ri'(l  intu  Mivice  Si-ptt'niliLr  1,  IstjJ.  Dischurgecl  Jnne  IG.  1865, 
ut  expiration  of  service. 

At'CiL'sTUs  A.  STA15KKY.  Mn^tLifd  into  service  Septenilicr  1,  1802.  l)i.>cliarired  .June  l(i. 
186."i,  at  expiration  of  service.     (By  order  of  War  Department.)' 

Abiathai:  II.  TiiAYKi;.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,180-2.  Died  of  wounds  June 
8, 18(>4,  at  Chesapeake  Hosiutai. 

Abi.iaH  T.  Walks.  Mustered  into  service  September  I,  1802.  Transferred  December  24, 
18«-_'.  to  Second  Cavalry.  Detaileil  as  farrier.  Discharged  at  Clouds  :\Iills,  Va.,  June  22,  1805, 
at  expiration  of  service. 

Ei.i.loTi  M.  AVai.i.ace.  Mustered  into  service  September  1.  I8t>2.  Transferred  April  10, 
1)564,  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps.    Dead.     Buried  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

CiiARt.KS  II.  Wkavi:i:.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1802.  Discharged  August  18, 
1863,  from  disability. 

Otis  Wiiitk.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1SG2.  Transferred  May  31,  1864,  to 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps.     Discharged. - 

Sli.AS  J.  Whitney.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1802.  Diseliarged  Jaiuiary  27, 
1863,  from  disability. 

Cii.vni.Ks  F.  Wii.MAMS.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1802.  Discharged  June  6, 
1865,  l»y  order  of  the  War  Department. 

John  ().  Wii.MAKTii.  Mustered  into  service  September  1,  1862.  Died  May  23,  1804,  at 
Chesaiieake  Hospital.     Wounded  at  Bernmda  Hundred,  May  20.     Buried  in  Old  Kirk  Yard. 

TWKNTY-SIXTII    IJi:(;iMKXT    Massacuu.sktts    A'()I.ixtki:ks. 

C(JMrANY'    C. 

Fahaxdis  BiMETUs.  Mastered  into  service  January  1,  1864.  Dischargeil  May  30,  186."),  by 
order  of  the  War  Dei)artment.  [Ueenlisted  from  New  Orleans,  La.,  to  the  credit  of  Attle- 
borough.] 

Hknky  a.  Blackixtox.  Mu-i<'red  intu  service  September  2S,  1804.  Discharged  Novem- 
ber 7,  18<>4,  at  expiration  of  service. 

John  Buowx.  Mustered  into  service  January  1,  IS64.  Deserted  July  N,  1804.  [Heinlisted 
from  New  Orleans.  La.,  to  the  credit  of  Attleborough.] 

GwUMfK  W.  BfKT.  Mustered  into  service  May  0,  1801.  Discharged  August  20,  1865,  at 
expiration  of  servi<e. 

lJt'Ki;s  W.  CowDi.N.  Mustcreil  into  service  January  1.  istll.  Corporal.  Di-charged  August 
26,  1S<M,  at  expiration  of  service.  [Ueiidisted  from  rawtmket,  I!.  I.,  to  the  crcilit  of 
Attlcborougii]. 

Wii.i.iAM  11.  (.'ownix.  Musterijd  into  service  January  I,  istil.  Ctiipoial.  I»i>chargcd 
August  2<i,  ls«>5,  at  expiration  of  service.     (From  Pawtuiket.) 

WAr.TKi:  F.  <,'Ai»Y.  Mustered  into  servii'e  September  2n,  1.S04.  Dis.liar-cd  oclol.cr  17.  1801, 
from  disability. 

Fl{AN<l.H  Co.NLI.V.  Mu-tend  into  service  Januar>  I.  iNil.  Discharged  August  20,  lsO.">,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

(iKxtiitiK  W.  <  (»wi»iN.  .Mustered  into  service  .January  I.  IHll.  Killed  SeiiieiMl>er  i;i,  ls(;i. 
at  Winchester.  Va.     (From  I'awtuckit.) 

SiKI'IIKN  A.  FKiMilsoN.  .Mu«tei(<l  into  service  Octobci' 4.  IMil.  Dieil  at  New  Orleans.  La., 
June  ^.  l>4i2. 

itVjitw>v.  W.  (iii.Ks.  Muslereii  into  service  October  I.  l^t;!.  Diseliarged  November  7,  1>*(>.'>. 
at  expiration  of  service. 

Thomas  A.  I|ihm>.  Musiend  into  si-rvice  January  I,  Ih04.  Killed  October  lit,  1M>4,  at  Cedar 
Crwrk.  Va.     [He  reenllsted  in  I'awluckel  to  the  credit  of  .Mtlcborough.] 


Irtcil  Kibruary  11.  is'.K.     Hurle-I  In  <iM  Kirk  Van!.    '  IMeiJ  Auj^ust  I'l,  ISiHi.     Ilmic.l  nl  Wi.o.llawii. 
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Joseph  S.  Hunt.  Mii^-tcred  into  service  Octoijer  4,  1S61.  Triinsferred  December  22, 1863, 
to  .Signal  Corps. 

Ai.vi.v  T.  JosLix.  Mustered  into  service  October  4, 1861.  Discbarsed  November  7, 1864,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

James  Keexax.  Mustered  into  service  February  1, 1864.  Discharged  August  26, 1865,  at 
expiration  of  service.     [Recnlistcd  from  Pawtucket,  R.  I.] 

Jonx  McGuiKK.  Mustered  into  service  January  1,  1864.  Discharged  June  19,  1865,  from 
disability.     [Kecniisted  from  New  Orleans,  La.] 

Thomas  McKexxa.  Mustered  into  service  March  24,  1864.  Discharged  August  26,  1865, 
at  expiration  of  service.     [Rei-nlisted  from  Pawtucket,  R.  1.] 

Bakxey  McTague.  Mustered  into  service  January  1,  1864.  Discharged  June  28,  1865, 
from  disability.     [Recnlisted  from  Pawtucket,  R.  I.] 

James  O.  Smith.  Mustei-ed  into  service  January  1,  1864.  Discharged  August  26,  1865,  at 
expiration  of  service.     [Rei-nlisted  from  Pawtucket,  R.  I.] 

Thomas  Swetlaxd.  Mustered  into  service  March  23.  1864.  Discharged  August  26,  1865, 
at  expiration  of  service. 

Arthur  W.  Thorxtox.    Mustered  into  service  March  24,  1864.     Deserted  June  3,  1865. 

COMPAXY  T. 

William  Higgixs.  Mu-^tered  into  service  September  1.  1861.  Discharged  January  31, 1864, 
to  rei'nlist  February  1,  1864,  in  the  same  company.     Deserted  July  11,  1864. 

Compaxy  K. 

Spaldixg  H.  AiUJOTi'.  Mustered  into  service  January  5,  1864.  Corporal.  Discharged 
August  26,  1865,  at  expiration  of  service.  [Reenli;-ced  from  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  to  the  credit 
of  Attleborough.] 

Fraxk  W.  Staxtox.  Mustereil  into  service  September  14,  1861.  Died  October  28,  1862,  at 
New  Orleans,  La. 

Twexty-fourth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

Compaxy  C. 

Edwix  C.  Bragg.  Mustered  into  service  September  14, 1861.  Discharged  January  3,  1864, 
to  reenlist  January-  4,  1864,  in  the  same  company.  Lost  April  28.  1865,  on  steamer  General 
Lyon. 

Charles  P.  Dirk.  Mustered  into  service  September  16,  1861.  Discharged  Septeml)er  16, 
1864,  at  expiration  of  service.  Reenlisted  January  5, 1865,  in  Hancock's  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 
Mustered  out  January  4, 1866.  Died  August  21,  1886.  Buried  at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  by 
William  A.  Streeter  Post. 

Altrieth  Leox'ari).  Mustered  into  service  September  12,  1861.  Discharged  October  16, 
18(54,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Erxest  Myer.  Mustered  into  service  September  12,  1861.  Discharged  September  15,  1863, 
from  disability  from  wounds. 

James  Shermax.  Mustered  into  service  September  16,  1861.  Transferred  March  9, 1864, 
to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

JoHX  Thomas.  Mustered  into  service  September  9,  1861.  Killed  March  14,  1862,  at  New- 
berne,  N.  C. 

Jacob  Weis.  Mustered  into  service  September  12,  1861.  Discharged  January  3,  1864,  to 
reenlist  January  4,  1864.    Discharged  January  20, 1866,  at  expiration  of  service. 

James  C.  Wixdsor.  jMustered  into  service  February  8, 1864.  Discharged  January  20, 1866, 
at  expiration  of  service. 

De  Witt  C.  Youxg.  Mustered  into  service  September  16,  1861.  Discharged  September  10, 
1864,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Company  H. 

Edward  E.  Briggs.  Mustered  into  service  October  4, 1861.  Discharged  October  8, 1864, 
at  expiration  of  service. 
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Gkoruk  W.  <'i..vi!K.  Miistfivil  into  serviw  Ui-tober  "28,  isc.l.  Killed  Aii!,'ii>t  lu.  lS(j4,  at 
Deep  Run,  Va. 

Chaklks  F.  Dkan.  -MiistciTil  into  service  October  1!».  isiil.  Discliarged  Uitobcr  '22,  1S04. 
WoiMuk'il  at  Newbcinc.  N.  C.  March  U,  ItSU-J.i 

Alhkkt  D.  Dkax.  Mustered  into  service  October  3,  1801.  3Iado  corporal  August  :>2.  18G2; 
sergeant  August  1(>,  1804.    Discliarged  October  8,  18(U,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Jamks  J.  FiKU>s.  Mustered  into  service  October  4,  1801.  Made  corporal  August  11.1863. 
Discharged  .lanuary  3.  18(^4,  to  recnlist  January  4.  ]8(.4.  Wounded  at  Deep  Run,  Va..  August 
14,  1804.     Discharged  June  14,  1805. 

RlCHAKl)  FiKi.i>s.  Mustered  into  service  October  4,  1801.  Died  August  1,  1802,  at  New- 
berne, N.  C 

Bv:n.iamin  F.  Fisukk.  Mustered  into  service  October  4,  1801.  Discharued  January  20, 1800, 
at  exjiiration  of  service. 

JoKi,  A.  FisiiKiJ.  Mustered  into  service  October  2,1801.  Discharged  January  3.  1804,  to 
reenlist  January  4,  1804.  Made  corporal  August  11,  1803;  sergeant  October  1,  1804;  tirst 
ser-reant  November  1. 1805.  Returned  to  the  ranks  by  request  November  15,  18(^.  Discharged 
Jaiuiary  20,  1800.  at  expiration  of  service.  Died  September  8,  18.83.  Buried  at  Woodlawn 
Cemetery. 

William  Y.  Oaudnkk.  Mustered  into  service  October  29.  1801.  Discharged  November 
1,  18<>4,  at  expiration  of  servi<'e. 

William  H.  Gori".  Mustered  into  service  October  21,  ls(il.  Discharged  January  3,  1804, 
to  reenlist  January  20,  1804.  Made  corporal  September  2,  18()4;  sergeant  March  1,  1805. 
Discharged  January  20,  18(>6,  at  expiration  of  service. 

William  C.  McKinlky.  Mustered  into  service  October  8,  1801.  Discharged  October  28, 
1802,  from  disid)ility. 

Davii>  N.  Mills.  Mustered  into  service  February  s,  ]804.  Discharged  January  20,  18G0f 
at  expiration  of  service. 

Danikl  II.  Smith.  Mustered  into  service  October  7, 1801.  Sergeant.  Made  tirst  sergeant 
July  25,  1804.    Discharged  October  T,  1804.    Wounded  at  Deep  Run,  Va.,  August  10, 1804. 

WiLLlA.M  A.  SriJKKTKK.  Mustered  into  service  October  15,1861.  Discharged  January  3, 
18W,  to  reenlist  January  4,  1864.  Made  corporal  September  8,  1803;  sergeant  May  1,  1864. 
Killed  at  Deep  Run,  Va.,  August  l(i,  1804.  Buried  in  Old  Kirk  Yard.  Attleborough  G.  A.  R. 
Post  named  for  him. 

Thomas  Thomi'-Son.  Mustered  into  service  October  21,  1801.  Made  corporal  May  l(i,  1864. 
Di.scharged  October  21, 1804,  at  expiration  of  service.  Died  July  3, 1884.  Buried  at  Woodlawn 
Cemetery. 

COMI'A.NV    I. 

Lko.naui>  Jum.in.  Mustered  into  service  September  25,  isoi.  Kischarged  January  1,  1864, 
to  reenlist  .lanuary  2,  isiH.     Discharged  January  20,  1800,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Elijah  R.  Rkau.  Mustered  into  service  October  18,  1801.  Discharged  October  18,  1804,  at 
expiration  of  service.    Recniisted.     Discharged  in  January,  1800. 

Nathan  II.  Rkad.  Mustered  into  service  October  is,  isoi.  Discharged  October  18,  1864, 
at  expiration  of  service. 

(ivxtWiV.  F.  WallaCK.  Mustered  into  service  October  18,  1801.  Discharged  January  1, 
l.yi4,  to  rrenlihl  .January  2.  IHOI.  Disihargeil  as  corpural  .lanuary  2U,  1,S00,  al  expiration  of 
Mcrvii.'e. 

KKiHTKKNTII    KlX.IMIlM     .M  A.S.><AC;HU8KTT.S   V<  »UM  I'.KK.S. 
CoMI'A.NV    ,\. 

Ray  T.  Rkv.N'U.ks.  Mu-liied  into -erviee  September  5,  Isoi.  Died  .Inly  {((,  1802,  al  Halli- 
niore.  Md. 


•  I»le«l  April  U,  is'.il.     Hmie.i  i,y  William  A.  streeter  Tost  at  Wooillawii  Cemetery. 
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Company  B. 

"Walter  Ketox.    Mustered  iuto  service  August  24,  18G1.    Discharged  December  31, 1862, 
from  disability. 

Charles  E.  Ryoxsox.  Mustered  into  service  August  24,  1861.  Discharged  September 
2,  18()4,  at  expiration  of  service. 

Company  H. 

Charles  O.  Wallis.    Mustered  into  service  August  24,  1861.    Discharged  September  2, 

1864,  at  expiration  of  service. 

C(JMPAXY   I. 

WiLLLi.M  A.  Blake.  Mustered  into  service  August  24,  1861.  Discharged  November  29, 
1862,  from  disability. 

Daniel  K.  FR^iXivLlN.  Mustered  into  service  August  24,  1861.  Discharged  Uctober  20, 
1861,  from  disability. 

Ephraim  M.  Kxapp.    Clustered  into  service  August  24, 1861.    Died  October  27, 1861. 

Frank  G.  Smith.  Mustered  into  service  August  24,1861.  Killed  at  Bull  Run,  Va.,  August 
30, 1862. 

Thirteenth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

COMl'ANY  C. 

Charles  Hill.    Mustered  into  service  July  29,  1863.    Deserted  September  17,  1863. 

CO.AIPANY  H. 

George  Swartz.    Mustered  into  service  July  27, 1863.    Discharged  April  21, 1864. 
Adam  Wolfe.    Mustered  into  service  July  24,  1863.    Transferred  July  14, 1864,  to  Thirty- 
ninth  Infantry. 

Thirty-eighth  Recjiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

COMP-OsY  F. 

Lewis  O.  Hawkins.  Mustered  out  of  service  June  13. 1865.  Died  July  1.5,  188-5.  Buried 
at  Woodlawn  Cemetery  by  William  A.  Streeter  Post. 

Enlistments  ix  Artillery,  Cavalry,  .v^sD  Navy. 

Reynold  Arnold.  Mustered  into  service  September  4, 1864,  in  Company  F,  Second  Massa- 
chusetts Heavy  Artillery.    Transferred  January  17,  1865,  to  Seventeenth  Infantry. 

Michael  Sullivan.  Mustered  into  service  August  23, 1864,  in  Company  F,  Heavy  Artil- 
lery.   Discharged  June  26,  1865,  at  expiration  of  service. 

John  Bragshaw.  Mustered  into  service  March  22,  1864,  in  Light  Artillery.  Deserted 
July  9,  1S64. 

Third  Massachusetts  Cavalry. 

Company  A. 

Var^vxus  S.  Bailey.    Mustered  into  service  January  5,  18(54.    Discharged  September  25, 

1865.  at  expiration  of  service. 

Company  B. 

Joseph  G.  Hodgson.  Mustered  into  service  February  25,  1864.  Discharged  July  29, 1865, 
at  expiration  of  service ;  then  member  of  Company  H. 

(Jomp.vxy  C. 

Adam  Debu.    Mustered  into  service  February  4,  1864.    Deserted  August  25, 1865. 

John  Mitchell.  Mustered  iuto  service  January  4,  18*>4.  First  sergeant.  Discharged 
September  28,  1865,  at  expiration  of  service. 

WILLLV.M  Swift.  Mustered  into  service  January  6,  1864.  Discharged  September  28,  1865, 
at  expiration  of  service. 
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CoMlANV    l>. 

Kkamv  a.  Kkiimm'S.  Mu^ttTi'tl  into  MTvicf  .himiary  4.  18('>t.  I>i<cli:iri;(il  AiiirusI  1,  1S(;5, 
at  I'Xpinitiim  of  serxioe. 

Timothy  A.  .Stam.v.y.  Mustered  into  ^^el•vi(.•e  .laniuuy  1.  isiu.  l>iscliarj,'e(i  September 
•J8.  ls»Hi,  at  ixpiration  of  -trvii-o. 

Km  Kill   Ma>SAI  I1L'.SKTT.S  Cavai.ky. 
CoMI'ANY   G. 

JuiiN  Fay.  Mustered  into  sirviee  January  I',.  I8(;4.  l)iseliari,'ed  Novemljer  14,  18G5,  at 
expiration  ■•(  ».|\  i-e. 

Company   11. 

RAlt^l:^    Mi  i.i  \n.     Mii>trnil  inio  service  Feliniary  8,  lNi4.     Desurtnl  September  II,  If^lio. 
Fii  III  MASSAcnrsETTs  Cavai.ky. 

COMTAXY  C. 

1*1111.11'  .'^iiiKi.iKS.  Mustered  into  service  January  '21).  isc.4.  Died  at  Point  Lootcoul.  .Md.. 
September  12,  lStJ4. 

Lkwis  Wai.kkr.  Mu.stered  into  service  Jaiuiary  •2!MSt>4.  Bugler.  l>i>cliar>;ed  October  31, 
l!>(i.').  at  exi)iration  of  service. 

Co.mi'ANY    F. 

Wii.i.iA.M  IJ.  JoiiN.sox.  Mustered  into  service  June  s,  ls(;4.  I  >iscbarged  October  ol.  1.NJ5, 
at  exi)iration  of  service. 

Wil.i.iA.M  Kan.so.m.  Mustered  into  service  June  n.  Is(l4.  Discbargetl  October  .'U.  l.sid,').  at 
expiration  of  service. 

Navy. 

(ii.ui:i;i:  K.  Ai>a:m.><.     See  Tenlii  Hiio.lc  Island  Li.i,'lit  l?attery. 

Aitriifi!  F.  BiiKKi.'s.  Mustered  into  service  July  27.  lN(i4.  Assigned  to  gunboat  Harvest 
3I0011.  which  was  destroyed  by  a  torpedo.  Discharged  June  3,  lS(Wi.  Died  May  9,  ISTI.  Buried 
at  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

Fl{Kln:itlCK   D.  Bl.i.s.s.     Assigned  to  North  .Vtlantic  S'liiadinn.     head. 

Wll.MAM  \.  McDo.NAM*.  Assigned  to  gunboat  Sonoma  in  South  Atlaiiti<S<]iiaili(iii.  Dis- 
charged at  New  York.  .lune  25.  \sv>b. 

Mamim:i>  H.  Wkavki!.  Assigneil  to  gunboat  Galena  in  (Jiilf  s.|uaili<.n.  Knli^tid  .\ugusl 
27.  istW.     Discharged  June  12.  \xi>.'u     Died  February  13.  ls77. 

Samtki.  Tyi.ki:  Ukak.  Tromoted  to  be  Major  in  Indiana  dclailiiuint  of  cavali>.  '.'nm- 
iiiissioned.     Died  at  New  Orleans,  La. 

C.  FitA.NK  l^iMiKit.  P^iilisted  October  7.  IMII.  in  Company  C,  Twenty-second  Hcginient 
Ma»sac|iusettH  \'(duiileer  Infantry  (Ilcnry  Wilson's  regiment).  Discharged  September  2'). 
1>*«i2.  Appointed  Lieutenant  of  (.'orps  d',Vfrii|ue  November  12.  lN(i3.  Assigned  to  Tenth 
Infantry  December  I.').  I>«c,3.  .\ppointed  Aide-d('-caiup  December  17.  lsr>3.  Appointeil  Adjutant 
Klghly-»econd  Initid  Stales  ("olored  Infantry  July  21.  1N(>4.  This  regiment  was  designatetl 
Fiftli  I'liited  Slates  Vohmteers,  Tenth  Corps  d'Afri<iue,  and  Eigiity-secoud  United  States 
<'olored  Infantry.  Mr.  Luther  was  discharged  December  lit.  lMi4.  In  ls7(!-77-7s  served  as 
Colonel  and  AsfisUiiil  Adjiitant-Cieiieral  of  the  (jommonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

CiiAi{l.h>  F.  CahI'KMKK.  Sergeant  in  Company  K,  Twentieth  .Massachusetts  Regiment. 
Wonndeil  ill  face.  Lost  part  of  jaw.  Died  December  23.  l.s'.rj.  Buried  in  soldiers'  lot  at 
Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

Km.isi.mkms  in  UiioMi;  Im.aM'. 

Fiiisi    Hii.iMKNi.     Company    D. 

CllAitl.KH  II,  Hi.iHH.     .Mustireil  into  service  Max  2.  istil.     Discharged  August  2.  I.^Hl. 
.Sa.mCFI.  (i,  Coi.WKi.i.,     .Mustered  into  sorvlee  .May  2,  iMll.     Dischargecl  August  2.  istil. 
\.  .Ir-Tl>  Smiiii.     Mustered  Into  service  at  Washington,  D.  C.  In  .\iiril.  isiil. 
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Company  E. 

Hkxry  C.  Browx.  Mustered  into  service  May  2,  1861.  Sergeant.  Discharged  August  2, 
1S«1. 

COMPAXY   G. 

JoHX  S.  Browx.  Mustered  into  service  IMay  2,  18(51.  Discharged  August  2,  1801.  Re- 
enlisted  December  1-1,  1801,  in  Company  B,  First  Rhode  Island  Cavalry.  Corporal-Sergeant. 
Killed  in  battle  October  14,  1803.    Buried  in  Old  Kirk  Yard. 

Secoxd  Rhode  Island  Regimext. 

compaxy  a. 

Charles  E.  Crocker.  Mustered  into  service  July  8, 180.3.  Transferred  on  reorganization 
of  regiment.    Taken  prisoner  November  0, 1803. 

COMPAXY  C. 

Daxiel  E.  Adams.  3Iusteretl  into  service  June  8,  1801.  Wounded  at  battle  of  Salem 
Heights  May  3, 1803.    Discharged  June  17,  18(>1. 

George  Hubbard.  Mustered  into  service  May  5, 1801.  Wagoner.  Discharged  February 
28, 1802,  on  surgeon's  certificate. 

Daxiel  L.  Tucker.  Mustered  into  service  June  5, 1861.  Wounded  slightly  before  Rich- 
mond June  2.5,  1802.    Discharged  December  30,  1802,  on  surgeon's  certificate. 

James  W.  McKackxey.  Mustered  into  service  May  5, 1861.  Absent  in  Portsmouth  Grove 
Hospital  September  1,  1802. 

Com  PAX  Y  D. 

Charles  E.  Kext.    Mustered  out  of  service  July  13,  180.5. 

Charles  S.  Kucp:.  Mustered  into  service  June  0, 1801.  Wounded  at  Bull  Run  July  21, 
1801.    Discharged  June  17, 1804. 

Thomas  Sherid.vx.  Mustered  into  service  October  31,  1803.  At  new  organization  -July  13, 
18()5.  aljsent  in  hospital  sick. 

Alvix  T.  Suxderlaxd.  Mustered  into  service  October  31,  1803.  Discharged  at  new 
organization  July  13,  186.5. 

Company  G. 

Thomas  Lambert.  Mustered  into  service  June  5,  1801.  Wounded  at  Bull  Run  July  21, 
1861.    Discharged  March  24,  1S02,  on  surgeon's  certificate. 

CCJMPAXY   H. 

Ansel  L.  Sweet.  Mustered  into  service  October  13, 1802.  Corporal.  Discharged  .July  29, 
1863. 

Fourth  Rhode  Islaxd  Regiment. 

Company  G. 

William  T.  Thachei:.  Mustered  into  service  August  15,  1862.  Wounded.  Served  in 
Commissary  Department.     Died  in  Boston  July  15,  is84.    Buried  in  Old  Kirk  Yard. 

Company  I. 

George  Crocker.    Mustered  into  service  OctoVjer  31, 1861.    Discharged  October  15,  1864. 
Darius  I.  Cole.    Company  I,  Seventh  Rhode  Island.    Killed  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania 
Court  House,  Va.,  May  13, 1805.    Sergeant  and  Second  Lieutenant. 

Seventh  Rhode  Island  Regimext. 

ccjmpaxy  d. 

JoHX  Frawley.  ;Mustered  into  service  September  0, 1802.  Discharged  April  17, 1803,  on 
surgeon's  certificate. 
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COMI'ANV    K. 

Georgk  II.  II.vKl>;ii<)RX.  Mustered  iuto  serviee  September  0,  lsti2.  Transferred  iiuder 
new  organization  Oetolier  '21.  1N(>4.     Discbiirired  .June  9,  18(55. 

Ei.i:\  KNTii  KiioDK  Island  Rkcu.mkxt. 

CoMl'AXV  C. 

liOciKi;  I..  LiNcui.N.    Mustered  into  service  October  1,  1S62.    Discharged  July  13,  1S63. 
EU(;i:xi:  A.  Mori.    Mustered  into  service  October  1, 1862.    Discharged  July  13,  1803. 
Ekwix  Pkkuv.    Mustered  iuto  service  October  1,  1862.    Discharged  July  13, 1863. 

TWKI.ITH    lillOMi;   I.SLAN1>   HKCIMENT. 
C'o.Ml'ANV    K. 

"WiM.iAM  F.  Fn;i.i>.  Mustered  into  service  October  13,  1S62.  Wounded  at  Fredericksburg, 
Va..  DetcmiKT  13, 1862.     Discharged  July  29,  1.^63. 

Tiiiiti)  Uiioiti:  Island  Aiirn.i.KHV. 

Company  A. 

Thomas  ConcfmAX.    Mustered  iuto  service  February  IT,  ls(i2.    Rei-nlisted  March  21. 1804. 

(  OMl'ANV   {  . 

Kdwaijd  E.  Cahi'ENTKu.  Mustered  into  service  October  5,  l,s(il.  First  Sergeant. 
Itei  uli>ted  January  20,  1864,  in  Company  G,  First  Rhode  Island.  Commissioned  Second 
Lieutenant  March  22,  18ri5,  and  First  Lieutenant  May  13,  lS(i5.  Discharged  June  9.  186,5,  at 
expiration  of  service. 

Ali.kx  "W.  (luil.D.  Mustered  into  service  December  21,  1861.  Taken  prisoner  on  Kcawah 
I>land,  S.  C,  December  4.  lS(i3.     Paroled.     Discharged  .January  29,  18(i5. 

Company  H. 

TiioMA>  C.  lliiJiiKKi.  Clustered  into  service  October  b,  18(11.  Corporal.  Sergeant.  Re- 
enlisted  January  25,  18(>4.    Transferred  to  Company  B  September  15.  1S64. 

(  OMI'ANY   L. 

Samuki,  Jacksox.  Mustered  into  service  April  29,  I8(i4.  Transferred  to  Company  D  Feb- 
ruary 24,  istiS. 

Samuki.  N.  Kxapp.  Mu.stere<l  into  service  February  14,  1S(12.  !>ischarged  February  2, 
18ta,  on  surgeon's  certificate. 

Com PAX Y  M. 

Alhkim  a  I  wood.  .Mustered  into  service  Manh  IT.  18(12.  Rec-nlisted  September  1(1,  ls(14. 
Transferred  to  <  umpany  D  Filuiiary  24,  ls(i."). 

Fii  in   RiioDi,  Island  Hi  a\  ^    Aim  ii,i.i:i:v. 

Company  A. 

Amo»  Kaion.  Mnstcnd  into  .-ervice  December  1(1,  Isiil.  Ucinlislcd  .laiiuar\  I.  ls(14. 
Tuken  pri-oner  .May  .'i.  Isiil,  at  (rnalaii.  N.  <  .     Died  in  Au-ii-1.  isi;.).  at  .\iicl<  isonv  illc.  (ia. 

(OMI'ANY      l>. 

CiiAi!i.i>  (  .  Oni.KM,.  .Mustered  Inlu  service  Diccmbrr  Id.  Istil.  Strgcanl.  Uc.nlisted 
January  2,  1>*(14.     Mustered  out  of  »ervice  January  2(1,  |n(1.'). 

Cmaklis  JL  Smiim.  Mustered  into  sr'r\  ice  Dirembcr  Id,  ls(ll.  Senri-anl.  'I'raiisfcrnd  to 
Coin|)any  K  Manh  2,  1^6,1.     |{iM'nli«l<<l  .Faimar>  2.  isdi.     Di-chaiged  .lime  2d.  isd.".. 
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Company  E. 

William  N.  Brown.  Mustered  iuto  service  December  16,1861.  Mustered  out  November 
29, 1864. 

George  W.  French.  Mustered  into  service  December  16,  1861.  Reenlisted  January  5, 
1864.    Mustered  out  of  service  June  26, 1865. 

Company  F. 

Thomas  Cassidy.    Mustered  iuto  service  May  27, 1862.  Mustered  out  May  19,  1865. 

Michael  Devine.  Mustered  iuto  service  May  27, 1862.  Sergeant.  Mustered  out  May  19, 
1865. 

John  Reynolds.    Mustered  into  service  June  10,  1862.  Clustered  out  June  10,  1865. 

Company  H. 

Lawrence  Flanagan.  Mustered  into  service  December  27.  1862.  Sergeant.  Transferred 
April  12,  1864,  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

First  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery. 

COMPA^'Y  A. 

Albert  J.  .Jenckes.    Mustered  into   service    June  6,  1861.    Transferred  to  Battery  F 
October  3, 1861. 
Robert  Laughlin.    Mustered  into  service  March  18, 1862.    Discharged  in  November,  1862, 

on  surgeon's  certificate. 

Company  D. 

Stephen  W.  Ballou.  Mustered  into  service  September  4.  1861.  Corporal.  Mustered 
out  September  3, 1864. 

Charles  E.  May.    Date  of  enlistment  or  discharge  not  known.    Musician. 

Frank  M.  Tucker.  Mustered  into  service  September  4.  1861.  Corporal.  Reenlisted 
January  31,  ls64.  Sergeant.  Commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  June  12, 1865,  for  gallant  and 
meritorious  services  during  the  war.    Mustered  out  of  service  July  17, 1865. 

Company  F. 

Charles  H.  Baker.  Mustered  into  service  October  29, 1861.  Mustered  out  October  28, 
1864. 

First  Rhode  Island  Light  Battery. 

Allen  W.  Blackinton.    Mustered  into  service  May  2, 1861.    Mustered  out  August  6, 1861. 
Jeremiah  Fitzgerald.    Mustered  into  service  May  2, 1861.    Mustered  out  August  6, 1861. 
William  H.  Walcott.    Mustered  into  service  May  2,  1861.    Honorably  discharged  June 
7;  1861,  to  accept  a  commission  in  Seventeenth  Infantry  Regular  Army. 

Tenth  Rhode  Islaxd  Light  Battery. 

George  R.  Adams.  Mustered  into  service  May  26,  1862.  Discharged  August  30,  1862. 
Reenlisted  in  navy.  Assigned  to  gun-boat  Sonoma  in  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  flag-ship. 
Discharged  June  25, 1865. 

Henry  C.  Bailey.  Mustered  into  service  May  26, 1862.  Musteredout  August  30,1862.  Re- 
enlisted February  4. 1864,  in  Company  F,  Seventh  Rhode  Island  Cavalry.  Sergeant.  Wounded 
in  the  eye  April  23,  1864,  on  Red  River,  La.  Discharged  September  5,  1864,  on  surgeon's 
certificate. 

William  A.  Bragg.    Mustered  into  service  May  26, 1862.    Discharged  August  30, 1862. 

Gideon  M.  Horton.  Mustered  into  service  May  26, 1862.  Mustered  out  August  30,  1862. 
Died  at  San  Antonio,  Texas.  December  16.  1886.    Buried  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

George  P.  Johnson.  Mustered  into  service  May  20,  1862.  Mustered  out  August  30, 1862. 
Reenlisted,  was  on  gun-l>oat  Nipsic.     Died  at  Anderson ville,  Ga. 

•      John  L.   Remlinger.    Mustered    into    service  May  26,   1.^02.    Corporal.    Mustered    out 
August  30,  1862. 
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CiiAKl.Ks  H.  Stahkky.  Miistoreil  into  service  May  2ii.  1S(;2.  Corporal.  DiMliarire.l 
Auifiist  30,  is<i2.     (Difil  in  Hoston.) 

LixscoMH  C.  Winn.  Mustere<l  into  si-rvict- May -Jr..  isii2.  Corporal.  Miistere.l  out  Angust 
3().  ls»;2. 

Frank  AV.  <'<im:.     See  Forty-sfviiitli  Ma^saiiiusetts  KoLrinieut. 

FlKsr   J{1I<»I»K    ISI,ANI>   C'AVALUY. 
<'().M1'ANY   (t. 

Km.mi'Ns  I).  (Jfii.K.  Mn^ite^l'^i  into  service  Docenilicr  '.»,  IS61.  Prisoner  of  war  at  Ifich- 
luonil.  Va..  Andersonvillc,  Ga..  .'^avannali.  Florence,  Ciiarleston,  Willinirton,  etc.  Discharged 
April  1.  l>*"«.i. 

Company  F. 

(.iK.oiMiK  L.  l'i'.Ai;CK.  Mustered  into  service  December  14.  ls(il.  Discharged  April  1,  1S(!2 
on  surgeon's  certitii'ate. 

SKVKNTII    RIIODK    Isl.ANI*   CaVAI,1!Y. 

C'dmi'anv  A. 

.lAitiv.  S.  (iAY.     Mustered  into  service  June  24,  1S(;2.     Discharged  September  2f.,  1S(;2. 

Cdmi'any  C. 

Ja.mks  M(  Kay.  Mu>tered  into  service  January  f»,  ls(4.  Coritoral.  Discharged  November 
2!>,  iMio. 

Co.Ml'ANY   F. 

Ai.KANCs  D.  Ci.Ai  LIN.  Mustered  into  service  February  4,  lst»4.  Corporal.  Discharged 
November  29,  \x{\^. 

Com TAN V  M. 

John  Kkynoi.ks.    Mustered  into  service  June  is,  |S(!4.     Deserted  July  12,  lSi!5. 
MiciiAKi.  Ko<;ki:s.     Mustered  into  .service  June  is,  1S64.     Deserted  July  10,  ISf^t. 
IlKNitY  C.  Bah.ky.     See  Tenth  Rhode  Island  Light  Battery. 
Hknky  a.  Bl'IJCIIArI).    See  Forty-.seventh  Massachusetts  Kegin.ent. 
Hknicy  W.  Coi.k.    See  Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment. 

FiKST  Riioin;  Isi,AM)  DKrACiii.i)  Mii.rriA. 

Co.Ml'ANY  ('. 

(JK.oni.i.  I..  Di:  \im;i:.     Mustered  into  service  May  2.  IKC.i.     Discharged  .Vugust  2.  is(il. 
.Jo-iAii   W.   IJK  iiAiil»<)N.     .Mii-tircd  into  servic;-  May  2,  18<11.     Discharged  August  2,1861. 

<'oMrANY    D. 

ClIAHI.KS  U.  Jackso.n.     Mustered  into  service  May  2,  18til.     Discharged  August  2,  18(il. 

Company  V.. 

IiiA  K.  .Mii,i-i.it.  .Mu'tireil  into  service  .May  2.  istll.  Dischar:;cd  .\ugu>t  2,  isci. 
rii\i'.i.K>  Smiiii.  .Mu«trred  inl<i  -ervicc  May  2,  Istil.  Dischargrd  ,\u.rust  2,  isttl. 
Hknky  C.  Wick.son.     .Mu«lercd  into  service  May  2.  ImH.     Di-charged  .Vugust  2,  Istil. 

Till'  following  !ir»'  the  ujiiiics  of  tliosc  soldit'is  wiio  weiv  ol)t:iiiU'(l  "  at 
the  front,"  and  were  tlitn-  .•iili'stt-d  io  tlu'  credit  of  llic  town  U)  lill  several 
quotaH  :  — 

Kphraiin  Adam-,  .lohn  Aiti-,  William  II.  .Vii.hr-on. 

Henry  Uronkhur-I,  W.  <  .  Hrainliill,  John  Marber, 

JnliuH  Haroii.  John  A.  Hott,  Kd.  J.  Hailey, 

Tlionian  «iill!ihnn,  .Morri-  Carey,  .Tames  \).  ravins. 
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Francis  P.  Clark, 
Burton  Cole, 
Michael  Dillon, 
Thomas  Eai;^an, 
Patrick  Finuegan, 
Michael  Gorman, 
John  D.  Hackman, 
Charles  S.  Hulse, 
John  F.  Kappel, 
Michael  Keltz, 
Frederick  W.  Koring, 
Jacob  Laubenheimer, 
Thomas  Mathers, 
Edward  McNaspey, 
Bernhardt  Miller, 
Matthew  Miirphj-, 
Christian  Proezeller, 
George  W.  Steward, 
Thomas  TiitlV, 


James  W.  Clark, 
George  A.  Crossman, 
John  Doisey, 
Jacob  Feathers, 
John  AV.  Fitzpatrick, 
George  Giiderberlett, 
Henry  Hoffman, 
William  Irwin, 
Michael  Keegan, 
Christian  Kern, 
Theodore  Kramer, 
James  O.  Lee, 
John  McCallon, 
Adolph  Metzer, 
Leonidas  G.  Mock, 
Thomas  Murphy, 
William  J.  Sweeney, 
John  Schlottraan, 
Frederick  Voss, 


Stephen  R.  Coffy, 
John  Davit, 
John  Dwyer, 
Samuel  Ferguson, 
James  Gorman, 
Henry  Higgins, 
Thomas  S.  Hoover, 
Robert  Jones, 
Edward  Kelley, 
Bernhardt  Klien. 
Oscar  H.  Lane, 
William  H.  Martin, 
Thomas  McGovern, 
Thomas  Mitchell, 
Victor  Mott, 
Michael  Newman, 
Charles  Siedler, 
James  Spengler, 
Henrv  Weiss. 


The  above  list  is  certainly  a  creditable  one  both  in  length  and  character. 
At  the  time  of  the  war  our  town  numbered  some  7,000  or  8,000  inhabitants 
and,  in  round  numbers,  sent  four  hundred  men  to  the  field,  a  number  of 
whom  served  more  than  once.  Several  families  sent  two  members,  and  iu 
four  instances  three  members  enlisted  and  served,  in  every  case  brothers. 
They  were  James  W.,  Samuel,  and  Thomas  Thompson  ;  Henry  S.,  Daniel  E., 
and  George  G.  Adams  ;  Everett  S.,  Edwin  J.,  and  Gideon  M.  Horton  ;  John 
F.,  Henry  A.,  and  William  A.  Streeter.  Of  this  unusual  fact  we  may  be 
proud  and  of  the  further  fact  that  all  had  an  honorable  record  as  soldiers. 
It  adds  further  interest  to  record  that  these  twelve  men  were  neighbors,  all 
of  one  village  ;  and  the  statement  may  still  be  made  that  they  are,  as  they 
were,  from  Attlehorough,  the  places  where  they  resided  being  still  in  that 
town. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  men  drafted  for  this  town  in  Taunton,  July 
16,  1863,  and  may  be  of  interest  to  some. 


James  McClatchy, 
William  Holly, 
Robert  H.  Sherman, 
Randolph  Knapp, 
Robert  Laugh lin, 
William  A.  Knight, 
Patrick  Larry, 
Gamaliel  Draper, 
William  H.  Tiffany, 
Charles  H.  Ames, 
Charles  H,  Wood, 
David  Knight, 
Eustis  B.  Ingraham, 
Frank  B.  Richards, 
Peter  Boyce, 
John  Dennis, 


Seneca  Cole, 
William  Worger, 
Horace  D.  Cutting, 
George  P.  Johnston, 
William  H.  Beebe, 
Edsvard  A.  Wilson. 
George  Crocker, 
George  A.  Dean, 
George  W.  French, 
George  E.  Wallace, 
Reuben  A.  Dean, 
Frederick  Dahl, 
William  AValker, 
.John  F.  Mackinson, 
William  C.  Brainard, 
Patrick  Nally, 


John  R.  Blackinton, 
Arthur  B.  Carpenter, 
James  .J.  Freeman, 
C.  M.  Rhodes, 
Edward  E.  Honan, 
Thomas  S.  Wheelock, 
Augustus  C.  Hall, 
Charles  H.  Bushee, 
Sullivan  Eaton, 
Edwin  B.  Thurber, 
Daniel  Jacques, 
Dennis  Murphy, 
John  Doran, 
Raymond  A.  King, 
Thomas  Bride, 
Charles  Murray. 
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John  Beckler, 
John  (iretiii. 
Jolui  Flavi'ii. 
Thomas  a.  Co1)1). 
Edwai-'l  Lauirhliii. 
Calvin  F.  Hraley. 
J.  Shepanl  Riohards, 
Braiiiard  T.  Hriice, 
Walter  Hallou. 
Alliert  Fairbanks, 
Martin  V.  Corey. 
Henry  L.  .loslin, 
George  A.  Shepardson, 
Henry  <  Icniens, 
Silas  H.  Manchester. 
Albert  M.  Evurett. 
William  M.  Price. 
Knssell  n.  Nye. 
Charles  H.  Des  .lanlins. 
Albert  M.  Simmtuiw. 
Moses  Hanlimr. 
Eben  I^.  Sylvester. 
Lucius  Z.  Carpenter, 
William  C.  White. 


John  Dooling. 
Charles  M.  Newell, 
Charles  A.  P.  Coirgeswcl 
Frank  Fairbanks, 
David  JillsoM. 
Thomas  S.  Mann. 
Stephen  Stanley. 
Frank  L.  Cmnmings, 
James  Hattersley, 
Humphrey  Murphy. 
.Io>ei)h  W.  Perry, 
Joseph  Cioui,'h, 
George  Jillson. 
Benjamin  S.  Chapin. 
Sila>  F.  Hall. 
Frank  Bartosch. 
Charles  W.  Brockinton. 
Albert  A.  Sweet, 
David  Killon, 
John  L.  Baker, 
Kuel  (Jlidden, 
Albert  D.  Sadler, 
William  W.  Fisher. 
James  D.  Tucker, 

Jame>  H.  Ilandv, 


Jarvis  W.  Robinson, 
Thomas  Schotield. 
Albert  Howard, 
L\ man  N.  Sayles, 
Nathaniel  B.  Maxey, 
Georw  H.  Draper. 
Warren  \V.  Wheeler, 
James  Handy, 
Noyes  J.  Smith, 
Lewis  A.  Newell, 
Alfred  Pierce, 
Thomas  S.  Suell, 
John  L.  Torrey. 
Gilbert  Luther, 
Nicholas  E.  Gardner, 
William  B.  Hodges, 
Nel>on  Tiid<ham, 
Slater  Herring. 
Everett  L.  Sweet, 
Albert  Ballou, 
Timothy  Perry, 
D.  Sanlor.l  Hall, 
Fraidc  W.  I  (avenport, 
Gcf)rse  F.  (ireen. 


'I'lio  foUowiiii:  is  a  list  of  exemptions:  — 


William  P.  Holly, 
Martin  V.  Corey, 
Stephen  Stanley, 
Eben  L.  Sylvester. 
George  A.  Dean. 
John  F.  Mackinson, 
John  Dooling. 
Slater  D.  Herring. 
William  M.  Titlany, 
Charles  H.  Ames. 
Jarvis  W.  Robin>on. 
George  A.  Shepardson, 
3Ioses  Harding, 
Thoma-  A.  Cobb, 
?'rank  I5arto>ih. 
Albert  Ballou. 
JuuKv.  ,].  Frei.iiian. 


Thomas  S.  Wheelock, 
Peter  Bois.  (No.  33) 
Franklin  Cummings, 
J.  Shepard  Richards, 
John  L.  Torrey, 
Thomas  M.  Snell, 
Dennis  ^lurphy. 
Raymond  K.  King, 
Charles  15.  De>  Jardins, 
Albert  P.  Fairbanks, 
John  Dennis, 
Charles  H.  Wood, 
John  Beckler, 
Nelson  Tinkham. 
Randolph  Knapp. 
(ieorge  F.  (ireen. 
Sullivan  Eaton, 
William  M.  Price,  Cliarl.' 


Noyes  J.  Smith. 
Henry  W.  Clemens, 
Albert  M.  Everett, 
D.  Sanfor.l  Hall, 
Humphrey  Murjihy, 
John  l>oran. 
Augustus  <•.  Mall. 
John  Grelin. 
(ieorge  W.  French, 
Brainanl  T.  Bru<e, 
John  R.  Blackinton. 
(ieorge  S.  Barney. 
Charles  11.  Bu>hee, 
Edwai'd  Laughlin, 
Timothy  I'erry, 
Seneca  ( 'ole, 
Thomas  S.  Mann. 
Newell. 


'I'lie  followiii;^  is  a  list,  us  iii'iiily  coifoct  as  could  lie  asccitaiiu'd.  ol  tin' 
peiiwioiu'rH  in  the  town  at  the  time  of  the  division,  with  \\\v  aiiioiint  piiid  to 
thcin  Hionthlv  :  — 


Charlen  While     . 
William  II.  >m!tli 
William  A.  Murdy 
Jolin  SimiUH     .     . 
(ieorge  W.  .leiini-on 


?;!.uo 

(  liarle>  s.  (  innmiiigs 

i!l(i.00 

t.oo 

Charles  Carpenti-r 

t.oo 

l.dO 

l-urad  ir.  Chadwiek 

•J.(K) 

1  .oo 

<  H\-  Williams 

t.(X) 

1  .(Ml 

Jame-  Railie-" 

3.00 
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Dauiel  L.  Tucker  . 
George  H.  Thrasher 
Lloyd  B.  Hod-es  . 
John  L.  Thayer  .  . 
Ensign  E.  Kelly 
Thomas  G.  Hinton  . 
John  A.  Whaley 
Martin  Berry  .  .  . 
Hora<-e  C.  Brown  . 
William  E.  Dunham 
Thomas  Panzera 
John  J.  Rollins  .  . 
Herbert  E.  "Whipple 
Edwin  Whitney  .  . 
George  H.  T.  Alfred 
Charles  W.  Brown  . 
Hiram  L.  Danforth 


William  Kim 


$12.00 
8.00 
2.00 
8.00 
4.00 
G.OO 
2.00 
4.00 
0.00 
4.00 
s.OO 
8.00 
4.00 
8.00 
2.00 
2.00 
6.00 
slev 


Thomas  K.  Gay $3.00 

Jeremiah  S.  Rowe 18.00 

Horace  Miller 4.00 

Abbie  R.  Thayer 8.00 

Emeline  Wilmarth? 8.00 

Hannah  Webb 8.00 

Lucy  A.  Jackson 8.00 

Caroline  E.  Llufrio 8.00 


Mary  O'Xeil  .  .  . 
Mary  A.  Griffin  .  . 
Phebe  T.  Shepardson 
Mary  Flanagan  .  . 
Ruth  Burchard  .  . 
Fannie  Clapp  .  .  . 
William  Field  .  .  . 
Frances  A.  Meserve 
Alfred  Fiske  .  .  . 
86.00 


8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
S.OO 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
4.00 
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Abel  R.  Block  .    .  . 

Daniel  Crotty    .     .  . 

William  H.  Fisher  . 
Benjamin  F.  Lincoln 

Perry  A.  Ballon     .  . 

Dexter  B.  Freeman  . 

Walter  Katon    .     .  . 

Henry  W.  Stearns  . 
Helen  31.  Johnson 
Jane  F.  Williams 

Sarah  Gilligan  .    .  . 


SG.OO 
4.00 
4.00 
4.00 
2.00 

18.00 
4.00 
2.00 

20.00 
s.OO 
s.OO 


John  G.  Doran $2.00 


Henry  A.  Blackinton 
Eliza  A.  Clark  .  .  . 
Margaret  Hattery 
Kesiah  Hall  .... 
Rebecca  Clark  .  .  . 
Maria  S.  Allen  .  .  . 
Walter  G.  Clark  .  . 
Celia  Kent  .... 
Vernal  Stanley  .  . 
Silas  G.  Wood  .     .     . 


5.00 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
8.00 
4.00 
8.00 
8.00 
3.00 


Dolly  Thompson,  1812? 88.00 
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CHAriEH    IX. 

CmRCIlKS    AM)    Tin:    MINISTKV.  IIKST    COXiiKKOATIONAL    CHURCH. 

FOK  almost  lifty  yi'ar.s  the  town  constituted  one  parish,  ami  was  wot 
divided  until  April  7,  174o.  Vov  several  years  aftei'  its  ineiirpora- 
tion  it  was  not  altle  to  support  a  preaeher,  owins;  to  the  small  inunher  of 
its  inhaliitants.  Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  town  atTairs,  however, 
steps  were  taken  to  obtain  a  pastor  and  arran*>ements  made  for  a  place  of 
abode  for  him.  Extracts  from  the  records  detailinti"  to  some  extent  the  early 
proceedings  relative  to  the  tirst  chureli  and  the  settlennuit  of  tiie  tirst  minister 
will  l)e  acceptable  to  the  in'esent  li'eneration. 

March  <'>,  1704,  the  town  ordered  tliat  twelve  acres  of  laud  in  the  minister's 
lot  should  be  fenced  in  ;  four  acres  were  to  be  broken  up  and  a  house  built, 
twenty-t^ix  feet  lonir,  twenty-eight  feet  wide,  and  thirteen  feet  stud  ;  and 
there  was  to  be  a  stack  of  three  chimneys  in  the  house,  ''  with  a  Cellar  under 
the  bigest  room,"  sixteen  feet  long  and  fourteen  feet  wide,  and  all  to  be  com- 
pleted by  the  last  day  of  March,  170fi.  It  would  seem  it  was  not  completed 
until  after  the  specilied  date,  for  on  May  16,  170(5,  it  was  voted  that  the 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  town  otlicers  should  be  used  for  nails,  etc.,  for  use 
on  the  minister's  house. 

March  2'),  1707.  ''The  meeting  then  held  was  for  the  choosing  of  a 
learned  orthodox  minister  of  good  conversation  to  dispense  the  woi'd  of  God 
to  U.S  in  Attleborough  :  voted  to  give  Mr.  Fiske  a  call  to  preach  for  us. 
Likewise  a  connuittee  of  nine  was  chosen  to  procure  a  minister  to  settle.  It 
was  likewise  voted  to  empower  the  said  committee  to  treat  with  the  saitl  Mr. 
Fiskc  as  to  his  dis|)ensing  the  word  of  (iod  amongst  us,  and  to  settle  him  if 
he  mav  lie  obtained  ;  and  if  he  niav  not,  tlien  any  other  minister  that  the  town 
shall  call,  being  approved  i»y  the  neighlioring  ministers." 

May  20,  1707.  ''  Vote<l  to  give  Mr.  More  a  call  to  preach  aumugst  us, 
and  to  settle  if  he  m;iy  be  olitaiued."  in  .lune,  1707,  it  was  voted  •'that 
Hezekinh  Peck  and  .lonallian  Kuller  be  a  committe(!  to  see  and  get  a  petition 
written  to  the  (lencral  Court  for  some  help  towards  the  maintenance  of  a 
minister."  '  i'he  >um  of  eighly  pouuils  had  been  granted  liy  the  town 
November  22,  1 70.">,  towards   buildini:    a    minister's   house,   ihirty-live   pounds 


*  Id  1710  the  .Mile  nn<l   llnlf  wuh  rcnnnvxcd  to  tliU  tow  n,  wlilili  n-Htornl  roiiricoii  I'aiDillcif  nnd 
onntilnl   tlm  iicojilc  to  -ii|i|iiirt  a  prcnclu-r  witlioiit  oilier  ii»»lNtniir«!. 
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of  which  had  been  collected,  and  on  July  2,  1707,  the  tOAvn  voted  that  the 
remaining  fort3'-five  pounds  should  be  levied  and  collected. 

June  15,  1708.  "  The  meeting  then  held  was  for  the  choosing  of  an  able 
and  orthodox  minister  to  serve  us  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  this  place. 
It  was  voted  that  the  committee  should  treat  with  Mr.  Wiswell  to  dispense  the 
word  of  God  to  us  if  he  may  be  obtained ;  if  not,  then  with  Mr.  Fisher,  if  he 
may  be  obtained  ;  if  not,  then  with  Mr.  Hunt,  if  he  may  be  obtained  ;  if  not, 
then  with  Mr.  Devotion,  and  if  neither  of  them  may  be  obtained,  then  they 
may  treat  with  any  otlier  that  shall  be  allowed  of  by  the  neighboring  minis- 
ters, until  they  have  settled  one  in  Attleborough."  i 

July  27,  1710.  "  Chose  Mr.  Ebenezer  White  for  our  minister,  if  he  will 
stay  Avith  us,  if  not,  then  Mr.  Myles."  Mr.  AYhite,  it  appears,  did  not  at 
this  time  accept  the  invitation  to  settle.  He,  hoAvever,  preached  for  the  people 
nearly  a  3'ear. 

October  9,  1710,  the  town  chose  a  committee  to  see  to  the  finishing  of  the 
meetinghouse,  and  the  1st  of  "January  next  ensuing"  was  the  time  fixed 
for  finishing  it.  "  Voted  to  raise  a  tax  of  £(50  as  a  fund  for  said  AA^ork,  €5  to 
be  in  money,  and  tlie  rest  in  corn,  rye,  beef  and  pork,  or  in  materials  for  the 
building." 

November  20,  1710.  "  Voted  that  the  house  which  is  built  on  the  minis- 
terial lot  should  be  given  to  the  first  minister  that  shall  serve  the  town  seven 
years  in  the  office  of  a  minister,  and  so  living  and  dying  amongst  us,  then  to 
be  his  and  his  heirs  forever." -' 

October  1,  1711.  At  a  meeting  for  the  choice  of  an  able,  orthodox  minis- 
ter "to  dispense  the  word  of  God  to  us  in  Attleborough,"  the  town  chose 
Mr.  Matthew  Short  for  their  minister. 

November  5,  1711.  "Granted  a  tax  of  £25  towards  paying  Mr.  Short; 
£10  in  money  and  the  other  £15  in  grain,  pork,  beef,  butter,  cheese  at  current 
price." 

March  18,  1711-12.  "  Voted  to  build  a  pew  for  the  minister  in  the  meet- 
ing house,  and  also  agreed  that  Mrs.  Short  shall  have  the  benefit  and  privilege 
of  sitting  in  the  same  during  her  abode  in  Attleborough." 

Rev.  MatthcAV  Short  accepted  the  call  of  the  people  and  became  the  first 
settled  minister  in  this  town.  He  was  the  son  of  Henry  Short,  of  Newbury. 
He  was  born  March  14,  1688,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  the  class 
of  1707.  He  was  quite  a  young-  man  when  he  came  here,  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  He  was  chosen,  as  has  been  seen,  October  1,  1711,  and 
ordained  November  12,  1712.     Difficulties  soon  arose  between  him  and  his 


iThe  inhabitants  were  so  few,  consisting  of  about  sixteen  families  exclusive  of  the  fourteen  who 
had  lieen  annexed  to  Rehoboth,  that  they  were  not  able  to  afford  a  competent  salary,  which  was 
probably  the  cause  of  their  embarrassment  in  the  settlement  of  a  minister  at  first. 

-The  second  settled  minister  acquired  the  property  of  this  house  and  also  the  ministerial  farm,  as 
will  subsequently  appear,  by  having  fulfilled  the  condition  of  the  grant. 
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people  which,  after  iiiany  iiietYeetual  attempts  to  reconcile  them,  finally 
resnlted  in  hi.s  dismission.  The  trouble  related  to  his  salary  ;  tiie  matter 
was  compromised  and  he  dismissed  May  31,  1715.  He  continned  in  this 
town  only  abont  fonr  years,  having  preached  one  year  before  his  ordination. 

Aceordinii  to  the  articles  of  aureement  made  with  Mr.  Short  December 
20,  1711,  he  was  to  have  fifty  ponnds  a  year  for  the  first  six  years,  one  third 
to  be  in  money  and  ••  the  other  two  thirds  in  grain,  beef,  pork,  JMitter  or 
cheese,  any  or  either  of  them  at  cnrrent  price."  '  At  the  seventh  year  his 
salarv  was  t<^  be  raised  to  sixty  ponnds  payable  as  above,  and  there  to  con- 
tiiuie  until  there  should  be  one  hundred  families  in  town  capable  of  paying 
public  taxes,  in  the  judgment  of  the  selectmen  for  the  time  being,  and  then 
it  was  to  be  seventy  pounds  per  annum.  He  was  also  to  have  the  use  of 
the  ministerial  house  and  lands  so  long  as  he  should  c(^ntinue  in  his  pastoral 
ottice. 

Mr.  Short  was  married  to  Margaret  Freeman,  of  this  town,  by  .Iiistice 
Leonard,  of  Norton,  December  27,  1711.  They  had  two  daughters  while 
residing  here,  Anna  and  Judith.  Of  the  previons  or  subseqnent  history  of 
Mr.  Short  but  little  is  known.  He  removed  to  Eastou  and  became  the  first 
settled  minister  in  that  town,  where  he  remained  in  harmony  with  his  people 
till  his  death.  He  died  in  the  year  1731,  aged  forty-three,  leaving  ten 
children,  three  sons  and  seven  daughters.  These  were  Matthew,  Ebenezer, 
Glover,  Anna,  Judith,  Margaret,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  and  Lydia.     .ludith 

married Hunt ;  Margaret,  Tingley  ;  Sarah,  Orcut ;  Elizabeth, 

Noyes.     It  is  said  that  Mr.  Short  "  left  a  considerable  real  estate  wliicii 

was  divided  among  his  children."-' 

The  first  meetinghouse  was  l)uilt  in  1710.  At  a  town  lut'etiug  February 
9,  1709-10,  it  was  "  voted  to  l>iiiltl  a  meeting  iiouse  thirty  feet  square  and 
sixteen  feet  between  joints,  and  to  set  it  upon  a  piece  of  land  on  the  east 
8i<le  of  the  country  road  near  to  the  house  of  Christopher  Hall,  and  to  get 
the  timber  for  said  houst'  and  to  frame  and  raise  it  by  the  first  of  .liiiie  next." 
This   liiiildiiig  was    not,    however,    entirely    completed    until    17M.      it   was, 

> TbcBC  articles  were  then  value<l  as  follows  .  Iiidliui  corn,  is.  6<l.  per  bushel;  rye,  38.  Gil.  per  bushel; 
pork,  3<l.  per  lb.;  beef,  -Jil.  i)er  lb.;  butter,  till,  per  lb.;  ami  jfOdl  new  milk  rhecse,  4'l.  \<er  lb.  The 
following  cmphatlr,  receipt  wuh  founil  upon  the  records  :  — 

AttUboro'  Feb.  the  7'>'  ITU.  Ucjielveil  of  .Mr.  Hcnjaniln  Criibtrcc,  Constable,  Thlrtlc  ami  one 
pounds  ctx  KhllllnKH  and  cltflit  immkic  In  full  of  what  he  was  ordered  for  to  jiay  to  nie  on  the  account 
of  the  t'lW  n  rate  for  the  year  1711.     I  -^ay 

U<T('lve<l  by  nie, 

Matthew  .Short. 

At  Ihl"  aniouiit  wn?-  more  than  the  onctlilrd  money  payment  per  year  agreed  upon,  It  woidd  seem 
that  the  pnxlui'*'  portion  may  have  fallen  off  In  pro|iortlon.  Little  more  regardluK  this  nnitter  was 
found  exc«!ptlDK  that  on  the  dat<-  upon  which  this  receipt  wat*  given  a  commlltce  of  fourteeii  was 
choM-n  to  confer  with  the  chnr<;li  and  make  an  cITort  to  heal  the  dtHBeiiHlons  between  die  church  and 
Mr.  Hhort,  the  cauiw!  of  the  troubles  having  been  noticed.  All  such  eflforts  seem,  however,  to  have 
been  unavailing. 

'Homi'of  these  fairtH  relating  to  .Mr.  short  are  from  Informalion  furnlBhed  by  the  late  Hun.  KIIIb 
Amen,  of  (Janton,  Mass. 
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according  to  the  vote,  tliirty  feet  square  and  stood  on  the  spot  where  the  hall 
of  the  Agricultural  Society  formerly  stood,  this  lot  having  been  given  to  the 
town  by  Lieutenant  Moses  Read  for  public  purposes. 

In  October,  1711,  the  town  gave  the  committee  "full  power  to  finish  the 
meting-hous  within  and  without,  makeing  of  Dors  Laying  of  a  floore, 
makeing  of  seets,  makeing  of  a  pulpit  and  glazing  of  the  windows,  and  all 
the  finishing  work  except  the  galories."  August,  1712,  the  committee  was 
empowered  "  to  finish  said  meetiug-hous,  with  galleries  or  any  other  finishing 
work,  and  Likewise  at  the  same  time  agreed  with  Joseph  Ingraham  to  give 
him  ten  shillings  for  one  year  to  Look  after  the  meeting-hous,  to  sweep  it 
and  keep  it  clean."  Four  years  later  the  price  for  this  work  had  advanced  to 
thirteen  shillings  per  year. 

In  1715  a  ministerial  barn  was  built  by  order  of  the  town. 

The  second  minister  in  town  was  Rev.  Ebenezer  White.  He  was  chosen 
by  the  people  July  18,  1715.  August  27,  1716,  "the  town  very  unani- 
mously agreed /or«"i  pounds,  and  he  himself  to  provide  himself  firewood,  the 
one  half  in  money  and  the  other  half  in  grain  or  beef  or  pork  or  butter  or 
cheese  all  good  and  merchantable  at  current  price  with  us.  This  to  be 
annually." 

Mr.  White  was  the  son  of  James  White,  of  Dorchester,  Mass.  He  was 
born  July  3,  1685,  and  baptized  July  12.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1704.  He  was  ordained  here  October  17,  1716,  having  supplied 
the  pulpit  for  some  time  previous  to  his  settlement.  He  was  minister  of  the 
town  eleven  years  and  remained  here  till  his  death,  September  4,  1726. 
So  far  as  appears,  he  gave  general  satisfaction.  He  married  Abigail  Paine 
and  had  several  children  —  Hannah,  who  married  Joseph  Guild,  November 
11,  1741  ;  Martha,  Edward,  Experience,  and  Thankful,  and  two  others  who 
died  infants. 

Besides  his  regular  salary,  Mr.  White  acquired  a  title  to  the  ministerial 
farm  and  house,  so  called,  by  having  remained  the  town  minister  the  length 
of  time  required  by  the  grant. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  North  Purchase,  September  16, 
1707,  it  was  unanimously  voted  "  that  the  surveyors  with  the  major  part  of 
the  committee  should  forthwith  lay  out  a  hundred  acres  of  land  within  said 
Purchase,  which  shall  be  the  first  settled  minister's  in  Attleborough,  that  con- 
tinueth  to  be  their  minister  for  the  space  of  seven  years  ;  said  land  to  be  said 
minister's,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever."  —  N.  P.  Rec.  2(1  Book,  })■  3. 
Laid  out  and  recorded  1st  Book,  p.  197-199. 

Several  other[  grants  and  gifts  have  been  made  to  the  town  for  the  use  of 
the  ministry. 


1  This  sum  is  so  small,  the  record  must  be  erroneous.    Probably  the  four  should  be  forty,  even  then 
a  smaller  salary  than  was  paid  to  the  former  minister.  —  Editor. 
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The  iuiiu>ti'ii:il  lot,  which  has  heeii  a  suljJL'ct  of  so  much  eontioversy  iu 
modern  clav-s,  was  granted  at  an  adjourned  nioetuig  of  the  proprietors  hekl  at 
Rehoboth  June  2i»,  ir.JSo,  in  the  words  follosving  :  ''It  was  likewise  voted 
and  agreed  upon  (neniine  coutradicente,)  that  a  liundred  acres  of  hind  be 
forthwith  hud  out  at  the  Seven  Mile  River,  where  Rice  Leonard's  lot  was.  and 
as  near  adjacent  as  may  be  ;  which  said  hundred  acres  of  laud  perpetually  to 
be  reserved  for  the  Ministry." —  Rehoboth  Toicn  Rec.  2d  B.  x>.  48.  Bounds 
recorded  N.  P.  Rer.  1st  li.  j>.  197.  Also  see  2d  Vol.  />.  28.  Ministerial  lot 
laid  out  .January  '),  1727-2.S. 

As  before  mentioned,  the  lot  where  the  lirst  meetinghouse  stood  was  given 
liy  Lieutenant  Moses  Read. 

'•Oct.  l(i,  1712.     Laid  out  to  Lieut.  Moses  Read  two  acres  of  land  Ity  the 

meeting  house  ;    bounded  south,  the  stated  road  ;    east,  the  foot  of  the  hill  • 

north,   the  land  of  the  heirs  of  Christopher  Hall ;  west,  the  country  road. 

The  above  said  land  the  said  Lieut.  Read  gave  to  the  town  of  Attleborough 

for  public  use  forever,  and  ordered  it  so  to  be  put  on  record,  as  is  attest 

bv  me. 

"Danikl  Smith,  Clerk." 

li.  N.r.Hec.  1st  n.f.SO'j. 
"Allowance  for  a  highway  through  said  lot." 

/?.  .V.  7'.  liec.  'Jd  B.f.  129. 

November  1,  1784.  '-Noah  Carpenter,  Sen.  and  Caleb  Hall  of  Attle- 
borough, iu  consideration  of  love,  good  will  and  affection  which  we  have  and 
do  bear  towards  the  church  and  congregation  of  the  said  Attleborough,  called 
by  the  name  of  the  Presl)yteriau,  have  given,  granted,  conveyed  etc.  unto 
them  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  that  is  to  be  understood  for  the  especial 
use.  benefit  and  privilege  of  that  society  forever,  a  certain  tract  of  laud  con- 
taining about  forty-five  rods,  where  the  new  meeting  house  now  stands, 
bounded  bv  the  said  Carpenter's  and  the  said  Hall's  lands  and  l)y  the  country 
road,"  etc.  —  //.  .V.  /'.  R<r.  2d  B.  />.  12r>.  <ind  12'.i.  Mardi  1."),  172o, 
the  town  passed  the  folhjwing  resolution  :  ''  Wliere  as  there  is  a  Chuich  Now 
settli'd  in  ye  Town  of  Attle.  Commonly  (alUil  a  presbeterian  Church  which 
all  Iidiabitants  of  ye  Town  are  by  vc  Law  of  this  province  obliged  to  support 
and  whereas  there  is  suine  of  ye  Inhal)itaiits  of  ye  Town  that  Do  Itelong  to 
other  ChincheH,  wIkj  l)itTer  from  ye  sd  Church  in  Attleboro:  in  their  princa- 
bles,  and  ye  Inhabitants  of  sd  Attleboro  being  Desirous  to  Treat  them  as  they 
themsclvits  should  l»e  willing  to  be  Treate(l  iu  such  Like  Cause,  are  freely 
willing  that  all  such  persons  as  Now  !)(»  or  hereafter  shall  belong  to  other 
('hurdles  of  Diferent  princaples  as  aforesd.  Shall  be  freed  from  bearing 
Cost  &  Charge  with  ye  Rest  of  ye  Inhabitants  of  sd  'i'own  Respecting  ye  Sup- 
port of  Ye  Ciiurch  in  Atllebor',  provided  that  all  siuh  persons  Helonging  to 
other  Churches  as  aforesd  Do  Make  it  appear  to  ye  select  Mi-n  of  sd  Town 
in  the  month  of  August  yearly  as  they  shall  be  aded  to  any  otlu-r  Churches  as 
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aforesd  :  by  Bringing  Certificats  from  ye  Elders  or  Techers  of  ye  Respectivily 
belong  to  that  they  do  belong  to  their  Church  or  Churches  and  are  in  full 
Communion  with  them  ;  and  this  voat  is  to  be  in  force  untill  ye  Town  by  a 
vote  shall  make  Void  ye  Same." 

October  11,  172G.  "And  then  ye  Town  voted  that  they  would  Chouze 
some  persons  of  ye  Town  to  Joyn  with  such  persons  as  ye  Church  in  sd 
Town  should  appoint  to  be  a  Committee  to  Take  Care  &  provide  a  suitable 
person  to  be  a  pasture  or  minister  of  ye  Church  &  Town  :  that  is  to  Take 
Care  untill  such  Time  as  a  vote  of  sd  Church  &  Town  shall  be  Necessary  as  to 
ye  Resettlement  of  a  Gospel  minister  in  sd  Town."  Four  persons  were 
chosen  from  the  church,  namely :  Deacon  John  Fuller,  Deacon  Mayhew 
Daggett,  Mr.  Benjamin  Slack,  Mr.  Samuel  T^'ler  ;  and  four  from  the  town, 
namely:  Captain  Daniel  Read,  Captain  John  Foster,  Mr.  Samuel  Da}^,  Mr. 
Noah  Carpenter. 

"  On  ye  Last  Day  of  June  Anno  Domini,  1727,  at  a  meeting  held,  the  Town 
Did  unanimously  Concur  with  the  Churche's  vote  in  ye  Choice  of  j'e  sd  Mr. 
Habijah  Weld  to  be  their  minister."  He  was  to  receive  "  one  hundred  pounds 
in  money  or  in  Bills  of  paper  creditt  yearly  During  y%  Term  of  his  Natural 
Life  in  ye  Work  of  the  ministry  within  sd  Town,  and  Likewise  ye  ministerial 
Lott  the  house  &  Barn  and  all  other  privileges  to  the  same  belonging  during 
the  above  term  —  and  for  his  further  encouragement  the  town  doth  freely 
agree  and  vote  ;  that  they  will  give  to  the  said  Mr.  Weld,  two  hundred 
pounds  in  money,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in  money  and  fourty  acres 
of  land  lying  on  each  side  the  road  between  the  meeting  house  and  David 
Fullers,  either  of  Avhich  he  the  said  Mr.  Weld  shall  ye  cause  to  accept  of  and 
it  is  further  voted  and  agreed  that  the  hundred  pounds  aliove  said  is  all 
wages  to  hold  ye  same  in  valine  as  it  is  this  day.  Allowing  paper  creditt  at 
fourteen  shillings  for  one  ounce  of  silver  and  so  to  rise  or  fall  as  paper  creditt 
shall  rise  or  fall  in  proportion  as  above  said"  — 

Just  before  Mr.  Weld  came  the  town  voted  to  choose  a  committee  "  to 
repair  ye  ministerial  house  and  fence." 

Mr.  Weld  accepted  the  pastorate  in  the  following  manner ;  — 

Attleborough,  September  28, 1727. 
To  the  Church  and  people  of  Church  iu  Attleborough 

Greeting,  "Whereas  ye  have  manifested  your  Love  to  and  Respect  for  me  in  Choosing  me 
for  ye  pastorial  office  among  you,  (Xotwithstanding  my  unworthyuess  of  your  Esteem,  and 
of  an  employ  in  a  '.vork  so  Sacred  and  Honorable,)  I  Do  now  testify  my  Gratitude  to  you  for  ye 
Respect  shewn  me  and  my  Compliance  with  your  Request  to  settle  with  you  upon  ye  Terms 
you  have  proposed :  but  in  Case  my  Necessities  should  increase  upon  me,  so  that  my  Salary  be 
insufficient  for  my  Maintainance  I  shall  Depend  upon  you  for  ye  addition  of  what  shall  be  Con- 
venient for  my  Comfortable  and  Honorable  Sub.sistance  During  my  Continuance  with  you  as  a 
minister  of  ye  Gospel,  and  inasmuch  as  ye  have  Generously  granted  me  200  pounds  money,  or 
a  Hundred  and  tifty  pounds  in  money  and  40  acres  of  Land  for  a  settlement,  and  have  given  me 
ye  Liberty  of  Chousing  that  which  shall  be  most  agreeable  to  me,  I  Do  now  Declare  that  I  make 
Choice  of  and  shall  Gratefully  accept  of  Land  with  ye  150  pounds  in  money,  and  as  ye  have 
made  such  provision  for  my  Support  while  I  shall  Continue  among  you  so  I  shall  think  it  my 
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Duty  to  Lay  out  myself  to  ye  utmost  of  my  ithility  to  promote  your  spiritual  and  Etcrual  wel- 
fare. I  aui  seusil)Ie  of  my  own  weakness  and  inaliiiity  to  Discliarfje  ye  Duties  of  ye  mini-terial 
ofliee;  but  my  Dependanee  is  upon  ye  Grace  of  God  wliieli  I  hope  will  he  sulHeieiit  for  me.  I 
beg  an  interest  in  your  prayers  that  ye  God  of  all  grace  would  furnish  me  with  all  those  Gifts 
and  Graces  of  his  spirit  as  shall  l>e  suttieient  to  Render  me  an  al)le  as  well  as  a  faithful  minister 
of  ye  New  Testament,  and  it  shall  be  my  Constant  Request  at  ye  Throne  of  Grace  that  God 
will  make  Continual  additions  to  this  Church  of  such  as  Shall  be  Saved  whilst  I  am  yours  in  ye 
Service  of  ye  Gospel.  Ilabijah  Weld. 

Rev.  Mr.  Weld  was  the  thiid  minister  of  Attlehoroiigh  tiud  was  distiu- 
guished  for  his  usefuhiess  in  the  ministry  and  highly  respected  as  a  man  both 
at  home  and  abroad.  He  united  to  an  nncomraou  degree  the  affections  of 
his  people  for  the  long  period  of  nearly  fifty-five  years  during  which  he  was 
their  pastor.  He  was  a  man  of  talents  and  respectable  acquirements  and 
was  extensively  known.     His  character  deserves  a  more  particular  notice. 

He  was  born  in  Dunstable,'  Mass.,  September  2,  1702,  the  sou  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Weld  and  Mary  Savage,^  his  second  wife.  He  graduated  at  Cam- 
bridge University  in  1723  and  was  ordained  ^  pastor  of  the  First  Church  and 
congregation  in  this  town,  October  1,  1727.  Ho  died  May  14,  17S2,  in  the 
eightieth  year  of  his  age  and  the  lifty-fifth  of  his  ministry.  The  follow- 
ing notice"*  of  his  character  is  extracted  from  a  comminiication  in  Dr.  Dicight's 
Travels,  from  the  Hon.  David  Daggett,  late  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Connecticut  and  Senator  in  Congress. 

"  3Ir.  Weld  was  above  rather  than  below  the  middle  stature  ;  he  wa8 
noble  in  form  and  dignified  in  his  deportment,  scrupulously  polite,  never 
omitting  small  attentions  to  those  about  him,  yet  paying  those  attentions  in 
a  manner  that  never  lessened  his  own  dignity."  Dr.  Daggett's  account  says  : 
'*  In  the  lattei-  part  of  his  life  he  was  cori)ulent.  His  constitution  was  vigor- 
ous, and  his  mind  almost  singularly  energetic.  The  stipend  which  he 
received  from  his  parishioners  consisted  of  an  annual  salary  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars,^  and  the  use  of  a  parsonage  lot,  which  furnished  him  with 
woo<l,  and  a  little  pasture.  With  his  patrimony  he  purchased  a  farm  of  about 
seventy  acres  of  moderately  good  land,  and  a  decent  house.  He  had  fifteen 
children,  ten  of  whom  were  married  during  his  life  and  one  aftei'  his  death. 
The  remaining  ff)ur  died  while  young.  This  numerous  family  he  educated 
with  the  means  which  liavr  l)een  mentioned  in  a  manuiT  superior  to  what  is 
usually  found   in  similar  circumstances,  entertaincil   much  connjany  in  a  style 


-ivaKU,  Vol.  1,  |).  47.J. 
-:•    >\  iiH  the  dauKhter  of  Iluliljnii  SaviiKC,  wlio?*e  mother  \va-  Hannah,  •hiiiRhtt^rot  llie  llrst  Kilwanl 
Tyiig.    -Mrn.  Weld  dldl  .June  'J,  1731.    She  l»  relcnud  to  as  "  a(?c>l  molhcr." 
'  Sec  Town  ICccinlH.  3d  !».,  p.  *:i. 

'  The  deH<;ri|itlon  of  liU  pemoiial  appearance  In  an  (^Iveii  to  the  author  hy  a  >{reat>{nini|ilauKhter  of 
Mr.  Weld.  Her  father  Intended  to  i;oiTect  the  errors  In  Dr.  Dwlght'8  account,  but  tlie  Intention  was 
DOt  fuiniled. 

"It  would  Mcein  thai  Mr.  Weld'H  "  NecCMsltles,"  mentioned  hy  anticipation  In  hi-  letter  of  aci'cptaiice, 
had  Increaned  an<l  In  coMnei|ueMc(!  hlH  halary  also. 
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of  genuine  hospitality,  and  was  always  prepared  to  contril)ute  to  the  neces- 
sities of  others. 

"  For  the  regulation  of  his  domestic  concerns  Mr.  Weld  prescribed  to  him- 
self and  his  family  a  fixed  system  of  rules,  which  were  invariably  observed 
and  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  pleasantness  and  prosperity  of  his  life.  His 
children,  laborers,  and  servants  submitted  to  them  with  cheerfulness,  and  his 
house  became  the  seat  of  absolute  industry,  peace,  and  good  order.  Break- 
fast was  on  the  table  precisely  at  six  o'clock  ;  dinner,  at  twelve  ;  and  supper, 
at  six  in  the  evening.  After  supper  he  neither  made  visits  himself  nor  per- 
mitted any  of  his  family  to  make  them. 

"  His  observation  of  the  Sabbath  was  peculiarly  exemplary.  He  permitted 
no  acts  to  be  done  in  his  house  on  that  day  except  such  as  were  acts  of 
necessity  and  mercy  in  the  strictest  sense. 

"  Mr.  Weld  was  naturally  of  a  very  ardent  disposition.  Yet,  so  entirely  had 
he  acquired  an  ascendency  over  his  temper,  that  a  censurable  or  imprudent  act 
is  not  kn(jwn  to  have  been  done  by  him,  nor  an  improper  word  uttered.  To 
vice  and  licentiousness  in  ever}'  form  he  gave  no  indulgence  either  in  his 
conversation  or  his  public  instructions.  On  the  contrary,  idleness,  intemper- 
ance, profaueness,  and  all  kinds  of  immoral  conduct  were  reproved  by  him 
with  undeviating  severity.  His  example  in  the  practice  of  every  virtue  was 
such  as  to  create  in  all  classes  of  men  entire  veneration  for  his  character.  It 
is  doubted  whether  any  person  ever  uttered  a  reproach  against  Mr.  Weld. 

"  Nor  was  his  piety  less  remarkable.  Since  the  days  of  the  Apostles,  it  is 
questioned  whether  his  zeal,  fidelity,  and  intrepidity  in  the  cause  of  his 
divine  Master  have  been  excelled.  During  the  long  period  of  fifty-five  years 
he  was  never  once  detained  from  the  pulpit  by  disease  nor  from  any  other  of 
his  pastoral  duties.  His  prayers  were  wholly  formed  by  himself  and  adapted 
with  strict  propriety  to  the  various  occasions  on  which  they  were  made.  They 
were  pertinent,  solemn,  and  impressive.  His  sermons  were  written,  and  were 
usually  delivered  without  variation  from  his  notes.  Yet  at  times  he  addressed 
his  congregation  extemporaneously  in  a  manner  eminently  forcible  and 
affecting. 

"  In  his  parochial  visits  he  was  accustomed  to  address  the  truths  and 
duties  of  the  gospel  to  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  the  family  and  never 
lost  sight  of  the  eternal  interests  of  his  congregation.  And,  while  he  admin- 
istered the  balm  of  life  to  the  wounded  spirit,  he  addressed  the  most  solemn 
alarms,  as  well  as  the  most  pungent  reproofs,  to  stubbornness  and  impiety. 

"Mr.  Weld  continued  his  labors  to  the  Sabbath  before  his  death  without 
any  visible  decline  in  his  powers  either  of  body  or  mind.  On  that  Sabbath 
he  preached  two  sermons  from  these  words  :  '  He  that  believeth,  and  is  bap- 
tized, shall  be  saved  ;  and  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned.'  On  the 
Tuesday  following  he  rode  in  his  chaise  to  Providence,  ten  miles,  returned 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  walked  into  the  house;  told  his  wife  that 
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he  was  unwoll,  it'tiuesti'd  luT  tt)  opi-ii  a  window,  as  Ik-  found  a  dillicnlty 
ill  l)rcatliinii-,  sat  down,  and  instantly  expired  of  an  Apoplexy.  So  well 
wi'ie  his  secular  concerns  arranged  for  his  departure  that  the  settleiueut 
of  his  estate  cost  less  than  iive  dollars.  His  excellent  wife  survived  him 
mauy  years  and  died  after  she  had  passed  the  ;it>e  of  ninety,  universally 
lamented. 

'*  At  the  (U-atli  of  Mr.  ^^^■id  only  one  of  Ids  congregation  was  living,  of 
those  who  assisted  in  his  settlement.  Ilis  parishioners  showed  their  sense  of 
the  loss  which  they  sustained  in  his  death  l)y  a  universal  mourning."  (The 
town  voted  to  assume  the  funeral  expenses.) 

••The  house  of  this  gentleman  was  the  resort  of  many  distinguished 
persons  from  Rt)ston,  Providence,  and  various  other  parts  of  New  Knglaud, 
anil  in  no  house  were  they  receivi-d  and  treated  with  more  hosj^itality.  His 
manners  were  at  once  dignified  and  polite,  and  every  member  of  his  family 
was  courteous  and  well  bred.  Notliing  was  seen  among  them  but  harmony 
and  good  will. 

••That  with  such  an  income  Mr.  Weld  could  support  so  large  a  family  and 
livi-  in  so  hospitable  a  manner  will  certainly  excite  not  a  little  wonder.  The 
I'xiilanation  is  found  in  his  industry,  regularity,  and  exactness  iu  all  his 
concerns.  Everything  was  managed  in  such  a  manner  that  almost  in  the 
literal  sense  nothing  was  lost. 

••  '  In  my  opinion.'  adds  JNIr.  D.,  '  Mr.  Weld  was  a  more  strict  observer  of 
tlir  diviiif  hiw  and  more  eminently   holy  than  any    man   whom   I   ever  knew.' 

••  •  IV'iiiiit  iiie  to  subjoin,'  saj^s  Dr.  Dwight,  'that  if  all  cU'igyiiu'ii  sus- 
tained the  same  character  and  lived  in  the  same  iii:iiiiht  tlu'  world  would 
speedily  assume  a  new  aspect  and  its  inhabitants  a  lu'w  fliai  actcr."  "' 

Mr.  Weld  married  '  Mary  Fox,  of  ^\'ol»lll■l^  who  died  .lanuarv  7,  IT'.HI,  in 
thv-  ninety-third  year  of  her  age.  He  had  by  her  fifteen  cliildrcii.  four  sons 
and  eleven  daughters,  several  of  whom  were  married,  as  follows  :  Jonathan 
Phillirook.  of  Boston,  to  Dorothy  ^^^■ld,  August  7.  17.")'.>;  Kev.  Oliver  Noble, 
of  Newburyp(jit,  to  Lucy  Weld.  May  l."i.  1 7r.()  ;  Dr.  Cardee  Parker,  of 
Coventry,  Conn.,  to  Mary  Weld.  April  l.i.  1 7(i_'.  iiy  Haliijah  Weld;  Caleb 
l-'iilh-r.  of  Wimlsor,  coiintv  of  Ware,  Maine,  to  llannali  ^\  rid.  ( )cloli('r  2N, 
1702;  Hev.  Kzra  WcM  to  Anna  Weld.  February  '.»,  17fil  ;  Kev.  Oakes  Shaw," 
of  Harnstable,  to  Flizabeth  Weld.  .Inly  I'.i,  1761;  Hev.  Timothy  Alden.'' of 
Yarmr.iith.  to  Sanih  Weld,  November  -JO,  1770;  l-:iip|ia/  Day.  of  AttK'- 
borough.  to  iMiniee  \\'eld. 

Mr.  Weld  was  buried  at  Sinitli  Attleboroiigh  within  his  own  parish,  and  his 
wife  al.-.o.      ( )ii  his  gravestone  is  the  following  inscription:  — 

"'•The    Kfv.  Mr.  Hul.l.iuli  \Vi|.|  <>|    Altlil».ri)ii)fli,  nml   Mis;*  .Mary  Fox  of  Wulimii,  IntoiiUoiiM  of 
inmrtiiKC  fiit^rcl  Au^- •'"lli.  ITX." 
'  ru-v.  Oiiktr"  nliuw,  gruriiiriitlii-r  uf  ChnrleN  .).  Sliiiw. 
Ki:v.  'riinolli)   Al<lcri  wiih  Uic  iiiiOinr  i>l  Aiiicrlc^uii  K|ill:i|ihH  In  :i  \'(>U. 
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The  Reiuains  of  the  Euv.  Habijah  AVeld 
M.  A.  late  the  faithful,  worthy  aud  be- 
loved pastor  of  the  tirst  Church  of  Christ 
in  Attleborough. 
He  was  lioru  Sept.  2d,  1702 
He  was  ordained  Oct.  1st.  1727 
He  died  May  Uth,  1782,  in  the  SOth  year 
of  his  age,  and  the  55th  of  liis  pastorate. 
Farewell,  vaiu  world,  as  thou  hast  been  to  me, 
Dust  and  a  shadow  —  these  I  leave  with  thee, 
The  unseen  vital  substance  I  commit 
To  him  that 's  Substance,  Life,  Light,  Love  to  it. 

The  following  is  the  inscription  on  his  wife's  gravestone  :  — 

January  7th,  1799, 
Departed  this  life,  Mrs.  Mary  Weld 
Relict  to  the  late  Kev.  Habijah  Weld 
of  Attleborough,  in  the  93d  year  of 
her  age. 

Passenger,  aspire  to  her  age, 

But  to  imitate  her  life 

As  a  real  ornament 

To  the  Christian  profession. 

In  1728  a  new  meetinghouse  was  built  by  the  town.  May  13,  1728,  the 
town  voted  to  enlarge  the  meetinghouse  by  making  an  addition  of  twenty 
feet  to  the  north  end.  Bnt  in  September  following  sixty-two  individuals 
engaged  by  subscription  to  advance  the  snra  of  £234  10s.,  in  addition  to  their 
proportion  of  the  taxes,  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  new  meeting- 
house, if  the  town  would  agree  to  build  anew,  instead  of  enlarging  the  old 
house.  This  money  was  to  be  paid  within  the  space  of  one  year  and  eight 
months;  and  timber,  boards,  etc.,  these  men  would  furnish  at  the  marketable 
prices,  "  All  which  when  advanced  as  above  sd.  shall  be  for  ye  use  of  ye 
Whole  Town  as  absolutely  as  though  the  Town  by  a  Tax  had  done  sd.  work." 

The  town  accordingly  voted  November  28,  1728,  to  build  a  new  meeting- 
house and  ordered  it  to  be  fifty  feet  in  length,  forty  feet  in  breadth,  and  of 
a  suitable  height  for  one  tier  of  galleries,  and  that  it  "  shall  stand  on  a  little 
hill  on  the  north  side  of  the  Pound,  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  rods  from  the  old 
meeting  house."  It  was  also  voted  "  that  those  parts  of  the  town  which  may 
be  hereafter  set  off  as  a  precinct  or  town  shall  have  the  money  repaid  to 
them,  which  they  now  pay  towards  the  new  meeting  house." 

The  town  constituted  one  parish  until  April  7,  1743,  when  it  was  divided 
into  "two  distinct  and  separate"  parishes  or  precincts  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature.     The  west  constituted  the  first,  and  the  east  the  second  precinct. 

EXTRACTS    FROM    THE    RECORDS    OF    THE    FIRST    PARISH. 

The  ministerial  house  and  lands  were  sold  in  1737. 

September  18,  1744.  The  sum  of  £12  14s.  was  granted  to  the  second 
precinct.     This  was  probabW  a  part  of  their  share  in  the  meetinghouse. 
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Maicli  I'l,  1777.'  'V\\v  s:il:irv  <»t'  llifir  iiiinistt'i'.  'Six .  Wt-ld,  was  £66 
13s.  -Id.  September  -Jl.  177H.  Voteil  to  raise  Kev.  Mr.  Weld's  salaiy  to 
S60U.  Paper  eiinenev  wa.s  miuli  di'i^eciated.  September  2*J,  17711,  voted  to 
double  iiis  salary   for  the  year. 

March  "Jn,  17su.  A  ineetinu,  was  called  "  to  see  if  the  Precinct  will 
apply  to  some  one  to  assist  Mr.  Weld,  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  under  his 
present  indisposition  of  body,"  etc.  ''  Voted  that  the  two  Deacons  see  that 
the  pulpit  is  supplied  in  case  Mr.  Weld  is  unable  to  pieach."  Any  labors  in 
this  direction  were  unnecessary,  as  has  been  seen. 

.lune  ;i,  17^<■2.  A  meeting  was  held  ••  to  see  if  the  Piecinct  will  agree  to 
pay  the  funeral  charges  of  the  Rev.  INIr.  Weld,  late  of  Attleborough, 
deceased."  This  was  done.  2d.  "  To  see  if  tiie  Precinct  will  choose  a 
committee  to  seek  a  supply  occasioned  by  the  death  of  our  late  Pastor." 

From  this  time  till  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Wildei-  in  17tU)  —  nearly  eight 
years  —  the  parish  was  destitute  of  a  settled  minister.  The  people  were  very 
much  divided  on  this  subject.  Many  unsuccessful  attempts  were  made  to 
settle  a  minister;  numerous  candidates  were  called,  but  the  people  could 
make  no  choice.  They  had  been  long  united  and  harmonious  under  the 
ministry  of  Mr.  Weld  ;  some  diversity  of  oi)inioii  and  alirnation  of  feeling 
were  to  be  expected  after  so  long  a  calm. 

August  27.  1782.  Voted  "to  hire  Rev.  IMr.  Morey  six  weeks  longer." 
October  30,  17x2,  a  meeting  was  called  "  to  see  if  the  Precinct  will  give  Mr. 
Morey  a  call  to  settle  in  the  miuistiy."  1st.  "'Voted  to  give  him  a  call." 
2d.      •'  \'oted  to  re-consider  it." 

Keliruarv  2C,,  Mx;).  Voted  "  to  treat  witli  a  conniiitti'e  in  second  Precinct 
relative  to  Ministerial  Lands."  There  was  a  dispute  l)etween  the  two  parishes 
for  a  long  time  in  regard  to  their  relative  rights  to  these  lands,  which  was 
finally  terminated,  I  believe,  by  payment  of  a  certain  sum  to  the  second  parish. 
At  the  same  meeting,  "voted  to  hire  Rev.  Mr.  Bradford  three  months." 
\'oted  "  to  l>uy  one  hundred  sermons,  delivered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Thacher.^on  the 
death  of  Rev.  Mr.  Weld."  Voted  '*  to  apply  to  Rev.  Mr.  Spalding,  of  Kil- 
lingly.  Coini.  tf)  come  and  preach  a  few  weeks."  August  l.s,  17.S3.  \'oted 
"  tti  send  to  the  Prcsidfiit  of  Vale  College  to  send  us  a  candidate."  He 
accoidingly  sent  tjicni  a  young  man  who.  it  apjx'ars.  was  not  acceptable. 
Octolter  2'.'.  I7.s;'>.  "  \'otcd  to  choosi'  a  c-ommittee  to  consult  lawyer  Brad- 
ford '  conci'rning  the  Ministerial  Lands." 

'The  1ai«t  nicH-tliiK  uii'Icr  Uie  I'rovlnclal  (JovcniiiiunI  —  Miircli,  ITTil  —  was  wnnicil  us  usual  "  In  tin- 
nnmc  of  lit**  Majt-nty,  tin-  K\\\k  of  KiiKlaml,"  etc.;  liut  llic  iicxi  one,  ITlli  Sc|i|cii>Ikm-,  was  wanii'il  "  In 
the  nanic  of  ilicso  .Slnl«'n,  an<l  In  lidialf  of  tin-  kooiI  iiro|ilc  of  tlil>*  I'rovlnrc,"  ric. 

>Tln-  llrxi  Mi'tllcMJ  nilnlsiLT  of  tin-  st-cond  iircclncl.  It  was  ik'llvciT'l  liclorr  Mr.  Weill's  |>nrlsliloi)cr8 
llif  8nl>l>nlti  afur  IiIh  Mcntli,  ami  |iul>llshui|. 

'  lU-v.  NapliUill  l)a){|{i?U.  '•'  tilt"  town,  wlilcli  Ih  tliu  nubon  uf  lliulr  a|>|ill<'atlon  (o  hhn. 

<Tlil«  nrmiropl  WHH  afU'rwanlH  l.luutenanl-ljovernoi'  of  lUiodo  Islnml,  a  man  very  popular  at  that 
time  In  IiIh  profc'optlon.  lie  wan  a  ileHCi'iKlant  of  Uovernor  llraiUoril.  Set-  Mr.  Uyiler's  HloKraphlral 
Xollce. 
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December  15,  17S8,  Rev.  Mr.  Britt  was  preaching  as  a  candidate;  subse- 
quently Rev.  Mr.  Avery,  then  a  Mr.  March,  Mr.  Hart,  of  Preston,  Conn., 
Mr.  Damon,  Mr.  Plum.  "  Voted  to  send  for  Mr.  Huntington  to  preach  for 
us."  Before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Wilder  many  other  names  of  candidates 
appear.  80  irreconcilable  were  the  feelings  or  opinions,  or  both,  of  the 
parish  that  it  seemed  next  to  impossible  to  make  a  selection.  iSo  great 
was  the  distress  of  the  people  amidst  their  divisions  that  they  at  last 
appointed  a  ''  Fast  on  account  of  their  present  difficulties."  In  this  they  hit 
upon  the  right  expedient,  for  it  seemed  to  have  a  very  happy  effect,  as  they 
soon  after  agreed  on  a  candidate,  the  Rev.  John  Wilder,  who  at  a  meeting 
January  4,  1790.  gave  an  answer  accepting  the  proposals  of  the  parish, 
which  terminated  their  long  and  troublesome  contest. 

Mr.  Wilder  was  born  in  Templeton,  Conn.,  March  12,  1758.  His  parents 
were  Jonas  and  Elizabeth  Wilder,  who  removed  to  Lancaster  (N.  H.?)  in 
1776.  He  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1784,  studied  theology  with 
Dr.  Hart,  of  Preston,  Conn.,  and  was  ordained  here  January  27,  1790. 
The  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Dr.  Levi  Hart,  his  theological  instructor, 
and  was  published  September  2,  1790.  Mr.  Wilder  married  J^sther  Tyler, 
daughter  of  Colonel  Samuel  Tyler,  of  Preston.  Conn.  She  died  January 
19,  1811.  His  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Austin,  of  New  Hartford, 
Conn.,  sister  of  Dr.  E.  D.  Griffin.  She  died  at  Austingburg  in  March,  1847, 
aged  seventy-two. 

Mr.  Wilder  published  several  addresses:  "A  Discourse  on  the  Federal 
Fast,"  delivered  May  9,  1798,  printed  b}'  Nathaniel  and  Benjamm  Heaton 
at  Wrentham  ;  an  "  Address  to  the  Attleliorough  Agricultural  Society."  etc., 
delivered  February  22,  1805,  printed  at  Providence  by  Heaton  and  Williams  ; 
a  funeral  sermon  on  the  death  of  Elisha  May,  November,  1811  ;  '"  A  Funeral 
Discourse  on  the  Death  of  Dea.  Lane." 

Mr.  Wilder  was  dismissed  November  28,  1822.     He  had  been  the  settled 

minister  of  the  parish  upwards  of  thirty-two  years.     He  died  February  12, 

1836.     He   left   numerous    children.     One    daughter,    Eliza,    married   Hon. 

Lemuel   May,    of    this    town.     She    died    in    1831,    aged    thirty-nine.     Mr. 

Wilder   was  buried   in    this    town,    and  Rev.    Elisha  Fiske,   of    Wrentham, 

preached    his    funeral    sermon.     The    inscription    on    his    gravestone    is    as 

follows  :  — 

Eev.  John  Wilder. 

Au  able  and  devoted  Minii^ter 

of  Jesus  Christ,  and  for 

more  than  33  years. 

Pastor  of  the  First 

Congregational  Church 

in  this  town. 

Died  Fel..  12th,  1836, 

Aged  77  rears. 
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To  him  suc'i-oodoil  Kov.  Thomas  Williams,  formerly  of  Counecticut,  who 
was  installed  September  29,  ls-_>4.  His  connection  with  the  parish  was 
dissolved   December  11,  1827. 

The  next  settled  minister  was  Kov.  Charles  J.  Warren,  who  was  ordained 
February  2H,  1828,  and  dismissed  .luly  9,  1880.  He  died  in  New  York  in 
1883.  aged  eighty-six. 

After  the  dismissal  of  -Air.  Warren.  Kev.  Mr.  Chapin  became  the  pastor. 
He  was  over  the  church  from  ISoO  to  is;'.;'..  To  him  in  the  latter  year  suc- 
ceeded the  Kev.  Samuel  Colburn.  He  died  in  New  York,  December  19,  1854. 
Rev.  Mr.  Ober  was  the  pastor  in  ISol. 

Rev.  .lohn  .M.  !>.  Bailey  was  the  next  pastor.  He  was  born  in  Dunbarton, 
N.  H..  June  .').  1S07.  the  son  of  William  and  Susannah  Bailey.  He  spent 
some  years  in  thr  family  of  his  uncle,  Kev.  Abraham  Burnham.  i>.i)..  of 
Pembroke.  From  an  early  age  he  earnestly  desired  to  obtain  a  collegiate 
education  and  to  enter  one  of  the  learned  professions.  He  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  a  timi'  under  great  ilirliculties.  both  from  ill  health  and  restricted 
means,  and  tinally  abandoned  the  idea  of  a  college  course  and  entered  a  law- 
yer's oflice  in  Albany,  N.  Y.  At  the  end  of  three  years,  instead  of  com- 
mencing the  practice  of  the  law,  he  entered  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Gilmanton.  N.  H.,  to  study  for  the  ministry.  He  remained  there  four  years. 
He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Suffolk  North  Association.  April  2;3,  18:^9. 
After  a  time  he  came  to  this  parish  to  preach  as  a  candidate  and  soon 
received  a  call  to  become  pastor  of  the  church. 

He  was  ordained  here  December  ;^0,  1840,  Professor  Warner,  from  (Jilnian- 
ton.  coming  to  preach  the  sermon.  His  ministry  lasteil  but  ten  years,  and 
during  all  that  time  his  feel)le  health  was  the  cause  of  hindrances  and  inter- 
ruptions in  his  work.  At  the  end  of  the  tenth  year  he  resigned  his  charge, 
the  resignation  V)eing  sent  to  the  society  fi'om  his  sick-room.  He  dieil  Feb- 
rnarv  24.  18."»1,  after  a  protracted  and  painful  illness. 

He  married  in  1^41  Sarah  .M..  daughter  of  Deacon  Caleb  .lolinson,  of 
Manchester,  N.  H.  She  <lied  at  Wallaston,  Maine,  .June  7,  188.'».  and  was 
binied  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetiu'v  1)V  the  side  of  her  husband. 

Mr.  Bailey  prepared  an  address  for  the  consecration  of  Mount  Hope  Ceme- 
tery, which  took  i)lace  .Inly  2,  18.')0.  'i'liis  was  read  on  tlie  occasion,  he 
being  loo  feeble  to  deliver  it  himself.      After  his  death  it  was  jjublished. 

Rev.  Mr.  r.lodgftt.  of  I'MWtucket,  in  |)i-eacliing  .Mr.  I'.ailey's  fmieral 
sermon,  said  :  "  He  had  done  his  work.  And  our  wonder  is,  that  he  was  so 
long  enabled  In  sustain  at  all  the  labors  of  the  luinistiy,  and  to  accomplish 
as  much  as  he  did.  He  was  a  man  (jf  mulouhtad  piety.  The  most  intimate 
and  famili.'ir  ac(juaintance  has  U-ft  the  c<Mivi(iif)n  undoubted,  that  he  was  a 
man  of  deep  religi(»UH  experieiKu.'.  of   ar<lent  -Awd  tlntrough  piety. 

•  'Ihe  deceased  wa.s  candid,  cautious,  anil  conscientious  in  his  judgment  of 
men,   their  f»piniuns,  (character,   motives   and    acts.      Holding  his  (»wn   views 
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with  a  sufficient  firmuess  and  self-reliance,  he  would  tolerate  a  difference  of 
views  in  others,  without  severe  reprehension,  or  cold  repulsion. 

"  A  favorite  object  with  him,  not  only  for  the  accommodation  of  his  own 
family,  but  for  the  good  of  the  church  and  society,  and  the  comfort  of  his 
successors  in  the  pastoral  office,  was  the  erection  of  a  parsonage.  This 
object  he  lived  to  see  accomplished  very  much  to  his  mind,  in  the  commodious 
house,  from  which  he  was  carried  to  the  house  appointed  for  all  the  living. 

"  His  services,  as  a  preacher,  in  all  the  pulpits  of  this  vicinity,  were  ever 
highly  acceptable  and  creditable  both  to  his  intellect  and  his  heart.  In  his 
Association  he  was  a  '  Brother  beloved  '  and  respected  for  Christian  candor, 
courtesy  and  benevolence,  —  for  his  exhibition  of  so  much  of  the  '  meekness 
and  gentleness  of  Christ,'  and  for  his  attainments  in  Christian  theology,  and 
religious  experience." 

Mr.  Bailey  died  at  the  age  of  forty -three,  "universally  respected  and 
much  lamented."  He  had  taken  an  active  interest  in  everything  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  the  communitj^,  "  especially  in  the  cause  of  common  school 
education."  As  a  man  his  character  was  appreciated  and  his  labors  esti- 
mated at  their  proper  value.  After  his  death  the  choice  of  a  lot  was  offered 
Mrs.  Bailey  by  the  proprietors  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery.  A  subscription 
was  started,  to  which  generous  responses  were  made,  sufficient  to  procure 
a  handsome  monument.  On  July  2,  18.51,  the  anniversary  of  the  dedica- 
tion, his  remains  were  removed  to  the  cemetery  •'  and  the  monument  erected 
with  appropriate  ceremonies." 

•'It  is  a  shaft,  seven  feet  high,  of  white  marble,  and  contains  the  follow- 
ing expressive  inscription  :  — 

In  Memory  of 

Rev.  .John  M.  B.  Biiiley, 

Pastor  of  the  First  Congregutiona]  Church  in  Attleborough ; 

Born  in  Dunbarton,  N.  H.,  -June  .5,  1807, 

Orthiined  Dec.  .30, 1840, 

Died  Feb.  24,  18.51,  aged  48  years ; 

Author  of  the  Address  for  the  Consecration  of  this  Cemetery, 

.July  2,  1850. 

Which  now  opens  its  portals  to  enshrine  his  remains 

among  its  earliest  tenants. 

This  Monument  is  erected  by  the  Citizens  of  Attleborough, 

as  a  token  of  their  gratitude  for 

his  services  in  the  cause  of  Education,  their  high 

respect  for  the  many 

virtues  of  his  ministerial  and  private  life,  their  deep 

regret  lor  his  early  decease,  and  their 

lasting  regard  for  his 

memory. 

'  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  Righteous, 
And  let  my  last  end  be  like  his.' " 

Rev.  S.  B.  Morly  was  ordained  here  July  9,  1851,  and  dismissed  March 
.25,  1857. 
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Rev.  H.  C  C'll:l^^t.^  of  CuiikU-h.  Maine,  was  lu-liiiii  pastor  from  Auuiist  23, 
18o7,  to  December  •_'.').  \^iVl.  and  Rev.  David  IWeed  from  Mareli  1.  18G3,  to 
Mnreh  1,  ISGC. 

Rev.  II.  P.  De  Foiest  eame  to  the  clinreli  in  .lanuary,  1807,  and  was  dis- 
missed ill  Januarv.  1869. 

The  next  was  the  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  Joini  ^Vilitellill.  He  was  liorn 
iu  Paisk'v,  Scotland,  August  11,  1833,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his 
fatiier's  family  when  he  was  eleven  years  of  age.  He  lifted  for  college  partly 
under  the  private  instruction  of  Rev.  George  A.  Oviatt,  of  Chicopee,  INIass., 
and  partly  J^t  ISIonson  Academy,  from  which  institution  lie  went  to  Amherst 
College  in  l8o4.  He  graduated  in  18.58  and  went  immediately  to  Andover 
Theological  Seminary,  graduating  from  there  in  1861. 

Before  leaving  the  seminary  he  had  been  invited  to  preach  at  the  Congre- 
gational church  in  South  AVilbraham,  now  Hampden,  INIass.  He  conuuenced 
hi.s  labors  there  as  soon  as  his  course  of  study  was  completed,  and  was 
ordained  and  installed  there  December  11  of  the  same  year,  1861.  In 
18r)7  he  offered  his  resignation,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  solicitation  of  his 
people  and  remained  another  year.  In  -June,  1868,  having  l»een  again  pre- 
sented, his  resignation  was  accepted. 

After  this  he  preached  for  a  few  months  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  iu 
Liverpool,  N.  Y.  (near  Syracuse),  but  his  father's  death  in  the  autumn  of 
1868  recalled  him  to  the  east.  His  labors  in  this  town  began  in  the  spring 
of  1869,  about  ^larch  28.  a  few  months  after  his  predecessor.  Rev.  INIr. 
De  Forest,  had  left  the  chui'ch. 

Mr.  Whitehill  at  once  identilieil  iiimself  with  the  interests  not  only  of  his 
cliurch  and  |)arish,  but  with  those  (jf  the  entire  town.  He  has  lu'en  repeat- 
edly elected  to  j)ositions  of  trust,  and  almost  continuously  since  becoming 
a  resident,  besides  laljoring  faithfully  and  acceptably  among  his  own  iH'o|ile, 
he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  pul)lic  work  for  the  town. 

He  was  chosen  a  menil)er  of  tiie  school  committee  in  l.S7()  and  was  chair- 
man of  the  same  until  1.S7.0,  in  which  year  he  resigned  tlii'  position.  In 
18H3  he  was  reelected  a  member  of  the  school  committee,  continuing  until 
November,  1885,  when  he  again  resigned.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Imild- 
iiig  committee  wliicli  in  IHHj  erected  the  two  town  High  School  Imildings, 
and  held  tln'  same  position  when  in  1.S8I  thri-e  new  liuildings  were  erected  of 
a  sulllcienl  capacity  to  accoinnMHiatc  ten  of   Ihc  common  schools. 

In  IHM-J  he  was  chosen  Reprt^sentative  to  the  State  Legislatine  and  the 
following  year  was  rei-lected  to  the  same  ollice.  The  nomination  to  this 
position  was  unsolicited  on  Ihc  part  of  Mr.  Wliihliill.  it  was  entirely  the 
gift  of  his  fellow-citi/,enf<,  a  proof  of  their  conhiU-nce  and  regard  and  woithy 
of  special  notice  in  Ihese  days  of  vote   buyi'rs  and   public  ollice  s]»ccnIators. 

November  2H,  1861,  Mr.  Whitehill  was  married  to  Clara  .) .  llinil.  of 
Sudburv.    Mass.     She    dif(l    November    m,     ImC,.'),    IcaxiuL:    one    son,    Fdwin 
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Hunt  AVliitehill,  born  October  30,  1865,  and  a  graduate  from  Amherst 
College  in  the  class  of  1887.  May  4.  1869,  Mr.  Whitehill  married  Lizzie 
A.  Parmenter,  of  Sudlnirv.  Their  children  are  Clara,  born  June  14,  1870  ; 
Florence,  lK)ru  June  1,  1872,  died  July  31,  1873  ;  Robert,  born  May  5,  1874; 
Alfred,  born  July  8,  1876  ;  Miriam,  born  January  22,  1879  ;  Walter,  born 
April  16,  1881  ;  Hilda,  born  May  3,  1883:  Philip,  born  February  10,  1886. 
(Mrs.  Whitehill  died  January  13,  1890.) 

The  present  meetinghouse  is  the  third  in  this  society  and  was  built  in  the 
summer  of  1828,  the  building  l)efore  built,  the  second,  having  stood  just 
a  century.  It  was  dedicated  January  1,  1829,  and  is  now  substautially  the 
same  as  when  first  erected.  Externally  there  have  been  no  alterations,  and 
internally  only  slight  changes,  such  as  removing  pew  doors,  lowering  the 
pulpit  platform,  making  space  for  the  large  organ,  and  decorating  with  more 
modern  paint  and  paper,  with  carpets  to  correspond,  such  as  the  taste  of  the 
present  day  demands. 

Some  of  the  oldtirae  customs  of  this  church  and  society  are  still  kept 
up.  Mr.  Henry  F.  May,  who  has  been  chorister  for  man}-  years,  still  leads 
the  singing  "  on  the  Lord's  day,"  and  IMrs.  May  presides  at  the  organ.  The 
annual,  cheerful  social  gathering  of  friends  and  former  residents  of  the 
parish  with  the  present  dwellers  therein  still  continues.  The  mere  mention 
of  the  clambake  of  Red  Rock  Hill  will  call  a  host  of  pleasant  recollections 
to  many  minds.  One  lad}',  a  native  of  the  parish,  but  a  resident  of  the  east 
precinct  for  many  years,  tells  with  pride  tJiat  she  has  attended  twenty -three 
of  these  gatheiiugs.     May  she  l>e  spared  to  attend  yet  more. 

A  curious  fact  is  related  of  the  old  parsonage  house  in  which  Mr.  Weld  — 
the  pastor  for  above  half  a  century  —  dwelt.  Mr.  Samuel  Duuster,  the 
present  occupant,  when  taking  down  the  great  square  chimney  some  years 
since,  found  in  it  part  of  a  gravestone  with  the  name  Weld  inscribed  upon 
it.  The  conjecture  is  that  "the  stone  must  have  been  spoiled  in  the  mak- 
ing "  and  then  utilized  by  being  built  into  the  house  chimney,  a  conjecture 
entirely  consistent  with  what  we  know  of  Mr.  Weld  and,  indeed,  of  the 
times,  when  of  necessity  the  people  literally  fulfilled  the  scriptural  injunction 
to  "  gather  up  the  fragments  that  remain,  that  nothing  be  lost." 

The  Drapers  still  follow  the  time-honored  fashion  of  having  a  family  gath- 
ering on  Thanksgiving  Day.  Of  the  fourteen  children  in  the  present  family 
who  lived  to  grow  up,  the  youngest  is  over  fifty  years  of  age  ;  the  oldest  is 
still  living  —  as  are  several  between  —  and  is  still  prominent  in  this  society. 

There  are  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  the  original  members  of 
the  First  Church.  There  were  upwards  of  thirty  families  in  the  town  at  the 
time  of  its  incorporation.  As  a  larger  proportion  of  the  inhalntants  in  those 
,days  were  church  members  than  is  the  case  at  the  present  time,  a  conjecture 
may  be  made  as  to  the  membership.     Allowing  but  one  and  a  small  fraction 
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to  each  faiuily,  there  may  j > col ta lily  at  the  fonuatiou  have  lieeii  alioiii  forty 
members;  and  seventeen  years  hitcr,  whi-ii  the  lirst  minister  was  st-ttled.  tliis 
number  may  have  been  somewhat  increased. 

For  thirty  years  tliis  was  the  only  church  in  town,  and  during  tiiat  period 
its  membership  donl)tless  increased  considerably.  Twice  it  has  dismissed 
quite  a  number  of  its  members  to  form  other  churches  in  town,  as  will  be 
seen  in  accounts  following.  It  is  still  the  only  church  ''  within  a  radius  of 
about  three  miles,"  but  its  situation  prevents  its  having  large  additions  to  its 
society.  This  is  in  a  less  populous  part  of  the  town  than  formerly.  Few 
occupations  offer  themselves  there  as  means  of  livelihood  or  of  success  in 
life,  and  therefore  many  of  the  young  peo})le  emigrate. 

The  churdi  has  at  present  sixty-eight  members,  with  an  average  congrega- 
tion of  one  hundrt'(l  and  a  Sabbath-school  averaging  an  attendance  of  ninety- 
five  (1X87). 

BETHANY    CHAPEL. 

During  the  past  thirty  years  religious  services  have  been  held  in  the  school- 
house  at  South  Attleborough,  it  being  diflicult  for  all  living  there  who  desired 
to  do  so  to  attend  the  church  at  "  Old  Town  "  on  account  of  its  distance  from 
the  former  village.  In  1874  a  Sunday-school  was  started  by  Rev.  !Mr. 
Whitehill,  assisted  by  two  young  ladies  of  the  village,  and  in  1.S82  it  was 
decided  to  commence  raising  a  fund  to  build  a  chapel. 

Early  in  the  year  188(5  this  fund  amounted  to  Slv')00,  and  at  that  time  land 
was  given  by  Mr.  William  Coupe.  On  October  15  of  that  year  a  society  was 
organized  and  incorporated  by  law,  calling  itself  the '' Bethany  Chapel  As- 
sociation." Its  president  was  William  Coupe  ;  vice-president,  William  V. 
Shaw;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Damon  A.  White;  and  nine  trustees  were 
elected,  three  of  them  being  ladies. 

Generous  hearts  have  prompted  busy  hands,  and  their  earnest,  continued 
work  has  for  its  result  an  attractive  and  siitliciently  commodious  chapel 
building.  It  is  fifty-six  feet  long,  thirty-five  feet  wide,  contains  an  audience 
room  and  a  Sunday-scliool  room,  over  which  is  a  small  "gallery.  It  is  well 
finishi'd.  and  finnished  in  good  taste,  with  all  the  appointments  modern 
demands  now  make  necessary,  including  a  basement  room  "  for  social  jtnr- 
poses,"  with  a  kitchen  convenient,  "well  snpjilied  with  all  that  is  necessary 
in  such  u  place." 

The  cost  of  IIh.'  building,  furnace,  etc.,  was  S-'i, '.><)(),  of  which  anionnl  all 
but  81,000  has  been  paid,  (lifts  above  this  amount  have  been  presiMited,  of 
fully  ^HOO  in  value.  IJesides  giving  the  land,  ;\Ir.  Coup*'  gave  the  seats;  Mr. 
A.  A.  While,  a  handsome  chandelier  of  twenty  lamps.  :ind  the  w;dl  lamps; 
the  South  Attleborough  .Mission  School  prest-nled  the  organ;  and  .Mr.  Asa 
Robinson  gav«'  the  pulpit  chairs.  The  pulpit,  itible,  bookcase,  and  basement 
furninhingH  are  also  irifts.  The  valiu'  of  the  <"hapel  and  land  is  §."»,000,  nnd 
the  people  of  the  village  deserve  great  credit  for  their  activity  and  earnestness 
in  the  gofxl  work  of  obtaining  the  so  nnich  needed  place  of  worship. 
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The  dedication  took  place  ou  the  eveuiug  of  April  14,  1887,  and  a'  large 
audience  from  all  parts  of  the  town,  from  Pawtucket,  Providence,  and  other 
places,  filled  the  building.  The  exercises  were  interesting  and  included  much 
fine  music.  The  dedication  sermon  was  preached  bv  Rev.  H.  P.  De  Forest, 
of  Taunton.  An  historical  sketch  was  read  by  Mr.  Damon  White,  in  which 
among  other  interesting  facts  it  was  stated  that  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  June, 
1882,  it  was  announced  in  the  Sunday-school  that  fifty  cents  per  week  of 
the  contributions  should  be  given  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  and  the 
remainder  be  kept  toward  the  Iniilding  of  the  chapel.  On  that  vSunday  the 
contribution  was  fifty-two  cents.  The  two  pennies  were  compared  to  a  snow- 
ball, which  ever  increases  as  it  rolls,  until  it  fiuall}'  becomes  very  large  ;  and 
so  the  school  had  been  adding  pennies  and  dollars,  until  at  that  time  the 
''chapel  ])all  "  amounted  to  8762.50,  a  large  sum  compared  with  the  small 
beginning  and  the  length  of  time  the  ball  had  been  rolling. 

So  once  again  the  old  "First  Chuich  "  sends  forth  another  group  of  her 
children  to  work  in  the  "good  old  way"  for  Ihe  world's  welfare,  but  this 
time  —  though  they  have  a  home  of  their  own  —  she  still  keeps  them,  in  a 
measure,  under  her  own  fostering  care,  and  they  may  still"  gather  under  the 
old  roof  which  has  sheltered  them  so  long,  near  the  spot  where  our  fathers 
first  gathered  in  Attleborough  for  the  public  worship  of  God. 

EAST    PARISH.  THE    SECOND    CONGRE(iATIONAL    CHURCH. 

This  parish,  by  a  division  of  the  whole  into  two  parts,  was  separated 
from  the  other  April  7,  1743,  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.  This 
was  done  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature. 

The  towns  originally  in  this  State  constituted  the  religious  societies,  but  in 
the  course  of  time,  as  population  increased,  these  were  divided  territorially  — 
and  by  metes  and  bounds  —  and  all  the  inhabitants  within  these  minutely 
described  territorial  limits  who  had  been  admitted  freemen  were  members  of 
the  societies.  This  was  at  a  time  when  there  were  no  religious  divisions 
among  the  people.  But  in  the  course  of  time  religious  distinctions  arose, 
and  various  provisions  were  made  as  they  became  necessary  to  meet  these 
exigencies. 

The  division  of  this  town  into  two  territorial  parishes  in  1743  was  not 
made  in  consequence  of  any  religious  differences,  none  such  having  then 
arisen,  but  wholly  on  account  of  the  great  inconvenience  to  many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  attending  public  worship  at  such  a  great  distance  from  their 
homes.  This  will  be  readily  understood  when  it  is  remembered  that  at  the 
time  of  its  incorporation  and  up  to  this  time,  a  period  of  almost  fifty  years, 
Attleborough  included  what  is  now  Cumberland,  R.  I., —  an  area  of  over 
seventy  square  miles  in  all,  —  and  the  only  meetinghouse  within  its  limits  was 
the  one  at  Oldtown,  whose  history  has  just  been  traced. 
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The  follo\vii)ii  is  the  Act  '  of  tbe  Legislature  l)y  which  tlie  East  Parish  was 
formed  :  — 

Ah  act  of  the  Cirati'  and  Gcnaral  Court  of  thi«t  liis  inajostio's  iiroviiice  of  the  massaclnisetts 
Bay  in  New  iiiglaml  for  inakiug  the  Easterly  part  of  Attleborough  and  the  Northeasterly  part 
of  Hehobotli  in  to  a  destinet  and  scperate  precinet  aeording  to  the  l)ounds  as  followeth  — 
Beginniiiir  at  a  heep  of  stones  being  the  westerly  corner  of  the  Town  of  Norton  which  stands 
in  the  Town  of  Stoughton  Townsliip.  from  thence  running  westerly  on  Stoughton  line  till  it 
conies  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  called  Ten  mile  hill  —  thence  southerly  on  a  straight  line  two  rods 
to  the  west  of  John  Sweets  barn,  thence  southerly  on  a  straight  line  to  a  rock  in  Ten  mile 
river  —  said  rock  being  a  boumls  l>etween  the  land  of  Henry  Tollman  and  Jacob  Tde  —  and 
from  thence  southerly  on  a  straight  line  till  it  conies  to  a  grate  rock  and  Blackoak  Tree  stand- 
ing near  said  rock  marked  with  the  letter  (/?)  which  is  Kastfrom  the  Dwelling  house  of  llobart 
Titus  in  >aid  Attleborough  —  from  thence  on  Kehobotli  line  half  a  mile.  Then  turning  and 
running  south  one  mile  to  a  corner  —  Then  turnirg  and  running  East  one  degree  North  till  it 
meets  or  comes  to  the  Easterly  Bounds  of  the  old  Town  of  Rehoboth  —  then  on  a  .straight  line 
Northerly  on  said  old  Bounds  to  the  South  Corner  of  the  Town  of  Norton  Being  a  Cedar  Tree 
and  then  Bounding  on  said  Norton  line  till  it  comes  to  the  tirst  mentioned  Corner. 

In  the  house  of  Representatives  April  ye  6:  1743.  Red  and  voted  that  the  Tuhabitance  of 
the  Easterly  part  of  the  Town  of  Attlelmrough  with  their  lands  and  Estates  lying  within  the 
Boundaries  mentioned  in  the  petition  T<igether  with  such  of  the  Inhabitance  and  their  Estates 
Lying  in  the  Northerly  part  of  Rehoboth  as  shall  sigintie  their  consent  to  go  otf  to  said  precinct. 
To  the  parson  to  be  apointed  their  Clerk  within  six  months  hereafter.  Be  ami  hereby  are  .set 
oil'  a  distinct  and  seperate  precinct  and  are  vested  with  all  priveledges  and  Immunities  that 
other  precincts  are  by  Law  Intitled  to :  acordingly  sent  up  lor  concurence :  T.  Cushing, 
Speker. 

In  Couni-il  April  ye 
Tth  174.3 

Read  \-  Concur'd 
.1.  Wiljcrd.  Sect'ry. 
Consented  to.    W.  Shirley. 

Tlie  first  iiiet'tiuu;  of  llu-  parish  was  held  Jiiiu'  (I,  ITlo.  It  was  i-aliod  l)v 
Ephraim  Leonard  and  hehl  at  Th(^iiias  Cooper's  house  for  choice  of  otlicers, 
etc.  Tiionias  French  was  chosen  moderator,  and  Tlionias  Wihnarth  dork. 
Thomas  Wihnartli,  Thomas  F'rench,  and  David  Siiepaidson  wi-rc  ciiosen 
assessors  and  standing  committee.  On  the  twentieth  of  the  same  month  a 
raeetinji  was  called  "■  to  consider  and  see  what  the  parish  will  do  in  order  to 
placing  a  meetinj^  liouse  for  the  pul)lic  worship  of  Go(L'"  This  is  tlu*  first 
record  of  an  attempt  to  huild  a  meetinjihouse  in  this  part  of  the  town.  At 
the  same  time  a  committee  was  chosen  "  to  a.<;ree  with  Mr.  Willis,  or  some 
other  man  for  the  present."  It  was  also  voted  *' to  choose  a  committee  of 
tw*»  wh<i  shonhl  ajiply,  in  the  first  place,  to  Hev.  Mi'.  Willis,  and  if  he  cannot 
be  obtained,  tin  ii  to  Mr.  Head,  and  if  he  cannot  l)e  obtained,  then  to  Mr.  I'eter 
Thacher." 

At  said  meeiiuj^  it  was  voted  to  set  llnir  meetinghouse  on  the  plain  "  where 
the  roads  meet  or  croHs  each  other." 


'Tliln  Act  Ih  roiilvd  from  the  "  Town  Itci-ordH,"  nnil  the  use  of  cipltiiU  .iiid  piincliiatloi)  fn 
»"  ttM^rc  founil,  BH  alHo  Iticornrct  H|iellliiK-—  tKiToK. 
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It  appears  by  the  records  of  the  next  meeting  that  they  had  hired  Mr. 
Thacher  for  a  time.  He  was  the  first  minister  who  preached  here.  He  com- 
menced August  20,  1743,  but  was  not  ordained  and  settled  till  November  30, 
1748,  above  five  years  later. 

September  6,  1743,  "Voted  to  proceed  forthwith  to  build  a  meeting  house 
for  the  public  worship  of  God."  The  house  was  to  be  thirty -five  feet  square 
and  high  enough  for  one  tier  of  galleries.  A  committee  was  chosen  "  to  carry 
on  the  building  of  said  house,"  consisting  of  the  following  gentlemen,  namely, 
John  Sweet,  Joseph  Capron,  Stephen  Wilmarth,  Thomas  Sweet,  and  Obadiah 
Carpenter.  At  a  subsequent  meeting,  October  18,  1743,  "voted  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  relating  to  the  dimensions  of  the  meeting  house,  and  to  build 
one  forty-five  feet  long,  and  thirty-five  feet  wide,  and  high  enough  for  one 
tier  of  galleries."  This  was  the  size  of  the  house  as  it  was  afterwards 
built.  The  meetinghouse  was  commenced  in  the  autumn  of  this  year,  but 
the  interior  was  not  finished  till  several  years  subsequently.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  was  appropriated  for  the  building. 

On  the  1st  of  November  following,  the  parish  made  choice  of  Rev.  Peter 
Thacher  for  their  minister  "  by  a  free  vote"  and  agreed  to  give  him  for  a 
salary  forty  pounds  yearly  for  four  years,  and  at  the  end  of  four  years  to 
give  him  fifty  pounds  per  annum,  "  current  money,"  and  also,  for  a  settlement, 
three  hundred  pounds,  "  old  tenor,"  to  lie  paid  in  four  years,  that  is,  one  quar- 
ter part  each  3'^ear. 

December  21,  1747,  "Voted  to  give  Mr.  Thacher  £600  old  tenor  for  his 
settlement ;  and  also  25  cords  of  wood  yearly." 

October  28,  1748.  Settled  Mr.  Thacher's  salary  at  four  hundred  pounds 
per  annum,  old  tenor,  "reckoning  silver  money  at  fifty-five  shillings  per 
ounce,  and  to  rise  and  fall  as  silver  shall  rise  and  fall,  so  long  as  he  shall 
continue  our  minister."  At  the  same  time  the  parish  "  chose  a  committee  of 
five  to  see  to  the  ordination  of  Rev.  Mr.  Thacher,"  which  took  place  the 
thirtieth  of  the  next  month.  He  continued  the  pastor  until  October  "IQ^ 
1784,  when  he  was  dismissed  by  vote  of  the  parish.  He  had  a  few  months 
previous  to  his  dismission  suffered  an  attack  of  paralysis,  which  rendered 
him  unable  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  station,  and  of  this  attack  he  died 
September  13,  1785,  in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age.  He  preached  in 
this  town  about  forty-one  years  and  was  a  highly  respectable  and  useful 
man. 

He  was  born  in  Middleborough  January  25,  1715,  and  was  the  son  of  Rev. 
Peter  Thacher,  of  that  place.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1737  and 
was  ordained  in  this  place  November  30,  1748. 

November  31,  1749,  he  was  married  to  Bethiah,  oldest  daughter  of  Obediah 
Carpenter,  of  this  town,  by  Rev.  Habijah  Weld.  He  had  ten  children,  seven 
sons  and  three  daughters,  and  several  of  his  descendants  are  living  in  town 
at  the  present  time. 
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The  fullo\vin;j:  is  an  account  uf  liis  coming  to  Attlcborouuli  to  preach  and  of 
his  ordination  l»y  Mr.  Tliacher  himself. 

••  An*;.  -iOth,  174.S,  I  came  to  preacli  to  the  I'rofessors  and  others,  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Easterly  Precinct  in  Atlleltorouiih.  ii|ii>n  piolialion  for  the  work 
of  a  gospel  minister  among  them.  Nov.  1st,  they  gave  me  an  Invitation 
to  settle  among  them  as  such,  —  But  the  death  of  my  Rev.  and  Hon'd. 
Father.  April  1711.  at  Middlel)oro',  and  a  sad,  unchristian  separation  from 
the  church  at  Attleboro'  '  together  with  some  discouragements  of  my  own, 
prevented  me  giving  an  answer  iu  the  allirmative,  till  Sept.  23,  1748. 
Nov.  30,  A  Council  of  six  Churches,  viz.  The  First  Church  of  Christ 
iu  Plymouth,  the  tirst  and  second  of  Wrentham,  the  Church  in  Attleboro', 
the  church  at  Taunton,  and  the  first  Church  of  Christ  in  Middle1>orough, 
convened  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Obadiah  Carpenter  in  the  East  Precinct  iu 
Attleboro'  at  the  desire  of  the  Brethren  there  for  the  purpose  expressed  iu 
their  Letter  of  the  eighth  instant.  The  Council  opened  with  prayer,  half  after 
ten  of  the  clock  A.M.  After  which  the  Council  proceeded  to  examine  rae  as 
to  mv  religious  principles,  and  experiences,  and  motives  to  the  Work  of  the 
ministry  in  general,  and  in  this  place  particularly,  which  being  gone  through 
I  retired,  and  in  a  little  time  was  informed  by  a  messenger  from  the  Council, 
that  they  had  voted  to  proceed  to  the  Ordination.  Immediately  we  went  to 
the  Meeting  house,  a  little  before  or  about  twelve.  The  meeting  was  opened 
with  Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Elias  Havens.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Messenger 
at  my  <lesire  preached  a  Sermon  —  from —  [text  not  given].  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Leonard  presided  in  the  Sohnin  Embo<J>/in(j  of  the  Cliurch  declared 
to  1k'  the  Second  regularly  constituted  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  iu 
Attleboro',  and  then  Solemnly  gave  me  the  Charge  of  Them,  while  his  own 
and  the  hands  of  the  Rev.s  jNIessenger,  Weld,  and  Havens  were  im|)osed. 
The  l{.'v.  Mr.  Weld  gave  the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowshii)." 

"  Ki'v.  Mr.  I  hacher  descended  fr(^m  a  jiious  and  hunoied  ancestry." 
The  progenitor  of  the  family  in  this  country  was  the  Rev.  Peter  Thacher,  of 
Salisbury  (Old  Sarum),  England,  and  it  is  said  was  [jrevented  from  emigrat- 
ing to  this  coiMitiy,  himself,  only  by  sickness  in  his  family.  He  was  pastor  of 
St.  Edmunds  church  in  that  place  from  1()22  t(t  ICld.  the  year  of  his  death. 
The  epita|)h  on  his  gravestone  in  the  old  churchyard  there  reads  thus:  ''  He 
was  a  laltorioUK  minister  in  preaching  the  gospel  of  .Jesus  Christ  to  the 
people  of  St.  Edmunds,  by  the  space  of  XIX  yt:u>."  An  intimate  friend, 
one  Francis  Dove,  added  to  this  inscription  :  "  Let  not  men  move  his  bones. 
F.  I).'" 


'Thin  iiiu«t  rt'fur  lo  u  (rliurrli  wlili-li  cyiinc  liil<i  (;xl»li!iirc  In  iIiIh  town,"  with  tin*  imine  of  the  Sc'imra- 
Unln,  ovtrr  wJilr.h  .Mr.  I>uiilfl  Shr|mriUoii  wun  upliilnvil,  .tanuary  JO,  Hi'."  ThU  rt-fercnci',  fouiul  Iu 
a  lilntorlcfll  iikftrh  of  the  <;hurch  |in;|>iin-<l  by  the  patttor,  Hi-v.  Mr.  Criiiit-,  for  the  ccnUiiiilal  celehra- 
tlnn,  Ik  the  only  oni:  net-n  liy  the  i-illior.  Prohalily  thcic  ScparatUtH  lin<l  hut  a  «li«i-t  t-.xlHtpnce  as  a 
■or.lcty . 
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This  Rev.  Peter  Tlmcher's  sou  Thomas  came  to  this  country  iu  1635  with 
au  uncle.  He  was  then  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  was  educated  at  Harvard 
College  and  subsequently  became  the  first  pastor  of  the  Old  South  Church 
in  Boston.  His  son  Peter  became  the  pastor  of  the  church  at  Milton,  this 
State. 

Peter,  the  son  of  Peter  of  Milton,  was  the  third  minister  of  Middleborough. 
He  married  Mary  Prince,  of  Sandwich,  and  had  ten  children,  of  whom  Peter, 
the  first  minister  of  the  second  parish,  this  town,  was  the  third  child  and 
oldest  son.  A  younger  son,  Oxenbridge  Thacher,  was  "  an  attornej'  of  emi- 
nence "  in  Boston.  Of  him  President  John  Adams  said  :  '•  He  was  the  second 
who  gave  thQ  first  impulse  to  the  Ball  of  Independence,  the  first  being  James 
Otis." 

"  The  descendant  of  such  an  honored  ancestr}^  Mr.  Thacher  is  the  progeni- 
tor of  a  list,  reaching  now  to  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of  those  who 
profess  the  same  faith,  and  some  of  whom  are  called  to  preach  the  same 
precious  gospel." 

Mr.  Thacher  published  a  "Discourse  on  the  Death  of  Rev.  Mr.  Weld," 
which  has  been  reprinted.  A  small  volume  of  his  sermons,  containing  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  pages,  was  also  republished  in  1798  (by  his  son), 
entitled  "Select  Discourses  on  Practical  Subjects,  by  Peter  Thacher,  a.m., 
late  Pastor  of  the  Church  at  Attleborough."  It  was  printed  at  Leominster, 
Mass.,  by  John  Prentiss  &  Co.,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  son, 
Thomas  Thacher.'  In  the  preface  to  this  publication  was  the  following  para- 
graph: "  For  this  pul)lication  we  are  iudel)ted  to  the  pious  generosity  of  the 
author's  son,  who  rejoices  that  he  can,  as  he  hopes,  contribute  something  to 
the  good  of  his  fellow-men,  and,  at  the  same  time,  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
the  best  of  fathers." 

Some  brief  extracts  are  here  given  from  the  sermon  by  Rev.  Mr.  Thacher, 
which  was  preached  May  19,  1792,  to  the  people  in  the  First  Church,  the 
Sabbath  after  the  funeral  of  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Weld. 

The  prayers  of  your  aged,  reverend,  and  beloved  pastor  are  ended.  He  hath  done  his 
work.  He  hath  fought  a  good  tight.  He  hath  finished  his  course.  He  hath  kept  the  faith. 
His  house,  his  family,  this  Society  miss  him,  and  lament  him.  Xeighbor  societies,  far  and 
near,  (having  been  made  i)artakers  of  his  gifts,  graces,  and  fervent  prayers,)  are  mourners 
with  you  in  the  heavj'  loss  you  sustain.  He  hath  been  a  zealous,  faithful  and  successful 
laborer  in  Christ's  vineyard,  for  a  great  many  years,  occasionally  with  others  in  other  societies ; 
but  you  my  dear  friends,  were  the  happy  people  favored  with  his  more  stated  labors.  The 
care  of  the  churches  was  much  upon  his  heart;  to  live  and  die  with  you,  his  peculiar  cai'e  and 
charge,  —  he  studied  for  you,  and  for  you  he  spent  his  time,  his  strength,  bis  life,  —  teaching 
and  exhorting  publickly.  and  from  house  to  house,  being  instant  in  season  and  out  of  season, 
reproving,  rebucking  and  exhorting  with  all  long  sultering  and  doctrine. 

You  all  know  his  zeal,  his  fervent  mind,  his  care  to  [ira]  prove  himself  to  his  divine  master  as 
faithful  to  his  interest,  and  friendlv  to  vour  souls. 


'  Supposed  to  be  Rev.  Thomas  Thacher,  of  Dedham,  who  died  October,  1812.    He  was  a  man  of 
learning  and  a  prominent  preacher  in  his  day.    See  History  of  Dedham,  p.  118. 
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Tlii>  >lf.«k  and  tla-x'  walN,  may  \vilia's><  fur  liiiii.  liuw  l;iiililully  and  -oli-iimly  lu-  waniud, 
how  eiirncstly  he  juTMiadtd  you  to  be  reconciled  to  (iod,  througli  the  l)lood  of  his  son, —  with 
what  light  and  power  (through  the  help  of  God)  he  hiith  continued  to  preach  the  gospel,  the 
laws  and  motives  of  the  jrospel,  for  many  years  among  you.  You  are  all  witnesses  how  he 
bath  visited  you  in  your  sickness,  received  your  visits,  directed  your  consciences,  warned  the 
unruly,  comforted  the  feeble  minded,  .-upported  and  encouraged  the  weak,  — and  with  what 
vigor  ami  jileasure  he  applied  himself  to  all  parts  of  his  work,  especially  when  (through  the 
grace  of  God)  he  saw  any  fruits  of  his  pious  care  and  industry,  and  the  hopeful  ettects  of  the 
travel  [travail]  of  the  Redeemer's  soul  among  any,  especially  his  own  dear  charge. 

His  sermons  were  generally  well  studied,  showing  how  intent  his  mind  and  desire  was  so 
to  speak  in  the  name  of  God,  and  from  His  oracles,  as  might  best  inform  your  minds,  strike 
your  aflections,  enter  your  consciences,  and  imi)ress  your  hearts, —  and  they  were  often 
delivered  with  great  pathos,  energy  and  earnestness. 

lUit  when  he  Icil  you  in  prayer  an<l  supplication,  in  praise  ami  thanksgiving  to  God.  in  one 
administration  and  another,  especially  on  occasion  of  the  administration  of  the  sacraments  of 
the  new  testament,  baiitism  and  the  Lord's  supper.  I  speak  from  my  own  observation,  as  I  had 
several  precious  opportunities  to  attend  upon  such  occasions,  —  then  his  peculiar  eminence 
appeared  in  such  a  flow,  propriety  and  fulness,  as  could  but  warm  ami  move  his  intelligent 
fellow  worshippers,  and  bear  away  the  spiritual  and  truly  devout  towards  heaven.  He  came 
near  to  the  throne.  He  tilled  his  mouth  with  argument.  He  was  in  his  element.  He  seemed 
with  uncommon  freedom,  to  unbosom  his  soul,  and  pour  out  his  soul  to  God,  particularly  when 
for  the  spreail  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  and  glory. 

In  the  pulpit,  and  out  of  it,  you  all  know  he  was  zealous  for  his  God,  a  faithful  and  close 
reprover  of  sin,  not  fearing  the  faces  of  men.  God  hath  been  pleased  to  honor  him  much  in  his 
labors  for  the  good  of  souls.  I  hope  there  are  here  to-day  many  that  are  the  seal  of  [his] 
ministry,  in  whom  he  had  nmch  satisfaction  and  joy;  who  not  only  had  a  high  regard  and 
honor  for  him  wliile  he  lived,  but  retain  a  reverence  for  his  memory. 

In  a  word,  you  all  know  his  doctrine  and  manner  of  life;  he  having  served  God  with  his 
spirit,  in  the  gospel  of  His  Son,  in  this  place,  nearly  tifty-tive  years.  —  His  prayers  are  ended. 

In  concluding  his  sermon  Mr.  Tliacher  recommendi'd  one  subject  iu  pai- 
ticuliir  to  the  consideration  of  the  church.  "One  thing,  my  dear  friends,  I 
most  earnestly  request  of  you.  —  it  is  this,  drop  all  personal  jars  and 
aniniositi(;s."  ' 

Next  to  Mr.  "Weld.  Mr.  Thacher  held  his  pastorate  longer  than  any  other 
minister  in  town,  a  pastorate  that  was  prosperous  and  successful,  at  certain 
times  especially  so.  He  was  a  man  devotedly  religious,  of  excellent  theologi- 
cal character  and  attainments,  of  good  literary  altilities.  He  was  most  faith- 
ful to  his  charge,  laboring  to  promote  the  intellectual  as  well  as  the  moral 
and  rcligicms  good  of  his  people,  and  "•  to  his  ministerial  services  in  this 
parish,  are  patriotism  and  education,  morality  and  piety,  greatly  indebted." 

The  Second  Parish,  which  was  cMlled  tlu'  Trecinet  in  those  days,  was  estab- 
lished in  174.*^,  Jis  appears  by  the  act  previously  (]Uoted.  lieligious  worship 
wa.s  conducted  under  the  direction  of  the;  jjarish,  and  meetings  were  held  in 
private  dwellings  until  the  meetinghouse  was  so  far  tiiiisheil  as  to  admit  the 
holding  of  religious  services  in  it.  'I'he  chnrcli  itself  was  not  constituted  till 
November  .SO.  174H,  at  the  time  of  the  ordination  of  Kev.  Mr.  Th.acher,  as 
may  be  seen  by  his  account  of  that  occasion. 

'  Which  ■<lvlr««  they  fnlled  to  fi. How,  for,  (or  <-vu\v  unlortiinale  ciiiise,  n  illvUlun  In  IIjc  chunli  (MiHiicd, 
which  couttiiued  for  eight  yeiirH. 
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After  Mr.  Tliacher  and  before  the  settlement  of  another  minister,  there 
were  several  preachers  here — Rev.  Asahel  Huntington,  Mr.  Laughtou,  Mi. 
Farringtou,  of  Wrentham,  Mr.  Mead,  etc. 

The  next  settled  minister  was  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Lazell,  of  Bridgewater. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Brown  University  in  1788  and  was  ordained  November 
21,  1792.  The  ordination  sermon  was  preached  bv  Rev.  Zedekiali  Sanger, 
pastor  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church  in  Bridgewater  ;  the  charge  was 
given  by  the  distinguished' Dr.  Perez  Forbes  (also  spelled  Peres  Fobes),  of 
Raynham  ;  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  by  Rev.  John  Wilder,  of  Attle- 
borough.     The  sermon  and  addresses  were  published. 

Not  long  after  his  settlement,  in  January,  1793,  Mr.  Lazell  married  Chloe, 
daughter  of  Captain  Abiathar  Richardson,  of  this  town.  He  continued  here 
about  four  years  and  was  dismissed  January  3,  1797.  He  removed  with  his 
wife  to  the  State  of  New  York,  where  they  both  died. 

His  successor  was  the  Rev.  Nathan  Holman.  He  was  born  in  Sutton,  this 
State,  in  that  part  which  is  now  Millbury,  May  17,  1769.  He  was  the  third  son 
of  David  and  Lucy  Thurston  Holman.  He  worked  on  his  fathei's  farm  till 
he  w\as  twenty-one  years  of  age,  but  his  strong  desire  for  a  liberal  education 
and  the  ministry  induced  him  to  use  his  best  efforts  to  obtain  a  college 
course  of  study.  His  father,  who  had  a  large  family  of  children,  could  render 
him  but  little  assistance.  He  was  obliged  to  rely  mainly  on  himself  for  the 
means.  By  great  economy  and  personal  efforts  he  succeeded  and  graduated 
at  Brown  Universitv  in  1797  with  an  honorable  standing  "and  the  reputa- 
tion of  a  good  scholar."  He  then  studied  theology  with  Rev.  Edmund  Mills, 
pastor  in  his  native  place,  and  finished  his  theological  studies  in  Wrentham, 
being  with  Dr.  Emmons  there  for  a  short  period. 

After  being  licensed,  he  preached  in  several  places  and  received  several 
invitations  to  settle.  Early  in  1800  he  commenced  preaching  here  as  a  candi- 
date and  soon  received  a  unanimous  call  to  settle  as  pastor  of  this  church 
and  parish.  He  was  ordained  October  1.5,  1800,  and  installed  at  the  same 
time.  His  former  pastor,  Rev.  Mr.  Mills,  of  Sutton,  preached  the  ordination 
sermon,  which  was  published. ^ 

Mr.  Holman  was  a  man  of  great  firmness  and  perseverance.  The  church 
increased  in  numbers,  and  the  society  prospered  during  his  administration. 
He  was  a  man  of  dignity  in  manner  and  solemn  in  his  style  of  preaching. 
Some  difference  between  him  and  his  people  in  regard  to  the  introduction 
of  instrumental  music  into  the  church  service  was  the  final  cause  of  his 
asking  a  dismission.  "With  great  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  church  and 
parish,  his  request  was  granted,  and  he  was  dismissed  by  an  Ecclesiastical 
Council"  on  May  22,  1821.     He  remained    in  town  above  forty  years  and 


'  It  was  printed  by  Nathaniel  Heaton,  Jr.,  of  Wrentham.    Most  of  the  sermons  and  addresses  pub- 
lished in  this  vicinity  were  printed  at  that  press,  which  continued  there  for  quite  a  number  of  years. 
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siii)i)lio(.l  vacant  iiuli)il>  in  tlu-  vii-iiiity  for  a  niunlK'i'  of  years  after  liis 
dismissal. 

After  a  lony;  and  usefnl  life  he  died  in  this  town  Uctol>er  2.S,  l,s-l-i,  al  the 
age  of  seventy-livi',  in  the  honse  which  he  built  near  the  church  where  he 
preached,  and  where  he  had  lived  during  many  years  of  his  life.  He  was 
respected  and  venerated  for  his  many  virtues  and  his  ministerial  labors  by 
his  numerous  parishioners.' 

Several  of  his  sermons  and  orations  were  published  —  an  "Oration" 
delivered  in  his  church  July  o,  1802,  at  the  "Anniversary  of  American  Inde- 
pendence," and  a  "Special  Discourse"  on  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  .John  Shepard  ("the  ancient"). 

Mr.  llolman  married  Lettice,  daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Morey,  of  Norton. 
She  died  March  (">,  1<S4S.  They  had  three  children,  Samuel  Morey,  David 
Emory,  and  Mary  Hodges  Holman,  only  one  of  whom  —  the  eldest  —  is  now 
living. - 

To  Mr.  Holman  succeeded  the  Kev.  .John  Ferguson.  He  was  born  Decem- 
ber I>,  17».s,  at  Dnnse,  which  was  a  market  town  in  Berwickshire  in  the 
southern  part  of  Scotland.  His  grandfather  came  from  the  north  of  Scot- 
land and  was  one  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  soldiers,  serving  in  the  Scots 
Gravs,  a  regiment  of  heavy  cavalry,  in  (^ueeu  Anne's  wars.  His  father  and 
uncle  emigrated  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Newport,  R.  I.  During  the 
time  of  the  Revolutionary  war  his  father  returned  to  Scotland,  as  he  was 
unwilling  to  fight  against  the  mother  country,  but  at  the  age  of  seventy  he 
returned  with  his  wife  and  family  to  Newport.  Mrs.  Ferguson  was  Anne 
Briggs,  of  Little  Compton,  R.  I. 

At  the  time  of  the  family's  return  to  this  country,  the  siibjt'ct  of  tiiis  sketch 
was  seventeen  years  old.  He  became  converted  ;it  an  early  age  and  com- 
menced litting  himself  for  the  ministry.  He  studii-d  for  two  years  with  Dr. 
Tenney,  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Cliurcli  in  Newport,  intending  to 
enter  Vale  College  two  years  in  advance,  ^^'ilile  residing  in  I'mvidi  iice  at 
one  time,  he  studied  under  the  tuition  of  Rev.  Calvin  I'aik.  i>.i>..  Piofessor 
of  Ancient  Languages,  and  later  of  Moral  I'hilosophy.  in  Brown  Iniversity. 
He  was  obliged  to  abandon  iiis  phm  of  entering  colU'ge,  had  again  to  enter 
liurtiness,  assume  the  care  of  his  father  ami  the  support  of  tiie  family.  For 
ten  year."*  he  continued  tliis  course  and  dining  all  tlu'  time  nevii  reliiKiuished 
the  hope  of  entering  the  ministry.  lie  >eenied  to  have  a  pi'esentimem  Ijiat  the 
desire  of  his  life  would  be  fnllilled.  and  the  ten  years  provecl  to  be  years  of 
preparation  for  that  kind  of  life,  liiough  of  so  dilTerent  a  nature  fiom  what  he 
would  have  chosen. 

"  Ills  first  sermon  as  a  candidate  for  settlement  was  preached   in  this  town. 


■He  lia<l  n  drtitlicr,  Uvv.  Dnvlil  Hnlinun,  wlm  whh  Hi-ttluil  In  Dmigla^,  .Ma».'«.,  lor  inniiy  ycarH. 
^  Mr.  ^nmiiel  lloliniiii  lin*)  fdiui'  iltf<l. 
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and  his  text,  '  The  Lord  is  a  man  of  war.'  The  text  and  sermon  were  not 
only  characteristic  of  the  man  and  his  theology,  but  characteristic  of  his 
ministry,  which  to  use  his  own  expression,  was  'warlike.'  iNIr.  Ferguson 
never  shrunk  from  the  defence  of  truth,  never  hesitated  to  sacrifice  comfort, 
reputation,  or  means  of  support,  in  the  maintenance  of  principle.  Like 
other  such  men,  he  was  often  involved  in  controversy  and  conflict,  and  not 
infrequently  made  bitter  enemies ;  though  he,  at  the  same  time,  rallied  about 
him,  more  and  warmer  friends.  Some  may  perhaps,  have  doubted  the 
wisdom  or  necessity  of  all  his  battles,  but  none  ever  questioned  the  entire 
honesty  or  disinterestedness  of  his  motives." 

He  was  ordained  here  February  27,  1822,  and  dismissed  March  25,  1835. 
Speaking  of  his  ministry  here  a  writer  says:  *■'  It  was  of  great  value  in  the 
administration  of  wise  and  judicious  measures,  aud  marked  the  commence- 
ment of  the  system  of  support  to  the  various  benevolent  enterprises  of  the 
day,  and  of  aid  to  the  labors  of  parent  aud  pastor  by  a  judicious  and  careful 
education  of  children  in  Sabbath  Schools,  and  maternal  associations." 

After  leaving  Attleborough,  Mr.  Ferguson  was  settled  in  Whately,  Mass., 
from  March  Ki,  1836,  till  June  7,  1840.  He  was  called  Father  Ferguson 
and  was  a  man  to  whom  churches  looked  for  counsel  and  pastors  for  advice, 
often  when  pastors  and  churches  were  involved  in  difficulties. 

"  He  was  very  often  solicited  to  appear  as  advocate,  before  ecclesiastical 
courts,  and  many  a  time,  as  he  has  done  this,  have  the  coolness  and  shrewd- 
ness, the  wit  and  wisdom,  with  which  he  advocated  the  cause,  extorted  the 
exclamation  :  '  What  a  lawyer  he  would  have  made  !  '  "  He  almost  always 
defended  the  weaker  party,  his  sympathies  frequently  inclining  to  the  unpop- 
ular side.  "  He  was  always  ready  to  grasp  his  shield,  and  poise  his  lance,  for 
the  injured  and  defenceless.  In  such  cases  he  sniffed  the  battle,  like  the  war 
horse,  and  fought  with  all  the  chivalry,  and  I  may  add  the  courtesv  of  a 
Christian  knight."  He  became  extensively  known  as  the  "  champion  of  the 
oppressed,"  though  at  the  same  time  he  was  equally  well  known  "  as  a  lover 
and  maker  of  peace." 

He  preached  for  about  two  years  at  Lanesborough  and  Whately,  the  place 
of  his  former  settlement,  aud  in  1842  liecame  general  agent  of  the  American 
Tract  Association  for  the  States  of  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire,  in  which 
position  and  work  he  was  very  successful.  He  really  became  the  Congrega- 
tional Bishop  of  those  two  States. 

He  died  at  Whately  November  11,  1858.  He  was  a  man  of  vigorous 
mind  and  vigorous  body,  a  large-hearted  man  of  keen  wit,  '•  but  his  keenest 
shafts  were  winged  with  kindness."  He  was  social  and  genial  in  manner. 
Realizing  the  defects  of  his  own  education,  —  having  never  graduated  from 
any  college,  —  he  labored  hard  and  made  many  sacrifices  to  give  his  sons 
college  educations.  Amherst  College  bestowed  upon  him  the  honorary 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  a  proof  that,   although  he  had  been  denied  the 
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advautage  of  a  college  coursr,  lu-  lia<l  liv  liis  uwn  exerlious  thoroughly 
educated  liiniself,  and  the  compliuient  was  a  .source  of  giatificatiou  to  hiui. 

He  was  Mianied  June  7,  1813,  to  Maiv  \ .  Hainnier  of  Newport.  R.  I.,  by 
whom  he  iiad  tw..  children.  She  died  June  30,  1818.  On  April  28,  1819, 
he  married  Margaret  S.  Kddv  of  Providi-nce.  R.  I.,  liv  whom  he  had  nine 
children. 

Mr.  l-V-rgusun  '  published  a  sermon  on  the  death  of  Ebeuezer  Daggett,  Jr., 
which  was  delivered  Uecendter  1(),  1831,  and  several  other  discourses.  He 
also  published  a  "  Memoir  of  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,"  the  celebrated  theolo- 
gian, for  the  use  of  Sabljath-schools. 

A  parsonage  house  was  built  by  the  parish  in  1822.  This  is  the  house  on 
South  Main  Street  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Joseph  Capron.  Rev.  Mr.  Fergu- 
son was  the  only  clergyman  who  occupied  it  as  a  parsonage.  After  he  left 
town  it  was  sold,  first  to  Moses  Wilraarth,  then  to  Virgil  Capron,  then  to 
Thomas  French,  and  finally  to  Otis  Capron,  from  whose  hands  it  passed  into 
those  of  its  present  owner.  It  has  been  altered  and  somewhnt  enlarged  since 
it  was  first  built. 

The  second  meetinghouse  in  tlie  '' East  Precinct "  was  luiilt  in  1825.  It 
was  liegun  in  the  sirring  of  that  year  and  dedicated  in  Deceml)er  following. 
It  cost  about  8'). 000.  It  has  since  been  enlarged  at  a  cost  of  several 
thousand  dollars  additional. 

The  next  pastor  of  the  church  was  Rev.  Jonathan  Crane.  He  was  born  in 
Schenectady.  N.  Y..  in  1814.  There  he  passed  his  boyhood,  and  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  he  entered  Union  College,  graduating  in  1832  at  eighteen  years  of 
ag«*.  He  entered  the  ministry  when  twenty-cjne,  and  on  October  30,  1836, 
whi'U  but  twenty-two,  he  was  ordained  over  this  church.  He  remained  here 
for  eighteen  years  and  was  dismissed  June  12.  bs.")!.  He  removed  to  New 
Y(jrlv,  where  In-  was  settled  over  the  Congregational  Chinch  on  Twentieth 
Street.  He  remained  there  three  years,  when  he  was  invited  to  return  to  this 
town,  and  it  was  during  the  lime  he  was  here  that  the  cliurcli  luiildinn'  was 
i-nlarged  and  ri-pairi'd.  In  IXiiO  Mr.  Crane  received  a  call  from  the  Congre- 
gational Chinch  at  Middlctown.  N.  Y.,  which  he  accepti'd.  and  where  he 
labored  for  eight  years.  I'pon  his  taking  chariie  of  that  ciniich  thi'  congre- 
gation numliered  only  about  foi'ty  families,  but  lie  live(|  to  see  it  increase 
threefold. 

In  18()H  he  went  w«'st,  where  he  remained  tor  :i  niimi>er  of  years,  laboring 
in  .several  i»laces  in  .Michigan  ami  Missouri.  He  was  principally  at  Kalama- 
zoo, Mich.,  not  settled  over  any  church,  but  pri'aching  and  working  in 
variiMis  churcheM  in  th.at  region.  At  St.  Jose|»h.  .Mi>.,  he  was  especially 
..iKc.  ....fill,  and   largely  through   his  efforts  a   new  church  was  erecteil   there. 


■  ilc  WHO  n  rclaUvu  of  the  cclcliratcl  Dr.  Ailnin  KerKUMin,  \Uv  liNiorlMii  ;iii<l  |>i<>rr»!<ur  In  l-Mhiliiii>'li 
I'nlv«'ri«Uy.    Sci-  Itl.'il.e'H  Mcnilnn  A-'Kdi'lnilon. 


HIS  TOBY  OF  attleboboug'h.  253 

In  1875  Mr.  Crane  received  a  second  call  from  his  people  in  Middletown  and 
returned  to  bis  charge  there,  remaining  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
December  26^   1877,  at  the  age  of  sixtj^-three  3'ears. 

In  an  obituary'  notice  of  him  are  these  words:  '•  Throughout  his  entire  life, 
Mr.  Crane  was  a  conscientious  and  devout  Christian,  an  honorable  and  high- 
minded  gentleman,  the  very  soul  of  honor,  and  an  enterprising,  public  spirited 
citizen,  always  favoring  and  aiding  any  enterprise  looking  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  locality  where  he  resided. 

"  Mr.  Crane  had  a  wonderful  faculty  for  conducting  the  financial  affairs  of 
churches,  and  many  congregations  throughout  the  country  can  thank  him  for 
their  present  sound  basis." 

Mr.  Crane  was  very  successful  in  his  ministy  here,  the  church  being  pros- 
perous and  receiving  large  additions  to  its  numbers  while  under  his  charge. 

In  1837  he  was  married  to  Anna  H.,  daughter  of  X.  AY.  Sauford,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  fShe  survived  him  for  nine  years  and  died  at  Middletown 
November  28,  1886.  Four  children  are  living,  namely,  Annie  E.  (Mrs. 
George  AV.  Fish),  Sauford  W.,  John,   and  Francis. 

The  next  settled  minister  was  Rev.  Charles  D.  Lothrop.  He  was  born  in 
Eastou,  Mass.,  in  1828  and  graduated  at  Amherst  College  in  1849  and 
subsequently  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary.  He  was  installed  over  this 
church  December  14,  18.54.  and  dismissed  April  29.  1857,  having  been  pastor 
for  about  two  years  and  a  half. 

From  this  time  for  al)Out  nine  years  there  was  no  settled  minister.  Mr. 
Crane  preached  here  for  several  years,  as  has  been  stated,  and,  after  he  left, 
the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  a  number  of  clergymen,  hii'ed  by  the  week,  the 
month,  or  for  a  longer  period.  The  one  who  remained  the  longest  period 
was  Rev.  Mr.  Belden,  who  was  here  in  "  war  times,"  and  whose  sermons  and 
addresses  during  that  period  will  be  remembered  by  many  as  most  patriotic, 
most  stirring,  and  eloquent. 

A  most  unfortunate  dissension  had  arisen  between  the  church  and  parish, 
commencing  with  some  disagreement  regarding  the  last  settled  pastor  men- 
tioned, which  was  increased  over  some  questions  arising  when  the  church 
building  was  altered.  This  continued  for  quite  a  number  of  years,  finally 
involving  some  legal  questions.  But  though  all  differences  were  at  length 
set  at  I'est,  it  seemed  impossible  to  find  the  man  who  as  pastor  and  preacher 
should  satisfy  all  the  people.  The  right  time  came,  however,  when  church 
and  parish  "  agreed  to  agree,"  and  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  Francis  X. 
Peloubet.  He  was  born  in  Nqw  York  City,  was  a  graduate  of  Williams  Col- 
lege in  1853  and  of  Bangor  Theological  Seminarv  in  1857.  He  was  installed 
here  June  26,  1866,  and  dismissed  at  his  own  request  October  19,  1871.  He 
removed  to  Natick,  Mass.,  where  he  still  resides.  He  had  charge  of  a  church 
for  some  years,  but  at  present  has  no  pastorate,  being  largely  interested  in 
the  International  Sabbath-school  work.     He  is  the  author  of  the  "  Peloubet 
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Series  of  C^uestiou  Books  ami  <^>ii:titorlies,"  aiul  of  "Select  Notes  on  the 
International  Lessons."  Since  leaving  this  town  he  has  received  the  degree 
of   Doctor  of   Divinity.      [lie  is  now  (is;il)  in  Auburndale.] 

To  liini  succeedi'il  the  Hev.  Samuel  Hell.  He  was  installed  December  18, 
1872.  and  dismissed  October  -Js,  i.sT-s. 

The  next  pastor  was  Kev.  William  A.  Spalding,  of  Lynn,  ^Nlass.,  and  for- 
nierlv.  witii  his  wife,  a  missionary  in  Armenia.  He  was  installed  September 
11,  l.sT".).  He  remained  four  years.  Finally,  failing  health  made  it  neces- 
sary foi-  him  to  give  up  ministerial  work,  and  he  requested  a  dismissal,  which 
was  gi'anted  Xovember  19,  188;5.  He  returned  to  his  native  place,  Lynn, 
where  he  died  very  suddenly  January   10,   1884. 

Rev.  Walter  Barton  is  the  present  pastor  of  the  church.  He  was  born  at 
Grtmby,  Mass.,  May  5,  1838.  He  fitted  for  college  at  Willistou  Seminary, 
Easthampton.  and  graduated  at  Amherst  College  in  1856.  He  then  returned 
to  Williston  as  a  teacher  and  remained  two  years,  then  entered  the  Con- 
necticut Theological  Institution  at  East  Windsor  Hill  and  graduated  from 
there  three  years  later,  in  1861.  He  preached  one  year  each  in  Oxford, 
Conn.,  and  Grafton,  Vt..  and  was  then  called  to  the  Congregational  church 
ill  South  Amherst,  Mass.,  where  he  was  ordained  and  installed  February 
17,  1.S04.  In  18()(*>  he  received  and  accepted  a  call  to  the  Congregational 
church  in  SuHleld,  Conn.,  where  he  remained  until  called  to  the  First  Church 
of  Christ,  in  Lynn,  this  State,  over  which  he  was  installed  February  24,  187<). 
This  charge  he  held  for  eight  years,  when  a  call  was  extended  to  him  from 
the  church  in  Attleborough.     He  commenced  his  labors  here  in  March,  1884. 

During  his  ministiy  in  SuMiehl  two  hundred  and  twenty  persons  were  added 
to  the  church.  The  church  of  his  charge  in  Lynn  is  called  legally  "The 
First  Church  of  Christ  in  Lynn,"  and  is  tlie  oldest  Congregational  church, 
occupying  the  same  ground,  in  the  L^uited  States.  During  Mr.  Barton's 
resilience  it  celebrated  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anuivt'rsary  of  its  forma- 
tion, the  pastor  delivering  the  historical  address  on  that  occasion.  ^Vhile  lie 
was  there  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  were  addeil  to  the  churcli  and  a  large 
and  burdensome  del)t  was  lifted. 

Since  his  ministry  here  commenceii  theiH-  iiave  been  aliout  seventy  persons 
admitted  to  the  church.  Mr.  Barton  has  not  l)eeii  publicly  installed  over  this 
church  for  certain  reasons  relating  to  his  own  views  upon  the  (piestion  of 
inst.nllation,  reasons  which  affect  neither  tlie  harniony  between  himself  and 
his  people  nor  the  faithfulness  and  eariiestiu!ss  of  his  labors  among  them.' 
He  married  Maltie  M.  Smith,  of  .North  Hadley,  >Lmss.,  bv  wiioni  he  has  two 
daughtei-s,  .Mary  !..  .•nid  .Minnie  M.   IVirton  (now  Mrs.  'I'hom.'is  Foote). 


>  Mr.  Barton  rvxtifiUMl  litn  |mHl<iriil<!  here  Sciiiiinlirr  I,  l-^j:!,  aixl  n-nuivcil  l>>  llyilr  I'aik.  lit-  Iiuh 
not  feniMMl  pn-ai'lini^f,  lull  Ih  not  comiuritil  wllh  any  i'hiir<-li.  The  l»»t  of  NovcniliiM-,  1S'.I.'1,  a  •■.'ill  wni* 
cxt4.'ni|(;<l  to  llcw  KIwIn  L.  llou!<c-,  thi-ii  of  rortlnn'l,  .Miilne,  which  wna  aciejiu-.l.  He  prcurheil  hl» 
(Ir-tt  "vrinon  here  iin  |in"tor  Dtrt-fMnlier  IT  rollowln^r  an<l  was  InHiaMol  January  :U,  I>'.t4. 
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As  has  been  seen,  this  church  was  constituted  on  the  oOth  of  November, 
1848,  "  by  Rev.  Mr.  Leonard,  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  at 
Plymouth,  as  the  organ  of  an  Ecclesiastical  Council,  called  for  that  purpose, 
being  a  colony  from  the  P'irst  Congregational  Church  in  this  town,  then  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Habijah  Weld,  its  honored  pastor,  almost  fifty- 
five  years." 

This  division  was  attended  with  the  utmost  harmony  and  good  feeling  on 
the  part  both  of  those  who  removed  and  those  who  remained.  The  reasons 
for  the  formation  of  this  church  may  be  found  in  a  letter  asking  for  a  dis- 
missal from  the  First  Church  and  "  signed  by  26  males  and  24  females." 

Haviug  a  prospect  (through  the  mercy  of  God)  that  the  Gospel  Ministry  and  Ordinances 
may  be  settled  among  us  more  conveniently  than  to  attend  with  you.  and  for  the  more  regular 
carrying  on  of  the  Attairs  of  Christ's  Kingdom  among  us,  it  is  our  desire  and  design  (by  the 
help  of  God,  and  with  your  consent.)  to  Embody  into  a  Church  State,  etc.  Following  are  the 
names  of  those  who  signed  this  letter :  — 


Joseph  Capron  and  Wife, 

Jonathan  Wilmarth  and  Wife, 

Thomas  French  and  Wife, 

Stephen  Wilmarth, 

Mary  French, 

Ichabod  Perry, 

John  Wilkinson, 

Abraham  Comming  and  Wife, 

Aaron  Cutting, 

Nathan  Wilmarth  and  Wife, 

John  Titfany  and  Wife, 

Henry  Joslin.  Jr., 

Edward  Foster  and  AV^ife, 

Elizabeth  Lane, 

Abigail  Powell, 

Obadiah  Carpenter  and  Wife,^ 

Joseph  Barrus  and  Wife, 


Daniel  Perry  and  Wife, 

Henry  Joslin, 

Jonas  Richardson, 

Bethiah  Carpenter, 

Thomas  Wilmarth, 

Robert  Martin  and  Wife, 

Rebecca  Brown, 

William  Bolcom  and  Wife, 

David  Perry  and  Wife, 

Sarah  Jackson, 

John  Tyler  and  Wife. 

Joseph  Bishop, 

Daniel  AV^ilmarth, 

Hannah  (the  wife  of  Sam.)  Jackson, 

Thomas  Sweet  and  Wife, . 

Liddia  (the  wife  of  Wm.)  Lane, 

John  Sweet  and  Wife. 


This  letter  was  dated  October,  1748.  and  the  answer,  dated  November  26, 
1748,  was  signed  "Habijah  Weld,  Pastor:  In  the  Name  and  with  the  Con- 
sent of  the  Church." 

That  the  relations  between  the  people  of  the  two  parishes  had  been  pleas- 
ant is  to  be  seen  by  the  following  words  of  Rev.  Mr.  Thacher :  "The  most 
of  the  time  between  Aug.  20,  1743,  and  November  30,  1748,  I  stood  in  the 
relation  of  pastor  elect  to  the  brethren  and  people  of  God  in  the  easterly 
part  of  Attleborough,  and  preached  to  them  on  other  Sabbaths  ;  yet  with 
mutual  consent,  we  all  attended  the  Rev.  Mr.  Weld's  meetings,  the  Sabbaths 
on  which  he  administered  the  Lord's  Supper." 

In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  after  the  formation  of  the  new  church  its 
membership  had  increased  to  seventy.  Fifty-nine  of  the  number  were  from 
the  First  Church,  and  the  remainder  —  four  excepted  —  from  East  Provi- 
dence, which  was  then  a  part  of  Rehoboth.  As  has  been  seen,  fifty  persons 
formed  this  church.     At  the  public  and  formal   organization   the  following 
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persons  joinetl  it  :  Petei  Tliaclu'i,  fioin  tlic  cliiin-h  in  MiddKlKUcniuli,  Jc'siel 
Perry,  Jr..  William  Iliiti-hins.  ami  David  Ilutcliiiis,  of  Keliohoth,  and  William 
Dryer.  At  one  time  only  were  there  fewer  names  on  the  l)()oks.  This  was 
at  till'  Ijeginning  of  the  present  centnry.  Some  extraets  from  a  sermon 
preaehed  in  Octolier,  1S20,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ilolman  will  show  the  reasons 
for  this  ileelension,  in  the  state  of  the  coninumity  at  that  time.  Says  Mr. 
Holman  :  — 

When  I  uiuue  into  tliis  place  the  Church  and  Society  were  considered  as  luiiii,'  in  a  very  low 
state.  Twenty  years  liad  passed  away  without  any  special  attention  to  relij^ion.  and  for 
eighteen  but  nine  uienibers  had  been  added.  It  might  therefore  be  expected  tliat  the  Church 
would  be  much  reduced.  Tliis  was  found  to  be  tlie  case.  There  were  then  hut  forty-six 
members,  fourteen  males,  tive  of  whom  lived  in  Rehoboth,  and  thirty-two  females.  Four  of 
the  male  members  had  not  for  a  number  of  years  communed,  or  acted  with  the  Church,  and 
never  did  afterwards.  Among  the  remaining  ten,  none  were  under  fifty  years,  and  some  were 
very  far  advanced  in  life.  Three  died  in  a  short  time,  and  some  others  within  a  few  years,  lu 
li<Ou  sixteen  members  were  added  to  the  Church,  and  in  l>s01,  twenty-seven  more ;  making  in  the 
two  years  forty-three.  Twelve  of  these  were  males,  and  thirty-one  females.  Deducting  for 
deaths  and  removals,  the  Church  at  the  close  of  the  year  1802  could  not  consist  of  more  than 
eighty  members.  From  this  time  to  1814.  a  jieriod  of  twelve  years,  only  tweh  e  were  ad<k'd  to 
the  church,  three  males  and  nine  females.  ]n  these  twelve  years  a  considerable  numbt;r  died, 
and  a  greater  number  removed  into  other  places,  so  that  in  1814  there  were  but  tifty  members 
in  the  <  hurch,  eleven  males,  and  thirty-nine  females.  This  was  a  period  of  great  declension 
and  aljounding  iniquity.  Though  under  the  ministry  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Thacher,  this  people 
were  applauded  for  the  regularity  of  their  habits  and  the  morality  of  their  lives,  yet  for  the 
long  period  of  twenty  years  after  he  was  taken  otF  from  his  labors,  to  the  year  ISOO,  inunoral 
practices  had  sprung  up  and  become  very  prevalent.  Gandjling  of  almost  every  kind  was  much 
practiced.  Profane  swearing  had  become  <iuite  fashionalde  among  a  certain  class  of  the 
people,  and  the  same  class  of  people  were  seen  so  frequently  at  the  taverns  and  grogshops, 
as  tr)  (ibtain  the  appellation  of  tavern-haunters;  and  although  the  revival  of  religion  in  1800 
and  IsOl  proved  a  check  upon  these  jjractices,  yet  they  were  contiiuied.  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  and  opposition  was  felt  and  expressed  by  a  mnnber,  through  the  whole  of  the  revival; 
anil  after  the  revival,  as  religion  declined,  iniquity  abounded  more  and  more. 

The  writer  further  says  that  in  1814  "it  seemed  as  though  the  i)lans  of  the  wicked  were 
Hystfmatiy.«  <l  and  brought  to  perfection."  The  church  was  small,  but  sinners  were  many,  and 
professors  were  almost  in  despair,  and  ready  "  to  think  that  the  mercy  of  (iod  was  clean  gone. 
and  that  religion  won  hi  >oon  be  removed  from  this  place."  More  than  a  ytar  had  passed  away 
"  without  a  religious  conference,  or  meeting  for  prayer,"  which  "  had  not  occurred  before  since 
the  revival  in  I8<K)."  The  "  professors"  were  almost  strangers  to  each  other  and  all  appeared 
to  be  «l«-eping,  but  soon  the  work  of  the  Lord  became  visible,  and  then  it  was  found  that  many 
had  lieen  praying  for  a  n^formation.  Conference  meetings  were  then  held  every  week;  —  "  For 
wveral  weeks,  however,  but  f<"W  males  attended,  and  the  nrayers  were  all  otleretl  by  the  Pas- 
tor. (  onfen-iice  meetings  were,  for  a  mnnber  of  wei^ks,  met  with  the  as>embling  of  the  irre- 
liirious  the  same  week,  ami  sometimes  the  same  day.  The  day  loHowing  one  of  them,  there 
wu>  n  liorse-racf  in  the  same  direction  of  the  rtdigious  meeting,  which  drew  together  a  large 
Dumber  of  men.  The  week  following,  the  same  day  of  the  conference,  then'  w.is  a  foot-race. 
whleh  it  was  thought  assembled  at  least  two  hundred  people,  men  and  boys.  Tbi«-.  however, 
wa»  u  day  of  enconra^'cment  to  the  mourners  in  Zion.  Five  men,  not  all  niemlicrs  of  the 
rhnreh,. it  tended  the  i ting.  In  about  ten  ilays  after  this,  a  large  ball  which  had  been  contem- 
plated, and  which  wa«  to  have  assembled  most  of  oiu-  ilcar  youth  together,  with  others  from 
the  neiirhborin:.'  towns,  was  to  have  been  attended.  lint  seriousness  wa*  so  impressed  upon 
the  mind«  of  many,  and  the  sudden  ilealli  of  I)e».  Thacher  occurring,  and  his  finu-ral  being 
attended  the  •anie  ijay  of  the  ball,  inllnenced  most  of  them  to  relinquish  their  object.  Othi^rs 
Uttendnl  the   ball,  but  with   tie-  oiomi-c     lli:il    lbe\    WunM    lie\  er  :il  l<  ii.l   miioIIh  r.  :in<l   il   \-  \t>   be 
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hoped  they  never  will,  for  they  have  Ijeen  hopefully  converted  and  become  regular  meuiljers 
of  the  Church.  From  this  time  all  vain  amusements,  and  as  far  as  appeared,  all  gambling, 
was  discontinued.  The  attention  of  all  appeared  to  be  more  or  less  turned  to  the  great  sub- 
ject of  religion."  This  work  progressed  continually  for  about  two  years.  "  No  unusual  means 
had  been  used,  no  new  pi-eachers  had  appeared  among  us,  and  no  alarming  providence  had 
occurred.  Had  this  taken  place  a  year  before  it  might  have  been  thought  to  be  caused  by  the 
sickness  and  the  deaths  with  which  we  were  then  visited.  "We  had  then  more  cases  of  fever, 
and  more  deaths  occ-asioned  by  fevers,  than  we  had  had  for  thirteen  years  before.  Five  died  in 
one  family.  During  the  time  of  this  sickness,'  which  was  a  period  of  about  seven  months, 
more  than  thirty  died  in  this  parish;  eight  of  whom  were  members  of  this  church."  In  fair 
weather  and  foul  the  meetings  at  this  time  were  crowded,  and  frequently  the  meeting-house 
could  not  contain  the  people.    Many  were  converted. 

''The  relations  of  those  who  hopefully  experienced  religion,  were  thought  to  be  peculiarly 
scriptural,  and  truly  Orthodox.  For  two  years,  we  had  no  communion  without  one  or  more 
being  added  to  the  Church.  Twenty-seven  is  the  largest  number  added  at  any  one  time.  The 
whole  number  added,  since  the  commencement  of  the  revival  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-four; 
thirty-nine  males,  and  ninety-five  females." 

One  saj'S  :  "  This  Church  we  regard  as  the  product  of  the  great  awakening 
in  1740,"  and  "  the  year  1743,  in  which  this  parish  was  formed,  is  memorable 
in  the  religious  history  of  our  country,  especially  of  New  England,  for  the 
great  awakening  under  Edwards  and  his  cotemporaries.  This  town  shared 
largely  in  that  work,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  original  members  of  this 
Church,  were  among  its  subjects.  Within  the  three  years  that  preceded  the 
formation  of  this  parish,  the  First  Church  in  this  town,  received  192  to  her 
communion."  The  Second  Church  has  had  other  times  of  depression,  but 
none  so  serious  as  the  one  just  mentioned,  and  since  that  time  there  seems 
to  have  been  a  continual  —  if  at  times  small  —  increase,  until  in  1887  the 
membership  was  three  hundred  and  eighty-six. 

Many  have  gone  from  her  midst  to  plant  other  churches  in  other  places, 
and  many  of  her  sons  have  entered  the  ministry.  The  revival  of  1815  enabled 
her  "  to  give  five  of  her  youthful  sons  to  tlie  work  of  the  gospel  ministry," 
and  thirty-three  ^^ears  later  four  of  these  were  living. 

In  1800  a  church  Avas  formed  in  Harford,  Penn.,  a  town  colonized  by 
Attleborough  people.  There  were  seven  original  members  and  all  had  letters 
from  this  church.  "The  Pawtucket  Congregational  Church- was  originally 
composed  of  but  nine  members,  one  male,  and  eight  females.  All  these 
were  members  of  the  church  in  Attleborough,  under  the  pastoral  care  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Ferguson.  In  April  1829,  they  were  dismissed  from  that  church, 
with  Christian  affection  and  commendation,  for  the  purpose  of  being  organized 
into  a  distinct  branch  of  the  Christian  Church,  to  be  located  in  the  village  of 
Pawtucket.  That  was  effected  by  a  regularly  convened  ecclesiastical  council, 
on  the  seventeenth  of  the  above  month."  A  number  of  j'ears  ago  a  clergy- 
man  of    New  York  State,  a   member  of    the  Thacher  familv.    thus   wa-ote  : 


'This  must  have  l)eeu  the  cold  plague,  eXutiwh^ifi  mentioned,  which  occurred  iu  1S16,  hut  Mr.  Hohnau 
places  the  date  a  little  later. 
2  The  church  of  which  Rev.  Mr.  Blodgett  was  for  so  many  years  the  beloved  pastor. 
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"  I  am  acquainted  with  no  ("lunch,  t'lDui  which,  considering  its  location,  and 
the  number  of  its  constituent  members,  so  many  sons  and  daughters  have 
emanated  as  from  the  Second  Church  in  Attleboro'.  Her  descendants  are 
found  in  almost  all  the  Eastern,  Middle,  Western  and  some  of  the  Southern 
States,  active  members  of  various  Churches,  which  they  have  been  either 
instrumental  in  forming,  or  with  which  they  have  become  connected." 

The  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  church's  formation  was  celebrated  in 
an  appropriate  and  interesting  manner.  December  7,  instead  of  November 
30,  1848,  was  the  date  selected  as  a  matter  of  convenience.  Delegates  from 
several  churches  were  present,  and  many  letters  containing  pleasant  remi- 
niscences of  her  early  days,  sacred  memories,  and  heartfelt  congratulations, 
were  received.  Numbers  of  clergymen  from  al)r()ad  were  present  to  take 
part  in  the  varied  services  of  the  day,  among  them  the  Rev.  Messrs.  J.  O. 
Barney,  C.  Blodgett,  Thomas  Williams,  J.  Ferguson,  and  J.  M.  R.  Bailey, 
and  there  were  two  of  the  name  of  Thacher,  descendants  of  the  first  minister. 
These  officiated  at  the  communion  service  and  were  assisted  by  Deacon  Peter 
Thacher,  of  tliis  town,  and  Deacon  J.  Tyler,  of  Harford,  Penn.,  both  grand- 
sons of  the  first  minister.  At  this  time  one  person,  IMrs.  Mercy  Everett, 
was  living  in  town  who  had  been  baptized  by  Mr.  Thacher  ninety-one  years 
before,  and  another,  Miss  Deborah  Starkey,  who  had  joined  the  church  sixty- 
eight  years  previous,  in  the  revival  of  1780. 

On  this  occasion  Rev.  Mr.  Crane,  the  i)astor  of  the  church,  delivered  the 
historical  address.  In  it  he  says  of  the  church  :  "  Formed  soon  after 
the  bloody  wars  with  the  Indians,  she  passed  through  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, and  has  witnessed  a  change  almost  miraculous,  on  the  part  of  the  col- 
onies, a  change  from  a  state  of  colonial  dependence,  to  that  of  an  united, 
free  and  independent  republic  ;  from  a  condition  of  great  poverty  and  de- 
pression, to  one  of  comparative  wealth,  renown  and  honor."  These  words 
were  prophetic,  for,  while  true  of  her  past,  they  were  true  in  a  more  marked 
degree  of  her  future.  Could  the  writer  have  looked  forward  a  few  years  he 
would  have  seen  the  church  witness  a  struggle  darker,  deadlier,  bloodier  than 
the  one  before  and  presaging  a  cliange  even  more  miraculous  ;  he  would 
hav«.'  seen  her  freely  giving  her  sons  U)  the  fight  as  before,  and  this  time  even 
to  the  deatii  ;  and  he  would  iiave  seen  the  country  rising  from  a  state  lower 
and  more  degrading  than  that  of  colonial  depemU'nct'  —  a  slate  of  slavery  — 
to  one  of  true  freedom  ami  independence,  and  lioni  a  '•  condition  of  compar- 
ative wealth,  renown  and  iion(jr  "  to  one  of  great  wealth  and  ever  increasing 
importance  ami  commercial  prosperity  and  to  a  position  highly  lionorablc, 
yea,  even  for»'mo?>t  among  tlic  nations  ot'   the  earth. 

sAr.ii A  rii-s(  iiooi,. 

Fnfortunatcly,  all  records  relating  to  the  formation  of  the  Sab])atli-school 
<'oiinccted  witii  this  chnrch  have  liecn  lost,  and  uu'inory  and  tradition  can  give 
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now  but  a  few  scattered  facts  or  recollections.  The  school  was  formed  in 
1825  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Mr.  Ferguson,  who  was  no  doubt  largely 
instrumental  in  starting  this  good  work.  It  is  know^n  that  the  first  sessions 
were  held  in  the  Franklin  schoolhouse,  then  occupying  the  lot  where  the 
church  now  stands.  They  could  not  have  continued  there  long,  for  during 
that  3'ear  probably  the  schoolhouse  was  moved.  The  vestry  was  not 
finished  until  some  time  after  the  upper  part  of  the  new  meetinghouse  was 
completed,  and  therefore  the  school  may  have  occupied  the  main  audience 
room.  The  last  Deacon  Thacher  was  probably  the  first  superintendent; 
and  among  the  earlier  ones  were  Mr.  Mj'ers,  Jesse  Carpenter,  Nathaniel  W. 
Sanford,  Deacon  Atherton  Wales,  Emmons  Walton,  Edward  Wilmarth, 
and  Deacon  Harvey  Claflin.  Among  the  later  ones  may  be  mentioned 
Zenas  B.  Carpenter  and  his  two  sons,  L.  Z.  and  A.  B.  Carpenter, 
B.  P.  King,  A.  Vinton  Cobb,  Charles  E.  Bliss ;  and  others  have  held 
the  position.! 

The  following  report,  which  is  given  in  full,  furnishes  much  interesting 
information  regarding  the  school  a  few  ^-ears  after  its  formation  and  is 
especially  valuable  because  it  is  the  only  known  early  record  in  existence. 

Our  school  is  situated  in  Attle.  Co.  of  Bristol.  Our  school  has  been  in  successful  operation 
for  tifteen  years.  During  that  period  an  increasing  interest  in  its  prosperity  has  l)eea  mani- 
fested. It  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  promising  means  of  usefulness  in  operation  among 
us.  The  cause  of  its  increase  during  the  1.5  years  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  increasing  evidence 
of  its  utility  rather  than  to  any  special  effort  to  give  it  popularity.  Our  course  has  been  silent, 
uniform,  persevering,  and  we  indulge  the  hope  that  its  prosperity  will  be  lasting.  We  have 
aljout  100  between  18  and  75  who  are  in  Xewcomb's  book  of  Romans,  about  60  in  his  2d  vol, 
and  a  few  in  his  first.  A  number  in  the  other  Catechism.  We  have  a  class  of  old  ladies  who 
formerly  sat  as  spectators.  An  elderly  Brother  by  their  request  was  invited  to  become  their 
teacher.  He  accepted  the  invitation  &  commenced  I  think  with  four;  soon  the  class  so  much 
increased  that  it  became  necessary  to  divide,  and  another  brother  was  invited  to  be  their 
teacher.  These  scholars  have  ever  been  studious  it  constant  attendants  at  the  school.  It 
was  mentioned  Ijy  these  old  ladies  that  our  grey-headed  fathers  should  not  be  passed  by. 
Accordingly,  one  of  our  number  went  into  the  streets,  and  soon  gathered  a  class  which  has  so 
much  increased  that  it  has  been  divided  and  sub-divided.  Our  pastor  always  attends  the  open- 
ing of  the  school  when  at  home,  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  it.  His  wife  too  lends  the  helping 
hand  and  has  the  charge  of  a  class  of  young  ladies.  In  short  they  have  ever  been  the  pillar 
and  main  spring  from  the  commencement.-  Our  teachers  are  for  the  most  part  punctual  & 
interested.  Our  lesson  for  the  first  Sabbath  in  each  month  is  given  out  from  the  Assembly's 
.Catechism.  At  the  close  of  the  school  questions  are  asked  from  this  lesson,  which  appear  to 
interest  all.  We  have  had  a  s.  s.  celebration,  4'h  of  .July,  the  two  past  years,  and  with  a  little 
effort  it  has  been  made  very  interesting.  —  our  meetiug-house  filled  to  overflowing.  Our  school 
was  visited  the  fore  part  of  the  year  with  the  out-pouring  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  and  a  number 


'  The  school  is  now,  1891,  under  the  most  efficient  guidance  of  Mr.  Martin  L.  Chapman.  On  Febru- 
ary 15  there  was  the  largest  attendance  ever  known,  there  being  then  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  persons  present. 

-It  is  apparent  that  Mr.  Thacher  here  refers  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson,  since  they  were  no  doubt 
"  the  main  spring  "  so  long  as  they  remained  here,  but  Mr.  Ferguson  left  town  in  1835,  and  Mr.  Jona- 
than Crane  had  been  pastor  of  the  church  about  three  years  and  a  half  at  the  time  this  report  was 
written. 
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of  souls  as  we  liope  and  trust  were  bom  uuew,  — l)Ut  for  some  reason  He  has  been  pleased  to 
witlidraw  his  Spirit  from  among  us.    All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Peter  Thacher,  Superintendent. 
To 

Kev.  Asa  Bullard,  Secretary  Massachusetts  Sabbath  School  Society. 
AttleborouLch  March  25,  1840. 

Periods  of  depression  liave  very  probably  visited  tlie  school  since  its 
organization  and  lack  of  interest  been  at  times  manifested,  but  for  a  genera- 
tion past  it  has  certainly  been  prosperous  and  is  at  present  in  a  most  tlourisb- 
inty  and  encouraging  condition.  The  reports  shoAv  that  on  January  1,  1887, 
there  were  47  classes  with  11  oflicers  and  assistants.  The  total  number  on 
the  roll  of  both  teachers  and  scholars  was  516,  of  scholars  46*2;  the  largest 
attendance  during  the  year  previous  351,  the  average  314,  and  the  aggregate 
16,.'')2>!,  with  a  gain  in  the  average  attendance  of  28  al)ove  the  year  preced- 
ing;. The  home  department  numbered  lo2.  The  number  of  conversions 
during;  the  year  was  32,  and  the  collections  amounted  to  S268.06.  This  is 
the  largest  Protestant  Sabbath-school  in  town  and  the  largest  but  one  in  the 
conference  to  which  the  church  belongs. 

We  have  stated  that  the  first  meetinghouse  in  the  second  precinct  was 
commenced  in  1743.  The  land  upon  which  it  was  built  was  given  to  the 
parish,  and  subsequently  they  purchased  additional  lots.  The  building  was 
thirty-five  by  forty-five  feet,  called  a  square  building,  and  stood  on  what  is 
now  the  common,  near  where  one  of  the  large  elm  trees  stands  by  the  path 
which  formerly  crossed  to  the  residence  of  the  late  David  E.  Holman.  It 
faced  the  south  and  had  three  doors,  one  in  the  south  front,  one  on  the  east, 
and  the  other  on  the  west  side.  Through  the  central,  south  door  the  minister 
of  the  olden  time  always  entered  and  with  great  dignity,  uncovering  his 
head  as  did  his  parishioners  while  he  passed  them.  It  was  the  custom  for 
many  to  wait  outside  to  pay  this  mark  of  respect  to  the  minister,  and  for 
those  who  had  entered  the  building  to  rise  as  he  entered  and  remain  standing 
until  he  had  taken  his  seat.  The  old  meetinghouse  had  the  then  common 
hipped  roof,'  and  often  these  buildings  were  surmounted  with  a  belfry,  wheiein 
hung  the  bell,  but  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  the  presence  of  such  an  appen- 
dage here.  In  lieu  of  a  bell  in  those  days,  "a  drum  was  beat"  or  a  conch 
shell  blown  to  sumiiion  tlie  "  dockless  people"  to  service,  and  sometimes  a 
flag  was  raised  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  dwelt  beyond  the  sound  of  drum 
or  shell.  What  special  custom  was  followed  here  we  <lo  not  know,  but  we 
inay  lie  sure  that  some  etTective  method  was  used,  tiiat  the  people  every  one 
attended   regularlv,   anil   thai    they   were  ni'ver  lati'. 


'  OpInlonH  illffcr  with  rcKftrd  to  the  aj)i)PHrnncc  of  thin  ImiIMIhk;  ami,  accopllnn  to  llic  Icstlniony  of 
Bcvemi  who  clnlm  to  reniuinluT  "jiiHt  liow  t(  looki-il,"  the  roof  wan  peakcil  not  hlppo'l.  The  Bides 
were  north  and  hoiiUi,  the  roof  •'lo))lii);  In  those  dlrt'ClloiiH,  the  ridjfc  pole  niiinliiK  ca^t  and  west ;  and 
It  hnd  irinny  wIikIow*  with  very  Hinall  pani-H  of  j^Iuhk,  )irolialily  twenty  four  to  each  window.  A 
memory  pirtiiro  which  tlm»  Hhr)WH  It  ha- recently  heeii  ina>le  lor  Major  K.  S.  ilorton  — the  result  of 
the  cotnhlned  tewtlinonv  ..t    ii.,,!,!  imif  a  do/.en  of  the  olduht  InliahltuntM  of  the  town. 
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The  building  of  this  meetinghouse  must  have  been  a  gi'eat  event,  and  it  is 
said  "quite  a  crowd  gathered  to  see  the  ground  broken,  and  every  male  citi- 
zen who  could  possibly  leave  his  own  affairs,  attended  the  raising."  The 
structure  must  have  been  plain  and  primitive  in  the  extreme,  as  we  now  judo-e, 
though  it  compared  favorably  with  the  majority  of  the  dwellings  of  the 
people.  It  was  not  finished  inside  for  several  years,  but  eventually  it  had  a 
'' tier  of  galleries  "on  three  sides,  a  high  pulpit  with  huge  sounding-board 
no  doubt  occupying  the  other.  It  was  nearly  forty  years  before  pews  were 
introduced  here,  and  until  that  time  probably  the  rudest  of  pine  benches  were 
the  only  sitting  accommodation  afforded.  In  some  of  the  churches  a  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago  it  is  said  that  the  seats  were  so  arranged  that  they  were 
raised  when  the  people,  as  was  then  the  custom,  rose  for  the  prayers  ;  and,  the 
amen  being  pronounced,  they  fell  with  a  loud  slam  when  the  people  prepared 
to  reseat  themselves.  This  seems  hardly  compatible  with  the  dignity  and 
propriety  we  have  been  taught  to  believe  the  early  fathers  maintained,  and  in 
these  "  unregenerate  days"  such  a  ceremony  would  not  be  considered  "  con- 
ducive to  the  true  spirit  of  worship."  Whatever  the  style  of  seats  first  used 
here,  in  1780  the  people  were  ready  for  a  change,  for  it  is  recorded  that  in  that 
year  pews  were  introduced  into  the  meetinghouse.  "The  room  upon  the 
floor  was  divided  and  sold  to  pay  the  expense  incurred  for  alterations  and 
repairs,  amounting,  according  to  record,  to  £23,000  ;  but  as  if  to  save  their 
credit  from  a  charge  of  wasteful  extravagance,  it  is  added  that  *  one  silver 
dollar^  shall  be  received  for  seventy-two  dollars  of  the  old  emission.'  " 

Another  custom  which  early  prevailed  was  the  one  maintained  by  the  sect 
called  Friends  :  the  men  occupied  one  portion  of  the  church  and  the  women 
another,  families  being  thus  divided  ;  and  this  fashion  obtained  in  some  places 
up  to  quite  a  recent  date.  That  it  was  followed  here  seems  to  be  proven  by 
a  record  made  in  1793,  in  which  the  "  wimen's  body  of  Seats  below  "  is 
mentioned.  It  is  said  that  in  many  of  the  colonial  churches  there  were  two 
ministers.  These  occupied  the  seats  at  the  back  of  the  pulpit,  while  the 
ruling  elders  had  their  raised  seats  in  front  of  the  pulpit,  and  the  deacons 
also,  only  a  step  lower  down.  It  is  also  said  that  social  rank  was  some- 
times a  powerful  element  in  the  religion  even  of  our  forefathers,  and  that 
seats  in  church  were  arranged  by  its  standcird.  Sometimes  the  places  were 
assigned  by  the  committee  in  charge  according  to  the  position  of  the  men  on 
the  tax  list  and  sometimes  by  grading  their  liberality  toward  the  expenses  of 
the  church.     The  tithing-man  was  an  important  factor  in  the  old-time  Sabbath 


■ '  These  must  of  course  have  been  Spanish  dollars,  then  in  circulation  in  this  country  and  taken 
fifteen  years  later  as  the  standard  of  the  first  American  dollars  coined.  It  is  difficult  to  even  approx- 
imate the  actual  cost  of  these  repairs.  Twenty  years  previous  it  took  over  £-2,000  of  Rhode  Island 
paper  money  to  make  £100  sterling,  and  at  this  time  much  more  would  probably  have  been  required, 
for  in  1780-81  the  paper  money  issued  by  Congress  had  become  almost  valueless.  The  true  value  of 
the  sum  which  sounds  so  large  would  therefore  be  very  small. 
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Day  service,  and  be  was  busily  employed  in  keeping  mischievous  urchins  in 
order,  waking  the  sleepy  fathers  and  mothers  in  Israel,  and  even  in  watching 
strav  dogs,  who  freiiuently  followed  their  masters  to  the  sanctuary.  At  first 
a  leader  lined  out  the  psalms,  the  singing  of  which  must  have  been  uumelo- 
dious  and  wearisome  to  a  high  degree,  since  "•  two  breaths  "  were  often 
re<iuired  in  the  prolongation  of  one  note  ;  and  later  came  tiie  choir  of  "  village 
youths  and  maidens."  who,  according  to  a  French  gentleman,  —  a  traveler  iu 
this  eountrv.  —  actually  "  sang  three  parts,  and  the  women  sustained  a  fourth." 
For  many  years  meetinghouses  had  no  heating  apparatus,  the  women  alone 
usiuiT  footstoves,  while  the  men  sat  in  their  "great  coats"  and  sometimes 
their  hats.  The  fate  of  the  children  is  not  deemed  worthy  of  mention  by  the 
writers ;  they  must  have  suffered,  but  of  course  iu  silence. 

Another  early  fashion  Avas  to  build  ''  Sabbath  Day  houses."  to  be  occupied 
by  the  families  of  the  owners  l)etween  services  and  as  places  in  which  to  eat 
their  lunches,  .lohu  Woodcock  had  one  in  Rehoboth  and  another  in  Wren- 
tham,  and  others  may  have  had  them  in  this  town  though  no  mention  of  them 
appears  to  have  been  made.  This  fashion  of  going  to  church  for  the  day 
and  of  bringing  lunches  continued  here  until  the  second  preaching  service  was 
"•iven  up  a  few  j'ears  ago.  In  one  of  the  small  vestry  rooms,  for  many  a 
Sunday,  a  cup  of  tea  was  prepared  to  cheer  and  sustain  some  of  the  old  ladies 
of  the  congregation,  and  over  this  fragrant  beverage  conversation  never 
lao^ored,  nor  was  it  wholly  confined  to  the  merits  of  the  sermon  iust  heard  in 
the  room  above. 

The  old  meetinghouse  had  its  horse  block  ''at  the  coiiiri' of  the  house" 
and  later  its  row  of  siieds.  Up  to  about  bS'id  it  uuiy  bi'  t'onji;(;tured  no  music 
but  that  of  the  voice  had  been  heard  within  lis  walls,  for  at  that  tiiiu-  it  is 
recorded  that  the  introduction  of  wind  instruments  into  the  services  caust-d 
trouble  between  Mr.  Ilolman  antl  his  people,  which  linally  resulted  in  his 
dismissal.  It  ought,  however,  in  justice  to  be  said  Ihnl  this  was  not  the  only 
cause  of  dissension;  money  matters  entered  into  the  disi)Ute,  for  it  ai)|)ears 
that  the  minister's  salary  was  not  paid  as  promptly  as  it  should  liavi-  lit-en. 
The  first  liiiilding  was  occupicil  for  :i  little  nioic  tlian  '.'iiihty  years  and  then  a 
new  one  was  Ituilt  a  few  rods  west  of   it. 

In  the  year  isdT  a  niindier  of  tlie  nicmlicr^  of  this  parish  "  >hewing  that 
the  said  Precinct  i-  po^Ncsscd  in  their  own  riiiht  of  a  ^niall  h)t  of  hind,  ealii-d 
tiie  Mi'i'ting-liouse  lot,  in  said  I'recinet  with  a  Mteting  house  tlieri'ou  :  And 
also  of  Kleven  hundred  and  forty  Dcdlars,  as  a  fund  for  supporting  a  minister 
of  the  Gospel  in  said  I'lccinet."  petitioned  tiie  Legislaluie  to  ineoipoiale 
them  into  a  society.  It  was  Iherefon-  i-naeled  that  Noah  lUandin,  .laeob 
Holkconi,  .loab  Daggett.  Thomas  French,  Caleb  Richardson, -Ir.,  Natiianii'l 
Robinson,  Henry  Sweet,  and  I'eter  'I'haclier.  — with  others  who  had  or  should 
join  them,  —  ami  tiieir  successors,  should  be  incorporated  into  a  lio<ly  politic 
"with  perpetual  possession,"  and  called  "The  Congregational  Society  in  the 
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Second  Precinct  in  Attleboro'."  These  gentlemen  and  their  successors 
were  appointed  trustees  with  the  usual  powers.  It  was  provided  that  the 
fund  could  be  put  at  interest  '■'•  until  the  principal  and  interest,  with  what  may 
be  added  thereto,  shall  amount  to  Four  Thousand  Dollars,"  and  then  the 
interest  or  annual  income  of  the  same  was  to  be  devoted  to  the  paying  of 
whatever  Congregational  minister  might  be  regularly  ordained  and  settled  in 
the  second  precinct.  In  the  event  of  ^\\y  vacancy  of  a  regularly  ordained  and 
settled  minister,  interest  could  be  added  to  principal,  and  if  at  any  time  the 
interest  of  said  fund  should  be  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  minister,  the 
sm'plus  could  be  applied  to  "  I'ebuilding,  enlarging  or  repairing  their  meeting 
house,  or  any  other  purpose  of  puljlic  utility  as  the  said  society  shall  direct." 
Compensation  was  allowed,  if  desired,  to  the  officers  of  this  society,  but  no 
part  of  the  principal  of  their  fund  was  ever  to  be  "  expended  for  any  purpose 
whatsoever,"  etc.     This  act  of  incorporation  was  passed  in  February,  18U7. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  March  30,  1807,  when  Peter 
Thacher,  Jr.,  was  chosen  clerk,  Eliphalet  Wilmarth,  Jr.,  treasurer,  and  Joab 
Daggett,  Thomas  French,  Peter  Thacher,  Jacob  Bolkcom,  Nathaniel  Robin- 
son, Noah  Blandin,  and  Ezra  Brown,  trustees.  The  necessary  by-laws  were 
duly  framed  and  accepted,  and  signed  by  Joab  Daggett,  "  Chareman  "  of  the 
board  of  trustees.  One  of  these  by-laws  is  explicit :  "It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Trustees  to  notify  at  the  meeting  house  door  the  Sabbath  before  they 
meet  for  renewing  the  securities,  and  if  any  Person  neglects  to  renew  his 
security  at  the  time  the  Trustees  meet  for  that  purpose  must  expect  to  be 
called  upon  by  an  Attorney."  Members  of  this  society  are  persons  qualified 
to  vote  in  parish  meetings,  being  supporters  of  the  ecclesiastical  societv  then 
in  the  second  precinct. 

Apparently  the  first  mention  of  a  new  church  occurred  at  a  parish  meeting 
held  in  March,  1819,  and  a  committee  of  seven  gentlemen  was  chosen  to  take 
into  consideration  the  question  of  repairing  the  old  church  or  building  a  new 
one.  Nothing  further  seems  to  have  been  done  for  some  time,  but  talk  of  a 
new  building  no  doubt  continued,  and  soon  the  propriety  of  placing  it  upon 
another  lot  must  have  entered  into  the  discussions.  The  "meeting-house 
lot  "  contained  about  two  acres,  and  while  that  was  sufficiently  large  it  was 
decided  for  very  good  reasons  to  obtain  more  land.  About  1820  attempts 
were  made  by  members  of  another  faith  to  gain  a  foothold  in  the  East 
precinct.  Parish  limits  being  then  territorial,  freemen,  no  matter  what  their 
peculiar  forms  of  belief,  would  have  rights  in  parish  property.  Obviously 
serious  complications  Avould  be  liable  to  arise  under  such  circumstances, 
whether  the  sect  seeking  establishment  should  be  one  with  which  the  existing 
one  could  coalesce  or  not,  and  some  arrangement  had  to  be  made  to  meet  this 
threatened  exigency.  The  "Incorporated  Cong.  Society"  presented  itself 
as  the  solution  of  this  problem,  and  accordingly  on  February  4,  1824,  the 
parish  voted  to  grant  a  petition  made  and  transfer  the  meetinghouse  and  lot 
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to  that  society.  Present  emergencies  seemed  to  l)e  met  li_v  this  transfer,  l)iit 
it  might  not  avail  for  possible  cues  in  the  future,  and  it  was  deemed  best  to 
get  another  lot  by  some  form  of  purchase,  and  steps  in  that  direction  were  at 
once  taken  by  the  society.  In  May,  1824,  the  trustees  of  the  Franklin  School- 
house  leased  their  lot  to  the  society  for  the  term  of  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  years  under  certain  restrictions.  This  lot  contained  one  fourth  of  an 
acre  and  had  been  given  to  them,  as  will  be  seen  elsewhere,  by  Dr.  Abijah 
PIverett  for  the  purposes  of  education.  In  order  apparently  to  make  this 
transfer  good  six  heirs  of  Dr.  Everett  in  Octo])er,  1824,  (piitclaimed  all  their 
*' right,  title  and  interest"  in  this  land.  In  January,  1825,  there  was  a 
|)urchase  of  about  seventy-live  rods  of  land  made  of  Benjamin  Bolkcom  — 
this  lav  north  of  a  yjart  of  the  schoolliouse  lot  —  and  in  September.  1827.  a 
further  i)urchase  of  al)(>ut  four  rods  was  made  of  (iideon  Sweet,  and  this  also 
lav  nortli  of  the  schoolliouse  lot.  These  transactions  were  in  tlie  name  of 
Peter  Thacher.  who  was  trustee  of  the  society. 

In  182.")  the  new  meetinghouse  was  built  under  the  following  conditions  : 
Fel)ruary  24,  1824,  a  number  of  the  jnouiinent  men  of  the  place  formed 
tiiemselves  into  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  meetinghouse  on  or 
near  the  meetinghouse  lot  in  the  second  precinct  for  the  use  of  the  Incorpo- 
rated Congregational  Society.  The  expense  of  building  was  to  be  divided 
into  shares,  in  number  not  less  than  one  hundred,  and  the  price  of  each 
share  was  not  to  exceed  fifty  dollars.  When  the  shares  should  all  be  taken,  the 
company  agreed  to  appoint  a  committee,  wlio  were  to  levy  assessments  on 
these  as  necessary  for  the  cost  of  construction,  and  the  members  of  the  com- 
pany were  to  l)e  reimbursed  for  the  money  thus  advanced  l>y  the  sale  of  the 
pews  in  the  completed  house.  All  the  terms  of  the  agreement  appear  to  have 
been  complied  with,  and  all  the  shares  taken.  There  were  thirty-six  share- 
holders :  Jacob  Holkcoin,  Peter  Thacher,  and  Jesse  Carpenter  each  took  ten 
shares  ;  Jonathan  liliss,  six  ;  (rideon  Sweet  and  Kbenezer  Tyler,  livt'  each  ; 
five  gentlemen  subscribed  for  four  shares  each,  nine  for  two.  and  sixteen  for 
one  each.  .March  ;')().  Jacolt  Ii()lkcom.  FJijah  Ingraham.  Jonathan  Peck, 
No:di  Clallin.  and  Peter  Thacher  wer«'  chosi-n  a  comniittet'  to  obtain  plans 
and  >ul)niit  them  to  tiic  company.  ( )n  April  ('.  this  comniitfec  were  empow- 
evv.d  "  to  puiciiase  a  lot  of  Col.  liolkconi,  and  also  tlu'  School  iiouse  lot  to  sit 
the  meeting  Ikjusc  on."  an<l  about  a  week  later  they  were  instructed  "  to  take 
the  North  Baptist  meeting  house  ;it  the  Xortli  cud  of  Proxiilcncc  for  a  fonnpl 
witli  Monu'  variations."  In  the  autumn  this  original  ci>mniitti'«'  were  din-cted 
to  make  all  the  necessary  arrangements  for  dedicating  the  lu'w  church,  and 
that  meeting  was  then  tlcntilri'il,  ms  dining  the  foiinei'  jtroceedings  had  fie- 
<piently  been  tin-  case,  to  meet  at  "a  fiilrr  lime."  In  January,  1N2(!,  the 
company  decided  to  fiiiish  the  vestry  at  once,  and  a  little  l.itei  lliey  voted  t<> 
pay  .lacob  Capron  81(i.')  to  c<tmplcte  that  woik,  materials  to  lie  rouiid.  Petei' 
'J'hacher  was  chosen   to  provide   these    materials,    while    Amns    Staikev    was 
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instructed  "to  see  that  the  work  was  done  in  a  workmanlike  manner." 
Accounts  show  that  the  building  cost,  as  before  stated,  about  §0,000. 

The  society  book  furnishes  a  little  further  information.  March  8,  1824, 
they  '•  voted  to  Build  a  new  meeting  house  provided  the  Subscription  hejild 
to  $5,000  in  agreement  with  a  Subscription  paper  for  that  purpose."  At  the 
same  time  it  was  '*  voted  to  dispose  of  the  Old  Meeting  house,"  and  further, 
"  to  give  up  the  pews  in  the  Old  meeting  house  free  of  any  remuneration 
provided  there  was  a  new  meeting  house  built  there  being  20  in  favour  and  4 
against  (it  being  understood  that  all  must  agree  to  it  or  not  an3^)"  A  com- 
mittee was  chosen  to  make  some  arrangement  with  the  pewholders  if  possible, 
but  this  could  not  be  done,  and  appraisers  were  chosen.  These  were  Ben- 
jamin Shephard,  of  ^Yrentham,  General  Shephard  Leach,  of  Easton,  and 
Melitiah  Everet,  of  Foxborough.  November  1,  1825,  a  committee  of  five,  later 
increased  to  nine,  was  chosen  to  dispose  of  the  old  building  "  at  their  dis- 
cretion by  taking  it  off  of  the  lot  in  two  months  from  date."  It  required 
nearly  twice  as  man}'  men  to  dispose  of  the  old  church  as  to  build  the  new 
one,  but  they  managed  to  complete  the  laborious  task  after  some  fashion. 
The  building  was  taken  down,  for  it  is  known  that  some  of  its  timbers  were 
used  elsewhere,  but  not  in  what  building.^ 

Among  all  the  organizations  connected  with  this  church  it  must  have  been 
ditHcult  at  times  to  define  duties.  In  the  agreement  of  the  building  company, 
however,  a  good  bell  was  included,  the  first  placed  in  the  village,  no  doubt, 
and  the  parish  had  to  pay  for  ringing  it.  Very  soon  there  was  trouble  with 
the  bounds  around  the  new  meetinghouse,  and  in  1830  it  is  recorded  that 
some  villin  brok  a  window.  "•  Praise  services  "  may  not  be  of  as  recent  origin 
as  most  of  us  suppose,  for  in  1836  the  parish  ''voted  to  use  the  Meeting- 
house on  Sunday  evening  for  a  sacred  music"  —  concert  probably  the 
clerk  intended  to  write.  It  was  in  this  year  that  the  parsonage  was  sold,  and 
the  society  voted  to  put  the  proceeds  into  bank  stock.  In  May,  1838,  it  was 
voted  by  the  company  to  instruct  Peter  Thacher,  "  Trustee  of  the  Proprietors 
of  their  Meeting  House  and  Lot,"  to  give  a  deed  of  that  estate  to  the  society, 
he  having  held  it  for  some  years  previous  in  trust  for  them.  This  was  accord- 
ingly done  on  the  thirty-first  of  that  month.  "  upon  the  express  condition  that 


1  The  late  Jonathau  Bliss,  who  with  his  brother  George  owned  the  Farmer's  mill  property,  and  who 
built  and  occupied  the  large  house  ou  the  west  side  of  the  ro.id,  opposite  the  residence  of  Mr.  Homer 
M.  Daggett,  purchased  the  entire  Ijuilding  as  it  stood.  There  was  some  decided  opposition  to  the 
erection  of  a  new  meetinghouse,  and  threats  were  openly  made  to  Mr.  Bliss  to  the  effect  that  if  he 
attempted  to  take  down  the  old  one  it  would  be  burned,  as  the  opposition  preferred  burning  and 
total  destruction  to  tearing  down  and  further  use.  He  paid  no  attention  to  these  threats,  however, 
but  hart  a  gang  of  men  in  readiness  and  as  soon  as  the  bargain  was  made  set  them  to  work  and  the 
task  of  demolition  was  accomplished  without  molestation.  What  became  of  the  lumber  is  not  known, 
but  Mr.  Jonathan  Bliss,  son  of  the  abo%-e  and  now  resident  here,  is  the  authority  for  these  statements, 
and  he  says  he  had  the  old  square  pews  to  use  for  playhouses.  These  had  turned  posts  all  around 
their  tops  for  ornament.  He  has  no  recollection  of  ever  hearing  his  father  say  what  price  was  paid 
for  this  lumber,  a  fact  which  would  be  of  much  interest  at  the  present  day  if  it  could  be  ascertained. 
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the  said  society  ^.luill  control  inauuiii'  am]  use  the  said  lot  and  house  as  they 
shall  think  proi)er  providing  nevertheless  the  said  lot  antl  house  shall  be 
exclusively  used  and  iiuproved  for  the  worship  of  (xod  by  the  Said  Congrega- 
tional Society,  and  \>\  their  associates  and  successors,"  etc. 

Nowhere  were  the  dimensions  of  the  new  building  found,  but  they  were  the 
same  as  at  present  with  the  exception  of  the  length.  It  was  painted  white 
and  so  continued  for  many  years  and,  after  the  Methotlist  church  was  Ituilt, 
was  often  designated  as  '•  the  white  church."  There  was  at  first  l»ut  one 
gallery,  that  at  the  south  end  for  the  use  of  the  singers,  and  the  pulpit  was 
in  front  of  and  on  a  level  with  it.  This  pulpit  was  painted  white  and  had 
pillars  in  front,  between  which  sat  the  deacons,  and,  the  stairs  being  hidden, 
it  was  a  source  of  great  wonderment  to  small  children  how  the  minister 
reached  his  seat.  The  pews  then  faced  the  south,  but  in  1888  this  order  was 
reversed,  the  pulpit  placed  at  the  north  end,  and  the  side  galleries  put  in. 
Not  long  l)efore  the  old  white  pulpit  was  taken  away,  the  then  youthful  minis- 
ter of  the  parish,  Mr.  Crane,  stood  up  in  front  of  it  to  be  married;  after 
this  it  lay  for  a  long  time  in  the  Bolkcom  yard,  now  Dr.  Bronson's,  and  finally 
disapi^eared.  The  new  pulpit  w^as  of  mahogany,  ponderous  and  high,  and 
the  sofa  and  chairs  were  of  the  same  material  and  covered  with  black  hair- 
cloth. The  parsonage  money  seems  to  have  been  used  to  make  these  repairs, 
arrangements  being  made  to  replace  it.  In  1826  the  company  voted  to  heat 
the  church  ''  with  a  furnice  or  like  the  new  meeting-house  in  Taunton."  This 
proposed  method  was  certainly  not  then  adopted,  for  two  stoves  at  the  south 
end  with  hjng  pipes  extending  under  the  galleries  were  for  many  years  the 
heating  api)aratus  used.  The  music  about  this  time,  forty  or  fifty  years  ago, 
consisted  usually  of  six  pieces.  For  years  Daniel  Clafiin  played  the  double 
bass-viol,  Deacon  Harvey  Clafliu  and  William  Carpenter  the  single  bass-viols^ 
Eben  Smith  tlie  violin,  K.  Clardener  Tripp  the  trombone,  and,  for  a  time  at 
least,  a  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Taunton,  the  fiiite.  'i'lie  iialiit  of  facing  the  singers 
had  become  so  ••  tirni  fixed  "  that  tin-  jjeopie  continued  to  indulge  in  it  once 
in  each  service  at  least  for  more  tiian  st'venty-live  years,  and  it  was  only 
a  few  years  ago  that  this  awkward  turning  aliont  was  altogether  abandoned. 
In  1H;')()  an  organ  purchased  by  suliscription  was  picsented  to  the  society, 
and  th<.'  first  organist,  Mr.  K.  V).  Fuller,  commenc«'d  playing  on  the  first  Sun- 
day in  April  of  that  year.  A  record  of  his  full  salary  was  not  found,  but 
the  previous  year  the  ch<irisler  was  paid  ^'2'k  .Mr.  William  I).  \Vilinarth 
became  organist  in  JH.VI  ami  coutimie(l  for  a  great  many  years. 

In  18.0;i  the  i)arish  began  to  talk  of  enlarging  the  meeliuirhouse,  ami  in  the 
spring  of  18;'»l  the  society  appointed  Zenas  H.  Carpenter  a  committee  to  con- 
Hult  »  lawyer  and  see  liow  this  could  l)e  done  legally.  .\s  a  result  some 
alterations  in  the  act  of  incorporation  seem  to  have  been  made,  as  the  society 
was  not  at  first  i-mpowered  to  hold  real  estate.  November  4,  1M."»7,  the  parish 
chose  .lohn  Daggett .  .Icv,«-   I{.   farpenter,  and  Daniel  Wilinarthacommi1t.ee 
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to  attend  to  repairs,  etc.,  and  the  report  they  duly  made  was  accepted  and 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  church.  This  is  all  the  parish  records  furnish  relat- 
ing to  this  matter,  the  society  having  it  in  charge  chiefly.  In  December, 
1857,  they  chose  these  three  gentlemen  with  Sumner  E.  Capron  and  Godfrey 
Wheelock  their  committee  for  the  same  purpose.  Alterations  were  accord- 
ingly made.  The  meetinghouse  was  cut  in  two,  and  a  piece  set  in,  long 
enough  to  contain  seven  pews,  twenty-eight  being  thus  added  to  the  former 
number.  One  or  two  pews  were  taken  away  just  before  the  pulpit,  which 
was  changed  for  a  lower  and  smaller  one,  with  proper  attendant  furnishings, 
the  old  ones  being  sent  to  the  vestry,  where  some  of  the  chairs  are  still  in 
use.  The  gallery  fronts  were  lowered,  and  pew  doors  removed.  Furnaces 
were  put  in,  and  it  was  at  this  time  perhaps  that,  as  has  been  said,  "  more 
thunder  was  added  to  the  organ."  Various  other  changes  were  made,  and 
marked  improvements  were  made  in  the  vestry. 

October  30,  1858,  the  building  committee  made  their  final  report  to  the 
society,  and  a  few  extracts  from  it  are  here  given :  "In  the  judgment  of  your 
Committee  the  House  is  now  worth  Twelve  Thousand  Dollars,  (812,000),  that 
a  new  one  finished  and  furnished  as  this  is  could  not  ])e  built  short  of  that 
sum.  We  have  now  a  House  of  worship  of  which  we  need  not  be  ashamed 
either  in  its  exterior  form  or  interior  finish,"  which  "has  been  much  beauti- 
fied by  Fresco  Fainting  and  other  ornaments.  It  is  not  like  the  old  one  offen- 
sive to  good  taste.  The  Committee  think  that  the  greatest  improvement,  one 
that  will  be  the  most  often  appreciated,  is  that  of  the  vestry.  It  is  now  one 
of  the  most  convenient  in  its  form  and  arrangements,  pleasant  and  neat  in 
its  appearance,  and  is  not  exceeded  if  equaled  by  an}'  Room  of  the  kind 
known  to  us.  Although  it  has  cost  something  to  make  the  alterations  it  is 
now  worth  it.  It  presents  a  most  striking  contrast  with  the  old  one."  Not 
a  word  of  this  descinption,  excepting  the  last  sentence,  is  true  of  the  vestry 
to-day.  These  repairs  cost  $4,200.  Citizens  of  the  i)lace  subscribed  $500  to 
purchase  and  put  up  the  clock  ;  the  ladies  had  a  fair  which  netted  8300,  which 
with  presents,  etc.,  they  increased  to  over  8500.  The  society  fund,  which  had 
been  increased  to  $4,000  or  more,  was  used  to  pay  for  the  new  pews  put  into 
the  building,  and  these,  still  owned  by  the  society,  represent  that  sum. 
The  work  was  superintended  l)y  Mr.  Jesse  R.  Carpenter  with  his  usual  energy 
and  finished  promptly.  On  its  completion  appropriate  dedicatory  services 
were  held. 

As  stated,  the  parish  in  1824  transferred  their  interest  in  the  meetinghouse 
and  lot  to  the  society.  This  was  not  a  legal  sale,  as  was  afterwards  ascer- 
tained, but  was  confirmed  by  the  Legislature,  which  gave  further  authority 
to  the  society  to  dispose  of  the  building.  The  society  has  no  legal  power  to 
raise  funds  for  the  care,  repairing,  or  building  of  a  meetinghouse,  as  the  parish 
has,  and  therefore  much  embarrassment  has  at  times  attended  its  proceedings 
in  connection  with  that  organization,  and  many  complications  have  arisen. 
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It  was  tlK'ii'ftiro  iU'oukmI  iMoi>or  after  ilue  investigation  and  deliberation  for 
the  society  to  transfer  this  itr()i)ertY  back  to  tiie  parish,  and  this  they  accord- 
ingly agreed  to  do  December  17.  1860. 

At  a  parish  meeting  iield  August  1,  1872,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
report  upon  the  question  of  buying  or  l)uilding  a  parsonage,  and  it  was  at 
length  ilecided  to  purchase  a  house  and  lot  on  Peck  JStreet,  owned  l)y  Charles 
I.  Cobb,  for  the  sum  of  65,000.  Alterations  and  improvements  have  from 
time  to  time  been  made,  and  it  has  been  occui)icd  by  the  several  pastors  who 
have  been  over  the  church  since  its  purchase. 

During  this  year,  1887,  the  question  as  to  the  advisability  of  purchasing 
another  lot  and  Iniilding  a  new  church  has  been  much  agitated,  and  some 
steps  in  that  direction  have  been  taken,  chiefly  on  tiie  part  of  some  of  the 
ladies  of  tiie  parish,  who  have  pledged  tiiemselves  to  do  all  in  theii-  power  to 
accomplish  this  desired  object.  Nothing  definite  has  been  done,  however. 
A  meeting  was  held  in  which  some  propositions  or  suggestions  were  advanced, 
and  the  ladies  hoi)ed  tiie  gentlemen  would  feel  sutllcient  interest  to  secure 
a  lot  which  seemed  appropriate  and  was  then  available.  Enough  interest 
was  not  awakened,  and,  the  lot  being  too  expensive  for  the  hidies  to  assume 
the  responsil)ility  of  its  purchase  alone,  nothing  further  was  done.  Many 
consider  a  change  in  location  necessary,  while  others  deem  the  present  site 
as  agreeable  as  any  in  or  near  the  centre  of  the  village,  and  to  build  far  from 
the  centre  in  any  direction  would  be  to  benefit  a  few  at  the  cost  of  \.\\v  present 
equal  convenience  to  the  many.' 


'  Since  the  al)Ove  was  written,  some  furtticr  steps  ti'iidiiifr  toward  a  new  cliurcli  liave  lieen  taken. 
A  special  nieetlnjr  of  tiie  Ladies'  Sewing  Society  was  calied  for  .January  4,  1SS9,  and  lud<l  at  tlie  lioiise 
of  Mr.  E.  S.  Capron  on  tliat  date  to  liear  and  a(;t  upon  a  proposliion  to  lie  made  l^y  Mr.  G.  A.  I>can. 
Tills  related  to  "  the  Weaver  estate  "  on  North  .Main  Street,  consisting  of  a  lot  of  laml  H'.ixKW)  feet  in 
size,  witli  a  cottage  ami  l)arn  standing  tliereon,  and  then  for  sale  liy  tlie  administrator,  Mr.  I),  il. 
Smith.  Twenty -seven  ladies  were  present,  and  hy  a  nearly  unanimous  vote  it  was  deciiled  to  pur- 
chase tills  property.  Tlie  price  iiaiil  was  $4,Gi)0.  A  small  portion  only  was  pahl  at  on<-e,  the  society 
artsundng  the  remainder  of  the  deljt,  which  was  to  lie  paid  as  tiiey  shoulil  he  alile  to  earn  or  raise  tlie 
money  to  cancel  it.  The  deed  was  passed  .January  l.">,  1S811,  and  signed  hy  George  A.  Dean  and 
Everett  S.  Capron,  trustees  for  the  society,  and  Emma  I^.  Uattey,  secretary  of  the  same.  The  ladles 
have  been  greatly  prospered  in  tiielr  good  worli,  and  consi<leralile  reductions  of  the  delit  have  liccii 
made.  While  many  i'onsi<ier  the  situation  of  this  lot  unsultJihle,  no  one  apparently  criticizes  the 
action  of  the  ladies  in  making  this  purchase,  because  the  ))roperty  is  a  gooil  investment  and  should  It 
never  be  ut.ed  as  a  church  lot  It  could  doubtless  be  sohl  at  a  considerable  ailvance  over  the  jirlce 
paid,  (^uite  recently  the  gentlemen  have  been  roused  to  take  some  a<-tlon  In  this  matter,  and  a 
committee  has  lieen  appointed,  which  has  held  some  meetings,  liut  nothing  very  detlnite  appears  as 
yet  to  have  been  accompliMhe<l. 

Ill  September,  l''.»2,  the  society  iinnle  an  additional  purcliase  of  land  (KHixKKl  feet  in  size)  from  Ihe 
liny  ward  esUilc  for  *4,.V)0.  It  has  now  JiM)  fi-et  front  on  North  Main  street  hikI  lii:i  feci  on  the  exten- 
sion of  Dean  .Slntet,  a  lot  ample  in  size  should  Ilie  church  ever  decide  to  use  It  as  a  bulhllng  site. 

Fur  a  number  of  years  the  i|uesttoii  of  Incorporating  Ihe  church  had  been  agitated,  ami  al  the 
annual  meeting  helil  .laiiiiary  I,  Is'.ti,  a  commliiee  consisting  of  fmir  gentlemen  was  ap|)oliited  to 
ciiiiMlder  the  matter  and  take  such  steps  as  hlmuld  seem  advisable.  This  commlltee  was  not  called 
together  until  th<-  hitler  part  of  .lanuary,  |sii:{,  when  by  unanimous  acllon  it  was  decided  to  call  the 
iiece«sary  legal  iiieeilng.  which  was  lield  Kebruary  17,  ISIKI.  At  tliat  lime  the  re(|iilred  action  was 
taken,  and  the  iiinller  wn»  ooon  eoii>,iiiiiiiiateil.  I'lie  parish  up  lo  that  time  was  the  h'gal  body,  as  such 
Imldlmf   all  thi'  propeily  mid   i iridlliiif  all   bii-liii--^  .■ilTalrs.     It  agree!  to  the  desiri'd   rliMiiL'e  by 
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It  wonkl  seem  a  pity  that  the  land  upon  which  a  house  for  religious  worship 
has  stood  for  so  mauy  years,  and  which  was  given  or  obtained  for  that  special 
purpose  and  no  other,  should  be  diverted,  even  if  it  could  be,  to  business 
purposes.  Ought  religions  bodies  or  those  immediately  associated  with  them 
to  consent  to  such  proceedings  or  ratify  such  transactions?  There  is  diver- 
sity of  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  the  parish  to  give  a  good  title  to  this  land, 
some  claiming  that  the  meetingliouse  stands  on  the  schoolhouse  lot,  a  title 
to  which  might  be  very  doubtful,  and  others  that  it  is  on  the  Bolkcom  land, 
regularly  bought  by  the  parish.  These  are  questions  which  need  not  be  dis- 
cussed here,  but  changes  of  some  kind  seem  to  be  inevitable  either  in  a  new 
building  elsewhere  or  a  renewed  one  here,  tlie  vestry  having  become  entirely 
inadequate  to  the  demands  made  upon  it,  especially  by  the  Sabbath-school. 
The  latter  would  be  the  plan  the  adoption  of  whicli  would  be  urged  by  the 
author — retain  the  ancient  site,  preserve  the  ancient  landmarks  because  of 
the  hallowed  associations  which  are  clustered  about  this  spot,  with  its  old, 
spired  meetinghouse  and  its  little  "city  of  tlie  dead."  And  what  object  is 
more  pleasing  and  restful  to  the  eye  in  any  scene  —  whether  it  be  in  the 
crowded  city  or  the  busy  town,  on  the  wooded  hilltop,  in  the  quiet  valley,  or 
by  the  shining  waters  of  the  lake  —  than  a  pretty  church  in  a  setting  of  vivid 
green,  dotted  with  memorials  to  its  own  peculiar  dead,  peacefully  "making 
a  Sunday  where  it  stands"?  Then  let  the  "  white  church"  still  stand  in  its 
wonted  place,  still  hold  within  its  honored  walls  the  memories  that  passing 
years  have  gatliered  there.  Those  years  have  witnessed  rude  shatterings  of 
some  of  its  associations,  lint  many  abide  here  still  which  would  depart  forever 
should  the  church  move  elsewhere,  and  then  the  coming  years  would  promise 
only  change  after  change.  The  quiet  of  the  Sabbath  is  indeed  often  broken 
by  the  shriek  of  engines  and  the  rush  of  trains,  and  the  people  would  fain 
have  a  more  retired  spot  in  wliich  to  worship  God  ;  but  where  in  our  busy 
village  is  such  a  spot  to  be  found,  a  spot  into  whose  precincts  the  rattle  and 
clatter  of  activity  will  not  dare  to  penetrate?  Here  as  elsewhere,  however, 
the  majority  must  decide,  and  perhaps  the  old  church  home  will  soon  be 
abandoned.  Should  this  be,  then  let  human  ingenuity  exert  itself  to  the 
utmost  to  devise  new  laws,  if  necessary,  to  prevent  further  disturbance  of 
the  community's  dead.  Let  the  occupants  of  this  "God's  acre"  slumber 
quietly  on  ;  no  sound  reaches  their  ears,  no  noise  disturbs  them  ;  they  heed 


selling  its  property  to  the  church  for  a  small  sum  in  onier  to  make  a  gooil  title,  and  tho  latter  is  now 
its  own  governing  body.  The  incorporation  charter  was  granted  Mai'ch  1,  1893,  to  "The  Second 
Congregational  Church  of  Atllel)orough,  Mass."  Originally  there  were  probably  very  few  if  any 
members  of  this  parish  who  were  not  also  members  of  the  church,  and  the  interests  of  the  two 
bodies  were  then  therefore  one.  With  the  increase  of  population  this  would  naturally  be  changed, 
many  becoming  members  of  the  parish  not  being  members  of  the  church,  under  which  circumstances 
the  affairs  of  the  two  bodies  must  at  times  inevitably  clash.  This  was  the  fundamental  reason  for  the 
change.  The  parish  still  exists,  as  it  holds  the  Ricliardson  School  Fund,  the  duties  of  which  trust  are 
about  all  it  now  has  to  perform. 
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not  the  loud  liuin  of  business  or  tlie  roar  and  i  inutile  of  passing  trains  ;  let 
tlieni  sleej)  tlioif  deep  sleep  in  peace  until  tiie  last  trumpet  shall  awaken 
tbeiu.' 


•  If  It  be  jiuljfcil  that  too  imuli  :^pate  lias  liuen  devoted  to  the  alTairs  of  this  parlicular  church  and 
society,  let  It  lie  remembered  that,  because  of  the  situation  of  tlieir  property,  these  have  at  times 
Involved  not  only  tlie  entire  community  liut  tlie  town.  Furthermore,  details  available  liere  and  pre- 
sented are  typical  of  all  the  ancient  churclies  in  the  town  and,  no  doubt,  of  most  of  those  formed 
durlnjf  the  early  days  of  New  England;  and,  ajrain.  In  view  of  the  prospect  at  the  time  of  writing  of 
an  entire  chanjie  — the  possibility  of  the  complete  alteration  of  the  old  churcli  building  or  its  removal 
from  its  ancient  site  —  it  has  seemed  pardonable  to  the  Editor  to  [irolong  the  sketch. 

It  can  liardly  be  deemed  out  of  place  in  Uiis  note  to  mention  tlie  recent  purcliase  of  a  line  large 
or>;an  for  tills  cluirch  at  a  cost  of  over  $3,000,  which  was  raised  by  subscription,  entertainments,  etc. 
It  is  ceriainly  littiug  to  speak  a  word  of  high  commendation  of  Mr.  John  Marsli,  wlio  has  had  the 
chief  responsibility  in  this  enterprise,  and  who  has  worliCil  with  unwearied  patience  and  untiring 
zeal  for  its  accomplishment.  The  new  instrument  lias  been  placed  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
building,  and  a  small  room  liuilt  in  tlie  opposite  corner  under  the  gallery  and  with  an  outside  door 
for  tlie  pastor's  use.  The  diolr  gallery  is  between  tliein  and  behind  the  pulpit,  which  is  moved  for- 
ward, necessitating  tlie  removal  of  some  front  pews  and  all  formerly  on  cither  side  of  the  jiulplt.  The 
old  choir  gallery  is  used  for  pews.  The  organ  was  used  for  the  lirst  time  publicly  at  a  concert  on 
July  5,  l^'.t4,  given  by  Mr.  S.  IJ.  Whitney  and  tliree  members  of  the  I'aiiiouN  boy  choir  at  tlie  Churcn  of 
the  Advent  in  IJoston,  where  he  is  the  organist.  The  program  was  a  most  attractive  one  and  rendered 
with  true  artistic  taste  and  skill,  and  was  a  musical  treat  such  as  Attleborough  rarely  has  the  pleasure 
of  liearinir.  and  one  Ioiil'  to  l)c  renieiiibered. 
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CHAPTER   X. 

CHURCHES    AND    THE    MINISTRY,    CONTINUED.  NORTH    BAPTIST    CHURCH. 

THIS  church  was  coustituted  in  1769.  Its  existence,  however,  may  be 
traced  back  to  a  date  more  than  twenty  years  prior  to  that  —  1747.  It 
was  at  first  and  for  many  years  afterwards  of  the  Congregational  order, 
though  differing  from  that  denomination  in  some  respects.  '•  There  being," 
sa}'  the  church  records,  "  a  considerable  number  of  Christians  in  this  place 
that  are  dissatisfied  with  the  Constitution  of  the  standing  order  of  Churches 
in  the  land  :  they,  with  some  others  formed  themselves  into  a  society  to 
worship  God  according  to  His  word  and  spirit."  This  was  called  "  a  cliurch 
of  New  Lights,  or  Separatists,"  and  it  consisted  of  seventy-four  members. 
January  20,  1747,  the  church  proceeded  "to  set  apart  theii'  esteemed 
Brother  Nathaniel  Shepard  V)y  solemn  ordination  as  their  Pastor,"  and  "  the 
day  after,  Joshuay  Everett  and  William  Carpenter  were  ordained  Deacons." 

Mr.  Shepard  was  born  in  Norton,  February  13,  1713.  He  was  the  sou  of 
Isaac  Shepard  and  a  descendant  of  Jacob  Shepard,  of  Wrentham  (now 
Foxborough),  who  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Shepard,  of  Milton.  Till  he  came 
of  age  he  lived  in  different  towns  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  and  tradition  saj^s 
he  was  a  tailor.  He  married  Mindwell,  daughter  of  John  >Yoodward,  of 
Newton.  After  his  marriage  he  settled  in  the  town  of  Brookline  and 
became  a  member  of  a  church  there.  It  was  some  time  later  that  he  became 
a  preacher.  He  continued  pastor  of  this  church  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  April  14,  1752.  He  had  the  reputation  of  being  an  earnest 
preacher.  The  house  in  which  he  died  is  said  to  have  stood  a  few  rods  from 
the  one  occupied  by  Ellis  Blackinton.  It  is  also  said  "a  veiT  large  assembly 
attended  his  funeral."  A  Mr.  Carpenter,  of  Norton,  preached  the  sermon, 
and  "  his  body  was  interred  in  the  burying  place  nearly  opposite  to  Col. 
Hatch's  tavern."  His  children  were  Jonathan,  Nathaniel,  Ebenezer,  Mind- 
well,  Isaac,  Elizabetli,  Jacob,  Hannah,  and  Samuel. 

This  church  was  from  the  commencement  small  and  feeble.  It  ''continued 
public  worship  and  brothei'ly  discipline."  but  its  "  number  became  smaller 
and  smaller  from  year  to  year."  For  many  years  it  was  difficult  to  deter- 
mine precisely  the  real  standing  of  the  church  members  and  their  doctrinal 
points  in  regard  to  other  denominations.  For  a  long  period  they  seemed  to  be 
neither  exact!}"  Congregationalists  nor  Baptists.  It  struggled  on  "  through 
many  trials  and  discouragements  "  till  the  year  17f")9,  when  by  vote  it  changed 
its  constitution  "  from  a  Congregational  to  a  Baptist  Church  in  what  is  called 
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opeu  eonnnmiidu."  At  this  time  there  were  six  male  and  four  female  mem- 
bers who  aiireed  in  iloctriiie.  and  •*  they  formed  fellowship  with  the  church  in 
Belliiiirham,  from  whom  they  received  aid."  These  six  nun  were  .Tosiah 
.Maxcy,  Ebenezer  Guild,  Joseph  Guild,  John  Spraiiue,  .Joshua  Everett,  and 
dohn  C'heever.     dune  o,  17(V.>.  they  applied  to  the  Bellinuham  church. 

Two  years  previous  to  this  time,  in  April.  17<'>7,  Mr.  Abraham  liloss  had 
moved  from  Stnrl»ridue  to  Attleborou<ih  to  take  char<)e  of  tliis  church.  He 
was  not  installed,  but  preached  here  two  years,  till  his  death,  Septemlier  1(5, 
1769.  During  the  previous  year,  1768,  the  churcli  had  met  together  several 
times  to  consult  upon  the  possibility  of  continuing  upon  the  open  connnun- 
ion  plan,  which  tiiey  found  to  be  impossible,  and  the  result  was  the  formation 
of  the  little  cliurch  of  ten  members  "  on  strict  Baptist  principles."  Having 
thus  settled  down  upon  the  Baptist  platform,  they  soon  united  with  the  War- 
ren Association,  within  whose  limits  the  church  was  situateil.  Tliis  was  in 
1771.  ;in<l  tlie  cliurch  remained  in  llmt  association  until  1837,  when  it  joined 
the  Taunton  Association. 

From  the  time  of  the  formation  there  was  a  gradual  increase  in  iiuuiliers. 
Once  in  three  months  Mr.  Noah  Alden  preached  for  the  people,  and  occa- 
sionally they  were  visited  by  other  clergymen,  until  Elder  dob  Seamans 
"came  among  them."  He  was  of  *' 8ackville,  Cumberland  county,  and 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia,"  now  in  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick  (1834). 
Mr.  Seamans  was  born  in  Swansea,  Mass.,  May  13,  1748.  He  removed  to 
Sackville,'  New  Brunswick,  with  Elder  Mason's  company,  who  emigrated 
to  that  place  from  Swansea  in  1763.  He  there  became  a  preacher.  After 
preaching  for  a  time  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  church  there,  he  came  to  New 
England  to  visit  friends.  He  remained  for  a  time  in  Providence  with  I'nsi- 
•lenl  Manning,  of  Brown  University,  who  introduced  him  to  the  Attleborough 
church.  He  was  invited  to  become  its  pastor,  accepted  the  invitation,  and 
in  October,  1772.  removed  liere  with  his  famil}'.  A  place  was  found  t'i>i'  him 
with  •*  wi<low  the  Chloe  Biackiutoii."'  She  had  a  fMrm  and  olTert'd  to  li't  liim 
take  it  on  shares. 

Elder  Seamans  was  ordained  l)eeeiiil)er  1").  177."'.  The  seiinon  was 
preacheil  by  Elder  Backus,  President  .Manning  gave  the  ciiarge.  and  tiu'  right 
hand  of  fellowsliip  was  given  by  IClder  Cliaili's  Tiiomjison.  In  177',i,  he  in 
conjunction  witii  l-!Mei'  Biel  Le<loyt,  of  Woodstock,  Cdihi..  was  appointed  liy 
tlie  Warren  Association  a  missionary  to  visit  various  parts  of  New  llanip- 
sliire.  In  the  <M»iirse  of  the  same  year  he  ri'turued  to  Attlehorougii,  where 
lie  rem.ained  till  17h.s.  He  hiliori-d  here  very  I'Mitht'idly  i'or  alioiit  t'ouiMeen 
years.  C)n  .May  10.  17x7.  he  reciuested  a  dismission  from  the  church  in  this 
place,  which  was  reluctantly  granted  Novend)i'r  2.")  of  the  same  year.      In  the 


'Tin-  |i||ir<' wiiH  llieil  i-nUci|  Tiiiitiirniriiiir  liy  (lie  Krciiih  ami  wii- liil  In-  I'niN  Iihm' nf  Nova  Scolla. 
See  Ik'iiR<llcl'»  lliatory. 
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first  letter  which  he  sent  to  the  church  regarding  his  dismission  occur  these 
words:  "Beloved  brethren,  I  came  to  you  in  peace,  and  have  served  you 
longer  than  Jacob  served  for  his  beloved  Rachel  and  Leah.  And,  althougli  I 
have  served  with  many  imperfections,  j^et  I  can  say  with  truth,  that  I  have 
strove  to  live  in  peace,  and  now  I  desire  to  depart  in  peace."  When  he  came 
to  the  church  there  were  twenty-three  members  ;  when  he  left  there  were 
seventy-four.  He  removed  to  New  London,  N.  H.,  where  he  had  preached 
during  his  mission,  and  was  settled  over  the  new  Baptist  church  in  that 
place,  which  he  established  at  the  same  time.  Here  he  continued  till  his 
death  in  1830  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two.  Mr.,  Seamans  married 
Sarah  Easterbrooks,  by  whom  he  had,  while  in  Attleborough,  eight  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  four  daughters. 

Rev.  William  Williams,^  who  was  a  member  of  this  church,  and  the 
respected  pastor  of  the  Baptist  society  in  Wrentham,  occasionally  supplied 
the  pulpit  during  the  vacancies  which  occurred  after  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Seamans. 

November,  1789,  Elder  Abuer  Lewis  came  from  New  Bedford  to  Attlebor- 
ough and  continued  the  pastor  of  the  church  until  September,  1795.  when  he 
returned  to  New  Bedford.  After  this  Mr.  Lalien  Thurber  preached  here  till 
April,  1797,  when  he  relinquished  the  office  of  a  religious  teacher  and 
removed  to  the  east  part  of  the  town. 

Elder  -lames  Read,  who  was  then  resident  in  Assonet  village,  Freetown, 
commenced  preaching  here  in  April,  1800,  and  was  so  well  approved  that  in 
December  of  the  same  year  the  church  gave  him  an  invitation  to  settle,  which 
was  accepted.  \\\  February  following  he  removed  to  Attleborough,  and  was 
installed  August  18,  1801.  The  sermon  was  preached  b}^  Rev.  Dr.  Gano,  of 
Providence,  the  charge  given  by  Elder  Pitman,  of  Rehoboth,  and  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship  by  Elder  Baker.  At  the  same  time  Pxlward  Clark  was 
ordained  as  an  evangelist.  Mr.  Clark  died  April  22,  1811,  in  the  seventy- 
second  year  of  his  age. 

Polder  Read  was  descended  from  John  Read,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Newport,  R.  I.  His  son  John  married  and  settled  in  Freetown  in  1667. 
His  children  were  Joseph,  John,  and  Hannah.  Elder  Read  was  the  son  of 
Joseph  Read  and  Mary,  his  wife,  but  the  date  and  place  of  his  birth  are  not 
known  to  the  author.     He  was  oi'dained  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  October  30,  1799, 


'  He  was  a  celebrated  instructor  of  youth.  He  commence<l  a  school  for  titting  young  men  for  col- 
lege near  his  meetinghouse  in  Wrentham,  wliich  he  continued  for  many  years  with  distinguished 
success.  He  educated  upwards  of  one  hundred  students  (Benedict's  History  of  the  Baptists)  ,t\\Q  most 
of  whom  graduated  at  Brown  University.  Many  of  them  became  distinguished  men.  In  the 
number  of  his  pupils  were  Dr.  Maxcy,  Hon.  David  K.  Williams,  formerly  governor  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Hon.  Tristam  Burgess,  the  late  elo(iuent  member  of  Congress  from  Rhode  Island,  a  cele- 
brated lawyer  in  Providence  and  professor  of  oratory  in  Brown  I'niversity. 

Mr.  Williams  himself  was  educated  at  Eaton's  Academy,  Xew  .lersey,  and  graduated  at  Brown 
T'niversity  in  1769,  which  was  the  lirst  class  in  that  institution.  He  marrie(J  for  his  second  wife  Miss 
Titus,  the  daughter  of  Deacon  .J.  Titus,  of  Attleliorougii. 
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though  not  over  the  churcli  in  that  phit-e.  Ho  continued  in  the  ministry  in  this 
town  from  the  time  of  his  instalhition  until  his  death,  wliicii  occurred  October 
lM.  IM  I.  in  the  forty-sixth  year  of  his  aije.' 

He  was  a  wortliy  and  useful  minister  and  universally  respected  as  a  num. 
The  records  of  the  church  ]»ear  aniple  testimony  of  the  estimation  in  which  he 
was  held  hv  his  people.  ''  In  tin'  prime  of  his  life  and  in  the  midst  of  his 
usefulness,  the  Lord,  who  doeth  all  things  according  to  his  good  pleasure, 
hath  seen  lit  to  remove  him  from  the  church  militant  to  the  cliuich  trium- 
phant. I.eavinu'  the  wife  of  his  youth  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  kind  husl)and. 
and  three  children  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  kind  parent,  and  this  church  and 
society  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  faithful  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  one  whose 
faithful  >varnings  will  long  be  had  in  remembrance  by  many  of  them."  His 
funeral  sermon  was  preached  l>y  Dr.  dano,  and  he  was  buried  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Plainville. 

Elder  Read  did  not  confine  himself  to  labors  in  his  own  parish  in  this  town, 
but  took  frequent  preaching  tours  into  other  places.  It  is  said  of  him  : 
"  He  found  imich  pleasure  in  preaching  the  gospel  in  the  destitute  places  of 
Southeastern  JNIassachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut."  He  even  went 
into  western  New  York  and  always  and  everywhere  found  a  ''  welcome  in 
these  then  sparsely  settled  regions."  One  says  :  "It  is  believed  that  he  thus 
laid  the  foundation  of  several  churches.  An  absence  of  whole  weeks  on 
these  missionary  tours  was  always  at  his  own  expense.  He  returned  home 
from  them  burning  with  a  desire  to  be  able  to  preach  in  other  villages  beyond. 
His  salary  was  not  ample  enough  to  allow  him  to  give  his  whole  time  to  the 
church.  There  being  no  parsonage  he  rented  a  house  and  piece  of  land  near 
the  church,  and  by  the  produce  of  {\\g  days  labor  of  the  week,  addeil  to  the 
support  of  his  family."  A  member  of  his  family  says  that  his  salary  was 
three  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  a  sum  that  did  not  sulllee  to  support  his 
family  even  with  the  most  rigid  ecouomy  and  industry.  He  had  a  sunvll  fund 
—  .^2.000  —  which  he  had  saved  before  he  entered  the  ministry,  and  from  this 
fund  hf  drew  from  year  to  year  as  necessity  reipiired. 

He  was  a  kin(l-li(  arteij  and  scir-deiiyiiig  man,  "'an  earnest,  laborious 
j)rea<'her  of  the  gospel,  and  his  i)reacliiug  t'liiinently  scriptural."  (^ne  says: 
"  Like  Dryden's  faithful  pastor  he 

'  I'rcjirlicil  the  joys  of  Mciivcii.  ;iii<l  imiii^  1)1   11(11, 
Ainl  wiiriii'il  tin;  siniu-r  with  luTtuniii;,'  /(!!il. 
Rut  (III  ilcrniil  .Mercy.  Invi-d  to  (Iwcll.' " 

He  was  iield  ill  higli  esteem  liy  his  lirotiier  ministers,  ••  mikI  \vhen(iod  called 
him  from  his  earthly  labors  to  come  up  higlu'r,"  one  of  them  writes:  "Ue 
and  thi-  eliniches  feel  ami  mourn  his  loss." 

I  lit  muHt  Imvf  hcen  l»orii  In  ITt.xor  17»;ii.  —  Ki>rn>i{. 
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He  delivered  a  ''  Century  Sermon"  on  the  one  hundredth  anniversary 
of  John  Shepard's  (''the  ancient")  birth  in  Foxborough.  This  was  about 
ten  years  before  his  death,  and  the  occasion  was  made  one  of  "great 
attraction." 

Mr.  Read  married  Rebecca  Burton,  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  who  died  in  1833, 
aged  sixty-sis  years.  They  liad  three  children:  Andrew  B.,  who  died  in 
1877;  Samuel  Stillman  (the  third  son),  who  died  about  1831  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-seven;  and  James  H.  (the  second  son),  born  August  30,  1801, 
and  who  is  still  liviug  at  the  period  of  this  writing,  having  reached  the  very 
advanced  age  of  eighty-five.' 

April  28,  1815,  Rev.  Stephen  S.  Nelson,  who  was  then  preaching  in  Bell- 
iugham,  was  invited  "  to  take  the  Pastoral  care  of  this  church."  He  was 
dismissed  in  May,  1820.  For  one  year  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  Rev. 
Jonathan  Wilson,  and  the  succeeding  year  by  several  ministers. 

Rev.  Silas  Hall,  of  Raynham,  came  here  in  1823  and  remained  four 
years.  He  was  subsequently  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Taunton.  He 
was  a  veteran  preacher  in  this  part  of  the  State,  having  supplied  numerous 
churches  in  various  towns.  He  continued  his  services  as  a  preacher  till  near 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  at  Raynham. 

Rev.  William  Phillips  succeeded  Mr.  Hall  as  pastor.  He  was  ordained 
here  in  February,  1827.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Dr.  Benedict,  of 
Pawtucket.  Mr.  Phillips  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  the  class  of  1826 
and  attended  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Newton.  He  remained  over  the 
church  here  but  two  years,  having  received  a  call  from  the  Third  Baptist 
church  in  Providence  to  become  their  pastor,  which  he  accepted.  He  con- 
tinued there  until  1842,  when  he  resigned  his  charge  and  ever  after  declined 
settling  as  pastor  over  any  society,  though  he  continued  to  preach  in  neigh- 
boring churches  till  his  death. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  born  in  Provincetow^n,  Mass.,  August  24,  1801.  He  died 
May  30,  1879,  at  his  residence  near  Providence,  aged  seventy-seven  years, 
nine  months,  and  six  days.  In  1827  he  married  Susan,  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah Cole,  of  Providence.  His  second  wife  was  Roxalana,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin Edwards,  of  Charlestown,  Mass.  At  his  death  he  left  a  widow,  five 
sons,  and  one  daughter.  In  1830  he  was  elected  a  trustee  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity and  held  the  office  till  his  death.  In  an  obituary  notice  of  him,  pub- 
lished soon  after  his  decease,  the  writer  thus  speaks  of  his  character  as  a 
preacher:  "In  the  pulpit  Mr.  Phillips  gained  attention  by  his  rich  and  per- 


1  Mr.  Read  has  Ijeen  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Providence,  R.  I.  He  was  a  warm  friend  of  the 
author  for  a  long  period.  He  retains  his  faculties  to  a  remarliable  ilej?ree,  has  the  vigor  of  intellect 
belonging  to  middle  life,  and  his  penmanship  might  be  the  envy  of  many  a  youth,  as  a  beautifully 
written  letter  to  the  Editor,  containing  facts  of  much  interest,  bears  ample  testimony.  Deacon  Read 
died  June  5, 1S93,  aged  ninety-one  years,  nine  months,  and  six  days.  ["  He  enjoyed  pretty  good  health 
\ip  to  about  a  year  before  his  death,  and  retained  his  mental  faculties  quite  clear  until  within  a  few 
months  when  his  mind  seemed  to  fail  some."] 
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suasive  voire,  ami  I'y  lii.s  agreeable  delivery.  Ami  his  .sennoDs.  clear  and 
onlerlv  in  their  method,  and  fnll  of  thuuuiitful  instruction,  delivered  from  a 
studv  of  the  wonl,  and  a  liviiiu',  progressive  Christian  experience,  had  a 
charm  and  force  of  their  own.  imparted  by  the  gentU'  and  gracious  character 
of  the  man.  and  the  excellent  spirit  that  was  in  liim.  He  was  a  good  man 
and  true,  and  universally  honored  and  loved." 

Hev.  Jonathan  E.  Forbush  was  received  into  the  church  and  chosen  pas- 
tor April  1,  1.S32,  and  remained  for  four  years. 

Rev.  Silas  Hall  otliciated  a  second  time  as  pastor,  cuuiuiencing  in  January, 
J 837,  and  remaining  two  years. 

Rev.  Reuben  Mowry  was  the  next  pastor.  He  came  here  in  June,  183tt, 
and  continued  a  successful  ministry  for  eight  years  till  May,  1847,  Avheu  he 
requested  a  dismission  to  accept  a  pastorate  in  Homer,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  N.  G.  Lovell  had  charge  of  the  church  for  three  \ears,  commencing 
ins  labors  in  1847  —  being  ortlained  June  23  of  that  year  —  and  remaining 
until  June,  l8ol.  Tiiis  was  his  last  pastorate.  He  supplied  a  church  in 
Vallev  Falls,  R.  1.,  for  a  few  months  and  died  there  in  Noveml)er,  18")!. 

Rev.  William  H.  Alden,  now  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  was  ordained  over 
this  church  September  1,  1852.  He  had  supplied  tiie  pulpit  for  al)Out  a  year 
previously,  while  still  a  student  at  Newton  Theological  Seminary.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  pastorate  till  April  2G,  185G,  when  he  recjuested  a  dismission  to 
accept  the  call  of  the  First  Church  of  Lowell,  this  State. 

Rev.  G.  F.  Warren  was  next  called.  He  accepted  the  invitation  of  the 
church,  and  commenced  his  ministry  October  1,  1857,  when  he  was  installed. 
He  was  dismissed  in  October,  1860,  after  a  very  successful  pastorate. 

Following  Mr.  Warren,  Rev.  J.  F.  Ashley,  of  Templetou,  supplied  the 
pulpit  three  months  and  was  here  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  tiie 
spring  of  1861,  when  he  enlisted.  He  was  chosen  captain  of  Company  I,  the 
volunteer  company  that  was  formed.  "May  12tli.  the  cinnch  unanimously 
passed  a  res(jlution  earneslly  protesting  against  tiu-  action  of  tlu'  company 
and  the  citizens,  hoping  he  might  be  left  to  iiis  duties  at  home."  This  action 
was  of  no  avail  and  he  le<l  his  company  to  the  front.  Marcrr3(l,  1X62,  he 
asked  to  be  disn)issed.  Tiiis  request  was  granted,  and  his  pastorate  ended 
one  year  aftt-r  its  regular  conniiencenu-nt. 

Rev.  Aliijah  Hall  accepted  a  call  October  l'.»,  i.S(;2.  in  Drcemlier,  1865, 
hi^.  repe:ited  lesiiination  was  accepteil.  jO  liim  siicccidcd  Ke\ .  George 
C<^oper  for  a  few  years.  He  was  ordained  here  .linn-  1,  l.s66,  the  regular 
duti«'s  of  the  pastorale  being  assumed  the  following  Octcjlu-r.  He  was  dis- 
miwsed  at  his  own  re(|iie>t  in  I)ccendier,  l.Sd'.t,  an<l  went  to  ( Jloversville.  X.  Y. 
He  is  now  in  Richmond,  Va.  In  1«71  Rev.  Lyman  Chase,  of  Hightstown, 
N.  J.,  received  and  accept»'il  :i  <-all  from  the  church.  He  remained  only 
about  a  year,  but  was  nnicli  csteeuied.  In  l>(72  Rev.  William  Fitz,  of 
Montpclier.  \'t..  became   pa^-tor,  :iiid   dniiim   that   year  a  comnio(lious  p:irson- 
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age  was  built.  He  vesigued  in  1873,  because  tlie  society  was  not  able  to 
meet  the  obligatiou  it  had  imposed  upon  itself  as  an  inducement  for  him  to 
take  charge  of  the  church. 

In  April,  1874,  Rev.  Samuel  T.  Frost  became  pastor.  His  labors  ceased 
at  his  own  request  July  1,  1875.  After  him  the  church  called  Rev.  W.  H. 
Kling,  of  Wakefield,  R.  I.,  who  became  their  pastor  December  22,  1875. 
His  ministrations  ceased  in  the  autumn  of  1881.  In  the  spring  of  1883  a 
unanimous  call  from  both  church  and  society  was  extended  to  Rev.  F.  W. 
Towle,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  He  remained  until  the  spring  of  1886, 
becoming  very  much  endeared  to  the  people.  At  that  time  failing  health 
made  it  necessarj'  for  him  to  resign  his  labors  and  employ  himself  in  a  differ- 
ent vocation. 

In  August  of  1886  a  unanimous  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  Charles  H. 
Wheeler.  He  was  born  in  Wellesly  village  in  the  town  of  Needham,  this 
State.  He  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1882  and  at  Newton  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  in  1885.  He  commenced  pastoral  labors  in  Pittsfield,  N.  H., 
and  from  that  place  came  to  this  town.  He  was  installed  here  October  6, 
1886,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  yearly  Associational  gathering,  and  is  the 
present  pastor  of  the  church  (1887).^ 

The  first  meetinghouse  was  not  finished  till  1784,  though  it  was  erected 
many  years  previous,  before  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  meetings  were 
held  in  it  during  that  time.  Peter  Blackinton  gave  the  lot  on  which  it  stood. 
The  deed  of  gift  was  not  made  until  some  time  after  the  house  was  built. 
It  bears  date  October  13,  1783,  and  is  given  to  "  Daniel  Daggett,  Levi 
Maxcy,  Gent.,  Joseph  Guild,  Jun.,  Yeoman,"  —  the  committee  for  the 
chuich, —  "for  the  use  of  a  meeting  house  lot,  and  that  only  forever." 
Further,  '"Said  lot  contains  by  estimation  one  third  of  an  acre,  belt  more 
or  less.  (Reserve  to  said  Blackinton  one  apple  tree  on  said  premises),  —  and 
said  Society  to  maintain  two  thirds  of  the  fence  on  said  lot.  With  war- 
ranty." The  first  building  was  finished  "in  the  old-fashioned  style,  with 
sounding-board,  pulpit  almost  as  high  as  the  galleries,  old  men's  seats  front- 
ing the  pulpit,  square,  high,  upright  pews,  with  railings  through  which  the 
minister  was  seen,  no  stoves,  no  window  curtains." 

The  present  meetinghouse  was  built  in  the  spring  of  1817  and  is  substantially 
the  same  as  when  erected.  The  present  site  "  between  the  two  roads, 
was  offered  by  Col.  Hatch,  to  which  an  addition  was  made  by  William  Black- 
inton." The  new  building  had  at  first  no  vestry  and  was  twenty  feet  shorter 
than  now,  and  the  church  continued  to  use  the  old  building,  which  stood 
where  the  schoolhouse  now  stands,  for  its  social  meetings  for  a  number  of 
years  after  this  was  built.  About  the  same  time  a  house  was  purchased  of 
the  "Cotton    Manufacturing  Company"  for  a  parsonage,   which  was    used 


1  Rev.  S.  Knowles  is  the  present  pastor  (1893). 
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until  l>*2'-i.  Diiriiii;  that  yeai-  a  parsonage  was  hiiilt,  it  being  the  house  later 
oecupieil  l»y  Mr.  Dt-xttT  Day.  Tlif  pn'snit  paisouaue,  as  has  lieen  stated, 
was  Iniilt  in  1^72. 

As  we  have  seen,  this  chureh  was  formed  in  17<)'J,  with  ten  members.  In 
17y."{  tliis  number  had  inereasetl  to  seventy-four,  and  ten  years  later  there 
had  been  an  additional  increase  of  thiity.  There  have  been  periods  of 
special  revival  under  several  of  the  pastors,  notably  Kev.  Mr.  Nelson.  In 
l!^i:5  there  were  one  hundred  and  eleven  members;  in  181G,  about  a  year  after 
Mr.  Nelson  ])ecame  pastor,  the  church  had  nearly  doubled  in  size,  there  being 
then  two  hundred  and  seven  nicmliers.  The  following  year,  \x\~ ,  "thirty- 
three  were  dismissed  to  form  the  Baptist  Church  in  Foxborough."  At  the 
end  of  eight  years  from  this  time  we  find  the  numbers  greatly  reduced,  there 
being  then  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  mendiers  ;  two  years  later  we  find 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine;  and  in  1842,  while  Rev.  Mr.  Mowry  was  pastor, 
the  largest  number,  two  hundred  and  twelve.  In  1844  quite  a  number  were 
dismissed  to  form  another  church,  and  for  more  than  ten  years  ensuing  there 
seemed  to  be  a  steady  though  gradual  decrease,  until  under  Rev.  Mr. 
Warren  large  additions  were  juade,  and  under  Rev.  Mr.  Cooi)er's  pastorate 
the  number  again  exceeded  two  hundred. 

Manv  iiave  left  this  church  and  congregation  to  woi'ship  with  other  societies 
in  the  vicinitv,  but  tiie  congregation  is  again  increasing,  and  \\\v  piesent  aver- 
age is  ab<jut  two  hundreil,  and  the  membership  of  the  church  one  hundred 
and  Hftv-seven.  The  Sunday-school  has  aliout  one  hundred  and  sixty  mem- 
bers, and  the  average  attendance  is  at)out  one  hundred  and  forty. 

"Connected  witii  the  Church  is  a  legal  Society,  fornu'd  and  organized 
under  the  R.  S.  by  Hon.  John  Daggett,  Feb.  11th,  ISal."  This  society 
has  the  care  of  the  i)roperty  and  the  financial  affaiis  of  the  church.  Its 
resourccH  are  the  voluntary  offerings  of  its  members  anil  the  congregation, 
as  the  sittings  in  tiie  church  are  free  to  all  who  choose  to  attend  the  religious 
sen'ices. 

SOUTH   iiAi-rr^T  (nritcii. 

This  church,  which  is  now  extinct,  was  established  as  early  as  17(>0.  Its 
records  cannot  be  found.  April  20,  17.S'.»,  the  lirsi  and  si'contl  Raptist 
churches  in  Attleboiongh  met  and  agi-eed  upon  t'eilowship  as  si.ster  churches. 
Previous  to  this  union  there  seems  to  have  \)w\\  some  trouble  over  doctrinal 
matters.  Klder  Isaac  Backus,  of  .Middlcborough,  writes  to  the  "Brethren' 
of  thi-t  cliiirch.  refcning  to  those  troidiles.  lie  and  two  brcliinii  lioni  his 
church  were  invited  to  be  present  at  the  ordination  of  some  eldci-  over  the 
South  Baptist  church,  which  occurred  .Inly  ;{,  17<"p.'».  I'pon  examination  it 
was  found  that  this  ('hurch  held  to  •'  cumminiion  with  pedobaptisls."  there- 
fore KIder  Backuh  could  not  a<-l  with  them.  Other  dissensions  arose,  but  of 
their  .settlement  the  author  knows  notliing.     The  doctrinal  matti'rs  must  have 
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been  satisfactorily  arranged,  or  the  union   above  mentioned  could  not  have 
been  consummated. 

Elder  Elihu  Daggett  was  the  first  preacher.  It  is  believed  that  he  was 
never  regularly  settled  here.  He  occasionally  preached  at  the  North  Baptist 
church.  He  was  the  son  of  Deacon  Mayhew  Daggett,  of  this  town.  His 
wife  was  Rebeccah  Stanley,  daughter  of  Jacob  Stanley,  one  of  the  first  of 
that  name  who  came  here  from  Topsfield.  He  had  two  sons,  Ichabod  and 
Mayhew,  in  the  French  War.^  He  was  interred  in  the  north  bury ing-grouud. 
On  his  gravestone  is  the  following  inscription:  "Sacred  to  the  memory  of 
Elder  Elihu  Daggett,  who  died  August  29th,  1769,  in  the  60th  year  of  his 
age."  "Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Rebeccah  Daggett,  (his  widow)  who 
died  September  20th,  1799,  in  the  85th  year  of  her  age. 

"  What  ire  left  behind  us,  others  possess; 
What  v:e  gave  to  the  poor,  ire  carried  inth  us." 

The  next  preacher  was  Elder  Elisha  Carpenter,  Jr.  He  was  settled 
June  7,  1778,  according  to  a  certificate  found  cited  on  the  town  records.  He 
remained  pastor  of  the  church  till  about  1798.  when  he  removed  to  Pro%idence, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  died. 

Elder  Carpenter's  connection  with  the  church  was  evidently  not  entirely 
dissolved  until  some  years  later  than  the  above  date,  for  in  a  letter  to  a  sister 
dated  "  Attleborough,  Jan.  26,  1802,"  he  mentions  the  business  meeting  at 
which  the  church  dismissed  himself  and  his  wife  aud  were  about  to  send  them 
"away  in  Peace,  with  recommendations  as  they  thought  best."  He  speaks 
of  having  preached  a  few  sermons  and  should  preach  what  he  could  while  he 
stayed.  From  this  letter  it  would  seem  that  he  was  acceptable  to  the  church, 
and  they  were  loth  to  part  with  him.'^  He  was  a  native  of  this  town,  a  son  of 
Elisha  Carpenter,  and  was  born  August  17.  1745.  His  wife  was  Anna  Free- 
man, also  of  this  town. 

Soon  after  Elder  Carpenter's  removal  the  church  was  dissolved  and  the 
members  connected  themselves  with  other  churches  in  the  vicinity.  The 
meetinghouse  was  taken  down  about  1810.  It  stood  on  the  south  side  of  the 
road  leading  from  what  was  known  twenty  years  later  as  the  late  Thomas 
Cooper's  place  to  that  of  Captain  Joseph  Tiffany. 

FIRST    UKIVERSALIST    SOCIETY. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  August  17,  1816,  when  the  society  was  organ- 
ized. The  original  compact  states  that  "  Daniel  Richardson,  Jr.,  Obed 
Robinson,  and  forty  others  associated  themselves  together  as  the  First  Uni- 


'  See  Porter's  Memoir  of  Colonel  Jonathan  Eddy,  p.  4. 

2  He  may  have  left  town  "about  1798,"  returning  to  preach  sometimes,  and  the  church  may  have 
refused  a  final  dismission  until  about  the  date  of  the  letter  quoted.  The  expression  "  preach  what  he 
could  "  seems  to  imply  feeble  health.  — Editor. 


280  -1    SKETCH   OF  riiE 

versalist  Society  in  Attlehorougli."  February  20,  1818,  it  was  incorporated 
bv  Act  of  Legislature  under  that  name.  The  first  religious  services  were 
held  in  a  hall  belonging  to  Samuel  Newell,  of  West  Attleborough.  He  was 
the  proprietor  of  ••  Newell's  Tavern"  at  that  time,  and  this  hall  was  no 
doubt  the  one  connected  with  his  famous  inn. 

The  first  minister  was  the  Rev.  Kichard  C'arri(iiif.  who  coiuinenccd  preach- 
ing here  in  May,  1817.  A  lot  was  purchased,  and  dm-ing  the  sunnnor  of  1818 
a  meetinghouse  was  built.  It  stood  on  the  old  post  road  a  few  rods  south  of 
the  First  Congregational  meetinghouse  and  opposite  Newell's  tavern.  The 
building  was  dedicated  on  December  29,  1818,  at  which  time  Mr.  Carricpie 
was  ordained  (or  installed?)  and  Rev.  Hosea  Ballon  preached  the  sermon. 
W-rv  little  is  known  of  Mr.  Carrique's  previous  or  subsequent  lift'.  A 
notice  of  the  death  of  his  son  in  Pawtucket  states  that  he  was  born  in 
Williamstown,  this  State,  and  from  the  dates  given  it  would  seem  that  the 
father  nuist  have  resided  in  that  place  previous  to  his  coming  t(j  this  town. 
The  same  account  speaks  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Carrique  as  "a  much  respected 
clergyman,"  and  he  was  doubtless  a  man  of  considerable  aV)ility.  He 
delivered  aji  oration  in  the  Baptist  church  ui)on  a  memorable  occasion,  and 
he  seems  to  have  been  always  connected  with  matters  of  public  interest. 
During  his  residence  in  town  he  held  meetings  in  the  Fast  village  in 
Bolkom's  hall,  and  to  these  attempts  to  establish  an  interest  in  this  denomi- 
nation in  that  part  of  the  town  there  was  decided  and  marked  opposition 
manifested  on  the  part  of  some  at  least  of  the  "■orthodox"  residents.  Mr. 
Carrique's  salary  was  four  hundred  and  lifty  dollars  a  year.  He  was  dis- 
missed in  January,  1822. 

The  next  minister  was  the  Rev.  Robert  Kilhain.  wlio  coniuuMHTd  pn-aching 
March  18,  1822,  and  was  soon  after  installeil.  He  was  dismissed  in  April, 
1828.  To  him  succeeded  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Wright,  who  was  installed 
during  that  same  year,  1828.  He  remained  f(»i'  several  years  —  was  here 
doubtless  in  1H34  — but  the  date  of  his  dismission  could  not  l)e  ascertained. 
The  church  thus  continued  for  quite  a  numlx'i'  of  years  at  Oldtown,  Itut  at 
length — and  prolialily  not  long  subseipient  to  the  last-mentioni'd  date — the 
society  or  some  of  its  members  commenced  holding  services  in  North 
Attleborougii.  Where  tliese  weic  at  first  held  is  not  known  to  the  writer, 
hut  after  coiitiiiMing  tlieni  for  a  lime  sullicieiit  interest  was  manifested  to 
warrant  the  jjurchase  of  a  lot,  which  was  accordingly  done,  anil  in  18-11  a 
new  church  edifice  was  erected  on  the  site  still  occupied  by  the  society. 
This  building  was  dedicated  on  the  .'{il  of  November,  isll,  and  the  sermon 
wftH  preached  by  the  Rev.  William  S.  lialcli.  of  Providence.  The  records 
statj'  :  "  'I'he  wt'ather  was  line,  the  house  was  full  as  we  could  se:it  and  stand, 
and  s(jme  cc)uld  not  gel   in." 

^leauwhile    the  church  at    West   Attleborough    dwindled    away  and   linally 
ceai*e<l  to  exiHt.     "The  liuihling  was  sold    at    auction   and    lioughl  by  Mr. 
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Bartholomew  Cushmau  who  later  sold  it  to  the  Methodists  at  North  Attle- 
borough."  They  took  it  down  aud  removed  it  to  that  village,  putting  it  up  ou 
the  lot  where  the  high  school  building  now  stands.  (This  was  the  society,  it 
is  said,  many  of  whose  members  embraced  the  faith  of  the  Millerites,  and  the 
building  was  used  by  that  sect  for  its  religious  services.)  Subsequentl}'  Mr. 
H.  M.  Richards  became  its  owner  aud  removed  it  to  the  Union  House  lot, 
joining  it  to  that  hotel,  where  it  was  used  as  a  hall.  When  the  hotel  was 
burned,  the  hall  was  also  burned. 

In  March,  1841,  Rev.  Benjamin  H.  Davis  assumed  the  ministerial  charge  of 
the  society,  and  succeeding  him  Rev.  Mr.  Lloyd  and  Rev.  Mr.  Coffin  had 
charge  each  for  a  short  time,  but  at  what  precise  dates  is  not  knowui. 

Rev.  J.  D.  Pierce  became  pastor  in  1845,  but  after  three  years,  on  account 
of  failing  health,  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  his  duties.  After  his  resigna- 
tion in  1848,  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Dennis  accepted  the  charge  and  remained  until 
1852.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  C.  Craven  in  January,  1853,  who  remained 
but  a  short  time. 

In  May,  1855,  Mr.  Pierce  was  recalled  to  the  pastorate  from  Claremont, 
N.  H.,  and  accepted.  ¥ov  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  was  the  faith- 
ful and  devoted  minister  of  this  society,  and  was  always  ready  for  every 
good  work  which  he  found  to  do,  and  interested  himself  in  whatever  con- 
cerned the  general  interests  and  welfare  of  the  town.  He  was  particularly 
earnest  in  promoting  the  cause  of  common  school  education  and  was  for 
many  years  an  active  member  of  the  school  committee,  as  well  as  a  teacher. 
By  his  w,ise  and  judicious  conduct  aud  exemplary  character  he  won  and 
justly  deserved  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  denominations  throughout 
the  town,  aud  his  death  was  regarded  as  a  great  public  loss. 

The  following  Memorial  Record  ^  was  prepared  by  a  committee  chosen  for 
the  purpose  and  presented  by  them  to  the  First  Universalist  Society. 

"Joseph  Dexter  Pierce  was  born  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  Massachusetts, 
Nov.  15th,  1815.  Having  lost  his  father  in  early  youth,  he  was  brought  to 
manhood  by  a  mother's  care.  In  early  life  he  was  apprenticed  as  a  car- 
penter, and  for  some  time  worked  at  his  trade.  He  had,  however,  a  taste 
for  intellectual  pursuits,  and,  at  his  own  expense,  obtained  a  thorough 
academic  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the 
Derby  Academy  in  Hingham,  Mass.  He  studied  for  the  ministry  with  Rev. 
Dr.  Hosea  Ballon,  2d,  the  first  President  of  Tufts  College  at  Medford, 
Mass. 

"While  yet  a  student  he  preached  his  first  sermon,  Nov.  10th,  1839,  in 
East  Boston,  where  he  was  ordained  the  same  year.  After  a  few  months 
labor  in  East  Boston,  he  received  a  call  to  the  Universalist  society  in  Hart- 


1  Copied  from  the  Attleborough  Chronicle  of  February  23, 1884.    The  committee  were  B.  Porter,  Jr., 
5.  H.  Bugbee,  E.  R.  Price. 
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laiul.  Vi'iniont,  iiml  was  settled  there  Sept.  13th,  1840.  This  pastorate  con- 
tinued nearly  five  years,  until  May  11th,  1845. 

"At  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years  he  received  a  call  to  the  First  I'niver- 
«alist  society  in  Attlehorough,  and  preached  liis  lirst  sermon  as  pastor  of 
this  society,  June  20th,  1845.  This  ministry,  after  three  years  successful 
service,  he  was  obliged  to  resign  on  account  of  ill-health.  He  continued  to 
reside  here,  and  on  the  recovery  of  his  health,  engaged  in  teaching  in  this 
place,  and  did  pastoral  work  in  "Wrentham  until  the  spring  of  1850,  when  the 
First  Universalist  society  of  C'laremont.  New  Hampshire,  extended  to  him 
a  call  to  become  their  pastor. 

"  He  accepted  the  call  and  commenced  his  labors  INIarch  17th,  1850.  His 
ministry  in  that  place  continued  five  j'ears,  and  was  so  successful,  that,  to 
this  dav,  there  are  people  in  Claremont  who  reraemlier  with  grateful  emotion 
the  words  of  truth  and  sympathy  which  fell  from  his  lips. 

"  In  Mav,  1855,  he  received  a  unanimous  call  to  return  to  the  First  Uni- 
versalist society  at  North  Attlehorough,  and  accepted  it.  His  first  sermon, 
after  his  recall,  was  preached  June  3d,  1855.  Here  he  labored  unceasingly 
in  the  Master's  vineyard  until  called  to  receive  the  reward  of  those  who  love 
their  fellowmen,  Tuesday,  Nov.  KUh,  1880.  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years 
and  one  day. 

"  During  this  pastorate  of  more  than  twenty-five  years  he  worked  heartily 
and  suffered  cheerfully,  tiiat  he  might  advance  the  good  doctrine  in  which  he 
liiinlv  l)elieved  —  'that  from  the  beginning,  (iod  had  chosen  all  men  to  salva- 
tion, through  sanctification  of  the  spirit,  and  brlii'f  of  the  trutii.'  He  was 
a  constant  attendant  upon  conventions  and  conferences,  and  interested  in  all 
the  work  of  the  denomination.  He  served  thirteen  years  as  a  member,  and 
most  of  the  time  as  chairman,  of  the  connr.ittee  on  Fellowship.  Ordination 
and  Discipline.  He  was  interested  too,  in  all  educational  and  beni'volent 
enterprises.  Hut  his  chief  work  was  in  his  pulpit,  in  pastoral  work,  and  in 
the  Sunday  School.  As  a  sermouizer,  a  reasoner,  he  stood  high  in  the  estima- 
tion of  his  brethren.  As  a  pastor,  carrying  the  faith  he  i)reachcd,  and  doing 
his  Master's  work,  wherever  sickness  and  sorrow  called  him,  in  all  the  homes 
of  his  own  parish,  and  often  iti  the  homes  of  other  parishes  and  dcnoniina- 
tions,  he  came  as  near  the  standard  of  the  good  minister  of  Christ  as  it  falls 
to  thf  lot  of  man  to  attain.  Wlicn  thr  i  lunch  edifice  was  enlarged  and  ini- 
pr«>ved,  his  iicart  was  cheered  ;  and  the  prosperity  of  the  society  assured, 
when  by  his  efforts  the  church  was  organized.  And  so  nincli  did  lie  value  its 
inlliience  tliat  almost  his  last  work  was  :in  cllnrt  to  cnlaiuc  its  mcmbcrsliip 
and  secuic  its  cllicicncy.  Such  arc  the  simple  annals  (if  the  good  minister  of 
Clirist. 

"  Josepii  Dexter  I'iercc  had  a  natmai  gift  of  pi'cacliing.  and  his  daily  life 
exemplified  the  spirit  :ind  teachings  of  tln'  Divine  Mastei'.  Of  feeble  health, 
—  he  once   ^*aid   that   he   had   not    known  a  waking   hour   fr»'e   from   pain   for 
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fifteen  years,  —  yet  he  devoted  his  time  and  talents  to  the  work  he  loved 
with  tireless  zeal.  He  was  in  all  the  higher  and  grander  elements  of  char- 
acter an  almost  exceptional  man.  In  him,  living,  this  church  and  the  world 
had  a  true  exponent  of  the  principles  of  Universalism,  one,  who  by  the  daily 
])eauty  of  his  life  gave  dignity  and  power  to  its  teachings,  and  who,  dying, 
left  his  character  to  this  society  for  their  guidance  and  imitation,  and  his 
memory  as  a  sacred  trust." 

November  30,  1855,  Mr.  Pierce  married  Martha  S.  Price,  oldest  daughter 
and  child  of  George  and  Martha  Grant  Price,  of  this  town.  Four  daughters 
of  this  marriage  survive:  Agnes,  Mrs,  John  D.  Long;  Bertha,  Mary  W., 
and  Helen,  Mrs.  Charles  Esseltyn. 

Mrs.  Pierce  was  in  every  way  eminently  fitted  for  tlie  position  of  a  min- 
ister's wife.  She  was  a  woman  of  superior  intellectual  endowments  and 
attainments  and  therefore  an  aid  and  an  inspiration  to  her  husband  in  the 
public  duties  of  his  ofltice.  She  was  possessed  of  a  true,  unselfish  nature, 
a  puie  and  lovely  Christian  character,  and  was  peculiarly  adapted  to  be  the 
helpmeet  of  such  a  man  as  he  was  in  all  his  faithful,  unselfish  ministrations 
among  the  suffering  and  sorrowing  of  his  people.  She  survived  him  but 
a  few  years  and  died  December  14,  1886,  not  only  universally  regretted,  but 
mourned  for  with  a  real,  heartfelt  sorrow  l)y  all  those  who  knew  her  well. 

Mr.  Pierce  was  a  man  of  rare  character,  and  he  lived  a  rarely  unselfish 
life,  endearing  himself  to  all  who  came  in  contact  with  liim  to  an  unusual 
degree.  One  recently  testified  to  the  truth  (jf  this  statement  and  spoke  of 
hearing  frequent  mention  of  his  great  worth,  while  to  this  day  manv  humble 
persons  repeat  the  story  of  his  deeds  of  kindness  and  true  charity  to  them 
and  with  simple,  earnest  words  touchingly  tell  their  own  sorrow  for  his  loss. 
Trulv  he  was  of  such  good  men  as  they  of  whom  the  Master  said  :  "•  They 
shall  have  their  reward,"  and  when  they  "  rest  from  theii'  lai)ors,  their  works 
do  follow  them." 

The  church  edifice,  built  and  dedicated  in  1841,  was  twice  somewhat 
changed,  once  in  1859  and  again  in  1865,  when  it  was  enlarged  and  im. 
proved  both  externally  and  internally.  From  that  time  it  remained  wholly 
unchanged  till  it  was  abandoned,  a  period  of  nearly  twenty  years,  though  it 
became  in  every  way  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  parish. 

The  members  of  the  society  who  previous  to  1840  removed  from  West  to 
North  Attleborough  retained  the  original  parish  organization,  and  the  society 
is  therefore  the  one  incorporated  in  1818.  With  the  church  it  is  otherwise. 
Its  memliers  for  some  reason  declined  to  remove  from  Oldtown  and  con- 
tinued there  for  a  time  as  a  regular  religious  body,  but  finally  diminished  so 
that  the  church  died  away  and  the  original  organization  was  lost.  Up  to 
1859  the  only  organization  in  North  Attleborough  was  that  of  a  society^  but 
on  March  9,  1859,  when  upon  the  completion  of  the  alterations  and  repairs 
the  edifice  was  rededicated,  a  chm-ch  of  about  forty  members  was  formed. 
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This  was  ihe  result  lar<rely  of  the  zealous  efforts  of  the  then  pastor.  Rev. 
Mr.  Pierce,  who  hail  beeu  laboriiiir  eontimially  for  a  )oim  i)eriod  with  this  eiul 
in  view. 

Tlie  Hev.  John  S.  Cantwell.  i>.u.,  was  the  pastor  who  succeeded  Mr. 
Pierce.  He  came  here  Keltruary  12.  1881,  and  was  installed  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  th«'  followiu;j.  May.  Soon  uftcr  tiiis  time  a  decided  movement 
was  niadi'  in  the  direction  of  the  much-needed  new  church  buildin<>-,  and  the 
irood  work  was  so  earnestly  and  elliciently  pushed  forward  that  sutlicienl 
fund>  wi-re  sul»scril»ed  in  a  siiort  tiiiii'.  One  of  the  original  tei-nis  of  the 
sultseription  was  that  no  debt  should  lie  allowi'd  to  remain  on  the  completed 
editice.  Plans  were  ad(»ptcd  and  labor  commenced  by  removing  the  old  and 
layiuii  the  foundations  for  the  new  building,  all  of  which  was  accomplished 
by  September,  1882.  The  old  building  was  purchased  by  the  Wainsutta 
Hotel  Association  and  placed  on  Elm  Street  adjoining  tiie  hotel,  where  it  is 
used  as  a  hall,  and  where  for  some  time  the  town  meetings  of  North  Attle- 
iMirough  have  been   held. 

The  cornerstone  of  the  new  building  was  laid  September  18,  18M2,  and 
tlie  occasion  was  made  very  interesting.  The  exercises  commenced  with  an 
appropriate  introductory  address  by  the  pastor  of  the  church,  following 
wiiicii  was  tiie  Scripture  reading  by  Rev.  Mr.  lllnmn  and  a  prayer  offered  by 
Rev.  C.  W.  Tomlinson.  d.d..  of  Pawtucket.  The  choir  of  the  church  sang 
the  hynni  "O  I  sing  unto  the  Loid  a  new  song";  and  a  hymn,  written  for  the 
occasion  by  Mrs.  Frank  Mason,  was  sung  l)y  the  i-ntire  concourse  of  peoph- 
Irt  the  tune  "  America."  Then  came  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  cornerstone 
in  its  place  with  the  impressive  I'itual  of  the  Order  by  otiicers  of  the  Masonic 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts.  The  cornerstone  is  a  largi'  brown  stone, 
engraved  on  the  front  or  eastern  side  with  an  inclined  cross,  on  the  north 
hide  with  tin-  s  piarc  and  compass,  and  on  the  south  side  with  the  date  1882. 
Sixty -eight  different  articles  were  placed  in  I  lie  cavity,  siicli  as  photographs, 
H|)ecimens  of  coin  and  scrip,  copies  of  newspapers,  a  history  of  tiie  society. 
etc  .  and  some  of  these  were  special  gifts  for  this  puipose.  As  tiie  stone 
was  lowered  to  its  position,  tlie  Ti'inple  (^>ii:irtet.  of  Hoslon.  leiidned  the 
ftntJH-m  "Lift  Thine  Kycs  "  with  beautiful  elfecl.  Then  f(.llowed  tin-  sjiecial 
<-ereinoni('.s  of  the  Masonic  (  >ii|ei-  upon  --iich  occasions,  iluiiiig  which  more 
inusic  was  rendered  by  the  Temple  (Quartet,  the  linal  piece  being  "  Keller's 
Am<*rican  Hynni."  ,\s  the  dosing  notes  of  th;it  bc;uitiful  song  dieil  awav. 
fifty  of  the  Sun<lay-Hclu»ol  children  came  fiuvvai<l.  and  ea(  li  one  pl;iced  a 
boiupiet  of  llowcis  aluHit  the  <*roHs  upon  the  stone  —  a  lilting  service  appr(»- 
prijit«'ly  performed  in  laying  the  foinidation  for  a  sacreil  edilice.  The 
nddrcHH  <»f  the  day  was  delivered  by  Wev.  A.  .1.  I'nilei  s<>ii.  O.K.,  of  Itoston, 
and  wiiH  very  eUMpient.  'I"he  singing'  of  the  |)o\o|ogy  by  all  the  people 
broiiiriil  the  exercincH  to  a  close,  and  l{e\  .  'I'.  W.  Illman.  then  pastor  of  the 
SecomI  UnivorMnliHt  K<MM<'ty.  pronounced  \\u-  l'cin'diciioii. 


HISTORY  OF  ATTLEBOBOUCiH.  285 

At  the  time  work  was  commenced  on  the  new  building  $31,000  had  been 
subscribed  exclusive  of  the  amount  realized  from  the  sale  of  the  old  build- 
ing. The  edifice  was  completed  in  less  than  two  j'ears  and  was  dedicated 
April  17,  18S4,  It  is  of  the  Gothic  style  of  architecture,  constructed  of 
red  brick,  the  front  especially  being  handsome  and  effective.  The  tower  is 
one  hundred  and  forty  feet  high,  its  base  sixteen  feet  square,  with  corner 
buttresses,  and  the  windows  set  in  ornamental  brickwork.  The  clock  is  fifty- 
six  feet  from  the  base,  and  above  this  the  tower  becomes  six-sided,  tapering 
upward  in  a  beautiful  spire.  On  the  corner  opposite  the  tower  is  a  porch 
with  a  gable  thirty  feet  in  height,  and  connecting  the  two  a  cloister  thirty- 
eight  feet  long  covei'ed  by  a  receding  roof.  Above  this  cloister  "  is  the 
most  beautiful  feature  of  the  front,  —  a  foliated  window  twenty  feet  across, 
and  sixteen  feet  to  its  keystone."  The  point  of  this  window  arch  is  sixty- 
tvvo  feet  high  and  is  ornamented  with  brickwork,  as  are  all  the  other  windows 
throughout  the  building. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  edifice  is  the  chapel,  two  stories  high  and  con- 
taining several  rooms,  with  an  L  in  the  rear  which  contains  the  library,  infant 
schoolroom,  etc.  Upon  the  west  side  is  the  parsonage,  an  attractive  two- 
story  house.  There  are  in  the  front  of  the  church  two  vestibules  connected 
by  the  cloister  and  each  opening  into  the  main  audience  room,  which  is 
"  sixty  feet  either  way."  This  is  a  cheerful,  well-lighted  room,  having 
neither  gallery  nor  ceiling.  The  pulpit  is  opposite  the  front  entrance  doors, 
and  the  pews  are  arranged  in  semicircular  form,  with  the  choir  gallery  and 
organ  on  the  north  side  of  the  pulpit.  Behind  this  gallery  is  the  door  of 
communication  with  the  chapel.  The  Sabbath-school  room  on  its  first  floor 
is  also  a  well-lighted  room,  thirty-four  by  thirty  feet  in  size,  and  above  it  are 
the  parlor,  tea  room,  and  kitchen,  all  thoroughly  appointed.  In  the  rear  of 
the  audience  room  is  the  passage  leading  to  the  parsonage,  whose  interior 
quite  fulfils  the  expectations  raised  by  its  exterior,  for  it  is  a  pretty  and 
commodious  house.  The  entire  structux-e  pleases  and  satisfies  the  eye  and 
presents  a  striking  appearance.  It  is  very  handsome,  but  neither  too  much 
so  nor  too  imposing  for  its  surroundings,  —  a  country  village,  — but  is  appro- 
priate to  its  position  and  a  great  ornament.  It  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
840,000  and  is  said  to  be  the  handsomest  church  of  the  denomination  in  this 
State.  The  idea  of  placing  no  debt  upon  the  building  was  carried  out  in 
both  letter  and  spirit,  a  fact  we  heartily  wish  could  be  recorded  of  every 
church  edifice  of  every  sect  throughout  the  entire  land. 

There  are  eight  memorial  windows  in  the  audience  room,  placed  there  by 
friends  and  relatives  in  memory  of  the  following  persons  :  Captain  and  Mrs. 
Abraham  Hayward,  Mrs.  Oscar  M.  Draper,  Rev.  Joseph  D.  Pierce,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ira  Richards,  INIr.  Stephen  Richardson,  Mrs.  Helen  D.  Smith  (wife  of 
C.  E.  Smith),  Mrs.  Juline  Richards  (wife  of  the  late  H.  M.  Richards),  and 
Iklrs.  Franklin.     The  memorial  to  Mrs.  Draper,  the  beautiful  central  window 
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in  the  front  of  the  (.•Imrcli,  is  tho  larijcst  and  liandsoinest  of  the  nuniljer. 
Tliat  to  Mr.  Pierce  is  on  tiie  opposite  end  of  tlie  chnrcli,  over  the  pulpit,  and 
tile  otiier  six  are  phiced  tiu'ee  on  either  sidi-  of  the  building. 

Dr.  Cantwell  resiijned  March  1,  1<S81.  The  following  November  the  pres- 
ent'pastor,  Kev.  William  F.  Potter,  came  here  and  was  installed  in  January, 
18H,'t.'  Me  was  l)oni  in  Southbridge,  this  State,  in  May,  1843.  He  received 
botli  his  acaden)ieal  and  theological  education  at  St.  Lawrence  University,  in 
Canton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  graduated  iu  l.sC.H.  His  first  pastorate  was  in 
Merrimac,  Mass.,  and  pn-vious  to  liis  coming  to  this  town  he  had  charge 
of  churches  in  Waketii'ld,  Arlington,  and  East  Boston  respectively.  This 
is  his  largest  ciiarge.  His  wife  was  Miss  Lotta  Lord,  of  St.  Lawrence 
County.   X.   Y. 

There  is  a  prosperous  Sabbath-school  connected  with  this  church.  Much 
attention  is  given  to  the  music  here,  and  the  choir  far  exceeds  in  excellence 
that  of  any  other  church  in  town.  The  service  of  song  hoUls  a  far  more 
important  place  in  the  ceremonies  of  religious  worship  to-day  than  it  held  in 
those  of  our  early  New  England  fathers,  and  the  present  standard  of  educa- 
tion in  this  regard  pronounces  a  liberal  expenditure  of  money  in  the  direction 
of  obtaining  the  best  possible  music  in  our  ciiurclies  a  wise  expenditure. 
This  large  society  has  now  a  woithy  and  appropriate  church  edifice,  one 
adequate  to  its  needs  and  almost  perfect  in  its  appointments.  The  only 
regret  possible  in  its  contemi)lation  is  that  the  heart  of  him  who  worked  his 
lifework  among  this  people  could  not  liavt-  Itcen  cheered  and  encouraged  by 
witnessing  this  proof  of  earnest  effort  on  their  part,  and  that  his  eyes  could 
not  have  been  gladdene<l  by  the  sight  of  its  l)eautiful  completion  —  a  reward 
for  his  untiring  zeal  and  the  con.sumniatioii  of  iiis  dearest  earthly  hopes. 

IIKIIKON    ClUKCll. 

This  church  was  gatlicu'd  tiy  Kev.  Thomas  Willianis  imiiu'cliatt'ly  aflei-  his 
dismission  from  the  west  parish  in  l.Si'T.  <  )ii  the  •iotli  of  I)ecein])er  of  that 
year  several  members  of  the  Kirst  Church  who  resided  in  or  near  the  village 
now  called  Hebronvillc  (or  Hclirou)  if(jucsted  dismissal  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  new  church,  and  they  "Minitetlly  agreed,  in  order  to  their  greater 
ilscfiilnesH  in  promoting  the  interests  of  religion,  ti»  l)ecouH'  a  new  church, 
under  the  ciccd  of  Congregal ionMlisni."  A  small  but  neat  meetinghouse 
was  built  .at  the  same  time  on  tju;  line  between  Altleiioroiigh  and  Si'ekonk, 
—  half  in  ruie  town,  half  in  the  other,  —  to  which  and  tlic  neighborhood  tiie 
name  of  Hebronvillc  was  given  by  the  fouiidcr. 

Kev.  .Mr.  Williams  liecaine  the  lirst  pastor.  He  was  llie  son  of  .loseph 
and    Lucy   liilter   \Villiams  and   was  born   in    Pomfret,   Conn.,   Novemlier   '), 

•  Mr.  I'l.tur  n--lk'ii<'l  \\n\   1.  l--'i.  en  iiDoiint   of  IM  ImiiIiIi      Kev.   V.   A.    IMlllnjrhnin   Is  tlii!   incot'iit 
pftiior. 
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1779.  He  entered  Williams  College  in  1795,  but  in  1798  went  to  New  Haven 
and  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1800.  During  the  three  succeeding  years 
he  was  a  teacher  in  Beverly  and  Boston,  Mass.,  and  Woodstock  and  Norwich, 
Conn.  In  the  year  1804  he  studied  theology  with  Dr.  P^mmons,  of  Franklin. 
He  was  ordained  as  an  evangelist  at  Killingly,  Conn.,  May  16,  1804.  Durino- 
the  years  1803-4-5  he  also  acted  as  a  home  missionary  in  New  York,  in 
addition  to  the  other  occupations  mentioned.  In  1806  he  preached  for  a  few 
months  in  Branford,  Conn.,  and  during  the  nine  years  succeeding  he  was 
acting  pastor  of  the  Pacific  Church,  in  Providence,  R.  I.  November  6, 
1816,  he  was  installed  over  the  church  at  Foxborough,  and  was  dismissed  in 
November,  1821,  having  meanwhile  again  become  acting  pastor  over  his 
former  church  in  Providence. 

He  was  installed  over  the  First  Church  in  this  town  September  29,  1824, 
and  dismissed  "by  mutual  consent,  without  council,"  December  11,  1827, 
when,  as  has  been  seen,  he  became  the  pastor  of  the  Hebronville  church. 
This  connection  was  dissolved  in  1832.  From  that  time  on  he  was  largely 
engaged  in  missionary  service,  especially  in  Providence  and  its  vicinity.  He 
was  for  several  years  acting  pastor  in  Barrington,  R.  I.,  resided  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  for  a  short  period,  returning  from  the 
latter  place  to  Providence,  where  he  remained  until  his  death.  It  is  said  that 
duriug  the  period  from  April,  1840,  to  November,  1868,  he  preached  not 
less  than  2,200  times.  In  1814  Brown  University  conferred  upon  him  the 
honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts. 

On  May  20,  1812,  he  married  Ruth,  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Ruth 
Jewett  Hale,  of  Newbury,  Mass.,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children.  She  died 
at  Providence  March  7,  1867.  Mr.  Williams  died  in  the  same  place,  of  old 
age,  September  29,  1876,  aged  ninety-six  years,  ten  months,  and  twenty-four 
days.  For  several  years  "  he  had  been  the  senior  surviving  graduate  of  Yale 
College,  and  he  was  the  last  living  graduate  of  an  American  college  in  the 
eighteenth  century." 

Mr.  Williams  was  a  clergyman  well  known  in  this  vicinity,  and  particularly 
to  the  people  of  this  town,  in  whose  churches  even  for  many  years  after  he 
ceased  his  pastoi'ates  he  was  a  frequent  preacher.  Many  will  remember 
"Father  Williams,"  as  he  was  called  in  his  later  years;  they  will  recall  the 
rather  tall,  spare  form,  clothed  in  garments  of  a  somewhat  quaint  fashion ; 
the  scanty,  flowing  white  locks  ;  the  broad  forehead,  prominent  nose,  sunken 
cheeks  ;  the  large,  determined  mouth  and  the  piercing,  fiery  eye  ;  they  will 
recall  too  the  voice,  which  was  low,  almost  indistinct  at  times,  but  which 
when  he  became  interested  and  animated  in  his  preaching  rose  to  a  higher 
pitch,  growing  louder  and  louder  until  its  penetrating  tones  fell  with  perfect 
distinctness  upon  every  listening  ear.  His  sermons  and  prayers  both  seemed 
rather  long  to  this  generation,  which  demands  its  complete  religion  in  a  nut- 
shell, the  opening  of  which  shall  consume  but  a  short  space  of  even  the  Lord's 
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day  :  l>ut  lioth  were  couched  in  clear,  well-defmed  terms,  ai)d  tlie  lanp;uao:e 
was  foreiMe.  often  eloquent,  and  always  easy  to  be  understood,  for  his  trum- 
pet bore  *'  no  uncertain  sound."  He  was.  as  someone  lias  written.  "•  a  man 
of  viiTorous  and  active  mind,  one  who  entertained  decided  opinions  on  all 
sulijects,  religious  and  seeular.  and  wiio  was  fearless  in  expressing  them. 
Hf  was  animated  in  tiie  delivery  of  his  sermons,  and  always  secured  the 
attention  of  his  hearers,  not  merely  liy  his  matter  and  manner,  but  by  occa- 
sional use  of  strong  and  peculiar  language.  In  preaching  and  sermonizing 
he  indulged  largely  in  doctrinal  sul)jects.  and  he  adhcri'd  during  his  loni;  life 
to  the  theology  of   New  Kngland." 

lie  enjoved  peculiarly  the  power  of  wit  and  sarcasm,  which  he  used  when 
occasion  recpiired.  He  <»ften  engaged  in  discussions  on  pul)lic  affairs  and  on 
various  subjects,  chielly  perhaps  on  religious  doctrinal  points,  and  he  never 
failed  to  repel  the  attacks  of  his  opponents  with  keen  rei)artee  ;  and  he  always 
said  something  which  they  had  reason  to  remember.  Many  anecdotes  are 
extant  of  his  cpnck  retorts  in  these  discussions,  which  often  completely 
shattered  the  bolts  of  his  adversaries,  leaving  them  powerless  and  himself 
the  easy  victor  in  the  field. 

He  was  a  truly  disinterested  man,  laboring  often  without  hope  of  reward 
antl  hardly  reserving  to  himself  sullicient  funds  iu  meet  his  own  necessary 
expenses  on  tlie  journey  of  life.  ''He  regarded  himself  as  an  instrument  in 
the  hands  of  his  Master,"  one  says,  and  "  he  appeared  to  me  the  most  disin- 
teresteil  lal)orer  I  ever  knew.'" 

He  was  the  author  of  si'veral  volumes  of  sermons  and  numerous  pamphlets, 
and  In-  furnished  divers  articles  for  various  periodicals.  A  number  of  these 
publications  passed  through  several  editions,  'ihcy  are  too  numerous  to 
mention  all  of  them,  but  a  few  are  givi'u.  as  thi-y  show  the  iharacter  of  the 
man:  "  .\\\  Kxplicit  Avowal  of  Nothingarianisni.  In  a  sermon  by  Demens 
Kg<»niet.  "  another  sermon  by  the  same  wiiter.  "  The  (ircatest  Sermon  that 
ever  was  preache<l."  "Little  Sermons  on  (ircat  Std)jc<-Is,"  "Jehovah  :  or. 
rni-Trini-tarianism.  .\  Sermon."  ••  ,\  discourse  on  the  liniile  nf  the  (ircat 
I):iyof(;od  Almighty."  "  A  Seiiimn  nii  ilie  I'errection  of  (iod.  in  the  Imper- 
fectioii  of   His  people,"  etc. 

Ili.H  most  inlercHling  disi«inrse  was  his  funeral  sermon  on  Dr.  I-.iiimons' 
de;ith.  which  occurred  .Septendter  "JH.  l.S  |(».  i-ntitled  *' The  (  Ulicial  Chaiacter 
of  Uev.  Nathanael  Kmmons,  i».i>.,  Taught  and  Shown  in  a  Sermon  on  Ills 
Life  anti  Death."  It  was  understooil  to  be  the  Mgreenicnl  l)etween  these  (wo 
Home  time  liefore  tlie  death  of  either  of  them  that  the  survivor  should  preach 
the  funeral  Hcnnon  of  the  other.  This  discoiusc  was  prepared  liv  Mr.  Wil- 
lianiH  Venn*  hofor«*  Dr.  I'.mnions  died,  ami  In-  made  :i  journev  to  l-'iMiiklin  to 
rend  it  to  the  Hubject.  The  good  I)o<-tor  seemed  to  find  it  not  whollv  satis- 
factory, for  after  a  time  he  interrupted  his  friend  and  began  to  demur  at 
•«<'   much   praiHc,  iiisiMiiii'.r   it    w.-i^.   not  deserveil.      "Tut.    int.    |)|.    I'.iiiinons," 
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said  Father  Williams,  "  you  must  remember  that  you  are  a  dead  mau  ;"  aud 
he  went  on  with  his  reading,  omitting  we  are  sure  not  a  jot  or  a  tittle  of  the 
prepared  eulogy. 

Mr.  Williams  was  a  man  of  very  strongly  marked  character  in  every 
respect  and  of  equally  marked  abilities.  He  was  in  a  singular  degree  a  mau 
of  one  purpose,  and  to  that  purpose  he  devoted  himself  entirely  through  his 
long  life.  For  more  than  threescore  yeai's  aud  ten  he  labored  actively  aud 
earnestly  in  many  places  in  the  work  he  was  so  signally  called  to  do.  The 
good  he  did  who  can  tell?     He  has  gone,  but  his  deeds  remain. 

Up  to  the  year  1842  the  Hebronville  church  continued  to  have  Congrega- 
tional ministers.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  it  became  matter  of  conviction 
to  the  members  that  there  were  good  aud  sufficient  reasons  for  modifying 
and  changing  their  creed.  It  was  therefore  voted  to  give  up  the  creed  of 
Congregationalism  as  a  test  of  church  membership  and  to  adopt  a  covenant 
which  should  embrace  all  Christians  without  regard  to  sect.  They  thus 
became  "  an  independent  Church  of  Christ,"  deuomiuating  themselves  "  The 
Hebron  Church,  of  Hebronville,  Massachusetts."  Their  principles  and 
beliefs  are  such  as  are  held  by  other  sects,  though  they  perhaps  give  wider 
scope  to  individual  beliefs  or  the  expression  of  them  than  some  others. 
They  hold  each  church  wholly  independent  and  recognize  no  syuod, 
presbytery,  or  conference  ;  that  is,  they  "  recognize  no  earthly  authority 
in  church  or  state  "  over  them,  ])ut  they  '"believe  on  Christ's  authorit}' "  ; 
they  have  "the  right  and  duty  of  self-government  under  the  law  of  Jesus 
Christ,"  and  they  "  recognize  the  same  right  in  every  local  Christian 
church." 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  successive  pastors  from  the  formation  of  the 
church  to  the  present  time  :  — 

Rev.  Thomas  Williams.  Rev.  J.  C.  Seagraves, 

Rev.  Charles  Simmons.  Rev.  Gardner  Clarke, 

Rev.  William  H.  Ilayward,  Rev.  Reuben  Allen, 

Rev.  Jolm  W.  Caldwell,  Rev.  Solomon  P.  Snow, 

Rev.  Joshua  A.  Stetson,  Rev.  Samuel  Heath, 

Rev.  Junia  S.  ]\Iowry,  Rev.  William  B.  Heath, 

Rev.  George  W.  Wallace,  Rev.  Jolin  Q.  Adams. 

The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Albert  F.  Remington,  who  commenced  his 
labors  April  1,  187.5.1 

The  original  building  was  sold  and  removed  ui  1870,  and  the  new  church 
erected  in  the  same  year  was  wholly  in  Seekouk.  This  edifice  was  burned 
down  in  1875,  and  another  built  aud  dedicated  on  August  6  of  the  same 
year.  The  membership  is  not  far  from  one  huudred,  aud  the  church  has 
a  prosperous  Suuday-school. 


iMr.  Remington  dieil  September  7,  18ti8.    His  successor  was  tlie  Rev.  S.  F.  Grady.    The  present 
pastor  is  Rev.  .Joseph  Forth  (1803). 
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October  •_',  1777,  :i  rliuifli  was  oriranizcd  under  the  Free-Will  Baptist  order 
with  thirtv-one  members.  The  church  liuildiuiT  is  a  few  rods  over  the  line  of 
Rehoboth,  ami  the  orisjinal  membership  was  about  equally  divided  between 
that  town  and  this.  Tliere  was  no  settled  pastor  for  three  years,  but  at  the 
end  of  that  time  Rev.  James  Sheldon,  of  Providence,  took  the  charge  of  the 
church.     He  was  ordained  in  1  7H0  and  dismissed  in  1792. 

A  time  of  '"occasional  supplies"  followed,  until  in  17'.i.")  Rev.  .leremiah 
Irons  was  ordniiu'd  and  settled.  He  remained  until  17'.>9.  Tiie  church 
received  its  name  from  him,  it  beinjj;  known  in  Rohoiiotii  as  ''The  Irons 
Church."  From  the  time  of  ^Ir.  Irons'  dismission  until  1808,  Klders  "William 
Northrop,  Daniel  Ilix,  and  others  supplied  the  pulpit.  At  that  time  Elder 
Samuel  Northrop  became  pastor,  but  the  len<2;th  of  his  pastorate  is  not  known. 
After  him  various  "  Klders"  supplied  the  pulpit,  some  bein>r  active  pastors, 
until  18:)6,  when  Rev.  David  Steere  was  ordained.  Following  him  was  Rev. 
John  W.  Colwell,  ordained  in  1841.  His  successor  was  Elder  Joshua  Stetson, 
who  was  ordained  in  184o.  Elder  Gardner  Clarke  succeeded  him  and  was 
acting  pastor  from  1846  till   18')3. 

Mr.  Clarke  was  born  at  Highgate,  Vt.,  August  21.  1812.  He  spent  his 
childiiood  and  youth  at  Bradford,  that  State,  and  he  received  a  good  academi- 
cal education.  He  was  ordained  at  Cabot,  Vt.,  in  1843.  His  labors  among 
the  people  of  the  Briggsville  congregation  were  very  successful.  At  the  time 
of  his  resignation  of  the  charge  the  church  numbered  seventy-five  members, 
a  gain  of  nearly  or  quite  a  half  during  his  stay.  In  18.'i7  Mr.  Clarke  married 
Jane  R.  Deming,  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  by  whom  he  had  three  daughters. 
He  still  resides  in  this  town.  He  h:is  had  no  particular  charge  for  many 
years,  but  has  preached  more  or  less.  In  yeai's  past  he  frequently  took 
charge  of  the  services  in  the  Second  Congregational  Church  and  sometimes 
on  only  a  moment's  notice.  He  has  long  been  familiarly  known  to  people  in 
all  parts  of  oin*  town,  both  as  a  clergyman,  a  citizen,  and  a  much-respected 
nian.     He  is  amorig  the  few  still  remaininix  of  the  passing  generaticm.' 

His  successor  over  the  Briggsville  (lunch  was  lOlder  Lowell  Parker,  i-'.lders 
Gorge  W.  Wallace  and  John  Pratt  and  I'.lder  Handy  followed,  and  after 
them  for  a  numlier  of  years  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  students  from  Brown 
University.  In  the  ycjar  IH7.')  tlie  clinicli  li.ul  become  greatly  reduced  and 
niunberefl  only  seven  active  mi'Uibers.  During  lHHl-82  Rev.  Mr.  Clarke 
preacht'd  to  the  people  fru*  the  secoii<l  time  "by  the  unite<l  request  of  the 
community." 

The  former  nirniltfrs  of  the  incvions  or  passing  g('iici;il  ion  :ire  mostly 
d^ad  ;  Hoinf  few  linvf  nnilfd  with  otlirr  «'hurches,  and   what  was  once  a  llour- 
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isLiug  little  church  is  now  nearly  or  quite  extinct.  For  some  3'ears  the  only 
service  held  has  been  one  each  Sunday,  under  the  charge  of  the  Methodist 
denomination. 

THE    CENTENAKY    METHODIST    EPISCOPAL    CHURCH. 

On  November  26,  1865.  Rev.  D.  H.  Ela,  a  Methodist  minister  from  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I.,  assisted  by  Mr.  J.  Davis,  a  layman  from  the  same  place,  held 
the  first  meeting,  from  which  the  society  started,  in  Union  Hall,  East  Attle- 
borough.  Rev.  Mr.  I^la  preached  at  the  morning  service,  held  at  half-past 
ten,  and  Rev.  J.  J.  Lansing  at  the  afternoon  service,  held  at  half-past  two 
o'clock  in  the  same  place,  and  Mr.  Ela  again  in  the  evening.  Thus  Method- 
ism began  in  this  town,  and  meetings  continued  to  be  held  during  the  fol- 
lowing winter  and  previous  to  the  organization  of  the  church.  December 
10,  1865,  the  Sunday-school  was  organized,  with  forty  members.  J.  Davis 
was  superintendent ;  Ezra  Arnold,  assistant  superintendent ;  Freeman  Robbins, 
librarian  :  and  William  B.  Hammond,  secretary.  The  first  class  meeting  was 
held  on  December  16,  1865,  with  thirteen  persons  present. 

The  church  was  organized  March  10,  1866,  by  Rev.  D.  H.  Ela,  and  the 
following  were  the  original  members :  Ezra  Arnold,  Anna  Arnold,  Delia  A. 
Arnold,  Harriet  A.  Fuller,  Delia  R.  Pierce,  Edward  D.  Parmenter,  Emily  M. 
Parraenter,  Mary  A.  Stone,  Eliza  A.  Clark,  Howard  Drake,  Augusta  Drake, 
and  Ellen  M.  Hammond.  At  a  conference  held  at  Bristol,  R.  I.,  March  23, 
1866,  the  first  pastor  was  appointed. 

The  original  membership  was  composed  chiefly  of  those  who  were  profes- 
sors of  Methodism  and  therefore  had  no  church  home  in  town  until  this  time, 
and  a  vei-y  small  number  came  fi'om  the  Second  Congregational  Church. 
This  church  was  organized  under  the  name  of  "  The  Davis  Centenary  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,"  but  subsequently  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons  the 
word  Davis  was  dropped  from  the  name  and  is  not  used  by  the  church  at  all 
now.  The  word  "  centenary  "  was  taken  because  the  church  was  formed  just 
a  century  from  the  time  Methodism  was  started  in  this  country.  In  the  year 
1766  a  few  persons  who  had  belonged  to  '•  the  Wesleyan  connection  "  in  Eng- 
land formed  themselves  into  a  society.  This  was  done  in  a  carpenter's  shop 
on  Barrack  Street,  in  New  York,  near  the  site  of  the  present  city  hall.  This 
was  the  small  beginning  of  this  Protestant  denomination,  now  the  largest  in 
the  land. 

The  first  building,  on  the  site  of  the  present, one  on  North  Main  Street,  was 
commenced  in  1866,  ground  being  broken  in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  and 
the  cornerstone  being  laid  on  October  26.  The  vestry  was  occupied 
for  the  first  time  on  the  first  Sunday  in  June,  1867,  and  the  completed 
church  building  was  dedicated  February  23,  1869.  The  sermon  upon  that 
occasion  was  preached  by  Rev.  Mark  Trafton.  This  building  was  erected  at 
a  cost  of  817,000,  S7,000  only  of  which  was  provided  for,  leaving  a  debt 
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upon  the  society  of  SI 0,000,  At  tlie  end  of  four  years,  in  1873,  one  half  of 
that  hiiire  <lel)t  had  been  raised,  and  the  other  half  in  1883.  In  November 
of  that  year  this  happy  event  was  •' celebrated  with  a  grand  jubilee,"  a  re- 
union of  all  the  former  pastors  of  the  church  and  many  friends,  and  the  occa- 
sion was  one  of  great  tliankfulness  and  rejoicing. 

On  Sunday  morning,  l)eceml)er  23,  1883,  within  a  month  of  the  time  the 
debt  had  been  lifted,  the  church  was  totally  ilestroyed  by  tire.  A  fine  new 
organ  had  just  been  placed  in  the  l)iiil(ling  at  a  cost  of  Si, 700,  and  this  was 
also  biniu'il.  The  Roman  Catliolics  of  the  Kast  village,  tiien  worshiping 
in  I'nion  Mall,  on  the  very  day  of  the  tire  offeretl  the  use  of  that  room  to  the 
unfortunate  congregation  for  certain  hours  of  the  day;  the  Second  Congrega- 
tional Church  made  a  similar  offer,  and  Mr  J.  M.  Bates  a  room  in  one  of  his 
jewelry  shops.  This  last  offer  w.  s  accepted,  and  the  society  continued  to 
worship  there  until  the  vestry  of  \\\i  new  church  was  ready  for  occupancy. 
The  room  was  occupie<l  for  nearly  a  year,  and  Mr.  Bates  generously  declined 
to  accept  any  remuneration  for  its  use. 

'*  The  ashes  were  not  cold  on  the  site  of  the  burned  edifice,  before  measures 
were  taken  for  erecting  a  new  church  building."  Karly  in  the  spring  follow- 
ing the  fire  work  was  commenced,  and  December  1.  1884,  the  vestry  was 
completed  and  occupied.  About  three  months  later  the  entire  church  was 
finished,  and  was  dedicated  in  March,  188.^.  It  is  a  uuich  handsomer  and 
more  conunodious  building  than  tlie  tirst  one  and  more  convenient  and  com- 
plete in  its  arrangements.  It  contains  audience  room,  vestry,  infant  Sabbath- 
school  room,  and  ladies'  parlor  on  the  grouml  door,  and  a  laige  kitchen, 
dining-room,  and  various  small  rooms  in  the  l)asement.  Tliis  building  cost 
nearly  8i'O,0O0,  and  the  fund  in  tlie  hantls  of  the  society  at  tlu'  commence- 
ment was  812,000,  the  amount  of  the  insurani-e  on  the  old  building. 

Though  the  people  of  this  (•hur<-h  liave  had  to  hilxjr  uudei'  many  iliscour- 
agcments  in  their  very  midst  and  to  make  many  sacrifices  to  secure  their 
pn-si'ut  sultstantial  and  altrairtive  house  of  worship,  they  have  not  forgotten 
to  manifest  the  true  s|)irit  of  Method!-^  iiiliy  doing  outside  missi(»narv  work. 
In  May,  1873,  H.-v.  K.  I).  Hall,  with  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  .\.  ('.  i.mher  mikI  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  K.  K<»i)bins,  formed  a  mission  at  ('hartley,  in  .Norton.  .V  Simdav- 
Hcliool  was  estaldislied,  and  a  cliinch  very  soon  organized,  i-onsisting  at  lirst 
of  nine  members.  A  chapel  eosting  Sl.."»0()  was  buih  and  dedicati-d  on 
February  3,  187<I,  free  of  debt.  The  present  nteml)ership  of  this  little  church 
JH  »t)out  thirty,  with  a  congregation  of  sixty  or  seventy. 

The  ffiilowing  is  a  list  of  the  pastors  of  the  Centenary  .Methodist  Cimrch, 
with  the  dati'rt  of  their  appftintments  :  — 

Ki-v.  Ali-\»it«l<T  ,\ii.l«TM<iii  ....     |s«',rt-<w  Kcv.  .John  W.  Wlllctt       1ST7-78 

K<'\.  n<Miry  I».  I{<»l»lii«'>ii  ....     |H«a»-70  lii-v.  .\.  W.  Scavrv IST!) 

K«'V,  W.  H.  stnrr  |s7l  72  Utv.  (icorv'"' W.  Malluii l.ssO-81 

U<v.  K.  Ii.  Hull  .  |s73  74  H.V..I.  A.  I,.  lU.h 18M2-S4 

Kiv.  .loliii  <'.  Uowitii    .  l''7.'»  7"i  l{«v.  W.irnii  A.  l.iKi       1S.H5-M7 
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Rev.  Walter  Ela  is  the  present  pastor.  He  commeDced  his  labors  in  this 
town  in  April,  1887. ^ 

In  the  little  more  than  twenty  years  of  its  existence,  this  church  has  in- 
creased from  twelve  or  fifteen  members  to  nearly  if  not  quite  two  hundred 
and  fifty.  Its  Sunday-school  is  a  ver}^  large  and  flourishing  one.  It  has 
upon  its  roll  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  names,  and  the  average  attendance 
is  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

THE    HEBRONVILLE    METHODIST    EPISCOPAL    CHURCH. 

This  church  was  organized  April  4,  1875,  in  Hebron  Hall,  where  it  con- 
tinued to  worship  for  several  years.  In  1881  the  pastor  in  charge  seemed 
especially  to  recognize  "  the  necessity  of  a  new  church  edifice,  and  early  in 
the  year  set  himself  at  work  to  secure  ic."  In  a  short  time  quite  a  sum  of 
money  was  subscribed  and  work  commenced,  and  the  cornerstone  was  laid 
in  October  of  the  same  year.  It  required  strenuous  exertions  on  the  part 
both  of  pastors  and  people  to  complete  the  church  building,  which  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  about  $12,000.  They  were  however  very  successful  and 
on  April  5,  1883,  the  pretty  edifice  was  dedicated,  "  virtually  free  from  debt." 

This  church  has  had  nine  pastors,  only  one  of  them  remaining  three  years. 
At  the  time  of  its  formation  there  were  twenty-seven  members,  and  at  pres- 
ent there  are  about  fifty.  The  society  holds  regular  services  in  Dodgeville 
as  well  as  in  Hebronville  and  has  a  Sabbath-school  in  both  places,  each  num- 
bering over  a  hundred  scholars. 

The  first  pastor,  in  1875,  was  Rev.  John  Q.  Adams,  who  remained  but  one 
year.  In  1876  Rev.  J.  H.  Sherman  was  appointed,  and  he  continued  three 
years.  Rev.  Robert  Clark,  1879  ;  Rev.  George  W.  Wright,  1880 ;  Rev. 
Charles  S.  Neetler,  1881  ;  Rev.  Eben  Tirrell,  1882  ;  Rev.  S.  M.  Beale,  1883  ; 
Rev.  J.  Q.  Adams,  1884.  Rev.  Charles  W.  Hinckley  was  the  pastor  in  1887. 
[The  present  pastor  (1893)  is  Rev.  W.  B.  Heath.] 

AFRICAN    METHODIST    EPISCOPAL    CHURCH. 

This  church  was  established  about  1871,  and  in  that  year  laud  was  pur- 
chased of  Dr.  J.  M.  Solomon  on  the  "plain"  between  the  Boston  and  Provi- 
dence and  the  Attleborough  Branch  railroads.  The  committee  of  the  church 
at  that  time  were  Isaac  R.  Johnson,  John  Williams,  and  Israel  Jackson.  The 
first  building  was  a  small  house  purchased  by  the  society.  It  stood  where 
Murray  Church  now  stands  and  was  used  by  Mr.  Staples  as  a  shop.  This 
building  was  burned  down.  Since  that  time  some  additional  land  has  been 
purchased  and  a  new  church  edifice  erected,  larger  and  more  convenient  than 
the  former.     The  entire  property  is  valued  at  $2,500. 


1  Rev.  A.  McCord  was  the  successor  of  Mr.  Ela,  assuming  the  pastorate  in  the  spring  of  1889.  To 
him  succeeded  the  Rev.  Richard  Povey,  and  to  him  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  George  E.  Brightman. 
During  this  year,  1893,  a  parsonage  has  l)een  built  on  Sanford  Street,  just  in  the  rear  of  the  church. 
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This  church  belongs  to  Uie  Now  Kuirlaiul  Conference  of  African  Churches. 
The  original  numl)er  of  members  was  about  twelve  ;  the  present  numl)er  is 
sixty-six.  There  is  a  Sunday-school  connected  with  the  church,  which  num- 
bers over  fifty  scholars.  The  pastors  are  as  follows:  Rev.  R.  H.  G.  Dyson, 
Rev.  James  II.  Anderson,  Rev.  Charles  C.  Ringokl,  whose  terms  extended 
over  two  years  each.  Rev.  Daniel  Bradley,  Rev.  Rol)ert  Peaco,  Rev.  E. 
George  Biddle,  whose  terms  continued  for  three  years  each.  Rev.  George 
H.  Simmons  came  here  June  14,  188(1,  and  remained  about  a  year.  In  18.S7 
Rev.  M.  A.  Bradley  was  appointed  pastor.  [Rev.  C.  D.  Hazel  is  the  present 
pastor.  1893.] 

(iUACE    CHURCH.       El'ISCOl'ALIAN. 

The  first  service  in  town  under  the  auspices  of  tlie  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  was  lield  at  North  Attleltorougli  about  Septenilier  1,  1858.  This 
service  was  'Miv  riMpu'st,  about  two  hundred  being  present."  The  officiating 
eleriryniau  was  the  Rev.  Julius  S.  Townsend.  He  had  been  rector  of  Trinity 
Church.  Pawtucket  (then  in  ^Massachusetts) .  Regular  services  were  held  in 
both  the  North  and  East  villages,  in  the  latter  place  in  Tnion  Hall  in  the 
evening:  and  on  March  30,  1859,  "a  parish  was  duly  organized  under  the 
name  of  Grace  Church."  with  Mr.  Townsend  for  its  rector.  The  dou])le  serv- 
ices were  continued,  and  it  was  the  rector's  desire  and  plan  to  have  a  church 
building  in  both  of  the  above  named  villages.  He  labored  very  earnestly 
and  faithfully  for  a  year  and  a  half,  but  was  then  compelled  to  resign  the 
work  because  of  his  ill-health.     This  was  in  March,  1860. 

During  the  four  succeeding  months  tiie  services  were  conducted  by  several 
different  clergymen,  and  then  Rev.  Edward  Cowley  became  rector.  He 
resigned  at  the  end  of  a  year.  AVhile  he  was  in  town  the  services  were  held 
at  tlie  Falls  instead  of  at  North  Attleborough.  From  this  time  —  about 
June.  \^i'>\  — until  March,  1804,  services  were  discontinued.  TIumi  I'oi-  tliree 
niontiis  Mr.  (now  Rev.)  Saniurl  11.  Webb  took  chari.ic'  :it  the  l'":ills  :is  lav 
rcadt'r. 

In  .hnif,  iMil.  Ivtv.  A.  C.  Patterson,  ''a  missionary  at  laige,"  became 
rector,  and  wiiilc  he  iiad  charge  tlie  land  upon  which  Ihc  church  is  built  was 
purclias«-d.  I'j)  to  this  time  services  had  Itecn  in'ld  in  foin-  dilTcrt-nt  placi's  in 
town;  namely,  liiion  Hall,  Fast  Attleliorough  ;  I  nion  and  <)tl(l  I-"cllows 
halls.  North  Atticltorougli  :  an<l  at  tlie  Falls  schoollioiisi'.  Mr.  Patterson's 
rectorsiiij)  was  a  short  one  and  closed  by  iiis  resignation,  Mud  from  tiic  time 
he  left  town  until  b'^Tl  tin-  iiitci-cst  in  tlic  work  of  this  (lcnoiiiiii:it  ion  scciiic(l 
to  subside.  Occasional  ctVoris  were  iiiadr  to  rc-.iiiiic  st-ivjcis.  Init  lluv  were 
unsuccessful. 

In  I«71,  however,  "  a  unitcil  ;in<l  decided  elToit  was  made  to  revivi-  the 
parish."  A  snbscri|)tioii  paper  was  started  to  r.-UM-  fuiirls  for  building  a 
church,  anil  S-'.Ooci  were  ple<lgcd.  Services,  too,  were  lield  at  Mr.  W.  I). 
Whiting's  and   in  the    Free    Fvangclical  CInircli.      In   Septeinlier  of   that    vear 
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llev.  J.  8.  Beers  became  the  rector,  and  regular  services  were  resumed  and 
held  in  Templars  Hall.  October  17  the  ground  was  broken  for  the  church 
edifice.  A  few  months  later  Mr.  Beers  commenced  soliciting  aid  in  Boston, 
in  which  work  he  was  very  successful,  and  the  cornerstone  was  laid 
June  14,  1872.  This  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  Grand  Masonic  Lodge 
of  this  State,  and  the  religious  services  were  conducted  by  the  Grand  Chap- 
lain, Rev.  E.  M.  P.  Wells,  d.d.,  of  Boston. 

Meanwhile  an  additional  lot  of  land  had  been  purchased,  and  two  months 
after  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  the  rectory  was  commenced.  It  was  fin- 
ished in  June,  1873.  The  church  was  finished  and  opened  for  its  first  service 
March  12,  1873.  It  has  sittings  for  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  people 
and  is  valued  at  $11,000.  The  rectory  is  valued  at  $4,500.  These  figures 
show  that  in  a  very  few  years  a  large  amount  of  work  was  successfully  done 
by  this  small  parish.  The  church  was  not  consecrated  until  over  a  year  after 
its  completion,  for  in  the  Episcopal  denomination  no  church  edifice  can  be 
consecrated  until  it  is  entirely  free  from  debt,  a  provision  in  the  church 
polity  that  all  denominations   might  well  adopt. 

The  number  of  members  in  the  church  in  1860  was  eleven  ;  when  the  reor- 
ganization took  place  there  were  eighteen ;  and  the  present  number  is  one 
hundred.  There  are  more  than  a  hundred  families  connected  with  the  par- 
ish. The  Sunday-school  was  reorganized  October  1,  1871,  and  it  now  num- 
bers one  hundred  and  thirty,  with  an  average  attendance  of  about  ninety. 

The  consecration  occurred  on  June  18,  1874,  and  there  were  special 
services  during  two  days.  A  large  number  of  the  clergy  from  Boston, 
Providence,  Taunton,  and  many  other  places  were  in  attendance.  The  con- 
secration sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Phillips  Brooks,  of  Trinitj' 
Church.  Boston. 

Grace  Church  has  had  four  rectors  since  its  reorganization.  Rev.  J.  S. 
Beers  was  the  first  of  these.  He  was  born  in  Fairfield  County,  Conn.,  and  it 
was  not  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  that  he  decided  to  enter 
the  ministry.  Previous  to  that  time  he  had  for  some  years  been  employed 
in  some  business  house  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  it  was  there,  doubtless, 
that  he  formed  the  habits  and  gained  the  knowledge  which  enabled  him  to 
manage  successfully  the  business  and  financial  matters  of  the  churches  over 
which  he  was  subsequently  placed.  The  fact  that  he  had  reached  his  majority 
before  beginning  the  special  preparations  for  his  lifework  showed  that  he 
had  weighed  the  matter  carefully  in  his  own  mind  before  making  his  decision 
and  that  he  thoroughly  understood  its  purport  and  requirements.  As  has 
been  said,  he  acted  from  judgment,  not  impulse,  and  devoted  himself  thor- 
oughly and  entirely  to  his  work,  laboring  for  the  temporal  good  of  his 
charges  and  their  higher  spiritual  good  with  equal  zeal  and  fidelity. 

Mr.  Beers  was  a  man  of  great  energy,  for,  notwithstanding  his  lack  of 
early  education  and  mental  training,  he  graduated  from  the  Episcopal   Theo- 
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logical  Seniiiiarv  in  Phihulelpliia  -Mvith  an  honorable  standing."  He  accom- 
plislu'd  a  groat  w«>ik  in  this  town  in  the  building  of  the  church  and  rectory 
and  in  doing  inu<  li  toward  t-xtiniiui.shing  the  debt  of  the  parish.  He  re- 
signed in  the  autuni  of  KSTt!  and  removed  to  Towauda,  Penn.  lie  remained 
there  until  1H8').  when  he  received  the  appointment  of  general  missionary  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  in  this  State.  After  turning  his  attention  to  books  he 
became  (juite  a  student  and  found  recognition  as  a  scholar  of  ability,  for  iu 
IM'Sii  Trinity  College  conferred  the  degree  of  INIaster  <jf  Arts  upon  him. 
After  his  appointment  as  a  missionary  he  took  ui)  his  residence  at  Natick, 
this  State,  and  continued  there  until  he  died  in  November,  IcSSC.  at  the  end  of 
a  life  not  long  in  years,  for  he  was  but  fifty,  but  complete  in  much  work 
well  done.  One  says  of  him  :  *'  His  consecration  to  the  Christian  ministry, 
thorough  knowledge  of  business  methods,  and  indomitable  energy,  gave  him 
success  in  this  field  of  labor,"  that  of  a  missionary. 

Rev.  Frederick  A.  Fiske  was  the  rector  who  succeeded  Mr.  Beers.  He 
was  the  son  of  Rev.  Elisha  and  Margaret  Shepard  Fiske,  of  Wrentham.  where 
he  was  born  April  lo,  1816.  He  was  fitted  for  college  at  the  well-known 
Day's  Academy  in  that  town  and  graduated  at  Amherst  College  in  183<5. 
After  this  he  took  the  full  course  at  Yale  Theological  Seminary  and  then  at 
once  entered  upon  ministerial  work.  He  was  a  Congregational  minister  for 
nearly  or  quite  twenty  years  and  settled  in  some  pastorate  during  the  greater 
part  of  that  time.  For  some  three  or  four  years  previous  to  186.")  he  had 
a  private  school  for  boys  in  Newton,  this  State.  He  had  been  a  teacher 
between  the  time  of  his  graduation  from  college  and  his  entering  the  theo- 
logical school,  and  he  gained  a  wide  reputation  as  a  successful  educator. 

The  results  of  a  severe  illness  compelling  him  to  seek  the  benefits  of  a 
milder  climate,  he  accepted  the  position  of  superintendent  of  education  in 
North  Carolina  in  186").  He  continued  in  this  ollice  for  three  years  and 
filled  it  most  acceptably.  He  was,  however,  always  possessed  with  a  strong 
desire  to  return  to  New  Kn<:land  and  resume  the  duties  of  the  ministry  there, 
counting  the  days  spent  in  that  work  tlie  pleasantest  of  his  life  ;  and  therefore 
in  1868  he  resigned  his  position  at  the  south  and  rctuniiMl  to  the  north. 
It  was  about  two  years  subsequent  to  this  time  that  he  t'utered  the  ICpiseopal 
Church.  He  became  rector  of  Trinity  Church  in  (Ireat  Banington,  this 
State,  and  later  of  St.  Paul's  in  Hrooklield,  Coini.,  and  frou)  the  latter 
place  came  to  this  town  in  1M76.  After  two  years"  ImIxh-  in  and  for  this 
church,  ileath  called  him,  t'ni   his  work  was  iIomc 

Till'  words  of  others  most  fitly  dt'scriln'  tiic  characlcr  and  life  i>f  this 
singularly  devoted  man.  Says  the  Attleborough  Chi-onicle  :  ".Mr.  Fiske 
wn.H  n  man  of  scholarly  altaininj-nts,  irreproachable  character,  genial,  social, 
and  kin<l  in  all  his  intercfjurse  with  the  church  and  world.  His  lectorship 
among  uh  hn.i  beiMi  abuufluntly  blessed,  an<l  his  departure  so  uni'xpecled,  has 
elicited  the  most  profound  grief  and  heartfelt  sympathy.     Hishop  Paddock, 
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at  the  funeral  services,  made  a  feeling  tribute  to  the  departed,  speaking 
of  the  great  loss  all  had  sustained, — of  his  unselfish  devotion  to  his  work 
and  people.  He  loved  to  minister  as  one  that  servetli.  It  was  his  highest 
iionor,  the  basis  of  his  life.  His  service  has  been  very  faithful.  Wherever 
his  work,  that  work  was  honorably  performed  and  his  reward  was  with  God." 

In  the  convention  address  delivered  in  May,  1870,  is  the  following  notice, 
a  beautiful  tribute  from  the  pen  of  Bishop  Paddock:  ''In  the  modest 
rectory,  that,  with  the  Church  at  its  side,  crowns  the  little  knoll  of  an  ample 
lot  in  a  pretty  village  of  Bristol  County,  one  of  our  best  rural  pastors  lav 
down  to  die  soon  after  he  had  given  God  thanks  for  the  good  example  of 
dear  Dr.  Wells,  (a  loved  city  missionary  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Boston.) 
This  man,  coming  to  his  parish  two  years  before,  had  found  the  wise  and  far- 
sighted  work  and  outlays  of  his  valued  predecessor  burdened  with  such 
honest,  but  partially  unexpected  indebtedness  as  changed  times  have  brouo-ht 
upon  many  of  the  parishes  all  over  the  land.  The  time  came,  last  autumn^ 
when  al)0ut  S2,000  of  this  indebtedness  must  he  raised,  to  avert  disaster. 
He  did  not  create  the  obligation  ;  but  it  was  Christ's  cross  that  lay  right 
athwart  his  path,  to  remove  it.  First  letting  it  cost  himself  more,  perhaps, 
han  he  would  expect  of  any  one  else,  he  then  roused  the  hearts  of  all,  even 
to  the  children,  of  his  flock,  and  they  all  responded  nobly.  Then  strengthened, 
as  he  supposed,  in  his  gentleness  and  modesty,  by  a  statement  and  commen- 
dation from  his  Bishop,  he  went  from  door  to  door  in  Boston,  to  let  others 
bear  the  burden  with  him,  and  so  fulfill  the  law  of  Christ.  From  a  few  he 
received  refusals  which  pained  him,  from  a  few  good  advice  against  parishes 
getting  into  debt,  from  others  modest  offerings  towards  his  longed  for  getting 
out  of  debt  and  saving  a  valuable  property.  Twice  he  broke  in  his  weary 
rounds  ;  but  at  last  he  succeeded  and  went  home  with  the  church's  property 
saved,  and  his  life  given  for  it.  After  a  few  weeks  of  exhaustion  and  suffer- 
ing, the  Rev.  Frederick  Augustus  Fiske,  Rector  of  Grace  Church,  North 
Attleborough,  died  Dec.  15,  1878,  and  was  buried  by  myself  and  other 
brethren  amidst  a  town  full  of  mourners.  He  was  a  man  of  manlv  and 
strong  piety,  clear  and  happy  in  his  convictions,  and  of  willing  and  unwearv- 
ing  labor." 

January  5,  1869,  Mr.  Fiske  married  Avlin  W.  Woods,  a  granddaughter 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Leonard  Woods,  of  Andover,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
theological  seminar}'  in  that  place.  She  survives  him,  and  one  sou  by  a  pre- 
vious marriage,  Mr.  F.  E.  Fiske,  of  Taunton. 

The  next  rector  of  this  church  was  Rev.  George  R.  Wheelock,  who 
remained  but  one  year.  He  came  in  September,  1870,  and  resigned  in 
September,   1880. 

The  church  was  without  a  rector  until  January  23,  1881,  at  which  time  the 
Rev.  George  E.  Osgood,  the  present  rector,  assumed  its  charge.  He  was 
born   in   Boston    June   6,    18.54.     He   was  educated    at  the   Walthara    High 
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School  and  uiuler  luivato  instruction  for  two  years,  cmliniz  witli  a  four 
vears'  course  at  the  Episcopal  Theolojiical  School  at  Cauiltridsc.  He  then 
bccanie  assistant  foi-  Dr.  William  U.  Huntington,  then  rector  of  All  Saints' 
Church  at  Worcester,  now  of  (irace  C'lmrcli.  New  York  City.  He  was  at 
the  same  time  rector  of  St.  Matthew's  Cliurcli  at  South  Worcester.  He 
renuiinetl  in  these  positions  for  two  years  and  a  half,  when  he  came  to  this 
town. 

Octohei-  •_',  ISNi).  Mr.  OsLTood  manied  Helen  F.  Read,  of  Hamden.  ^Nlaine. 
They  have  two  children,  Phillips  E.  and  Edith  E.  Osgood. 

Up  to  the  autumn  of  1887  there  was  a  debt  upon  the  rectory  amounting  to 
about  Si'.'.KiO.  During  that  season  the  necessary  sum  was  raised  by  subscrip- 
tion among  the  people  of  the  parish,  and  the  entire  church  property  thus 
wholly  freed  from  obligations.  The  church  is  constantly  increasing  in 
prosperity. 

There  is  one  memoiial  window  in  the  church,  placed  there  in  memory  of 
Miss  Adeline  Bowers,  who  was  liorn  November  23,  1799,  and  died  October 
18,  18G8.1 

THE    I'UKK    EVANGELICAL    CIIUKCH. 

The  beginning  of  this  church  dates  back  to  1843-44.  At  that  time  "a 
l)ody  of  earnest  christian  workers"  left  the  Baptist  (iiurcli  ))e('ause  they 
iuid  eml)raced  the  doctrines  of  Millerisni.  Thi'v  Imilt  a  ciiai)el  at  Plainville, 
where  they  worshiped  for  some  time.  April  30,  18;">4,  they  organized 
themselves  into  this  cliuicli.  their  basis  of  organization  being  "The  Doc- 
trines on  which  Evangelical  denominations  are  agreed,"  their  creed  and 
practice  being  that  of  open  comnninion  Baptists.  Naturally  the  accepted 
rule  of  admission  to  memliei-sliip  in  this  church  is  liaptisni  by  iunnersion,  but 
members  of  other  churches  are  adniittcil  who  have  not  liccn  so  baptized  ; 
hence  doidttless  their  peculiar  name. 

During  the  lirst  year  there  was  iio  ni/iihn-  pasioi',  the  pulpit  being  supplied 
by  twelve  different  ministers.  On  .March  ;'.U,  is.V.i,  K'cv.  Cyrus  Cunningham 
became  the  settled  pastor,  and  from  tiial  time  the  cliiirdi  rcccivi'd  recognition 
from  the  other  chin-ches  in  town  and  elsewlu'rc.  At  the  organization  there 
were  twenty-four  mend>cis,  and  at  this  time  there  were  seventy. 

Mr.  Cunningham  was  born  in  .Newton,  this  State.  He  received  a  high 
school  education  and  madt-  his  pi-epar:itions  for  the  ministry  with  a  clergyman 
in  Salem.  This  was  his  second  p.astorate,  the  previous  one  having  lieen  in 
Westborough,  this  State,  where  he  remained  for  four  years.  His  wile  was 
Marv  Daggett,  and  while  tlu-y  resided  in  this  town  they  hatl  one  son,  who  is 
:i    Bajitist    elerirynian.      Mr.   Cunningham    renuuned    iiiMe   seven    years,    and 


'  In  the  aiiluniii  of  \'<'M  u  new  ItiilliUntC  on  ttic  rliurcli  lol  wiih  Iickiui,  iin<l  (InUlieil  In  tlic  HprInK  of 
iMiri.  Tlic  ocronil  (Ictor  I'  frirlli"  im<!  of  llic  Siimlay -Hrhonl,  anil  Uii-  llfHt  llnor  ci.nlnlns  parlor,  illnlnn- 
rxoni,  klli'hon,  i-lr      Itn  rout,  InctU'lInK  rnrnlHlihiK'*.  »»>'  mIkhiI  i^ii.ihni.    \i  \-  callnl  tli<-  l>a^l^<ll  llonHU. 
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(hiring  that  time  the  chiircli  services  were  conducted  in  Burden's  Hall.  He 
is  now  pastor  of  the  "  Shawniut  Avenue  Messias  Church  "  in  Boston. 

Rev.  John  A.  Heagy  was  the  succeeding  pastor.  During  his  stay  the 
church  edifice  was  built.  It  was  commenced  in  1867,  but  not  entirely  com- 
pleted for  three  years.  The  lecture  room  was  finished  and  used  for  fully 
two  years  before  the  entire  building  was  completed.  The  dedication  occurred 
February  24,  1870. 

The  third  pastor  was  Rev.  G.  H.  Childs,  who  remained  here  only  two 
years,  from  1870  till  1872.  In  the  latter  year  Rev.  H.  Canfield  accepted  the 
charge.  At  that  time  the  church  had  one  hundred  and  thirty  members  and 
the  Sunday-school  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

To  Mr.  Canfield  succeeded  Rev.  John  Wood,  who  remained  several  years. 
He  was  much  interested  in  all  public  town  matters,  educational  work,  etc. 
During  the  summer  or  fall  of  1885  he  resigned  and  with  his  family  went  to 
California  the  ensuing  winter.  In  October,  1886,  Dr.  E.  M.  Levy  became 
pastor,  but  he  remained  only  about  a  3'ear,  when  he  resigned.  Some  time 
after  this  Rev.  W.  L.  Lockwood  received  a  call  from  the  church  after  having 
supplied  the  pulpit  for  a  while. 

The  church  edifice  in  this  society  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  from  $8,000  to 
$10,000,  and  repairs  to  the  amount  of  some  $7,000  have  also  been  made. 
This  entire  sum  has  been  paid.  In  1883  the  parsonnge  at  the  rear  of  the 
church  was  built.  The  present  membership  is  over  two  hundred,  and  the 
Sunday-school,  formed  very  soon  after  the  organization  of  the  church,  has 
a  membership  of  probably  betAveen  one  hundred  and  fifty  and  two  hundred.^ 

CENTRAL    CONGKKGATIONAL    CHURCH. 

The  people  of  Attleborougli  Falls  were  for  many  years  comi)elled  to  go 
either  to  North  Attleborough  or  Oldtown  for  public  worship.  The  need  of  a 
church  organization  and  a  church  building  had  long  been  felt.  Attempts 
were  from  time  to  time  made  to  have  some  permanent  organization,  and  a 
clergyman  once  came  to  town  and  labored  for  about  a  year,  and  then  the 
attempt  fell  through  from  opposing  obstacles  which  arose.  Finally  in  March, 
1866,  a  Sabbath-school  was  established  with  Welcome  Aldrich  as  superin- 
tendent. The  late  Job  Savery  took  a  great  interest  in  this  woi'k  and  did 
much  to  advance  it.  The  school  held  its  sessions  in  the  basement  of  the 
schoolhouse  in  the  village,  where  other  religious  services  were  also  held. 
These  latter  were  conducted  in  turn  by  various  pastors  of  different  denom- 
inations in  town.  As  this  arrangement  did  not  prove  wholly  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  surrounding  community  a  canvass  was  made  and  sufficient 
money  subscribed  to  insure  a  regular  Sabbath  supply  of  preachers.  The 
committee   having   this  matter  in   charge   was  composed   of   representatives 


'IS'.iij.    Present  ijastor,  Rev.  A.  R.  Paull. 
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from  several  lU'noininntiitiis,  each  oik'  oI'  wliicli  was  to  liave  a  specified 
portion  of  the  year  for  tbe  setting  forth  of  its  "  partieuhir  views." 

This  i)h\n  at  first  promised  great  results,  but  it  failed  completely  before 
the  end  of  a  single  year.  The  previous  arrangement  was  again  adopted,  but 
with  little  success,  and  every  prospect  looked  very  discouraging.  A  newly 
settleil  pastor  in  another  part  of  the  town  had  his  attention  called  to  the  then 
state  of  affairs  and  made  efforts  to  renew  the  enterprise.  Not  much  could 
be  done  at  once.  Imt  the  Massachusetts  II(jme  Missionary  Society  had  begun 
t(»  lot»k  after  the  spiritual  needs  and  interests  of  this  community,  and  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Taunton  Conference  held  in  Oetobei-,  1873,  at  North  Middle- 
borough,  this  matter  was  presented  to  the  members  i)resent,  and  a  day  was 
ai)pointed  for  the  conference  committee  to  visit  the  town  and  look  over  the 
ground.  This  was  done  with  the  result  that  the  Home  Missionary  Society 
was  instructed  to  send  a  peru)anent  pieacher  to  this  community  as  soon  as 
it  could  find  the  right  man. 

Among  the  ditferent  ones  sent  was  a  young  man  under  appointment  as  a 
foreign  missionary,  and  it  was  at  onee  decided  that  he  was  "the  one  looked 
for."  and  he  was  urged  to  remain  until  he  should  l)e  called  to  his  foreign 
service.  George  H.  Tilton's  first  Sabltath  at  the  Falls  was  .January  1.  1874. 
lie  is  the  son  of  William  Wells  and  Sarah  Ann  (Morrill)  Tilton  and  was 
born  in  Nashua,  N.  II..  .l:i unary  31,  184.').  He  lived  in  Concord  and  Hop- 
kinton,  that  State,  while  a  child,  his  parents  having  removed  to  those  places. 
He  attended  district  schools,  the  Contoocook  and  Hopkinton  academies,  and 
for  a  term  the  Rumford  Grammar  School  at  Concord,  under  a  very  faithful 
teacher.  Mr.  .lames  W.  Webster.  He  then  entered  Williston  Seminary,  at 
Easthampton.  this  State,  where  he  graduated  in  18GG,  ready  for  college.  He 
gratluated  at  Andierst  College  in  1870  and  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary 
in  187.'i.  and  <jn  .lune  1  uf  that  year  he  was  ordanied  at  Hopkinton,  X.  H. 
He  then  took  a  couise  <jf  medical  instiuction  in  New  York  City,  having  his 
missionary  work  in  view.  Soon  after  tinishing  that  course  In-  came  to  this 
town.  '*  was  cordially  welcomi'(l  l)y  the  people,  and  was  promptly  offered 
8<">00  to  come  an<l  i>re:ich  for  them  six  months,"  ami  at  the  end  of  that  time 
was  given  a  renewnl  of  the  olTcr  for  an  in<lrlinilc  period.  .Mr.  'i'ilton  took 
hold  of  the  work  before  him  in  earnest  ami  very  soon  found  there  was 
sutlh'ienl  interest  in  the  comnuuiity  to  justify  the  foiiuation  of  a  church, 
which  was  done.  He  continued  lu're,  working  with  and  I'or  this  people  until 
the  new  chinch  building  was  completed.      He  lesigned  in  May,  l.s7."i. 

Hf  prenclied  for  fidly  a  year  and  a  half  after  this  in  >Voiriiorougli.  N.  H., 
marked  HUccesH  following  his  labors  there.  He  had  meanwhile  bi>en  obliged 
to  relinfpiish  liis  former  plan  of  becoming  a  foreign  missionary,  and  as  a 
result  of  ovj-rwork  he  was  compelled  to  resign  all  active  work  for  some 
months  at  this  period.  He  commenced  preaching  in  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Helioboth  village  in  Octitber.  |x77.  and   took  up  his  residence  there 
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January  1,  1878.  He  continued  to  preach  there  for  five  years  and  on 
November  2,  1882,  svas  regularly  installed  as  pastor.  On  June  6,  1870.  he 
was  married  to  P311a  Minerva,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  ^Minerva  Wheaton 
(Freeman)  Mann,  of  this  town.     They  have  three  children. 

Mr.  Tilton  still  continues  in  this  pastorate,  a  pleasant  and  successful  one.' 
He  was  the  projector  of  the  enterprise  which  has  given  to  the  town  of  Reho- 
l)Oth  its  beautiful  *'  Memorial  Hall,"  and  to  his  earnest  efforts  the  satisfactory 
result  of  the  enterprise  is  very  largely  due.  It  is  pleasant  to  praise  the 
generosity  of  those  who  contributed  their  money  so  liberally  in  this  cause 
and  to  record  the  fact  that  Mr.  Tiltou's  labors  have  been  appreciated. 
Entirely  without  his  knowledge  friends  procured  an  excellent  portrait  of 
him,  and  upon  the  day  of  the  dedication  of  Goff  Memorial  Hall  this  was 
pul)licly  presented  to  him  with  well-deserved  words  of  praise  and  with  the 
request  that  he  would  permit  it  to  remain  in  the  hall,  that  future  generations 
may  see  "the  good  man  "  who  so  faithfully  labored  for  their  good  in  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  the  town. 

Rehoboth  and.  old  Attleborough  were  so  long  aud  so  closely  allied  that 
what  interests  the  one  town  has  a  more  than  common  interest  for  the  other, 
and  the  old  Orthodox  church  of  the  older  town  and  the  new  Orthodox  church 
of  the  younger  town  have  a  special  tie  between,  in  that  both  have  been 
benefited  by  the  labors  of  the  same  earnest  and  faithful  minister. 

As  was  stated,  soon  after  IMr.  Tilton  commenced  Ms  work  here,  sufficient 
interest  was  manifested  to  warrant  proceeding  in  the  movement  towards  a 
church  organization.  A  meeting  was  held  March  19,  1874,  and  a  Congrega- 
tional ciuu'ch  was  formed,  calling  itself  the  Central  Congregational  Church 
of  Attleborough.  The  first  deacons  elected  were  P>lwin  Shepardsou  and 
"Welcome  Aldrich,  the  first  treasurer  William  Fisher,  and  the  clerk  H.  N. 
Dagirett.  A  council  for  the  recognition  of  the  new  church  was  held  in 
Agricultural  Hall  on  the  thirty- first  of  the  same  month,  Dr.  Bl.'ike  preaching 
the  sermon.  Meetings  continued  to  be  held  in  the  sclioolroom,  Init  the  place 
was  entirely  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  congregation,  and  simultaneously 
with  the  formation  of  the  church  a  movement  in  the  direction  of  a  building 
was  made. 

This  enterprise,  once  started,  was  "  pushed  forward  with  great  energy,  both 
by  the  pastor  and  H.  X.  Daggett,  and  some  other  stirring  men  of  the  village." 
It  took  just  five  weeks  from  the  formal  recognition  of  the  formation  of  the 
church  for  these  energetic  men  to  perfect  their  arrangements  aud  commence 
the  contemplated  work  of  building.  The  old  burying-ground  was  the  site 
selected  for  the  edifice,  and  it  was  necessary  to  remove  some  of  the  ))odies 
interred    there.     It  was  with  considerable  difficultv  in  some  cases  that  the 


>In  1891  Mr.  Tilioii  rcsigne'l  Ills  pastorate  in  Rehoboth,  pi-eachlug  his  last  sermon  to  his   i)Coijle 
there  on  Xoveiitbcr  2S  of  that  year.    He  went  to  Lancaster,  X.  H.,  where  he  still  is  located. 
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ooii>t'iit  of  till'  ii-l:itivi'N  \v:i>  <il)t:iiiif'l.  l)iit  all  siicli  obstacles  were  liiially 
oviMvoiiH'.  'IMu-  liuildiii'i  c'oumiitti'i'  were  Ilaiulfl  X.  Dajzgott,  John  F.  Stiinly, 
anil  Kdwin  WliilDcy.  Tliey  liogaii  work  on  May  "),  l.sT-l,  and  on  .June  16 
till*  conii'i^toni'  was  laid.  Tlu'  |iastoi-.  Kcv.  Mr.  'rilton,  made  the  historical 
remarks,  ami  Kev.  ,I..I.  Woolley.  of  I'awliu-kft,  delivered  the  address  upon 
that  occasion.  The  exercises  were  participated  in  hy  Rev.  Samuel  Bell,  Rev. 
•lohn  Whitehill,  Rev.  H.  Cantield.  of  this  town,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Blodgett,  of 
PawtJicket.  In  the  cornerstone  were  placed  the  names  of  the  members  of 
tlie  church,  a  copy  of  its  creed  antl  covenant,  a  copy  of  the  ortler  of  exercises 
of  the  (lav.  two  copies  of  the  ('hronicli'  containing  editorials  on  the  estalilish- 
ment  of  the  church,  specimens  of  scrip  and  specie,  and  the  business  card  of 
Mr.  .1.  F.  Sturdy.     The  stone  was  laid  in  its  place  by  Mr.  Daggett. 

The  work  of  huilding  went  rapidly  forward  under  the  etlicient  supervision 
of  the  committee.  Mr.  Daggett  arraiiircd  with  nuicii  forethought  and  had  the 
masi>ns,  carpenters,  and  painters  on  hand  when  their  special  wcjrk  was  ready 
for  them,  ''and  they  did  not  leave  it  till  it  was  done."  Early  in  December, 
1«74,  services  were  held  in  the  vestry,  and  "by  the  untiring  etToits  of  the 
corainittee  the  structuie  was  completed  in  less  than  a  year."  The  building  is 
of  woo<l,  with  a  brick  l»asement,  is  al)out  forty-one  i)y  sixty  feet  in  measure- 
ment, ami  of  (Jothic  design,  with  a  spire  whose  top  is  one  hundred  feet  from 
the  ground.  The  clock  was  the  gift  <>f  the  village  and  cost  §500,  ai\d  the 
bell  was  present«'d  by  Mr.  .lohn  F.  Stnrdy.  The  lecture  room  will  seat  about 
three  hundred  people  ;  there  is  also  a  liljrary  loom  and  a  kitchen  department 
with  all  necessary  arrangements.  The  auilii'uce  room  above  seats  about  four 
hundre<l. 

It  is  forty-four  feet  high  tn  the  peak  of  the  roof  and  is  well  finished  and 
furnishecl.  It  has  eight  side  windows  of  colored  glass  and  three  rose 
windows,  the  largest  and  smallest  in  the  front  end.  an<l  the  other  opposite, 
over  the  chancel.  The  chancel  contains  the  pulpit  .iml  eh(jir  scats,  with  the 
organ  at  the  right  or  west  side,  and  there  is  a  small  gallery  at  the  opposite 
end  of  the  church.  At  the  left  of  the  chancel  is  a  talilet  containing  seveial 
texts  of  Scriptiu'e,  and  the  date  of  th»'  organization  of  the  church,  the  laying 
of  the  corner-stone,  and  the  names  of  the  seveial  pastors.  This  cliiiicli 
cost  U'tween  ?ir,. 011(1  and  Sl^.OdO.  The  largest  contributors  were  II.  N. 
Daggett,  .1.  V.  Sturdy,  and  the  late  WillMiil  Ivobinson  :  and  several  others 
among  th*-  business  men  of  the  village  were  wvy  liberal  in  their  donations. 
The  ladies  of  the  congregation  also  did  their  full  share  of  the  work.  The 
fniiti*  of  one  young  lady's  in<luHtry  purchas«'d  the  beaut ifiil  eonimiinion 
Bcrvice  ;  '•  a  group  <»f  young  ladies  "  gave  an  antiipianan  supper  and  r.aised 
3100  for  net  lees  and  organ  f<»r  the  vestry  ;  and  the  older  ladies  bv  a  series 
of  fairH  rni»ed  $.'»00  towards  fiuiiishing  the  (■hiireh.  The  work  was  a  m-eat 
one  to  iiccompliHli  in  so  short  time,  for  exactly  one  yi'ar  by  d.ale  from  the  day 
the  ^ronnd  was  broken,  on  .May  .'»,  1.h7.'),  the  comph-led  church  biiihling  was 
dedicntcil. 
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There  was  a  large  congregation  present  on  that  occasion,  and  several 
clergymen  of  prominence  took  part  in  the  exercises.  Rev.  S.  M.  Newman, 
Rev.  H.  B.  Hooker,  d.d..  Rev.  William  Barrows,  d.d.,  and  Rev.  M.  Blake, 
D.D.,  among  them.  Rev.  Mr.  Bell,  then  pastor  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Church,  made  an  historical  address,  and  the  dedi(!ation  sermon  was  preached 
by  Rev.  J.  M.  Manning,  d.d.,  of  Boston,  from  1  Kings  8:  27.  Fine  music 
was  rendered  by  musicians  from  Providence,  and  a  dedication  h^'mn  com- 
posed by  Mrs.  L.  B.  Sweet  was  sung  by  the  congregation.  This  was  the 
closing  event  of  Mr.  Tilton's  pastorate,  and  his  labors  here  terminated  at 
that  time,  greatly  to  the  regret  of  the  people  of  the  church  and  the 
communitv. 

The  next  minister  in  charge  was  Rev.  F.  E.  Marsten,'  and  he  was  followed 
by  Rev.  F.  D.  Kelsey,  their  pastorates  together  covering  a  period  of  five 
years. 

In  August,  1880,  Rev.  George  O.  Jenness  commenced  his  labors  here.  He 
was  born  in  Methuen,  this  State,  April  14,  1837.  He  was  educated  partly  at 
Atkinson  Academy  in  New  Hampshire  and  at  the  Baptist  College  in  Rich- 
mond, Va.  He  pursued  his  theological  studies  with  Rev.  Ebenezer  W. 
BuUard,  of  Hampstead,  N.  H.,  now  of  Stockbridge,  this  State.  He  was 
ordained  in  1869  and  commenced  preaching  in  Virginia.  Subsequently  he 
modified  some  of  his  views  and  became  a  Congregationalist  and  had  his  first 
pastorate  as  such  at  Wakefield,  N.  H.  While  there  he  accepted  the  call  to 
this  church.  Mr.  Jenuess  was  married  January  13, 1872,  to  Mary  A.  Merrill, 
of  Hampstead,  N.  H.     They  have  two  children  living,  Annie  M.  and  Manora. 

The  Central  Church  organized  with  twenty-four  members  and  at  the 
present  time  it  has  sixty-two  and  a  congregation  averaging  about  one 
hundred.  The  Sunday-school,  organized  in  March,  1866,  has  upon  its  roll 
one  hundred  and  fifty  names  and  an  average  attendance  of  ninety. - 

MURRAY    UNI  VERS  ALIST    CHURCH. 

The  first  attempts  made  by  this  denomination  to  establish  religions  services 
in  East  Attleborough  were  not  far  from  1820,  or  during  the  pastorate  of  the 
Rev.  Richard  Carrique  over  the  First  Universalist  society  in  Oldtown. 
There  was,  however,  at  that  time  great  opposition  manifested  against  these' 
attempts  by  some  of  the  leading  Congregationalists  of  that  part  of  the  town, 
who  were  very  decidedly  opposed  to  the  doctrines  of  Universalism.  How 
long  the  meetings  continued  is  not  known,  but  it  is  certain  that  no  permanent 
foothold  was  gained  at  that  time,  and  that  no  further  efforts  were  made  for 


1  In  June,  1877,  Mr.  Marsten  married  Ida  M.  Freeman,  daughter  of  tlie  late  Joseph  J.  Freeman,  of 
Attleborough  Falls.  The  ceremony  took  place  in  the  church  and  was  performed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Kelsey, 
his  successor.  Mr.  Marsten  is  now  settled  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  is  pastor  of  a  large  Presby- 
terian church. 

'-Mr..Ienness'successorwas  Rev.  Walter  T.Taylor.    The  present  pastor  (189:j)  isRev.J.  H. McLaren. 
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ui-arlv  or  (juitL'  half  a  century,  'riifre  weii'  then  prt»bal)ly  very  few  of  this 
denoniinatiun  in  the  East  vilhiire,  hut.  as  with  the  sucoeedinu,-  years  popiUation 
increased.  peopK'  (if  this  faith  in  hir^er  nuiul)ers  became  residents,  and  some 
twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago  they  were  nnnn'rons  i'nouu;h  to  tiiink  of  havinu'  a 
church  and  parisli  of  their  own. 

In  the  initial  work  no  one  was  more  earnest  than  the  late  Charles  K.  Hay- 
ward.  The  lirst  decisive  public  step  was  taken  on  June  r.»,  1.S75,  when  the 
oriianization  of  3Iurray  Universalist  Parish  took  place.  The  services  were 
held  in  I'niou  Hall  from  this  time  until  December  IG  of  the  same  year,  when 
Murray  Chapel,  the  upper  part  of  the  late  P^dwin  J.  Horton's  building  on 
North  Main  Street,  was  dedicated  to  the  purposes  of  religious  worshii). 
Services  eoutinued  to  be  held  there  for  nearly  ten  years.  The  society  was 
incorporated  May  11,  1>!>!1.  as  Murray  I'niversalist  Society.  The  name  was 
fiven  in  honor  of  Rev.  Jolui  Murray,  the  founder  of  the  denomination  in 
this  countrv.  He  came  from  England  in  1770.  and  one  says:  '"The  cir- 
cumstances under  which  he  landed  at  Good  Luck,  New  Jersey,  and  [ircached 
ill  the  old  Potter  Meeting-house,  which  Thomas  Potter  had  built  in  the  faith 
that  'God  would  send  a  preacher,'  read  like  a  romance.  Hi'  was  the  dohn 
"Wesley  of  rniversalism." 

The  first  pastor  of  Murray  C'huich  was  Rev.  Franklin  ('.  l-'iint.  He  was 
here  Imt  a  few  months,  from  Novendjcr,  l.S7r),  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  March  •2.">.  187G.  The  second  pastor  was  Hev.  Alphonso  E.  White, 
who  reu)ained  nearly  two  years,   from  Sei)tember,  1«76.  to  July,  1.S78. 

In  the  September  following.  Rev.  Thomas  W.  Illman  received  a  call  from 
the  church,  which  was  accepted,  and  he  commenced  his  labors  here  October  1, 
187.S.  He  was  boin  in  Piiiiadelphia,  Penn.,  January  21»,  \H')'A;  he  went 
through  the  course  of  instruction  in  the  public  schools  of  hi;-  nativ*'  city, 
graduating  from  the  Cential  High  School  in  July,  1<S70.  The  following  year 
he  entered  tiie  Diviiuty  School  of  Tufts  College,  this  State,  took  the  regular 
four  vears'  course  there,  and  then  ri'mained  another  yeai-  for  special  study. 
He  was  settled  first  in  Saugus.  this  State,  al  which  place  he  was  (irdained 
Septend>er  12,  1870. 

.Soon  after  his  setllemeiif  here  the  matter  of  a  church  building  began  to  be 
tiilked  of  and  special  elTorts  in  that  <liiection  to  be  made.  Mr.  Illman 
labored  with  great  faith  :ind  f;uiif^tni's>  in  this  cnuM'.  and  hi- was  ablv  sec- 
onde<l  by  all  the  people  of  his  parisii.  In  May.  IHHl,  the  sttcicty  dt'cided  to 
buy  a  lot  on  South  Main  Street,  just  below  its  union  with  Nortli  Main  Stici-t, 
for  82,0()(>.  KtTorts  were  i«doul'l<Ml  and.  In-fore  the  p.Mstor  resigned,  sullicieiit 
inonev  w:iH  pled'jeil  to  assure  the  desired  residt  ;iiid  In  warrant  begiiniin'_:  the 
work  of  liuildint:  the  edifice. 

Mr.  Ilbnan  resigned  this  pastor.Mte  May  I.  I><Hl.  to  inke  charge  of  the 
Third  rniverMalisl  Church  of  New  York  City,  on  We>l  Eleventh  Street.  He 
remained  there  until  June  I,  |nh7,  wh«-n  lie  aceepled  a  call  to  Itraltleboroiigh, 
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Vt.,  to  one  of  the  largest  churches  in  the  denomination.'  August  15,  1877, 
he  married  Maria  Louise  Poole,  of  Philadelphia,  by  whom  he  has  had  three 
daughters.  Helen  Louise,  Adelaide  Poole,  and  Florence  Sweet  Illmau. 

Rev.  Hiram  A.  Philbrook  succeeded  Mr.  Illmau  as  pastor  of  this  church. 
He  was  born  in  Bradford,  Vt.,  in  October,  1834.  He  was  educated  at  Green 
Mountain  Institute  and  finished  with  the  divinity  course  at  Tufts  College. 
His  first  charge  was  at  Calais,  Maine,  and  he  remained  there  thirteen  years, 
with  the  exception  of  some  time  spent  in  the  army,  where  he  served  as  cap- 
tain in  the  Eighth  Maine  Regiment.  After  leaving  Calais  he  was  over  a 
church  in  Nashua,  N.  H.,  then  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  and  still  later  in  Rock- 
land, Maine.  He  commenced  his  mhiisterial  labors  in  this  town  September 
14,  1884,  and  a  month  later,  on  October  28,  the  ground  was  bi'oken  for  the 
foundation  of  the  new  church  building. 

In  1858  Mr.  Philbrook  married  Louisa  King,  of  Claremout.  N.  H.  They 
have  two  daughters.  Laura  Mary  and  Maria  Philbrook.  He  resigned  in 
1888,  to  take  charge  of  a  church  in  Boston. 

The  cornerstone  of  the  new  church  building  was  laid  December  11.  1884, 
with  appropriate  ceremonies,  and  the  vestry  was  completed  and  ready  for 
occupancy  in  Juh>  1885.  The  remainder  of  the  work  was  rapidly  pushed 
forward,  and  the  main  audience  room  was  finished  and  occupied  for  the  first 
time  on  November  15,  1885.  The  building  committee  early  appointed  were 
J.  Lyman  Sweet,  chairman,  Rev.  Mr.  lUman  (his  place  subsequently  being 
occupied  by  Rev.  Mr.  Philbrook),  W.  R.  Cobb,  the  late  Charles  E.  Hayward, 
L.  J.  Lamb,  aud  E.  O.  Richardson.  Each  and  all  of  these  gentlemen  were 
most  faithful  and  efficient,  as  the  result  testifies. 

The  church  is  of  Queen  Ani:e  style  and  very  pretty  1»oth  in  design  and 
finish.  The  audience  room  has  a  seating  capacity  of  tln-ee  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  and  the  Sunday-school  room  below  seats  two  hundred.  There  are 
also  parlors,  kitchen,  etc.,  conveniently  and  appropriately  arranged,  accord- 
ing to  the  requirements  of  the  present  day.  The  pulpit  furniture  was 
presented  to  the  society  by  Mr.  Charles  F.  Lamb,  of  Waltham,  a  former 
parishioner  of  Mr.  Philbrook,  the  communion  table  by  Mr.  N.  J.  Smith, 
and  the  chandelier  by  Mr.   R.    F.  Simmons,  of  this  town. 

It  was  at  first  proposed  to  build  a  chapel  only,  at  a  cost  of  perhaps  85,000 
or  §6,000,  but  it  was  finally  decided  to  have  a  church,  though  that  meant  a  far 
larger  outlay.  The  present  building  with  the  land  has  cost  816,000  ;  and  the 
eud  aimed  at,  a  paid  for  church,  has  not  been  attained  without  great  effort 
aud  even  personal  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  people.  Large  sums 
of  money  have  been  contributed  by  a  few,  notably  by  Mr.  Hayward,  Mr. 
Sweet,  and  Mr.  Lamb,  and  many  others  have  given  of  time  and  money  pro- 
portionally perhaps  as  generously  as  they.     Though  a  great  work  had  been 


'  Atthe  present  time  (18!)3)  Mr.  Illman  is  pastor  of  tliL-  Univer&alist  church  in  Concord,  N.  H. 
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nct-mnpliHlieil  by  Iiih  priMlewss.jr.  Mr.  I'liilluook  toim<l  uiikIi  waiting  to  be 
iloiio  when  lie  came  to  tlio  jKirish.  ami  W  lalioml  perseveiingly  with  his  peo- 
\i\v  until  till*  «-.>iismnmati..n  was  ivachnl.  Most  wisely,  it  was  decided  not  to 
ile<licato  the  cluireli  till  every  dollar  of  the  society's  obligations  was  i)aid.  and 
too  iHUeb  cre«lit  cniinot  W  given  to  the  ladies,  who  for  two  or  thiee  years 
wiirkeal  iiiic^nsingly  to  <"ancel  us  much  as  possible  of  the  (U'lit  which  renuiined 
when  the  hiiilding  was  linished.  Karly  in  the  year  18.S7  abont  ?H()0  was  still 
un|Mii(i.  nud  Mr.  .1.  \..  Swi-et  very  generously  offered  to  be  responsible  for 
$;»«»0  of  that  anionnt  if  tin-  hulies  would  raise  tiie  remainder  by  a  certain 
dale.  TliiH  by  no  means  small  task  was  acconiplislu'd.  cliii'lly  by  a  series  of 
Very  pleasant  entertainments,  and  tlu' entire  del>t  thus  li(|nidated. 

Tlie  (le<lieation  Kervices  were  lieM  M.iy  11.  is,s7.  They  were  participated 
in  bv  manv  friends  of  the  s<»«Mely  frtmi  iionu*  and  altroad  and  by  several  emi- 
nent rUTgymen.  The  dedicatory  prayer  was  offered  by  Kev.  E.  11.  C'apen, 
D.i>  ,  prenident  of  Tufts  College,  and  an  address  to  the  parish  was  given  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Potter,  then  pastor  of  the  First  Tniversalist  Chnrch  of  this  town. 
U»-v.  Dr.  f;eorge  11.  Kmerson.  <»f  Salon).  Rev.  W.  A.  Start,  .Air.  11.  (J.  Dun- 
ham, of  this  town,  a  wtiident  in  Tufts  Divinity  School,  and  the  pastor  also 
t«H>k  part  in  the  ••y.-i  ■;■ —  "wl  the  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Afr.  Tllinan, 
the  former  pastor. 

We   cannot    iK'tw-r  cIom-  llii.>^  sketch  of   Murray  Chinch  than   by  (juoting  a 

ffw    m-ntenccH    from    .Mr.    lllman's    discourse  at    its  dedication.     He  says: 

»*  A»  one  who  was  with  you  at  the  iK'giniiing  of  the  l>uilding  movement,  and 

■  '  ■  i  it  with  interest  in  all  its  stages,  I  would   be  qualified   to 

iinceand    generosity    which    this    little    temple    represents. 

Kvery  such  movement  reveals  the  souls  of   pfoplc  ;   mikI  1  can  lu-ar  testimony 

■'    *    '        '     'Tted    loyalty  and   ilevoti«in.   in  no   .•"tinted   measure,    have    been 

u-  in  the  wnds  of  the  people  of  this  church  and  of  this  town. 

I   rvfitrain  mynrlf.     I   cannot    be  amiss,  however,  to   mention    the   name  of 

♦  '■'■■'--   K.   Hay  ward,  as  one  wh<»Me  wholcscuue  liberality   made   this  church 

and  whos4«  Hpirit   lingers    near    it,   although,    in    life,   he    was    not 

••nter  its  d«M.rM  for  a   hingle  servic*-.      It  is  a  moninneiit    to   the 

t   and   unselfiwh   labors  of   many  faithful   men  ami  women,  both 

kI.     Believinu  that  to  truly  generous  hearts,  such  asyours,  a  good 

•li.  I  will  content   myself  with  extending 

lons  that  your   labors   have  been  crowned 

ami  that  you  can  offer  to  the  service  ut   (mmI  and  1 1  is  children's 

I  HO  complete  a  gift.  an<l  olTcr  it,  too,  free  from 


...   ....         ",.,1  „f  Ht.i|„w-  h.iilH,  \t.,iaiiie 

11  tlinl  )«'nr.  Ml-  li-fi  S»'|.toin. 
•  «'f<lei|  Itrv.  Oaiili-I  I.,  nailer, 

i«(f  III*  |m*lornl«  a  imixniiitfi-  was  liiilli  by 
OrlnlMT    I.  \s:t\,  till!  |in..,.|,i  ,,,,-l,,t .  I{,.v. 
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ST.  Mary's  church   (roman  catholic). 

St.  Mary's  Parish  dates  back  nearly  forty  years,  to  1850,  duriDg  which 
year  it  was  orgauized  by  Rev.  Joseph  McNamee,  of  Fawtucket,  R.  I. 
There  were  very  few  Roman  Catholics  in  the  district  at  that  time,  but  a  suffi- 
cient sum  of  money  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  was  raised  by  subscription. 
The  only  obtainable  lot  was  the  rocky  spot  on  the  main  road  between  the 
Falls' and  North  Attleborough,  just  west  of  the  elevation  called  "Peck's 
Mountain."  In  18.52  Father  McNamee  died,  and  Rev.  P.  G.  Delany.  also  of 
Pawtucket,  had  charge  of  the  people  of  this  faith  in  tow^n  for  the  following 
two  years.  His  successor  was  the  Rev.  Philip  Gillick,  of  Greenville,  R.  I. 
He  continued  his  residence  in  that  place,  but  he  devoted  the  larger  portion  of 
bis  time  to  this  parish,  and  under  his  administration  more  active  work  was 
commenced  and  much  was  accomplished. 

Up  to  1857  the  religious  services  had  been  conducted  in  private  houses  or 
in  Barden's  Hall,  but  during  that  year  a  church  was  built  on  the  site  pre- 
viously purchased.  This  was  a  plain,  inexpensive  structure,  but  it  answered 
the  actual  needs  of  the  people  at  that  time  and  for  some  years.  At  the 
time  the  church  was  built  Father  Gillick  took  up  his  residence  in  North  Attle- 
borough, living  in  various  places  there  and  for  a  time  even  in  the  basement 
of  the  church,  until  finally  he  built  himself  a  house  by  the  side  of  the  church. 
He  did  a  great  and  arduous  work,  for,  besides  accomplishiug  much  in  this 
town,  "  he  built  or  purchased  places  of  worship  in  Franklin,  Wrentham,  Wal- 
pole.  Foxboro',  and  Mansfield,  all  of  which  he  attended  to  regularly  until 
advancing  years  and  increasing  numbers  of  Catholics  obliged  him  to  seek 
the  assistance  of  another  priest."  He  had,  in  all,  three  assistants,  the  Rev. 
Fathers  Couaty.  Foley,  and  Ryan.  In  1874,  on  account  of  his  advanced  age 
and  feeble  health,  Father  Gillick  resigned  ''  the  post  he  had  so  long,  so  ably, 
and  so  well  filled,"  giving  it  into  the  hands  of  the  Right  Rev.  T.  F.  Hen- 
dricken,  Bishop  of  Providence.  It  was  in  February,  1874,  that  Father  Gil- 
lick ceased  his  active  labors  here,  and  he  removed  to  the  State  of  New  York, 
where  he  died  on  the  10th  of  the  following  May. 

He  was  immediately  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Edward  J.  Mongan,  and  his 
first  assistants  were  Rev.  Andrew  Brady  and  Rev.  P.  F.  Doyle.  Father 
Mongan  is  still  the  incumbent  of  St.  Mary's  parish,  and  the  present  assistant 
is  Rev.  John  T.  Lynch  (1887).'  He  has  worked  zealously  and  suceessfull}' 
during  the  fourteen  vears  of  his  administration.  A  debt  resting  upon  the 
church  when  he  came  here  has  been  paid  off,  and  tiie  parish  has  been  in  a 
very  prosperous  condition.  At  the  time  he  came  here  the  church  had  far 
outgrown  its  accommodations,  and  in    1877  the    present  site  and   buildings 


>  Since  the  above  was  written  Father  Mongau's  assistant  has  been  removed.  The  work  in  Mansfield 
having  so  increased  as  to  require  a  resident  pastor,  he  ceased  his  labors  there  and  confined  himself 
to  the  requirements  of  his  own  special  parish  in  North  Attleborough. 
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wen-  piirHiiiHtHl.  These  were  tin-  old  TitTi  pioperty  ..n  Wjvsliiugtoii  Stivot, 
North  AttlelHiroiijjh.  the  ilwellin^'  w»'ll  known  t<>  tlie  ponple  of  the  town  as  the 
"  Roiiml  house."  This  house  is  ofeu|.ie<l  :»s  a  ivsidence  by  the  olHcintin«>- 
priests  aiul  llie  st«»nc  hiirn  has  l)een  remodeled  and  conviTted  into  a  phiee  of 
worship.  AlM»ut  S2(».00()  was  tlie  priee  of  this  proi)erty,  and  in  two  years 
fnim  the  time  the  ehuich  t<)«>k  possession  it  was  entirely  paid  for.  In  addi- 
tion the  buiUliti};  fund  for  a  n«-w  i-liureh  ediliee  alrca<ly  anionnts  to  810,000.' 
1  'in  i-isiht  to  nine  luinihed  niemliers  of  this  ehnreh  and  parish,  and 

;ion  at  llie  re-fiihir  st-rviees  averages  from  six  to  seven  hundred. 
The   Sahlmth-»cluK)l    nuuil)er8    two   htnidred.     There    is    here    an    insurance 
!ion    under    the    guardianship    of     the    ehnreh,    called    the    Catholic 
i  •«  Association  ;  this  nunihers  ahout  fifty  memhers.      Besides  attend- 

ing lohiHown  parish.  Father  .Mougan  has  charge  of  the  services  of  his  church 
nt  ManHfirM  [see  note]. 

ST.   John's  cm  i;<  II   anh   I'akisii. 

In  |Hm;1  the  |)ortion  of  St.  .Mary's  parisii  comprised  in  the  east  part  of  the 
town  wan  set  apart  by  Bishop  Ilendricken  and  organized  by  him  as  St. 
John'w  parish.  For  some  time  previous  to  this  date,  it  having  become  more 
diltieult  for  the  iM»ople  of  the  Fast  village  to  attend  church  on  account  of  the 
ri'JHovnl  from  the  Falls  t«»  Ni>rlh  Attleltorough.  Father  .Mongan  had  regularly 
f»'h-liratf«l  nuisH  in  Dean's  or  I'liioii  Hall.  The  lirst  pastor  appointed  over  the 
new  parish  wu*  tlie  Rev.  .lolin  .1.  O'Connell,  then  curate  of  the  Church  of  the 
!  '  ••l)liou  in  I'rovidcMct'.      He  came  .lannai'y  (!,  ISS:},  ;ind  still 

••«  were  continued  in  I'liion  llall  up  lo  Decemlier.  iss.;,  luit  ilie  |)eoi)le 

lial    :■■!  iie   been  «K'sirous  <>f   having  a    mort'  suitable  place.      At  the 

time  tin-  :  i-  or({ani/.eil  (piitc  a  sum  of  moiu'y  had  already  been  collected 

with  that  object  in  view,  and  work  was  at  once  commenced.      Land    was   pur- 

'         '^      •'    ''        ^-     .-t  of  the  family  of  the  late   F.  1).  Bliss,  inchiding 

and  now  used  as  the  priest's  residi'uce. 

I  of  tiie  new  i-difh-e   was  laid   September  17,  1H.S;5,  the  ser- 

»«»'"  •■' .e.|  by  the  Hev.  .1.  C.  Walsh,  of  the  Holy  Communion  Church, 

l*f"  Pai»t«»r  and  peoph-  were  earm-st   and  zealous  mid   the   work  of 

'   vigorously  on  toward  completion.     The  (  liiuch  is 

h»ng,  nfty   feet   whlc,  and   built    after  the  (Jothic 

i  luiiidMMne  Mlrneture  and  makes  as  a  whole  a  liiu'  effect.      The 

•••able   fi-ature.  .and  the  top  of  its  surmounting 

limidrerl   and   thirty-eight  and  a  half  fe«'t 

from  the  Rruuml.     Tlie  au(liu>i  i    excellent  proportions,  linished  and 

•  ii.Mii.  w„.  |,i|,|  hiilu!  hpiliiK  Of  issii.  mid  iho 

■.|»Xi.  mill  It  will  he  a  lnrj{e  iukI 

■■    ■■■   I     •III  nbovu  1)4  notyi't  runiplotcil. 
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furnished  well,  the  style  of  finish  used  in  the  roof  being  particularly  pleasing. 
The  colors  used  in  the  decoration  are  soft  and  agreeable  to  the  eye,  and  the 
stained  glass  windows  add  nuich  to  the  general  effect  of  the  entire  room, 
which  is  harmonious  and  in  good  taste.  The  beautiful  window  over  the  high 
altar  is  the  gift  of  Rev.  James  IMurphy,  of  St.  Teresa's  Church,  Providence, 
and  represents  the  patron  saint  of  this  church.  The  side  windows  are  also 
gifts  from  various  members  of  the  church.  The  high  altar  was  presented  by 
the  congregation,  and  the  side  altars  by  friends  of  the  parish.  A  large  organ 
occupies  the  choir  gallery,  which  is  over  the  vestibule,  and  the  only  gallery  in 
the  church.  The  Sunday-school  room  or  vestry,  a  large  room,  occupies  the 
basement  of  the  building.  The  church  seats  seven  hundred  people.  The 
members  number  six  hundred,  and  the  average  attendance  at  mass  is  four 
hundred.  The  Sunday-school  numbers  one  hundred  and  tw^enty-five.  The 
eutii'e  property  is  valued  at  $25,000.^ 

The  dedication  took  place  September  22,  1885,  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop 
Hendricken  conducting  the  services,  which  were  very  imposing  and  impressive. 

Father  O'Connell  has  accomplished  much  since  he  entered  upon  the  work 
of  this  parish,  and  he  has  not  only  endeared  himself  to  his  own  people,  but 
has  gained  the  respect  of  the  community  by  his  courteous  and  friendly  bear- 
ing towards  those  with  whom  he  has  in  various  ways,  both  public  and  private, 
come  in  contact. 

ST.  Stephen's  church. 

The  energy  of  Father  Mongan  was  not  satisfied  even  when  he  had  thor- 
oughly established  a  church  in  the  East  village,  and  he  turned  his  attention 
to  another  portion  of  the  town.  At  least  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  he  com- 
menced holding  services  in  Dodgeville.  For  many  years  a  large  proportion  of 
the  people  residing  in  the  villages  of  Dodgeville  and  Hebronville  have  been 
foreigners,  they  having  almost  entirely  superseded  natives  in  mill  work.  Very 
many  of  these  inhabitants  are  French  Canadians  or  of  that  extraction  and 
were  born  and  bred  in  the  Roman  Catholic  faith.  As  their  numbers  increased 
they  needed  more  and  more  attention  and  at  length  a  church  and  pastor  of 
their  own. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  exact  date,  but  about  eight  or  ten 
years  ago  (1877-78)  a  church  was  built  and  called  St.  Stephen's.  It  stands 
on  the  road  between  the  two  villages  and  at  no  great  distance  from  either. 

The  congregation  numbers  about  six  hundred,  and  there  are  three  hundred 
and  fifty  communicants,  fully  two-thirds  of  whom  are  French  Canadians  and 
the  remainder  probably  chietly  Irish.  There  are  about  eight  marriages  and 
thirty  baptisms  annually,  and  about  thirty  persons  in  the  parish  have  taken 
the  pledge  of  total  abstinence. 


'  A  lot  opposite  the  church  was  purchased  by  Mr.  P.  M.  Carpenter,  ami  a  commodious  and  pretty 
rectory  was  built  upon  it,  which  was  finished  during  1891.    The  cost  was  some  $6,000. 
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The  piihtor  al  present  in  charge  is  ili.'  K.\ .  I'atiick  8.  McGce,  UmwvU  of 

Canaila. 

Then-  linve  heeii  various  reli«ii«)Us  societies  which  huvi'  iuhl  mceliuirs  in 
town  at  tliflrercnt  times,  continuinir  in  some  instances  iov  quite  a  Ions;  period 
an.i  havinij  considerable  numhers  of  attendants.  These  meetings  have  been 
held  in  halls  i.r  small  n)oms  hired  for  the  purpose,  none  of  the  organizations 
h.nviojj  attained  snillcient  success  to  enable  them  to  own  l)uildings  for  them- 
stdvoH.  Among  these  may  l>e  mentioned  the  Mission  of  (ilad  Tidings,  in 
f\iHtence  f«»r  quite  a  period  and  h(.lding  its  regular  services  in  a  hall  ou 
North  Main  Street,  Altleborough.  Episcopal  services  were  hold  for  some 
lime  in  the  same  village  under  the  care  of  Kev.  Mr.  Csgood.  Now  the  society 
called  .Ml  Saints'  Mission  has  a  rector  of  its  own.  Rev.  I.  T.  Bagnall.  A 
Congreirational  church  has  recently  been  formed  in  North  Attleborough, 
cnlliuL'  itsflf  Triiiitv  (■.iii'_niL':iti«Hial  Cliurch.  of  which  the  pastor  is  Kev. 
K    \.-  Warren. 

AImiuI  |h7(i  till-  .Vmcricuu  .Millennial  Association,  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
bought  some  land  in  the  extreme  southern  portion  of  the  town  and  every  year 
since  that  time  have  held  cainp-meetings  there  for  people  of  their  iieculiar 
Ixdiefs.  .\mong  the  prominent  men  connected  with  the  association  in  various 
plart"^  and  leaders  in  these  mei-tings  may  l»e  mentioned  Elder  Lemuel  Osier, 
Father  .Shipley,  as  he  was  called,  Hev.  Cyrus  Cunningham,  from  the  West, 
.1.  rierson,  of  Newbnryport,  this  State,  J.  Orrock,  Mr.  Hundy,  Josiah  Litch, 
.1.  I..  Lit«-li,  Robert  Knowles,  and  a  .Mr.  Stewart,  of  Eranklin,  Mass.,  who  is 
Ireanurer  of  the  a.nsociation.  Of  the  si-veral  leaders  in  oiiiani/.ing  these  camp- 
uu'i'tings.  Elder  OhUt  is  the  only  one  now  living. 

The  grounds  consist  of  a  pretty  grove  lying  on   the  south  side  of  the   road 

which  niiiH  from  the  road  between  Dodgt-ville  and  Ilebronville  to  Hriggsville, 

Just  ea«t  of  the  Iloston  and  Providence  railroad.     The  original  purchase  was 

flvf   acrvs,   since   increased  to  ten.     There    ar*-  al  the  present   time   (IS'.t;^) 

M's  on  the  groiunls.  and   the  place  has  c«»me  to  lie  in  a  small 

iier  rehort.     A  keeper  resides  thi-re  all  the  yi-ar  through,  and 

tin  •K.'cupy  their  CottagCH  during  the   sinumer   months,  certain    trains 

■  >nt  crossing  to  accommodatf  such  of  tin-  <reiitlemen  as 

i  (•■nee. 

The    Adventiata    generally    hold     tla-ir    camp-nn-eting    some    time    dining 

*  ■    '' '     ■  '     '  Ikmmi  hehl  as  early  as  .liuie  and  as  late  as  Septiinber. 

le  for  ten  days.  There  are  representativi'S  of  associa- 
U»  |>iirtH  of  the  c«»nnlry.  some  of  the  .Middle  and  Western  States. 

an-l  ., '■  ..I.  though  the  greater  number  are  from  New  England. 

For  four  veara  MetluwIiHts  of  the  vicinity  have  held  camp-meetings  con- 
'  for  two  yours  the  society  of  Christian  Workers  have 
ontinued  for  ten  days.  These  services  attract  lartrc 
uuinbcr*  of  |ie<iple  from  the  aurtoiiiuling  country  in  all  directions. 


.^2w2:^:a 
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chaptp:r  XI. 


SCHOOLS. 


OUR  New  England  pioneer  settlers  were  in  many  respects  like  all  others. 
They  had  tirst  of  all  to  fell  the  trees  of  the  forests  and  to  build  for 
themselves  habitations,  then  the}'  had  to  subdue  the  land  and  compel  it  to 
furnish  the  means  of  subsistence  ;  but  the  ideas  of  our  forefathers  went 
further  and  higher  than  simply  to  supply  themselves  with  shelter  and  food. 
All  those  things  they  left  behind  them  in  abundance  ;  but  they  came  here  to 
found  free  institutions,  and  their  commonwealth  must  be  built  upon  a  basis 
both  religious  and  intelligent. 

At  one  of  the  first  meetings  of  the  proprietors  of  Rehoboth,  or  the 
"  plantores  of  Seacunk,"  held  probably  within  a  few  mouths  of  the  settle- 
ment of  that  town,  it  was  voted  ^'  that  the  meeting  house  shall  stand  in  the 
midst  of  the  town,"  and  ver}'  early  the  schoolmaster's  lot  was  set  apart. 
This  was  usuallj'  near  the  meetinghouse  lot.  The  church  and  the  school 
stood  side  by  side. 

November  13,  1677,  at  a  town  meeting  it  was  voted  "  that  Daniel  Smith 
should  write  to  the  young  gentleman  at  Dorchester,  to  signify  to  him,  that  it 
was  the  town's  desire  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  come  up  and  teach  a  school 
according  to  those  former  invitations  that  our  Reverend  Pastor  made  to  him." 

May  18,  1680,  the  town  was  notified  by  the  selectmen  that  one  Mr.  Edward 
Howard  had  engaged  to  teach  school,  and  his  terms  were  "  twenty  pounds  a 
year  in  country  pay,  and  his  diet,  besides  what  the  court  doth  allow  in  that 
case"  ;  and  the  following  year  the  selectmen  were  directed  to  "  endeavor  the 
utmost  to  re-engage  Mr.  Howard  to  keep  the  school  another  year."  In 
December,  1683,  the  selectmen  "did  fully  agree"  with  a  Mr.  Taylor  to 
keep  school  for  one  year,  his  pay  to  be  *'  £5,  in  money,  £10.  as  money,  and 
his  diet." 

In  October,  1698,  it  was  voted  "  that  a  school-master,  as  the  law  directs, 
should  be  attained."  and  when  the  selectmen  had  procured  one  they  were  to 
"  agree  with  him,  for  his  encouragement  to  keep  school."  At  this  time  the 
schoolhouse  had  to  be  repaired  "  and  made  fit  for  to  keep  school  in."  There 
seems  to  be  no  mention  of  the  date  of  its  construction. 

March  15,  1699,  the  selectmen  made  an  agreement  with  Thomas  Robinson, 
of  this  town,  to  keep  a  reading  and  writing  school  for  the  term  of  three 
months,  "  to  begin  the  first  or  second  week  in  April,  at  the  farthest,"  and  for 
his  labor  "he  is  to  have  three  pounds,  half  in  silver  money,  the  one  half  of 
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it  whfii  be  has  k»'pt  half  Iht-  trim,  mikI  thr  <.tlu'r  half  when  his  (nuuter  is 
expire«l :   tlu-  lust  part  of  his  \k\\  in  c-oiii  L'<nii\  alt'iit  to  luonev." 

L'p  to  this  time  it  is  coiiji'ctuied  that  Iioys  only  had  had  the  benefit  of 
public  instruetion;  but  in  December  of  this  year,  1<>'.»'.>,  *'the  selectmen 
agreed  with  Mr.  Robert  Dickson  to  keep  school  in  Rehoboth  for  six  months," 
be  engaging  t«»  «lo  his  nlmost  endeavor  'Mo  teach  both  sexes  of  boys  and 
girU  to  rea«l  Knglish.  an<l  write,  and  cast  acconnts.  In  consideration  of 
Huid  service,  the  said  soh'ttmen,  in  the  town's  behalf,  do  engage  to  pay  him 
thirteen  |M)unds,  one  half  in  silver  money,  and  the  other  half  in  good  mer- 
cbaulable  Injards.  at  the  current  and  merchantaltle  price  ;  the  boards  to  be 
delivered  at  the  landing  place,  at  Samuel  Walker's  and  Sergeant  Butter- 
worth's  pier."  '  •*  .Vll  these  votes  were  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  1647, 
providing  for  the  t.-ixing  of  the  people  of  the  towns  for  the  support  of  free 
public  schools,  to  which  every  child  might  have  access,  —  the  first  legislative 
act  in  the  world  affording  free  public  instruction,  through  a  general  taxation 
of  all  the  peoplf.  to  tin-  children  of  all  the  peoi»le." 

In  17U8  the  course  of  study  was  eidarged.  tiie  schoolmaster  then  ••  agree- 
ing to  instruct  in  reading,  writing,  grammar,  and  arithmetic."  Early  in  the 
1712  it  was  "voted  to  raise  thirty  pounds  annually,  for  the  support  of 
1-."  One  "  neighliorhood  "  was  to  have  ten  pounds,  and  "be  obliged 
to  maintain  an  Knglisli  8clio<»l."  and  other  portions  of  the  town  were  to  have 
"  the  remainin;!  twenty  pounds,  and  be  obliged  to  maintain  a  grammar  school." 

rp  to  this  time  there  is  no  mention  of  separate  scliools  for  Attleborough  ; 
therefore  those  of  our  town,  if  indeetl  there  were  any,  must  have  been  iden- 
tifletl  with  or  in<-luded  in  those  of  Rehoboth.  The  first  records  found  on  our 
fKjoks  are  f«ir  1710,  over  twenty  years  after  tlic  incorporation  of  the  town. 
i)i\  March  20  of  that  year,  by  those  who  were  "  l>y  the  providence  of  God 
inhabitantM  (»f  AltlelH)rough,  it  was  voted  and  agreed  upon  that  Deacon 
Daggett  Hbould  be  Hclmolmaster."  I^ater  in  tiic  year  this  record  is  found: 
"At  a  town-nifetinu'  l.awfnlly  warneil  the  17th  of  December,  171H,  for  ta 
f'oi,.,i.U.r  and  Resolve  what  they  will  do  with  Respect  to  the  Ilircing  of  A 
i-tnanUsr  ami  hcc  whether  they  accept  of  Mr.  .losiali  .laccpies  as  school- 
''  '  •    l<'iins    Mr.   Kreennm    lias  agreed    for    him,   the  said 

•'  '    .  ■  liirr  .Mr.  ,liie(pies  of   .Mr.    Freeman    for  one  year  for 

a  .SotwMl'iOMtcr,  and  to  pay  .Mr.  Freeman  twenty  pounds  in  current  money 
of  thin  prr»vihei.,  ur  proportionally  for  less  time,  if  he  should  not  stay  so 
lonR."  Thin  man  of  whom  the  town  hired  the  schoolmaster  was  Mr.  David 
Frrrujaii,  who  lived  near  the  South  .Vttleborough  cemetery;  therefore  there 
<.»•<?»>••  to  Im'  no  iloubt  that  our  (Irst  schools  were  kept  in  that  part  of  the 
town.  At  thin  time  there  were  no  nchool  buildings  here,  and  f(.r  almost  a 
hundred  yean  Ute  iK-ho«>lN  were  kept  in  tin-  houses  of  dilTerenl  inhal.itants. 

'.  •••lumli  co»«,  at  Uit  mouUi  of  the  Ten  MUo  RJver. 
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Fertile  year  1717  oue  Thomas  Cathcart,  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  was  the 
town  schoolmaster,  his  salary  being  thirty  pounds.  The  closing  words  of 
his  receipt  for  this  salary  leave  no  donl)t  as  to  his  reception  of  the  money  or 
its  full  equivalent :  "  I  say  received  Ity  me,  Thomas  Cathcart." 

At  this  time  Attleboroush  included  the  Gore,  now  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  and 
the  population  did  not  probably  exceed  five  hundred  people.  This  territory 
was  all  one  district,  and  only  one  school  was  kept,  as  may  be  proved  by  the 
early  records,  where  the  school  and  the  schoolmaster  are  invariably  mentioned. 

Under  date  December  5,  1718,  is  found  the  following  record:  ''The 
meeting  then  held  to  consider  what  may  be  done  respecting  the  school,  to 
see  where  the  town  will  place  it ;  whether  by  a  committee  that  may  then  and 
there  be  chosen  to  manage  that  affair,  or  any  other  way  that  may  be  thought 
proper.  The  Town  voted  and  agreed  that  ye  school  should  be  kept  seven 
months  in  one  quarter  of  ye  Town  at  a  time,  and  that  Quarter  shall  have 
power  to  place  the  school  as  they  shall  think  most  proper  and  convenient." 
At  this  time  a  committee  of  the  five  following  men  was  appointed  to  make  a 
division  of  the  town  into  four  quarters  ;  namely,  H.  Peck,  Ensign  Whipple, 
Ensign  i?ead,  John  Lovell,  and  Samuel  Day.  It  was  part  of  the  duty  of  this 
committee  to  order  the  quarter  in  which  the  school  should  first  be  kept,  which 
should  follow,  and  so  on  until  each  quarter  had  had  its  proportionate  seven 
months  of  schooling.  No  records  are  extant  of  any  reports  from  this 
committee,  and  for  aVjout  twenty  years  succeeding  this  date  it  is  probalile 
that  "  the  method  of  pul)lic  instruction"  remained  about  the  same. 

In  1737  there  was  a  division  of  the  town  into  four  districts^  or  quarters, 
"Northeast  and  Southeast,  Northwest  and  Soqthwest." 

On  the  records  are  found  orders  on  the  town  treasurer  showing  that  George 
Allen  held  the  position  of  schoolmaster  in  1724-26-28  and  1732,  and  he  was 
paid  from  thirty  to  fifty  pounds  a  year.  These  salaries  Avere  always  or 
nearly  always  exclusive  of  "diet,"  and  the  inference  is  that  the  teacher 
was  also  entitled  to  conve^'ance  to  and  from  the  school  when  necessary,  as 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Tiler  was  several  times  paid  by  the  town  for  •'  horse  hire 
going  to  fetch  ye  schoolmaster."  Sometimes  in  the  earliest  days  the  records 
show  that  persons  offered  to  lie  responsible  for  the  teacher's  maintenance  for 
a  certain  portion  of  the  year;  but  later  this  matter  was  more  frequently 
adjusted  at  town  meeting,  the  warrants  for  the  meetings  stating  that  one  of 
the  questions  to  be  decided  by  the  town  was  "  to  see  if  they  will  do  anything 
towards  boarding  the  schoolmaster." 

The  records  do  not  show  what  studies  were  pursued,  as  sometimes  is  the 
ease  in  those  of  Rehoboth  ;  but  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  they  were,  as  in 
that  town  at  first,  the  elementary  ones  of  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic, 
or  "casting  accounts,"  and  those  only. 

.During  some  years  there  was  no  school  at  all,  such  being  the  case  in  1735 
and  1736.     The  record  states:  "In  ye  first  place,  it  was  put  to  vote  to  see 
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wlu'tluM-  llu-  town  will  liiiv  a  Mli....l-ii):i>t»-i .  and  the  vote  passed  in  the 
lU'jiative."  Uiit  whether  this  .leeision  was  from  a  temporary  hu-k  of  interest 
or  lack  »»f  funds  does  not  appear,  no  reasons  or  exi>lanations  Iteinji'  given. 
'•Thf  toaduTs  at  thin  time,  as  far  as  known,  were  .lohn  Gratrax.  Henjamiu 
Me.  and  .lohn  HoM>ins,  .Ir.  The  hitter  was  evitU'iitly  a  prominent  man  in 
Ui8   generation,   a-    he   lield   the  olliee  of   town   clerk   and   selectman   several 

years. " 

In  IT  11.  tlH-  Leiiisl'itnre  passed  an  act  "  anthorizing  the  division  of  towns 
into  8eli«j<jl  distri«'ts."'  and  those  towns  which  nnmhered  fifty  families  were 
compelled  liy  this  net  to  provide  for  proper  instruction  in  all  the  English 
branches,  and  those  which  nnmliered  a  Imndred  families  must  add  to  these, 
intitruction  in   Latin  and  Greek. 

The  records  for  the  following  year.  174.").  show  that  progress  had  been 
made  in  this  town.  **  At  a  town  nu-eting  lawfully  warned  and  held  ye  14th 
tl.iv  of  .lannarv,  ITl.'i,  voted  to  choose  a  conunittee  to  divide  the  town  into 
r»\e  parts  anil  the  (iore  to  l>e  one  part.  N'oted  also  that  the  school  he  kept  in 
two  places,  six  months  each  in  each  part,  during  the  next  two  years  and  six 
monthh."  In  the  words  of  another:  " 'i'liis  ct)nnnittee  made  the  division 
anfl  nametl  the  houses  where  the  school  should  lie  kept.  This  was  the  first 
htep  towanl.H  the  district  system,  though  its  ince|ition  was  still  in  the  future. 
Ry  this*  plan  the  sj'hool  'andmlated'  from  (piarter  lo  (piarter,  and  house  to 
lioiKM',  and  when  one  (piarter  had  ha«l  its  six  months'  schooling  —  three  months 
in  each  of  the  two  places  —  it  waited  two  years  and  six  months  before  its  turn 
came  again  to  drink  at  the  fount  of  knowledge.'' 

HcHideH  this  new  arrangement  of  districts  another  change  of  impoilance 
occnrred  at  this  time.  "A  ni-w  impetus"  was  given  to  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion in  our  midst,  thojigii  its  source  cainiot  now  hi'  traced.  It  would  cer- 
Ininly  be  very  interesting  to  know  what  person  or  person>  lirst  suuuested  the 
new  departure.  The  records  say  that  the  w.-irrant  t'oi-  the  aitove-mentioned 
meeting  in  .lannary.  1 7 1.'»,  contained  an  article  as  follows:  "To  sec  if  the 
timu  will  vote  any  m()ney  to  be  expended  in   keeping  women  sehools."      That 

iM»  im|M>rtant  nn  innovation  might  have  due  < sideration.  the  article  was  laid 

o*'  :Kljourne<I  meeting,  wlu-n  it  was  voted  to   raise    thirty  i»(.inids  old 

tei  y.  "  lo  encourage  ye  k<-eping  of  women  scIkioIs."      Whether  this 

Appropriation  wnH  put  to  immediate  use  cannot  now  be  aseertained.  It  was 
mon-  tl  •  ■  i.ly  years  after  m-Ih.oIs  were  started  in  Keholiolh  that  tliev 
**Tc,  :<  t«»  the  recorcls.  open  to  children  of  both   se\»'s  :   in  oin'  town 

it  wim  nInioHt  thirty  yenrt  l»efore  girls  were  admitted  to  the  privileges  of 
public  nhication.  and  it  would  seem  that  at  lirst  they  h.id  separate  schools. 
In  HelioU.ili  ilie  Name  teacher  agreed  to  teach  both  boys  and  girls  ;  here  the 
*'""'  '  »^<"dd  seem  to  indicate  a  distinct  school  for  "  women." 

^^  ^-  •"■  forefathers  really  were  on  this  (piestion   nnisl   be  left 

to  ronjrcture.     I'erhnp**  they  deemed  women  in  gener.al  incapable  of  learning 
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or  regarded  "reading,  writing  tuitl  ciphering,"  as  accouiplishnients  and 
unnecessary  to  tlie  riglit  performance  of  their  then,  in  some  senses,  rather 
limited  duties.  Certainly  the  jyleasitres  to  be  derived  from  education  would 
not  enter  into  the  discussions  or  decisions  of  the  stern  men  of  those  rigid 
and  exacting  times  ;  but,  whatever  their  ideas  or  motives,  they  determined  to 
try  the  experiment.  They  could  scarcely  have  foreseen  the  consequences  of 
such  a  step  or  have  realized  to  what  it  would  lead  ;  for  had  this  been  possible 
they  might  have  been  appalled  at  the  effects  produced  by  the  now  exten- 
sive higher  education  of  women  and  have  withheld  their  favorable  vote  for 
the  initial  departure  in  that  direction. 

We  who  read  the  history  of  this  movement  backwards  can  see  that  it  was 
sure  to  come,  and  we  have  reason  to  be  proud  and  grateful  that  it  was  left  to 
our  own  time,  ''the  enlightened  nineteenth  century,"  and  conspicuously  to 
our  own  land,  to  interpret  in  its  highest  sense  the  name  first  given  to  woman, 
by  planting  schools  and  colleges  where  she  may  be  prepared  for  her  proper 
position  in  life  as  the  helpmeet  for  man  to-day.  Against  great  opposition, 
rational  public  opinion  seems  finally  to  have  accepted  and  set  its  seal  of 
approval  upon  the  idea  that  the  liberal  education  of  women  is,  or  is  destined 
to  be,  a  benefit,  not  an  injury,  and  that  the  better  the  coufses  of  instruction 
given  them  in  almost  all  departments  of  knowledge,  the  better  are  they  fitted 
to  act  well  their  part  and  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  their  sphere  in  life,  whether 
that  word  "  sphere  "  is  considered  in  its  narrowest  or  widest  sense,  according 
to  the  standard  of  yesterday  or  to-day.  The  results  of  the  equal  education 
of  men  and  women  have  already  been  stupendous,  and  the  possible  conse- 
quences for  good  no  one  can  calculate.  Our  town  has  kept  pace  step  by  step 
with  other  towns  in  the  coeducation  of  her  children.  It  would  be  of  great 
interest  to  ascertain  what  was  the  cause  of  the  change  in  public  opinion  here, 
and  we  can  but  deeply  regret  that  the  records  upon  the  subject  are  so 
meagre    and  unsatisfactory. 

For  several  years  after  the  changes  mentioned  but  little  can  be  found  ui)on 
the  town  books  relating  in  any  way  to  schools,  and  during  some  years  no 
appropriations  were  made,  or  at  least  no  records  of  any  were  made.  In  1771 
it  is  recorded  that  in  the  east  part  of  the  town  there  was  ''  one  week's  addi- 
tional schooling,"  no  reason  for  the  addition  being  mentioned.  About  this 
time  the  item  of  '•  diet"  disappears  or  rather  ceases  to  be  decided  by  the  town 
separately,  the  salary  of  the  teachers  being  doubtless  sufficiently  increased 
to  include  that  item,  and  they  allowed  to  attend  to  the  matter  on  their 
own  account.  A  vote  taken  by  the  town  in  November  of  the  year  1771 
shows '"that  increased  facilities  for  educational  advantages  were  required,' 
the  natural  consequence  of  increased  population  and  increased  amounts  of 
territory  occupied. 

,  It  was  voted  at  that  time  to  choose  a  committee  "  to  divide  the  town  into 
twelve  parts,  and  appoint  the  places  where  the  school  shall  be  kept."     The 
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cuminittee  examined  tlie  tcniloiy.  rousidoretl  the  needs  as  to  space  ami  iiinii- 
Ikts.  and  after  due  deliberation  deeitled  to  make  thirteen  divisions.  Having 
ctjiiipleUnl  thin  work  they  presented  their  report,  recommending  the  voters  of 
the  tuwu  U>  nsseinhle  and  decide  npon  it.  This  was  (h)ne.  tiie  previons  vote 
wji.s  rescinded,  a  vote  ajiproving  oi  the  thirteen  divisions  was  taken,  and  the 
hotiscii  where  the  scht)ol  was  to  he  kept  were  named.  Abont  this  time  men 
of  considerable  prominence  in  the  town  hel«l  the  position  of  schoolmaster. 
Conspicuous  among  these  was  Klisha  May.  an  account  of  whom  appears 
I'lsewhere.  his  name  api)earing  on  the  records  as  early  as  176.S  and  again  in 
later  years.  There  can  be  no  better  proof  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  the 
olllce  «if  instructor  was  held  in  those  times  than  to  lind  such  a  man  occupying 
the  |H>sitiou. 

In  1761>  we  tind  Kphraim  Starkweather  teacher  of  the  "Grammar  School" 
f«»r  a  year.  He  was  a  man  of  i>rominence  in  Kehohoth,  where  he  was  bom. 
His  name  appears  on  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  during  the  early  part 
of  the  Revolution.  In  the  years  177.^  and  177.S  he  was  representative 
fnun  hi-"  iiMii\i'  town  Id  tlif  (iiiii-rnl  Court  and  served  as  senator  for  three 
yean*. 

In  I77G  il  ua.>  ••  \i»tiii  lu  dii-idc  llie  scliool  money,  that  each  one  may  have 
hit*  e«|nal  part.  Voted  that  no  person  shall  send  out  of  lus  own  (piarter. 
\'«»te<|  that  any  <piarter  that  neglects  to  improve  his  money  within  the  year 
Hiiall  lo»e  it.  Vote«l  that  each  (|uartei'  siiall  draw  one  thirteenth  of  the 
money  raiHed  for  sclH»oliiiir."  TIte  amount  of  money  raised  at  that  time  for 
this  |iur|M)(H'  is  not  staten 

In  the  year  \~H'2-H'.\  oui'  IjMin/.er  liiicnii  \\:i>  schoohnaster  for  a  time. 
Till-  n-rurds  state  that  he  received  f"J  Ss.  for  keeping  school  two  mouths  iu 
'•  l,t.  Itolkcom's  (piarter." 

At  a  meeting;  JM-ld  September  l^l,  I7.->1.  au.-M^  other  things  it  was  "voted 
to  iJ'iNf  tlie  .ScIkkjI  money,"  a  consnmmati<ui  greatly  to  be  desired.  During 
that  year  Sanuiel  Tingley  received  f2  Is,  Id.  foi'  keeping  schoi>l  one  niontli 
and  Iniardin^  hiniHelf. 

In  I7H7  the  town  voted  to  divide  into  twenty  (juarters.  I-'or  soini'  reason 
til  lie.  and  at  the   next    meeting   it  was   '•  voti'd  and  auic^d  t(»  let 

tl"  lid  an  they  be,  and    the   money   shall   lie  ilivided   among   the 

qnartere  accord inu  to  tliu  number  of  chihiren  in  said  town  from   four  to  six- 

••  ■  '        riiiH   iH   the   first   mention   of    the   a]tpidpiiati.)n  of  school 

»•  •  <i:  to   the   nnmlH-r  of  childn-n.      Treviously  each  (piarter   had 

had  lla«  aame  amount  without  regnnl  to  the  »ize  of  the  school.  This  method 
ut  di\i(Iin};  the   moi  <-apita  —  contiiuied   iu    a   gi-neral    way.  though 

MMbji>4-t  ••  |o  *..iii.-  il  ,H  „|„|  various  luodidctition'^  "  for  :iliiiosl    a  cen- 

tury, until  t  wa»«  alxdished. 

^'"""    '  '    -■..,  i>-  were   by   law  autliori/.tu    io.ii\i.ir   tlnu    hrritorv 

•'  •  l^iP   Inw  met  with   strenuous  resistance.     There  was  a 
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Strong  popular  opposition  to  it,  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  as  the  town  raised 
the  money  it  should  retain  the  right  and  power  to  see  to  its  appropriations 
and  expenditures  and  not  leave  this  to  the  discretion  of  irresponsible  dis- 
tricts. This  opposition  continued  for  some  time.  Under  a  later  law  it  was 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  town  to  appoint  a  committee  to  make  appraisals 
of  district  property,  and  it  was  the  commendable  practice  of  some  towns 
to  select  a  committee  for  that  purpose  from  adjoining  towns  to  insure 
impartiality.  Now  by  the  enactment  of  other  laws  these  matters  are  again 
voted  by  the  town.  This  town  did  not  immediately  carry  the  new  law  into 
effect. 

March  17,  1789.  "  Voted  to  choose  a  committee  to  divide  the  town  into 
twenty  quarters  for  schooling."  The  committee  numbered  thirteen.  March 
13,  just  previous,  is  found  the  following  entry  :  "  This  may  certify  that 
William  May  is  appointed  by  the  selectmen  to  keep  a  Gramer  school  in  the 
tottu  of  Attleborough.     Ebenezer  Tyler,  Town  Clerk." 

In  1808  the  town  fully  complied  with  the  above  law,  chose  a  committee  and 
divided  the  territory  into  eighteen  districts,  and  the  committee's  report, 
exactly  and  carefully  describing  their  ''  metes  and  bounds,"  is  copied  verbatim 
on  the  town  records  over  the  names  of  the  committee. 

It  is  probable  there  were  no  schoolhouses  up  to  1804,  as  the  records  make 
no  mention  of  any  previous  to  that  time.  In  that  year  the  town  gave  the 
districts  authority  to  raise  money  and  build  houses,  '•  to  select  a  spot  where 
to  build  and  to  act  upon  any  other  matter  that  may  be  deemed  beneficial  to 
said  districts,  and  not  contrary  to  law."  The  district  of  Oldtown  seems  to 
have  been  the  first  to  act  upon  this  privilege  granted  b}'  the  town,  and  the 
Falls  was  next  in  order  to  take  the  necessary  steps  towards  a  building,  by 
virtue  of  a  warrant  signed  by  the  selectmen.  After  1«08  all  the  districts  at 
different  times  received  similar  authority.  For  over  twentv  years  the  town 
elected  the  prudential  committees,  who  received  and  expended  the  appropria- 
tion moneys  and  also  made  the  arrangements  with  the  teachers.  Committees 
were  also  chosen  by  the  town,  one  or  two  from  each  district,  ''to  view  and 
inspect  the  schools,"  liut  reports  of  their  work  are  not  extant. 

It  was  in  the  year  1804  that  a  committee  was  first  cliosen  to  decide  upon 
and  select  textbooks  to  be  used  in  common  in  all  the  schools.  The  gentle- 
men composing  this  committee  were  Rev.  John  Wilder,  Rev.  Nathan  Holman, 
Rev.  James  Read,  Ebenezer  Bacon,  John  Richardson,  Jr.,  Dr.  William 
Blanding,  Joel  Read,  P^lijah  Ingraham,  and  Peter  Thacher,  and  the  majority 
of  them  were  reelected  several  times. 

In  1789,  as  before  stated,  the  first  mention  is  made  of  the  school  money 
having  been  divided  per  capita,  but  the  amount  is  not  given.  The  numbering 
was  generally  done  about  November  1  each  \ea.v.  In  1798  the  sum  allowed 
to  each  child  was  determined  by  town  vote  to  be  fifty-eight  cents  ;  in  1801 
this  sum  had  increased  to  seventy-five  cents,  and  in  1807  to  one  dollar  per 
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chiKl,  wliii-li  -uiii  oontiiiiir.l  to  lu-  tlu'  aiiioiml  mIIowcmI  until  182).  The  year 
IHi;,  was  tlie  onh-  exeeplioii  to  tlie  general  rule,  as  then  for  some  reason  one 
half  of  the  appropriation  was  e(pially  <listriltutetl  l»etween  the  districts,  and 
the  other  half  aceordinii  to  th<-  nnniher  of  sehohns.  The  amount  of  money 
distrihutfd  or  the  ehanj^es  in  the  iHiml)er  <>f  weeks  of  schooling  is  not 
reconUnl. 

During  the  next  few  years  there  were  not  many  changes  of  any  kind. 
AlxMit  1«2!»  it  was  voted  that  tiie  prudential  committees  should  be  elected  l)y 
each  district,  instead  of  Ity  the  town,  as  had  lu-en  the  case  previously. 
Novemher  1,  18;{0,  it  was  ••  voted  to  appropriate  the  school  money  l>y  dividing 
it  ainon^  the  several  districts  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit,  all  districts 
iiunihering  "lU  sclmlars  and  upwards  shall  Ik-  intitled  to  one  dollar  each; 
otherwise  those  districts  if  any  they  l)e  numlK'ring  less  than  .'>()  shall  be 
iutitled  to  two  cents  in  addition  to  the  dollar  in  the  same  proportion  as  the 
nuiiilier  falls  siiort  of  .'lU.  Kxamplc.  a  district  numheriiig  2.")  scholai-s, 
draws  SI. ."id." 

April  2.  IX.'iH,  "  V«jted  to  niake  the  supi'iintcuding  school  committee  a  rea- 
tionable  conipensatitjn  for  services."  I  p  to  this  time  prol)ably  those  services 
had  been  gratuitous.  The  same  year  it  was  voted  that  the  Massachusetts 
Srh«Hil  Fund  siiould  lie  appropriated  as  was  other  school  money.  '•  The 
Kevi«ed  StaluleH,  Chap.  11,  Sect.  l."5,  provide  that  all  moneys  and  stocks  in 
the  treasnrv  on  the  first  day  of  .Ian.  1M,S."»,  whicli  shall  have  been  derived 
from  sales  of  the  C'onnnon wealth  lands  in  tin-  statt'  of  Maine,  and  from  the 
claim  of  the  Coinmonwealth  on  the  government  of  the  United  States  for 
military  Kervice»,  and  whii-h  shall  not  lie  othi-rwise  appropriated,  together  with 
one  half  of  the  moneys  thereafter  received  from  the  sale  of  the  lands  in 
.Maine,  hhall  »-onstitute  a  permanent  fund,  to  be  called  the  Mass.  School  Fund, 
for  the  encouragement  of  common  schools,  provided,  that  said  sum  shall 
never  exceed  one  million  dollars."  These  lands  were  a  part  of  the  domain 
of  thin  Stat««  when  Maine  was  a  portion  of  it,  .and  the  title  remained  vested 
in  the  ("ommonwealth  ufti'r  Maine  became  a  sepai'ate  State.  The  military 
cUiiinM  were  thfwc  maile  by  thiit  State  u|>om  tlie  Tuiled  States  goveniiuciit ,  for 
exjKMiWH  inciirre*!  in  calling  the  militia  into  service  in  defence  of  the  country 
tinting  the  War  of  I«12.  The  original  claim  was  for  8.S0(),()0().  This  was 
reniiited  and  there  wan  a  <>onllict  of  authority  between  the  Slutc  and  national 
governnientN  iM't'auHe  .MasHachiiHeltH  did  not  fidly  complv  with  all  tiir  re(piisi- 
tlon««  an«l  «lid  not  place  the  militia  furnished  under  full  control  of  ;i  military 
olllcNT  of  tin*  I'nitfd  StnteH.  F(»r  these  reasons  only  a  poiijon  of  the  claim 
wan  iwid  to  the  State.  The  fund  in  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  secretarv  and 
treMnrer  of  the  HoanI  of  p^lncation  an  uommisKioners.  and  new  investments 
'"'  ■  iior's  approval.     The   income  only  is  to  be  used 

f"'  1--    :oi.l    in    t,.    l...    ,li.i,ll„,...,|    ;,,    ,|„.    following 
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One-half  of  the  annual  income  of  the  fnn.l  shall  be  approi)nate<l  and  <listrilnite(l  without 
a  specific  appropriation  for  the  support  of  puhlic  sdiools,  ami  in  the  manner  followinj,':  to  wit, 
every  town  complyini,'  with  all  laws  in  force,  relatiiii,' to  the  distrilnition  of  said  income,  and 
whose  valuation  of  real  and  personal  estate,  as  shown  by  the  last  returns  thereof,  does  not 
exceed  one  million  dollars,  shall  annually  receive  two  hundred  dollars;  every  such  town,  whose 
valuation  is  more  than  one  million,  and  does  not  exceed  three  million  dollars,  shall  receive  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars:  and  every  such  town,  whose  valuation  is  more  than  three  million, 
and  does  not  exceeil  five  million  dollars,  shall  receive  one  hundred  ilollars.  The  remainder  of 
said  half  shall  be  tlistributed  to  all  the  cities  and  towns  whose  valuation  does  not  exceed  ten 
million  dollars,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  persons  between  five  and  fifteen  3ears  of  age 
belonging  to  each.  All  money  appropriated  for  other  educational  purposes,  unless  otherwise 
specially  provided,  shall  be  paid  from  the  other  half  of  said  income.  If  the  income  in  any 
year  exceeds  such  appropriations,  the  surplus  shall  be  added  to  the  principal  of  said  fund. 

Towns  which  do  not  maintain  at  least  one  high  school  and  who  do  not  raise 
by  taxation  at  least  three  dollars  per  capita  for  the  children  between  five  and 
fifteen  receive  no  apportionment  from  this  fund.  It  is  provided  that  the 
school  committees  of  the  various  cities  and  towns  shall  receive  and  apply  the 
portion  of  this  income  accruing  to  them  to  the  benefit  of  the  schools,  and 
that  they  may,  if  they  so  deem  best,  appropriate  any  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  amount  received  for  books  of  reference,  maps, 
and  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  said  schools.  The  valuation  of  this  town 
for  1887  exceeded  66,000,000.  The  appropriation  must  therefore  be  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  children  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age.  The 
amount  is  not  far  from  Si 00. 

From  1838  till  18.50  school  affairs  seem  to  have  run  on  smoothly  in  their 
fixed  groove,  but  in  the  latter  year  there  were  incendiary  fires  at  several  of 
the  schoolhouses.  The  selectmen  offered  a  reward  of  $500  for  the  apprehen- 
sion of  the  criminals,  and  the  town  resolved  itself  into  a  "committee  of  the 
whole,"  for  the  protection  of  property.  There  is  no  record  that  the  reward 
was  claimed,  that  any  person  was  arrested,  or  that  there  was  any  further 
trouble  of  a  similar  nature. 

The  following  report  of  the  school  committee  for  1845  was  found  among 
the  author's  papers.  It  is  presented  entire,  not  only  because  as  coming  from 
his  pen  it  will  give  pleasure  to  some  readers,  but  because  of  some  facts  and 
statistics  contained  in  it,  which  will  interest  those  concerned  in  the  progress 
of  the  cause  of  public  schools  in  the  town  and  the  State  :  — 

During  the  past  year  the  schools  in  this  town  have  generally  been  prosperous,  and  useful; 
and  have  contributed  in  some  degree  in  educating  the  youth  of  the  town  in  knowledge  and  vir- 
tue; in  making  one  step  in  advance  in  that  long  path  of  improvement  in  education,  so  nnich  of 
which  remains  unattained.  In  saying  thus  much  in  their  favor,  we  do  not  intend  to  convey 
the  impression,  that  we  should  rest  satisfied  with  the  condition  to  which  they  have  already 
attained.  They  are  tar  from  what  they  ought  to  be  and  might  be.  There  is  no  institution, 
planted  here  by  our  fathers,  which  is  susceptiVde  of  such  indefinite  improvement  as  our  com- 
mon school  system.  There  is  no  conceivable  end  to  its  advancement.  There  are  some  institu- 
tions of  human  origin  which  seem  to  reach  their  maturity  at  once,  and  ever  after  to  remain 
stationary.  But  here  is  a  most  useful  and  excellent  system  of  education  intended  to  enlighten 
the  whole  people,  in  which  the  most  expanded  benevolence  may  have  room  for  an  unlimited 
exercise  of  its  powers.    In  improving  the  means  of  universal  instruction  philanthroi>y  may 
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HihI  •  Klorlou-.  fi.-l.l  for  thr  irnitirt.ati..ii  of  its  .W-mf.-.  aii.l  without  any  .langer  of  attendant 
c\Jh.  So  one  dtf.!  ffjir  1<,M.  imuh  improvi  ineiil  in  tlu-  intellectual  re>ourfrs  of  a  Republican 
lieoi.h-.  Ill  oihiT  |.»rt»  of  th.-  worKl.  uu.I.t  othir  sy>t<-ni>  of  u'overnmont.  the  atlvocates  of 
■rl>iir.<r\  l■..^^«•rlll»y  frarlhiMiiaroh  «>f  liiiinan  iniprovciiu-nt —the elVects of  tiies^eneraj  diffusion 
of  iiu.injj  the  iK-o|.le.    Tliey  may  dread  a  free  w.liool  a>  au  enemy  to  tlieir  iroverii- 

,„.  I,  II..  (he  revtTM-  i.  true:  the  friend^  of  Ktpublican  wvernment  dread  tiie  i.urno- 

.  opli"  a»  thr  sour.-.-  of  our  greatest  dan;,'er;  and  re^'ard  the  general  intelli!,'ence 
IS  our  sure-t  -afejjuard  and  l«'«t  >up;.ort.     In  fact,  it  ha*  become  a  maxim  of 
aauiiiti-<l  inilb.  Ibitt  Ihf  foun.lation  of  a  Kei)ubliean  govemmtnt  rot- <ni  the  intelligence  and 
Tirtur  of  tlir  |M*ople. 

W  'iiiiK-iid  our  frw  >.-1i<mjN  to  the  guardian  care  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

li.  1^  ill  your  appropriations  for  their  su|>i>ort.     Whatever  sum  you  expend  for  the 

isbi.  .<[i..ii  ,.(  ihi-  risin>:  ;.'eii«-nition  —  for  tho«e  who  are  soon  to  succeed  you  in  the  various  and 

Imi-T'-.ttt  ditf!.-  «  hii-h  \ou  liav«-  a<.vmbl«-d  here  to  discharge,  will  return  to  you  with  tenfoM 

Ini-  I.  in  |H-risiiubl<-  -;old  and  >ilvt;r.  but  in  that  which  is  of  much  more  value.— 

io  •  \vlfdgf.  virtue,  and  happiness  of  your  (-hildren.     It  will  not,  indeed,  return 

to  »ou.  Ill  Iwtji.i.  i.ut  it  will  conic  back  to  you  in  the  richest  blessings.     You  will  receive  your 

uwn  with  o.iiry.     f-^iuculioii  is  not  merely  an  cmbellishmeni  — an  ornament  —  which  can  be 

«1I-.  ..  but  it  i»  a  ne«-essity  in  a  free  gov't.     All  experieix-c  in  civil  atlairs,  all  history, 

all  i.tt  iio  with  one  voice,  that  an  enlightened  education  of  the  people  is  necessary 

to  th'    i-  ruiiiiciice  of  our  civil  institutions,  to  guard  ami  guide  the  people  in  the  exercise  of 

thflr  ri;;lit.«.    True  lll>«-rty  can  nevi-r  flourish  among  a  people  enveloped  in  mental  darkness. 

Ikrprive.1  iif  the  -iinlielit  of  knowledge  it  will  perish  like  a  plant  in  the  sha<le.     An  ignorant 

or  illitcrntf  nation  are  hiin-  to  ilegenerate  into  anarchy  ami  de>potism.     Let  every  friend  of 

fp-  Ills  iM-t  enileavors  to  promote  the  (-ause  of  universal  education:  let  him 

ell'  if  fri-<-  «ehools.     If  our  town  i»  somewhat  distinguished  for  agricultural 

iiiitnufncturiiiL'  industry  —  for  the  enterprise  of  it»  inhabitants,  and  their 

as  to  the  mi-aiis  of   living.  —  let  Us  be  e<|ually  solicitous  to  maintain  as 

•  niiii;:  in  our  appropriations  for  the  cause  of  edin-ation.     Let  us  be.  at  least, 

-  —  if  not  lilx-ral  in  tlie  amount  whi(-h  we  bestow,  or  rather  loan,  for  this  noble 

an  a  town  l>li'«sed  with  a  gooil  measure  of  su<-<-ess  in  our  business 

'  wealth,  let  us  manifest  our  gratitude  for  the  blessing  by  an  increased 

"•  I  ami  moral  cultui-e  of  the  rising  generation.    An  enlightened  self- 

••>!•  !•>  thi- cour-e.     Here  at  least  "  true  self  love  and  siicial  are  the  same." 

'  i  .1        -Ti  iiiiiiii  ot  the  Inhabitants  of  tin-  town  to  the  great  evil  of 

•*»•  ui>on  the  schools.    This  fretjuent  non-attendance  is  not 

"•  .  result,  from  a  want  of  projjer  (-are.  or  from  indilference 

-«■  attendance  in  most  of  our  si-hools.  ilnring  the  winter, 

•  -  ;lian  the  whole  number  of  scholars.     This  is  an  evil  which 
■  one  remarkable  exception  to  this  remark  in  District  Xo.  2(i, 

itleiiilaiice  durin;;  the  whole  .chool  has  been  alnittst  e<iual  to 
III  week  to  Week.     This  presents  an  example  which  deserves 

•  ' "  dl  induce  an  imitation  in  the  other  Districts. 

I   of   the  Secretary  of   the  hnard  of   Educatinii.  we 

1   '  'lie  -  an  evil  the  exposure  of  which  will,  we  trust, 

•■*  '  reini'.ly.     We  n-fi-r  to  the  ureal  numlM-r  of  <hililren  in  the  Com«h 

*  '  I "  •  I"'  Itei-trl  it  Is  stated  that  the  whole  number  of  children  in  the 

II  the  jeiir  |K|3,  was  |1»-J.()-JT:  that  the  whole  number  of 

■liiriux'  lliat    winter   was    l(i!i,|!tl ;    leaving  a  balam-e  of 

mil  iimler  ■•  who  attenil  s(-hiM»|  included  in  the  whole 

■    "f   l'J.:il'.*  uho  did  not  attend  school  during  that 

les  at  the  pn-eni  time.    Tin- conmumiiy  may 

!•  Imsetl*.  where  more  attention  i.  given  to  the 

re  when-  we  have  taken  so  mm-h  satisfaction 

'v\    for  the  eiluention  of  all,  and  of  which  all 

».-;  i^ftitiiM/    UuVif  .uHi  I.  -Iljfhtened  state  of  Muss,ichu«.ett-.  w  her<- 
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public  opinion  anJ  Vavc  hotli  favor  tlie  cause,  what  must  it  be  iu  those  States  where  no  pul)lic 
provision  has  been  made  for  the  education  of  youth  I 

The  greatest  glory  of  a  Republic  is  the  general  dittusion  of  useful  knowledge  among  its 
citizens.  Their  national  renown  should  consist — not  in  military  victories  and  conciuests,  l)Ut 
in  the  intellectual  pre-eminence  of  the  people. 

If  the  people  of  thi>  country  wish  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  their  civil  rights  and  Repub- 
lican form  of  government,  and  transmit  them  for  the  enjoyment  of  future  ages,  they  must 
in>ure  it  by  giving  a  liberal  and  constant  support  to  our  common  schools.  As  our  schools  are 
intended  as  nurseries  for  those  who  are  to  take  the  control  of  public  affairs,  nurseries  where 
the  great  majority  of  the  people  olttain  the  only  means  of  education  which  they  ever  enjoy,  we 
think  it  obvious,  that  the  instruction  given  in  them  should  be  adapted  to  their  situation  and 
duties  in  society,  not  only  in  the  couunon  branches  which  will  fit  them  for  the  ordinary  Inisi- 
ness  of  life,  but  also  in  such  studies  as  will  qualify  them  for  the  responsible  duties  which  they 
have  to  perform  as  members  of  civil  society.  Boys  of  a  suitable  age  should  be  instructed  in 
a  knowledge  of  the  State  and  Xational  Constitutions,  and  in  the  general  principles  of  the 
government,  and  in  the  civil  history  of  the  country. 

It  should  be  one  great  object  of  our  gov't  and  people  to  extend  to  all  the  blessings  of  edu- 
cation. This  is  the  great  mission  of  a  free  people.  Let  us  in  this  respect  present  a  contrast 
with  the  monarchies  of  the  old  world.  Let  it  be  our  great  object  to  form  men.  Let  the  old 
world  have  their  splendid  palaces,  their  sublime  cathedrals,  —  their  courtly  retinues,  their  titles 
of  nobility,  and  all  the  pomp  and  pageantry  which  attach  to  Royalty.  —  let  them  have  their 
standing  armies  and  their  bloody  battlefields  —  but  give  us  the  fruits  of  peace,  universal  educa- 
tion, the  emancipation  of  mind,  the  freedom  of  the  soul.  Let  them  display  their  wealth 
accumulated  for  ages,  where  the  intellects  of  the  many  poor  are  darkened  and  enslaved  in  the 
midst  of  the  luxuries  and  the  grandeur  of  the  noble  few.  When  the  enlightened  traveller 
comes  from  other  lands  to  examine  the  condition  of  our  country,  and  inquires  for  the  monu- 
ments of  our  national  renown  and  exploits,  we  would  be  able  to  point  him  to  our  colleges  and 
academies,  and  our  free  schools  scattered  all  over  the  land,  where  the  minds  of  all  can  have 
free  access  to  the  fountains  of  knowledge,  —  as  the  best  exhibition  of  our  national  character 
and  the  proudest  monuments  of  our  national  glory.  AVe  would  point  him,  not  to  our  great 
and  populous  cities  where  vice  enervates —  (not  to  our  accumulated  wealth  — )  but  to  the'mil- 
lions  of  minds  which  we  have  enlightened  and  improved  and  blessed  by  the  means  of  education. 

Per  order  of  the  Committee 
Attleborough.  April  7. 184.5.  .1.  Daggett.  Sec'y. 

April  7,  1851,  the  matter  of  a  hioli  school  came  before  the  town  and  was 
referred  to  the  following  conivnittee  of  six  gentlemen :  Rev.  Joseph  S. 
Dennis,  Lyman  AV.  Daggett.  Caleb  M.  Paine,  Dr.  Phineas  Savery,  A.  M. 
Ide,  and  Rev.  Jonathan  Crane.  The  school  rates  had  by  this  time  largely 
increased,  for  at  the  above-mentioned  meeting  it  was  voted  to  raise  $4.50  per 
scholar  and  apportion  it  as  had  previously  been  done.  On  Noveml>er  24  the 
high  school  committee  made  a  report  in  which  they  suggested  the  advis- 
ability of  at  once  establishing  high  schools,  agreeably  to  the  law  which 
demands  the  maintenance  in  towns  of  at  least  one  school  "  whose  teachers 
shall  lie  qualified  to  instruct  in  the  history  of  the  United  States,  bookkeep- 
ing, surveying,  geometry,  algebra,  general  historj^  rhetoric,  logic,  and  the 
Latin  and  Greek  languages  "  ;  or,  if  a  central  place  cannot  be  found,  two  or 
more  schools  can  be  kept  whose  terms  together  shall  equal  twelve  months. 
This  not  l)eiug  done  the  town  is  liable  by  the  provisions  of  the  law  to  a 
heavy  fine  ;  namely,  twice  the  amount  ever  raised  in  one  year  for  schools. 
Three  fourths  of  this  amount  would  be  returned,  but  one  fourth  would  be 
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pui.l  into  thi-  c.Minty  tivasury.  At  tliis  time  S4.i:»0  had  been  raised  for 
sriiool  |>uri»..s,.s  ill  this  town.  Thi^  t-oininittoe  further  recoiiimeiuU'd  the 
estalilishinent  of  tliree  scliouls,  oiu-  each  in  the  east.  west,  and  north  dis- 
»ti.t>,  to  h«'  maintained  hy  .'aeii  district,  and,  if  either  district  refused,  that 
It-  portion  of  tin-  ai)i)r<»priati«»n  should  he  e(iually  divi«led  l)etween  the  other 
two.  The  town  at  this  ineetinji  voted  to  estalilisii  hiiih  scliools  and  referred 
th.-  lUMtter  to  tlie  town  m-IiooI  roininittee  to  make  in<iniries  and  arraniro- 
iiHiits  and   report. 

No  further  action  seems  to  have  l»een  talien  Ity  the  town  until  April  :>.  IS,");?, 
when  »he  sum  of  SOUO  was  ap|)ropriated  to  carry  out  the  vote  of  the  town 
rcjjanlinj;  the  estaldishment  of  iii-rii  schools.  The  committee  of  in(iuiry 
and  arranm'inenls  made  a  rcjuirt  dcsL-ril>in<f  a  tlivisi.m  <jf  the  town  into  three 
liinh  ?»«-ho<»|  districts 

A   warrant   (hited    May  7.  l.s.'i.'i,  • taiiie«l   the   following  article:   "To  see 

if  the  town  will  instruct  their  school  connnittee  to  cause  the  common  English 
viMbion  of  the  Bihlc  or  the  New  Testament  of  said  liihle  to  l)e  used  in  the 
Public  Schf>ols  of  this  town  at  least  once  per  day  by  all  the  scholars  of  sutfi- 
litiit  intellc-ctnal  attainments  in  the  opinion  of  the  teachers  to  read  the 
-.Mill.-."     May  *J.{  it  was  vot«'d  to  adopt  the  above  article. 

There  were  further  (hdays  over  the  establishment  of  the  high  schools,  and 
it  wan  not  until  June  •'»,  IH.tG,  tiiat  action  was  again  taken  by  the  town  in 
n'<;nrd  to  them.  \\  that  time  a  committee  of  nine,  three  each  from  the  east, 
north,  and  south  <listiicts.  was  appointed  to  consider,  receive  propositions, 
eti'.  .\t  an  adjoiirneil  meeting  held  .lune  2H  this  committee  reported.  The 
town  accepted  the  re|Mtrt  and  voted  to  establish  two  instead  of  three  high 
•«  li-Mih.  line  at  North  .Vttleboriiiigh  and  one  at  East  Attleborougli.  "  \'oted 
tliat  the  HUin  of  8rj,0t((i  be,  ami  tin-  same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  con- 
Htructinir  suitable  sehool  liouses.  and  purchasing  lots  to  locate  tiie  same  ;  One 
moiety  thereof  to  b<'  expended  upon  »'ach  building  and  lot."  The  committee 
riT  North  .\tllelMiroiigli  were  Samuel  .1.  I.add.  Stephen  Hichardson.  I'd.  Abi«>l 
'  iiiig.  Jr.;  nt  Ka«t  Attlel)orough.  .1.  ('.  Hid.l.n.  V.  11.  (apron.  !,.  H. 
<  aipeiiler.      Thene  cominitleeH  met  but  eoiild  not  agree  upon  locations. 

In  IM.'iM  the  Kchool  distri«'tK  were  resurveyed.  TIumh'  were  nineteen  dis- 
'II.  !■♦  mid  thone  in  <'hftrgo  of  this  matter  iiiaile  repoit  of  some  clmnLii's  in  the 
hill  H.  which  won-  o«'ceptc<l  by  the  town. 

Ill  l".!-.*  t/i  p<T  M-hohir  was  appropriated  and  diviiKd  in  the  usual  iiianiier. 
I  yenr  it  wan  voted  to  «livid«'  one  seventh  of  the  school  apiunpri- 

tlic  dlNtrictM  e(|UHlly  and  six  sevenths  between  the  scjidlars 
pavinic  f»»r  tlie  nerviccH  <»f  the  school  committee. 

li  "Ui  :iinoiintei]  to  !?."•,. "t(»0. 

^i  'atilixh  <Mie  High  School  at  East  Attleborough, 

iind  one  nt  North  Attlcboroii^h,  nml  that  Ihice  thou.san<l  dollars  be  appnipri- 
rit.d  '  -.iipiHirt."      A  committee  of    (he  was  chosen  t..  provide  suilnMe 
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l)lMces  aud  make  necessary  arranoements.  These  five  were  Henry  Rice, 
F.  (t.  Whitney,  J.   R.  Bronsou,  J.  W.  Capi'on,  William  P.  Shaw. 

In  IHG'J  the  school  property  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  town  and  an 
appraisal  committee  appointed.  Their  subsequent  report  placed  the  total 
appraisal  at  S;3;3,2;30.74. 

In  1872  the  appropriation  for  schools  was  69,000.  April  1,  1872, 
•'  Votetl  that  the  Dog  Fund  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  Common  Schools." 
In  1877  the  appropriations  for  school  purposes  were  "  $13,000  for  Common 
Schools,  aud  83,500  for  High  Schools." 

Fourteen  years  after  the  establishment  of  the  high  schools  by  vote,  build- 
ing sites  were  finally  selected.  No  undue  haste  in  action  had  followed  upon 
the  towu's  decision  to  erect  suitable  buildings ;  time  was  taken  to  give  the 
matter  meet  and  proper  consideration  aud  deliberation,  and  finally  affairs 
were  in  such  condition  as  to  admit  of  further  action. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  April  4,  1881,  §25,000  were  appropi-iated  aud  the 
following  named  gentlemen  elected  a  building  committee  :  Joseph  G.  Harden, 
George  N.  Craudall,  Charles  E.  Bliss,  Henry  Rice,  Charles  E.  Hayward, 
Edward  R.  Price,  and  Rev.  John  Whitehill.  the  last  named  being  chairman. 
March  20,  1882,  a  further  appropriation  of  86,000  was  made  to  complete  the 
two  high  school  buildings,  aud  S500  for  necessary  apparatus  for  the  two 
schools. 

By  an  act  of  Legislature  approved  May  12,  1«82,  to  take  effect  January  1, 
1883,  school  districts  were  abolished  in  this  State.  When  this  law  took  effect 
the  towns  assumed  the  expense  of  text-books,  aud  since  that  time  these  have 
beeu  furnished  to  the  scholars  free  of  charge,  that  is,  for  their  use  so  long  as 
they  are  required  in  the  various  grades  and  classes,  but  they  remain  the  prop- 
erty of  the  town.  In  this  same  year,  1882,  a  second  appraisal  of  the  school 
properly  was  made.  On  January  6  a  nominating  committee  was  appointed, 
and  Handel  N.  Daggett,  George  A.  Dean,  George  N.  Crandall,  Frank  B. 
Richards,  William  P.  Shaw,  Joseph  G.  Bardeu,  and  Elisha  G.  May  were  pro- 
posed by  them  and  accepted  by  the  town  to  make  the  appraisal.  These  gen- 
tlemen accomplished  the  proposed  work  and  made  a  detailed  report.  The 
total  valuation  was  $30,595.44. 

March  17,  1884,  a  third  appropriation  of  8242.92  was  made  for  the  high 
school  buildings,  making  their  entire  cost  831,242.92.  These  buildings  are  in 
both  instances  pleasantly  situated.  The  one  in  East  Attleborough  stands  on 
the  corner  of  Bank  and  Peck  streets  ;  that  in  Xorth  Attleborough  on  High 
Street  and  on  more  elevated  ground.  They  are  built  on  the  same  plan  but 
have  some  changes  in  their  towers,  entrances,  etc.  They  are  well  built  and 
well  finished  both  outside  aud  in  and  are  furnished  with  the  appliances  nec- 
essary to  the  proper  carrying  out  of  the  course  of  instruction  required. 
Each  contains  an  especially  useful  aud  important  laboratory,  large  school- 
rooms, necessary    recitation   rooms,   anterooms,  offices,  etc.,  and    they   are 
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coiufortttMv  an.l  foiiviMULMitly  :i(UM,uat»'  far  the  purposes  for  wliicli  they  were 
cunstiiHlo.i.  Thev  luv  pahu-os  <.f  l.fauty  an.l  Itixiiry,  physically  and  intel- 
lectually, wh.'u  n'.iupari'il  with  the  homely,  comfortless  buildings  of  early 
dnvs.  ThiM-e  are  three  excellent  courses  of  study  pursued  in  these  schools, 
Ihe  classical,  the  v'»'nend,  and  the  Knglish.  the  lirst  two  extending  over  four 
vears.  and  the  latter  over  three.  Tiiey  furnish  a  good  education  to  those 
wh.»  d*.»  not  desiri-  or  cannot  have  a  longer  continued  school  life,  and  a  good 
foundation  for  th.»»e  in  town  who  intend  to  pursue  higher  courses  elsewhere. 
Knough  facts  and  fignrrs  have  l>.-en  uiveii  to  show  something  of  the  great 
growth  of  the  town  in  the  important  matter  of  general  education,  and  some 
idea  u»av  he  obtained  of  the  proportions  the  work  of  tiie  school  comuuttee 
had  assumed.  N«>t  only  had  the  increase  both  in  the  number  of  schools  and 
scholars  added  niaterially  to  their  labors,  but  the  additions  required  year  by 
vear  in  the  directions  of  advantages  to  be  given  and  improvements  to  be 
made  in  the  courses  of  study  pinsned  and  the  places  where  they  were  to  be 
pursued  had  also  constantly  augmented  the  demands  upon  their  time.  It  can 
readilv  be  seen  that  the  work  of  a  school  committee  must  always  be  in  some 
measure  *•  district  "  in  its  natm-e,  especially  in  a  town  so  large  as  ours  had 
come  to  be.  It«  members  could  not  separately  become  thoroughly  coiiversaut 
with  the  workings  of  every  school  in  detail,  including  the  performance  of  the 
other  duties  <levolving  upon  them,  without  devoting  their  entire  time  to  the 
business.  The  need  of  a  superintendent  of  schools  had  become  obviously 
jjreat,  and  in  their  irpnrt  for  the  year  l.ss_>  the  school  committee  wisely 
rf<'..iiiinende<l  the  town  to  make  an  appropriation  for  that  imrpose,  for,  aa 
thrv  i-onnidfre*!,  such  an  ollicer  was  indis|)(Misal)le  'Mo  the  highest  welfare  of 
our  hcIiooIb." 

Thf  town  acted  upon  this  >.nL;L:i-ii..ii.  and  al  ils  animal  meeting,  March  19, 
l^"*;'!,  made  the  necessary  appropriation.  In  May  following  a  superintendent 
iiitHUUied  the  «lutie.H  of  this  olllce. 

It  having  come  to  the  ears  of  the  present  (IM^T)  imiinihent,  Mr.  Maxsou, 
that  it  had  Injen  a  nnitter  of  conjectme  and  connm'nt  among  some  people 
what  could  engage  a  supcrintfndi'nt's  tinu',  he  in  his  report  foi'  the  year 
eiitling  February  "Jh.  Immi',,,. numerates  in  the  following  words  a  few  of  ihc  items 
that  cngnije  Mich  an  olllcer's  attention  :  "Under  the  free  text-hook  system 
nuieh  lime  in  taki-n  in  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  the  supplies.  He 
niiiHi  buy  everyihin^  nee<h'd  in  the  schools,  from  shoe-pegs  for  the  primary 
to  cbenjicnlii  for  the  high  hcIiooIs,  considering  in  vwvh  c.ise  the  (piestions  of 
p  '  ■      iwid  nuitability.      Ink   nnist   lie  carried   to  this  school,  a  broom 

'•■■  .■>kH  to  another.     <  iood  teachers  to  till  va<'ancies  must  Ite  hunted 

up.  riNiuiniiK  much  time  and  the  writing  of  inniimerable  letters.  Tlie  stliools 
mu*l  »M»  frc<|uelitly  viKite<l,  and  the  work  examined.  Truancv  must  be  inves- 
tigiitrd.  cAK«««  of  diHciplioe  conHidered.  iniMunderstandinirs  between  parents 
nod    te»chori»    renioveil,  HchrKil    Hurroundings    studied,   |iu|iils    elassilied    and 
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promoted  or  degraded,  uniform  examinations  prepared,  teachers  advised  and 
directed,  cliauges  in  the  system  considered,  text-books  examined,  teachers' 
meetings  and  grade  meetings  held,  and  regular  office  hours  observed  at  each 
viUage  two  days  in  the  week.  Having  done  all  these  things,  and  by  personal 
inspection  informed  himself  of  the  wise,  faithful  and  full  execution  of  the 
school  system,  he  must  in  his  spare  moments  acquaint  himself  with  the  school 
system  in  other  towns  and  cities,  and  with  advancement  in  educational  matters 
in  the  world  at  large,  that  he  may  improve  his  own  system."  The  superin- 
tendent further  states  that  in  the  discharge  of  some  of  the  duties  thus  enu- 
merated he  had,  during  a  little  more  than  five  months  prior  to  his  report,  made 
live  hundred  and  sixty-three  calls  at  the  different  schoolrooms  and  ridden  on 
an  average  nine  miles  a  day.  The  question  might  better  be  not  "  What  does 
he  have  to  do?  "  but  "  How  can  he  do  so  much?  " 

In  1884  it  was  voted  to  expend  820,000  on  enlarging  and  repairing  school 
buildings  ;  S27,900  was  the  appropriation  for  the  schools,  82,000  for  incidental 
educational  expenses,  and  8l,.500  for  text-books,  stationery,  etc.,  all  of 
which,  under  the  present  system,  are  supplied  at  public  expense. 

In  188.J  8600  was  appropriated  for  carrying  children  from  outlying  terri- 
tories to  their  various  schools. 

Since  its  first  appropriation  for  the  purpose  in  1872,  the  dog  fund  has  con- 
tinued to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools.  This  is  a  yearly  increasing 
fund  and  in  188<)-87  amounted  to  81,034.67.  In  the  same  3'ear  the  appro- 
priation for  schools  was  830,000;  for  incidental  expenses,  81,500;  for  text- 
books and  supplies.  82,500;  for  the  conveyance  of  scholars,  8600;  for 
repairs,  83,000  — a  total,  including  the  dog  fund,  of  838,634.67.  To  this 
must  be  added  the  money  obtained  from  the  several  school  funds,  to  determine 
the  entire  sum  at  the  disposal  of  the  town  and  of  some  special  portions  of 
it  for  the  public  schools. 

The  records  give  no  clew  to  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  early  schools,  and 
it  is  not  until  a  recent  date,  1850,  that  any  approximation  can  be  formed. 
About  that  time  it  was  stated  that  84,150  had  been  raised  for  schools,  and  the 
cost  per  child  was  84.50.  There  may  probably  have  been  then  some  nine 
hundred  children,  with  an  average  attendance  considerably  less ;  but  no 
positive  figures  can  be  given,  as  the  records  furnish  only  the  two  above.  For 
later  years  more  exact  figures  can  be  given.  In  1880  the  average  member- 
ship was  1,541,  with  a  daily  attendance  of  1,359,  and  the  cost  of  teaching 
per  capita  811.39. 

The  change  fi'om  the  district  to  the  municipal  system  marked  itself  at  once 
as  advantageous,  for  the  first  report  from  the  superintendent  showed  an  increase 
of  pupils  and  presented  many  encoui*aging  features.  A  comparison  of  the  fig- 
ures for  1880,  two  years  preceding  the  change,  and  those  for  1885,  two  years 
succeeding,  show  great  improvement.  In  those  five  years  there  was  an  increase 
in  both  membership  and  attendance  o-f  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent,  and 
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a  de^Tcase  in  the  cost  per  pui.il  of  ihiity-i.ine  cents  on  membership  and  fifty- 
four  cents  on  altendanee.  These  facts  speak  for  themselves  and  need  no 
c.iuuieut.  This  increase  has  been  eontinuons.  The  report  for  the  year 
endinu'  February,  IHhT,  «rives  the  nnnd)er  of  pupils  within  the  required  ages 
ad  -J, Mr.,  with  an  averajre  attendance  of  l.H'Jl.s.  There  are  twenty-four 
»ch«H>l  buildinsih  an<l  sixty  teaciiers,  three  of  wliom  are  males.  The  cost  of 
teaehin-i  has  lariiely  inereased  since  "  ye  olden  time  "  and  during  18«7  was 
$12.'J1»  per  capita,   based  upon   the  average  attendance  of  pupils,  and  over 

one  di»llar  more  per  capita  for  text-1 Us  and  supplies.     These  figures  are  on 

a  J»a-sis  of  tliirty-eight  weeks  as  a  sciiool  year,  tliough  this  varies  in  length 
fn)ni  tliirty-six  to  thirty-eight  weeks  according  to  circumstances. 

A  nuudKT  of  vear.s  ago  drawing  was  introduced  into  the  schools,  and  for 
H«.me  time  a  special  teaciier  was  employed.  Now  text-books  are  used  in  this 
department,  and  tiie  regular  teachers  have  charge  of  this  branch  of  instruc- 
tion. Fornierly  singing  was  almost  entirely  optional  with  teachers,  and  the 
result  was  naturally  irregularity  and  inaccuracy.  The  present  custom  of 
emploving  a  regular  instructor  in  nnisic  proves  highly  beneficial  both  in  a 
practieal»le  and  enjoyable  sense.  Children  are  taught  to  read  music  as  they 
are  taught  to  read  their  primers  and,  as  they  advance  in  this  direction,  to 
aHsuuie  at  will  the  ditTerent  parts  of  songs  or  choruses.  This  knowledge  will 
at  U-ast  give  pleasure  to  themselves  and  others  and  in  many  instances  may 
prove  to  be  of  great  value.  Our  schools  have  already  attained  considerable 
proficiency  in  this  section  of  their  prescribed  courses  of  study,  ami  the  yearly 
re|Mirt  of  the  professor  <»f  nnisic  shows  continual  advancement  and  improve- 
ment. The  training  in  this  department  is  left  largely  to  the  regular  teachers, 
it  iK'iiig  the  w(»rk  t»f  the  s|)ecial  instructors  to  have  the  oversight  and  direction 
and  t4>  instruct  a.s  to  the  l)est  methods  of  accomplishing  the  desired  results. 
.V  certain  amount  «jf  physical  exercise  is  demanded  in  all  the  grades. 
Twice  n  day  the  pupils  have  a  *'  nuirching  or  (  alistlienic  exercise,"  and  in 
mmw  «»r  the  higher  grades  there  is  a  regular  drill  in  light  gymnastics.  In 
iimiiy  of  thew  exercises  the  light  dumb  bells  used  add  gri'atly  to  the  etTect, 
mid  the  '••Irilln"  are  made  more  elal»orate  by  nnisical  accompaniment.  This 
eiihnnccM  the  enjoyuu-nt  of  tin*  pupil,  rendering  the  exercise  desirable  from 
that  |H»int  of  view  and  helping  to  make  it  perhaps  among  the  most  .service- 
nbh'  in  the  school  life.  In  buihlings  where  lire  escapes  are  necessarv  the 
chiltlren  are  taught  to  uhc  them,  going  through  the  routine  frequently.  This 
kuowletlxe  hms  not  fortunately  thus  far  lieen  piil  to  a  practical  test  in  our 
tf/wn.  though  it  Iuih  in  nonie  of  <iur  l.-irge  cities  and  has  proved  of  the  irreat- 
tHit  uiM>.      From  conntant  priicli<'e  «hildren  havi-  been   through  tluir  ilrill  with 

inp<'bani('iil  pri*«"i«»ion  at  the  tca<hcr'H  ( nand.  wliil.    tire  was  ragiuLr  near 

llM'in,  ''  '      '         ■'.  which   they  nn»veil  preventing  a  p:inic  and  enabling 

nil  to  .  .'   many  liveH.      Much   more  attention   is  paid  to  the 

health  of  children  in  th,-  hcIiooIm  tlian   fornuMly.      It   has  been   i.roveil    that 
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well  warmed,  equally  well  ventilated,  and  comfortably  furnished  rooms,  l)y 
ensuring  better  physical  conditions,  ensure  consequently  a  higher  standard  of 
excellence  in  intellectual  progress  and  development. 

The  North  High  School  has  had  four  principals  ;  namely,  Burrill  Porter,  Jr., 
from  May,  1867,  to  July,  1879;  Henry  M.  Maxson  from  September,  1879, 
to  October  1,  188.5;  F.  S.  Hotaling  from  October  1,  1885,  to  April,  1886; 
George  \V.  Lyman  from  April,  1886,  to  the  present  time  (1887).  This 
school  has  had  seven  assistants:  Lucy  L.  Holden,  Mrs.  Sarah  Austin,  Mary 
I.  Hinckley  (now  Mrs.  E.  A.  Hall),  Elizabeth  K.  Goss  (now  Mrs.  Albert 
Dodge,  of  Minneapolis.  Minn.),  Agues  Pierce  (now  Mrs.  John  D.  Long), 
Bertha  Pierce,  and  Mary  W.  Pierce.  The  average  membership  has  lieen 
about  fifty,  and  the  graduates  number  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

The  East  High  School  has  had  six  principals  :  Calvin  G.  Hill,  William 
Wilkins,  A.  F.  Wood,  Jr..  J.  Osmond  Tiffany  (who  served  thirteen  j'^ears, 
from  1872  till  May,  188o.  when  he  resigned),  J.  H.  Lord  from  May,  188.5, 
till  December,  1885,  and  W.  C.  Hobbs,  who  took  the  position  in  January, 
1886,  and  still  continues.  The  assistants  have  been  seven  in  number  ;  namely, 
Mrs.  C.  G.  Hill,  Emma  Tonks  (now  wife  of  Rev.  John  Baxter,  of  England, 
and  for  a  tiiae  a  missionarv  in  East  Africa),  Miss  Kelton,  M.  C.  Shertield,' 
Miss  Hawes,  Annie  Rice,  Helen  W.  Metcalf,  and  Emma  C.  Lord.  Miss 
Metcalf  is  now  serving  the  second  time,  and  Mary  W.  Pierce,  of  North 
Attleborough,  teaches  here  for  a  stated  number  of  hours  as  well  as  in  that 
village.  The  average  membership  of  this  school  has  been  about  forty-five, 
and  there  have  been  probably  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  graduates. 

The  town  has  had  three  superintendents  of  schools  :  Francis  E.  Burnette, 
Andrew  W.  Edson,  and  Henry  M.  Maxson,  who  was  elected  October  1,  1885, 
and  continued  to  serve  until  after  the  division.  The  instructors  in  music  are 
J.  H.  Whittemore  and  his  daughter,  Mary  E.  Whittemore,  who  have  held  the 
position  for  several  3'ears.  The  school  committee  for  1887  were  George  E. 
Osgood,  J.  O.  Tiffany,  Byron  R.  Hill,  Henry  S.  Kilby,  George  Raudall, 
Harvey  Clap,  Marj'  A.  Mathias,  Lidora  E.  Briggs,  Leda  J.  Thompson. 
These  officers  are  elected  for  periods  of  two  and  three  years,  so  a  portion  only 
of  the  terms  expire  annually.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  1886  Mrs.  John 
Wood  and  Miss  Briggs  were  elected  to  a  position  on  the  school  board, 
the  first  women  in  town  to  hold  that  position,  and  the  latter  received  a 
reelection. 

There  are  three  school  funds  in  the  town,  the  largest  of  which  is  derived 
from  a  legacy  of  Abiathar  Augustus  Richardson,  who  died  in  1843.  The 
portion  of  his  will  relating  to  this  legacy  is  herewith  quoted.  After  ordering 
his  executors  to  pay  his  debts  and  two  bequests  of  household  furniture  and 
clothing,  he  devises  as  follows  :  — 


'Wife  of  G.  E.  Brightmau,  now  (1893)  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


•;.j,S  .1    SKKTi-H   OF    THE 

Itoin  -The  r,-i.Juf  an.l  n'li.ain.U-r  of  my  .-tal.'.  both  real  and  personal  1  .lispose  of  as 
follows-  I  Ur»t  .llnx-t  that  tli.-  Minir  shall  W  .•ouvertt-d  into  .ash  or  its  e-iiiivnlent,  as  soon  as 
„r.v  IK<  .-..nvonient  affr  n.v  -l.-easo.  which  shall  foivver  constitute  a  school  fund  to  be  used 
•mi  the  nro.i«ods  ai.propriaJ.tl  as  herein  expressed;  the  principal  (no  part  of  which  is  ever  to 
IwrXiHMide,!)  shall  be  loaned  out  at  lawful  interest,  with  jro..d  se.urity  on  real  estate,  and  the 
Inten-st  then-of  onlv  shall  In-  annuallv  taken  and  aiM'ropriate.l  to  the  use.  support  or  n.amte- 
numt-  of  the  eonnnon  free  selumls  in  the  Secon.l  I'n.cinct  ..r  Parish  in  Attlei.orou-h.  ui  which  I 
live  for  the  UncHt  of  all  th.-  scho.ds  in  said  Parish,  which  fund  sliall  be  n.ana-ed  by  twelve 
p,.r.ons  l>.don>;in)i  to  said  Farish  as  a  board  of  tru-<tees.  who  are  to  l>e  chosen  once  in  three 
year-.  -  aiul  any  vacancies  which  may  occur,  whenever  said  parish  shall  deem  i)roper.  may  be 

flileil  bv  s.,id  parish. 

Ustlv  I  do  nominate  ;.nd  appoint  .lolm  Dair-ett.  Es.p.irc.  of  said  Attl.horoii-li.  to  be  the 
ex.v«tor  of  this  my  last  will  and  icsi:,mcnl.  who  is  hereby  directed  to  sell  and  .leliver  over  the 
uro«-«-«'.|s  as  aforesaid. 

NVi,n,.s..s.  Dated  .Inly  9.  1S4-2. 

.lohn  l»«L';:ctt.  ^\\:.nGi\ 

Harvev  Clatlin.  Abiathar  A.  Kicliardson. 

l-hineas  Savery.  •'•  ^-  <":M>ion.  Clerk. 

<-o«llcll.  dalcl.lan.  :n.  1H43. 

I  hereby  order  and  .lired  that  the  imome  of  the  school  lund  mentioned  iu  said  will,  shall  be 
distribiiti-d  to  the  s.liools.  ineaniu},'  the  school  districts,  whose  school-houses  are  located  within 
the  pre<M'nt  territorial  limits  of  the  secoiul  parish  mentioned  in  my  said  will  in  manner  follow- 
inK.  to  wii:  une-lialf  of  said  income,  shall  be  distributed  equally  to  each  and  every  of  said 
S-hool  l>i«trii-t.s.  and  tin-  other  half  shall  be  distributed  to  them  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
•M-holar>«  in  eiieh  ilistrict.  and  if  ever  in  the  course  of  time,  the  said  Tarish  should  lie  dissolved, 
attolishcd  or  dis<-on!inned.  or  shouM  fail  to  elect  a  Hoard  of  Trustees,  as  provided  in  said  will, 
..rthe  said  Trustees  should  by  any  means  be  incapable  in  law  of  lioldin--'  said  fund,  in  that  case 
I  dlre«-l  that  xuch  fund  •«•  inaniH;e(l  by  trustees  chosen  by  one  from  each  School  District  lej^ally 
choMMi :  anil  if  ever  the  present  School  District  System  should  be  abolished  or  discontinued,  in 
that  ••*»<•  I  dire<-t  that  said  im-ome  shall  be  ajipropriated  to  the  support  of  such  free  school  or 
M-hooN  a."  the  trustees  for  the  time  beini;  shall  establish  in  said  lindls. 

My  will  U  that  the  Hoard  of  Trustees  iiientione<l  in  my  said  will  may  be  selected  by  said 
pnrWh  fnini  any  of  the  inhabitants  within  the  territorial  limits  of  said  Parish,  and  in  any  case 
of  any  fallureof  a  Board  of  Trustees  to  hold  said  fund.  I  direct  that  said  fund  shall  be  manat^ed 
by  Tniittcci*  ap|K>inted  lu  the  Supreme  Court  shall  prcserilx'. 

.Iniiiiury  *-'.*»,  1m4<'i,  .lolin  l):i<;;Zi'tt,  cxectitfir,  iiDlilird  the  stMiidino;  comiiiittee 
of  the  Second  I':iri?sli  of  Ids  liciii-^  rcudy  t<i  piiy  into  the  liiiiids  of  the  trustees, 
wlieii  choHen.  tlie  fund  accruing;  from  this  estate,  it  heiiio;  tiieii  in  his  hiuids. 
Marcli  2H,  it  w»h  vot«'d  l»y  the  pari-sh  to  ciinosc  tlic  following  persons  to  act 
ii-H  IriiHlfeHof  thin  finnl  :  .Sanuiel  Carpenter,  .lt»hn  l)ao;oi'tt,  eoiniiiittee  at  lartie, 
LiifUH  Dnyjielt,  Wiilard  lUjK'kintoii,  Srh;i  Carpenter,  Klias  Fidler.  Daniel 
('ar|xMit<T,  Klkanah  HriL'^^s,  Noah  lllandino;,  Korrint  Korstor,  Draper  Piir- 
iiieiit«T.  iind  liiirdiier  Dunliuiii.  On  .May  .t,  Im.'»(»,  these  twelve  trustees  were 
ineoriMinit<'«l  by  Act  of  lA'^i»latine,  under  the  title  of  Trustees  of  thi'  Kichard- 
«a»n  S<-h«H»l  Kniid  ill  AltleiM)ronuh.  'I'hey  Wi-re  vested  with  full  power  and 
authority  to  (111  vocniieieH  in  their  hoaid,  make  all  necessary  regidations  and 
by>lair8  for  Uiclr  govcrninciit  and  the  Heciirity  and  management  of  the  fund, 
I  wiili  |Mtwcr  to  liold  lioth  real  entate  and  personal  propcrlv.  'IMiey  had 
■  I  to  receive,  invc«<l,  and  nnimige  the  esl.-ite  of  the  fund,  and  to  take 
chnrgc  of  the  ii)e<»nM',  paying  it  over  to  the  schools,  as  din  iicd  hy  tlic  will. 
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The  corporation  was  empowered  to  appoint  officers  according  to  ijs  by-laws, 
and  to  establisli  rules  and  regulations  for  the  distribution  of  the  income  of  the 
fund,  "provided,  the  said  rules,  regulations  and  by-laws  do  not  conflict  with 
the  purposes  of  said  will  or  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth." 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Richardson's  death,  or  when  paid  over  to  the  trustees, 
this  gift  amounted  to  Si  1,000.  Since  that  time  it  has  nearly  doubled  in 
value.  In  1887  its  value  was  given  as  $20,250.58.  It  is  invested,  according 
to  the  tenets  of  the  will,  in  real  estate  loans  and  chiefly  in  this  town.  Up  to 
this  time  there  has  been  a  six  per  cent,  interest  obtained.  In  the  more  than 
forty  years  since  the  legacy  was  given  there  have  been  but  two  presidents  of 
the  board  of  trustees.  John  Daggett,  the  first  appointed,  held  the  office  from 
1846  till  his  death  in  1885.  The  present  trustees  are  Everett  S.  Horton, 
president ;  Frank  I.  Babcock,  secretary  ;  Charles  E.  Bliss,  treasurer  ;  Shep- 
hai-d  W.  Carpenter,  James  H.  Sturdy,  Johu  Thacher,  Everett  S.  Capron, 
Hartford  S.  BaDcock,  George  F.  Bicknell,  Joseph  M.  Bates,  William  H. 
Smith,  J.  Lymau  Sweet. 

South  Attleborough,  or  what  was  formerly  District  No.  8,  has  the  benefit 
of  a  bequest  made  to  it  by  ''  the  Frenchman,"  Joseph  A.  Richaud,  so  long  a 
resident  there.  He  kept  a  store,  made  some  money,  and  as  he  never  married 
he  made  this  district  the  heir  to  his  entire  little  property,  provided  it  should 
not  be  called  for  within  six  years  after  his  death,  by  a  nephew  who  was 
supposed  to  be  living  in  France.  Kichaud  was  a  deist  and  his  will,  which  he 
himself  dictated,  "  disavows  a  belief  in  the  divinity  of  Christ,  and  the  Chris- 
tian religion."  In  this  same  document  he  declared  his  disl)elief  in  Mahomet, 
and  asserted  that  he  had  a  reliance  on  the  "  only  living  and  true  God,"  and 
to  him  he  commended  his  spirit.  This  property  amounted  originally  to  about 
$700.  It  has  probably  increased,  but  we  have  not  been  alile  to  ascertain 
exactly  its  present  value,  how  it  is  invested,  or  the  amount  of  income  it 
yields  annually. 

The  third  fund  is  that  of  the  Holmes  neighborhood.  This  is  from  a  legacy 
of  Milton  Holmes,  which  consisted  of  a  dwelling-house,  some  woodland,  and 
some  money,  and  the  fund  was  established  in  I860.  The  income  was  used 
up  to  1878.  About  that  time  the  institutions  where  the  money  was  invested 
ceased  to  pay  interest,  and  for  some  time  there  was  danger  that  the  principal 
would  be  lost.  Happily  this  misfortune  was  averted,  and  the  money  has  been 
restored.  This  fund  is  managed  by  trustees.  H.  K.  W.  Allen  and  Joseph 
L.  Holmes  were  the  first  appointed..  The  latter  resigned  in  1878,  and  A.  F. 
Underwood  was  chosen  to  take  his  place.  He  and  Mr.  Allen  are  still  in 
charge.     The  fund  now  (1889)  amounts  to  about  $2,100. 

FRANKLIN    SCHOOL. 

This  appears  to  have  been  the  first  private  school  in  town.  On  February 
5,    1800,    Peter   Thacher,    Abiathar   Richardson,   Gideon    Sweet,   Nathaniel 


33(1  -t  s/c/rn  If  or  rut: 

Uol)in8on.  KheneziT  Tvler,  secomU  Daniel  Carpenter,  Jr.,  Eliphalet  AVilinarth. 
Daniel  ('ai|u-nter.  CaleJ)  Kiclianlson.  Jr..  Henjaniiu  Bolkcom,  IIlmhv  .Sweet, 
.Ir.,  Kiijah  lns:raliain,  Di-xtt-r  Swoet,  (;itUM>n  Sweet,  .Ir..  .lohii  Wihnarth, 
Noah  HIancUn,  Noah  TifTan.v.  .Jonathan  Kuhinsoii.  .loshua  Bas.sett,  Otis 
("apron.  Klijali  ("apron,  Ahiathar  Kic-hanlson,  Jr.,  Neiieniiaii  Bouru,  Joua- 
tlian  I'eek,  and  Al>ijali  Kverett,  met  at  tiie  iiouse  of  Benjamin  Bolkcom  and 
agreeil  to  bniUl  a  .schooliioiisf  ••  iiiirh  tiie  meetin.tjhouse."  It  was  also  agreed 
that  Jonathan  IVek  shonid  Imild  the  liouse  for  8;^2.s,  and  he  was  to  complete 
it  bv  SepteujlHT  of  tlie  same  year.  '' Then  agreed  that  Kaoh  Proprietor  that 
doth  not  improve  th<'  House  may  re<-eive  annually  in  Money  his  proportion 
(»f  tlie  rent.  " 

Commonweiiltli  of  M:i-».  .\.1>.  I^OJ. 

An  Ai-l  to  K!«lullll^ll  A  Sclionl  in  the  S.  I'iiri^li  in  t'le  town  of  Attleboro*:  by  the  Niiiue  of 
Krniiklin  Sihmil  iin<l  for  Incurporiiliii;;  the  '^I•|lstee^  of  .".aid  School  into  a  body  politic. 

WlnTi-ji>  the  Kdiieution  of  Youth  hii>  ever  been  eonsidercd  by  the  wise  and  ijood  as  an  ol'jeet 
of  the  hi^fheot  enuw«|ueiue  to  the  Safety  and  happiness  of  a  free  people.  And  Whereas  Abijah 
E\en.'tl  of  Attleboro':  in  the  Couifty  of  Hristol  physician  and  Abij,^iil  his  wife  by  their  Deed 
iiiikIi- and  ••xeeute<l  oil  tlie  tenth  Day  of  April  A.  I>.  ISOO  gave  granted  and  conveyed  iinto 
ret«T  ThtulMT  and  those  iierein  Named  and  to  their  heirs  forever  a  certain  piece  of  land  Situ- 
•If  in  the  iA  IVeeJnei  or  I'arisli  in  said  .Vttieltoro' :  to  be  holden  in  P^ifty  four  rights  or  shares  to 
(he  uw  and  upon  tlie  trust  that  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  be  forever  appropriated  to  the 
>»iii.i">rt  of  :i  Sehool  in  the  said  i\\  precinct  forever  for  the  Instruction  of  Youth  in  Such 
:<••  and  in  Such  branrhrs  of  Science  as  are  usually  taught  in  Schools.  And  Whereas 
I  vitMitlon  of  the  <tencrous  intentions  of  the  l>onor'>  towards  the  said  institution  may  be 
nllendeil  with  inibarrisMmenIs  unless  by  an  Act  <if  Incorporation  the  Trustees  anil  thcii'  Sueces- 
Mjpt  •Imll  In-  Authorized  to  ('omniencc  and  prosecute  actions  at  law  and  to  transact  such  other 
uiatter-  in  their  Corponite  capacity  a>.  the  intcrc-l  of  the  said  school  may  require. 

It  wah  fiirlla-r  enacted  that  the  school  slioiild  lie  estaiilisjunl  '•  for  the  pio- 
niotion  «if  virtue  and  tiie  instruction  of  Youth  of  Kach  sex  in  such  lanoiiages 
nn«l  ^uch  HranchcH  of  the  .Vrls  and  Scicnci's  as  the  said  Tiiistees  may  from 
tiliH"  to  time  think  KxpidienI  and  wilhm  the  Incniue  and  I'liiids  of  said  School 
to  Hlip|K»rt."  Thes*-  trustees  eoidd  ''sue  and  In-  sued.  "  and  they  and  their 
.,ii<-«-..H(,orH  liccauie  perpetual  supervisors  and  'Mine  and  Sole  Nisttors,  Trns- 
ml  (iovcriior»."    Tliey  were  to  appoint  a  president,  seciidarv,  treasurer, 

I ptor.  and  mich  otiier  ollicers  :is  they  deemed   necessary:   were  lo   make 

riiU-H  witli  ndequate  pi-nulties  for  the  hreakaoe  thereof,  provided  tiie  iides, 
rlc.  '•  he  in  no  wihe  repii<jnaiil  to  the  laws  of  the  Coninionweallh.""  Thev 
were  einptiwered  lo  hold  real  estate,  —  land,  tenements,  etc..  —  provided  that 
the  anniinl  incomu  did  not  exceed  the  Hiim  of  8.')(t().  and  personal  propertv  to 
•'  'inoimt.     Thev  were  not   to  let-eive  anythino  whicli  should   < ompel 

"  ''   ••«  an.V  way  contrary  to  the  desiirns  of  the  donors  of  tli.'   land. 

Tliii.  art  wim  approved  by  the  governor  June  2.'{,  IH0_>, 

The  llr-'  '      '  in  the   new  Hch«>ollionse  was  held  Octolter   1,  |.S(»J,  wheu 

IVler  Th:.  ^  elected   president,  Joshua    Bassett   secretary,   :ind    Noah 

Ulnitdin  tn-imurer.     Klijnh   Ingraham.   Kl.ene/.er  Tyler,  J.l,   lVt»r  Thacher, 
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Caleb  Riehardsou,  Jr.,  and  Henr}-  Sweet  were  the  committee  chosen  to  draft 
by-laws,  and  these  were  accepted  at  an  adjourned  meeting  held  the  '•  8"'  of 
November  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon."  At  this  same  time  it  was  "  voted 
that  the  rent  of  the  School  House  be  at  the  rate  of  24  Dollars  per  year." 
The  officers  were  to  rent  under  direction  of  the  trustees,  were  to  have  the 
management  of  the  house,  keep  the  keys,  but  use  their  own  discretion  as 
to  the  length  of  rental;  and  the  secretary  was  directed  to  '"  make  a  fair  and 
impartial  record  of  all  the  several  meetings,"  etc.  December  13,  1802,  the 
first  preceptor,  Mr.  Israel  Day,  Jr.,  was  chosen,  and  it  was  voted  to  let  the 
house  for  the  purpose  of  singing.  Mr.  Day  appears  to  be  the  only  preceptor 
chosen  by  the  trustees,  but  it  is  known  that  Rev.  Nathan  Holman  had  a 
school  in  this  building,  and  Moses  Thacher  and  Preston  Cummings  also 
taught  here.  They  proliably  rented  the  house  and  obtained  scholars  by 
their  own  efforts.  In  the  summer  of  1803  there  seems  to  have  been  a 
•■'  \Yoman's  School,"  and  among  the  records  for  that  year  was  a  vote  to  pay 
the  secretary  twelve  and  a  half  cents  a  page  for  recording  ti-ansfers  of 
shares  and  certifying  the  same. 

February  10,  1804,  by  act  of  Legislature  the  word  "South"  in  the  act 
of  incorporation  was  changed  to  "-East,"  because  that  part  of  the  town  was 
universally  known  as  the  "'East  Precinct."  No  other  record  has  been 
noticed  where  the  word  south  is  used.  October  14,  1805,  '•'•  Voted  that  a 
singing  school  may  be  kept  in  said  house  provided  that  it  does  not  Interfere 
with  the  school  usually  kept."  The  following  year  it  was  mentioned  that 
the  rent  was  relinquished  to  whoever  had  had  the  building,  the  "Arts  and 
Sciences"  apparently  not  flourishing  at  tliat  time.  In  1815  it  was  voted  to 
use  the  schoolhouse  for  conferences,  if  it  was  wanted,  at  one  shilling  a 
meeting,  and  the  rent  in  summer  seems  to  have  been  then  one  dollar  a 
month.  Peter  Thacher  was  president  of  the  organization  from  the  com- 
mencement until  1815,  when  Jonathan  Peck  was  chosen  to  the  office,  and 
he  retained  it  as  long  as  the  organization  had  an  active  existence. 

May  26,  1824,  it  was  "  voted  that  the  President  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
of  Franklin  School  be  impovvered  to  leace  their  School  house  lot  to  the 
Incorporated  Congregational  Society  in  the  Second  Precinct  in  Attleboro 
for  the  term  of  Nine  hundred  and  ninety  nine  Years  for  a  meeting  house  lot 
the  rent  to  be  paid  annually.  Voted  that  if  the  aforesaid  Officers  do  leace 
their  lot  as  aforesaid  they  are  then  impowered  and  requested  to  sell  their 
school  house  at  Publick  auction.  Voted  to  adjourn  to  June  IS""."  The  last 
record  in  the  trustees'  book  reads  as  follows  :  "  June  13""  Know  meeting." 

This  auction  no  doubt  took  place,  for  the  building  became  the  property  of 
District  No.  18.  It  was  removed  to  South  Main  Street,  to  a  spot  on  the 
west  side  of  the  road  just  below  where  the  railroad  now  crosses  it,  and 
stood  about  where  the  small  house  north  of  the  residence  of  Mrs.  L.  B. 
Sweet  now  stands.     It  is  spoken  of  as  a  "little  building,  painted  yellow." 
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It  was  a  >(|iian'  hip-rcK)f od  structure,  priniitivi-  iu  style  ami  finish,  and  several 
|.tM)|»lf  i:in  ri'i-all  its  appoarance  after  it  lieeainc  a  district  schoolhouse.  The 
ttaelier's  desk  was  opposite  the  entrance  door  and  was  raised  two  or  three 
feet  above  the  tloor,  wliile  the  scholars'  seats  were  "  in  four  tiers,  each  one 
higher  tlian  the  other ;  the  hoys'  on  one  side,  and  the  girls'  on  the  other." 
These  seats  were  no  doul>t  long  wooden  benches  like  those  of  other  school- 
luMises  iu  early  days,  and  the  room  was  heated  by  ''  the  oldfashioned  box 
stove."  There  was  great  excitement,  it  is  said,  among  the  children  gathered 
here  when  they  saw  the  first  railroad  train  pass  through  the  town,  and  the 
teacher  warned  them  to  keep  their  lieads  inside  the  building  lest  otlierwise 
thfv  miglit  lie  "  taken  otT  liy  the  cars." 

Among  the  district  teachers  here  were  the  Misses  Susan  and  Polly  Mes- 
seiigfr.  Miss  Harrington,  Miss  Lydia  Mann  (sister  of  Horace  Mann),  Miss 
Carolina  Porter  (now  Mrs.  Harlow  and  living  iu  Brooklyn.  L.  1.),  and  i\Ir. 
Lyman  W.  Dean.  Strict  attention  was  paid  to  the  manners  of  the  scholars 
in  those  early  days,  no  girl  being  allowed  to  leave  the  room  without  making 
a  courtesy  and  no  boy  witiiout  making  a  1)0W.  Strict  attention  seems  also 
t*»  have  been  paid  to  discipline,  especially  to  punishments,  and  our  present 
deputy  slieriff  will  pirhaps  recall  an  agonizing  day  there  when  one  of  the 
ulM.ve-mentioned  teachers  sat  by  his  side  during  the  longest,  soberest  hour 
of  his  then  short  life.  Holding  up  before  him  her  sharp-looking  penknife, 
whicli  lu'  moraently  expected  to  be  put  to  its  threatened  use  of  cutting  off 
his  ear.  It  meant  sometiiing  to  be  caught  in  mischief  when  our  elders  were 
Ik^vs;   perhaps  tliat  is  tlie  reason  why  there  was  so  much  ''  fun  "  in  it. 

About  IW.'fM,  when  the  Sweet  house  was  built,  this  schoolhouse  was 
removed  to  a  site  farther  down  the  street,  on  the  same  side.  It  was  pur- 
<-ha.Hed  by  a  Mr.  Holman  Fuller  and  converted  into  a  dwelling-house,  and  it 
Htiil  remains  on  tiial  site.  Tlie  luxly  of  the  present  house  is  the  original 
Htructure.  but  its  riMif  is  no  longer  hipped  ;  it  has  a  wing,  long,  low  windows, 
pi.i/./.as.  and  ornamentation  enough  to  shock  the  plain,  homely  taste  of  the 
fat h. IN  who  built  it.  In  1HI2  the  house  was  l)ouglit  by  Mr.  Nathan  C. 
Luther,  who  (x-cupied  it  for  some  time.  Later  it  was  owned  and  occupied 
by  .Mr.  .Lk-I  .M«H.re.  and  later  still  by  Mr.  William  Thompson,  who  made 
extensive  alterations  and  improvements.  It  is  now  owned  and  occupied  bv 
Cnptain  William  II.  (lolT.  Huilt  for  the  purpose  of  tr.iiniiii:  vontlis  in  the 
**  artM  and  iM-ience^"  of  intellectual  knowledge,  it  does  not  \osv  its  ancient 
prrHti({e  by  lM»<'ominu'  the  home  of  an  excelh-ut  trainer  of  men  in  those  '•  arts 
nml  HcipneeH  "  which  pertiiin  to  gocnl  soldii-rship. 

Karly  iu  thin  ei-ntury  there  seeniH  to  liave   been    a    private  school   in   South 

Attli>lM)rotiftli.   calU'il    n    "("lasHieal    Scl 1,"    kept    .it    one    time    bv    a    Mr. 

Wh.-ntou.  n  nrn«luat«'  of  Ilrown  Iniversity,  the  otily  fact  found  regarding 
hiiii.  The  only  fact  kiif)wii  of  the  school  is  of  its  existence  previous  to 
iHiO,  nil  ihe  nulhor  inenlifMis  his  personal  attendance  at  such  a  school  and 
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one  of  his  mates  in  it.  It  probably  opened  later  than  1805,  because  pre- 
vious to  that  time  Rev.  Jacob  Ide  came  to  the  east  village  to  Mr.  Holraan 
for  instruction  in  the  classics,  a  journey  he  would  naturally  have  avoided  liad 
the  necessary  facilities  offered  themselves  nearer  his  home.  Tiiis  "Classical 
School "  probably  had  only  a  short  existence. 

Between  1832  and  1836  a  private  school  was  kept  in  North  Attleborough 
by  .Miss  Lurinda  Forbush,  daughter  of  the  then  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church. 
She  was  for  some  time  previous  to  her  death,  which  occurred  a  few  years 
since,  well  known  both  throughout  this  State  and  the  country  as  Mrs. 
Barrett,  the  faithful,  devoted  laborer  in  the  temperance  cause. 

NORTH  attlebokou(;h  academy. 

In  1833  an  association  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  founding  an  academy 
in  the  north  part  of  the  town.  In  that  j^ear  Josiah  Draper,  Ira  Richards, 
B.  I.  and  H.  N.  Draper,  Richard  Robinson,  and  their  associates  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  of  Samuel  Guild  on  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Washington 
and  Orne  Streets,  and  here  a  building  was  soon  erected.  The  contractor 
for  the  mason  work  was  .John  Hamilton,  and  for  the  carpenter  work  Samuel 
Guild.  The  building  was  two  stories  high.  The  entire  first  floor  and  one 
half  of  the  second  were  used  for  school  purposes,  and  the  remaining  part  of 
the  upper  story  was  occupied  by  Bristol  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 
Tlie  lodge,  as  may  be  seen  from  its  early  records,  purchased  some  shares  in 
this  academy  association  and  were  therefore  to  have  the  use  of  a  certain 
portion  of  its  building. 

The  first  principal  of  the  school  was  Isaac  Perkins,  who  had  previously' 
held  the  same  position  over  the  once  famous  "Day's  Academy  "  in  Wren- 
tham.  His  house  stood  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  Codding's  Block. 
While  he  taught  here  he  took  pupils  to  board,  and  the  house  was  known  as 
the  "  school  boarding  house."  He  remained  from  the  time  the  school  opened 
until  1844.  when  he  removed  to  Easton  to  take  charge  of  a  high  school  there. 
Under  his  administration  the  scliool  here  must  have  been  in  a  very  flourishing 
condition,  as  he  sometimes  had  more  than  one  assistant. 

The  next  principal  was  .John  C.  Boram.  who  came  to  the  school  from  the 
Hast  Attleborough  Academy  in  February,  1845.  His  assistant  was  Henry  F. 
Lane,  who  became  the  third  principal  in  1846  and  remained  some  two  or 
three  years.  In  1848  or  1849  Rev.  J.  D.  Pierce  succeeded  him.  In  1850 
Mr.  Pierce  resigned  the  position  and  left  town,  having  decided  to  resume 
his  pastoral  work,  which  had  been  laid  aside  for  a  time.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Henry  Rice,  who  taught  two  years,  and  this  ended  the  existence  of  the 
academy  as  an  educational  institution.  The  building  remained  unoccupied 
for  several  years,  but  not  far  from  1855  it  was  purchased  by  H.  M.  Richards, 
and  he  moved  it  to  its  present  site,  which  is  south  of  the  former  one  and 
adjoining    the   Masonic   Building.     Mr.   Henry   L.    Leach   and  others    have 
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siiK-e  occupii'd  it  :is  a  lianlwaro  slon-  aii<l  IIoliiios  ct  C'lieever  as  a  grocery 
store,  ami  it  lias  alsi)  l.etMi  occupied  l»y  other  parties.  Tliougli  it  was  used 
for  it.s  ori«»inaI  purpose  only  a  few  years,  numhers  doubtless  of  the  elders  of 
tlic  present  ueneratiou  in  its  vicinity  can  look  back  to  pleasant  schooldays 
passed  within  its  walls,  and  among  the  recollections  will  come  some  perhaps 
not  wholly  cf)nnne«l  to  the  cultivation  of  the  mental  and  moral  faculties. 
There  was  a  g«MHl  deal  of  a  certain  kind  <»f  physical  education  in  the  schools 
of  the  »)lden  time,  though  its  pursuit  was  not  mentioned  in  the  catalogues  of 
studies;  it,  however,  inured  boys  to  some  degree  of  a  Spartan-like  (irmness 
in  l>enring  pain  and  was  not  perhaps  altogether  useless  in  its  results;  and 
around  everv  institution  of  learning  there  cluster  memories  of  "fun  and 
frolic"  and  of  bov  and  girl  good  times  the  like  of  which  never  come  to  any 
one  again,  nienmries  often  cherished  as  the  dearest  which  can  be  recalled  in 
after  life. 

KAST    ,\TTI.Kl;oI{OL<;ll    ACADKMV. 

More  than  fifty  years  ago  ^Ir.  Nathaniel  AV.  Sauford,  of  New  York  State, 
lM»ught  a  large  amount  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  North  Main  Street,  from 
near  where  Dean  Street  is  to  the  centre  of  the  village,  or  about  to  the  site  of 
the  ( >p«'ra  House.  Not  far  from  1810  it  would  seem  he  must  have  made  an 
offer  of  a  gift  or  transfer  of  land  under  conditions  to  bo  used  as  the  site  of  a 
building  for  higher  educational  purposes  than  the  town  schools  then  afforded. 
Tlii?*  was  the  hin<l  still  known  as  the  academy  lot.  In  conse(iuence  of  this 
offer  an  association  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  suita1>le  build- 
ing. The  ({iieHtion  of  building  in  cinnicctioii  with  tiie  district  arose,  and 
aniont;  thosi-  chielly  interestecl  in  this  matter  Mr.  .bjjni  C.  Dodge  and  Mr. 
.lonathan  Hliss  were  resolutely  opposed  to  such  a  course,  while  on  the  other 
hand  Dr.  Sel)a  Carpenter  and  .Mr.  Amos  Starkey  were  as  dcciilcclly  in  favor 
of  joining  with  the  district.  It  was  linally  decided,  howevei',  not  to  make 
th«'  proposed  union.  Itut  to  erect  a  l>uilding  by  private  sul»scription,  tiie  suli- 
iHof  coiii*He  to  become  stockhohlers  in  the  association.  .Mi-,  .loseph  W. 
I  ..j.i.'U  wnH  eoMrtiderably  interested  in  ol»taining  the  necessary  sultscriptions, 
and  Mr.  .I«»hn  ('.  Dinlge  was  among  tin*  largest  contributors  to  this  laudable 
enliTprisi-.  The  original  nunil»er  of  stockholders  is  not  known,  but  there 
weiv  lUH  or  no  Hluires.  The.se  were  sohl  for  8ri.."»(>  each,  and  the  nionev 
thim  ohtnined  liMJlt  the  academy.  At  u  meeting  held  in  .laiiuarv.  ISIJ.  the 
tnmtri^  repjirli'd  that  )*l .  J. ■».■•..■».'»  had  been  I'Xpended  and  .S1.I17.().'>  sld)- 
•MTll»ed.  U-nvini-  m  .bfi.jt  of  $;;h..'iI(,  They  stated  that  a  furtlier  subscription 
of  I'.'.'iO  MiiH  I,.  for  the  proper  completion  of  the  liiiildinu-.  and   tliis 

1  to  them  by  the  association. 

i«'(|    and    a   school    opened    in    ISli'.      ||    was   :in 

«»ljlong  iiqunrc  ulruclure,  two  stories  high,  v\  iih  a   pia/./.a   in   tiont   supporting 

*  oliiniim,  like  ^n  many  academies   an<l   dwelling-houses  of  its  day, 

lu'd  lw«»  large  hnlls  with  an  entry  to  each.      In   its  palmv  davs  it 
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presented  quite  an  imposing  appearance,  standing  as  it  did  in  a  consi)iciious 
position  in  the  centre  of  ample  grassy  grounds  elevated  considerably  above 
and  some  distance  back  from  the  street  since  named  for  the  then  owner  of 
the  land.  The  academy  had  l)een  finished  and  used  for  its  legitimate  pur- 
pose nearly  a  year  before  a  deed  of  the  land  was  given  to  the  association. 
The  following  extracts  are  from  a  copy  of  the  original  deed  :  "  Know  all 
Men  by  these  Presents,  That  I  Nathaniel  W.  Sanford,  City  of  Brooklyn, 
State  of  New  York,  Merchant,  in  consideration  of  three  hundred  dollars  to 
me  paid  by  Jonathan  Crane,  John  C.  Dodge,  Jonathan  Bliss,  Samuel  Car- 
penter, W.  Blackinton,  P.  Savery,  O.  S.  Balcom,  John  Daggett,  and  J.  W. 
Capron,  Trustees  of  Attleborough  High  School,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do 
hereby  acknowledge,  do  hereby  give,  grant,  sell  and  convey  unto  the  said 
Trustees  of  the  Attleborough  High  School,  or  their  successors  in  said  OfHce, 
to  hold  in  trust  for  the  Proprietors  of  said  High  School  while  they  maintain 
a  building  thereon  for  the  purposes  of  education,'"  a  certain  lot  of  land  con- 
taining 250  rods,  more  or  less,  the  bounds,  etc.,  being  given,  and  the  owner 
repeats  that  the  lot  was  given  to  these  trustees  and  their  successors  "  to  hold 
in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  Proprietors  of  said  High  School,  while  they 
occupy  the  same  for  the  purposes  of  education,  and  no  longer."  The  deed 
also  provided  that  the  proprietors  should  build  and  maintain  all  the  fence 
adjoining  Mr.  Sanford's  land  so  long  as  they  should  occupy  the  same  under 
the  deed,  etc.  This  document  was  dated  May  27,  1843,  and  was  not 
recorded  until  December  23,  1859,  subsequent  to  which  titae  other  deeds 
relating  to  the  lot  were  passed.  The  reason  for  this  manner  and  date  of 
transfer  cannot  now  be  given  nor  would  it  be  necessary  to  go  into  such 
details  here  ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  the  history  of  this  piece  of  land  has  in 
nowise  differed  from  that  of  other  lands  like  it  devoted  for  any  time  or  in 
any  way  to  public  or  semi-public  purposes,  its  "metes  and  bounds"  and 
rights  of  proprietorship  having  given  I'ise  to  no  end  of  discussion  and  con- 
troversy. Such  lands  everywhere,  it  would  seem,  yield  abundant  crops  of 
nothing  but  unanswered  if  not  unanswerable  questions  and  fat  lawyers'  fees. 
Something  near  a  score  of  years  ago  the  Academy  Association  voted  to 
lease  this  property  to  District  No.  18  for  a  term  of  ninety-nine  years,  thus 
giving  authority  to  remove  the  old  building  from  its  position  to  make  room 
for  a  new  and  large  public  schoolhouse  on  that  site.  In  1883,  when  districts 
were  abolished,  the  town  bought  the  new  building  with  other  district  proper- 
ties and  also  the  rights  of  the  association  lease.  [The  academy's  first  move 
was  to  the  west  side  of  the  lot,  and  in  1889  a  second  move  was  made  to  the 
east  side,  where  it  now  stands  (1891).]  For  a  number  of  years  two  of  the 
public  schools  have  held  their  sessions  in  it.  A  straggling  sort  of  existence 
is  about  all  that  is  now  claimed  by  the  association,  which  results  in  the  calling 
of  meetings  at  rare  intervals  for  the  choice  of  officers,  but  little  else  remains 
to  be  done.     The  treasurer,  John  Thacher,  has  in  his  hands  a  fund  of  eight 
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or  nine  hmuhvil  ilollars.  tin-  i-rocii-ds  «.f  the  tniiisftT  of  the  property  to  the 
town,  and  the  fontimianee  of  an  or«;ani/.ati(in  will  be  necessary  until  some 
disposition  is  tinally  made  of  this  .sum. 

The  lirut  teacher  in  the  academy  was  Zwinirlius  Grover,  and  following  him 
within  tlie  space  of  two  and  a  half  years  were  Rev.  William  M.  Thayer, 
IMiilip  C".  Knapp.  and  .lohn  C.  Horam.  the  latter  iioing  to  North  Attle- 
lH»roUi;h.  Leonard  Walker,  of  Seekonk,  had  a  select  school  here  much  later. 
He  came  here  from  Wrentham,  liaving  taught  in  the  academy  there.  The 
teacher  who  remained  the  longest  time,  and  who  was  probal)ly  the  most  suc- 
cessful, was  .lames  M.  Hailey.  Under  hia)  there  was  a  very  tlourishiug 
Bcliool,  wliicii  contimieil  for  a  number  of  years.  lie  was  a  severe  taskmaster. 
hut  he  seemed  to  incite  in  his  pupils  a  desire  for  knowledge  and  to  imbue 
them  with  enthusiasm  in  tiie  pinsuit  of  it;  and  many  no  doubt  in  looking 
back  wdl  atknowlrdgc  that  some  at  least  of  the  success  of  their  after  years 
has  been  tlie  result  of  tlie  hard  mental  woik  he  exacted  of  them.  The 
schfM^l  never  attained  the  same  prestige  under  any  other  instructor,  and  at 
times  n«>  scIjooI  whatever  was  maintained  in  the  l)uilding.  At  one  time  two 
of  the  districts  maintaineil  what  was  called  tlie  rni(jii  Iligli  School  here, 
their  pupils  being  admitted  free  of  charge,  but  those  who  attended  from 
other  portions  of  the  town  were  charged  for  tuition.  Under  this  arrangement 
(ieurge  Allen  ami  a  .Mr.  Thon>p.son  taught,  and  later. I.  O.  Tiffany  and  P^Uiot 
Sanf<iril.  At  another  time  (ieorge  M.  Head  had  a  select  school,  and  a  Mr. 
Rice,  a»Hi8ted  by  one  or  two  sons,  also  :  and  there  were  perhaps  others  before 
the  building  passt-d  wholly  into  the  hands  of  its  district  and  finally  the  town. 

There  have  l»een  other  small  |)rivate  schools  at  various  times  in  town,  but 
these  have  n<»t  lived  long  or  had  marked  success,  the  excellent  condition  of 
the  pulilic  scIkmiIs  having  in  recent  years  done  away  with  the  necessity  for 
privatf  schools  of  an  intermediate  or  even  higher  grade.  Tlii'  onlv  school  of 
this  kind  in  town  at  tin-  prfscnl  tinif  is  the  one  on  South  .Main  Street, 
Attleborough,  which  has  be«'n  kept  then-  for  a  number  of  vears  by  ^liss 
Fj/./.ie  Ulanding.      It  is  chietly  for  (piite  small  childr(M). 

Compared  with  the  schools  of  a  cenliny  a;::o.  tiiose  of  oiii-  dav  are  models,  it 
might  alm<»Ht  be  said,  of  perfection.  It  would  seem  that  the  hiixhest  limit  of 
excellence  in  niany  respects  had  been  nearly  reaclu-d.  Ci-rtainlv  the  superi- 
only  of  the  present  MyHteius  of  instruction,  as  a  whole,  ovi  r  previous  ones 
linn  beiMi  thoroughly  <lemonstlated.  Scarcely  too  nmcii  can  lu'  said  that  is 
favornble  l4)  onr  methods,  and  comparatively  little  that  is  ((iisiMaldi-.  One 
f|nestioM  haw.  however,  recently  arisen,  which  is  being  more  or  less  discussed, 
relnlinn  to  the  amount  and  variety  of  work  attempted  in  the  public  schools. 
There  in  an  upiiii<»n  thai  our  system  as  at  pieseut  developed  hns  in  it  a  too 
derided  fot .  n.-nl.  that  the  variety  an<i  extent  of  tlie  work   recpiired   in 

a  Kiveii  tin.'  uii  a  constant   preHsun-  which,  if  not    <arefully  reiiulated, 

will  prove  lo  lie  inJurioiiH  lo  jrrowing  mimis  and   bodies.     This  (piestion  is 
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applicable  in  some  degree  to  teachers  as  well  as  pupils,  because  the  acquire- 
ments demanded  of  them  are  becoming  more  and  more  extensive  and  com- 
prehensive. If  this  opinion  proves  to  be  well  founded  and  our  common 
school  system  has  any  such  defect  in  its  construction,  the  bad  results  will  of 
course  manifest  themselves  unmistakably,  and  the  appearance  of  real  disease 
will  be  followed  by  the  application  of  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to 
eradicate  it ;  those  in  charge  of  the  education  of  the  masses  will  set  them- 
selves to  search  out  the  cause,  and  effect  the  cure,  and  our  town  will  not  be 
the  last  to  take  such  remedies  as  may  be  prescribed.  With  all  the  ambitious 
strides  forward  in  the  cause  of  free  and  general  education  in  our  common- 
wealth Attleborough  has  kept  pace,  and  she  may  look  back  over  the  work 
accomplished  with  much  satisfaction ;  and  justly  she  may  to-day  feel  proud 
of  her  public  schools,  their  buildings,  their  pupils,  their  teachers. ' 


1  Some  interesting  facts  relating  to  one  of  the  old  church  buildings  and  a  district  schoolhouse  have 
recently  come  to  the  writer's  knowledge.  They  are  given  here  because  they  could  not  be  placed 
where  they  rightfully  belong,  in  the  account  of  the  South  Baptist  Church  in  the  preceding  chapter. 
When  tliat  building  was  taken  down  the  great  solid  oak  timbers  and  beams  were  purchased  by  the 
town  and  reincorporated  into  another  buihiing  which  stood  very  nearly  on  tlie  site  now  occupied  by 
Saint  Stephen's  Church,  which  was  known  as  "the  yellow  schoolhouse."  Subsequently  this  l)uilding 
was  either  torn  down  or  removed  bodily  to  a  site  near  where  the  church  formerly  stoo<l,  and  then  it 
became  "  the  red  schoolhouse."  When  the  districts  were  abolished  and  their  property  sold  this  little 
schoolhouse  was  purchased,  moved  across  the  road,  and  converted  into  a  dwelling-house,  which  it 
still  continues  to  be.  It  is  the  third  house  on  the  right  side  going  from  the  Dodgeville  and  Hebron- 
ville  Road  to  County  Street,  and  passing  by  the  "  old  Tlflfany  place." 
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M  Wl  KACTritKS.  —   rilK    r.l.ooMlKV.  — ConoN    MANrKACTOIJIKS,    ETC. 

VN  inlt'ri'stiii>:  iii.-imit'acluii'  was  fstaljlislii-il  in  this  town  previous  to  the 
Hovi.lutioii.  It  was  c-alli'il  in  tbiwe  days  Blooiuerv,  and  consisted 
of  fjirnares  for  the  manufacture  of  iron.  Similar  manufactories  had  been 
erected  under  tlie  cart- of  the  Leonards,  of  Taunton,  soon  after  the  settlement 
of  the  country.  Iron  ore  was  found  in  the  Old  Colony  in  abundance,  and 
(he  primeval  forest.s  of  the  country  supplied  cheap  and  abundant  fuel  for  the 
use  of  such  ujanufactories.  Furnaces  were  founded  in  launton,  Dighton, 
and  Kayidiam,  and  the  earliest  in  Hraintree.  The  Leonards  were  iron- 
uiongfrs  in  l'ontyp<M)l,  Wales,  before  their  emigration  lo  New  England, <wid 
were  familiar  with  all  the  processes  of  the  manufacture.  In  K)".).")  two  of  the 
name,  Thomas  and  .Lunes,  .Jr.,  sons  of  the  emigrant  -lames,  established  the 
mnnufarture  in  Tainiton  North  Purchase,  in  that  i>art  which  is  now  Norton, 
on  a  stri-nm  called  liy  them  Chartley,  and  the  furnaces  were  known  as  the 
Chartli'V  Iron  Works.  These  furnaces  were  run  for  over  a  hundred  years, 
and  by  father  and  si»n  through  four  generations.  This  establisluuent,  which 
was  near  our  territory,  may  have  turned  attention  to  tliis  town  as  a  suital)le 
place  fjjr  a  similar  estaldisinnent. 

Be  that  as  it  may.  a  manufactory  of  this  kind  was  cstahlislicd  here,  and 
hM'ale«I  in  that  part  of  the  village  of  Kast  .Vttleborough  called  .Mechanicsville, 
now  .Mechanics.  Its  history  seems  to  have  passed  almost  from  the  memory 
of  tlic  neiglilM)rhood.  One  l)uilding,  iiowever,  remained  for  a  long  time  after 
the  dincontinuancc  of  the  works,  ami  is  witliin  the  remembrance  of  a  number 
of  iwrnonH  now  living. 

The  first  pi>rHon  wiio  owm-d  a  forge  on  this  spot,  as  far  as  known,  was 
RoiMTt  .Sanndorson,  a  mcrciiant  of  Boston.  Previous  to  the  existence  of  the 
iron  wiirkn.  a  Haw  an<l  grist  mill  had  lieen  standing  on  the  premises.  These 
worktt  were  «K'ciipied  and  carried  on  at  one  time  l»y  Thomas  Baylies,  proliably 
an  ovi'HMMT  or  HUpcrintcndcnl,  us  there  is  no  evidt-nce  of  ownersiiip  on  his 
part.  In  a  dcc«|  from  .lohii  Sweet  to  Hobcrt  Sannderson  of  a  small  tract  of 
one  find  one-half  aoreM  of  lanci  adjoining  lliese  pn-mises  ami  bearing  d:ite 
Felminry  22.  1712,  "in  the  Hixteenlli  vear  of  the  king's  reign,"  Sauuflerson 
i«  ntllml  ••  KorK«*  .MaMter,"  but  there  is  no  trace  of  the  date  of  his  original 
P'  '   IhcHc  premiMCHand  the  estalilishment  of  the  iron  works. 

.   .  -.on  wan  Mnid  lo  he  an  Knglish  emigrant  ;  possildy  |i«'  had  been  con- 
with  iron  »>n»*inei»»»  in  IiIm    native   country    and    naturally    turned    his 
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attentiou  to  it  in  this.  He  built  a  dwelling-house,  it  is  said  after  the  English 
model  of  that  da}',  where  he  lived  in  fashionable  style.  How  successful 
the  forge  proved  in  his  hands,  or  what  was  the  cause  of  his  selling  it,  does 
not  transpire,  but  on  .Tune  26,  17-42,1  it  passed  from  his  hands  into  those  of 
Robert  Lightfoot,  also  a  merchant  of  Boston,  "  for  the  sum  of  £2000  current 
money  of  the  province."  The  property  sold  to  him  consisted  of  "  about  fifteen 
acres  of  land,  including  the  Forge  Pond,  together  with  a  forge  containina-  three 
fires,  and  a  cole  house,  Pigg  house,  two  dwellings  and  granary,  a  stable  on  said 
premises  standing,  and  all  the  utensils  belonging  to  and  proper  for  such  a 
forge  in  good  goiug  order,  the  whole  being  uuder  ye  occupation  of  Thomas 
Baylies." 

This  seems  to  have  l)een  onl}-  a  part  of  Sauuderson's  property  ni  this 
place,  for  on  July  1,  1750,  he  made  a  further  purchase  of  .lohn  Sweet,  a 
small  tract  of  land  containing  about  one  fourth  of  an  acre,  for  five  shillings, 
and  subsequent  sales  are  also  recorded. 

"  Robert  Saunderson  of  Attleboro,  to  John  Merrit  of  Providence,  merchant, 
a  certain  ti'act  of  laud  in  Attleborough,  one  half  of  a  certain  tract  of  land 
twenty  acres,  on  Ten  Mile  River,  together  with  one  half  of  a  forge,  coal 
house,  dwelling  house,  barn  and  sundry  other  buildings.  April  25,  1752. 
Witness 

Henry  Sweet.  Before  Dan'l  Carpenter, 

Jon.  Capron.  Justice  of  the  Peace." 

••  Robert  Saunderson.  Iron  Master  of  Attleboj-o'  £oOO,  to  John  Merrit,  a 
certain  tract  adjoining  m}-  house  lot.  twenty  five  acres,  another  containing 
twenty  four  acres."  This  is  dated  April  25,  1752.  Also  a  tract  was 
sold  containing  sixty-five  acres,  and  another  containing  thirteen  acres,  five 
tracts  in  the  whole.  Saunderson  seems  therefore  to  have  retained  a  part 
interest  in  the  works  for  about  ten  years  after  the  sale  to  Lightfoot,  but 
how  long  he  continued  his  residence  is  not  known.  There  is  no  further 
mention  of  him,  but  the  facts  above  given  are  sufficient  to  show  that  he  was 
a  man  of  substance,  and  that  the  iron  manufactory  must  probably  have 
been  a  considerable  one. 

Lightfoot  retained  his  ownership  here  about  seventeen  years,  until  1759. 
Previous  to  that  time,  however,  he  had  left  town,  and  removed  to  Newport, 
R.  I.  He  seems  not  to  have  attended  personally  to  his  business  here,  for  it 
is  supposed  that  Mr.  Thomas  Cobb  was  conducting  the  works,  either  by  lease 
or  as  superintendent,  as  early  as  1748,  and  the  previous  overseer,  Thomas 
Baylies,  may  have  continued  until  that  time.     It  was  pi'obably  through  the 


1  The  date  of  this  transfer  is  also  given  as  Jauuary  5, 174:3.    The  Editor  is  unable  to  say  which  is  the 
correct  one. 
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inlliifnco  of  his  f:itliiT-iii-l:i\v,  ,1:iiih'>  Li'oiKir.l.  .Ir.,  «>f  Norton,  that  Mr.  Cobb 
turiuni  his  attoiition  to  this  ocfiipatioii,  and  lati-r  l»ecaiiie  thi'  purchaser  of 
thi'so  works. 

May  •.*•_'.  it:.'.',  Kol>ert  Ligbtfoot,  of  Newport,  K.  I.,  ••  Iron  .Master,"  cou- 
veve<l  t«i  Thoinas  Cobb,  of  Taunton,  these  preniise.s,  or  his  share  of  them, 
wbifb  then  inchubMl  "fifteen  acres  of  land,  toijether  with  a  forge,  consisting 
of  three  tires,  a  coal  house,  three  (hveUing-hoiises,  a  stable,  and  all  the  other 
biiililings  standinix  on  the  said  land  ;  and  all  the  ntensils  belonging  to  said 
for«'e  and  premises;  all  which  premises  aforesaid,  with  the  appurtenances 
are  to  be  taken  and  receivc<l  by  the  said  Thomas  Cobb,  in  the  perfect  state, 
ipiality.  and  condition,  they  are  now  in."  In  addition  to  these  properties, 
which  are  nearlv  identical  with  those  sold  by  Saunderson  to  Lightfoot,  there 
were  nddeil  the  "  remains  of  an  Aii- Furnace,  and  Boring  Mill,  with  scales  for 
weighing,  and  weiglits  thereto  belonging."  This  deed  was  dated  May  22, 
**  in  tlje  :{-.'ndyear  of  the  reign  of  his  most  sacred  majesty  George  the  Second, 
by  the  (i race  of  (iod.  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  soforth,  and  in  the  year 
of  our  Ix>nl  one  thonsanil  seven  hundred  and  fifty  nine."  At  the  same  time 
.lohii  Merrit,of  Providence,  and  Margaret  Merrit,  his  wife,  convey  their 
portion  of  this  property  to  Mr.  Col)!). 

For  six  or  seven  years  after  these  purchases  Mr.  Cobl)  eviilently  continued 
to  conduct  the  Works,  but  on  .bmnaiy  11,  ITd.'),  it  is  recorded  that  he  con- 
veved  liis  entire  property  in  this  t(nvn  to  his  son  .Jonathan  Cobb.  It  is  also 
••vi«lent  that  notwithstanding  this  transfer  he  continued  to  reside  here  and 
iK'Cupy  the  "  jnansion  house  "  included  in  the  c<)uveyance,  as  it  is  known  he 
WHS  hen  in  1770.  What  this  arrangement  was  can  only  be  conjectured. 
l*erhap»  it  was  like  some  firms  to-day.  where  one  member  supplies  the  capital 
and  l»eron»es  a  "  silent  partner,"  and  the  business  is  comlucted  in  the  other's 
nnnie. 

No  ri'coril  appears  of  the  dale  of  the  sale  of  the  property  liv  .lonathan 
Cobb,  bnt  it  was  probably  not  far  from  IHOO.  Tlu'  puichaser  was  Nathaniel 
Kobintion,  wlio  worked  the  forge  for  a  time,  but  finally  converted  the  estab- 
liNhinent  into  H  blackHmith'H  shop,  gristmill,  etc.  lie  sold  either  on  .Iidv  26 
or  AngUHt  t,  I«0'.».  to  Klijah  Ingraham,  of  I'awtucket,  F/.ra  and  .Ial)el  Ingra- 
hnni,  and  Henry  Sweet,  of  this  town  —  it  is  said  for  the  sum  (»f  .?.">, Odd.  His 
pn»|ierty  wa»  dewribed  as  "  land,  containing  a  dwellinu-honse.  bain,  corn- 
crib,  jjrift  Hn«l  Hnw-inill,  trip  hamuier  shop,  and  all  buildings  thereon."  and 
tlieri'  wn»»  a  reHi-rvatioii  uf  :i  watering:  pla(  e  '•  one  rod  wide."  in  f:ivoi-  of  one 
Kiehnnlwiii 

The  flfHt  .Mil. .11  tiiili  here  was  ereet«'«|  m  JMll,  and  thi-  first  linn  was 
iMiUAiiAM.  Ui<iiAiii»M»N  Ac  Co.  This  tirni  also  put  up  the  first  tenement 
honwe  on  the  place.  The  inembcrH  were  l--lij:di  and  l'>.r:i  Inuiahani.  Alnathar 
I{i<  liardwin.  Jr..  Henry  Sweet,  Mones  Richardson,  Daniel  Colib,  and  .b)siah 
Wl.itikiT.      Daniel    Cofib  owned    a    one-sixteenth    share,   which    he    .sold    to 
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Whitaker  September  3,  1821,  and  on  June  18,  1821,  Whitaker  also  purchased 
.label  Ingraham's  share  of  the  property.     Whitaker  was  from  Providence. 

The  second  firm  was  Whitaker,  Richardson  &  Co.  The  next  took  the 
name  of  The  Mechanics  Manufacturing  Co.,  the  firm  being  Samuel  and 
Jesse  Carpenter.  Some  two  years  subsequent  to  the  erection  of  this  mill 
the  factory  just  above  on  the  river  was  built,  and  from  the  fact  that  the 
neighboring  farmers  had  supplied  a  large  proportion  of  the  money  for  its 
construction  it  was  called  "The  Farmers'  Factory,"  though  at  the  same  time 
it  was  also  known  as  "  The  Bliss  Factory."  The  one  of  which  we  are  writing 
had  been  called  "  The  Ingraham  and  Richardson,"  and  later  "  The  Carpenter 
Factory,"  but  mistakes  occurred,  names  and  factories  frequently  got  "mixed," 
and  therefore  the  name  of  "  Mechanics"  was  given  to  this  factory  in  order 
to  clearly  distinguish  it  from  the  other.  The  mistakes  are  easily  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  Samuel  and  Jesse  Carpenter,  .Jonathan,  George,  and  Zeba 
Bliss  bought  the  two  mills  conjointly,  and  if  they  were  called  by  the  names 
of  the  owners,  either  might  be  meant  and  confusion  ensue.  A  division  was 
finally  effected,  and  the  Bliss  brothers  took  the  "Farmers'."  This  was  not 
far  from  1830,  it  is  said,  and  then  probably  the  name  was  chosen. 

While  owned  and  conducted  by  the  last-named  firm,  the  Mechanics  estab- 
lishment had  about  forty  looms,  ten  hundred  and  thirty-six  spindles,  Patterson 
machinery,  and  manufactured  annually  of  calico  prints.  No.  27,  about  291,000 
yards.  The  number  of  hands  employed  was  thirty-eight,  twenty-seven  of 
them  females.  The  building  was  eighty-four  feet  long  by  thirty-two  wide, 
and  three  stories  high.  Connected  with  it  were  the  old  trip  hammer  shop 
and  gristmill. 

The  village  formerly  constituted  the  school  district  No.  22,  and  in  1834 
there  were  thirty-five  scholars  in  families  belonging  to  the  establishment,  and 
a  school  was  kept  from  six  to  eight  months  during  the  year,  with  an  average 
of  twenty-four  in  attendance.  Twenty-three  years  previous  to  that  time  the 
village  numbered  one  child. 

There  were  formerly  many  joint  owners  of  this  property,  and  for  several 
years  changes  were  frequent.  Dates  of  some  of  these  have  been  ascertained. 
April  1,  1825,  Moses  Richardson  and  Josiah  Whitaker  sold  their  shares  to 
-Jesse  Carpenter,  Samuel  Carpenter,  .Jonathan,  Zeba,  and  Martin  Bliss,  of 
this  town,  and  Pretate  Ingraham,  of  Pawtucket,  and  on  July  16,  of  the  same 
year,  they  bought  Henry  Sweet's  share.  August  12,  1829,  Martin  Bliss  sold 
to  Samuel  Carpenter;  .June  30,  1831,  Jesse  Carpenter  sold  to  him;  and 
October  31,  1831,  .Jonathan  and  George  Bliss  also.  February  17,  18.34, 
Samuel  Carpenter  sold  a  portion  of  the  property  to  Albert  Carpenter,  and  on 
November  26,  1838,  he  bought  A.  A.  Richardson's  ^  share.  Some  time  during 
these  years  an  addition  was  built  to  the  mill,  and  eight  looms  added.     At 


Son  of  Abiathar  Richarilson,  a  previous  owner. 
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lensjtli  tlic  c(»inj>:un-  came  to  consist  of  Samuel  ami  Albert  Carpenter,  and  in 
isr.l  tlifv  were  oMiireil  to  suspend  operations.  Tiieir  affairs  were  placed  in 
the  hands  of  Hohert  Sherman,  Ksq.,  of  I'awlucket.  and  the  author  of  this 
work,  tlie  late  John  Dagj^ett.  They  sold  the  property  at  auction,  and  S.  and 
W.  Foster,  of   I'lovidi'uce,  liecame  the  purchasers. 

Thev  ran  the  mill  until  l^Tl.  when  a  stock  company  was  formed,  which 
enlariretl  the  mill  to  carry  one  hundred  and  fifty  looms.  The  officers  of  this 
company  were  Samuel  Foster,  president,  Chester  A.  Dresser,  treasurer,  and 
N.  Micks,  ajrcnt;  the  latter  a.ssuming  his  position  in  December  of  that  year. 
lhi>  corp«»ration  sold  out  in  October,  1H7H,  to  the  present  owners,  Foster  & 
Ni^htinjzale.  Since  1X71  there  have  been  several  additions  made  to  the  mill. 
which  is  now  three  hundred  and  eighty  feet  long,  forty-eight  feet  wide,  and 
three  stories  high  with  an  attic.  It  has  three  Ls,  one  eighty  feet  by  forty- 
live,  another  sixty  by  thirty,  and  the  third  sixty-five  by  forty,  each  two  stories 
hi<'h.  'I'here  are  now  one  huiulred  and  seventy  looms,  and  eight  thousand 
and  eight  spindles,  and  about  one  hundred  and  forty  hands  are  employed. 
Tliere  are  400,000  pounds  of  cotton  consumed  annually,  and  about  2,.s00,000 
yards  of  floth  woven.  Print  cloths,  shirting,  twills,  and  crinkle,  or  seer- 
sucker, are  nuide  heie.  Connected  with  the  mill  are  thirty-three  tenements,  a 
superintendent's  house,  two  storehouses,  a  barn,  olllce.  etc.  During  Mr. 
Hicks'  superintendence,  which  embracetl  the  periotl  of  strikes,  it  is  a  remark- 
able fact  that  one  neyer  occurred  here  —  a  fact  that  speaks  well  for  his 
nianagement.  He  continued  in  charge  for  nearly  sixteen  years,  and  resigned 
in  the  early  spring  of  iH-sT.  He  left  town  in  April  of  that  year,  and  at  the 
same  time  his  successor.  Mr.  Edward  Chandler,  took  charge.  He  still  retains 
the  position.' 

Statistics  show  that  at  tlu'  chjse  of  the  year  IHOK  there  were  eightv-seven 
cotton  niills  in  the  United  States.  The  prospects  of  prosperity  were  such 
that  nuiny  more  wt-re  Iteing  erected,  and  one  result  of  the  w.ir  of  1812  was 
to  increuse  and  exti-nd  this  branch  of  manufactures.  ()iir  town  had  its  share 
ill  this  increase  of  the  cotton  industry.  The  Hkavku  Dam  1- a(  loin  "which 
i  on  the  ract'-way  of  Whiting's  i)ond,"  became  a  cotton  mill  in  l.S0!>. 
I  :.  -  mill  waM  erected  before  I-SOO.  It  w:is  at  first  in  Wrentham.  but  the 
change  in  the  town  lines  lirought  it  within  the  limits  of  .Vtthborough.  It  was 
iiKi'd  i\)s  a  nail  factory  for  si-vcral  years  by  ( n-orge  P.lMtkinton  ami  .loliii  Hich- 
nr<lH<»n.  with  probably  .lohn  Fuller  and  William  HIackinloii  —  .lojni  Kicharil- 
HOD  belliK  ajfcnt.  The  building  was  forty  feet  long,  twcnly  feet  wide,  and 
one  hUny  hitfh,  and  built  of  wo(»d.  All  kinds  of  <'ut  nails  were  made,  and 
lliri"*'  iir  four  heading  tools  and  two  cutting  machines  were  run.  The  ori-Mual 
uwners  told  to  Captain  ChcHter  Hugbcc  and  Mi .  ilav.n. 

I  •^.  embn-ll.  IWl.UiU  mill  «••  imrtUlly  •leiitrnyc*!  I.y  llrt-.  riium...|  l„  tin-  umiuI  way  -  hoin.-  ucr.l.leiit 

'.  n-lMiUJ,  liiit  Uif  owiiorn  linvi- ifHM'M  «,|,fnuloiiH,  iiiiil  It  has 
iliiK  I-  now  partly  lirlrk.    Kumoift   of  Itt,  puicliase  and 
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Captain  Bugbee  formed  a  company  with  John  Richardson,  George  Black- 
inton,  David  Shephard.  Ebenezer  Draper,  Lemuel  May,  and  Samuel  Tiftt. 
They  added  a  story  to  the  mill  and  thirty  feet  in  length  at  one  end.  Their 
manufactory  had  about  twenty  looms  and  five  hundred  spindles,  and  al)Out 
a  thousand  yards  of  cloth  were  made  per  week.  Captain  Bugbee  sold  his 
interest  to  William  Blackinton  in  1812.  The  others  continued  some  five 
years  longer.  The  business  was  a  prosperous  one  until  the  occurrence  of  a 
panic  in  1817.  After  that  the  factory  was  purchased  by  Lemuel  May  and 
Daniel  Cobb,  who  carried  on  the  same  business  for  about  ten  years,  or  until 
1828.  Early  in  that  year  Captain  Bugbee  and  William  Haven  ^  owned  and 
occupied  it.     Finally,  in  the  summer  of  1832,  it  was  burned. 

The  Falls  Factory,  so  called,  was  built  by  The  Falls  Manufacturing 
Company,  which  was  incorporated  February  13,  1813.  There  has  been  a 
mill  on  this  spot  almost  since  the  time  the  history  of  the  town,  as  a  town, 
began.  Joseph  Daggett  put  up  a  "corn  mill"  here,  at  what  exact  date  is 
not  known,  but  it  must  have  been  previous  to  1703.  How  long  he  held  pos- 
session or  to  whom  he  sold  the  premises  is  not  known.  There  was  also  a 
sawmill  here  very  early.  In  the  time  of  the  Revolution  the  property  was 
owned  by  Lieutenant  Jonathan  Stanley,  an  officer  in  the  Continental  Army. 
It  descended  to  his  son,  Artemas  Stanley,  who,  in  1809  or  1810,  sold  the 
privilege  to  the  "■Stock  Company"  in  which  Artemas,  Stephen,  and  Jacob 
Stanley,  Edward  Richards,  Otis  Blackinton,  and  "Squire"  Cheever  were 
the  largest  stockholders.  This  company,  as  above  stated,  was  incorporated 
in  1813.  About  that  time,  or  a  little  later,  Artemas  Stanley  withdrew  from 
the  company,  and  still  later  there  were  other  changes  ;  but  beyond  the  fact 
itself  little  is  known.  Hon.  Ebenezer  Daggett  was  at  one  time  a  oue-fourth 
owner  in  the  company,  but  at  what  date  cannot  now  be  ascertained.  The 
privilege  here  has  about  thirty  feet  fall  and,  as  has  been  seen,  was  the  first 
mill  seat  occupied  in  town. 

The  first  factory  was  commenced  in  the  fall  of  1809.  In  February,  1811, 
after  having  been  in  operation  only  about  a  year,  it  was  burned  down  but 
was  immediately  rebuilt.  In  this  factory  at  first  cotton  yarn  was  spun  and 
"the  weaving  was  done  on  hand  looms  in  neighboring  families."-  One  of 
these  old  looms  has  been  kept  till  the  present  time  in  the  Stanley  family  — 
descendants  of  those  of  the  name  w^ho  were  owners  in  the  first  cotton  mill. 
A  part  of  the  original  building  still  remains  and  is  now  in  use  as  a  jewelry 
shop.     At  one  time  there  was  a  gristmill  in  the  basement  of  this  building, 


'  It  would  seem  that  Bugbee  ami  Haven  purchased  for  the  second  time,  or  that  they  had  owued  the 
property  from  1809,  and  the  purchase  by  May  and  Cobb  included  only  the  busine^^s,  or  still  again  that 
the  original  owners  sold  to  Bugbee  alone,  and  Haven  became  part  owner  only  iu  1S-2S.  The  various 
accounts,  which  are  probably  taken  from  memory  partly,  seem  to  differ. 

2  This  was  the  case  with  all  the  New  England  cotton  mills  up  to  1814,  their  work  being  confined  to 
the  spinning  of  yarn,  and  all  the  weaving  being  done  "  in  the  homes  of  the  people,"  on  the  pouderdus 
hanil  looms  of  the  dav. 
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:in.l  it  is  saiil  that  tin-  iiriiuli-r  tonk  liis  toll  in  :i  rather  >larlv  c-oruer  of  the 
apartiiu'Ut. 

The  Imsinoss  prosperod  and  iniMvasetl  and  about  18:i0  the  establishment 
was  einplovinp  forty  hands,  twenty-five  of  them  females.  It  consumed  about 
H  liundrt'd  and  lifty  bales  of  New  Orleans  eottou  per  year,  and  manufactured 
!'.•»(», iiuo  yards  of  eloth.  li«:ht  calico  printing-,  No.  20.  The  l)uilding  was 
of  w<kkI,  .seventy  feel  by  thirty-four,  and  three  stories  high.  A  new  reservoir 
wuM  rai»e<l  Ikmv  in  IH.'U,  which  covered  an  area  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  aeres.  Conin'cted  with  this  establishment  were  a  machine  sho|i,  a  saw- 
mill, a  blacksmith's  shop,  anil  a  gristmill.  In  addition  to  this  factory,  a 
new,  handsome,  aM<l  dinalpjf  Imildinir  made  of  stone  procured  in  the  neighbor- 
hood was  erecte<l  in  is.ll.  Tiiis  was  sixty-eight  feet  by  thirty-eight,  four 
stories  high,  with  a  projection  of  tifteen  feet,  and  was  filled  with  new  and 
improved  machinery.  It  was  run  by  Jonathan  and  George  Bliss,  who,  some 
tw«)  or  three  years  later,  t-mployed  about  forty  hands. 

The  HIiss  brothers  continued  iiere  a  number  of  years.  In  1849  H.  N.  and 
II.  M.  Haggi'tt  formed  a  partnershij)  to  enter  the  cotton  manufacturing  busi- 
nf»>.  They  first  "  bought  out  the  Browns,"'  who  were  then  operating  a  part 
of  this  mill,  and  subsequently  they  purchased  both  the  mill  and  the  village. 
They  continued  lu'rt-  iinlil  \x'u>  oi-  ls.",i;.  when  H.  M.  Richards  purchased  the 
property  by  exchange.  In  IM.'tT  he  liuilt  the  large  stone  mill  standing  on  the 
rtite  of  the  cotton  mill,  intending  to  use  it  as  a  jewelry  manufactory,  but 
owing  to  the  depression  in  business  at  that  time  he  was  obliged  to  relincpiish 
the  idea.  Not  long  after  this  time  H.  N.  Daggett  repurchased  the  property, 
and  a  few  years  later  it  was  converted  to  its  present  use,  that  of  a  braid 
muiiu  factory. 

The  Fahmkks'  Ka<  roin  was  established  in  isi;;.  The  water  privilege 
belonged  to  what  is  now  known  as  the  BabcoeU  farm,  which  was  then  owned 
by  William  Uichardson,  an<l  of  him  the  Farmers'  association  made  the  pur- 
ciinHc.  Previous  to  this  time  it  is  said  a  nail  factory  and  a  gristmill  stood 
on  the  lK>rders  of  the  pond,  which  w:is  tiicn  only  about  luilf  its  present  size. 
The  aMtKX*intion   which   bnill    tlic   inill    was    known    as   tiie    "  l-'aniiers"    Manu- 


s  II*  wrrc  .loliii  nii<t  liuiirv,  ItroiluirH.    They  wen-,  It  Is  siitil,  imisouri  by  trinle,  iiiul  them. 

•   lir   I   -I..IH   f.ic  t.iry  on  iIiIh  «IU',  which  ihey  operittuil  for  ii  time.    Of  .loliii  an  uiuusiug 

.  hikI  iiiiiy  he  fcdiinl  In  Iteneillrl'H  lllHlory  of  the  lluptlstr*.    The  Incl- 

'ixtltiitvil  the  two  oarllcKt  |>iirlHhe»,  the  "  Klrsl "  un<l  "  Sccimd,"  ami  the 

..>  iiuhlle  laxuh  le\ie<l  on  itll  voler«.    Mr.  Itrown  being  ii  lta|itlM  preferred 

..wii  fndh  nii'l  iiol  the  two  C'«ii(freKalloiiul  rhufchew  for  wlibli  the  citizens 

1,  when  anked  by  the  proper  HUthorltles  for  the  amount  of 

III   If  liu  eontlniiutl  of  that  iiiIikI  IiIh   property  wouhl    he 

1.111,      s.i  loiiK  nft<T  he  ni«rle<l  to  clrlv»' to  I'rovlilence  on  linslness. 

I'l  If  he  illd  not  pay  IiIh  dneH  IiIh  horce  and  wat{<Mi  would  lie  taken. 

.         •  all  like  the  hor»e  and  wuRon.  I  hha'n'l  pay;"  and  he  left  them  there 

m«.    Ill  due  iitiip  ilip>  w.ri'  n.ild  nt  niirtlon,  and  heUiK  <>f  a  mln<l  to  ix'Kiiln  his  property 

.1  •  man  lo  the  •«le  to  hid  them  In  for  lilin.     We  inav  lio|.e  his  lonsilenee  was  eased  by 
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factui'ing  Compauy."  Not  far  from  1830  it  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
Bliss  Brothers,  — its  purchase  of  the  Farmers'  Company  has  been  previously 
referred  to  in  the  account  of  the  Mechanics'  mill,  — and  in  1834  it  was  owned 
by  Jonathan  and  George  Bliss,  who  carried  on  cotton  manufacturing  there. 
The  number  of  hands  employed  at  that  time  was  twenty-three,  of  whom 
seventeen  were  females.  The  number  of  bales  of  New  Orleans  cotton  con- 
sumed per  year  was  about  seventy-five,  and  the  number  of  yards  of  cloth  — 
calico  printing  No.  30  —  manufactured  135,000.  The  privilege  there  has 
about  thirteen  feet  fall. 

The  business  after  a  time  proved  to  be  uuremunerative  and  was  abandoned, 
and  in  18.54  the  property  w^as  sold  at  auction  and  struck  off  to  H.  M.  Rich- 
ards. About  a  year  later  it  was  purchased  by  H.  N.  and  H.  M.  Daggett,  by 
exchange  of  the  Falls  mill  property.  They  made  shoestrings  at  one  time. 
Mr.  H.  N.  Daggett  occupied  the  mill  for  the  making  of  certain  kinds  of 
braid,  chiefly  those  for  hoopskirts  :  and  subsequently  Mr.  H.  M.  Daggett 
used  it  for  the  making  of  thread  and  knitting  cotton. 

For  some  years  after  the  various  forms  of  cotton  manufacturino-  were 
given  up  the  mill  was  used  as  an  iron  foundry.  Bishop  &  Gavitt  first 
occupied  it  for  this  purpose.  They  made  Attleborough,  Queen,  Victorv,  and 
Eclectic  ranges.  New  Golden  Eagle  furnaces,  many  kinds  of  hollow  ware, 
and  a  new  kind  of  hot-air  furnace,  invented  by  Mr.  Gavitt.  This  firm  re- 
mained several  years,  and  were  followed  by  Spicers,  who  carried  on  the  same 
business.  The  building  is  at  present  unoccupied,  and  has  been  so  for  several 
years.     It  is  owned  by  Mr.  H.  N.  Daggett. i 

The  Citt  Factory,  situated  on  the  Seven  Mile  River,  the  only  cotton 
factory  on  the  river,  was  built  in  1813.  It  was  incorporated  by  Act  of 
Legislature,  February  7,  1818,  under  the  name  of  ''The  Attleborough  City 
Manufacturing  Company."  The  members  at  first  were  Joel  Read,  Lemuel 
May,  Carlos  Barrows,  Squh-e  French,  Ebenezer  and  Nathaniel  AUer .  It  was 
burned  in  1826  and  rebuilt  immediately.  The  second  building  was  forty  feet 
by  thirty-four  and  three  stories  high.  The  number  of  hands  employed  seven 
or  eight  years  later  was  seventeen,  of  whom  twelve  were  females.  It  ran 
seven  hundred  spindles  and  twenty  looms,  consumed  fifty  bales  of  New 
Orleans  cotton,  and  produced  about  1,800  yards  of  cloth  per  week,  or  at  the 
rate  of  93,600  yards  annually.  In  connection  with  it  was  a  machine  shop 
which  employed  twelve  workmen,  and  a  grocery  store.  The  firm  owning  and 
running  the  mill  at  this  time  was  called  Daniel  Read  &  Co.  Of  the  sub- 
sequent history  of  this  mill  property  but  little  has  been  ascertained.     It  has 


1  ilr.  Daggett  purchased  the  property  of  his  brother,  H.  M.  Daggett,  aud  sold  it  to  the  North  Attle- 
borough Steam  and  Electric  Company,  which  used  it  as  a  power-house.  January  2, 1894,  the  power- 
house was  destroyed  by  fire.  This  was  an  addition  to  the  old  factory  building  proper,  which  latter 
escaped  even  serious  damage  from  the  fire,  the  greatest  damage  being  sustained  by  tlie  costly 
electric  machinery.    The  mill  has  been  destroyed,  and  a  new  power-house  built. 
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passed  through  various  hands  ami  Kei-n  used  for  various  purposes.  It  is 
uow  ixcupieil  In-  the  Xottin;jliam  Kiiitliug  Co..  and  owued  by  Mr.  James 
Orr.  Mr.  Orr  pun-liasi'd  tlio  prnpi-rty  aliout  twenty  years  ago  of  Barton 
C'ushuian.  Duriiiu'  his  ownership  the  mill  was  for  a  time  run  ])y  his  son-iu- 
law.  Mr.  Henry  May,  and  at  one  time  Head  iV:  (oillin  rented  it  and  mauu- 
faeture*!  rolton  y.arns. 

The  knitting  company  iiave  .seven  hand-macliiues,  and  their  manufactures 
have  consisted  of  ladies'  jackets,  leggings,  and  mittens.  At  i»resent  they  are 
milking  only  tlie  latter,  and  al>out  ft»rty  dozen  per  day.  With  one  of  these 
macliines  a  man  can  turn  out  from  ten  t(»  twelve  dozen  a  day.  3Ir.  Urr  does 
also  a  dyeing  and  Meaehing  liusine>s.  and  ahout  tinee  thousand  pounds  of 
yarn  pass  through  his  hands  each  ilay.  Orders  for  this  work  from  all  over 
the  country  are  fdleii. 

Lanksvii.i.k  Fact«>icv,  situated  on  Al>l'ott's  Run.  was  huilt  in  182(5.  It 
was  seventy  feet  long,  tiiirty-six  wide,  and  sixty  feet  high,  including  four 
stories  and  the  garret,  and  generally  employed  altout  70  hands,  of  whom  30 
were  females.  It  consumed  four  bales  of  New  Orleans  cotton  per  week,  and 
manufactured  4<iO,0()(»  yards  of  calico  printing  cloth.  No.  2o,  per  year. 
The  mill  ran  two  thousand  spindles  and  fifty  looms.  The  privilege  had  then 
alK>ut  twelve  feet  fall.  Connected  with  the  mill  were  a  gristmill,  sawmill, 
machine-shop  for  repairs,  and  a  variety  store.  In  l^.'M  it  was  owned  by 
Milton  Harrows  and  others,  and  it  is  supposed  that  he  l)uilt  it.  The  estab- 
lishment created  around  it  a  neat  and  handsome  little  village,  like  many  of 
the  New  Kngland  factory  villages.' 

The  first  mill  erected  here  was  burnt-d.  Tiie  second  (.me  on  tlie  site  was 
liuilt  al)OUt  1817,  by  John  Kennedy,  and  in  l.s"c_>  ay  \s't:\  it  was  purchased 
by  (iideon  \..  Spencer,  of  rawtuckel,  and  was  leased  by  him  to  various 
parties,  as  follows  :  from  \x.'}'-\  till  18.')G.  to  .lonatlian  Cliace  :  from  l.S.")^  till 
1862,  to  Timothy  Karle  and  .lames  II.  Cliact- :  from  \x(',-2  till  isci  to 
TimolUy  Karle  and  Hufus  .].  StalTord ;  from  18(54  till  Ks»;7,  to  .loim  V. 
Adams.  On  July  JJ,  I.SC,7.  Mr.  Adams  purchased  the  estate.  The  mill  and 
village  arc  in»w  calleil  Adamtidale.  In  1h72  llif  owner  enlarued  the  mill, 
alxMit  doubling  its  former  cap:»city.  On  Octolier  J)!,  issi,  it  was  destroved 
by  tire.  In  1h«"2  the  present  null  was  erected.  .Mr.  .Vdanis  had  previously 
inannfactured  print  cloths  and  scune  yarn,  but  since  the  openin<r  (tf  the  new 
biiiUling  has  conllned  himst-lf  entirely  to  the  nmking  <»f  line  numbers  of 
cotton  yani*.     The    mill   contains  live   th<»usand  and  forty  spindU's  of  litjcr 

I  iilr  .(!.«....  All... II  .  i:,.,,    ui,,.  1,  >!....    .,..1  "-onlniitcH  111  Cmnl.iTlaii.l,  II- uholcom-c  imt 

'"  wnicr  i)o\vt>r  for  Hcveial  fni-torlcs  ami  oIliiT 

'"'  •  '  llicri'  \v««r«!  four  of  tliu  former.    Tin-  ilrst  was 

W»..  ..ti    .  ...  '  AlllcLorouKli;  thf  third.  FrciirirH  factory  In  Kobin 

"""'•"•  ■"  '  '  ■'•'•.  wfil.h  Inrliiilnl  iwo  fnetorloK.    On  tlil«  stream 

•!-»»►  •-•«»'•*""•  "  1".  .n«M«lll«.  ipnrlilno  fliopn.  cto.    On  a  l.ran.li  of 

thi*  •irrain  n«ar  II'  a  n,  ^  iiri..-nt«T'i.  fnclory. 
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frames  aud  preparations,  besides  twisters,  reels,  chain  and  beam  warpers, 
etc.  About  fifty  hands  are  employed,  and  all  but  seven  are  of  foreign 
birth  or  extraction.  The  consumption  of  cotton  is  about  five  hundred  bales 
annually,  aud  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  pounds  of  yarn  are 
produced.  These  yarns  are  made  in  chain  warps,  skeins,  or  on  beams, 
and  are  sold  largely  in  the  New  York  and  Philadelphia  markets. 

Says  a  writer:  "The  embargo  of  1807-8  beueiited  manufacturers  at  the 
expense  of  commerce,  and  much  of  the  capital  and  effort  engaged  in 
the  latter  were  directed  to  industrial  channels."  Its  effect  is  proved  by 
the  statement  made  that  previous  to  the  embargo  there  were  only  fifteen 
cotton  mills  in  the  United  States,  and  furthermore  that,  according  to  statis- 
tics, at  the  end  of  less  than  a  year  aud  a  half  that  number  had  swelled  to 
nearly  a  hundred.  Of  that  number  of  establishments  in  operation  our  town 
had  two,  the  Beaver  Dam  factory,  before  mentioned,  and  the  one  at  Dodge- 
ville. 

Dodge's  Factory  was  established  in  1809,  by  J^benezer  Tyler,  Esq.,  of 
Pawtucket,  Nehemiah  Dodge,  Peter  Grinnell  &  Son,  and  Abner  Daggett, 
of  Providence,  P^lias  Ingraham,  Edward  Richardson,  and  Daniel  Babcock, 
of  Attleborough,  under  the  firm  name  of  The  Attleborough  Manufacturing 
Company,  Ebenezer  Tyler,  Agent.  The  building  at  first  was  88  feet  by  31, 
and  three  stories  high,  including  the  basement  story.  During  the  war  of  1812 
and  until  the  early  part  of  the  year  1815,  it  is  said  that  ''manufactures 
throughout  the  country  continued  to  progress  with  unprecedented  activity," 
and  this  mill  was  greatly  benefited  by  this  increase  of  business.  In  1820  it 
contained  thirteen  hundred  and  twenty  spindles,  when  Josiah  Whitaker  and 
John  C.  Dodge,  of  Providence,  purchased  one  half  of  it.  In  the  spring  of 
1812  the  name  was  changed  to  that  of  the  Tyler  Manufacturing  Company 
under  the  agency  of  J.  C.  Dodge.  In  1822  Nehemiah  Dodge  and  John  C. 
Dodge,  his  sou,  purchased  the  remainder  of  the  factory,  aud  continued  the 
business  under  the  style  of  N.  &  J.  C.  Dodge.  In  1829  they  built  an  addi- 
tion to  the  factory  of  ninety-six  feet,  making  it  184  feet  by  31.  It  then 
contained  four  thousand  spindles  and  ninety-two  power  looms,  and  gave 
employment  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  hands. 

The  author's  words  as  written  about  18;-34:  are  :  ''  It  is  the  largest  establish- 
ment of  the  kind  in  town.  The  village,  which  is  known  by  the  name  of 
Dodgeville,  has  been  recently  very  much  improved  under  the  superintendence 
of  tlie  present  agent.  It  contains  a  population  of  two  hundred  and  sixty 
persons  (all  connected  with  the  manufacturing  establishment),  one  machine 
shop,  one  picker  house,  one  store,  one  blacksmith's  shop,  four  barns,  and 
fifteen  dwelling-houses,  many  of  them  new.  It  forms  district  No.  23,  and 
has  a  new,  commodious,  and  uncommonly  well-finished  school  house,  where  a 
school  is  kept  the  greater  part  of  the  year."  Some  at  least  of  all  this  is 
true  at  the  present  time.     There  is  no  larger  establishment  of  the  kind  in 


town.  —  llu-  ll.'l.roi.  mill  Ik-hii:  «»ii1v  its  iM,ual,  —  tli»-  village  is  certainly  pretty 
iiiul  well  care<l  fcr  niuler  the  present  superintendence,  and  it  has  the  new 
whcM.n.ouso,  of  which  may  I.e  said  .luite  all  that  was  said  of  its  predecessor 
of  fifty  years  ago  :  hut  most  of  tlie  figures  must  he  enlarged.  The  last-named 
partnersiiipcontinurd  until  ahout  islO,  when  the  son  purchased  the  father's 
interest  and  continued  tlie  l.usincss  alone.  He  made  further  additions  to  the 
fHct«irv  aud  increased  the  nunil.cr  of  looms  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-six. 
Siil.stM|uently  reverses  came,  and  in  .Iiuu'.  ]><.".  1.  the  property  was  sold  at 
au<-tion. 

Messi-s.  H.  U.  and  K.  Knight  became  the  purchasers  and  subsequently 
Stephen  A.  Knight,  another  brother,  was  admitted  to  the  business.  In  1870 
tliese  owners  were  incorporated,  with  a  nominal  capital  of  $100,000,  under 
the  name  of  Hkhk<»n  Mamkactikino  Company,  to  which  the  mill  here  aud 
al  Ilebronville  belong.  The  mill  building  here,  which  is  of  wood,  is  three 
hunthed  and  eighty  feet  hmg,  sixty  feet  wide,  and  f(«Mr  stories  high  with  two 
wing».  It  contains  twenty-two  thousand  spindles,  five  hundred  looms,  and  is 
run  by  b«ith  water  and  steam  power.  About  two  hundred  and  thirty  hands 
are  employed,  sixty  per  cent,  of  whom  are  males.  There  are  used  here 
vearlv  1  ,2.'»<>.00m  |»«.iirids  of  eotton  and  2, .5(10, 000  yards  of  cloth  are  made. 
This  is  the  well-known  antl  favoriti-  '•  Fiuil  of  the  Loom."  There  are  a 
hundre<l  tenements  c«»nnected  with  ihc  mill  besides  other  l)uildings,  including 
ofllccf,  etc.  The  number  <»f  spindles  and  looms  has  increased  over  fivefold 
Hiiice  the  date  of  the  figures  given  aliove,  and  doubtless  the  consumption  aud 
prcxhiction  in  a  similar  ratio,  but  the  number  of  hands  employed  has  not 
quite  doubled,  whieh  shows  tlie  wondt'rfid  iinpiovenu'iit  in  niacliinory  during 
llie  past  fifty  yearr^. 

A  bhorl  time  sint-e  a  fire  broke  out  liere  which  for  a  time  threatened  entire 
deHtnictioii  to  the  mill  and  its  contents.  Owing  to  the  vigorous  efforts  of 
Mr.  Charles  O.  Merrill,  the  superintendent,  which  were  ably  seconded  by  the 
liaiuU.  who  refrained  from  causing  a  panic  and  fought  the  fire,  the  danger  was 
happily  averttil.  and  the  damage  done  to  the  property  was  comparatively 
HtnuW.     [Prewnt  huporintendent  (18113),  .Mr.  \N  .  II.  Canur.] 

The  .\7m:itn»N  FAfiouv  was  established  aliuiit  LsTJ  at  what  is  now  IIel>ron- 
villc.  and  whh  inc()r|M>raled  .lune  II,  I^Hi,  «•  for  th,.  innpose  of  manufactur- 
ing cfHton  an«l  woolen  j(<x)<l»,"  by  the  name  «>f  Tin  .\  iiikuton  Manufacturing 
(Vmi'ANT.  Till-  H|Mi|  wan  an<'ieiitly  known  as  "  ChatTees  Mills,"  wln-re  a  saw- 
mill anil  grintmill  were  early  l>uill.  This  estaltlishnieul  was  owneil  and  im- 
proved by  aeveral  difTcrent  compaiiicH.  An  addition  was  made  lo  the  factory 
in  IH2H,  makin^  the  buihiing  ninelv-eighl  l>y  thirty-two  feet.  It  had  then 
KixttH'h  liiindnNi  Hpindlen  and  forty-two  looms  and  emploved  sixty  hands, 
forty  of  whom  were  femah-H.  The  cl«)th  nianufactnred  was  Nos.  2<;  and  2.S  ; 
■l>out  two  huiHlrrd  and  fifty  balen  of  New  Orleans  cotton  were  consumed  per 
y*nr,   mikI    n»MMif    four   hundred    thouHand   yards   of    the  print  cloth   made. 
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Thomas  Harkiiess  aud  Thomas  J.  Stead  were  the  owners  of  this  property  at 
this  time — successors  to  the  Athertons.  They  were  Quaker  merchants  of 
Providence.  They  were  probably  tlie  ones  who  made  the  above-mentioned 
additions.  The}'  continued  here  until  1848,  at  which  time  the  Knights  pur- 
chased the  property. 

The  present  mill,  built  by  the  Knights,  is  of  brick,  and  has  been  much 
enlarged  since  it  was  first  erected.  The  main  buildings,  No.  1  and  No.  2, 
are  respectively  one  hundred  and  six  and  one  hundred  and  twelve  by  fifty- 
four  feet,  with  a  wing  one  hundred  and  two  b}'  forty-six  feet,  aud  they  are 
run  by  both  steam  and  water  power.  There  are  connected  with  the  establish- 
ment a  boiler  house,  waste  house,  blacksmith's  shop,  picker,  lapping  and 
cloth  rooms,  offices,  and  seventy-six  tenements.  The  figures  given  here  are 
almost  identical  with  those  of  Dodgeville :  twenty-two  thousand  spindles, 
four  hundred  and  ninetv-eight  looms,  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  employees, 
with  about  the  same  amount  of  cotton  consumed  annually  —  1,250,000  pounds 
and  2,250,000  yards  of  cloth  manufactured.  Unlike  the  sister  mill,  however, 
in  this  one  several  kinds  of  cloth  are  made  —  chiefly  five,  four,  and  three  leaf 
twills  and  plain  sheetings.     The  superintendent  here  is  Joseph  H.  AuU. 

A  large  amount  of  business  is  done  in  these  establishments,  as  may  be  seen. 
No  approximation  of  the  payrolls  could  be  given,  however,  or  of  the  value 
of  the  cloth  made  yearly,  as  both  are  fixed  and  changed  by  the  fluctuations  of 
the  market,  the  employees  being  paid  less  or  more  according  to  the  prices  the 
cloths  fetch  in  the  market  (1887).  [Present  superintendent  (1893),  Mr. 
Adam  McWhinnie.] 

BUTTON    MANUFACTORIES. 

The  first  actual  manufacture  of  metal  buttons  in  town  was  begun  on  a  small 
scale  by  Edw^ard  Price,  an  emigrant  from  Birmingham,  England,  who  came 
here  and  settled  in  1793.  He  had  been  engaged  in  this  business  previous  to 
his  emigration,  and  brought  machinery  with  him  to  this  country.  He  carried 
on  the  work  alone  for  a  number  of  years,  making  principally  the  large  out- 
side buttons  in  fashion  at  that  time.  He  occupied  a  small  shop  near  the 
present  residence  of  John  T.  Bates,  and  continued  in  the  east  part  of  the 
town  until  1800,  when  he  removed  to  North  Attleborough.  He  continued  the 
business  there  for  a  number  of  years  with  some  success. 

The  second  manufacture  of  metal  buttons  was  commenced  in  1812  by 
Colonel  Obed  and  Otis  Robinson.  In  the  establishment  of  their  business 
they  were  aided  by  the  skill  and  experience  of  Mr.  Price.  This  was  the  first 
company  formed  for  this  manufacture  in  the  United  States. 

The  manufacture  of  glass  buttons  was  commenced  in  1823  by  Richard 
Robinson  &  Co.,  the  firm  consisting  of  Richard  Robinson,  Virgil  Blackinton, 
and  Willard  Robinson,  the  ingenious  machinery  they  used  being  chiefly  of 
their  own  invention.  The  original  company  began  the  business  on  a  small 
scale  and  met  with  manv  embarrassments  and  discouragements  in  its  early 
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elages,  hut  after  l.ecoinin;i  tlioioiiglily  established  it  began  to  increase,  grad- 
nnlly  at  fust,  and  tinall.v  lu-.-anie  very  extensive.  Kielmrd  Kobinson  appears 
for  a  time  to  liave  had  sole  charge  .)f  the  business,  but  whether  the  other 
partners  had  retired  or  what  was  tlu'  laiise  is  not  known.  In  1820  a  new 
cijmpany  was  formed  under  the  same  style  of  Hichaim)  K(.niNsox  &  Co. 
for  the  term  of  live  years,  whieh  expired  in  May,  l.s;;i. 

At  that  tinu-  the  linn  of  Kobinson,  .I..m>  c^  t'o.  was  formed,  consisting  of 
Richard  ami  Willard  Kobinson,  William  U.  .loues,  and  II.  M.  Draper.  They 
commenced  business  in  a  small  shop  about  :i."»  by  22  feet  in  size.  An  addi- 
tion to  this  building  had  been  made  in  the  summer  of  1.S2<;.  and  its  machinery 
was  carried  l>y  horsi'-powcr. 

It  was  in  till-  latti-r  part  of  the  year  l.s2<;  that  the  lirm  then  conducting  the 
busincHH  began  to  work  on  the  gilt  button,  theirs  being  the  first  manufactory 
of  that  button  in  the  country.  In  1>'27  the  comi)any  erected  a  brick  factory 
two  stories  high,  r.O  feet  long  liy  _'."•  wide,  and  in  1.S2.S  the  business  required 
au  a«ldition  of  twenty-live  feet  in  length.  The  machinery  was  carried  by 
water  power  from  the  Ten  Mile  Kiv«'r,  and  the  improvements  in  it  were  largely 
the  result  of  Willard  Kobinson's  invtntivi'  skill.  The  rolling  mill  connected 
with  the  estaldishment  and  built  in  1«22  was  f.O  feet  by  20.  In  1^32  the  new 
oompanv  built  another  siiop  of  wood,  one  story  high,  and  00  feet  by  25. 
The  number  of  hands  employed  about  that  time  was  seventy-five,  of  whom 
thirty  were  females,  ami  the  number  of  buttons  n):inufactured  was  about  one 
hundred  gross  a  day.  At  dilTerent  times  various  kinds  of  buttons  were  pro- 
duced. From  I82«l  to  1«."52  the  eommon  gilt  Imtton  had  been  manufactured, 
which  fompetefl  in  a  good  degree  with  the  Knglish.  Sultsequent  to  l.s;32  the 
compauv  nuide  all  the  varieties  whieh  the  niarket  demanded  —  the  common 
button,  the  navy,  the  military,  the  fancy,  and  sjiorting  buttons,  whicii  were 
acknowledged  »uperi«»r  to  any  others  in  the  market  in  the  beauty,  liiiish.  and 
durability  of  the  work. 

The  following  paragraphs  are  transcribed  Iiomi  the  lirst  edition  of  this  book, 
printt-tl  in  \MA  :  — 

••  TbI*  <*onH)nuy  han  brought  the  manufaclui-e  of  this  aiticle  lo  such  perft-c- 
tlon,  ••■  "rovementH  and   the  skill  of  the   W(»rkmen,  as  to  compete 

fully  «  -  in   the   niarket    whether  tlomestic  or  foreign, —  indeed   if 

|iro|)er  •■ncourniiCenient  Hlionid   be  given  liy  adequate  protection  to  this  luanch 
of        ■  'I  MMtn  Im'  Hulllcient  to  supply  all  our  iiome  demands,  and 

e\'  'Ulirely  from  our  uuirkt-ls.      This  couqiauv  iiave  received 

nil  llw  j-tinU'Hleil  premiumM  which  have  been  olTi-red  l»y  the  Institutes  ..I    New 
>      '     t"    '     '   '-bin.  and  IWmton,— sometimes  jointly  with  otliers.     'I'hey  have 
•n  three  medalH  (Hilver)  and  two  diplomas. 
-    \ithI   iiii|wirtanl  improvementH  in  the  mode  <»f   mauiiracture  have  liet'U 

•'   i'V  one  <>f  »•"•  'i""     ^1'     ^V 'lliird   KobinMon,  for  some  .d"  wliicli   patents 

Imve  lM-«»n  »erni' 
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"A  common  gilt  button  which  appears  when  finished  so  simple,  undergoes 
in  the  course  of  being  manufactured  over  thirty  different  processes,  some  of 
which  require  great  skill  and  experience.  Each  button  is  separately  handled 
twenty-one  times. 

"  Some  of  the  females  mentioned  as  connected  with  this  establishment  are 
employed  principally  in  drying,  sorting,  papering  and  packing,  and  others  in 
edging,  cramping,  placing  the  eye  and  preparing  it  for  soldering.  It  fur- 
nishes for  females  a  neat,  agreeable  and  profitable  occupation. 

•'  The  capital  employed  by  this  establishment  is  about  $50,000.  They  use 
in  gilding  about  Slo,000  worth  of  pure  gold  generally  obtained  in  its  natural 
state  ;  and  consume  forty  tons  of  Lehigh  coal  annually. 

"The  iuim])er  of  tenements  occupied  by  those  employed  in  the  factory  is 
thirteen.     Several  new  dwelling  houses  have  been  lately  erected  for  their  use. 

"  Agencies  for  the  sale  of  this  article  have  been  established  in  all  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  the  Union.  Some  of  the  articles  have  been  exported  to  foreign 
countries, —  to  South  America,  Hayti,  and  several  of  the  AYest  India  islands. 
The  button  now  manufactured  is  equal  in  every  respect  to  the  English,  and 
perhaps  superior  in  durability." 

In  1835  the  firm  was  employing  about  one  hundred  hands,  and  a  pretty 
village  of  comfortable  houses,  named  from  the  owners,  Robinsonville,  sur- 
rounded the  factories.  In  1843  the  fashion  in  buttons  changed,  and  the 
unrivaled  success  of  this  firm  was  brought  to  an  end,  and  Mr.  Willard 
Robinson,  who  was  at  that  time  conducting  the  business,  was  obliged  to 
suspend  operations,  though  tliat  branch  of  the  business  consisting  of  army, 
navy,  and  police  buttons  Avas  taken  up  not  long  after  this  time  and  is  still 
continued  near  the  original  place  of  manufacture. 

Mr.  John  Hatch,  a  mechanic  employed  by  the  Robinsons,  had  thought  out 
a  curious  invention,  a  machine  to  make  suspender  buttons,  and  by  the  com- 
bined efforts  of  Mr.  Willard  Robinson  and  himself  this  machine  was  per- 
fected. It  was  patented  February  20,  1845,  in  Mr.  Robinson's  name.  This 
was  the  justly  famous  "Button  Machine."  Six  machines  were  made,  and 
subsequently  one  of  them  was  sent  to  Germany.  No  others  have  been  made, 
and  the  five  in  town  are  the  only  ones  of  their  special  kind  in  existence  in  the 
country.  They  are  automatic,  cut  and  completely  make  the  buttons  from 
tin  plates,  each  machine  making  about  twenty-three  buttons  a  minute,  or 
13,800  in  a  day  of  ten  hours'  length.  These  buttons  came  rapidly  into  use, 
the  great  advantage  they  possess  in  not  cutting  the  thread  used  in  fastening 
them  being  speedily  recognized.  They  were  made  by  millions,  and  used  for 
various  purposes.  Large  contracts  were  filled  for  the  government  during  the 
Civil  War. 

Messrs.  Robinson  and  Hatch  became  partners  for  the  manufacture  of  these 
buttons.  The  patent  and  its  extensions  covered  a  period  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  for  that  leno-th  of  time  this  special  manufacture  almost  conti-oUed  the 
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mai-kel.  .Mr.  Hatch  .lied  iu  isi'.t.  only  four  years  after  the  paituership  was 
forraiHl  :  l>»it  Mr.  K..l)iiis..n  eonlimied  the  bu.siuess  until  his  death,  which 
ooeumnl  in  l-sTU.  It  is  now  c.ndueted  l.y  Arthur  H.  Robinson,  who  on 
Marrh  I,  IMSd.  bought  the  business  of  his  father's  estate,  and  carries  it  on 
under  his  own  name,  as  the  only  inanufaeturer  of  "  Hatch'.s  Patknt  iAIktal- 
LU-  Pantaloon   BrrroNs."     [Mr.  Kobiiis.>n  has  since  died.] 

These  button  machines  are  very  curious  and  intricate  in  their  construction 
and  require  the  nicest  and  most  careful  adjustment  to  ensure  perfect  work. 
The  adjnstin»-nt  beinfj  riirht,  the  W(.rk  !s  excellent,  and  the  result  a  button 
unequaled  of  its  kind.  The  lirst  iiia.  liinc  made  has  been  running  over  forty- 
livi-  years,  is  running  to-tlay,  one  of  tlu-  best,  if  not  the  best,  of  the  five.  It 
ih  evidently  a  favorite  with  the  long-time  foreman  of  the  shop,  for  he  speaks 
of  its  eapaliilities  with  assurance  and  admiration.  Various  other  trowsers 
buttons  are  n)ade  at  the  present  time,  and  as  they  can  be  put  into  the  market 
at  a  ciieaper  rate  they  have  somewhat  sujjerseded  these,  but  they  do  not  com- 
pare with  them  in  appearance  or  durability. 

I).  KvAN>  vV:  Co.  succeeded  the  Hobinsons  in  thi-  making  of  metal  buttons. 
alHiut  I«48.  This  firm  manufactures  both  plain  and  fancy  army  and  navy 
buttons,  all  kinds  of  military  and  livery  gilt  and  silver-plated  buttons. 
During  the  war  thi^>  was  a  very  extensive  and  pro(itaI»le  business,  as  many 
large  contr.icts  were  filled  directly  for  the  government,  or  for  those  supplying 
imiforms  for  our  soldiers  in  both  the  array  and  navy.  The  business  has 
alwavs  boen  conductetl  at  Hol»insonvilU',  now  a  i)art  of  Attleborough  Falls. 
So  imich  «M»nipetilion  has  arisen  in  this  as  in  other  branches  of  manufacturing 
that  the  business  here  has  been  much  retluctd.  and  at  present  very  little  is 
lieing  done. 

Another  nmnnfact<»ry  of  buttons  was  established  in  October,  1882.  by  a 
different  firm,  under  the  name  of  Houinson,  Ham.  i^^:  Co.  The  shop  was 
Hituated  on  the  Seven  Mile  Hiver.  near  Nt-well's  lav  i  i  n  in  West  .\ttleborough, 
and  iiuite  near  the  resitlencc  of  l\li>ha  (i.  May.  The  lirst  slioj)  was  150  feet 
by  20;  niiuther,  built  in  1h;{;;  or  1s;m,  \v:is  ."..)  feet  by  •_'.'»,  and  three  stories 
high.  This  estalilishnient  employed  nineteen  ininds,  of  whom  ten  were 
fpinalcH.  and  when  the  new  one  w:is  completed  some  twenty-live  to  thirty 
were  probably  emplove<l.  TImh  company  nnide  plain  nu-tal  buttons,  for  lioth 
vtmXis  mid  vests,  and  of  three  ditTerent  prices.  They  at  one  time  produced 
alMMit  iM'venty-flve  gross  per  day,  and  subscMpn-nlly  probuMy  tins  amounl  was 

ilHTI'liMNl. 

This  old  shop  mid  its  predecessor  had  a  vaiied  experience.  There  waH 
nml  of  nil  n  btackHinith'n  shop  ;  Itiis  wm.s  converted  into  a  cotton  mill  run 
by  n  Mr.  Sil»ley.  and  then  into  a  button  factory.  In  one  of  these  buildings 
Mr.  Kli<tiin  (t.  .May  learned  the  button  trade.  TliMt  Imsiness  here  came  to 
g  ,!.._.  ..!....•  <.f..  years  ago,  for  it  is  said  \V.  II.  Hobinson  commenced 
Hi  Iry  alMJUt  \K\1  in  the  shop  the   button-nndvcrs  had   built. 
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He  was  followed  by  others  iu  tlie  same  business.  J.  II.  Hodges  and  J.  T. 
Bacon  started  iu  company  here  iu  1843,  and  while  here  —  among  the  first  to 
do  it  —  they  "  introduced  power"  into  their  works.  Mr.  Hodges,  it  is  said, 
was  the  first  in  town  to  make  brass  jewelry  and  have  it  electro-plated.  This 
firm  was  here  until  1847.  After  this  it  was  for  a  time  a  pattern-making 
establishment.  At  length  it  became  a  dj'ehouse  and  bleachery  with  quite 
a  large  business,  and  finally  in  1881  or  1882  it  was  burned  down.  What- 
ever remnants  of  its  ruins  may  have  been  visible  were  all  washed  away  by 
the  flood  of  1886,  which  acted  its  wild  will  on  this  spot,  changing  its  appear- 
ance so  completely  that  not  a  trace  of  the  old  shop  remains  to  mark  its 
former  site. 

LEATHER    AIANUFACTORY. 

In  the  centre  of  the  village  of  South  Attleborough,  on  the  site  now^  occu- 
pied bj'  the  leather  works  of  William  Coupe  &  Co.,  the  same  kind  of 
business,  though  of  various  branches,  has  been  carried  on  for  over  a  hun- 
dred years,  a  fact  which  can  be  stated  of  no  other  spot  in  town.  8o  far  as 
known,  Isaac  Draper  was  the  first  to  have  a  tannery  here  ;  but  the  precise 
date  of  his  starting  it  is  not  known.  His  son  Ebenezer  continued  the  busi- 
ness, then  George  and  Halsey,  grandsons,  and  finally  Isaac  Draper,  a  great- 
grandson  and  still  living  (in  1887),  owned  and  conducted  the  concern.  It 
began  in  a  small  and  now  considered  a  \evy  old-fashioned  waj'^,  but  it  was 
conducted  with  profit,  a  by  no  means  exclusively  old-fashioned  consideration. 
"  Many  who  pass  the  spot  now,  can  remember  the  small  building  standing 
back  from  the  road,  and  remember,  too,  the  old  horse  that  slowly  moved  the 
mill  that  ground  and  softened  the  hides."  The  tannery  continued  moderately 
prosperous  for  many  years  ;  but  finally  larger  firms  monopolized  the  business, 
and  the  Drapers  were  obliged  to  discontinue. 

When  the^'  suspended  business  could  not  be  positively  ascertained  or  to 
whom  they  first  transferred  the  property  ;  but  in  1865,  which  we  think  could 
not  be  very  long  subsequent  to  their  giving  up  the  Itusiness,  the  building  was 
owned  by  Henry  Knowles,  who  was  doing  a  small  business  by  himself.  In 
September  of  that  year  William  Coupe  came  from  Pawtucket  to  do  what  is 
called  "green  shaving"  for  Mr.  Knowles.  He  was  a  thorough  and  expe- 
rienced workman,  "  had  learned  the  tanning  trade  in  all  its  branches,"  and 
from  varied  experience  was  ready  to  enter  business  and  make  it  a  success. 
About  three  weeks  after  coming  to  town  he  saw  his  opportunity,  as  he 
judged,  made  a  proposition  to  take  a  share  of  the  business  here,  which  was 
accepted,  and  the  firm  of  Coupe  &  Knowles  was  formed.  This  partner- 
ship continued  only  about  three  months,  for  Mr.  Coupe  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  then  state  of  affairs.  He  made  an  offer  to  his  partner  to  either 
buy  or  sell,  which  resulted  in  his  becoming  the  buyer.  His  property  was 
yalued  at  $700,  his  capital  was  $1,500,  and  at  the  end  of  six  months  he  had 
cleared  $1,000. 
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Page's  patent  process  for  tanuinir  leather  appeared  about  this  time,  and 
Mr.  C'ouiH*  l»oujr|,t  :i  riuhl  to  niamifaetiire  by  it ;  but  more  capital  was  neces- 
sary, an«l  in  .Inne,  IstJG,  Kdwiii  Hvans,  of  Central  Kails,  became  associated 
with  hini  under  the  name  of  William  Coii'k  &  Co.  The  needed  assistance 
was  thus  obtained,  and  the  luisiness  increased  prosperously.  An  improve- 
ment on  tlie  I'aize  patent  was  discovered  :iiid  made  by  Mr.  Coupe,  which 
^ave  decided  advanta^re  to  tliis  firm  ;  Init  competition  was  increasino;  as  well 
as  business,  and  further  additions  in  the  way  of  capital,  enlarged  and 
increasetl  facilities,  etc.,  became  urgently  necessary.  Up  to  this  time.  al»out 
l«67  or  |S(',s,  the  linn's  goods  had  l>een  sold  ''upon  their  merits";  that  is, 
no  etTorts  had  been  n)ade  to  enlarge  and  extend  its  trade.  Mr.  Coupe  deter- 
mined to  experiment  in  tliis  direction,  and  lie  was  so  successful  that  the 
alterations  whi<'h  had  lu'en  made  in  the  worlds  wt're  at  once  pioved  to  have 
been  essential. 

In  the  spring  of  1M6*.»  Mr.  Coupe  again  proposed  to  buy  out  his  partner^ 
and  Mr.  Kvans  concluded  to  sell ;  Imt  this  time  Mr.  Coupe  was  not  the 
purchaser.  Kdwin  Hurgess,  of  Providence,  l»ought  ^Ir.  Evans'  share  of 
the  business  for  Si  l,t)OU,  and  the  new  firm  was  organized,  the  sanie  name 
l>eing  retained.  IJoth  these  present  partners  are  men  of  enterprise,  and 
despite  tiie  opposition  of  competition  the  firm  has  been  continually  prosper- 
ous. In  .Inly.  1h7i',  the  entire  works  were  destroyed  by  fire,  with  a  loss 
to  the  company  of  Sd.OOd.  The  fire  was  hardly  out  when  the  process  of 
rebuilding  was  begun.  The  new  shop  was  one  liundred  and  live  by  forty- 
five  feet,  and  three  stories  high,  and  was  very  (piickly  ready  with  necessary 
machinery  for  business.  In  the  autunu)  of  187>>  an  adilition  was  made,  and 
the  building  is  now  two  hundred  and  ten  feet  by  forty-live,  three  stories 
high,  and  has  a  wing  forty  feet  s(piare.  There  is  an  engine  and  l)oiler-liouse 
f«)rty-four  by  tliirty  feet,  se|)arate  from  the  main  building.  There  is  a  lifty- 
horH<.-ix>wer  Harris  Corliss  engine,  wliich  su|>plies  the  necessary  power,  and 
the  iKiiler  is  large  enough  to  furnisii  all  liie  heat  recpiired  for  the  entire  build- 
iiiR,  including  the  dry  room.  Tiiis  manufactory  is  furnished  witii  a  full  set 
of  iHdi-nuinnfacturing  machinery,  several  of  the  macliines  and  ihcir  imiuove- 
mciilH  Iming  tlie  result  of  Mr.  Coupe's  ingenuity  and  skill. 

ThcB*'  works  employ  from  fifty  t.j  sixty  hands,  and  they  prepare  an<l  mak»' 
wiuU-  for  tlie  market  in  one  f(irm  or  another  about  2."i, ()()()  hides  vearlv.  The 
jfreat«?r  pro|Mirtion  of  these  hides  are  made  into  lace  leather,  and  this  is  one 
of  the  inrifcHi,  if  not  Hit-  Iniyest  hu-e  leather  manufactory  in  America.  It 
hntt  Imhmj  roiiHtnntly  growinu  and  adding  new  (h-partuH-nts  of  work  for  a 
iiiiuilicr  of  years.  ('•.iipc'H  leather  is  known  everywhere  and  is  considered 
in  tli«  innrkrtN  "equal  to  any  and  superior  to  most  makes."  Tlie  hides 
lino*!  hero  are  .»f  domeHlic  and  Kast  India  slanght.'r  chielly  and  nnist  be  put 
lhroii({|i  M'veral  pr<»eeHHej»  In-fore  they  are  reaily  for  use.  thou-ih  these  are 
fewer  nml   ftinipler  than    by  tin*   old    nietho<ls   of   preparation,  owin«4  to   the 
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introductiou  of  mechanical  imp  rove  meats.  They  are  first  thoroughly  washed 
and  cleaned,  then  put  into  a  preparation  of  lime,  which  expands  the  skin 
and  loosens  the  roots  of  the  hairs  so  they  can  be  easily  removed  ;  then  the 
hides  are  bone  dried,  tlieu  "one  tenth"  moistened,  and  finally  they  are 
subjected  to  the  rawhide  machines  to  be  softened,  which  operation  makes 
them  like  buckskin.  This  process  makes  them  altogether  more  flexible  and 
durable  than  by  the  old  ''tanning"  process.  Machinery  plays  a  far  more 
important  part  now  than  it  did  by  the  old  methods,  and  besides  producing 
better  results  is  a  great  economizer  of  time  and  labor,  many  less  hands 
being  required  to  accomplish  the  same  amount  of  work  than  was  formerly 
the  case. 

A  list  of  the  goods  manufactured  by  this  company  is  subjoined  :  Coupe's 
Patent  P^xcelsior  Raw  Hide  Belting  of  all  widths  from  one  to  forty-eight 
inches,  made  under  the  "  Schultz  Patent";  Coupe's  Patent  Excelsior  Raw 
Hide  Lace  Leather,  prepared  b}'  a  "  mechanical  process  invented  and 
patented  by  Mr.  Coupe " ;  Coupe's  Patent  Excelsior  Raw  Hide  Picker 
Leather,  of  four  or  five  different  weights ;  Excelsior  Green  Hide  Picker 
Leather,  also  made  by  a  process  of  Mr.  Coupe's  invention ;  Excelsior 
Tanned  Lace  Leather ;  Excelsior  Tanned  Picker  Leather,  with  all  lengths 
and  kinds  of  straps  ;  Coupe's  Patent  Excelsior  Raw  Hide  Cut  Lace,  of  six 
widths,  from  one  fourth  to  three  fourths  of  an  inch ;  Excelsior  Tanned 
Cut  Lace  in  the  same  variety;  and  "  Dr}'  Flint  Raw  Hide"  is  furnished 
if  desired.  This  firm  are  in  receipt  of  testimonials  from  many  customers 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  which  show  the  superiority  of  the  goods 
they  manufacture  and  the  satisfaction  these  give  to  purchasers.  This  is  not 
the  only  business  done  in  the  village  of  South  Attleborough,  but  it  is  the 
largest  and  most  extensive. 

SHUTTLE    MANUFACTORY. 

Among  the  earlier  manufactures  was  that  of  power-loom  shuttles.  This  was 
commenced  in  the  fall  of  1827  by  Colonel  Willard  Blackinton  at  the  little  vil- 
lage since  often  familiarly  called  Blackintonville  and  now  forming  a  part  of 
East  Attleborough.  A  few  years  later  Mr.  Blackinton  was  employing  twelve 
journeymen.  About  twenty-five  dozen  shuttles  were  produced  per  w-eek  in 
the  establishment  at  the  rate  of  86  per  dozen.  He  also  supplied  a  large 
amount  of  shuttle  mountings  for  the  use  of  other  shuttle  makers.  The  whole 
amount  of  the  manufactures  of  this  establishment  was  then  about  $10,000 
per  annum.  The  work  had  an  extensive  sale  throughout  the  United  States  — 
in  Maryland,  Georgia,  Virginia,  Delaware,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Ohio, 
and  in  all  the  New  England  States.  Agents  for  the  sale  of  this  article  were 
established  :  at  Pawtucket  (then  in  Massachusetts) ,  George  Mumford  ;  at 
North  Adams,  S.  Burlingame  ;  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  Peter  Grinnell  &  Sou; 
at  Norwich,  Conn.,  Smith,  Goddard  &  Coats;  at  New  York  City,  C.  N. 
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Mills:  at  Troy.  N.  V..  .1.  Meiiitt  .V:  Co.;  at  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  W. 
Almoiul  :  at  Baltimore.  Md.,  Wells  cV  Chace,  etc. 

Subseqiu-ntly  the  business  largely  increased,  and  in  1842  a  firm  was  organ- 
ized uuder  the  name  of  W.  HiArKivroN  &  Sons.  It  is  said  that  when  Mr. 
Blackinton  first  boiian  this  manufacture  he  employed  but  one  man  and  the 
shuttles  sold  for  a  dollar  apiece.  Before  the  late  war  they  were  reduced  as 
low  as  twenty-five  cents  apiece,  but  during  that  time  the  price  advanced  to 
$4..'.()  per  dozen.  At  lirst  the  greater  part  of  the  work  was  done  by  hand 
an.l  prices  were  therefore  high  ;  later,  when  machinery  was  introduced,  work 
could  be  much  more  cheaply  done.  :Most  of  the  wood  for  the  making  of 
shuttles  is  persimmon  or  boxwood  and  comes  from  Georgia  or  North  Caro- 
lina. They  have  also  been  made  of  apple-tree  wood,  but  the  quality  of  such 
is  inferior.  While  in  the  beginning  it  required  twelve  men  to  make  twenty- 
five  dozen  shuttles  in  a  week,  after  machinery  came  into  use  fifteen  men 
could  turn  out  two  hundred  a  day,  or  a  hundred  dozen  in  a  week.  The  pro- 
cesses for  making  this  article  are  varied  and  numerous. 

Four  of  Mr.  Blackinton's  five  sons  were  at  one  time  together  engaged  in 
this  business  with  their  fatiier.  William  was  the  first  to  retire  from  the  firm 
to  take  up  another  occupation,  and  the  death  of  Willard,  .Jr.,  in  1871  made 
a  second  change.  .John  sold  out  his  share  of  the  business  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death  in  1«77,  and  since  that  time  Charles,  the  remaining  brother, 
has  carried  on  the  business  alone.  There  are  constant  orders,  but  they  are 
much  snialh-r  than  in  former  years. 

rilK    WIIITINt;    MAMFACTllUN*;    <<»>M'ANV. 

\\\  must  go  back  nearly  a  half  century  to  find  the  embryo  which  has 
deveh^ped  into  this  large  interest.  In  18U)  Albert  C.  Tifft  and  William  D. 
Whiting  organized  the  firm  of  Tn  rr  iV:  WiiiTixcr  which  was  for  many  years 
well  known  and  among  the  most  prominent  in  town  in  the  jewelry  business. 
Thev  began  in  a  very  small  way  in  a  room  in  a  blacksmith's  shop  on  the 
turnpike  in  North  Attlebontugli.  In  ligliteeri  months'  tin)e  they  needed  more 
Hpace,  and  therefore  they  erected  a  tiuilding  whieli  was  10  feet  by  2."),  two 
sl4>rie»  high,  and  c<iHt  ?Hw().  They  were  by  this  time  employing  thirty  or 
forty  men.  In  1MI7  still  larger  (piarlers  were  demanded  l)y  their  business 
and  they  purchased  the  site  and  privilege  of  the  old  Heaver  Dam  factory  for 
l2.0Un,  and  erected  there  a  stone  factory  'M)  feet  by  lO  and  three  stories  high, 
which  compriHCH  a  portion  of  the  present  (••nnpany's  building  on  the  same 
»|)ot.  When  work  wan  commenced  in  this  \ww  factory  seventy-live  hands 
were  i'lnployed  and  mniw  that  number  was  <loid)led.  Subsi'(|Uently  an  addi- 
tion of  forty  feet  waM  mad<'  to  the  length  of  the  factory  and  in  one  corner 
n  Ntrong  Mtonc  ^afe  waa  built,  m  feet  by  12  and  the  entire  height  of  the  build- 
ing, with  <hM)r»»  in  each  »»tory,  and  this  was  used  as  a  place  of  secure  depo!«it 
for  gooda. 
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This  firm's  manufacture  was  of  gold  goods  —  at  first  hearts  and  crosses 
and  finger  rings  for  both  ladies  and  gentlemen.  At  the  end  of  thirteen  years, 
on  JauuarN^  1,  1853,  Mr.  Tifft  sold  out  his  interest  to  Mr.  "Whiting  for  nearly 
Si 00,000,  so  lucrative  had  the  business  become.  Tifft  &  Whiting  were  the 
first  among  the  jewelers  in  town  to  open  an  office  in  New  York,  and  they 
and  Sackett,  Davis  &  Potter,  of  Providence,  took  offices  there  side  by  side. 
Mr.  Whiting  continued  for  some  years  under  his  own  name,  and  later  the 
firm  was  W.  D.  Whiting  &  Co.  The  business  became  a  very  large  one 
and  offices  were  opened  in  Boston  and  Philadelphia  in  addition  to  the  one  in 
New  York. 

Not  long  after  the  stone  building  was  completed  and  occupied,  the  manu- 
facture of  ladies'  silver  combs  was  commenced  and  to  these  were  added  other 
articles  in  silver,  until  finally  this  branch  of  the  business  became  a  large 
industry  in  itself  and  the  result  was  the  formation  of  The  Whiting  Manu- 
facturing Company.  This  was  accomplished  by  Mr.  Whiting  in  1866  and 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York  "  for  the  manufacture 
of  standard  silver-ware."  The  capital  at  the  organization  was  SlOO,000, 
and  it  was  afterwards  increased  to  $175,000.  This  company  continued  its 
manufacturing  in  the  stone  building  erected  by  Tifft  &  Whiting,  and  for  ten 
years  the}'  employed  as  many  as  one  hundred  and  fifty  hands.  They  pro- 
duced the  finest  quality  of  solid  silverware,  and  the  amount  made  during 
some  years  is  said  to  have  been  $1,000,000  in  value. 

The  company  was  burned  out  in  1875  but  they  immediately  rebuilt  their 
factory  and  one  of  larger  size.  This  building  is  the  present  one,  and  is 
215  feet  in  length.  January  1,  1876,  the  company  opened  a  large  manufac- 
tory in  New  York  City,  and  its  establishment  is  located  at  Broadway  and 
Fourth  streets  there.     It  has  also  a  large  retail  store  in  that  city. 

the  gold  medal  braid  company. 

The  manufacturing  interest  which  this  company  represents  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  town  outside  that  of  jewelry,  and  its  founder  is  one  of  the  pioneers, 
if  not  the  real  founder,  of  this  special  branch  of  industry  in  the  country  — 
the  production  of  "first  class  domestic  braids."  In  1815  hand-looms,  up 
to  that  time  universally  used  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  fabrics,  began  to 
be  abandoned  and  replaced  by  power  looms,  and  a  few  years  later  the 
braider  was  invented  and  introduced.  The  latter  is  said  to  be  a  "  creation  of 
the  brain  "  of  a  native  of  this  town  whose  name  was  Thorpe. ^ 

After  Mr.  Daggett  gave  up  the  manufactui'e  of  cotton  cloth  he  engaged 
in  that  of  shoelacings,  stearine  candle-wickings,  and  later  of  covering  hoop- 


'  He  appears  to  have  been  quite  an  inventive  genius.  A  valuable  machine  for  making  loom  har- 
nesses was  also  the  proiluct  of  his  skill.  This  machine  was  in  use  for  many  years  and  probably  may 
be  so  still. 
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skirl  wiivs.  He  took  up  this  Imsiiu-ss  al)Out  I800,  making  use  of  the  Amer- 
ieau  hraiiU'is  invfuted  bv  Thorpe,  and  kept  on  until  al)Out  the  time  the  war 
broke  out.  wlien  he  turned  liis  attention  temporarily  to  another  occupation, 
thouirh  the  idea  of  makin«r  braid  was  already  beginning  to  work  itself  out 
in  his  mind.  Ip  to  this  time  —  the  eommencement  of  the  Civil  War  —  no 
braids  of  jrood  (piality  had  bi>en  produced  in  the  country.  Those  used  were 
imported  frouj  KuLdand  and  (iermany,  and  to  the  amount  of  over  S3,000,0U0 
worth  yi-arly.  The  manufacturers  who  had  attempted  to  make  them  in  this 
fountrv  liad  found  it  alni(»sl  inipossiblc  to  place  their  goods  on  the  market. 
Jobbers  were  very  unwilling  to  purchase  them,  and  in  order  to  elTect  any  sales 
llie  manufacturers  were  compelled  to  practise  a  deception,  in  making  use  of 
foreiirn  tickets  an<l  lalu-ls.  The  war.  however,  cut  off  importations  and  then 
the  demand  came  for  domestic  wares.  Seeing  that  a  great  opportunity  was 
offerinjj  itself,  Mr.  Daggett  began  to  experiment  and  soon  found  himself 
able  t«»  pnxluce  a  good  braid.  Some  years  previous  to  this  time  he  had 
repurchased  the  Falls  property,  and  during  tiie  first  year  of  the  war,  or  a 
little  later,  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  John  C.  Morse,  of  Boston, 
pluce<l  his  braiders  in  the  stone  mill,  and  commenced  operations.  Mr.  Morse 
supplied  material  and  attended  to  the  sales,  while  INIr.  Daggett  supplied 
inachinerv  and  attended  to  tlie  manufacture  of  the  braids.  The  business 
soon  bfcame  very  successful  and  prontal»le,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  this 
firm  was  largely  supplying  the  consumers  of  the  country.  For  eight  years 
the  profits  were  etjually  divided  between  the  two  partners.  In  IHfiO  Mr. 
Morse  failed  in  his  private  business,  which  was  that  of  a  dry-goods  jobber. 
Mr.  Daggett  found  hinisi'lf  involved  in  this  catastrophe  and  for  a  time,  he 
fearcil,  rather  seriously  ;  but  he  soon  extricated  himself  from  these  dilliculties 
and  commenced  business  again. 

During  the  same  year  he  associated  witli  liiniM-lf  Austin  Dunliani.  of  Ilart- 
fonl.  Conn.,  and  (ieorgc  S.  Mfnilton,  of  New  York.  These  two  gentlemen 
furnished  capital  to  liie  amount  of  .?.")(). 0(10.  and  at  tlic  end  of  four  years, 
when  thf  firu)  was  dissolved,  tliuy  n-ceixfil  o\»-r  8100,000.  with  seven  per 
cent,  interest  on  the  capital  besides  —  a  fact  which  tells  concisely  yet  com- 
pletely what  the  niiccrhs  (»f  this  business  had  again  Ix'cn.  Attiiat  lime  (1'S7.'5) 
Mr.  Daguctt  Injught  the  entire  interest,  and  rcinainctl  sole  owner  and  nian- 
ji}{er  of  the  entire  concern  for  seven  year.>.  In  issd  a  stock  c(»nipanv  was 
f«»nned.  with  the  title  of  Tmk  (Ioi.k  Mihai,  Hicaio  ('<>.  It  has  a  capital  of 
$fi.5,0<K)  which  is  divided  among  seven  stockholders.  .Mr.  Daggett  lias  the 
lar^eHt  interoHt,  ami  in  trenHurer  and  maiuiger.  .Mr.  Harvey  Clap  is  the  onlv 
other  per»on  in  town  hoMing  stock  ;  the  ri-nuiining  live  stockholders  being 
renidentH  of  Honton  and  New  York. 

I'he  mill  in  ir.o  feet  lony,  l."i  fi-i-t  wide,  and  live  stories  high.  It  is  run  bv 
iNith  water  and  ntcam  power.  It  is  furnihhed  with  a  turbine  horizontal  wheel 
eighteen   inclien  in  dinmeler,  and  of  one  hundred   horse-power,  and   is  lie;lited 
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by  electricity  made  in  the  building-.  The  office  is  a  separate  buildino-.  The 
employees  number  a  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  a  large  percentage  are 
women.  At  one  time,  and  for  quite  an  extended  period,  Mr.  Daggett  was 
obliged  to  keep  the  mill  running  night  and  day,  with  two  full  sets  of  work- 
men, to  enable  him  to  fill  his  large  orders.  The  company  manufactures 
worsted  dress  braids,  alpaca  braids,  mohair  coat  bindings,  and  silk,  linen, 
and  cotton  braided  fishliues.  These  are  all  of  the  best  quality  and  have  an 
extensive  sale  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  They  give  entire  satisfaction  to 
all  consumers,  the  fishliues  especially  being  pronounced  of  the  very  best  in 
the  market.  This  is  a  thoroughly  well-established  manufacture,  and  while  it 
has  had  periods  of  remarkable  prosperity,  it  has  had  no  long  periods  of 
depression  or  dullness,  but  has  at  all  times  been  steadily  successful.  The 
company  has  at  piesent  an  annual  business  of  about  $250,000. 

BOX    MANUFACTORIES. 

The  manufacture  of  paper  boxes  was  begun  in  town  about  thirty-six  years 
ago,  by  Hartford  Babcock.  He  commenced  in  Mansfield  about  1851,  and  in 
the  following  3'ear  he  came  to  this  town.  He  had  his  place  of  business  for  a 
time  in  the  Steam  Power  factory,  but  subsequently  removed  to  the  little  shop 
which  his  father,  Daniel  Babcock,  had  used  as  a  carpenter  shop.  It  stood 
opposite  his  house,  where  it  now  stands,  forming  a  portion  of  the  present 
establishment,  near  the  Farmers,  on  the  road  to  the  "  city."  In  1873  the  busi- 
ness required  more  room  than  the  small  building  afi'orded,  and  Mr.  Babcock 
put  up  an  addition  to  it.  At  first  all  the  work  was  done  by  hand,  even  the 
cutting,  the  only  machines  used  being  bookbinders'  shears.  Now  the  entire 
process  is  performed  by  machinery,  with  the  exception  of  the  finishing,  which 
here  is  still  done  by  hand.  The  machines  run  b\'  Mr.  Babcock  put  the  paper 
on  to  the  outside  of  the  boxes,  and  there  are  machines  capable  of  doing  the 
entire  finishing,  but  they  are  very  expensive,  and  the  requirements  of  the 
business  in  this  factory  are  not  sufficient  to  warrant  their  purchase.  Jewelers 
boxes  in  all  sizes  and  styles  have  been  and  are  still  the  specialty.  Th 
business  is  carried  on  under  the  name  of  H.  S.  Babcock,  though  one  of  his 
sons,  Abbott  Babcock,  is  connected  with  it.  It  amounts  to  "about  $2,000 
worth  per  year."  [Abbott  Babcock  has  since  purchased  the  business.  The 
shop  has  recently  been  moved  nearer  the  railroad,  and  stands  nearly  opposite 
the  place  where  the  "  old  company  house  "  stood.  Its  former  site  and  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  adjacent  land  has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  "William  R. 
Cobb,  and  probably  for  residence  purposes.] 

C.  W.  Babcock,  another  son  of  H.  8.  Babcock,  also  took  up  this  same 
business.  He  began  February  1,  1879,  on  East  Street,  North  Attleborough. 
He  has  since  moved  to  No.  25  Elm  Street,  in  the  same  village,  and  is  now 
employing  six  hands.  He  makes  all  kinds  and  styles  of  paper  boxes,  and 
has  a  specialty  for  those  used  by  jewelers. 
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C.VKIUAtiK    MANIFACTOKIES. 

Sipt,'inlHT  I'-.'.  l.">.i.'^,  .lolin  Stanley  com nuMiceil  llio  business;  of  ii  carria^re 
uianufactiirer.  There  was  little  to  encourage  him  at  first,  but  he  finally  suc- 
cee(le«l  in  l)uil(lin,ir  up  quite  a  large  business.  He  built  business  and  express 
wagons  mainly,  but  gave  attention  also  to  the  repairing  and  remodeling  of 
other  vehicles.  He  employe.  1  at  times  fourteen  men,  and  used  steam-power 
in  his  shop,  'riiis  same  line  of  business  is  carried  on  still  at  North  Attlebor-. 
ouch  bv  W.  n.  Stanley,  who  makes  a  specialty  also  of  jewelers'  forging,  and 
there  are  several  shops  of  a  siiiiihir  nature  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

A  numbi-r  of  vears  previous  to  the  war  Enoch  Hailey  established  a 
carriage  manufactory  in  Kast  Attleborough,  which  came  to  be  quite  extensive, 
and  hand.some  vehicles,  chietly  light  double  carriages  and  buggies,  were  made 
there.  Mr.  Hailey  continued  for  quite  a  period  in  the  business,  and  several 
members  of  his  family  were  during  the  time  as.soeiated  with  him  in  one 
capacity  or  another.  He  bnilt  the  large  brick  factory  which  E.  A.  Robinson 
now  owns.  Tliis  was,  wt*  think,  the  first  large  brick  structure  in  the  East 
village.  The  final  result  in  this  establishment  was  disaster  financially,  and 
the  business  was  entirely  closed  up. 

con  IN    TUIMMINt;     MANUKACTOUIKS. 

.lohn  K.  Hronson  and  William  I),  ^\ilmaltll  formed  a  partnership  October 
l."»,  1h64.  as  lii{(»N.soN  A;  Wii.MAKTii.  to  manufacture  cotlin  trimmings.  They 
commenced  operations  at  North  Attleborough.  but  shortly  removed  to  the 
KaKl  village  to  a  shop  on  County  Street,  by  the  bridge,  where  the  business 
lias  continued  ever  since.  On  A|)ril  1,  18(58,  Dr.  Bronson  withdrew  from  the 
firm,  and  .Mr.  Wilrnarth  conducted  the  business  in  his  own  name  until  his 
death.  .March  «i,  1HH2.  the  firm  mune  of  ^\^  1).  Wii.AiAirrii  ^v^  Co.  was 
a»Humed,  the  members  being  the  heirs  of  William  D.  Wilinarth  and  Louis  J. 
I^imb.  The  busineHs  grew  to  be,  tpiite  largi'  .oid  continues  to  be  so  still. 
The  firm  employs  Iwenty-tivf  hands,  and  its  payroll  amounts  to  Sl,'2.')0  a 
nionlli.  The  manufacture  consist.^  of  sheel.-metal  and  gold  and  silver  plated 
collln  trimmings.' 

Smith,  Caui'KNTkh  i>c  Co.  established  a  similar  business  in  1-S70.  They 
are  al  present  in  one  of  the  llati-s  factories.  They  make  sheet-nu'lal  collin 
triniiningH  flnlHhcd  in  gold,  silver,  or  black  enamel.  Tlic  present  members  of 
lhit«  firm  are  (Jrauvillf  II.  ami  Karl  W.  Smith. ' 

'  AM'T  «hr  •l«'!il».  ..f  Mr-    Wllmnrtlt,  wlt|i-li  <H'ium>il  Ui  0«'(<>liiT,  I8'.i:i,  Mr.  Liiiiilt  solil  Ills  .iliarc  In 

mhI  It  riiiiniiiii;H  unilcr  tin-  hiiiiu!  linn  iiaiuc  .•iml  iiiuliT  the 
Wllllnni  11.  uikI  Henry  l>.  Wniniirlh. 

.  <•"!  I>y  Mr.  I.oiiIh  .1.  Liinili.     Mr.  Karl  .Smilli  estaitll.xlicil  a 
'i>iirniii>t  umliT  the    naini'  nf  smith  Ki.kctuu'  (Jo.mi'ANV, 

"-  -         .    -■  iliiiic'l  III*  liitrn-Hl  nnlioaliovc  Coiniiiiiiy  imlll  Its  liiisliics" 

w»«  aolil.    lo  tti«  •uliitnn  of  iwa  ho  scc«|>to<i  n  pnnlllnn  In  LcxIiiKton,  thtx  Stiiic. 
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THE    ATTLEBOKOU(;iI    DYE    WORKS. 

The  founder  of  these  works  was  Robert  Wolfendeu,  who  was  l)oru  in  Hud- 
dersfield,  Yorkshh-e,  England,  December  12,  1824.  Huddersfield  is  one  of 
the  chief  seats  of  the  woolen  manufactures  of  England,  and  has  also  cotton 
factories,  breweries,  chemical  works,  and  d3'e-houses.  In  one  of  the  latter, 
and  one  of  the  largest  dyeing  and  bleaching  establishments  in  the  country, 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  with  one  Samuel  Routledge,  at  its  expiration 
becoming  the  head  dyer  in  the  woolen  and  worsted  department  of  the  house, 
a  position  he  retained  until  he  came  to  this  country. 

He  held  several  positions  at  first  after  his  arrival,  but  finally  settled  with 
Haydeu  &  Saunders,  of  Haydenville,  this  State,  in  a  position  which  he  held 
for  five  years.  He  then  went  to  the  Valley  Worsted  Mills,  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  where  he  remained  about  the  same  length  of  time,  and  when  he  left 
his  position  there  was  assumed  by  his  oldest  son,  .John  W.  ^Yolfenden. 

At  that  time  he  came  to  this  town,  and  on  February  22,  1868,  he  started 
'•The  Attleborough  Dye  Works,  Robert  Wolf enden,  Proprietor."  He  had 
doubtless  at  first  the  usual  experience  of  persons  starting  a  business,  dis- 
couragements as  well  as  encouragements  meeting  his  efforts  ;  but  he  was  a 
persevering  man,  and  his  close  and  steady  application  lo  business  and  rule  of 
sending  out  nothing  but  good  work  reaped  their  due  reward,  so  that  in  a  com- 
paratively short  time  he  had  estalilished  an  assured  and  profitable  trade  in 
his  line.  He  increased  his  works  from  time  to  time  as  the  exigencies  of 
his  business  demanded,  and  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  on  January  1,  1878,  he 
associated  with  himself  his  two  sons,  John  W.  and  Oscar,  as  equal  partners. 
The  firm  name  became  R.  Wolfenden  &  Sons,  but  no  change  in  the  works 
occurred  at  that  time.  The  business  of  the  new  firm  had  soon  increased  so 
largely  as  to  require  the  building  of  additions  to  the  works,  and  in  a  short 
time  the}'  had  become  a  thoroughly  well-established  house. 

Mr.  Robert  Wolfenden,  the  senior  partner,  died  on  May  29,  1883.  Tiiis 
caused  no  change  in  the  firm  name,  the  brothers  continuing  the  business 
under  the  same  title.  During  the  autumn  of  that  year  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  old  building  was  torn  down,  and  a  larger  and  more  convenient  one 
erected  in  the  same  place.  A  new  eighty  horse-power  boiler  was  added  to 
the  works,  which  at  that  time  had  a  capacity  of  about  four  thousand  pounds 
a  day.  The  work  done  includes  the  dyeing  and  bleaching  of  "  woolen  and 
worsted  yarns,  also  braids,  tapes,  hosiery,  plush,  w^ebbing,  etc.,  for  all  pur- 
poses," the  dyeing  embracing  all  the  nesv  and  fashionable  colors  which  a  con- 
stantly changing  market  demands. 

In  1887  the  capacity  of  the  works  amounted  to  some  five  thousand  pounds 
per  day.  These  include  the  main  building,  150  feet  long,  30  feet  wide,  and 
two  stories  high,  of  which  the  lower  floor  is  used  for  preparing,  dyeing,  and 
bleaching,  and  the  upper  floor  for  stock,  drying  and  packing.  An  addition 
to  this  main  building  contains  boiler  and  pump  room,  and   there    are  other 
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liuiKlings,  such  as  store  ami  hlcarli  lioii-ses,  etc.,  with  also  upon  the  place  a 
"  woll-supplietl  sprinir  of  the  best  water  that  can  be  produced  for  this  special 
business."  The  establislnueut  is  situated  just  east  of  County  Street,  on  the 
low  lands  near  the  Ten  Mile  Kiver.  about  iialf  a  mile  from  the  centre  of  the 
villairi'  of  Attlel>orou«rh.  The  business  continues  to  Ite  prosperous  without 
abatement,  and  has  at  times  required  the  employment  of  as  many  as  twenty- 
one  hands. 

There  is  but  one  other  similar  estal)tishment  in  town,  that  of  James  Orr, 
whobc  location  is  tlie  oM  •'  City  Factory." 

SI  SIM'.M'l.l;    MANUFACTORY. 

A  few  veai-s  ago,  two  enterprising  young  men  in  East  Attleborough  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  starting  an  entirely  new  undertaking  in  town,  and  after 
several  months  of  experimenting  K.  P.  Marltle  and  C.  A.  Smith  decided  to 
conunence  tiie  mamifacture  of  a  new  kind  of  suspender.  They  formed  a 
copartnership  under  the  name  of  Tin-;  Diuaislk  Suspender  Company,  and 
on  March  1,  1«.S6,  Ijegan  this  business  in  their  present  location  on  the  upper 
l|(K)r  of  '•  Bates'  new  sliop."  Some  months  previous,  these  gentlemen  had 
taken  out  a  patent  on  their  contemplated  article,  '' The  Adjustable  Durable 
Snspeniler,"  of  whicli  tiiey  ari'  "  tlie  inventors,  patentees,  manufacturers  and 
sole  <»wners." 

A  ilescriplion   of    tiiis    siispemler,   wiitten   Ity  some  one   wlio  had   tried  it 

and  not  foun<l  it  "  wanting,"  is  quoted  :  — 

Tlio  l»iir:il»lf  <oiisi»t^  of  two  ordinary  \svh  l>iuiil>  wliicli  are  attaclieil  tu  nickel-plated  triin- 
iiiink'o.  «lii«li  '<«ii>i»t  of  l)ii(kler<  ill  front  ami  a  huekie  Ijeliind  with  strong,  tasty  eliains  of 
ikIJuhK^I  Itn^rthx  and  i>i-culiar  imttern,  and  a  imtcnted  d('vi<-e  in  the  form  of  ii  spring  button 
loop.  (>n«"  «if  tin-  main  f('aturc«i  wlien-in  tlio  Duraliles  dillVr  from  all  others  is  in  tlie  metiiod 
of  fa»t.  iiiii  ill  I  111-  liack,  without  sewing  or  riveting,  in  such  a  way  that  tiiew-ebs  are  adjustal)le 
and  ii'  le.    This  <iin  he  said  of  no  otiier  susjiender  in  tlie  world,  and  these  points 

nlouc   1 rtli  thi'  cost.     The  wchs  are  eonneeted   at  the  l)aek   by  a  speeially  designed 

iMK'kle,  nnd  eiinnoi  poHxihIy  pull  apart,  and  the  angle  at  whieh  they  are  adjusted  eaii  l)e  ehanged 

l«  lit  any  wlilth  of  ohonlilcrs.    There  are  other  a<l\antagi's  over  suspenders  of  familiar  pattern 

uimI  wi>  think  lhe>  will  Ik-  readily  seen   and  admitted  by  all  who  will   earofidly  examine   the 

Ihir.iKi-     They  nru  ennlly  buttoned  and  unbuttoned;  tlu-y  will  not  soil  the  clothing,  the  tem- 

,  ha\e  a    |MM'uliar  elasticity  \\  hicli  lake,   the  strain    from  the   buttons  in    cases  of 

;. ill.' or  any  unuxual  moxenumt.     The  webs  can  be  reversed  or  changed  if  desired. 

>ii  i|ii|ekly  nnd  ea»ily  be  adju-ted  to  the  webs  of  old  suspenders.     They  feel 

than   the  old  Htyles.     For  laboring  men  who  have   to  buy  suspenders  fic- 

:i  r<*Hl  ecoiiiniiy  to  purchase  the  iMnable,  while  tliose  who  are  looking  only  to 

.  will  llnii  their  want-"  fully  met  by  its  use.    The  chuiiis   are  of  a  style   that 

'  ■  ■•  tlK-ni  to  tlif*  name  iMirable.     The  hultoning   loops  are  made   of  tenii)ered  wire 

•  tli.    dr. It.. I  lintflli-.   by  a   machine,  and   then   bent  Just    the   required   shape   by 

con*tnicied    particularly  f(»r  the   jiurpose.     At  each   end   of  the 

I  '"  I"  a  Hinall  ball,  which  prevents  the  points,  which  would  other- 

**lw  U-  »)i  I  !..»«••  I.  (rum  wiiirliiK  the  cjuthlng.    They  also  serve  as  convenient   helpers  in  Imlton- 

liiK  and  niibiitlonltik'.    The  web«  are  made  e-peelally  for  llie  eomiiany.  which  at   present   is 

manufarturiDK  oni)  (lii'  trhnminK".' 

'  rrom  an  anicto  In  T*»  4lflfhon>'  Ailrttrnir 
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These  suspenders  are  more  expensive  to  make  than  any  others,  because 
unlike  others  the  trimmings  and  not  the  webs  are  the  most  costly  portion.  No 
iron  or  steel  is  used  in  their  composition,  and  in  their  manufacture  skilled 
labor  is  absolutely  necessary  and  to  five  times  the  amount  required  in  the 
making  of  ordinary  trimmings  ;  but  as  they  are  adjustable  to  any  web  "  iu 
one  moment's  time  and  with  no  appliances  except  the  fingers,"  they  would  be 
from  this  fact  alone,  if  from  no  other,  a  superior  article.  They  are  made  in 
three  grades  ;  namely.  No.  1  at  $4.50  a  dozen,  which  is  a  corded  web  of 
twenty-three  strands  of  rubber,  in  white  modes  and  fancy  stripes,  also  in 
"  Jacquard  "  loom  web;  No.  2  at  $6  a  dozen,  also  a  fine  corded  web  of 
twenty-eight  strands  of  rubber  of  different  patterns;  and  No.  3,  a  finer  web 
of  imported  stock,  with  thirty-six  strands  of  rubber  and  six  diffei'ent  patterns, 
sold  for  $7  a  dozen.  Tliese  latter  retail  for  a  dollar  a  pair,  and  this  enables 
the  dealer  to  make  an  excellent  profit.  For  a  still  higher  price  —  $8  a  dozen 
—  the  compauy  will  furnish  this  article  with  "  a  hand  made,  curb  link  chain, 
with  every  link  hard  soldered."  In  this  the  chain  is  made  "exactly  like  the 
l)est  watch  chains,  and  is  very  finely  finished." 

Like  most  inventions  ''of  merit,"  this  at  first  met  with  great  opposition, 
but  the  members  of  the  firm  had  enough  of  the  necessary  perseverance,  and 
what  is  now  termed  "  push,"  to  overcome  the  obstacles  in  their  way,  and  they 
have  already  reached  a  position  which  assures  them  an  established  reputaticni 
and  success.  They  have  twice  been  obliged  to  increase  their  facilities  for 
production,  and  orders  are  increasing  in  a  highly  satisfactory  manner.  A 
patent  has  been  taken  out  in  England,  as  well  as  in  this  country,  and  orders 
from  there  have  been  received.  These  have  also  come  from  France,  South 
America,  Mexico,  West  Indies,  and  Canada.  As  yet  the  manufacture  has 
not  become  very  generally  known  in  the  Western  and  Southern  Stales,  but  it 
doubtless  soon  will  be,  for  under  date  of  December,  1887,  one  of  the  partners 
writes:  "We  have  to-day  received  orders  from  dealers  in  Alabama,  North 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  Illinois,  Minnesota,  Texas,  Maine,  New  York, 
and  last  but  not  least  our  own  Old  Bay  State."  At  the  time  of  the  above 
writing  the  compauy  were  engaged  in  putting  new  machinery  into  their  shop, 
and  they  expected  after  January  1,  1888,  to  be  able  to  turn  out  2,000  dozen 
pairs  of  suspenders  per  mouth. 

It  is  needless  to  enlarge  upon  so  patent  a  fact  as  the  great  importance  of 
introducing,  to  at  least  some  extent,  new  interests  requiring  skilled  artisans 
into  the  now  two  towns  of  Attleborough.  The  success  which  has  so  speedily 
followed  the  commendable  efforts  of  this  firm  may  and  should  stimulate  and 
encourage  other  young  men  to  make  similar  efforts,  though  in  varied  direc- 
tions, for  in  that  way  only  does  it  seem  possible  that  the  future  prosperity  of 
the  two  towns,  in  so  many  ways  still  one,  can  be  assured  to  a  degree  in  any 
w.ay  commensurate  with  the  remarkable  prosperity  of  the  past. 

There  has  alwavs  been  a  varietv  of  manufacturing  carried  on  in  town  on  a 
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Inrger  or  smaller  sonle,  luit  niuny  of  the  estalilislinu'iits  have  had  only  a  brief 
existence,  and  have  tlien  disappeared  entirely  —  in  the  case  of  the  older  ones 
Icavinir  little  more  than  a  memory  behind.  About  1800  there  was  a  small 
sliop  on  the  site  later  occupied  by  the  Tnion  House,  and  here  twelve  Scotch- 
men ciMiducted  a  cotton-weavinu:  business.  They  made  apron  checks  and 
iK'dtickinjj  on  hand-looms.  This  unist  have  been  the  earliest  manufactory  of 
c(»tton  goods  in  town.  Tlusc  men  were  all  from  Scotland  or  the  north  of 
In-land  :  one  of  them.  William  Hiley,  father  of  .lames  Riley,  of  North  Attle- 
iM.roiiirh,  and  another,  Hugh  MacPhcrsoii,  father  of  Daniel  MacPherson 
and  ixraiidfatiitT  of  the  late  Daniel  I'herson,  as  tlie  naiiir  lias  latterly  been 
called. 

There  have  bci'ii  at  least  four  nail  factories,  and  all  on  tlie  Ten  Mile  River, 
anil  it  would  seem  all  in  operation  at  the  beginning  of  this  century.  There 
w:i8  one  in  I'lainville,  —  then  a  part  of  Attleborough,  —  the  Beaver  Dam 
factorv  already  mentioned  :  one  at  the  Falls,  and  the  other  the  Deantown 
factory  where  Kphraim  and  Asa  Dean  made  all  kinds  of  nails.  From,  per- 
haps, 1H()3  or  1804  until  al»ont  seven  or  eight  years  later,  these  appear  to 
have  Ihh'U  the  industries  of  the  town,  and  the  manufacture  of  nails  became  a 
consideralde  one.  Kphraim  and  Asa  Dean  built  the  factory  at  Deantown, 
and  after  it  passed  out  of  their  possession  it  was  converted  into  a  cotton  mill 
by  the  late  Dr.  Alfred  Martin.  Still  later  H.  M.  Daggett  rented  it  for  the 
pur|)ose  of  nniking  yarn  an«l  knitting  cotton,  and  after  that  it  remained 
unoi'cupied  aH  a  manufactory  for  some  years.  Recently  it  has  been  occupied 
liv  n.  1'.  Hi('iiAi{i>s(»N  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  shuttle  iron.  Mr.  Richardson 
and  his  son,  O.  1'.  Richardson,  Jr..  comj)osed  this  firm,  which  was  engaged 
in  tin-  business  up  to  th»'  time  of  the  former's  (Icatii.  The  business  was  never 
a  large  one.  [Its  latest  use  has  bi-en  that  of  a  public  laundry.  The  once 
attnietivi-  liltif  village  surrounding  it  has  almost  passed  out  of  existence. 
The  old  mill  tenement  house,  the  old  Haiiiey  lioiist".  and  recently  the  Dorrance 
Dean  house  have  l>een  destroyed  by  tire.  Tlie  pictures(]ue  i)rettiness  of  the 
phu-c  is  now  gone.  an<l  <»f  its  former  oidtime  peaceful  l)eauty  little  but 
nuHightly  ruins  ren^.ain.J 

It  i«  Knid  till'  nail  factory  at  the  Falls  stood  near  the  upper  end  of  the 
|M»n«l.  ,\l  the  hame  place  gunbarrels  used  to  he  polished,  and  among  those 
nriid  to  be  inlen'Mted  in  that  work  were  Sylvester  Kverett,  -lonas  and  .lames 
KirliBriJHon,  and  Dr.  ThonuiH  Staidey.  There  was  formerly  a  tanneiy  on  the 
north  Hide  of  Kim  Street  in  North  Attleborough.  and  the  vats  oi-eupied  the 
low  gmnndM  near,  by  the  river,  'i'lie  exact  d:it<-  of  its  cxisti-nc-t'  is  not  known, 
or  nnythinj;  of  tlM-  amount  of  laiMiness  it  hail.  Near  this  tannery  was  "  the 
fln»l  nhop  built  on  the  company's  privileges,"  .and  it  was  used  by  David 
Whitit      '  ■  ning  hubs  and  wlu-els. 

Son  .  e  farthei  down  Kim  Street    iron   oi-e  was   found   and  (juarried 

very  early  in  thin  century.      It    was  carried    to  some   adjoining   town   to  be 
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smelted,  but  to  which  one  is  not  told.  This  industry  did  not  continue  long, 
and  nothing  seems  to  be  known  regarding  its  size.  Combs  have  been  made 
at  times,  the  largest  manufacturers  having  been  Tifft  &  Whiting.  In 
addition  to  their  jewelry  business  E.  I.  Richards  &  Co.  made  hooks  and 
eyes  for  a  number  of  \'ears.  This  became  an  occupation  of  considerable 
amount  and  gave  employment  to  many  girls  and  women  in  fastening  the 
hooks  and  eyes  upon  the  cards.  These  were  carried  out  from  the  shop  and 
distributed  in  the  houses  about  the  town,  and  the  work  was  done  there.  For 
a  long  time  many  ladies  and  some  children  were  very  industrious  braiders  of 
straw,  and  some  of  them  sewei's  also.  This  work  was  in  some  instances  a 
means  of  livelihood  aud  in  many  others  as  an  adjunct  to  the  daily  household 
labor  (for  it  was  done  in  tlie  homes)  it  proved  a  convenient  and  agreeable 
method  of  earning  "pin  money."  Straw  manufacturing  was  also  carried 
on  in  East  Attleborough  in  what  used  to  be  called  the  "  Straw-shop,"  now 
Briggs'  Hotel,  on  South  Main  Street,  and  in  another  shop  across  the  rail- 
road. It  continued  for  some  years  and  for  a  time  was  quite  flourisliing,  but 
ended  in  failure. 

Bricks  have  been  made  in  several  places,  it  is  said.  From  1860  to  1870 
Joseph  Eldredge  carried  on  that  business,  making  some  two  hundred  thou- 
sand annually.  They  could  scarcely  have  found  a  very  ready  sale  in  town, 
as  at  that  time  there  were  very  few  buildings  constructed  of  brick,  and  the 
number  is  very  limited  even  now.  The  manufacture  of  glass  buttons  and 
steps  was  commenced  about  1828  by  Richard  Everett,  aud  a  few  years  later 
he  was  employing  four  hands.  Virgil  Blackinton  was  also  manufacturing 
glass  steps  at  the  same  time  and  employed  two  hands.  Jesse  F.  Richards 
and  Edwin  Ellis  about  the  same  time  began  the  business  of  making  brass 
butts  and  castings  and  other  kinds  of  brass  works.  How  long  any  of  these 
establishments  continued  is  not  known.  For  some  years  hoopskirts  were 
made  in  East  Attleborough  by  Ira  M.  Conant  in  a  wooden  building  on 
Railroad  Avenue,  near  where  the  old  depot  stood.  This  was  at  a  compara- 
tively recent  time,  probably  "  about  war  times"  or  later. 

There  are  other  industries  represented  in  town,  but  those  mentioned  com- 
prise the  largest.  There  are  fifteen  or  sixteen  blacksmiths,  a  brush  and  a 
bracket  manufactory,  one  confectioner,  and  one  cigar-maker.  There  are 
two  gristmills  and  a  grain  elevator,  four  harness  and  saddle  makers,  two 
makers  of  knit  goods,  three  machinery  manufacturers, — all  makers  of 
jewelers'  tools,  —  two  picture-frame  makers,  three  printing  and  publishing 
houses,  two  wood-turners,  one  washing-machine  maker,  three  cider  and 
vinegar  makers,  two  of  which  make  native  wines  from  the  grapes  of  their 
own  vineyards,  aud  two  establishments  where  monumental  and  cemetery 
work  is  done.  The  largest  of  these  wine  and  cider  makers  are  H.  K.  W. 
Allen  and  G.  W.  and  A.  L.  Allen,  of  the  western  part  of  the  town.  The 
former  has  been  eno;acred  in  this  business  for  many  years,  and  his  is  one  of 
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consiilerahlo  cxtont.  Uv  lius.  als..  paid  spitial  atti'Dtion  to  the  luakiug  of 
coiimiuniou  wine.  Tliis  is  scut  to  inissiou  stations  in  Egypt,  British  India, 
China,  etc.  There  is  an  agency  at  the  Boaid  of  Foreign  Missions  in  Tre- 
inont  TeinpU'.  Boston,  and  another  in  Proviilence.  This  is  called  an  nnfer- 
uiented  wine,  and  Mr.  AlK-n  makes  also  a  fermented  wine.  This  is  nuich 
used  Id  sickness.  A  !>ilver  medal  and  .liplonia  were  awarded  him  at  the 
Fanners  and  Mechanics  Association  fair  in  October,  1883.  Mr.  Allen  had 
at  one  time  cpiite  an  extensive  vineyard  ;  Imt  a  few  years  since  he  lost  some 
thousantls  of  his  vines,  and  these  have  not  been  replaced.  He  has  never 
made  over  seventy  wiiiskey  barrels  fnll  of  wine  in  one  year,  and  recently 
he  lias  been  makinir  alxmt  half  as  iiiikIi  and  al)oiil  one  half  as  ranch  (or  a 
little  more)  of  the  nnfermented  wine  as  of  the  otiier.  This  business  has 
long  been  locally   very  well  known. 

The  mere  mention  of  the  smaller  enterprises  serves  to  show  that  some  of 
«»nr  ritizens  are  kept  occnpied  in  making  other  things  besides  jewelry,  and 
recent  efforts  to  introduce  still  further  varieties  of  occupation  on  a  larger 
scale  than  for  some  time  previous  give  fair  promise  for  the  future  should  the 
chief  business  begin  to  show  signs  of  failure.  Although  jewelry  is  beyond 
all  comparison  the  industry  of  our  town,  the  scanty  record  here  given  is 
hutlicient  to  show  that  other  and  large  industries  have  had  and  still  have 
a  firm  foothol<l  here,  and  without  that  immense  business  by  which  we  are 
••hielly  distiniruisiied  the  manufactures  of  the  town  could  not  be  called  wholly 
unimportant. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

MANUFACTURES,    CONTINUED.  JEWELRY    MANUFACTORIES,   ETC. 

THIS  great  enterprise,  which  has  assumed  enormous  proportions  and  given 
Attleborough  a  world-wide  reputation,  had  its  commencement  with  the 
very  earliest  manufactures  in  town.  It  was  in  the  year  1 780  that  a  Frenchman 
began  to  make  jewelry  in  North  Attleborough,  but  of  what  kind  tradition 
appears  to  say  nothing.  His  factory  was  the  brick  forge  which  stood  on  the 
site  of  the  old  shop  on  the  premises  of  the  late  Jesse  F.  Richards.  This 
little  factory,  where,  in  connection  with  jewelry,  it  is  said  he  made  brass 
butts,  was  taken  down  in  1810.  Very  little  is  known  of  this  Frenchman, 
not  even  his  name.  He  was  called  "  the  foreigner,"  but  for  what  reason  no 
one  seems  to  know.  It  must  have  been  his  universal  title,  since  his  name 
has  been  entirely  forgotten,  and  very  probably  was  bestowed  upon  him 
because  that  name  was  difficult  of  pronunciation.  The  existence  at  that  time 
of  a  strong  sympathy  between  America  and  France,  which  nation  was  deeply 
interested  in  the  birth  of  our  new  republic,  would  naturally  prevent  any  tinge 
of  opprobrium  from  being  attached  to  the  epithet,  as  has  been  the  case  in 
many  instances.  This  man  was  perhaps  with  one  exception  the  only  "  alien  " 
in  town  at  that  period,  the  other  being  the  Frenchman  Richaud.  living  in 
South  Attleborough. 

To  this  no  doubt  deft  and  clever  stranger  we  must  look  as  the  founder  of 
our  greatest  industry.  His  hand  planted  the  tiny  seed  which  grew  and  multi- 
plied until  it  has  become  a  grove  of  giant  trees,  with  wide  extending  Ijrauches 
whose  blossoms  adorn  not  only  unnumbered  thousands  in  our  own  land,  but 
in  many  other  lands  as  well.  This  business  is  the  bone  and  sinew  of  our 
town's  growth,  the  backbone  of  her  prosperity,  and  in  the  century  of  its 
existence  the  one  small  manufactory  has  increased  more  than  a  hundredfold. 
As  some  one  suggests,  Lafayette's  espousal  of  the  cause  of  the  colonies  may 
have  turned  the  attention  of  his  fellow-countrymen  to  America,  for  it  was 
during  the  days  of  the  Revolution  that  the  Frenchman  came  here  and  began 
to  work.  For  the  first  fifty  years  the  progress  of  the  industry  thus  begun 
was  very  slow.  Its  marvelously  rapid  growth  has  been  in  the  second  fifty 
years,  and  notably  during  the  latter  half  of  the  second  half-century. 

To  show  what  advancement  had  been  made  at  the  end  of  fifty  years,  the 
account  prepared  for  the  author's  previous  work  on  the  town  is  transcribed 
verbatim  :  — 

"  Manufactory  of  Jewelry  —  Drcy^e/,  Tifft  &  Co.  —  commenced  in  1821. 
Thev    now    manufacture,    annually,    to   the    amount    of    $15-20,000    worth. 
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They  euiplov  from  1-'  to  l.'>  liaiuls  —  part  of  them  females.  The  building 
otfupieti  for  this  husincss  is  two  stories  high,  40  feet  hy  22.  Sales  of  tlie 
iimmifacture  are  made  principally  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  They 
formerly  carried  on  to  a  large  amount  the  manufacture  of  Patent  Brass  Door 
Ketches  or  Fasteners.  The  estahlishment  is  located  on  the  Turnpike  near 
Hatch's  Hotel. 

*'  Htrvcv  M.  Hichards  has  established  a  .Icwelry  Shop  near  the  Union 
HiHise  on  the  Turnpike,  —  manufactures  a  variety  of  articles,  watch  keys, 
finger  rings,  guard  chains,  breast  pins.  &c.  —  commenced  in  1831  — employs 
12  hanils  — 3  females.  —  Amount  of  manufacture  about  $8,000  per  year. 
The  building  is  2  stories,  32  feet  liy  IC.  He  rents  another  shop  on  the  same 
r«)ad,  wiiich  employs  ."»  workmen. 

"  Samuel  Phillips'  Jewelry  Shop,  near  the  city,  —  employs  about  (J  liands  — 
manufactures  the  usual  variety.  Alfred  Barrows  has  also  established  a  work- 
shop of  the  same  kind. 

'•  Richards  «&  Price  have  a  .Jewelry  Shop  —  coniiuenced  in  1830  —  employs 
6  lianils  —situated  between  the  Turnpike  and  the  Falls  P'actory. 

"  Dennis  Kverett's  .lewelry  Shop  —  commenced  l)usiness  in  1831  — employs 
now  4  liantls." 

After  the  Frenchman  the  lirst  lirm  was  formed — that  of  Colonel  01)ed 
Roi»insoii,  Ht  Hobinsonville.  His  shop  was  the  first  one  ever  erected  ex- 
pressly f(jr  this  manufacture  in  town.  It  was  "  the  little  yellow  house,"  still 
reniendx'red  l>y  many,  which  stood  opposite  the  i)resent  residence  of  Mr. 
K.  F.  Simmons,  an<l  is  now  remodeled  into  a  French-roofed  cottage.  There 
Hi-em  to  have  bi'eu  sirveral  nieniliers  in  this  firm,  Itiit  whether  all  at  the  same 
time  is  not  known.  Besides  Obed  Robinson  there  were  Otis  Robinson,  his 
brother,  Milton  Barrows,  grandfather  of  Mr.  H.  F.  Barrows,  and  Mark 
Baldwin.  —  prominent  in  the  famous  rille  corps,  —  who  were  connected  with 
it.  TluH  firm  commenced  operations  al)out  l^*i>7.  and  made  cliielly  carbon 
jewelry.  In  its  eujploy  was  one  David  Brown,  wlio  was  called  "a  skilled 
workn)an  in  that  art."  Perhaps  lie  had  lieen  taught  tlie  trade  by  "  the 
foreiyncr." 

The  next  eNtabli.shnienl  was  tlial  of  .Manning  Kichaiils,  wlio,  about  \S\U. 
Iniilt  a  little  shop  on  his  faru)  "  .'It  the  head  of  the  Cumberland  Road."  He 
conducted  buHinesh  alone,  and  was  siu-cessfid  for  a  number  of   vears. 

Next  c«MneN  the  firm  of  Dkai-ku.  Tikkt  A:  ('o.  The  original  members 
were  .loHiali  Draper,  .Inlm  Tillt,  and  Ira  Ricliards,  and  as  has  been  stated 
Ihf  firm  waH  formed  in  IH2I.  i'he  account  above  given  shows  that  in  a  few 
yciUH  «|nit<'  a  (h-yree  of  hucccsh  had  been  attained.  During  the  year  1H34 
Ira  Kichnrdit  withdrew  from  this  firm  to  form  anoiln-r  with  his  son  and  ne|)iiew, 
ond  he  wfiH  Hucreedi'd  by  Ccorge  Horr.  The  same  name  continued  until 
I>1.'#0.  In  that  year  Mr.  Horr  withdrew,  and  .losepii  T.  Baton  took  his  place. 
The  Ufinie  wa.««  then  chnnged   tn   !)uAir.i!,    In  i  i    \    B\<i.n.      In    18.")1    .John 
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Tifift  died,  and  soou  after  a  new  firm  was  formed  with  Frank  S.  Draper. 
Frank  L.  Tifift,  and  James  D.  Lincoln  as  partners,  under  the  original  name 
of  Draper,  Tifft  &  Co.  The  next  change  was  in  1859,  when  F.  S.  Draper 
went  out  of  the  firm  and  the  name  became  Lincoln,  Tifkt  &  Bacon. 
Previous  to  this  time  the  business  had  been  moved  to  Plainville.  In  18G2  in 
order  the  better  to  comply  with  the  internal  revenue  laws,  the  Plainville  name 
was  changed  to  J.  F.  Bacon  &  Co.,  and  the  New  York  name  became  Lin- 
coln, Tifft  &  Co.  This  arrangement  continued  until  1877,  when  Frank  L. 
Tifft  died.  No  change  of  names  was  effected,  however,  until  three  years 
later,  in  1880,  when  Harland  G.  Bacon,  the  son  of  J.  T.  Bacon,  and  Dan. 
Schofield,  formerly  salesman  in  the  New  York  office,  were  admitted  to  the 
firm,  which  then  assumed  the  name  of  Lincoln,  Bacon  &  Co.  This  name 
it  still  retains,  and  continues  to  conduct  its  business  in  Plainville. 

The  original  firm  was  the  first  notable  one  in  town,  and  it  became  one  of 
the  largest,  if  not  the  very  largest  of  its  day,  in  the  country.  It  may  be 
said  to  have  had  an  existence  of  fifty-six  years,  from  1821  till  1877,  when, 
by  tlie  death  of  Mr.  Frank  Tifft,  the  last  representative  of  the  original 
founders  was  removed,  though,  as  has  been  seen,  his  name,  one  of  the  old 
familiar  ones,  was  retained  until  some  years  later. 

Richards  &  Price,  already  mentioned,  was  the  next  firm  to  organize. 
The  members  were  Calvin  Richards  and  George  Price.  They  continued  but 
a  few  years.  The  shop  they  built  in  1830,  opposite  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Price,  was  a  very  large  one  for  that  date,  and  was  the  third  one  erected  in 
town.  S.  8.  Daggett  was  a  later  partner,  but  the  old  firm  entirely  ceased  to 
exist  with  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Price  in  18.56.  Mr.  Richards  after  his 
retirement  built  a  shop  where  Mr.  Abiel  Codding  now  lives,  and  continued 
there  in  the  same  business. 

Next  in  date  was  Dennis  Everett,  Avho  began  in  1831  at  South  Attlebor- 
ough,  with  Otis  Stanley  for  a  partner.  They  made  watchchains  and  keys. 
After  a  short  time  this  firm  removed  to  North  Attleborough,  and  took  a  room 
in  Calvin  Richards'  shop.  When  Mr.  Stanley  retired  is  not  known,  but  about 
1836  Mr.  Everett  built  a  shop  for  himself,  had  Isaac  Bailey  for  a  partner 
for  a  time,  and  finally  changed  his  business  to  the  making  of  eye-protectors, 
and  glass  steps  for  cotton  frames.  This  business  has  no  representative  in 
existence. 

E.  Ira  Richards  &  Co.  is  the  oldest  firm  in  town,  though  it  exists  at 
present  under  a  name  of  comparatively  recent  date.  It  began  in  1833,  when 
Hei-vey  M.  and  Edmund  Ira  Richards  formed  a  partnership  under  the  name 
of  H.  M.  &  E.  I.  Richards.  In  1834  the  name  was  changed  to  Ira  Rich- 
ards &  Co.  by  the  entrance  of  Ira  Richards.  In  1836  H.  M.  Richards 
retired,  and  George  Morse  and  Virgil  Draper  became  members,  the  name 
remaining  unchanged.  In  1841  the  two  last-named  gentlemen  withdrew,  and 
Abiel  Coddins  entered  the  firm.     The  original  building  erected  by  this  firm 
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not  lnn<;  aftor  its  fstuhlisliment  stood  about  wlu'ie  tbe  present  one  stands. 
The  seconil  on«'  was  l»nilt  on  to  tlie  lirst  al»out  forty  years  ago,  and  the  present 
one.  prnlmhly  not  far  from  twenty  years  old,  is  as  hirge  as  any,  if  not  the 
largest,  in  town. 

In  isi.-),  .Ml  the  deatli  of  :\Ir.  Ira  Hichards.  .1.  1).  Richards  lu'i-ame  partner 
in  his  father's  phice.  Tiiis  tirni,  consisting  of  the  Richards  brothers  and 
Mr.  CtxUling,  continncd  unchanged  for  thirty  years,  and  it  was  during  their 
copartnership  tliat  the  great  business  of  the  concern  was  built  up.  In  1875 
this  lirm  was  dissolved,  but  a  new  one  was  at  once  organizeil,  consisting  of 
K.  I.  Richards.  F.  U.  and  Charh's  I.  Richards,  and  E.  I.  Richards,  Jr., 
under  tlie  nanje  of  K.  1i;a  Rkmakds  &  Co.  Since  the  death  of  Ira 
Richards  tliu  familiar  name  has  always  l»een,  and  often  is  still,  E.  I. 
Rt<  ii.\Ki»s  »&  Co.,  though  the  present  title  gives  the  second  name  of  the 
former  chief  partner  in   full. 

In  1><«2  C.  I.  Richards  retired  and  the  death  of  iNIr.  E.  Ira  Kichards 
occurred.  In  1H83  Lticy  M.  Richards  became  a  member  of  the  lirm.  In 
l.s«7  F.  H.  Ricliards  retired,  and  the  firm  now  comprises  E.  Ira  and  Lucy 
M.  Ricliards.  Five  of  the  gentlemen  ff)rmerly  connected  with  this  firm  are 
dead;  namely,  Messrs.  Ira.  H.  M.,  and  E.  1.  Richards,  and  Messrs.  Morse 
and  Draper.      [.Mrs.  Richards  has  since  died.] 

This  company  has  always  condncte<l  its  manufacturing  upon  the  same 
spot  in  North  .\ttleborough.  It  has  ollices  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
San  Francisco.  It  has  lia<l  no  specialties,  but  since  becoming  thoroughly 
e.slaltlished  has  manufactured  a  complete  line  of  rolled  plated  jewelry.  For 
many  years  tlie  firm  was  the  largest  in  town  and  for  a  long  periotl  far 
outranked  all  others,  as  it  employed  an  average  of  from  two  hundred  to  two 
hundreil  and  twenty-live  hands.  These  figures  refer  to  a  period  wlien  lirms 
were  much  fewer  in  nunibei-  than  they  are  now  ;  and  tliev  are,  thert-fore, 
comparatively  nnich  larger,  though  evi-n  at  the  present  time  there  are  but 
one  «»r  two  establishments  that  give  employment  to  so  large  a  nnmlier  of 
wiirkiiieii.  The  HUperiority  of  its  goods  is  un(|iiestioiiabU',  and  coniliiniiig 
variety  and  jj«iod  fpnilily  these  have  never  been  e\c«'lled  in  any  of  our 
niainifactories.  I-'roni  the  very  first  it  has  been  prosperous,  its  lirst  suc- 
ceHM-h  almoHl  unprecedented,  anil  its  prosperity  has  continued  through  fifty 
yeaiH  without  Hcrious  interruptions.  Its  widespread  and  high  reputation  has 
\wvn  well  earned  ;  it   holds  a  most   important    place  in  the  business   history  of 

tlii»  town,  and  mo  lonjr  as  jewelry  is  ct ecte<l  with  the  name  of  Allleborough, 

»*^>  lonn  will  the  fame  of  ''  K.  I.  Ri«  \\w,\>^  ^  Co.  "  be  remembered. 

Stki-iikn    Rkiiau \   iV   (  o.      In    \s\\\\   ,,y    \s:\-   ihis   liiMi    was    oigani/.ed, 

StepJMMi  UirhardHoii  and  .Vbiel  C(»dding  being  its  mendu'rs.  Their  lirst  shop 
wan  a  lilth*  buihliii^  on  the  Houth  side  of  Elm  Street,  near  the  Ten  Mile 
HiviT,  put  up  »iy  Mr.  UichnnUon  at  a  cost  of  8l()(i.  .uid  they  employed 
ten  hnniU.      Mr.  ('(Mldjnii   left   the   firm    in    \x'.\\).      In    IHIO   Mi .    b'iiliaidson 
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moved  to  Calviu  Richards'  shop,  ou  the  site  where  Mr.  Coddiug's  house 
now  stands,  and  the  working  force  was  doubled.  Three  years  later  he 
made  another  move  :  to  Draper,  Tifft  &  Co.'s  shop  near  Hatch's  tavern. 
Previous  to  this  removal  David  Capron  hud  become  his  partner  under  the 
style  of  Stephen  Richardson  &  Co.  ;  but  at  this  time  he  retired  and 
Samuel  R.  Miller  took  his  place,  and  the  name  was  changed  to  Richardson 
&■  Miller. 

At  that  period  it  was  the  custom  for  someone  to  take  the  goods 
manufactured  and  travel  about  the  country  to  sell  them  and  this  firm  was 
very  successful  in  tliat  way.  Their  quarters  soon  liecame  too  limited  and 
in  1848  Mr.  Richardson  built  a  new  shop  40  feet  by  30,  and  two  stories 
high.  Here  forty  hands  were  employed  and  the  business  done  became  so 
large  as  to  soon  demand  a  doubling  of  facilities.'  Many  of  the  firms  used 
to  exhibit  their  goods  in  the  rooms  of  the  old  Western  Hotel  in  New  York, 
but  in  1854  Mr.  Miller  opened  an  office  for  this  one  at  No.  21  Maiden 
Lane.  He  withdrew  in  1856  and  Mr.  Richardson  was  alone  for  two  years 
or  more.  In  1859  his  son  Clarence  H.  Richardson  became  his  partner,  and 
the  name  became  Stephen  Richardson  &  Son.  The  New  York  office  was 
changed  to  No.  177  Broad v,  ay  and  one  opened  in  Philadelphia. 

In  1870  the  factory  was  burned  and  another  built  immediatel}'  and  much 
larger,  where  a  hundred  and  thirty-five  hands  were  employed.  A  large  trade 
with  Cuban  and  Eluropean  ports  was  established.  Mi-.  Richardson's  death 
occurred  in  1877  and  since  that  time  the  son  has  continued  the  business 
under  the  same  name.  In  1882  the  firm  was  again  burned  out  and  room 
for  the  manufacturing  was  found  in  Whiting's  building.  For  about  twenty- 
five  years  this  company  has  made  a  gi'eat  variety  of  articles — chains  and 
novelties  in  gold,  silver,  copper,  or  brass  —  anything  the  market  called 
for.  This  was  the  first  of  our  firms  to  ship  goods  to  Europe  and  a  few 
years  ago  it  began  to  ship  to  Japan,  the  first  and  only  one  in  town  to  send  to 
that  country.  This  has  been  a  very  large  and  exceptionall}'  successful 
establishment.      [Has  passed  out  of  existence.] 

About  1837  W.  H.  Robinson  began  his  career  in  this  vocation  in  the  old 
button  shop  at  West  Attleborough.  During  the  same  year  he  built  a  brick 
shop  upon  his  own  farm  in  that  vicinity.  S.  L.  Daggett  had  become 
a  partner  at  that  time,  and  the  firm  name  was  Daggett  &  Robinson. 
When  Mr.  Daggett  retired  is  not  known,  but  William  Guild  became  a 
member  in  1840  and  in  1850  the  name  became  Robinson  &  Co.  This  firm 
at  one  time  had  quite  a  large  business  and  employed  as  many  as  forty  hands. 
Mr.  Robinson  remained  a  partner  until  about  the  time  of  his  death.  In 
1868  the  firm  consisted  of  his  three  sons,  D.  H.,  E.  A.,  and  W.  H. 
Robinson,  Jr. 

Edwin  A.  Robinson  retired  in  1870  and  went  to  Providence.  He  came 
from  there  to  East  Attleborough  in  1875,  bought   "  the   Bailey  property," 
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ami  luiilt  a  larsje  brick  factory  tivo  stories  hiirh,  inoluaiuij  the  basement. 
He  occupies  one  tloor  himself  an.l  makes  a  variety  of  specialties,  such  as 
plateil  rings,  chains,  collar  buttons,  scarfpins,  studs,  lacepins,  etc.  He 
has  within  a   few  years  built  another  large  factory. 

Daniel  H.  Koliinson  still  continues  the  manufactory  under  the  old  name 
of  UoHiNsox  &  Co.,  an.l  in  the  same  brick  shop  Iniilt  by  his  father,  one 
of  the  oMest  in  town.  His  specialty  is  fine  '-foil  stone"  scarfpins,  studs, 
and  drops. 

llv^wAKi)  vS:  HKi«i(;s.  now  IIa^waim.  &  Swekt.  This  is  cue  of  the 
oldot  companies  extant.  Tlic  senior  member  of  the  former  firm,  the  late 
diaries  K.  Ilavwanl.  was  among  the  pioneers  in  jewelry  manufacturing 
in  Kast  .Vttleborough.  In  is.')!  lie  came  from  North  Attleborough  to  the 
Mechanics,  where  witli  Aivliil)ald  Thonipson,  S.  M.  Lewis,  and  S.  N. 
CarjHMiler  he  stsirted  a  company  under  the  name  of  Thomp.son.  IIavwakd 
&  Co.  This  was  after  the  Carpenters  had  suspended  operations  in  the 
cotton  uiill  and  while  their  aflairs  were  in  process  of  settlement.  The  two 
last-named  gentlemen  retired  in  about  four  years  and  Mr.  Thompson  at  the 
same  time  or  s«w)n  after,  for  in  IH.").")  Mr.  Ilayward  associated  with  himself 
Mr.  .lonathan  Hriggs,  they  together  forming  the  well-known  firm  of  Havwaud 
&.  HuKHi-,  the  name  and  partnership  continuing  for  thirty  years. 

In  1H.V.»  the  firm  was  burned  out  in  the  Steam  Power  building  fire.  This 
fire,  which  burned  four  shops,  occurred  in  the  night,  and  before  morning 
Mr.  Ilayward  had  hired  a  place  to  which  he  removed  the  business  tempo- 
rarily, until  the  new  Steam  Power  Company's  building,  innnediately  erected, 
was  in  readini'ss.  In  \Hi:\  the  firm  erected  the  large  shop  known  as 
llavward's  building,  a  part  of  which  they  occupied,  and  where  their  suc- 
resHors  still  n-main.  No  firm  in  town  ever  gained  a  better  reputaticMi  than 
this  one,  and  that  good  reputation  lias  been  steadily  maintained.  Fine 
plated  gfMtdH  in  great  variety  have  been  m.-ide  by  tiieni  and  their  quality 
can  be  best  de.seribe<l  by  the  statement  that  only  1>!  k.  gold  was  used 
ill  their  projluction,  the  gotuls  proving  always  and  strictly  what  the}' 
piirportnl  to  be.  Theirs  was  for  many  years  the  largest  and  most  imi)ortant 
bu»ine»t»  in  the  Ka^t  vilhige.  It  gave  employment  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  workmen  and  suppli«'d  an  extensive  market  witli  both  handsome  and 
Hiilminiitial  g<HM|«*.  These  wer»'  sold  in  New  York  undei-  eliarge  of  Mr. 
Hringt».  who  ri-HidiMJ  tlu-re,  while  Mr.  ll:iyward  hail  rutire  supervision  of 
the  iiiiinu factory  here. 

In  .Inly.  IHM.'i,  thf  old  firm  was  ibssolved  and  \\  :dti  i  \\.  ilavwar<l  became 
ai»i»o<'tiit«'(l  with  his  father,  under  the  name  of  C.  \\.  Mavwakd  ct  Co. 
In  May,  iHHfi,  Mr.  Ilayward  di«M|  and  the  son  continued  alone,  until  in  IS.S7 
Cieortje  L.  Sweet  iH-caim-  liin  p-utiirr  and  tin-  picsent  name  of  llA^wAl;l) 
«,V   Swr.r.T  wnn  nMHUined. 

IIatwaiih  &   UwHajt  trained  a  gem'iati<tii   in    the   art   of  jcwcliy  making. 
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and  the  name  will  be  remembered  as  a  synonym  of  justice,  honesty,  and 
probity  in  mercantile  transactions  in  the  annals  of  our  great  industry  through 
many  a  coming  generation. 

B.  S.  Freeman  &  Co.  The  first  name  of  this  firm  was  Fueeman  & 
Bro.,  its  members  Benjamin  S.  and  Joseph  J.  Freeman,  and  their  busi- 
ness was  established  in  1847  in  a  portion  of  their  father's  house  at  the 
Falls.  They  began  with  twenty-five  hands,  or  thereabouts,  and  continued 
for  several  years  in  that  place  and  then  moved  into  the  shop  next  the  Falls 
mill,  which  had  been  built  for  them.  About  18.55  Virgil  Richards  became 
a  member  of  the  firm  and  Co.  was  added  to  the  name.  In  1858  property 
was  purchased  at  Robinsonville  and  at  once  occupied,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  brothers  bought  out  Mr.  Richards  and  resumed  the  former  name.  They 
began  soon,  and  among  the  earliest  in  town,  to  make  rolled  plated  goods, 
vest  chains  being  one  of  their  specialties.  After  moving  to  Robinsonville 
they  commenced  the  manufacture  of  curb-chains. 

J.  J.  Freeman  bought  an  imported  curb-chain  and  after  making  many 
experiments  he  reached  the  desired  result  in  constructing  machinerv  to 
make  rolled  plated  curb-chains  successfully.  These  were  the  first  made  in 
Attleborough  and  were  known  as  "Freeman's  curb-chains";  they  were 
made  in  large  quantities  and  sold  extensively.  In  1860  the  firm  became 
Freeman  &  Co.,  and  soon  after  a  temporary  change  was  effected  in  the 
kind  of  goods  manufactured,  a  change  wdiich  was  demanded  by  the  war. 
Articles  were  made  which  were  needed  for  soldiers'  use,  such  as  war  badges, 
brass  chains,  and  even  military  buttons. 

In  1879  Joseph  J.  Freeman  died,  and  the  name  was  changed  to  the  present 
one  of  B.  S.  Freeman  ^  Co.  Mr.  Freeman  was  an  ingenious  man,  pos- 
sessing many  ideas  of  his  own  and  naturally  an  inventor.  He  was  clever 
in  making  designs  and  had  the  mechanical  skill  necessary  to  execute  them. 
Much  of  the  credit  for  the  large  measure  of  success  attained  by  this  com- 
pany is  due  to  him.  B.  S.  Freeman,  Jr.,  was  admitted  to  the  firm  in  1882, 
and  no  further  changes  have  occurred.  Solid  rolled  plate  goods  is  the  make 
of  this  firm,  chiefly  chains  and  bracelets,  and  prosperity  has  attended  it 
from  the  beginning.  When  business  is  brisk  from  fifty  to  sixty  hands  are 
employed,  and  sometimes  a  larger  number.  Its  New  York  office  is  at  194 
Broadway . 

J.  F.  Sturdy  &  Co.  started  soon  after  Freeman  &  Bro.  3Ir.  Sturdy 
had  previously  been  in  business  in  Providence,  first  as  a  maker  of  dies  and 
later  of  jewelry,  with  his  brother,  James  H.  Sturdy,  and  while  they  were 
together  there  they  discovered  the  process  of  making  what  is  now  called 
rolled  or  stock  plate.  They  came  to  Robinsonville,  and  on  September  7, 
1849,  the  company  was  organized  as  Draper,  Sturdy  &  Co.  and  consisted 
of  J.  F.  and  J.  H.  Sturdy  and  Herbert  M.  Draper.  They  introduced  the 
'  manufacture  of  rolled  gold  plated  stock  and  jeioelry  into  the  town  of  Attle- 
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horou^'b.  Thev  also  geiu'n.usly  iinpartiHl  to  certain  otlier  jewelers  a  knowl- 
eilue  of  their  process  of  making  this  rolled  plate,  which  was  speedily  acted 
upon,  and  the  result  has  heeii  a  very  general  adoption  of  their  method. 

S.ptiMulier  r..  IHfiO.  J.  H.  Stnrdy  retired,  and  September  16,  1851,  James 
A.  Mason  entered  the  linn.  Some  further  changes  took  place,  and  finally 
.).  A.  I'.-rry  and  I".  I  >oll  lieeame  associated  with  Uv.  Sturdy  under  the 
present  si  vie  ..f  .1.  V .  Shuly  i^  ('<».  They  in  IHOl  began  manufacturing 
curb-chains  of  rolled  plat.'.  This  partnership  ended  in  about  a  year,  and 
Mr.  Sturdy  reniained  in  the  business  alone  for  thirteen  years.  In  1875  his 
son  Fre«lerick  K.  became  associated  with  him,  and  in  1879  his  two  other 
sons,  Ilerbort  K.  and  Frank  M.  Sturdy,  continuing  the  name  assumed  in 
\H{\\.  These  four  gentlemen  are  still  the  members  of  this  firm,  which, 
throuiih  it*i  continuance  of  almost  forty  years  at  what  is  now  the  Falls,  has 
done  a  fair  business  and  been  steadily  successful. 

F.  (1.  WiiiTSKV  cV  Co.  F.  G.  Whitney  and  K.  W.  Davenport  formed 
this  firm  in  1.^19  and  began  operations  in  a  l»uilding  now  standing  on  East 
Street,  North  Attleborough.  In  l.s.'i'i  tiiey  built  and  occupied  the  shop 
which  later  became  the  carriage-shop  of  .Iohn  Stanley  «&  Son.  Heury 
Dunster  subsequently  entered  the  firm,  and  in  1853  Mr.  Davenport  with- 
drew. In  b^5'.t  new  (piarters  were  taken  in  E.  1.  Richards'  factory,  and 
Kliakiui  Kice  was  a<lniitted  to  partnership,  remaining  till  1871,  when  he 
retired.  About  tiiat  time  the  present  firm  name  was  adopted  ;  but  what 
it«  previous  titles  were  the  writer  does  not  know.  In  1873  the  l)usiness 
wa.s  movj'd  to  the  Company's  factory,  and  it  became  very  flourishing,  the 
employei's  numliering  all   the   way   from  one  to  two  hundred. 

In  \Hl\'i  Mr.  Wliiinry  Imilt  a  large  factory  for  himself  at  Davis'  bridge, 
CiieHtnut  .Street,  one  hundred  and  lifty  feet  by  thirty-live,  and  three  stories 
ill  height.  This  was  subsef|uently  burned  and  immediately  rebuilt.  The 
btihineHM  is  at  present  contliictetl  by  (leorge  li.  and  Edwin  F.  Whitney,  sons 
of  the  founder  of  the  firm.  The  goods  of  the  old  lirni  were  of  brasswork, 
everv  kin<l  of  fancy  gotuls  and  novelties  called  for  by  the  caprices  of  the 
market.  TIm-  manufacture  at  present  is  (jxidized  and  silver-plati'd  articles 
—  lacepiuH,  cufT-bultons.  clasps,  buckles,  bracelets,  liairpins,  and  collaiettes, 
nn<l  alno  a  j^reat  variety  of  articles  in  lire-gilt  and  clcctid-phitf.  Tiiis  was 
aMioii({  the  earliexi  cHtablishnients  where  ini'X)>ensive  jewelry  was  nianu- 
fneturetl,  and  it  sup|tlieM  both  a  foreign  and  domestic  market.  It  has  an 
olllce  on  Ilromlway,   New   York.      ['I'his  firm   lias  ccastMl   to  exist. J 

WiiiTK  l^t  .Shaw.  This  is  the  oldest  representative  of  tlie  jewelry  tratle 
ill  South  Attleborough.  'Ihe  firm  was  <»rganized  in  IM52  and  is  tlu'  oldest 
ill  town  U'Hriiig  a  never-changed  name.  At  first  the  manufactjuc  was  of 
hrnj»»»  Jewelry,  but  for  muiie  lime  has  been  that  of  jewelers*  findings.  The 
nhop  iit  a  little  out  of  the  centre  of  the  vill.-ige.  In  the  ordinary  good  cou- 
ititioim  of  bUMineHM  tlie  einployceH  here  number  ten  to  twelve. 


HISTOBY   OF  ArTLEBOnOUGH.  375 

H.  F.  Bakrom's  &  Co.  This  firm  bears  the  name  it  bore  originally,  the 
addition  of  "  Co."  excepted,  and  during  the  thirty-five  years  of  its  existence 
has  had  but  one  other  change.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  largest  in  the 
town.  The  senior  member,  Henry  F.  Barrows,  began  for  himself  in  1853 
in  the  old  shop  near  the  Braid  mill,  or  Falls  factory.  The  following  j'ear 
James  H.  Sturdy  entered  into  partnership  with  him  under  the  style  of 
Barrows  &  Sturdy,  and  in  1856  they  removed  to  the  Richards  factory  in 
North  Attleborough.  In  1857  Mr.  Sturdy  withdrew,  and  Louis  A.  Barrows 
and  E.  S.  Richards  entered  the  firm,  which  took  the  name  of  H.  F.  Barrows 
&  Co.  Louis  A.  Barrows  died  in  1860.  In  1862  or  186.3  Mr.  Richards 
retired  and  for  more  than  twenty  years  thereafter  H.  F.  Barrows,  Sr.,  con- 
stituted the  firm,  though  his  tw^o  sons  as  they  became  old  enough  became 
connected  with  the  business.  On  January  1,  1887,  they  were  both  admitted 
to  the  firm,  whose  members  now  are  H.  F.,  Ira,  and  H.  F.  Barrows,  Jr. 

About  1862  the  firm  removed  to  their  own  manufactory  on  Broad  Street, 
where  they  still  remain.  Mr,  Barrows  commenced  with  from  six  to  ten 
workmen,  and  now  the  average  number  in  his  firm's  employ  is  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  with  sometimes  an  increase.  With  the  association  of  the 
last-named  partners  the  old  custom  of  monthly  payment  of  wages  was 
changed  to  semi-monthly,  a  custom  adopted  frequently  at  the  present  time. 
Mr.  Barrows  began  among  the  earliest  to  make  rolled  plate, — doubtless 
from  his  association  with  Mr.  Sturdy,  —  and  no  change  has  since  been  made 
in  the  character  of  the  manufacture,  which  is  the  best  of  its  kind.  Great 
varieties  and  many  patterns  of  goods  have  been  made  to  respond  to  the  call 
of  the  market  from  time  to  time,  and  at  present  the  specialty  is  chains. 
Tiie  New  York  office  of  this  firm  is  at  177  Broadway.  It  is  in  the  charge 
especially  of  Ira  Barrows,  who  has  a  residence  in  that  city. 

H.  D.  Merritt  &  Co.  In  1855  H.  U.  Merritt  and  .J.  B.  Draper  started 
in  business  together  in  the  Richards  factory  as  Merritt  &  Draper.  In 
1870  tliey  removed  to  Mansfield,  and  while  the  business  w^as  being  con- 
ducted tiiere  Mr.  Draper  retired  from  it.  John  Shepardson  took  his  place 
and  the  firm  its  present  name.  In  1872  the  business  was  brought  back  to 
its  former  place,  where  it  increased  and  prospered.  Mr.  Merritt  died  in 
1878,  and  Mr.  Shepardson  took  as  a  partner  C.  H.  Miller.  The  firm  con- 
tinues under  the  same  name,  making  I'olled  plate  and  silver  goods.  [Mrs. 
H.  D.  Merritt  and  W.  W.  Sherman  are  present  partners.] 

C.  E.  AV.  Sherman  &  Son.  As  we  have  seen,  a  Frenchman  established 
the  manufacturing  of  jewelry  in  town,  and  it  was  by  means  of  a  Frenchman 
also  that  jewelers  here  were  first  enabled  to  get  their  clippings  and  sweep- 
ings refined.  One  used  to  "stop  over"  in  North  Attleborough  on  his  way 
to  Boston,  and  going  from  shop  to  shop  make  collections  of  these  infinitesi- 
mal fragments  in  a  handkerchief  and  take  them  to  that  city  for  the  necessary 
process.     Later,  these  materials  were  sent  to  New  York,  and  this  continued 
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to  be  the  custom  until  .July,  1^.'>4,  at  which  time  Mr.  Sherman  and  G^eorge 
K.  Davis,  as  ('.kokgk  K.  Davis  &  Co.,  began  operations  in  this  branch 
of  the  jewelry  business.  Their  shop  was  near  the  Davis  bridge  on  the  Ten 
MiK-  River.  This  copartnership  was  dissolved  in  two  or  three  years.  Mr. 
.Slu-rman  tiien  built  himself  a  shop  on  Elm  Street,  where  the  firm  now  is, 
and  transacted  business  for  himself  till  tin-  :uitiimn  of  l.S7."»,  wiien  his  son, 
William  NV.  Sht>rmaii,  became  associated  with  him  under  the  present  name. 
The  fact  that  ten  years  ago  from  .?.')0,000  to  .S<i0,O00  worth  of  gold  was 
annually  ol>tainL'd  by  this  firm  from  clippings,  etc.,  shows  the  size  and 
importance  of  its  s[K'cial  work,  an<l  within  a  f»'w  years  this  amount  has 
probably  about  douliled. 

To  the  work  of  gold  and  silver  refiners  the  tirm  add  that  of  assayers  and 
snu'ltcrs  and  manufacturers  of  l»lue  vitriol.  Mr.  Sherman's  was  the  first  firm 
of  its  kinil  in  town,  anil  for  a  long  period  it  continued  to  be  the  only  one. 

Within  a  few  years  an  establishment  of  a  similar  kind  has  been  started 
in  Kast  .Vttleborough,  that  of  li.vinsKK  &  liuKLiNC.HAMK,  who  also  deal  in 
various  supplies  for  the  trade.      [Not  in  existence.] 

Hatks  i^  Bacon.  The  origin  (jf  this  firm  dates  back  to  the  well-remem- 
bered year  of  l.s.'»7,  the  time  of  a  general  depression  and  prostration  of 
business  and  of  widespread  linancial  ditliculties.  On  September  10  of  that 
year  the  firm  of  Skinnkk,  Viai.i,  iV:  Co.,  of  wliicii  .1.  M.  Bates  was  a  mem- 
l>er,  started  in  a  room  over  Blackinton's  shuttle-shop.  At  the  end  of  a  year, 
in  which  the  business  had  not  been  large  even  for  those  times,  Mr.  Bates  had 
come  to  the  eon<-lusion  tiiat  more  '*  push"  was  required  to  satisfy  his  ambi. 
tion.  Ill-  then-fore  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  above-mentioned  firm  and 
formed  a  new  one.  that  of  Batks,  Cai'Kon  iVc  Williams,  and  locatetl  in  the 
V'a\U  factory,  now  that  of  the  Gold  Mkdal  Buaid  Co.  Two  years  of 
piosperity  followeil  this  new  organization  and  tlien,  Mr.  Bates'  partners 
desiring  n  change  of  location,  he  sold  out  to  WiiiiMui  Slieiiiian.  This  com- 
pany removed  to  .Mansfield  but  was  unfortunate,  and  after  a  few  years  relin- 
quished  busincsH.  Such  also  was  the  »'Xperience  of  ^Ir.  Bates'  original 
partnerH;  they  were  not  succt-ssfiil  and  tlierefore  retired  from  the  jewelry 
l)U»iiiet»M  altogether. 

On  leaving  the  Falls  Mi.  |5:il..^  n'turiie.l  to  \\\>  .,1,1  place  in  tiie  shuttle- 
t»b«»p  and  did  a  mo«lerately  yood  business  there  for  three  years.  IMieii  he 
removed  to  the  Kast  village  and  ocreiipied  the  lower  story  of  the  Steam  Tower 
Company's  building.  The  effect  of  the  war  was  favoralile  to  Mr.  Bates,  for 
n«it  long  lifter  it  commenced  his  business  began  to  increase,  for  1 «(;.'{  was 
a  vear  of  marked  prosperity,  and  this  continued  imtil  IHCy.  At  that  time  a 
large  trade  liad  liecn  built  up  and  Mr.  Bates  deemed  it  "  wise  to  take  a 
IMilner."  CJeorye  M.  Bacou  entered  into  partnership  with  him,  and  together 
th.y  Ntill  r..rMi  the  firm  of  Bails  &  Bacon.  .Mr.  I5a<on  at  once  prove.l  a 
••vahmblo  aitsiMtaiit         II.    Ims   been  the  sftlesman  of  the  concern  and   has 
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always  filled  that  difficult  position  with  remarkable  success.  He  greatly 
enlarged  and  extended  the  sales  of  the  firm's  goods,  and  during  the  twenty 
years  of  this  partnership  so  far  an  increase  has  been  continually  maintained. 

In  these  days  of  almost  unlimited  competition,  not  only  in  this  but  in 
almost  every  branch  of  trade,  the  office  of  salesman  is  no  sinecure  but 
one  of  varied  and  difficult  requirements.  Nerve,  activity,  determination,  a 
pleasing  address,  agreeable  manners,  the  power  of  adaptation  to  all  places, 
circumstances,  and  people,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  own  line  of  traffic, 
and  about  as  much  of  his  neighbors',  are  some  of  the  characteristics  needed. 
The  complete  salesman  must  be  ever  aleit,  quick  to  see  and  seize  chances, 
and  conversant  with  every  phase  of  the  entire  market;  he  must  be  endowed 
with  a  great  amount  of  diplomacy  —  indeed  be  able  to  turn  refusal  into 
acceptance,  either  by  his  own  "power  of  persuasion"  or  by  the  medium  of 
an  open  purse  and  a  generous  hand.  In  a  word,  his  state  must  always  be 
that  of  "up  and  doing,"  lest  another  step  in  before  him  and  win  the  prize. 
"What  he  has  accomplished  for  his  firm  proves  Mr.  Bacon  to  be  the  happy 
possessor  of  at  least  a  goodly  share  of  these  requisites. 

The  specialty  of  this  firm  has  always  been  rolled-gold  plated  bracelets, 
although  it  has  made  jewelry  of  almost  every  description.  It  employs  a 
large  number  of  hands  — in  the  busiest  seasons  as  many  as  two  hundred.  In 
1882  Messrs.  Bates  and  Bacon  made  an  innovation  by  introducing  into  Attle- 
borough  the  manufacture  of  watchcases.  They  make  these  both  filled  and 
of  14k.  gold.  The  venture  proved  a  good  one,  for  the  growth  of  the  l)usi- 
ness  has  been  constant  and  they  now  turn  out  one  hundred  and  fifty  cases  a 
day.  A  few  years  ago  additional  space  was  required,  and  in  1884  Mr.  Bates 
built  a  shop  200  feet  long,  35  feet  wide,  and  four  stories  high,  which  the  firm 
now  occupies.  The  paydays  here  are  monthly  —  on  the  fifteenth  instant. 
This  is  the  largest  firm  in  East  Attleborough.^ 

G.  A.  Dean  &  Co.  In  January,  1857,  A.  M.  Everett,  G.  A.  Dean, 
S.  L.  Morse,  E.  S.  Capron,  and  R.  Bliss  organized  as  Everett,  Dean  &  Co. 
S.  L.  Morse  left  the  firm  in  November,  1858,  and  E.  S-  Capron  in  May,  1859. 
In  January,  1860,  B.  B.  Day  became  a  partner  and  the  name  was  changed  to 
Everett,  Day  &  Co.  A.  M.  Everett's  withdrawal  in  July,  1867,  necessi- 
tated another  change  in  name  and  that  of  Day,  Bliss  &  Dean  was  taken. 
Mr.  Day  died  in  January,  1871,  and  the  business  was  then  continued  in  the 
name  of  Bliss  &.  Dean,  Rodolphus  Bliss  and  George  A.  Dean  being  the 
partners.  Mr.  Bliss  died  in  August,  1883,  and  in  the  following  January  the 
present  name  was  adopted.  Mr.  Dean,  its  present  representative,  is  the  only 
one  of  the  five  original  members  left  in  the  business.  Of  the  six  gentlemen 
associated  in  it  during  its  existence  three  are  dead  and  the  other  two,  Mr. 


^'Messrs.  Bates  ami  Bacon  have  dissolved  partnership  by  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Bacon  from  the 
firm.    Mr.  Bates  continues  the  business  and  retains  the  old  firm  name. 
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Kvcri'tt  :m<l  Mr.  Cnpioiu  \v.\\v  for  iiiaiiy  vi'ars  Ik-cmi  i-ii^aiied  in  diflferent 
vix'atiKiis. 

At  tlio  orjiani/.atioii  iiiiii-  hands  wi-ri-  cmplovi'd.  As  with  other  linns,  the 
luiinher  of  hands  has  had  a  varvin,<>-  increase,  luit  dniin«r  the  past  fifteen 
vt-ars  the  avcrajje  lias  l)een  al»ont  seventy-five.  Though  several  changes  of 
name  have  occurred,  none  have  taken  i)hK-c  in  the  nature  of  the  goods 
njannfactured.  These  liave  l»een  always  of  rolled  plate,  and  for  many  years 
chains,  charms,  and  ])racelets.  though  formerly  lockets  were  also  made. 
This  firm  has  nnule  an  excellent  class  of  goods  and  met  with  an  abundant 
measure  of  success.  It  has  long  been  one  of  the  most  solid  and  sul)stnntial 
firms  in  its  part  of  tiie  town.      Its  New  York  ollice  is  at  19^  lUoadway. 

Hi.AKK  &  Ci.AKi.iN.  successors  to  Stihuv  Huos.  iS:  Co.  July  1,  1859, 
Charles  11.  and  .Vlheit  W.  Sturily  formed  a  i»arlnersliip  under  the  name  of 
Sti  Kin  Hkotiikus.  lioth  having  previously  liad  i)ractical  experience  in  jewelry 
manufacturing.  They  located  in  one  of  the  Steam  Power  Company's  huild- 
iuL's  and  wen-  Iturned  out  witiiin  three  months  in  the  great  fire  which 
destn-yetl  all  that  Company's  shops.  They  saved  some  tools  and  moved  tem- 
porarily to  Mansfield.  The  Steam  Power  Company  immediately  rebuilt  —  if 
we  remember  rightly,  a  largo  new  shop  was  completed  in  sixty  days  after  the 
foundations  were  laiil,  under  the  ellicient  management  of  the  late  .lesse  R. 
Carpenter,  and  in  the  autumn  of  isci  Sri  itn'i  liucrniKKs  returned  to  town 
and  located  in  this  new  budding. 

.Meanwhile  during  the  summer  of  that  year  A.  W.  Sturdy  iiad  iiilisted  and 
through  the  two  years  of  his  service  C.  II.  Sturdy  carried  on  the  business 
al<Mie.  The  early  days  of  the  war  were  '-dull  times,"  but  in  18(i.'}  "business 
throughout  the  country  revived  undt-r  the  impetus  of  the  paper  monej'  issued 
by  the  g«)vernment."  and  al»oul  tliat  time  Mr.  .\lbert  Stuidy  received  his  dis- 
f'harge  on  accf)unt  of  a  severe  wound  which  inilitted  him  for  furtlier  service, 
and  roturne<l  home.  Liki-  many  others  at  that  peiiod  this  lirm  took  a  "  nevv 
l«UH«'  of  life."  Hetweeii  1 «('.;{ and  tin'  dose  of  the  war  they  made  gold, 
HJlver,  anil  rolled  plate  army  badges  in  veiT  large  ipiantities.  and  also  vari- 
oUH  (•ml)lemH  for  tin-  use  of  soldiers,  such  as  regiuu-iital  badui's  I'd-  tiu-ir 
identification,  etc. 

When  the  <lemaiid  for  these  articles  ceased,  Sn  i;i.v  r>i;oi  hkk^  tuined  their 
attention  to  the  nuiking  of  ladies'  jewelry  in  r<»lled  plnte.  These  goods  were 
of  the  bent  <|indity,  and  the  firm  soon  ac(|uire<l  an  envialtle  reputation  for 
producing  firntM-ljiHs  work  and  for  nuiny  years  carried  on  an  extensive  busi- 
ncHH  in  thirt  line.  C.  II.  Sturdy  retired  in  .lidy,  isTI.  and  !•:.  (J.  \Vebster,  of 
Brooklyn,  I,.  I.,  look  a  plaei'  in  the  firm  and  (!o.  was  adde<l  to  the  old  name. 
For  (Ifleen  or  twenty  yearM  the  number  of  employei's  varied  from  fortv  to 
♦•ighty  un  the  deman«lh  of  the  market  warranted.  The  pavroll  averaged 
nearly  $l,<Hni  per  month,  und  the  sales  during  many  years  reached  Sl(>(>.Ot)0. 
For  twenty  yearM  all  the  gooilH  manufactured  were  sent   to  the  Company's 
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office  at  No.   l\  Maiden   Lane,  New  York,  but  since  1H82  they  have  been 
shipped  from  the  factory  here  to  their  various  destinations  direct. 

January  1,  1885,  both  partners  sold  out,  and  after  a  prosperous  career  of 
fully  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  old  name  of  Sturdy  Brothers  ceased  to  exist. 
The  new  firm  consists  of  James  E.  Blake,  who  was  for  a  long  period  a  sales- 
man for  the  preceding  firm,  and  Edward  P.  Clafliu,  for  many  years  in  their 
employ  as  foreman.  Though  he  has  relinquished  all  active  participation, 
Mr.  Albert  Sturdy  still  retains  a  financial  interest  in  the  concern  as  a  special 
partner.  The  prosperity  Avhieh  followed  the  course  of  the  old  firm  still 
attends  the  new.  Tiie  youthful  element  introduced  has  given  new  impetus  to 
the  former  activity,  and  the  future  has  a  promising  outlook.  Some  additions 
have  been  made  to  the  previous  line  of  goods,  and  certain  lines  of  solid  gold 
jewelry  are  now  being  manufactured.  None  of  the  members  of  this  firm 
have  died.  One  of  those  who  retired  is  engaged  in  an  entirely  different 
occupation  and  the  others  are  "  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  labors  " 

Two  years  prior  to  the  formation  of  the  above-mentioned  firm  —  in  1807 
—  V.  H.  Blackixtox  purchased  the  old  schoolhouse  at  Robinsonville  and 
made  it  over  into  a  manufactory.  His  first  essay  was  in  jet  goods,  in  a  line 
for  ladies'  use.  This  proved  successful,  the  business  increased,  and  additions 
were  made  to  his  shop.  On  February  15,  1869,  it  was  burned,  but  rebuilt  at 
once,  and  the  same  line  of  goods  manufactured  —  jet,  with  the  addition  of 
novelties,  military  goods,  society  emblems,  etc.  Mr.  Blackinton  still  con- 
tinues in  the  same  place,  but  his  shop,  instead  of  being  as  formerly  in  Robin- 
sonville, on  the  "  road  to  North  Attleborough,"  is  on  Commonwealth  Avenue. 
Attleborough  Falls. 

Short,  Nerney  &  Co.  This  firm  has  an  existence  of  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  In  1862  Mace  B.  Short,  Peter  Nerney,  and  Ephraim  Adams 
associated  together  as  Nekney  &  Co.  The  last-named  partner  lemained  only 
about  nine  months  and  Messrs.  Nerney  and  Short  continued  until  1876. 
They  began  with  the  production  of  horn  goods,  then  took  up  electro-plating, 
and,  bv  general  license,  of  all  sorts  and  kinds  of  jewelry.  In  the  autumn  of 
1876  James  J.  Horton  entered  the  firra,  which  took  its  present  title.  At  that 
time  the  electro-plating  business  was  sold  to  Nerney  &  Lincoln,  and  the 
company  took  up  the  manufacture  of  all  kinds  of  stock  plated  chains.  For 
several  years  the  "  Nerney  Patent  Swivel"  has  also  been  made.  This  is  an 
invention  of  Mr.  Nerney,  and  he  took  out  a  patent  on  it  in  1884. 

The  average  number  of  workmen  employed  in  this  establishment  in  ordinary 
times  is  fifty,  but  this  number  is  frequently  increased  to  seventy-five  and 
sometimes  more.  For  18.S6,  which  was  a  light  year,  the  payroll  amounted 
to  over  S20,000.  This  firm  has  had  a  steady  success  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  none  has  a  better  reputation.  It  has  changed  its  location  —  is  at  present 
in  No.  13  Mill  Street,  P^ast  Attleborough.  It  has  no  out-of-town  office. 
[Changes  have  been  made  by  the  admission  of  some  young  men  to  the  firm, 
but  the  name  remains  the  same.] 
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V.  I.  Smiim  iV  Co.  Aiitfilathm  llu-  lasl-niL-ntiuiK-d  tirni  bv  a  few  years, 
aiiotliiT  luri:*'  linn  liatl  its  iH-siiiming  :  Tlieron  I.  Siiiith  and  David  D.  Cod- 
ding' were  the  paitiieis  and  tlie  name  ("oddini;  ct  Smith.  Like  the  majority 
tliesi'  geiitleujen  be»ran  in  a  small  looiu  and  in  a  small  way.  At  the  end  of  a 
year  thev  removed  to  Mansfu-ld  Centre.  'I'he  war  entirely  broke  np  their 
busine.ss  and  they  were  obliged  to  diseontinne  it,  and  added  to  this  misfortune 
the  biiildinj:  wluTt-  their  tools  were  stored  was  totally  destroyed  by  lire  in 
Mav.  18f»l,and  they  -'lost  evi'rythinir."  They  were  not,  however,  perma- 
nently tlishearti-ni-d.  and  with  the  elose  of  the  war  determined  to  try  again. 
In  .Inly.  IHO."),  they,  to<rether  with  C.  II.  Ames,  eonimenced  the  bnsiuess  for 
the  .second  time  in  North  Attleborouirh,  under  the  style  of  Codding,  Smith 
A:  Co.,  locating  in  Stephen  Richardson's  buililinir.  At  the  end  of  two  years 
of  in<Mlerate  prosp«'rity  Mr.  Ames  left  the  tiru)  and  A.  E.  Codding  entered, 
no  change  occmring  in  the  iiaiiic.  At  this  time  a  complement  of  fifty  bands 
wa.s  employed. 

In  January,  1-*S<")7.  the  business  was  removed  to  the  Dennis  Everett  factory, 
and  in  l>i71  another  move  was  made  to  the  new  factory  erected  by  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson, where  it  remained  alioiit  three  years.  While  located  there  Mr. 
Snnth  bought  out  his  two  partners  and  carried  on  the  business  alone  for  a 
year.  .\t  the  end  of  that  time  D.  I).  Codding  purchased  a  one-half  interest, 
and  the  present  lirm  name  was  taken.  The  business  was  transferred  to  the 
K.  I.  Riehards  Imilding  in  l.sSd,  and  in  January,  1881,  Henry  H.  Curtis,  a 
former  salesman,  was  admitted  as  :i  partner  in  the  lirm.  He  subseipiently 
withdrew,  and  E.  A.  Crawford  has  been  admitted,  and  the  present  members 
are  Messrs.  Smith,  Codding  and  Crawford.  Though  its  earlier  days  were  full 
of  ditliculties  and  discouragements,  snilicient  even  to  annihilate  it  for  a  time, 
it  liaH  overcome  them  all  and  its  later  days  have  been  llUed  witii  a  highly 
hatisfaclory  ilegrei-  of  pros|)erity.  This  fhMi  ranks  among  llie  largest  in 
town,  as  it  lia.n  employed  generally  froui  ninety  1<>  a  hundred  and  li-n  hands. 
ItH  specialties  have  be«'n  bracelets,  pins,  charms,  etc.  At  pieseiit  tlii'se  are 
cnfT-lMitt<»ns  .'ind  br:ieelets. 

.f.  .1.  iV  .1.  M.  Ikh  II  Alii.-.  Ill  Aiiiil.  isCil.  tile  liiiii  i>r  I'"..  S.  Kkiiauds 
A:  (V».  starteiMii  the  Company's  building  at  North  Atlleborough.  Its  mem- 
Ihtj*  were  K.  S.  and  .1.  M.  Riehards.  I-'..  S.  Riehards  died  in  October,  1865. 
and  liis  two  lirotherH.  .1.  .1.  and  .1.  M.  Ricjiards,  liought  his  interest.  In 
.liiniiary,  IHC.C,  they  assumed  the  [ireseiil  lirm  name.  In  l-'ebrnary,  1871, 
they  moved  their  maiiiifaetory  t<»  Stephen  Richardson's  Imililing,  and  live 
yean*  later,  in  1M7C..I,.I.  Richards,  .li-.,  succeeded  to  his  ratlier's  sh.uc  in  the 
biiHiiieHH.  The  Richardson  building  was  burned  in  .Vpril,  ISS-J,  and  in  tiie 
following  .Inly  a  locution  was  found  in  'I'otten's  building,  and  this  is  still 
retained.  Of  the  three  broiherH  formerly  in  this  linn  but  one  remains,  for 
.1.  J,  RichardM  died  in  AiigiiHt,  1««2.  In  the  beginning  twenty  iiands 
were  employed  —  now  double  that   nundu-i .  with  an  a\erage   weeklv  payroll 
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of  $700.  The  specialty  here  is  gold  frout  goods,  and  the  firm  has  always 
beeu  distiuguished  for  the  superior  quality  of  its  productions.  I'here  is  a 
New  York  office  connected  with  it. 

J.  W.  LuTHEU  &  Co.  James  W.  and  John  ^Y .  Luther,  brothers,  started 
in  January,  18G.3,  in  the  Steam  Power  buildiug.  They  remained  there 
for   ten  years,  and    then    took    their    present   situation  in    the  basement  of 

E.  A.  Robinson's  shop.  They  are  lapidaries,  and  besides  cutting  and 
preparing  real  stones  they  also  manufacture  imitation  stones  for  jewelers' 
use.  They  have  at  times  done  quite  a  large  business  in  their  line,  employ- 
ing fifteen  to  twenty  workmen,  and  having  a  payroll  of  some  $500  per 
month.  In  this  as  in  all  other  lines  there  are  frequently  temporary  dull 
times,  and  this  special  branch  of  the  trade  is  more  affected  by  the  changes  in 
style  than  some  others.  Patterns  in  gold  and  silver  goods  may  be  readily 
changed,  and  profitably  ;  but  if  the  caprices  of  fashion  demand  neither  real 
nor  imitation  gems,  the  worker  in  these  must  be  corap;iratively  idle  —  though 
there  is  always  something  to  be  done.  This  firm  is  one  of  excellent  repute, 
and  the  Messrs.  Luther  are  considered  skilled  workmen  in  their  art. 

F.  S.    Draper  &  Co.     This  firm  was  formed  in  1865  by  F.  S.  Draper, 

F.  S.  Bailey,  and  V.  G.  Pate,  as  Draper,  Pate  &  Bailey.  The  business  was 
at  first  established  in  the  Richards  factory,  and  subsequently  removed  to  the 
stone  factory  of  the  Whiting  Manufacturing  Company.  Mr.  Pate  left  the 
firm  in  1875,  when  the  present  name  was  adopted.  About  this  time  the  Com- 
pany w^ere  burned  out,  and  Mr.  Draper  soon  purchased  a  shop  on  Broad 
Street,  to  which  he  made  additions,  and  where  the  business  was  carried  on  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  In  1877  he  bought  the  interest  of  Mr.  Bailey,  his 
remaining  associate,  and  continued  alone  but  under  the  same  name  as  before. 
Draper,  Pate  &  Bailey  had  a  remarkably  successful  career.  In  two  years 
their  business  grew  so  rapidly  that  the  number  of  workmen  increased  from 
twenty-five  to  a  hundred  and  twenty-five.  After  assuming  its  conduct  alone, 
Mr.  Draper  employed  sixty-five  hands  in  the  making  of  plated  charms  and 
fire-gilt  chains,  and  his  annual  payroll  amounted  to  $55,000. 

Mr.  Draper's  death  occurred  in  August,  1886,  and  on  September  1  follow- 
ing the  business  was  purchased  by  Miss  Annie  Meader,  who  had  for  a  long 
period  been  the  bookkeeper  of  the  concern,  and  for  several  years  had  had 
charge  of  the  buying  and  selling  and  the  general  oversight  of  its  affairs. 
Miss  Meader  has  recently  removed  the  business  to  East  Attleborough,  but 
conducts  it  under  the  old  name  of  F.  S.  Draper  &  Co.  She  has  no  partner, 
and  is  the  only  woman  in  town  who  attends  personally  to  manufacturing. 
Another,  Mrs.  E.  I.  Richards,  is  represented  in  a  firm,  as  has  been  stated, 
but  in  that  case  the  affairs  are  conducted  by  the  other  partner,  her  sou,  Mr. 
E.  Ira  Richards. 

The  New  York  office  of  F.  S.  Draper  &  Co.  is  at  194  Broadway,  and  the 
specialty  is  German  silver,   fire-gilt,   and  nickel-plated  chains,  rolled    plate 
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charms,  etc.  The  presout  uKiiiaixeiiuMit  proves  to  be  successful,  a  fact  of 
interest  to  hidies  who  ni:iy  l.c  iiu-line<l  toward  a  mercantile  life.  [Firm  has 
ccasetl  to  exist. j 

A.  HisiiKK  tV;  (  <'.  AIImtI  a.  Hushee  an<l  Ebenezer  IJacoii  were-  the  origi- 
nal membtM-s  of  this  lirm,  and  they  eommeneed  operations  Jaiiii:nv  IS,  1868, 
in  an  old  tw«)-story  house  then  standing;  in  the  rear  of  the  Steam  Power  Com- 
pany's .shop,  occnpyinjr  only  the  tirst  tloor.  For  n  few  years  they  made  cheap 
•jjiumIs,  with  (iniier-rin«rs  as  a  specialty,  and  their  woikmen  averaged  from 
fifteen  to  twentv-live.  In  the  i-arly  part  of  isTO  the  Hrm  was  enlarged  by  the 
entrance  of  Charles  II.  linshee.  Two  years  later  — in  the  spring  of  1872  — 
thev  erected  their  large  shop  on  County  Street.  This  is  a  wooden  structure, 
100  feet  bv  :>.'»,  and  three  stories  high,  with  a  wing  in  the  rear.  Of  this 
buiUling  the  lirm  themselves  occupy  the  lirst  floor.  They  have  taken  up 
another  specialty  called  "The  Original  Si'par:il>le  (iitT  :uid  Collar  Buttons," 
whieh  are  made  in  the  best  quality  of  fne  gilt.  In  this  they  have  been  very 
suceessful  for  a  numl»er  of  years.  At  present  their  employees  number 
about  seventy-live,  and  thfir  i>:iyr<)l]  some  $30,000  a  year.  Mr.  Bacon 
withdrew  from  the  lirm  on  l)eceml)er  12,  bSSC,  and  no  subsequent  additions 
have  been  made.  The  Bushee  brothers  carry  on  the  business,  and  the  name 
has  bi-en  unchanged  from  the  beginning. 

This  firm  has  been  especially  enterprising  and  its  trade  a  lucrative  one. 
Mr.  Albert  Bushee  has  always  attended  to  the  entire  portion  of  its  out-of- 
town  affairs,  and  has  traveled  extensively  in  its  interests.  Being  a  man  of 
energy  an«l  the  necessary  "  push,'"  he  at  once  established  it  upon  a  lirm 
liasis,  and  possessing  as  he  does  many  of  the  characteristics  and  accomplish- 
MienlH  essential  in  a  perfect  salesman,  his  etforts  have  been  attended  by  most 
gratifving  results,  so  that  the  name  of  A.  Bisiikk  jS:  Co.  has  become  vei-y 
well  known.     The  New  York  ollice  is  at  2.'>7  Iboadway,  Room  No.  21. 

W.  &  S.  Bi,.v<  KiNToN.  This  lirm  was  formed  in  ISC)",!,  with  W.  S.  and 
Wdliam  Sumner  Blaekintoii,  father  and  son,  as  partners.  During  the  twelve 
previ<niH  yenrh  the  fatlu-r  had  liccii  doing  sometliing  in  the  jrwchv  line,  but 
it  was  not  nntd  the  formation  of  tiiis  lirm  that  lie  met  witli  anything  more 
than  veiy  ordinary  sueei-ss.  .\fler  liie  organization  they  eonuneneed  making 
pinled  chains,  and  Mr.  Blaekiidon  intinduefd  new  lines  of  these  goods,  of 
hih  own  tirigination.  They  allniettMl  attention,  lu-canu'  popular,  and  the 
illliinale  Kuei-eHs  of  the  lirm  was  assiu'ed.  The  ratlu'r  small  l)egiuuin!j,  was 
made  at  the  shuttle-shop,  with  lifteeii  hands.  l-'oi-  a  time  subsecpicntly  a 
portion  i»f  Biishee's  shop  was  oeeiipied,  when  aboni  ciglit v-fnt'  hantls  were 
••niployed,  and  then  the  present  cpnirlers  in  one  of  the  Bales  bnililiniis  were 
taken,  and  tin*  usual  complement  of  h.-inds  increased  to  a  hundred  and  thirty. 
Thin  <-oniplemenl  has  hometinies  reachetl  a  hundred  and  sixtv-liv<',  when  the 
biiHineHH  would  reprcHcnt  an  annual  sun>  of  several  himdred  thousand  dollars. 
The  |inyroll  here  is  monthly,  and  reaches  at  present  >*7,.'>00. 
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In  1880  Louis  A.  Blaekintou,  another  sou.  was  admittecl  to  partnership  ; 
but  the  name  remained  as  before.  This  firm  uses  only  solid  rolled  gold  plate, 
and  confines  itself  exclusively  to  chains.  These  are  made  after  an  almost 
innumerable  number  of  patterns,  and  of  every  style,  from  the  heaviest 
"  cable  chain,"  usable  as  a  gentleman's  watchguard,  to  the  most  delicate 
infants'  neck  chain,  of  a  texture  almost  as  fine  as  hair,  are  all  well  finished, 
and  pi-esent  a  handsome  appearance.  Indeed  an  adept  would  be  required  to 
detect  the  difference  between  many  of  these  and  solid  chains  of  the  same 
patterns.  Mr.  Blackinton  has  insisted  upon  good  workmanship,  taking  pride 
in  the  quality  and  durability  of  his  manufactures,  and  their  popularity  has 
been  well  earned  and  well  sustained.  The  firm  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
east  part  of  the  town.  The  office  in  New  York  has  always  been  at  No.  11 
Maiden  Lane.^ 

Sadler  Bros.  George  W.  Sadler  first  started  in  business  at  South  Attle- 
borough  in  1863,  in  partnership  with  Daniel  O.  Stanley,  as  Sadler  &  Stan- 
ley. Subsequently  Mr.  Stanley  left  the  firm,  and  in  1869  the  business,  now 
that  of  Sadler  Bros.,  began.  The  name  was  assumed  when  in  I'STO 
Albert  D.  Sadler  joined  his  brother.  He  died  in  1875,  and  from  that  time 
until  1884  the  founder  of  the  business  conducted  it  alone.  His  death 
occurred  during  that  year,  and  the  business  was  then  taken  up  by  Charles  E. 
and  Herbert  A.  Sadler,  who  constitute  the  present  firm.  It  has  always  been 
located  in  ''the  city,"  and  since  the  commencement  has  manufactured  all 
grades  of  brass  and  plated  jewelry. 

Horton,  Anoell  &  Co.  This  Avidely  known  firm  was  organized  in  1870. 
by  Edwin  J.  Horton,  Benjamin  J.  Angell,  and  Gideon  M.  Horton,  who  at 
once  styled  themselves  by  this  name.  They  began  in  a  small  room  in 
Bailey's  shop,  now  Robinson's — hiring  only  a  few  hands.  By  1873  their 
trade  had  so  much  increased  that  they  were  able  to  hire  half  a  floor  in  their 
present  shop,  that  of  A.  Bushee  &  Co.  The  increase  continued,  and  about 
1876  an  entire  floor  became  necessary,  and  in  .January,  1881,  another,  so  that 
now  the  firm  occupies  the  whole  of  the  second  and  third  floors.  Their  aver- 
age number  of  operatives  ranges  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
quite  a  percentage  of  these  being  women,  as  is  also  the  case  with  A.  Bushee 
&  Co.  Among  their  employees  are  many  who  have  never  worked  in  any 
other  shop,  and  many  who  have  continued  with  them  for  years.  Their  pay- 
roll is  about  81,000  per  week,  and  they  still  maintain  their  old  office  in  Room 
24,  No.  237  Broadway,  New  York. 

Edwin  .1.  Horton  was  lost  in  the  collision  between  the  Sound  steamers  Nar- 
ragansett  and  Stonington,  which  occurred  June  12,  1880.  Though  compara- 
tively voung  both  in  vears  and    in    commercial    affairs,    he  had   lived    long 


,  '  Mr.  Blackinton,  Sr.,  has  die  1.    The  two  brothers,  W.  S.  and  L.  A.  Blackinton,  continue  the  busi- 
ness under  the  same  name,  and  it  may  be  said  witli  the  same  reputation  and  success. 


men 
nv 
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enough  to  muk.  -  .nanv  friends  in  the  trad.."  He  was  the  travelino;  niemher 
of  the  llrin.  ami  he  heiran  at  the  vorv  Inst  with  an  inllcxihle  clelernunation  to 
make  hiH  hiisinesM  a  Kuceess,  and  this  was  acccniplished  diiiin.o-  h.s  htVlnne. 
Kverett  S.  Horton,  an  older  hrotlier,  took  the  i)lace  in  the  linn  thus  made 
iW.     On  (Vtoher   IL  l-s^r..  H.  .1.   An.jell   was  thrown   from  his  carriage 

•nr  the  Ajrrieultnral  Hall,  and  died  in  a  few  hours  from  the  effects  of  the 
inJnrieH  sustained.  Gideon  M.  Ilerton.  the  third  and  last  of  the  founders  of 
the  firm,  dieil  Deeend.er  10.  1HH«K  in  San  Antoni..,  Texas.  The  experience 
lhrt>u)ih  wbieb  tliis  tirm  has  passed  is  most  sin<rnlar  and  unprecedented.  In 
IcHij  than  twenty  years  fr<.m  its  f<)rmati<.n  tiie  three  original  members  had 
died,  all  <.f  them  'suddeidy.  tw..  of  them  vi(.lenl  tleaths  — but  its  copartuer- 
i»hi|>  afTairn  were  si>  well  arranged  that  no  interruptions  followed  these  acci- 
dents. The  business  went  on  smoothly,  without  a  jar,  though  the  vacant 
plaees  were  such  »M)th  in  the  linn  an.l  in  the  community  as  cannot  easily 
W   filled. 

The  unu-^ual  and  sntlden  calling  away  of  his  partners,  added  to  his  own 
failinjj  health,  had  doubtless  turned  .Mr.  (Gideon  Horton's  attention  to  the 
future  career  of  his  firm  to  a  far  greater  degree  than  ordinary  circumstances 
would  warrant  in  a  man  «)f  his  years.  There  were  three  young  men  in  whom 
be  felt  |)eculiarly  interested;  two  of  tliem  had  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
linn  from  ten  to  fourteen  years,  and  the  other  for  a  somewhat  shorter 
pi-riixl.  but  all  had  proved  themselves  to  possess  worth  and  al»iiity.  A  full 
undenttandiug  was  had  between  Mr.  Ilorton  and  his  brother,  the  then  only 
otbcr  imrlucr  previous  to  his  leaving  home  shortly  before  his  death,  with 
n^gard  t<i  lli'  '    Me  future    admittance   of  these  young   men    to  the   lirm. 

Partial  arr:i.  -   having  thus   been   made,  it  was  comparatively  easy  to 

mature  aucb  otbcrB  aa  were   necessary,   wlun    the  anticipated    time  arrived. 
Karly  in  18^7  the  present  partnership  was  entered   into,  under  the   first  ;ind 
«>nl\  nnmi*  the  firm  has  evi'r  held.     These   [lartners  are   K.  S.  Ilorton,   T.  S. 
M.  K.  Howe,  and  II.  A.  Clark. 

:  arti«*le  of  this  firm's  nnunifacture  —  known  everywiu-re  as  its 
haH  lN>en  the  "  Original  .Separable  Sleeve  I'.utton,  Collar  Button, 
itiid  Mod.  "  TbiH  Ih  the  best  and  most  convenient  button,  it  is  said,  that  is 
made  at  the  preaent  time.  It  is  easily  adjusted,  and  from  its  real  merits 
claima  t«  Iw  tUe  laiit.  These  merits  have  been  thoroughly  tested,  and  Ilioiigh 
ll»'  tH  to  infringe  upon  and  "  improve"  upon   tliem. 

til-  lie  palm."      Meanwhile  every  improvemeul    that 

i<ml«|  l>e  dcviaoil  ha  i<iple<|  to  facilitate  this  manufaelnre,  and   many 

HI-;      •      -       -     ■  ry  have  b.en   nuide,  an<l   large  sums  of  money 

••^  These  sleeve-butloiiH,  etc.,  are   made  of  rolled 

gold    |»lole,    Riam|M'4l  H.   A.  it  Co.,  and  are    warranted   by   tlie    lirm  to    be 

■• •'•   ■ •    '   ■'•h  and  every  particular."     Tln-ir  durability  may  be 

'hat   the  otllre    |M)HH<>HHes   some,  which    mav  be  seen 
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there,  which  have  beeu  in  constant  use  for  eight  years,  and  are  still  in  good 
condition.  Unlilie  mam'  enterprises,  the  high  standard  set  in  the  beginning- 
has  ill  this  instance  been  strictly  maintained  during  all  the  ensuing  years. 
These  goods  are  sent  all  over  the  world,  and  •'  the  best,"  we  are  told,  is  the 
universal  verdict  pronounced.  Besides  this  specialty  a  large  line  of  initial 
sleeve  and  collar  buttons,  a  new  line  of  initial  scarf  pins,  and  in  great  quan- 
tities other  patent  buttons,  besides  ladies'  sleeve-buttons  and  cuff-fasteners 
combined,  are  made  by  this  firm.  Its  make  includes  probably  over  two 
thousand  styles  of  collar-buttons,  sleeve-buttons,  studs,  etc.  These  facts 
will  give  some  idea  of  what  is  done  in  one  of  Attleborough's  large  jewehy 
establishments. 

This  firm  was  the  first  to  adopt  the  custom  of  weekly  payments  to 
employees,  a  custom  its  members  consider  advantageous  to  both  employers 
and  employed,  in  an  establishment  where  work  is  paid  by  "the  hour"  as 
well  as  by  "the  job."  Here  every  Monday  each  employee  is  paid  in  full  to 
the  Saturday  night  previous,  and  from  the  first  payday  to  the  present  time 
'•the  firm  have  never  missed  one."  Horton,  Angell  &  Co.  began  with 
the  motto  of  an  "  honest  and  straightforward  manner  of  dealing,"  and 
though  the  founders  have  all  passed  away,  the  new  members  in  retaining  the 
old  name  propose  to  maintain  the  old  principles  and  the  same  old  good 
reputation.- 

Young  &  Bennett.  The  organization  of  the  Company  bearing  this  name 
took  place  in  1870,  its  members  being  Charles  P.  Young,  Alonzo  F.  Bennett, 
and  Edgar  Sargar.  In  1873  the  latter  retired.  They  located  first  on  Wash- 
ington Street,  North  Attlel)orough,  and  are  now  in  Whiting's  building. 
They  make  solid  rolled  gold  plated  chains  and  trimmings.  They  have 
adopted  the  weekly  payday  system.  Their  out-of-town  office  is  in  Chicago. 
[Now  Y''ouNG  &  Stern.] 

E.  Whitney  &,  Co.  P^dwin  Whitney  and  William  A.  Read  were  the 
originators  of  this  firm,  and  they  commenced  manufacturing  in  the  old  shop 
at  the  Falls  with  ten  hands.  At  the  present  time,  when  business  is  good, 
they  employ  about  forty.  They  occupy  a  floor  in  Daggett's  building  to  which 
thev  removed  in  1882.  They  began  at  first  to  make  album  and  Bible  clasps, 
later  made  a  line  of  chains  and  novelties,  and  now  make  bar  pins,  brooches, 
earhoops  and  drops,  bracelets,  scarfpins,  cuff-buttons,  etc.,  in  rolled  plate. 
There  have  l)een  no  changes  in  the  name  or  membership  since  the  formation, 
and  there  is  no  office  except  the  one  at  the  factory.  [No  firm  of  this  name 
in  existence.] 

Stanley  Bhos.  Stephen  and  Benjamin  Stanley  and  E.  C.  Knapp  asso- 
ciated themselves  together  May  1,  1871,  under  the  above  name.  At  the  end 
of  four  years,  in  1875,  Mr.  Knapp  withdrew  from  the  partnership,  and  since 
then  the  two  brothers  Stanley  have  conducted  the  business  with  no  further 
change  in  the  firm.     Thev  are  in  the  same  location  they  have  always  occupied 
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in  the  oUl  shop  at  the  FalU,  l)Ut  tliov  liavo  in:i<lo  sevoial  Mdditiou.s  in  tin-  way 
of  space,  nnd  tl«eir  business  has  greatly  »'iilar<ri'(l.  They  use  rolled  gold 
plate,  nothinj;  else,  and  manufacture  ehaiiis  of  many  kinds,  for  men,  women, 
au«l  ehiUlron's  wear.  The  aviTa<:e  numlu-r  of  hands  cnn.iloyed  is  about  thirty- 
live,  sometimes  increased  to  fifty,  and  monthly  payments  are  made.  This  is 
a  ste.iilily  prosperous  firm,  and  it  has  an  oilic-  ;it  -^^  Maiden  Lane,  New 
York. 

C'rMViN<is  A:  Wkxki..  Till'  original  tirm  name  was  K.  N.  C'L'Mmings  &  Co., 
K.  N.  and  .1.  ('.  C'uunniu'.'s  and  Nelson  Carpenter  constituting  the  same, 
ami  it  was  formed  in  1871.  .Mr.  Carpenter  retired  in  1873,  and  Mr.  K.  N. 
("!••  n  1«7<').  at  which  time   Henry  Wexel  became  a  partner  with  John 

Cu:, _-.  and  the  firm  took  its  present  name.      At  tirst  its  mnnufacture  was 

fine  sets  and  buttons:  at  present  its  specialty  consists  of  separable  and  non- 
He;  and  ctillar  buttons,  in  both  rolled  plate  and  fire  gilt.  .Mr. 
W.  ~  great  ingenuity  and  mechanical  skill,  and  is  constantly  at 
work  inventing  new  designs.  n)aking  all  those  used  in  the  works  of  this  con- 
eern.  This  firm  has  been  a  fortunate  one,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has 
employetl  «piite  a  hiriri-  fore*'  of  workmen.  Its  ollicc  in  New  York  is  at  176 
Hroachvay.' 

1*.  K.  NVrrnKHk  I  i..  ^.i- .css(»r  to  IIavwako  i!c  Witiikkkll.  On  .lanuarv  1, 
l'<7.'i,  Henry  L.  Ilayward  an<l  Nelson  Carpenter  formeil  a  copartnership 
under  the  Mtyle  «if  llwwAKn  «.^c  Caupkntkk,  and  commenced  operations  in 
the  IIttyw:<r«l  factory.  Proctor  K.  Witherell  jjurchased  Mr.  Carpenter's 
interest,  iind  on  October  21,  1M79,  the  lirm  name  was  changed  to  Haywakp 
dc  NViTMKitK.i.i..  Mr  llayw.'ird  retirnl  December  I'.l,  IHM.'i,  nnd  since  then  i\Ir. 
Witherell  has  had  entire  charge  of  the  business.  On  Keltruary  9,  1887,  he 
iMMight  the  interest  of  the  Charles  K.  Ilayward  estate,  and  thus  became  sole 
partn«T  and  |u-opriet«ir  mider  the  aliove  name.  There  has  always  been  a 
variety  in  tin-  gtHsls  pr«Kluced  by  this  lirm,  and  Mr.  \Vitherell  continues  the 
i»»'Vfnil  lliiea ;  namely,  cuff  and  collar  buttons,  bur,  lace,  bill,  and  scarf  pins, 
•«•'•  '  .  etc..  in  rolle<l  plate.  The  employees  range  in  ininil)er  trnni 
t«*-  -rty.  accfirdiug  t«»  the  dictation  of  the   market  in   the  diri'ction  of 

bia   roaniifaoture.     Mr,  Witherell   nuiintains   no  ollice  in    N»'w  Voik  Imt    has 

„  „-i ^1  ijf,  Worth  Street  there  a  trav.'Iing  agent,  :inil   the  e\pe(t:ition 

of  ill  odJw  in  Chiengo 

•*■  •  A  ('«>.     About  IM7:i  .Mr.  Sinimons  began  as  ji   niMnMlMetur- 

»HK  jew i  n-nmined  alone  something  over  a  year,  making  rolled   phue 

chaiua.     In  .lanuarv.  IH7-I.  he  tiwik   K.  I,.  Mix-on,  of  Nonh  .Mileborougii,  as 


ill  <>t  Ml.  <  iminiliiK'H  fioiii  llu'  llrni.  Mr. 
I  •'•Millhiirit  \\w  liiioliii-HM  innlor  llir  iiainc  of 
•  ••  kiuMvn  BH  (III-  Hatkh  KiinoN  Co  ,  nn 
r  lo  Mr.  .loKi'iili  (i.  MiiichniKon,  prcvloimly 

I  rM\IIN<.s   .V    (  .1 
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a  partner,  thus  creating  the  present  firm  name.  They  took  the  second  floor 
of  the  old  Daggett  jeweh-y  shop,  jnst  south  of  the  stone  mill  at  the  Falls. 
In  March,  1875,  J.  L.  Sweet,  then  of  East  Attleborough,  entered  the  firm  as 
an  equal  partner,  but  the  name  underwent  no  change,  and  in  the  following 
June  the  firm  moved  to  Roblusville  and  established  their  manufactory  on  the 
first  floor  of  the  Freeman  building.  Since  then  several  additions  have  been 
ma,de  to  this  building  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
firm's  business,  and  it  now  occupies  "  something  over  10,000  square  feet  of 
floor." 

The  growth  of  this  enterprise  has  been  remarkable.  Twelve  years  ago  it 
was  by  comparison  insignificant,  requiring  but  eight  or  ten  hands  to  produce 
the  goods  made  ;  to-day  it  is  a  large  industry  in  itself,  furnishing  employment 
to  over  two  hundred  people,  and  distributing  among  them  for  a  month's 
wages  from  S8,000  to  §9,000.  This  firm  confines  itself  entirely  to  the  manu- 
facture of  rolled  gold  plated  chains  in  great  variety,  and  only  of  the  very 
best  quality.  The  figures  given  show  something  of  the  proportions  the  pro- 
duction has  assumed.  The  New  York  office  is  in  the  new  Knapp  Buildino-, 
41  and  43  Maiden  Lane,  and  the  firm  is  "  represented  "  in  a  number  of  foreign 
cities;  namely,  Rio  Janeiro,  Buenos  Ayres,  Montevideo,  Berlin,  Barcelona, 
and  Sydney,  New  South  Wales.  There  have  been  no  changes  since  the 
organization,  either  by  death  or  withdrawal. 

The  course  of  this  firm  has  been  a  brilliant  one,  and  its  sudden  though 
permanent  success  almost  unprecedented.  This  good  fortune  has  been 
largely  due  to  the  fact  that  it  at  once  established  a  reliable  character  for 
itself  as  a  manufacturing  house  that  invariably  produced  goods  which  prove 
what  they  purport  to  be,  and  that  its  members  were  possessed  of  the  needed 
sagacity,  foresight,  and  energy.  R.  F.  Simmons  &  Co.  probably  have  in 
their  employ  more  people  than  any  other  firm  in  town.' 

Bliss  Brothers  &  Everett.  This  partnership  continued  for  about  four- 
teen years.  In  1873  Charles  E.  and  Everett  B.  Bliss  and  R.  L.  F.  Everett 
organized  a  firm  under  this  name.  They  first  located  in  the  Steam  Power 
Company's  building,  but  moved  from  there  February  1,  1876,  to  their  pres- 
ent location  in  the  Robinson  Building  No.  2.  They  have  an  office  in  Room 
18,  No.  176  Broadway,  New  York,  and  Mr.  Everett  has  attended  to  the 
interests  of  the  business  there.  They  commenced  with  the  manufacture  of 
ladies'  sets,  but  as  fashions  have  changed  they  have  gradually  changed  their 
style  of  work,  and  at  present  are  making  gentlemen's  and  ladies'  charms, 
bar  and  cuff  pins,  collar-buttons,  and  a  variety  of  other  articles  of  orna- 
mented jewelry.     From  the  commencement  they  have  used  a  good  quality  of 


'  During  1892-93  they  erected  a  large  factory  at  Blackintonville,  betweeu  the  Bungay  River  and  the 
Attleborough  Branch  Railroad,  east  of  the  crossing.  The  building,  including  the  offices,  is  255  feet 
long,  about  36  feet  wide,  and  three  stories  high.  The  owners  occupy  the  second  floor,  and  Bliss 
Brothers  and  C.  A.  Wetherell  &  Co.  the  third  floor. 
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ruUtil  plate  aiul  have  always  inainUiiiuMl  tlu'  <;<)od  roi)iitation  their  goods 
g«iiie<l  for  them.  They  employ  from  thirty  to  fifty  hands,  which  proves 
ti,.  ■    .1,  siuvi'ssful.     The  original  lirni  has  recently  been  dissolved 

l,^  „,,|  (,f  Mr.  Kvcretf,  but  the  business  will  be  continued  by  the 

other  two  memlHTs  under  the  name  of  lii.iss  Hkutiikrs. 

Wai>oj(.  Nkwki.i.  A:  Co.  November  1,  1871,  Charles  J.  Cobb,  Saimiel 
(Joidil.Clarencv  L.  \Vat,s..n,  and  Fn-d.  .\.  Newell  formed  a  partnership  under 
the  Btvle  of  Cobb,  Gort.i.  A:  Cc'  .Mr.  Cobb  left  the  firm  P'ebruary  29,  1879, 
and  Mr.  (ioidd  on  .January  10,  IHMO.  when  tlic  nanie  became,  after  the  two 
remaining  p.irtners,  Watsox  «&  Nkwkll.  .lamiary  1.  IS.^T,  .loseph  F.  Kipley 
enteretl  tlie  firm,  wliich  then  atlixed  Co.  to  its  name.  The  number  of  hands 
•t  the  beginning  was  twelve,  and  there  are  now  a  hundred,  the  average  num- 
ber for  Boine  years.  The  weekly  payroll  is  Sl,UOU.  Solid,  rolled  plate  jew- 
elry in  the  mnnnfacture  of  this  firm,  and  at  present  a  specialty  is  made  of 
»levv»'  and  t-oUar  buttons.  This  has  in  former  years  l)een  varied  by  the 
making  of  several  styles  of  pins,  such  as  lace,  cuff,  and  shawl  pins.  The 
lu.  '  I-  always  been  on  Fnion  Street  and  there  is  no  out-of-town  otllce. 

Tl.  .Htnutial  a.H  well  as  cnterpri.sing  lirm,  as  its  well-sustained  position, 

•ftor  an  existence  of  less  than  fifteen  years  among  the  largest  and  most 
prominent  of  the  Fast  Altleborongh  companies,  amply  testifies. 

K.  H.  Ma<  i»oN,\i.i»  eonnnenced  business  for  himself  January  1,  1874,  in 
the  Steam  I'ower  Company's  building.  He  began  to  manufacture  chain 
niriveU,  and  soon  built  up  <|uite  a  large  and  lucrative  business.  Mr.  Mac- 
donaUl  movetl  in  .lanuary,  1881,  to  his  present  location,  the  ground  floor  of 
liaten'  new  building  «»n  I'nion  Street.  At  that  time  he  made  a  change  in  his 
•ilylf  of  manufacture,  and  look  up  the  making  of  line  plated  chains,  subse- 
quently adding  H|>ceialtie8  in  charms,  brooches,  pins,  etc.  He  generally 
vv  II  to  twenty  worknii-n.  and  his  monthly  payroll  ranges 
fr-  11"'  has  never  had  a  partner,  an<l  liis  success  is  due  to 
bia  own  etforta.  I.  \\  Lucas  has  charge  of  the  sales  tor  tliis  maniiractorv. 
''  I  io«>k  his  present  location  on  ilie  ''Taunton  road," 
.  •■  lie  nuinufactures  enameled  w«)od  goods,  and  is  also 
■  r,  etc.  His  itresent  working  force  is  about  ten  hands,  with 
'"th.      [Mr.  Doyle  has  left  town,  and  liis  l.nsiness  has 

buhinens  in  .luly,  1876,  alone.      In  188(1  \V.  A. 

«iatc«l  with  liim,  but  they  remained  his  partners 

'•■  '  Kehnuiry.  IMH:{,  he  bought  them  out,  and  since  that 

•  u  ai;aui  ttlwn.        II     •    n   \\\^  businertH  in  the  K.  I.  K'icjiards 

iirm'.  oxl»t«noo  Mr.  W.  A.  Haitcy  wuh  .  ..mu'ctcd 

■•     'onrcrn.    Sliir^  iho  nbovc  noiico  wntt  written 

irnxl,  iiiit    the    wi'll. known    iianK-   icmaiiiB 
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factor}',  and  employs  from  twenty  to  forty  hands  in  the  making  of  rolled 
gold  plated  chains  and  chain  bracelets. 

Nerney  &.  Lincoln.  In  1876  William  Nerney  and  Fred.  W.  Lincoln  pur- 
chased the  electro-plating  business  which  had  for  some  years  previous  been 
carried  on  by  SHORr  &  Nerney,  and  established  this  firm.  To  the  business 
of  electro-plating  they  add  that  of  coloring  jewelry,  but  are  not  manufac- 
turers. They  are  located  in  Bates'  Building  No.  1.  Their  employees  are 
boys,  and  at  present  the  number  is  not  large. ^ 

W.  T.  Chafee,  formerly  of  the  firm  of  Chafee  &  Ballou,  General 
Engravers,  continues  that  occupation  at  Anawan  Block,  North  Attleborough, 
in  connection   with  a  repairing  business.     He  employs  two  or  three  hands. 

S.  E.  Fisher  &  Co.,  wdth  8.  E.  and  W.  W.  Fisher  and  E.  D.  SturtCA'ant 
as  partners,  succeeded  to  the  firm  of  Demarest,  Fisher  &  Co.  on  July  1, 
1887,  and  this  partnership  has  continued  till  now  unchanged.  The  basement 
of  Stephen  Richardson's  factory  was  their  first  place  of  business,  and  on 
January  1,  1881,  they  moved  to  the  place  they  now  occupy  in  the  new 
Union  Power  Company's  building.  They  started  with  twenty-five  hands, 
have  sometimes  employed  a  hundred,  and  now  have  about  sixt}".  Their 
monthly  payments  for  labor  have  been  as  much  as  $6,000,  and  now  average 
about  $3,000.  These  figures  place  them  among  the  large  firms  of  their 
vicinity.  They  make  rolled  plated  goods  of  the  finest  grades,  and  specialties 
of  ladies'  lace  pins,  drops,  sets,  bangles,  bracelets,  lockets,  etc.  They  have 
an  office  at  41  Maiden  Lane,  New  York. 

G.  K.  Webster  is  located  in  Whiting's  shop.  The  first  firm  name  was 
G.  K.  Webster  &  Co.;  but  in  1883  the  "Co."  w^as  dropped.  The  first 
location  was  in  the  Company's  shop,  where  from  ten  to  fifteen  hands  were 
employed ;  at  the  present  time  from  forty  to  fifty  are  employed,  a  satisfac- 
tory increase  for  four  or  five  years.  This  is  a  manufactory  of  solid  rolled 
plate  goods,  —  collar  and  sleeve  buttons,  —  and  they  are  sold  through  the 
New  York  office  at  176  Broadway. 

Codding  Brothers.  January  J,  1878,  the  three  brothers  —  Arthur  E., 
James  A.,  and  Edwin  A.  Codding — formed  a  partnership  under  the  above 
name.  Their  business  is  conducted  at  North  Attleborough,  and  their  New 
York  office  is  at  194  Broadway- .  They  employ  about  twenty  hands  in  the 
manufacture  of  rolled  plate  bracelets.  There  have  been  no  changes  in  this 
firm  since  its  organization.- 

Marsh  &  Bigney.  This  firm  started  under  its  present  name  and  with  its 
present  members,  Charles  A.  Marsh  and  Sidney  0.  Bigney,  at  North  Attle- 


1  Messrs.  Nerney  and  Lincoln  dissolved  partnership  November  1,  1888,  and  ou  the  same  day  entered 
the  firm  of  C.  A.  Wethekell  &  Co.  which  had  been  formed  previously.  The  specialty  is  novelties 
in  silver.  » 

2The  present  name  of  this  firm  is  Codding  Brothers  &  Heilborn  and  their  location  in  Codding 
Brothers'  building  on  Jay  Street  near  Elm  Sti-eet,  North  Attleborough. 
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Lh.p.u-I.  on  DfCiMnhor  1.^,  lM7:t.  Tlu'V  l.r-an  ..pc-ialiuii.  in  tlic  Kichaidson 
faclorv  «itl.  alM.nl  ton  workiiuM..  In  April.  IHSJ.  tlu-y  were  completely 
hurufii  out.  an»l  liu'v  tlu-n  remove.l  t<.  East  Attlel.orou-ii  and  located  in 
uitc  of  K.  A.  Kol.inson's  luiihlin^'s  there,  where  they  still  remain^  Their 
workiiuMJ  now  numU'r  thirty,  and  their  payroll  amounts  to  al.out  81,500  a 
month.  They  are  nianiifaetnrers  of  rolled  plate  ijoods,  and  their  specialties 
arc  the  •'  M.  A:  H.  I'alent  Neck  Ciiain."  vest  chains  for  <ientlenieu,  and 
ItulieH' chainH.  They  Imve  no  out-of-town  ollicc  Imt  Mr.  Marsh  attends  to 
the  m\v»  which  are  eonsmninated  larijely  in  Ni-w  York  and  Chicago.  This 
Ann  has  ha«l  a  very  satisfactory  career,  and  with  the  exception  of  its  mis- 
fortune from  fire  has  been  steadily  prosperous.  [Dissolved  partiuMsliip  in 
.Inly,    IHUl.] 

S.   W.  (loi  l.D  A:  Co.     This   lirni    has    lieen    in    existence    since    January, 

18«0,  when  Measn*.  Samuel  W.  and  William  II.  Gonld,  brothers,  associated 

UH'inm-lveH  to<^etlier  as  u  nianufactnring  linn  under  this  style,  beginning  in 

one  of  Koltinson's  buildings.     They  subsefpiently  moved  to  Bates'  building 

OD  Union  Street,  where  they  now  are.     Their  specialties  are  ladies'  1)ar  plus, 

buttons,  bro«»che»,  etc.,  of  rolled  plate  and  what  is  called  gold  front  manu- 

faeturv.     .Since  tlie  llrst  the  !irni  has  averaged  a  working  force  of  fifty  liands, 

whicli  shows  that  the  business  is  a  steady  and  successful  one.     There  is  an 

olllco  at  10  Maiden  Lane,  New  York.     Mr.  (leorge  L.   Sweet,  of  the  liim  of 

IIatwakii  &  .SwKKT,  formerly  acted  as  salesman  for  this  linn.     The  present 

HI  is  \Villi:iin  W.  Middlebrook,  foruieily  employed  in  that  capacity  for 

1       Haywauo   A;    Co.' 

J.  M.  Fl.-'iu.u  \   Co.     The   (»riginal    lirni.    fornu-d   .Inniiaiy    1,    1.S80.   was 

II^KKit   &   KisiiKit,  .1.    .M.    Kisher   and    C.    K.    Harris    licing    its    nuMnbers. 

Thfv  iHiMipifd  quartern  in   Robinson's  HUiall  brick   building  and  now  occui)y 

till-    iip|NT    floor  of  hiti  new  building.      In    February.    ISS"),    ;\Ir.    I  In  iris    left 

'     ;i  and  .S.  A.  Hrigj^s  entered  it.  and  the  present   nanie  was  adopli-d.      It 

..•ry  HUmll  iM-^inning,  with  only  five  hamls  ;   now  it  employs  from   forty 

It  hah  adopted  the  Hysteni  of  weekly  payments.     The   manufacture 

'•  ■•!i«ru»ii  and  i...i...i^  in  Holi<l  roih-d   plate.     The  oidy  oH'kh-   is  at   the 

own. 

•  d  Ml  ItiiHineMH  with  (ieorge  \V.  Cheevi-i-,  as  C'iikkvkh 

laclory  of  the  Company's  buildings  in  North  Attle- 

•"  '       '  iiImt,    1H«0,   this    lirni    <liswolvi'd    partnershi|>,    and    Mr. 

I^  'dH  own  account    in   a   very  small   shop  on   Kim 

**'  '  "     In  \**>>*'-i  he  moved  into  his  present  <|uai-ters. 

Illy  foot  lonjf  by  twenty-live  wide,  just   beside  the  old  one.      His 

...I..--.   •••  lluit     '     •     'iu-|j|aling,  cleelrotyping,  and   ccdoring   of    jewelrv, 

•I;  but  anollicr  uwlrr  Uid  Minii-  name  han  Ixion  r<iniu'<l,  Uie  incinbLTs 
.,T»,...r.   n   «    OoiiM  Mil  rmnk  W.  »o.l  OHvor  I'.  nilM.    (Tlil-.  ilrin  li;i.  .IImsoIvcI.] 
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and  he  also  works  on  silverware.  He  employs  from  ten  to  twelve  hands, 
and  his  monthly  payments  to  the  same  range  from  $600  to  S700.  Mr. 
Bounett  does  quite  a  large  business  and,  considering  the  amount  of  capital 
invested,  a  very  profitable  one.      [Now  in  Richards  building.] 

L.  E.  Sadler  began  in  1880  in  Robinson's  building  to  manufacture  a 
"specialty"  in  rolled  plate  goods.  This  embraces  lace  and  scarf  pins, 
brooches,  bracelets,  studs,  and  collar-buttons.  He  keeps  from  ten  to 
twenty-five  hands  employed,  according  to  the  conditions  of  business.  [Now 
foreman  for  F.  H.  Sadler  &  Co.] 

W.  G.  Clark  &  Co.  March  1,  1881,  Walter  G.  Clark  and  John  F. 
Mackinson  started  this  firm,  locating  in  F.  S.  Draper's  building  at  North 
Attleborough.  There  has  been  no  change  excepting  that  of  removing  the 
business  to  B.  S.  Freeman's  building  at  the  Falls.  The  specialty  of  this 
firm  is  sleeve-buttons  for  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  of  rolled  gold  plate. 
It  has  an  olHce  at  196  Broadway,  New  York. 

D.  F.  Briggs  began  on  July  23,  1882,  at  the  Falls,  where  he  still  con- 
tinues to  manufacture  solid  gold,  silver,  and  rolled  plate  swivels  ;  also,  spring 
rings,  bars,  and  chain  trimmings,  and  vest  and  eyeglass  chains,  with  findings 
and  watch  materials.  His  specialty  is  gold,  silver,  plate,  and  jet  eyeglass 
chains.  Mr.  Briggs  commenced  with  one  employee  and  has  now  twent}"- 
eight,  his  monthly  payroll  avei'aging  about  $700,  an  encouraging  increase 
for  five  years.  He  has  no  out-of-town  office.  [Later  Mr.  Briggs  associ- 
ated with  himself  two  partners,  as  the  D.  F.  Briggs  Company  ;  still  later 
he  sold  out  and  is  now  connected  with  W.  F.  Briggs  &  Co.,  Attleborough 
Falls:] 

Daggett  &  Clap.  In  August,  1882,  Harvey  Clap  and  H.  M.  Daggett, 
Jr.,  commenced  manufacturing  at  Mansfield  in  the  Kingman  &  Hodges 
shop.  At  the  end  of  three  days  a  failure  of  water-power  occurred  there. 
They  immediately  hired  shop  room  of  H.  N.  Daggett  in  the  original  old 
cotton  mill  at  the  Falls,  moved  their  machinery  and  tools  in  the  night,  and 
were  ready  to  go  to  work  in  the  morning.  In  September,  1886,  they  made 
another  move,  to  the  third  floor  of  Bates'  new  building  in  East  Attle- 
borough. The  firm  have  already  met  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success, 
as  they  employ  about  sixty  hands,  to  whom  they  pay  weekly  over  $500. 
During  1886  they  melted  nearly  $10,000  worth  of  gold  in  the  making  of 
heavy  plate  for  the  manufacture  of  a  variety  of  ladies'  goods,  such  as  but- 
tons, bracelets,  initial  goods,  novelties,  etc.  There  is  an  office  belonging  to 
this  firm  at  41  and  43  Maiden  Lane,  New  York,  and  another  at  82  Madison 
Street,  Chicago. 

H.  H.  Curtis  &  Co.  Henry  H.  Curtis  and  George  H.  Coggsill  are  the 
partners  in  this  firm,  and  they  organized  in  May,  1883,  and  located  where 
they  now  are,  in  the  Company's  building  at  North  Attleborough.  They 
began  with  twenty  hands,  have  now  about  thirty-five,  and  when  business  is 
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brisk  their  onlors  rc.,ui.v  aLuut  .ixty-tivo.  Tliey  have  a  specialty  of  sleeve- 
buttouH  for  hulie.  aiul  pentlen,en,  in  rollecl  plate.  There  have  been  no 
chnujjcH  ill  this  lli-m  ai.-l  it  has  no  ont-of-town  ollice.  [Now  m  E.  I. 
UichnnlH'  l»uil»lin«^.] 

U11.KV  &  FuKNcii.  'i'he  orjranization  of  this  lirm  dates  from  June  1, 
18H3.  Thi-n-  have  been  no  ehanges  in  the  firm  and  but  one  in  location. 
T\w\  .K-fupied  a  p«)rtion  of  the  Dennis  Everett  factory  on  East  Street  in 
the  iHH^imiiiig  and  are  now  in  that  of  the  Totten  Brothers.  The  increase  to 
bo  n..tnl  here  is  fr-.m  tifiven  to  seventy-five  employees  in  four  years.  The 
t.r.— iM  wrekiy  payroll  is  ^H)  to  S700.  This  firm  makes  both  solid  gold 
lled-plaU-  jewelry  and  a  special  ladies'  sleeve-button  with  pin  and 
ciKui.  atlaclmu-nt,  of  whicii  manufacture  it  is  the  patentee.  The  members 
of  this  i'literpnsint:  company  are  (i.  Herbert  French  and  William  H.  Riley, 
Jr.     They  maintain  an  otlice  at   I7s  liioadway,  New  York.      [Present  name 

Hll.F.Y,    IIf.KKKON    iV:     KkKNCII.] 

K.  S.  Cii.itKKT.     In  October,   ISMl.  the  tirm  of  F.  G.  Pate  &  Co.  sold 

out   thrir   t«Kilh,  fixtures,  etc.,  and    tiiese  were    purchased    by  Mr.   Gilbert. 

He  »l  once  started  work  in  the  I'nion  Power  Company  building  with  four 

hnndti   ami   at   present,   when    **  running    full    time,"    employs    thirty.     His 

muiiufacttire  consists  of  both  gold  and  gold-plated  goods  in  articles  for  both 

ladieH  and  gentlemen  and  in  assorted  lines.     Mr.  Gilbert  has  an  ollice  at  202 

Rroadwaj,  New  York,  and  his  business  is  gaining  steadily  in  size  and  extent. 

('.   U.  Hakhih  on  retiring  from  the  firm  of  Hakuis  «&  Fisher  in  February, 

iH^.'i,  at  oiici-  opened  for  himself  in  a  new  line  of  business.      He  began  with 

etmrinA,  looket«,  and  emblems,  and  to  these  soon  added  a  full  line  of  chttins, 

uade  of  fine  rolled  platt*.     His  manufactory  and  (^llice  are  both  on 

■  t,  Knht  AttlelM>rough.      [.Mr.  Harris  lias  left  town.] 

J.  N.  HvQu  &  Co.     The  lirm  of  Knkiiit  A:   Hkkky  was  organized  June  1, 

!--■ '  it  tK'gaii  to  carry  on  I)iisine88  in  the  wooden   building  in  the  rear  of 

W  -.UiiM-  factory,  where  the  present  firm  is  still  located.     September 

•    Hrownicker  enteretl  the  firm  and  Co.  was  added  to  its  name. 

till-  Httine  year  Mr.  Knight  withdrew,  but  the  nanu'  riMuaiued 

iil»er  1,    IHHft,    John    N.    Hugo    became   a     partner,    and 

i    to    Hi<io  v\c   Ukkio.     Octolter   2.'),    1886,   Mr. 

1  muary  1,  i8H7,  .Mr.  Berry  also.     At  tiiis  time  the 

iitunr  und  uolher  change,  becoming  as  above,  with  .John   X.  Hugo 

i»    "    '         :  ••!■«.     'I'he  iiumb«'r  of  operatives  varies  from 

''  -.      Lace,  scarf,  and   shawl  pins,  brooches, 

:iinl  ennlnipH   are    made,    with    a    npeeialty    of    sleeve-liuttons,   in 

■  '  'n  mid  HMJi.l  jF.ihl  front  work.     The  only  ofllce  is  at  the  factory 

■-.r  ..f  III.-   i.iiiMiii'j  JH'fon-  uH'iilioncd.      f'lMiis  firm   is  not    in 

''■     '^tvli-  i»f   Bi.NNi:rr  iV    IIm.i.ikay 
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organized  Februaiy  1,  1885,  and  began  work  in  Guild's  Block,  North  Attle- 
borough,  subsequently  removing  to  the  quarters  occupied  by  the  present  firm 
in  Robinson's  building,  East  Attleborough.  January  1,  1886,  Mr.  Halliday 
bought  Mr.  Bennett's  interest  and  continues  under  the  above  name.  As  yet 
the  number  of  hands  has  never  exceeded  twelve.  The  special  manufacture 
is  lace  and  scarf  pins  and  eardrops  in  solid  rolled  plate,  and  there  is  no 
out-of-town  office.      [Mr.  Halliday  has  left  town.] 

C.  A.  Shepardson  l)egan  about  two  years  ago  at  room  7,  Crandall's 
Block,  an  engraving  and  chasing  business,  and  he  is  also  a  jewelry  design 
maker.  He  usually  employs  about  five  men,  and  pays  them  an  averao-e  of 
$2.50  per  day  each,  or  $75  a  month.  He  is  still  located  in  the  same  place. 
[Not  in  the  business.] 

Wheaton  &  Richards.  This  is  one  of  the  most  recently  organized  firms 
in  town.  Mark  O.  Wheaton  and  J.  Shepai'd  Richards  formed  a  copartner- 
ship on  November  15,  1886.  They  are  located  in  Robinson  building  number 
1,  and  their  specialty  is  lever  collar  and  sleeve  buttons  made  of  fine  rolled 
gold  plate.  Beyond  this  little  can  as  yet  be  said  of  this  firm,  as  when  our 
information  was  received  there  had  onl}'  been  sufficient  time  after  the  oro-ani- 
zation  to  get  samples  into  the  market.  [Present  name  Wheaton,  Richards 
&  Co.] 

Oscar  M.  Draper  started  in  business  in  1862,  under  tlie  name  of  O.  M. 
Draper  &  Co.,  E.  I.  Richards  being  associated  with  him.  In  1868  the 
name  became  0.  M.  Draper  alone.  In  1876  he  took  and  has  since  occupied 
an  entire  floor  in  the  new  Richards  factory.  He  began  and  has  continued 
with  a  specialty  of  patent  fire-gilt  and  nickel  chains,  and  he  also  makes  charms 
and  swivels.  He  was  the  first  in  town  to  manufacture  what  are  known  as 
"  swedged  goods,"  and  his  machinery  is  the  most  complete  and  ingenious  used 
in  the  production  of  this  line  of  goods.  His  business  is  a  large  and  profit- 
able one,  and  he  gives  employment  to  about  eighty  hands. 

R.  Blackinton  &  Co.  dates  back  to  1863,  when  the  firm  was  organized 
with  R.  Blackinton,  T.  S.  Mann,  and  Walter  Ballon  as  members.  They 
began  at  the  Falls,  where,  in  1867,  Mr.  Mann  withdrew.  In  1878  Messrs. 
Blackinton  &  Ballou,  then  and  still  the  only  members  of  the  firm,  moved 
to  the  Richards  building,  and  subsequently  to  F.  G.  Whitney's  factor3%  where 
they  now  are.  This  has  been  an  especially  successful  firm,  it  having  at  times 
employed  as  many  as  a  hundred  and  forty  hands.  Solid  gold  and  all  kinds 
of  plated  jewelry  are  manufactured  in  this  establishment,  and  at  present 
there  is  a  specialty  of  bracelets. 

E.  I.  Franklin  &  Co.  is  among  the  large  firms.  It  began  in  1874  with 
Elton  I.  Franklin,  Hiram  S.  Somes,  and  Clarence  W.  Fisher  as  its  partners. 
Messrs.  Franklin  &  Fisher  purchased  the  interest  of  the  third  partnei',  and 
continue  in  the  business  together  under  the  original  name.  They  have  been 
in  both  the  Richardson  and  Draper  shops,  and  are  now  in  Whiting's.     They 


J,.,.  nuploviiu-m    K.  oiirlity  lian.l.  in  the  making  of   gold   front  and 

,,l  „of  various  kinds  for  ladies'  wear.     [Now  in  Whitney's  building.] 

Sanplam.,  Cai-uon  &  C"o.   started    in  the    Richards    -back  factory"  in 

•  .vod    in    18«1    to  the  TnioM   Power  Company  building.     They 

,iue  of  plated  goods  for  both  ladies  and  gentlemen  aud  fmiiisli 

iniploymeiit  to  about  seventy-live  workmen. 

C.  K.  Smith  A;  Co.  do  (piite  a  large  busiuess  in  solid  jewelry,  and  they 
al«w>  niHkf  both  real  and  imitation  diamond  jewelry.     [The  name  of  this  firm 

ii»   now   lltMiHK.K    A:    Nll.KS.] 

Dkmakkst  \  HuAPV.  The  present  linn  dates  from  1877.  Five  years 
prfvi«His  Mr.  Deiuarest  organizetl  a  .stock  company  having  nine  associates, 
which  ciirricil  on  business  in  Wetherell's  factory,  at  Tlainville.  lu  1874  he 
Mild  oiil  Uicre  and  organized  another  stock  company  of  five  associates,  under 
Uie  stvie  of  Dkmakkst  A:  !•  i-iii  k.  which  had  its  manufactory  iu  the  Richard- 
»4>ii  building.  North  Attleborough.  In  1M77  Mr.  Demarest  sold  out  here  and 
foruRNj  a  partnerbhip  with  Mr.  Ibady.  (ieorge  Demarest  and  B.  B.  Brady 
are  the  only  ineiuliers  of  the  lirm.  which  is  located  in  the  Whiting  Manufac- 
turing ('<»mpanv  Ituihling.  It  has  a  special  uiake  of  sets,  drops,  studs,  and 
Hi-arfpin.s.  Mr.  Demarest  originated  the  stock  plan  which  has  been  followed 
by  olbeni  with  success. 

Ma»«>n,  Drai'KH  iV  Co.  is  another  large  lirm,  and  is  locateil  in  the  Free- 
man Hhop  at  the  Falls.  It  commenced  manufacturing  in  1870.  it  has  in  its 
••mploy  alniut  »evcnty-live  men,  and  has  a  line  of  specialties  in  rolled  stock 
plaU',  »ucli  u.H  patent  bracelets,  ladies'  sets,  bar  pins,  etc.,  and  has  an  office 
in  New  York  nl  17<»  Broadway.  The  memliers  are  M.  II.  aud  S.  D.  Mason 
•  .  K.  Dra|KT.  [This  firm  dissolved  partnership  and  two  firms  subse- 
iy  forine*!  are  an  outgrowth  of  it;  namely,  ^Ias(»n  &  RoisisiNs  and  the 
5Iamin  Jkwklky  Co.,  iMith  at  Attleborough  Falls. J 

Smith  A  Ci«>»|jv  are  also  among  the  larger  companies   in  the   east  part  of 

llii'  town.     The  linn  wan  estaidished   in    1H72.  with   Ihrt-e    inend>ers,  W.  H. 

>umUi.  a.  U.  Crosby,  ond  C.  K.  Smith.     The  latter  has  since  withdrawn,  and 

'  r  nre  the  only  partners.      'I'lie   firm   makes  ;i   specialty  of  solid 

iH.  of  which  it   pi'oduces  u  great  variety.  em|»loying  when  busi- 

'  !y  liaiiflH  and  fifteen  engravers. 

V.  ,  11     A  ..  vMinii  «.V  Co,  Ih  Mlill  another  large  firm   in    I^:ist  .\ttleborougb, 

bimI  U'tfan  \\n  i-xiHtencu  in   IH7-',  with  W.  11.  and  .1.  ('.   Wilmarth,   forming 

•  ^\  ii.MAirni   Bi«»TiiKUs.  which   began   business  in    Robinson's 

,        1  .  .1.  W.  I.ullier  was  admitted   to  the    firm,  which  was  then 

I    Lltukm    A;    Wii.MAiiTii    Bhothkhh.     SlKMtly    after    Willard    Wheeler 

l<l  TMKK.   Wll.MAinil    BnoTIIKItS    iV    WllKKLKR. 

MiM    Whteler   retircfl    in  succession,  and   in 

iJie  «iilin'  buiiiiu>M  liecniip  \\      11.  Wihnarth.     The  oriuinal 

II.  .iHifactun*   irni*  roIKil  pinted  nuun  ;  tins  was  ciianned   to  brass  and   lire- 
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gill  chain  ;  then  buttons  were  taken  up  ;  and  then  again  chain  in  electro- 
plate and  also  sleeve-buttons,  with  perhaps  other  varieties.  This  firm  has  at 
times  given  employment  to  a  hundred  and  thirty-six  hands. 

[In  May,  1890.  Edwin  B.  Bullock  bought  this  bu-^iness,  which  he  has  continued  under  the 
same  name,  and  for  some  years  in  the  same  building  —  Robinson's  —  where  he  occupied  three 
floors,  45  by  80  feet  in  size,  and  employed  from  160  to  175  operatives.  The  machinery  in  this 
establisliment  is  very  complete  in  all  departments,  "including  steam  power,  rolling  mills, 
presses,  etc.,  a  noticeable  feature  being  the  electro-plating  apparatus,  which  is  of  the  latest  and 
most  approved  style."  Mr.  Bullock  is  the  possessor  of  the  curious  chain-making  machines 
formerly  owned  l)y  P.  G.  Whitney  &  Co.  A  large  variety  of  rolled  gold  jewelry  •'  of  all  kinds 
and  in  all  grades  "  is  made  here,  but  the  principal  specialties  are  "  lever  and  separable  sleeve 
and  collar  buttons,  curb,  rope,  Geneva  and  fancy  link  ladies'  and  gents'  chains,  etc..  in  the  best 
quality  electro  rolled  plate."  It  is  said  "  fifteen  hundred  styles  of  buttons  are  made  here  con- 
stantly, three  hundred  old  being  discarded  and  three  hundred  new  and  popular  styles  substi- 
tuted each  year  —  that  is,  about  one  fresh  novelty  for  each  working  day."  Among  the  most 
popular  collar-buttons  may  be  named  the  •'  Dandy,"  the  '•  Daisy"  and  the  ''  Crescent,"  and  at 
tines  one  hundred  gross  of  each  of  these  has  been  manufactured  daily.  Mr.  Bullock  uses 
many  brilliants  in  his  manufactures,  and  Vjy  a  peculiar  process  of  his  own  these  are  "  made 
from  glass  canes,"  and  a  very  large  proportion  of  them  are  set  by  skilletl  lapidaries  in  his 
employ,  thus  materially  reducing  both  cost  and  price  of  the  goods  and  benefiting  both  producer 
and  consumer.  The  trade  of  this  firm  extends  to  Europe,  Australia,  and  Central  and  South 
America,  and  many  of  the  manufactures  are  for  foreign  trade  specially,  never  being  exhibited 
in  this  country.  The  sales  for  the  year  1890  or  1891  amounted  to  some  .§260,000.  The  New 
York  ortice  is  at  176  Broadway,  Room  11.  In  1893  Mr.  Bullock  built  a  large  shop  on  the 
corner  of  Hazel  and  School  streets  in  the  east  part  of  the  village,  commencing  operations  there 
the  first  of  September.  It  is  three  stories  high,  the  main  building  200  by  40  feet,  the  L  50  by 
25  feet,  and  the  office  front  .52  by  20  feet.  The  firm  uses  two  floors,  the  upper  being  unoccu- 
pied. In  .January.  1894,  a  stock  company  was  formed  under  tlie  name  of  "  'J'he  AV.  H. 
Wilmarth  it  Co.  Corpoi'ation."] 

Streeter  Brothers  made  their  first  venture  in  the  autumn  of  1867  in  the 
Steam  Power  Company  factory,  and  later  moved  to  the  factory  of  W.  D. 
Wilmarth  on  County  Street,  where  they  still  are.  They  manufacture  gilt 
jewelry  with  a  specialty  of  chains,  and  employ  some  tw^enty-five  or  thirty 
hands.     The  members  of  the  firm  are  Heury  A.  and  John  F.  Streeter. 

Daniel  H.  Smith  was  in  the  jewelry  business  for  about  twenty  vears, — 
beginning  not  far  from  1866, —  some  of  the  time  in  connection  with  others, 
but  for  a  number  of  years  by  himself.  He  was  for  some  time  located  in 
Hay  ward's  building  making  plated  goods  of  several  kinds,  gentlemen's  lock- 
ets being  a  specialty.  He  has  recently  made  an  entire  change  in  his  occupa- 
tion and  become  an  undertaker.  He  has  rooms  in  Watson's  Block,  which  are 
supplied  with  everything  necessary  for  the  proper  conduct  of  that  business. 
Mr.  Smith  is  well  fitted  for  this  occupation  and  will  fill  a  long-felt  want. 

Nelson  Carpenter,  since  his  withdrawal  from  the  firm  of  Hayward  & 
Carpenter,  has  conducted  business  for  himself.  He  was  at  first  in  D.  H. 
Smith's  shop,  and  removed  from  that  to  his  present  location  in  the  Bates 
building,  13  Mill  Street.  His  employees  number  over  thirty,  and  he  makes 
chiefly  pins,  earrings,  and  scarfpins. 

A.  E    Dean  began  as  a  chaser  about  twenty  years  ago,  and  has  always  been 
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in  the  snine  location,  ut  L'Td  Wasliiiiiitoii  Stroet,  North  Attleboroii-zh.  He  has 
Ht  tinifs  eiuplt.yiMl  nine  or  ton  men  in  this  line  of  work,  hut  at  present,  owing 
to  the  ileprehsion  of  hnsiness,  is  ahmo.' 

K.  V.  Jknskv.  Hiu-cessor    to  thi'  firm  of  ('.   W.  Ciiasi:  c^  Co.,   has  l)eeu 
h>c«tfHt    in    tlie    Hichnnis    hniUling   since    February   1,   1882.     He    makes    a 
ilty  of   rolhnl-phito  and  tire-gilt  rings.     Just  at   present,  business  not 
_  l»ris»k,  hf  is  i-ngaged  in  burnishing  work.     [He  has  since  left  town.] 

Uaniki.  C'ruttv  is  also  located  in  the  Kiciiards  factory,  where  he  employs 
alKMit  ten  hands  in  the  making  of  . -i. •.•!'.. -pint. ■ -.1. -eve  buttons.  [He  has  gone 
out  of  this  business.] 

.1.  N.  Thomson  &  Co.  are  in  the  .^aiiie  factory  —  manufacturers  of  fine 
Hold  pinte  jewelry.  This  business  has  been  recently  established.  [One  or 
two  changes  were  made  in  this  business,  but  it  had  only  a  short  existence.] 

riioMA>  ToTTKN  A:  Co.  luivc  uow  a  factorv  of  their  own  near  the  depot  in 
N«»rtli  .VtllelHinuigh.  They  were  among  the  tirms  burned  out  in  1882  in 
the  Kichnrd»on  factory.  Tiit'lr  goods  are  rolled-gold  plated  chains,  chain 
:-  -.  antl  chain  bracelets.     They  have  also  been  very  successful  in  the 

II  _     ■:   (hit  plated  chains.     They  furnish  work  for  about  sixty  employees. 

.Many  other  companies  have  been  organized  during  the  hundred  years  since 
IhiH  intiustry  began  it^  existence  here  that  are  no  longer  in  any  way  repre- 
ticiitol.  .Some  have  been  merged  into  others,  and  some  have  ceased  to  exist 
by  JM'ing  diH»olve«l  —  such  for  instance  as  Tiik  Union  Jewef.ry  Co.,  formed 
in  1M.'».*»  or  18.'»«;,  changed  later  to  Thompson,  Richardson  &  Co.,  and  finally 
in  \xCA  terminated  by  dissolution.  There  are  also  many  others  at  present  in 
'f  which  no  special  mention  is  here  made.     It  should  be  said  that 

-  ■••  i-H  have  been  furnished  in  a  rather  dull  time,  and  the  figures  in  many 

inittJiiiceN,  therefore,  are  to  be  taken  as  something  of  a  discount  upon  the  true 
•vemye. 

For  ;i.  iKv  v.-arn  thi»  tra<le  has  furnished  em|)loynienl  for  women  as  well  as 

nwo  ere  first  eni|)loyed  in  the  ollices  in  putting   the  goods  on   to 

•  'hem  in  boxes,  and  for  (piite  a  long  period  occupation  was 

■mew  ill  the  niakin-.'  of  chain.      Moth  these  are  pleasant  and 

lative  occupationH.      At   llie  prisnit  tlMu-  women   are  emploved 

in  other  departments.      It  is  said  they  are  <piicker 

men,  and   they  <lo  not  command   as   hiixli  wattes, 

»•••-  ti  c«  .  .1)  ndvnnLaKe  t<»  the  eujph.yer.     Several   linns  also  emplov 

gathered  some  statistics  rclnliug  to  thecondi- 
it  that  time.      I'liese  were  published   in   its  issue 

"•  wtaleni -   •••.    from   lifty-lhree   lirms  ;nid   arc 

iioHi  UiU  rhapicr  refer  In  llie  (.prliig  of  1887—  previous  to 
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said  to  iuclude  the  larger  portion  of  the  manufactories  then  in  town,  with  the 
exception  of  those  in  South  and  West  Attleborough,  which  would  give  an 
increase  of  only  four  or  five.  The  figures  given  were  for  the  mouth  of 
September,  1879.  The  fifty-three  firms  were  employing  2,081  hands  with 
an  aggregate  payroll  of  8101,461.  The  goods  shipped  during  that  month 
were  worth  the  large  sum  of  $398,210.  Several  firms  declined  to  give  statis- 
tics, and  the  Chronicle  made  an  estimate  of  these  as  employing  372  hands 
■with  a  payroll  of  $19,750  and  a  shipment  of  $83,000,  which  makes  a  large 
addition  to  the  above  given  figures.  The  average  rate  of  wages  was  "just 
about  "  $2  per  day.  The  largest  number  of  hands  employed  in  any  one  shop 
was  125.  There  were  five  firms  that  together  employed  525.  The  largest 
payroll  was  $6,100,  and  the  five  largest  aggregated  $24,900.  The  largest 
shipment  by  any  one  firm  amounted  to  $32,500,  and  five  firms  shipped  in  the 
mouth  to  the  amount  of  $123,314.  To-daj^  there  are  one  hundred  manufac- 
turing establishments  in  town,  and  to  carry  out  some  of  the  above  figures 
there  should  be  now  about  3,900  employees,  and,  the  proportions  being  the 
same  for  a  given  month,  a  payroll  of  $191,435  and  a  shipment  amounting  to 
the  sum  of  $751,339.  Large  as  these  figures  appear,  they  are  probably  less 
than  the  true  aggregate.  To  the  hundred  manufactories  mentioned  above 
must  be  added  twenty  establishments  now  in  existence,  engaged  in  other 
branches  of  the  trade  —  enaraelers,  engravers,  chasers,  refiners,  makers  of 
jewelers'  findings,  etc.,  but  all  directly  connected  with  and  a  part  of  it. 
There  is  no  other  town  in  the  country  where  so  large  a  business  of  this  nature 
is  done.  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  Newark,  N.  J.,  are  largely  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  jewelry,  l)ut  no  comparison  Avith  them  can  be  made,  as  they 
are  both  large  cities. 

In  what  has  been  said  of  this  great  enterprise  no  attempt  has  been  made 
to  trace  its  growth  in  any  one  portion  of  the  town  as  compared  with  another. 
At  the  present  writing  no  division  has  been  effected  ;  we  are  still  the  toivn  of 
Attleborough.  To  the  outside  world  certainly  the  credit  due  any  part  is  due 
the  whole.  Whatever  the  near  or  the  far  future  may  have  in  store,  the  first 
century  of  our  chronicles  of  jewelry  belongs  to  the  good  old  single  town  of 
Attleborough  ;  therefore  in  the  preceding  sketch  no  sectional  lines  have  been 
drawn,  but  from  the  material  at  hand  the  facts  have  been  arranged  chiefly 
by  date  — though  with  some  irregularities  —  and  without  much  regard  to 
locality.  Only  a  mere  sketch  of  this  business  has  been  attempted,  not  a 
history  —  that  complete  would  of  itself  fill  the  pages  of  a  very  large  volume. 
Rut  if  some  little  idea  of  its  rise  and  progress  has  been  given,  and  any  at  all 
adequate  conception  of  its  magnitude  can  be  formed  by  people  whose  personal 
knowledge  of  it  may  be  limited,  the  desired  purpose  will  have  been  fully 
accomplished. 

[During  the  years  since  the  above  chapter  was  wi-itteii  many  changes  have  taken  place  iu 
firms  and  their  locations,  and  such  of  them  as  have  been  ascertained  have  been  mentioned  with 
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iMiiMilar  uollitit.     X«-\v  lirui*  Iimvp  aloo  \ n  foniu'il.  l)Ul  mkIi  iilivi(»iisly  ciiniiut  with 

prwprirty  have  -iKM-iiil  nuMition.  a*  tin-  division  iiimie  an  eiul  to  tlie  liiistory  of  Attiel)orough 
prupiT.  Xrw  builclin>;'>  liave  Ihou  omMt'<|  by  M-veral  firms,  such  as  CocMiuf,'  Brotliers.  who 
b»\c  tiullt  a  i-hop  ou  Jiiy  Strit-t,  nrur  Klin,  in  Nortli  Atll('i)orou,irh,  ami  an  adilition  has  been 
ma-!'  T..  tti.  .T.  i:.  l»ntiMr  k  Co.  I.nijilin;;  in  tbo  >anic'  villa-re.  J.  M.  Batt-s  has  also  built 
a-  ,  ,  .u;rh.  an<l  otiir-r  bnililini;s  tliorc  havt-  already  been  mentioned. 

N  •  -I  in  the  Ktyli'  and  kind  of  ;rooils  produeed  as  the  demands  of  a 

II  ;  i-f«|uin'.  Sometimes  this  rlianjre  is  simply  an  addition  to  the  ori',Mnal 
|.r  liniieil.  n>  in  the  ease  of  ().  M.  Draper,  who,  besides  his  oriirinal  spe- 
,■  iiiiki-x  a  line  of  rollcd-iilale  chains;  again  there  may  be  a  cessation  for 
li  i  priMlnctionN  ftir  lines  entirely  new,  as  with  II.  II.  Curtis  &  Co.,  who 
a;  Mi.niM  Ui«  to  novelties  —  tliouirh  of  a  large  variety  —  in  silver  goods.  Such,  too, 
|.  •!)  H'nko  A-  CInflin.  who  make  now  very  little  of  their  old  style  of  Jewelry,  but  are 
ui                              •••:»t  variety  of  sferlin:;  silver  articles,  such  as  individual  butter  plates,  salt- 

•  .  -.  Indies"  condi-.  fancy  hairjiins,  boiiu't-i)ins.  belt-buckles,  and  nniny  other 

•  I  ilMTMMitters,  |M-nholders,  umbrella  tags,  etc..  for  both  ornament  and 
II-  -  n  esiM'cially  suspender  i-lasps,  key-rings,  knives,  cigar-cutters,  and 
\-  may  Ik-  mentioned,  t'le  latter  being  their  specialty  and  niimb(;ring  several 
h  'vies  and  pattern-  in  shape  and  linish.    These  ami  some  other  articles  are 

III  Watson  .V  Newell  have  for  some  time  i)een  making  a  great  many 
—  lid  ■leeoratioii"-,  specimens  of  which  may  be  bouglii  in  cities  all  over  the 

-  "t  each  place.     It  is  said  that  thousands  of  the  souvenir  spoons  sokl  in 

■  f  the  >V«irld'- Fair,  from  the  Midway  Plaisancc  to  the  Liberal  Arts  Building, 

liil.reiit  Unns  here,  while  a  great  many  articles  of  jewelry  sold  as  specimens  of 

II  or  haixlicnifl  of  the  loiintry  oflering  them  —whether  Kgypt.  Bulgaria.  Tni'lii'V. 

ide  in  the  shops  of  our  Eastern  .States,  and  no  doubt  their  full  proportion 


■  ■f    Miaiiiifaeture  has  recently  been  taken  up  by  French  <\L-    Fraidvlin.of  North 

In  Oliver  llligree,  which  much  resembles  and  apparently  erpials  the  famous  deli- 

liiit  description.    Tlie  Hpecinicns  seen  by  the  writer  were  extremely 

no  two  or  tlin-e  inches  long  but  ipiite  perfect  in  proportion  and  linisli, 

II  window,  of  real  gljtss,  ami  <|uite  small  enough  for  the  most  diminutive 

.  with  <liairs,  tables  and  sofas  all  tit   for  the  use  of  the  daintiest  ellin  queen, 

IS.     Kxnmples  of  this  nature  might  be  nmltiplied  almost  indeti- 

:iriit\  iiiid  number  of  articles  of  ex«|iMsJt(.  design  and  beautiful 

•  M  III  the  two  towns  be  more  of  a  surprise  than  to  a  large  number  of 

■  •.    One  limy  purchase  in  many  of  the  leading  jewelry  and  silverware 

•...   ■  .il.-"  nr«lele»  of  elegaiiee  and  pri.e,  b<-arlng  the  trademark  of  the  tirni 

I  wen-  inmie  wlthhi  the  limits  of  what  was  so  long  known  as  the  town  of 

-i|c«  or  fnet«  MTveH  to  make  the  i.rop..rlions  whid,  ihjs  business  has 

If ■•'■-r..  have  |H-net rated  to  the -ends  ,,f  the  earth."  and  gained 

It  Is  true  that    this  In  often  rererrcd  to  by  the  appli<-u- 

^'  •  idthei  of  ••cheap  jewelry  town,"  and  indeed  we  might 

\:i«  done,  with  the  reputation  that  same  cheap  jewelry 

'■'    ""'  liip'iinily  have  I n  reijuired  in  the  develop 

•Is  are  in  every  re>ipec|  exactly  and   only  what 

'fitctiirers  are  capable  of  a  much  higher  iriade  of 

■tii>  are  constantly  cmceix  ing  and  prodncing  articles, 

«  fiuhlon  both  ancient  and  modern  forms  of  beauty, 

•h  other,  of  their  kii nywhce  f.,r  real  artistic  merit  In 
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CHAPTER    XIV. 

SOCIETIES,    ORGANIZATIONS,    ETC. 

IN  the  early  part  of  this  century  two  social  societies  were  formed  in  town,  which  flourished 
for  a  number  of  years.  One  of  these  was  called  *' Tlie  Attleboro'  Society  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Agriculture,  Arts,  and  Social  Intercourse."  The  constitution  of  this 
society  was  ratified  February  22, 1804,  with  forty-uine  members,  many  of  them  men  whose 
names  were  familiar  to  the  town  records,  as  they  were  prominently  engaged  in  the  public 
affairs  of  their  day.  and  like  names  are  familiar  to  the  ears  of  the  present  generation,  —  as 
Elisha  3Iay,  Joel  Ellis,  Joseph  Tiflany,  Carlos  Barrows,  Joel  Kead,  Noah  Claflin,  etc. 
The  constitution  contained  eight  articles,  and  in  all  some  forty-tive  sections.  Its  provisions 
were  certainly  ample  and  "  covered  the  entire  ground."  It  seems  to  have  been  constructed 
somewhat  upon  the  plan  of  the  sermons  of  its  date,  especially  in  the  number  of  "heads"  it 
comprised.  The  requirements  of  membership  were  as  follows :  •' The  qualifications  necessary 
in  order  to  be  admitted  a  member  of  this  society  are,  adult  age,  a  good  moral  character, 
a  satisfactery  knowledge  of  this  Constitution,  and  mental  endowments  competent  to  understand 
and  promote  the  designs  of  this  institution."    Honorary  members  were  also  elected. 

The  society's  annual  meetings  were  held  on  February  22,  as  an  expression  of  veneration 
to  Washington,  "the  patron  of  order,  and  the  friend  of  man."  On  this  date  in  1805  an 
address,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  presented  i  to  the  library  in  East  Attleborough,  was 
delivered  before  the  society  by  the  Rev.  John  Wilder,  a.. ai.,  his  subject  being  '"Man  and  his 
Intellect,"  etc.,  ending  with  a  fine  peroration  upon  Washington.  The  other  regular  meetings 
were  held  '"on  the  Monday  next  preceding  the  full  moon  in  the  months  of  October, 
November,  December,  .January,  3Iarch  and  April,"  and  sometimes  a  meeting  was  held  in 
July,  should  the  society  so  appoint.  This  society  was  ineorporatetl  in  1816.  Its  library 
contained  about  three  hundred  volumes.  The  books  were  of  a  very  substantial  character, 
such  as  Burke's  Works,  in  four  volumes,  Adams'  Defence  of  the  Constitution,  Belknap's 
History  of  New  Hampshire,  Robertson's  History  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  etc.  Our  grandfathers 
knew  little  of  novels  and  romances,  and  fortunately  they  were  fewer  then  than  now.  This 
society  had  a  hall  in  connection  with  the  schoolhouse  in  West  Attleborough  where  its  meetings 
were  held.  Before  1800  Moses  Read  gave  a  lot  of  four  acres  for  a  training  field  and  later  this 
building  was  erected  on  the  lot,  the  same  on  which  the  "Old  Powder  House''  now  stands. 
The  building  was  the  district  schoolhouse  and  the  cost  of  its  erection  was  shared  by  the 
association,  which  occupied  the  upper  floor  for  its  books  and  meetings.  At  these  debating 
gatherings  the  order,  it  is  said,  was  to  have  addresses  of  an  hour's  length,  followed  by  the 
social  part  of  the  evening  —  the  tapping  of  the  liquor  kegs  and  the  discussions  on  politics,  etc. 

The  other  society  was  called  "  The  Social  Library  and  Farmers'  Historical  and  Geographical 
Society."  This  was  established  in  180.5,  founded,  it  is  said,  by  Dr.  Capron.  The  library 
contained  about  two  hundred  volumes,  and  in  it  might  be  found  such  books  as  Bunyan's 
Pilgrim's  Progress,  Watts'  Hymns,  Baxter's  Saints'  Rest,  and  others  of  a  similar  nature,  with 
doubtless  geographical,  historical,  and  agricultural  works.  At  the  annual  meetings  addresses 
were  delivered  by  such  eminent  men  as  Tristam  Burgess.  Somewhere  about  18.35  these 
libraries  were  divided  among  the  members  by  auction  and  the  societies  wei-e  dissolved. 

A  Lyceum  was  established  in  1830.    Nothing  beyond  this  fact  is  known  of  that  organization. 

An  agricultural  library  was  formed  in  East  Attleljorough  many  years  ago,  which  contained 
some  useful  works  on  farming.  It  was  started  by  a  Boston  man,  who  sold  the  shares  at  five 
dollars  apiece.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years  this  was  united  witli  a  more  miscellaneous  library, 
having  about  one  hundred  and  fortv  volumes. 


By  -Mr.  .Joseph  W.  Capron. 


ton  .1  AA'A/<  ;/  Oh'  Tin: 

vrri.KiJOHorcii  i.uikauy  asm>(1ati<)n. 
In  tl.c  .utun...  of  IW  Mr..  Ilu.ulrl  X.  I)a^'j.'ott  l.rou?l.t  fro.n  "  wc>l.rn  N.n  York  "  to  this 
lu«  n  ll.r  i.l...n  of  "  Mito  SocUti...."    Tl...  Iir>t  nu-etii.^'  of  tho  kiml  l.dd  here  was  in  November 
„(  tl.»i  X.  u    >t  tlu-  r.-l.l.M.o..  of  .lohn  I»in.'f:<-tt.  from  thirty  to  forty  pcrsouss  l>ein-  present. 
^  ,,„    ,,  .monj;  Ih.iii  for  n  .ontriLiilioii   of  "  mites,"  and  the  amount  raised  was 

i,  a      I  I. Mid  wa>  the  nu.-l.-ns  of  llir  asso.-ialion.     Meetin-s  took  place  occasionally. 

...d  dunn;:  lUv  followh.;;  vnr  s.-nu-  hooks  were  purchased.  Mr.  C.  J.  Thompson  had  these  in 
ch.r  .  ih  !,!.  i..H...lic:d  m'ort-.  on  the  site  now  occupied  hy  Bri-'s'  Block.  The  early  records 
.r  l|„.  r,r,t  known  report  bears  date  March   10.  ISCO.  and  diirin-  that  year,  at 

I,  ,  wa>  presi«lent  of  the  association,  and  the  library  numbered  one  hundred 

m  ..  u  solumcf. 

1  >.hln;;   wiir  naturally   at    thi-   time   absorbed   the   attention    of    everybody  and 

lou-rm,-,;  with  literary  orjjani/iHi'ons.  The  ne.vt  re.oid  known  is  of  a  meeting  held  January 
tf.  l«ysi.  when  il  wa>  \otcd  that  the  a.>sociation  should  unite  with  the  Agricultural  Library 
Ai.»«"-i»lion.  The  exiiet  date  when  this  union  wa.s  consuminated  is  not  known,  but  it  was 
•oiiK*  liiiK-  during  mH.  On  March  .W  of  that  year  the  then  president,  Dr.  J.  R.  Bronson,  with 
L.  M.  SJanley.  A.  M.  Everett,  and  John  Ibiggett,  were  chosen  a  committee  to  revise  the 
CTiii.lltullon  and  by-l»ws.  In  a  warrant  for  a  meetin-,'  to  be  held  3Iarch  li),  18(i5,  was  this 
•rticle:  *•  To  itc'C  what  mea-un-s.  if  any.  the  association  will  take  with  regard  to  those  holding 
•hnr.-*.  In  the  ARrhultural  Library."  This  articli-  was  laid  on  the  table  and  two  ditlerent 
•  mljonriu-d  without  action  being  taken  upon  it. 

II-.  to  this  lime,  in  .lanuary.  1m»").  the  idea  of  becoming  a  library  corporation  had 
bfii  -lilt'  I.  A  |K-tition  for  a  warrant  to  call  a  meeting,  signed  by  ten  gentlemen,  was 
pn-^-iiiid  to  Mr.  .Joseph  t'apron.  who  called  a  meeting  for  February  6,  when  it  was  voted  to 
.  .in<l  IxMoine  a  l>ody  corporate.  A  constitution  and  by-laws  were  drawn  up  and 
•Ml  February  11,  and  on  .March  <i  the  following  otllcers  were  elected:  J.  W.  Caprou, 
l.r. -i.l.iit;  <  harlei.  K.  Bli^s.  vice-president ;  A.  M.  Everett,  secretary  and  treasurer.  It  was 
■l>o  vuIlnI  at  that  time  to  Ir.insfer  the  property  of  the  "Association"  to  the  "Corporation." 
T'  'iiii:  \\n»  «ome\vhat  irregular,  but  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  members  of  the 

..  i.fi-rre.l  ihemx'Ues  a«  well  as  the  property  to  the  other.    Mr.  Capron  held  the 

.,'  :  lent  until  I'^T^;  then  (ieorge  N.  Crandall  until  ISTO,  when  Amos  Ide  was  elected. 

II  f4ir  the  iM-neht  <»f  the  society.     In  isTS  (ieorge  1'.  Fittz  was  elected  to  this  office, 

».  .:    1,  i«-i  if.  F.  Illeknell. 

Afi"  r  ih«- iMMik*  were  rcmovcMl  from  Mr.  Thompson's  store  they  were  placed  in  charge  of 

Mr.  .V.  M-  K^eretl.  «ho  waK  llieii  occupying  a  st«ire  on  North  Main  Street.     In   1^72  they  were 

In  Mi«»  II.  N.  <  apron'it  'tore  mi  the  oame  street,  just  above  Park  Sireet.     <tn  January  1,  18T4  , 

^'  '  ^<    .    \',     i;   •    .M(  l>on;;ht  Konie  of  the  books  and  opened  a  library  in  the  last-mentioned 

lilt.    Till"  circulating  library  coiisisteil  chii-lly  of  novels  an<l  books  of 

lie   live   liuiulred   and   lifty  volumes  in   si/e.    They  relini|uished   this 

«.  but  what  "lis|ioHltion  they  imnlc  of   their  books  does  not  appear, 

K-y  <-niii)- Into  the  hands  of  the  association.     A  Mr.  Stetson  had  charge 

'line.  Hr««t  under  riilon  Hall  and  later  in  Briggs*  Block,  to  which  jdace 

r  \\i..   \)..||^,.|  ||,|,|  ejiiuk'c  of  it  there.     The  pundiase  of  new  books 

V  'if  the  aHHocliiiiitn.  bill  was  at  tinie>.  di-legated  to  ladies. 

I  -'    "'I  July,  iSK'i,  when  the  atVairs  of  Ihe  association  seemed 

«'  rciilHtliig  library,  eonlaining   two   hnnilred   and   live 

*' . .  il     ii   ...  k  nt  liU  jewelry  Mtore.     He  still  has  the  books  in  his 

|i«M««-*»|<fa,  IntI  aflrr  IIm-  other  llbnirx  alnrtcd  iip  nKiiiii  il  eenxed  to  pay  for  keeping  it  open. 

Ani.i'.iMiK')i-iiii  n  iiin    i.iiiKAUV. 

•  iMUIurd  upon  a  permanent  basi>  had  long  been 

In  that  direction  were  taken  January  1."),  1885. 

'iln-r  ci>nimlti<-e.  which  should,  as  soon  as 

I  perinaiiei  t  ori{ani/aiion.     This  work  was 

1. ut  auUuu  FsbiU3f>  :.!--  nned  and  called  "  Tin   .Mileboroiigh  I'ublic 
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Library."  By-laws  were  atlopted  at  that  time  and  the  committee  recominended  tliat  eiffhteen 
directors  should  be  choseu.  The  following  officers  were  elected:  President,  E.  S.  Horton; 
Vice-Presideut,  Miss  Mary  J.  Capron;  Secretary  aud  Treasurer,  Dr.  C.  8.  Holdeu,  all  of 
whom  still  hold  these  offices.  Subscriptions  w^ere  at  once  solicited  and  also  gifts  of  books  aud 
other  things  and  in  every  way  the  responses  were  generous.  The  largest  single  gift  in  money 
was  5^100  aud  the  smallest  gift  50  cents.  At  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  library  there  were 
one  hundred  and  seven  persons  who  had  paid  the  necessary  two-dollar  membership  tax. 
Over  $1,600  had  been  expended  and  near  $100  more  pledged. 

In  187S  the  old  library  catalogued  708  volumes,  which  number  had  so  increased  that  the  new 
association  received  from  it  8-25  volumes.  Some  of  these  were,  however,  worthless  and  many 
had  to  be  rebound.  At  the  opening  the  present  library  had  1,700  volumes,  and  at  present 
there  are  3,025.  It  has  two  rooms  in  Hortou's  block  which  are  open  on  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays  from  two  till  nine  o'clock  p.m..  under  the  charge  of  the  librarian,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Mowton.     (1887.) 

The  association  is  at  present  entirely  dependent  upon  voluntary  subscriptions,  with  the 
exception  of  the  trifling  sum  obtained  from  tines;  but  an  attempt  has  recently  been  made  to 
obtain  the  income  of  the  Ei<-hardson  School  Fund  for  its  benefit.  This  fund,  as  has  been 
seen,  was  limited  to  the  use  of  a  few  districts,  and  as  these  are  now  abolished  and  the  town  is 
abundantly  able  to  provide  for  all  the  needs  of  the  public  schools,  it  has  been  deemed 
advisable,  as  it  certainly  is  desirable,  to  expend  this  income  in  such  a  manner  as  to  do  the  most 
good  possible  and  to  the  largest  number.  The  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  heirs  of  the 
Richardson  estate  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  suggested  plan  has  been  obtained  and  the 
following  report  presented  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  for  legal  adjustment:  — 

"The  first  board  of  Trustees  of  the  Richardson  School  Fund  were  elected  by  the  second 
Parish  or  Precinct  of  .\ttleboro  at  a  parish  meeting  held  March  28"i  1846. — 

"  At  a  parish  meeting  held  March  25,  1848, '  The  Trustees  of  the  Richardson  School  Fund 
reported  that  they  had  received  of  John  Daggett,  Esq.  executor  of  the  estate  of  Abiathar 
A.  Richardson  $11,000,  on  the  22d.  day  of  Fei).  a.d.  1847  and  had  loaueil  the  same  on  real 
estate  securities,  and  on  the  22d  of  Feb.  a.d.  1848  had  divided  among  the  school  districts  in 
8:iid  parish  nine  and  one  half  months  interest,  viz:  $529.90  agreeable  to  said  will  of  Abiathar 
A.  Richardson,  which  report  w^as  accepted.' 

"  The  first  apportionment  of  the  income  of  fund  to  the  school  distiMcts  as  appears  from  the 
records  was  made  Feb.  22,  1848  amt  $530.00. 

"The  last  apportionment  was  made  Feb.  22, 1882,  amt  $710.04" 

The  decision  of  the  court  being  favorable,  the  library  will  be  placed  upon  a  thoroughly  sub- 
stantial footing,  and  no  longer  subjected  to  the  vacillations  of  general  charity.  The  greatest 
remaining  need  of  the  association  will  then  be  a  suitable  building  of  its  own.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  before  very  long  as  beautiful  a  Memorial  Hall  will  be  built  in  this  part  of  the  Rehoboth 
Korth  Purchase  as  has  recently  been  erected  in  Rehoboth  old  town.i 

XOUTH   ATTLEBUROUCill   PUBLIC   LIBKAPtY. 

Some  fifteen  years  prior  to  the  formation  of  the  last-mentioned  association  a  similar  one  was 
formed  in  North  Attleborough.  A  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  that  village  was  held  October  24, 
1870,  in  the  vestry  of  the  old  Universalist  church  "  to  consider  the  feasibility  of  establishing 
a  Pubhc  Lil)rary."  A  committee  was  at  that  time  chosen  to  mature  a  proper  plan,  but  no 
record  of  its  members'  names  appears  to  have  been  made.  There  were  present  at  this  meeting 
Rev.  J.  D.  Pierce,  Simeon  Boweu,  Esq.,  B.  Porter,  Jr..  John  Thompson,  Henry  Rice,  John 


'  The  matter  of  the  requested  disposition  of  the  "  School  Fund  "  has  not  yet  been  decided  by  the 
court,  but  at  the  annual  sprinj?  meeting  in  ISSS  the  town  voted  to  assume  the  support  of  the  library, 
and  therefore  without  the  iucome  of  this  fund  its  financial  status  for  the  future  is  assured.  The 
aflairs  of  the  library  are  in  the  liands  of  nine  trustees  appointed  hy  the  town,  tlirec  being  appointed 
.each  year  for  a  term  of  three  years.  This  board  is  composed  of  both  ladies  and  gentlemen.  The 
present  quarters  of  the  library  —  the  two  rear  rooms  on  the  first  floor  of  Stm-dy's  Block  — are  more 
convenient  and  commodious  than  those  in  Horton's  Block.  The  librarian  is  Mrs.  Xellie  A.  Black- 
inton  (1894). 
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-^i;,,,!.  V.  .11.1  i  i.«  ..tii.-r..  Th.-  lirM  m-or.l.-.l  c.mniitt.c  w:is  an  executive  comiiiittee 
«l>(>oiiit.-.l  at  Huuftln^  Ik-1.1  >liorllv  Mibs.qun.t  to  the  iil.ove-mentioneil  date,  ami  ciisisting 
of  III.  follnwini;  wnllfin.n:  Hov.  .1.  I>.  IM.ne.  Simeon  Howen,  B.  Porter.  Jr..  Henry  Rice,  and 
Frllv  a.  Whitiifv.  The  lln.t  omeer-*  .liosen  were:  President.  Hev.  J.  I>.  Pierce;  Viee-Presi- 
,|e,  .    -    ^    ..  '  ,;  Tn-a^unT.  F.  (i.  Wliitiie>  :  .Sreretary.  (>.  C.  Turner.     It  was  agreed  that 

ll„  I  to  .•..n-titiilc  life  menil.erslni>  >lioiil«l  be  twenty-live  dollars,  payable,  if  so 

,1,.,,,. .,.  ,,,  M.-i lit-  within  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  first  payment  ma.ie.  and  annual 

.liiP".  wen-  |>ln«-«-d  lit  one  dollar.  These  were  afterwards  raised  to  two  dollars.  Imt  in  lsT2  a^ain 
|.!i      '    •  •'  •■■\\  sum. 

1  irst  opened  in  Willard  Hall's  house.     Al  that  time  live  hundred  members  of 

ll,  „  .  1  ),ni(i  one  dollar  eaeh.    The  number  of  life  members,  if  any,  is  not  known, 

1,1,  rof  volumes  wu*  live  hundred,  purehased  at  a  eost  of  about  $G00.  and  selected 

I,,  .|,._^  ,„„|  iionry  Hie*-.    The  number  of  volumes  was  soon  inereased  to  six  hun- 

,(  .  inerease  was  |«rj;ely  ilue  lo  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Smith,  who  was 

a  ll..-  sum  of  ?10()  to  proeure  another  hundred  volumes  "  to  add  to  the  first  pur- 

r-  III-  bonks  lo  be  piin-hased."     Finaneial  difiieulties  arose  after  a  time,  and  it 

»,  1,,-.   lie  mi't  by  sei-uriie,'  ten  persons  to  become  life  mend)ers  by  the  pay- 

I,,  111, -^-J'!,  anil  this  was  ilone  some  time  durinjj;  the  second  year  of  the 

t',  ..  i-ni.    To  the  efforts  of  those  present  at  the  first  meeting  held  in  ISTO 

II  ion  owe*  1b»  exUUMiee.  and  to  the  ten  pers.)ns  who  in  1S?J  became  life  mem- 

Im  ,11. 

r.  I>»T3.  it  was  voteii  to  hire  a  room  in  Kendall's  Hloek  and  open  a  reading-room, 

II.-.  ;iii.l  ihe  suu'gestion  made  by  .Mr.  F.  (i.  Whitney  that  twenty-five  gentlemen 

'.  eaeh  met  with  a  generous  number  of  responses  and  the  funds  wi^re 

•'■d.     At  this  lime  the  numl)er  of  volumes,  exclusive  of  public  docu- 

II,  -Miciation  i-ontinued  umler  voluntary  sui)port  lor  live  years,  at  the  end 

ot  ,  r.  l^T.').  it  was  unanimously  voted  "that  the  property  of  the  associa- 

li-  i  lo  Ihe  rnion  Improvement  Kistriet,  subject  to  the  imlebtedness  of  said 

«•-  Kvorditnce  with  Ihe  vote  of  said  district."    The  property  was  all  to  bo  given 

|..  .  whieh  in  turn  voted  to  support   llie  library  by  Ihe  payment  of  a  sum   not  to 

•■\  •  r  liiiriiim. 

•inn- In  tlie  Oilil  Fellows  Building,  but  is  at  present  again  in  Kendall's 
I'.  •  wdunics  and  all  Ihe  leading  magazines  are  subscribed  for  by  the  asso- 

«i  ... -|MM-lal  reiiding-rooiii,  biil  there  an'  accommodations  in  the  liiuary  room 

<■  ■  T.I  rmd  there.     A  new  card  cat.alogue  has  recently  been  issued  which  is 

a  previous  eataloiriies.     It  gives  the  names  of  authors  and  such 

••'  II  Ihe  library,  and  also  deseiibes  these  books  so   that   any  person 

k'  It  iil  once  uncertain  which  of  his  books  are  to  be  found  in  the  library, 

a  ll :  or.  knowing  only  the  subjeel  or  lilU;  of  any  work,  can  easily  learn 

11-  '      -  •ntidogiie,  which  is  manifestly  a  great  convenience  and  an  econo- 

'  ^"h  '/reMt  eare  and  al  a  cost  of  much  time  and  troulde  by  .Mr. 

^'  -'   thanks,  not  only  of  ihe  librarians,  but   of  all  those 

I-  .  make  Use  of  the  eonlenis  of  Ihe  library.     The  books 

••■  •\.*  .iflernooiis  and  three  evenings  during  Ihe  week  ami  are 

'■  --ixtanls. 

•  f  prewideiit  during  tlie  five  years  of  the  existence  of  the 
11 ;  S.  S.  (iinnodo.  F.  (i,  Piite,  and  Uev,  .1.  .S.  Hi;ers  that  of 
uii.l,.  Jv.  liiinbar,  and   K.  K.   I'rlce  thai  of  secretary;  and   F.  (J. 
^*  "■-     HIU  I.  Hnnlen.  now  .Mr*,  (i.  Kiigene  Fisher,  was  the  first   libra- 

f'  im;.'  her  and  previous  to  ihe  transfer  of  the  jiroperty 

•'  «ns  oeciipied  by  Kale  S.  Hailey  and  William   I'sher. 

'  irly  HH  could   be  aseerlaiiied,  were  as  follows:    first, 

"  '••  *'.  Turner,  ami  M.  Porter.  .Ir.;  in  1ST:?,  M.  Porter, 

W.  rlii-crver.  and  K.   K.    Knnbar;  in    |s74,  H. 

(  heever,  niid  Albert  Tolten.and  by  llieiii  the 

"■•"•■■  ' '"   i''r"i"  '      1.  War-I.    The  prudeiilial  eomniiiiee  were 
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Henry  M.  Maxson,  E.  I.  Franklin,  and  C.  C.  Peck,  the  first  named  being  superintendent  and 
having  (charge  of  the  purchases  of  books,  etc.  [At  its  annual  meeting  in  the  spring  of  1889 
the  town  of  Xorth  Attleborough  voted  to  assume  all  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the 
Improvement  District,  the  management  and  support  of  the  lil>rary  among  them,  and  about  this 
time  the  removal  to  the  i^resent  rooms  in  Boyle  Block  occurred.  Miss  Irene  W.  Day  was  made 
librarian,  and  still  continues  in  the  position.  The  atfairs  of  the  library  are  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  Ijoard  of  six  trustees.  These  are  chosen  h\  the  town,  "  two  each  year  for  a  term  of  three 
years."  The  annual  appropriation  has  for  a  number  of  years  been  $1,.500.  The  library  now 
contains  about  3,.500  books,  and  from  300  to  350  volumes  are  added  yearly.  In  1893  Mrs.  .John 
Tweedy,  Miss  Harriet  T.  and  ilr.  E.  Ira  Richards  "  announced  their  purpose  to  l)uild  for  the 
town  a  library  building,  to  be  called  the  Richards  Memorial  Library,"  in  memory  of  their  father 
and  mother,  Edmund  Ira  and  Lucy  Morse  Richards.  They  have  already  purchased  a  suitable 
lot  on  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Grove  streets,  for  about  §6,000.  and  building  operations 
have  commenced.  It  has  been  estimated  that  the  entire  cost  of  the  memorial  will  be  not  far 
from  §2.5.000.  The  board  of  Tru.-tees  at  the  time  this  offer  was  made  consisted  of  the  following 
named  persons:  Chairman.  Edward  R.  Price;  Secretary,  Rev.  George  E.  Osgood;  Miss  Leda 
J.  Thompson,  Josepli  B.  Gerould,  M.i>..  and  John  P.  Bonnett.  There  was  one  vacancy 
*•  through  failure  to  qualify."  North  Attleborough  is  most  fortunate  in  Ijeing  the  recipient  of 
so  noble  a  gift  —  one  bestoweil  with  a  large  generosity  and  in  unrestricted  entirety.  In  no  other 
way  jjrobably  could  a  gift  be  made  whose  good  results  would  be  so  widespread  —  diffusing 
themselves  abroad  in  a  never-ending  and  ever-increasing  ratio  —  for  every  present  and  future 
inhabitant  of  the  town,  whether  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor,  may  avail  himself  or  herself  of  the 
advantages  accruing  from  it,  at  will.  The  memorial  is  a  proof  not  only  of  the  liberality,  but 
of  the  true  loyalty  of  the  members  of  this  family  to  the  town  of  their  birth.  For  this  indeed 
they  are  specially  worthy  of  praise,  because  the  trait  is  rather  rare,  and  in  every  way  they  are 
deserving  of  the  sincere  and  continued  gratitude  of  the  whole  town  for  thus  licstowing  upon 
it  a  perpetual,  practical  benefit. 

The  building  is  Renaissance  in  style  and  to  be  built  of  *'  brick  and  terra-cotta  resting  ou  a 
foundation  of  Warsaw  bluestone,  ot  which  the  steps  and  l)ases  of  the  columns  are  also  made." 
Light  cream  terra-cotta  forms  various  trimmings,  and  "  the  roof  is  to  be  covered  with  a  dark 
red  slate  flashed  and  ornamented  with  quaint  little  copper  dormers,  in  the  windows  of  which 
will  swing  white  latticed  sashes."  The  porch  will  be  supported  by  Ionic  columns  of  terra- 
cotta, and  in  the  centre  of  the  wall  space  which  it  encloses  will  be  a  tablet  of  .Sienna  marble 
"  bearing  a  suitable  inscription."  The  entrance  leads  to  a  square  vestibule  wainscoted  in  quar- 
tered oak.  of  which  wood  the  heavy  outside  door  is  to  be  made.  The  interior  will  be  in  its 
general  effect  one  room,  sixty-seven  feet  long  and  thirty  feet  wide,  with  a  ceiling  elliptical  in 
form  and  reaching  a  height  of  eighteen  feet  in  the  centre,  but  ''divided  by  paneled  partitions 
nine  feet  in  height  into  three  rooms,  the  central  of  which  is  the  reception  hall  or  distribution 
room."  On  the  right  is  the  booki'oom,  occupying  a  space  of  twenty  by  thirty  feet, "  calculated 
to  hold  eventually  14,500  volumes,"  and  at  the  left  is  the  reading-room  twenty-four  and  a  half 
feet  long  by  thirty  wide,  "from  one  corner  of  which  extends  a  circular  recessed  alcove  con- 
taining a  bookcase  designed  for  reference  books." 

This  room  "  is  wainscoted  nine  feet  high,  and  at  the  end  opposite  its  entrance  is  a  broad 
open  fireplace  of  brick  tile  and  wrought  iron,  with  a  shelf  of  polished  marble,  supported  by 
faience  consoles.  At  either  side  of  the  fireplace  are  set  broad  paneled  pilasters  of  wood 
which  will  be  exquisitely  carved.  The  cornice  which  is  supported  by  these  pilasters  is  identi- 
cal in  height  with  the  wainscoting  of  the  room,  and  forms  the  base  to  a  round  arched  recess 
and  at  the  same  time  a  resting-place  for  portraits  of  the  late  Edmund  Ira  and  Lucy  M. 
Richards,  in  memory  of  whom  the  building  is  erected."  A  wing  in  the  rear  will  contain  a 
room  eleven  and  a  half  by  sixteen  and  a  half  feet  in  size  with  an  open  fireplace,  devoted  to 
the  uses  of  the  librarian  and  trustees. 

'•  The  finish  of  the  interior  is  Renaissance  in  style,  and  the  same  dull  red  and  old  ivory  effect 
obtained  for  the  exterior  is  here  reflected  in  a  softer,  more  delicate  and  refined  way  in  accord- 
■  ance  with  the  finer  detail  here  employed.    Here  the  wainscoting  is  old  ivory  in  tone,  the  doors, 
tables,  counters  and  seats  mahogany,  which  represents  the  yellowish  red  (.iesired.  and  the  ceil- 
ing, which  is  elliptical,  is  tinted  in  a  soft  dull  red."    Cypress  is  used  in  the  bookroom   with 
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.•i-ht  .;...,  :.t  !ir«t.  thoif  Iwlni;  t^pnce  within  f<>r  mon-  wlu-n  rcjuired.  and  witlumt.  -roiiiul 
roLiii  U  n-MTve,l  f«.r  n  wii.«  for  book-.  sIk.uI.I  tin-  lil.riiry  largely  increase.  A  loinbination  of 
.llnM-t  ami  lh.lln-.-t  Htt-am  licnlin^  will  I.e  nse.l.with  ample  provision  for  proper  ventilation,  luul 
thr  ln.-«niU-..H-nl  ^-.ten.  of  elretrie  Ii;.'htintr  einploye.l.  Goiikl.  Augell  it  Swift,  of  Providence 
ami  llo.ton.  an- the  arohlteets.  ami  Mes>rs.  Houlihan  \-  Maguire.  of  Providenee,  the  biiildens. 

On  June  1«;.  l«Ct4.  the  e<irner>tone  of  this  iMiil.linir  was  laid  with  the  elaborate  Masonic 
ritnml.  I.y  ortii-.  r-  of  the  Most  Worshipful  (Jrand  Lod.ne  of  Massachusetts.  The  day  was  beauti- 
ful ami  n..twith.tan»lini.'  the  inlen-e  h.  at  a  larjre  number  of  people  irathered  in  the  portion  of 
Wa.hliikton  street  from  the  Wnnisutta  !Iou>e  to  Grove  Street  and  collected  about  the  site  of 
thi"  t.uiMinu'  whi»M-  foundation  walls  had  Ix-eii  floored  over  to  accommodate  the  specially  invited 
•,juo-t».  Thi-  |.ro.-.-s>ii»n  cn-lsted  —  in  order— of  a  detachment  of  tire  poli«e,  Hedley's 
S»l|..n:d  Hand  <if  Pro\ iden.-e.  and  delepitions  from  Bristol  Connnandery  Knishts  Templars 
of  Xorlh  AttlelMin>ui:h.  Klnj;  Hiram  Uoyal  Arch  Chapter  of  Attleborou<rli,  Keystone  Royal 
An-h  Chapter  of  KoxlMiroutrh.  Kzekiel   Hat.s   Lotlge  of  Attleborough.  St.  James  Lodge  of 

)It '1    -•     Alban-    l-odge  of    Foxborough,  and   Bristol    Lodge  of    North    Attleborough, 

II,,  ward-  of  two  hundred  men.  with  fourteen  grand  ollictrs. 

T..-  ,■.... ,.»in  commenced  with  an  overture  by  the  band,  followed  liy  a  iiyniii  sung  by  the 
fame.1  Temple  (Quartet  <if  Bo^ton;  Mr.  K.  K.  Price,  chairman  of  the  library  trustees,  made 
n^pH-l  that  the  cornerstone  Im-  laid,  and  the  Deputy  (iran<l  Master  replied;  selections  of 
Scrlptun-  wen-  n-.-id  n-spoii-ively  by  the  (irand  Chaplain  and  the  Brethren,  followed  by  prayer, 
and  then  the  n-Uiling  of  the  list  of  contents  of  the  box  by  the  (Jrand  Treasurer.  Some  foi-ty 
or  fifty  articles  wi-n'  placed  in  the  box.  consisting  of  historical  and  memorial  sketches  of  ineni- 
lH>r»  «if  the  Kichard->  family,  with  several  photograi)lis,  a  history  of  the  library,  a  catalogue  of 
the  »»mv,  town  n-|>ort".,  numcrou>  .Mitsonie  papers.  —  organizations  of  lodges,  by-laws,  etc., — 
ar^rrnl  town  newopaper*  and  u  I'rovidctire  .Inurnal,  copies  of  the  letters  of  donation  of  the 
biiiMiuK  and  It-  acceptance  by  the  town,  a  re<-oril  written  by  Miss  Harriet  T.  Richards,  a  sealed 
rnveloiK?  with  the  Indoroement  "To  whom  it  may  loncern  in  future  years,"  etc.  The  jewel.s 
wew  then  applied  to  the  cornerstone;  *•  the  Deputx  Grand  Master  siireail  the  cement  assisted 
by  Uie  chairninn  of  lh<-  library  committee,  and  the  >.tone  was  lowered  into  place;  "  the  libations 
of  coni  and  wine  iinil  oil  were  poured  each  by  a  special  ollicer  and  each  followed  by  an  appro- 
prlatr  tixiiiii  liy  the  quartet:  a  prayer  by  the  (irand  Chaplain,  and  the  presentation  of  the 
W'  -  to  the  n-pre-entatlve  of  the  architects  followed,  and  then  the  Dejnity  Gi-and 

W  I  »liorl  mliln-HH  which  he  elo-ed  as  follows,  with  sentiments  all  present  could 

ni'  enilorM' :   ".May  the  cornerstone  safely  rest,  a  symbol  of  the  permanence  of 

ir.  ■    <.     May  the  Ulchnrd"  Memorial  Library  building  stand,  not  simply  an  orna- 

nc  but  Im-  the  meun>«  of  great  good.     May  it  iKTjictuate  the  memory  id'  the 

vir  '\  wbf>«c  name  it  bears  ami  -land  as  a  monument  of  lilial  regard  an<l  allec- 

Uon."  "'  KM-lnlim-d  the  corner-lone  laiil,  the  quartet  sang  a  tine  invoca- 

tion h-  111  pronounced  the  lieneiliclion,  and  with  the  rendering  of  The 

.'»'  mil  I  he  ceremonies  were  brought  to  a  close. 

I  I  mnnhed  to  the  i-oom- of  Hri-tol  Lodge.    The  (iiaml  (Mlicers, 

»  I^KlKct.  were  hand-oniely  enlertaineil  with  an  elaborate  dinner 

■•  inif  hhl'^'ei.  with  a  collation  at  Wam-ntia  Hall.     To  all  apprecia- 

•'  riH|. letter  day  in  th<'  aiunds  of  the  oM  village  and  tiic  new  town 

"'  '  »-n-  can  Im-  but  one  to  -urpas-  it  in  interest,  that  day  when,  the 

•"  'II   be  dedleuted   tolls  destined    u-<-s  by  the  opening  of  its 

••■  ""'■  n"w  a  future  anticipation,  shall  beirin  to  be  a  jiresent 

'^  *  "f  Ihe  .Memorial  Library  with  more  litness  than 

••'  ''•.  to  whosi-  column-  we  arc  indebted  for  uuich 

<»'  '  <ru»li)  of  11(1    Klchanl-  fandly  will  ko  down  into  the  years  that 

•r 

"J''"''  '   Allleborouv'h.  HazeeV  Library,  which  was  opeue.l  about 

'""*•     '  •  n"-!—.  '•'••  In  any  degn-e  a  |ihilaidhropic  one,  and  claims 

It  contains  a  g<MM|ly  number  of  the  new  and 
ital.le  to  the  general  public  it  ir*  largi-lv  palron- 
i/.  I    .1.  I   .  Mi.r.r.ir.  Ill  !»  pr...iMr.Mi.  .  .ji,.]ii|.,n  llnanelnllv. 
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MILITAIJY  OKGAXIZATIOXS. 

This  town  had  at  one  time  four  organized  companies  of  militia,  and  one  company  of  cavalry 
whose  members  were  chiefly  from  the  town,  and  one  independent  foot  company.  One  com- 
pany, it  is  certain,  was  also  organized  during  the  war  of  1812,  for  special  service,  and  there 
may  have  been  other  such.  Nothing  has  been  ascertained  regarding  the  cavalry  company 
beyond  the  fact  of  its  existence,  and  very  little  relating  to  the  four  militia  companies.  The 
names  of  their  captains  have  been  ascertained,  however,  and  these  are  given  in  the  order  of 
their  service. i 


NORTH  COMPANY. 

Mayhew  Daggett, 
John  Robinson, 
Jabez  Ellis, 
Jonathan  Stanley, 
John  Stearns, 
Ebenezer  Bacon, 
Israel  Hatch, 
Obed  Roljinson, 
Jacob  Graves, 
George  Bacon, 
Israel  Hatch,  Jr., 
William  Walcott, 
Elihu  Daggett, 
Chester  Bugbee. 
Timothy  E.  Robinson. 

SOUTH  COMPANY. 

John  Foster, 
Samuel  Tyler, 
Ebenezer  Tyler, 
Jacob  Ide, 
Joseph  Tiftany, 
Ebenezer  Tyler,  Jr., 
Daniel  Read, 
Ira  K.  Miller, 
Harvey  Ide, 
Nathan  H.  Bliss. 


EAST  COMPANY. 

John  Daggett, 
Stephen  Richardson, 
Moses  Wilmarth, 
Abiathar  Richardson, 
Caleb  Parmenter, 
Thomas  French, 
Jonathan  Follett, 
Jonathan  Wilmarth, 
Abiathar  Richardson,  Jr., 
Benjamin  Polcom  (Bolkcom?), 
Edward  Richardson, 
Elkaiiah  Briggs, 
Samuel  Carpenter, 
Willard  Blackinton. 


WEST  COMPANY. 


Joseph  Brown, 
Elisha  May, 
Japheth  Bicknell, 
Timothy  Gay, 
Samuel  Tingley, 
Sylvanus  Tingley, 
Clark  Sweetland, 
Joel  Robinson, 
Samuel  Slack, 
Joseph  Holmes. 


The  names  of  the  first  captains  show  that  these  companies  must  have  been  organized  in  the 
days  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  they  were  all  in  existence  in  1834.  Some  years  prior 
to  that  time  several  of  our  militia  men  figured  prominently  in  a  very  interesting  occurrence. 
In  1828  there  was  a  brigade  muster  in  Berkeley,-  this  State.  The  force  consisted  of  five  regi- 
ments, one  squadron  of  cavalry,  and  one  battalion  of  artillery;  of  this  force  the  Fourth  Regi- 
ment was  commanded  by  Colonel  Ira  K.  Miller,  the  squadron  of  cavalry  by  Major  Jonathan 
Bliss,  and  the  battalion  of  artillery  by  Major  Senaca  Sanford,  all  of  this  town. 

The  independent  company's  charter  name  was  the  '•  Washington  Rifle  Corps  of  Attlebor- 
ough."  3   In  1815  a  petition  was  addressed  to  the  Governor  and  Executive  Council  of  the  Com- 


'  The  Editor  is  indebted  to  the  late  Lyman  W.  Daggett,  for  this  list  of  captains'  names. 

=  The  incident,  recently  published  in  some  newspaper,  had  connection  with  the  so-called  Nichols 
house  in  Berkeley,  which  was  burned  not  long  ago.  The  muster  was  on  a  field  near  that  house.— 
Editor. 

3  For  most  of  the  information  relating  to  this  famous  rifle  corps  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Edward  R. 
Price,  who  courteously  loaned  me  the  book  of  the  company's  records.  This  came  into  his  possession 
on  the  death  of  his  father,  the  last  captain.  Judging  rightly,  I  am  sure  that  the  words  of  the  old 
records  themselves  will  carry  more  interest  to  the  reader  than  any  others,  no  matter  how  well  chosen. 
I  have  let  them  tell  their  own  story  as  far  as  possible.  —Editor. 


4«|(;  A    SKEK  n   OF   TJ/K 

inouw.M..n.  sun..,  l.v  Murtin  Wliitm-y  im.l  forty  otlicrs.  statin-  tint  the  >iil)siTiber.s  l.a.l  long 
bf>l.l  a  fa\.>ral.U-  ..pinion  n>  to  the  ii.lviMiliilitv  of  rai>inu'  voluntoer  companic-s  when  it  could  be 
,lonr  xvlthonl  ".•HMi.tial  injury  to  the  loeal  Militia."  They  ple.l-e.l  thcinselves  to  obtain 
pn.|»T  «nlforn>*  im.l  .-.lulpnient^,  to  conform  to  all  the  rules  bindin-  upon  such  organizations 
cIm- when-,  and  to  "hold  Iheinselve*.  in  a  rcgidar  state  of  preparation  to  march  in  defence  of 
till.  SiBl.-.  «t  a  momenfs  warning,  to  any  place  where  their  assistance  shall  be  lawfully 
.lrniiind.-.l."  They  .le.hired  tlienr-elve*  a<tuated  by  neither  pa-sion,  prejudice,  nor  a  spirit  of 
ciungr.  tuit  «•.  ha\  lug  the  n-al  intercM  and  true  welfare  of  the  ("onimonw(;alth  at  heart,  and 
il«  ••;:r.-.nl  .Mllitar>  im|>orlnncc.  with  its  political  conse«|uence.  and  proper  inlluen<-e,"  and  they 
.tit..!  ihai  ••  to  luid  a  laun-l  to  the  Majestic  brow  of  tluir  native  State,  would  give  them  great 
.all. taction."  For  thc-M-  and  other  reasons  set  forth  in  glowing  terms,  they  "  presume  to  peti- 
tJon"  for  the  di-in-d  iharicr.  and  at  the  same  time  recommend  the  bearer,  who  must  have 
b«-n  -Mr.  Whitney,  to  his  ••  Kxcellency."  us  "a  (Jentleman  of  honor,"  who  is  competent  and 
rrad\  lo  an-«w.T  all  necessary  <iucstions.  and  "they  Hatter  themselves"  that  under  all  the  cir- 
,„u,,r,tiri'n.  "  manner  and  nuitter  of  petition."  etc.,  it  will  be  favorably  received. 

-  they  were  right,  an  I  their  cinirtcr  was  granted  June  f»,  1.S15.  and  "  by  the  (ioveruor 

,  .|."    The  cumpnny  was  to  be  raised  within  tin-  limits  of  the  Fourth  Uegiment,  Second 

llri«'a<le.  and  Fifth  r)ivi«lon  of  the  Militia,  and  "annexed  to  the  said  4th.  Keg.  provided  that 

til.  «i:in.lin^  <'on)paideti  of  Militia  are  not  reduced  thereby  to  a  less  number  than  is  required 

"    The  following  order  was  received  by  .Mr.  Whitney  :  — 

Head  Quarters,  New  Bedford,  July  3.  1815. 
ItriK^de  Onlep.. 

Mr.  .Martin  Whitney.  Sir. 

agreeably  to  (ieneral  Orders  of  the  !)  Division 
*>,..,  ,-  ..(  the  U't.  lit".  y»iu  are  lnreby  directed  to  assendile  with  your  associates  in  a  petition 
for  misliii.'  a  Company   of    Kllle  ("tu-ps.  at  the  House  of    Capt.  Renj"  Holkcom,  Inn-holder  in 

At'  •  '-•'■ b.  on  Thun*<lay  the  third  day  of  August  next,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  for 

II.  if  (•|p<-ling  the  necessary  Ollicers  for  said  Company.     You  will  give  each  indl- 

» I  -t  Ion  days  notiee. 

^Iiephenl  l^'a«-h  of  the  4">  Ueg't.  will  preside  at  said  Election,  receive  the  iulist- 
ht< ...  '  •"  lb.  iiic.\i.inns  i,f  III!'  ti.ri-'iiinj  orders,  and  to  make  returns  accordingly. 

(.Signed)  Benj"  Lincoln,]  Brig""  Gen. 
I  2<l  Brigade. 

TU«"  UMial  ruW"*  ind  rvgulatjons  governing  such  companies  were  fninied  and  ad(»i)ted.  It 
ma)  Ik-  of  inli'n-*t  to  »ome  |M>rsons  to  know  who  the  mendiers  of  this  company  were,  so  the 
IWt  !•  iranwrtlM-*!  .i»  tonn.l  on  the  nmst.T-ndl.  The  number  varied  fnun  year  to  year  largely, 
l».  '  '  •  '  ■  •' Mini  beiu'.' tifty-llve,  and  the  smallest  twenty-four.  The  names  of 
t:  First.  Klihu  Daggett.  Jr.,  captain   from  l,sl.^  to  lsi2-2;  second^ 

«                                                     I^J4;   thlr.l.  William  Kverctt,  from  |.s-i4  to  ls27;  fourth,  Willard' 
I;  llfth.  Virgil  Blackintoii,  in  1N2»;  sixth.  David  K.  Ilolinan,  from 

1- •  I- •  line  eaptain.    The  date  of  his  elt.etion  could  not  be  found, 

••  iilil  Ibe  company  was  dlsbandcl.     The  follosving  is  the  list 

<■'  -  .1  from  ili<-  fiirmatloii  to  the  disbandinent :  — 

>  Karle  Whitint',  Josjuh  draper.  2d. 

•  -♦.  WlllartI  Kobinson.  Charles  Whiting,' 
•'  J'di  IllchanU.  .Manning  Stanley, 
^'                                                     (twirgi-  Derby.  John  N.  Dean. 

•  '  Jacob  I'.  .Stanley.  Win.  S.  Kobiiison, 
^'                               =«'.                  I'l-li-K  11.  Kent.  IM.haid  Kobinsoii, 

Will.  M.  Wlliiiartli.  W  arreii  .Mors.;. 

'  John  F.  Kl.hnrdH.  Avery  <illlnu>re. 

^'  Man-ii.  Daifgeii,  Binjainin  Fnennin, 

'•  '•  lHvU«Mill.|.  .Seth  «  .  Sprague, 

^'  '»••  Thonin*  IllchanU.  Ira  Itii-hards. 

'••'•"•■"  ""'••'»••.».  J«.-ob  DauKctt.  FMier  BI.'ickint.Mi. 
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Lyman  Pitcher. 
Calviu  Ivic-hards. 
Payton  Richards, 
Spencer  Richards, 
Nathaniel  Rand,  Jr., 
Seamans  Whiting, 
Joseph  Guild, 
Leonard  Blackintou, 
Rufus  S.  Perry, 
James  Blackinton, 
Samuel  Newell,  3d, 
Ellis  Fisher. 
Ichabod  Richards, 
Horatio  N.  Draper, 
Barton  I.  Draper, 
John  Montgomery, 
JasoH  B.  Blackinton, 
Daniel  F.  Ellis, 
Willard  D.  Blackintou, 
John  Draper,  Jr., 
Jonathan  Day. 
Hiram  W.  Titus, 
Willard  Richards, 
Sam'  P.  Fisher, 
John  Tifft. 
Willard  Blackintou, 
Hartford  Field, 
Abner  Polsey, 
Leonard  Holmes, 
Lewis  Armstrong, 
Milton  Freeman, 
Nathan  H.  Bliss, 
Henry  Carrique, 
Martin  8.  Witherell, 
Ouesemus  Clark, 
Milton  W.  Blackinton, 
Horace  Foster, 
Noah  Claflin,  Jr.. 
Samuel  M.  Holuian, 
Allen  B.  Messenger, 
Edwin  B.  Stanley, 
Cyrus  W.  Blackinton, 
Otis  T.  Stanley. 
Stephen  D.  Read, 
James  O.  Blackinton, 
Ellis  Fisher, 


Lucas  Daggett, 
Bernard  Maxcy, 
Nelson  Morse, 
Aaron  White, 
George  Hatch, 
Richard  Everett, 
Richard  Robinson, 
Elienezer  H.  Draper, 
Daniel  Daggett,  Jr., 
David  T.  Stanley, 
James  "Whittemore, 
Elias  S.  Grant, 
Ephraini  Jewett, 
Lyman  Lane, 
Lewis  Holmes, 
Horace  Tittt, 
Watsou  Atherton, 
Vernal  Stanley, 
David  E.  Holman, 
Amos  Sweet,  Jr., 
Lloyd  French, 
George  W.  Horr, 
Uriah  Bowen, 
James  Titus, 
Otis  T.  Titus, 
Willard  Jilson, 
Richard  Whitaker, 
Wm.  A.  Freeman, 
Asa  Fuller, 
Leprilet  Fuller, 
George  Price, 
James  B.  Moulton, 
John  Cole, 
Hervey  M.  Richards, 
Warren  Aldrich, 
G.  F.  Starkey, 
Emory  Gouward, 
George  L.  Perry, 
Harrison  Wihnarth, 
Shepherd  Witherell, 
Henry  Bruggo, 
John  ^Vilmarth, 
Wm.  A.  Stanley, 
Andrew  Davison,  Jr., 
James  Warren, 
Alvan  Bickford, 


Elias  G.  Richards, 
Jesse  Whiting, 
Leonard  Tift't, 
Virgil  Blackinton, 
William  Everett,  Jr. 
Darwin  Ellis. 
William  Ellis, 
Orville  Tyler, 
John  Bruce, 
Mark  W.  Baldv/in, 
George  Morse, 
Charles  Richardson, 
William  Arnold, 
William  M.  Drake, 
Charles  Whiting, 
Ebenezer  Fullerj 
Comfort  Claflen, 
John  Bates. 
David  AVhiting, 
Stephen  Richardson, 
David  H.  Grant, 
Ezra  S.  Brownell, 
George  P.  Foster, 
Daniel  D.  Sweet, 
Joel  Morse,  Jr.. 
Lyman  W.  Daggett, 
Horatio  N.  Babcock, 
George  Shepardson, 
Atherton  Wales, 
Egbert  R.  Robinson, 
Herman  W.  Bragg, 
Gilford  Fuller, 
Charles  Stanley, 
Miller  Babcock, 
Calvin  Clallin, 
Jacob  S.  Capron, 
Loring  Morse, 
Geo.  B.  Aldrich, 
Joseph  Hunt, 
James  Cummings. 
Wm.  B.  Franklin, 
James  M.  Turner, 
James  H.  Horton, 
Lorenzo  Bullock, 
David  ButKngton, 
Cj'ril  Sweet. 


Of  these  men  forty-seven  enlisted  August  3,  1S15,  and  were  therefore  the  original  members. 
The  latest  enlistment  mentioned  is  that  of  James  H.  Horton,  in  September,  1833.  The  height  of 
a  number  of  the  men  was  found  on  the  records,  the  tallest  being  Horatio  N.  Draper,  who  was 
six  feet  two  inches,  and  the  shortest  Daniel  F.  Ellis,  who  was  five  feet  five  inches  high.  No 
special  record  of  the  first  election  of  officers  was  found,  but  Elihu  Daggett,  Jr.,  was  first  captain 
and  Chester  Bugbee  the  first  lieutenant.  The  first  fifer  was  Seamans  Whiting  and  the  first  drum- 
mer Ellis  Fisher,  and  it  was  stipulated  that  he  should  own  a  share  "  equal  to  five  dollars  in  the 
bassdrum."  The  purchase  of  this  same  drum  seems  to  have  caused  some  trouble.  It  was  at  first 
suggested  that  one  known  to  be  for  sale  at  sheriffs  sale  should  be  bought,  but  finally  one  in  the 


4 OS  .1  SKETCH  OF  nil-: 

,H,.s,  ..,..1.  oi  ..  („fiiilK.'r  of  thf  .•om|iany.  I.ut  ••  l.tlon-iiii,'  to  Mr.  C.viu>  Cleavelaiul.  of  I'rovi- 
tleiu-.-."  wa»  piirt-hajivtl  fur  ^'i-J,  "  payalilr  in  sixty  .iays."  Siil)seiiueiitly  a  Ijiigler  and  clarionet 
pbiytT  wiT««  a.l.lfd  to  the  abov«'  iiuisii-iaiis.  Tiii'  iinifonu  clioscn  for  tiie  company  was  a  green 
frock,  with  pantaloons  of  tin-  tsanu'  «-olor.  or  else  wliitc,  and  military  caps  willi  i)la<k  plumes. 
.\ftrr  muoh  in.)uiry  ami  dNcussioii  a  contraft  was  closed  "  with  Messrs.  Sloconit.  »t  l.anib,  of 
Mn.iiiileld.  .Ma>-.,  for  ritles  at  Sixteen  Dollar-  ea<li,"<|iiile  as  low  a  price  as  that  for  which  such 
linarni-.  can  now  \n-  obtained,  even  with  all  the  modern  improvements,  and  various  facilities 
for  tb<-ir  lonstruftion  at  the  eommaml  of  manufacturers  of  the  present  day. 

The  ilril  rei-.irded  nieetiug  was  held  in  "the  school-house  near  Mr.  Mannini:  Kichards,"  on 
Mav  7.  I8I«.  The  meetin;.'s  were  held  >onietimes  at  private  houses.— frei|uciitly  at  Manning 
KlebartI"'.  — -omeiime-  at  stores  or  factories,  an<l  often  at  tavern  halls. 

<in  .Inly  I.  MIT.  the  corps  met  at  Manning  Richards'  house  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning, 

fr..ii.  III.  I..  .•  iiinrcbiug  to  I'awtucket  "  to  await  the  arrival  of  Monroe.  President  of  the 

I  ~        -."    Tlie  seiTetiiry  did  not  apparently  know  the  lirst  name  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  to 

1.,  .  ifo  side"  left  a  space  in  hi>  book  sullicient  for  a  much  longer  name  than  James  — 

»  -pBiv  he  doubt  less  forgot  to  till.  Upon  the  President'-  arrival  the  troops  paraded  under  his 
inoptH-tion,  and  then  he  and  his  suite  proceeded  on  their  journey  escorted  by  a  detachment  of 
i-a\alry.  I'lifortunately.  the  corps  had  not  then  received  their  striking  new  uniforms,  but 
X\w*v  must  liave  Ikh'ii  rea»ly  by  .sleptendjer  following,  for  the  corps  was  ordered  to  meet  at 
Samuel  N'ew^dlV  on  the  2J»th  of  that  month,  and  for  the  first  time  "Uniforms"  as  well  as 
■  \iiii«  and  I->|uipments.  as  tin-  law  directs  for  military  duty."  were  reijuired.  We  find  on  the 
fn'«iueiit  rcfeHMicv  lo  dinners  to  be  provided  for  "  muster  or  regimental  review  days;  " 
i-io  of  |K)wder.  payment  of  levies  or  dues,  —  always  very  moderate,  —  and  occasionally 
the  rniry  :  "  Meeting  not  attended  on  account  of  bad  weather." 

M:tr  b  •>.  ivjl.  ihe  corps  for  the  first  time  met  to  pay  respect  to  a  deceased  nunnber  — 
N  :  md.  .Ir.    "  W  one  o'cloik  ailjourneil  to  the  late  residence  of  the  deceased,  whence 

I  ->rvi<e(  the  (."orps  man-bed  with  arms  reversed,  before  the  remains  of  the  deceased, 

.'eant-  acting  as  pall-bearers)  to  the  burial  ground  near  the  Meeting  house  in  the 
\  After  ileitositing  llie  remains  with  the  usual  ceremonies,  the  Cor|)s  returned  to 

Ibc  lioUMT  u(  fol.  Bolkeoni,  where  they  were  dismissed."  Two  similar  accounts  were  found 
lal«T. 

In  lH*il  new  uniforinit.of  which  a  black  handkercldef  was  considered  a  part,  were  purchased. 
Tb«lr  i-olor  wajt  "  iMiitJe  );reen,"  and  it  became  necessary  at  that  time  to  have  the  knapsacks 
rcpaiotcd.  The  charge  for  this  work  was  lifty  cents  each,  and  the  clerk  adds:  ("  rather  more 
ttian  wa*  cx|»f«-«ed").    On  .S«'ptiMnber  21, 1S21.  the  following  letter  was  written  to  the  company  : 

To  Ihe  (IcntloiiifD  coni|>ONing  the  WaNhington  Independent  Itifie  Company. 

«  "  •  ti.  A  number  of  the  Ladies  of  .Vttleborough,  actuated  by  a  desire  to  add  their 
'■  .r^lo  the  general  t'ood,and  retlecling  that  nothing  (!an  be  considered  uni<iiportant, 

''  '  ■  '   '     '    in  improvement,  and  wishing  likewise  to  testify  their 

^•r  reaily  to  protect  them  in  the  hour  of  danger,  have 

'•■  ■' 1 "•    •    "•""■•"•'/.  which  Ibey  will  do  themselvesthe  honor  lo  jiresent 

'  '  .  at  any  lime  and  plae«,  yon  may  think  proper  to  appoint. 

Wrillen  by  order  of  the  Ladies. 

(.Signe.l)         Louisa  T.  i;verett. 

■  •  nanieN  of   lln-   ladies  who  interested   themselves  in 

'I'll  one  g?ive.  was  recinlly  foun<l  among  some  old 

!•  '  f'linlly.' an.l  deendn;;  that  lady  ri(a<lers  at   least 

li«t  Is  iransi-rilted  :  — 

M  >ria  Kiehunlnun.  Ann  Lynch. 

>  \:\f:\  Ann  Draper.  Ibtsy  Draper. 

"•'•'>    I..  Ki'hards.  |{,.b a  Kichards. 


M h 


Mr*.  Uu<--lti!K.  KniiKldauKhtct  ..J  toluutl  UrMiW  ilaieli. 


.M.  Ulrlmrds. 
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Olive  Richards, 
Aziibah  Bha-kiutoii. 
Emma  Bowers, 
Haunali  S.  Itobinson, 
Sarah  R.  Robinson, 
Leafa  Tyler, 
Sally  Tyler, 
Ann  Robinson. 
Azubah  Towne, 
Lucinta  Towne, 
Rebecca  Stanley, 
Xancy  Jackson, 
Abby  Treeman, 
Nancy  Simpson, 
Abby  W.  Draper, 
Rebecca  Barton, 

Largest  subscription. 
$51.35. 


Hannah  K.  (irant, 
Mariett  Stanley, 
Julia  Holmes. 
Mary  Holmes, 
Eliza  Holmes, 
Abigail  Herring, 
Maria  Ellis, 
Abigail  31.  Ellis, 
Clarissa  Barrows, 
Maria  Barrows, 
Abigail  Xewell, 
Eunice  R.  Newell, 
Susan  M.  Draper. 
Hannah  Richards, 
Mandana  Everett, 
Clementine  E.  Foster, 
Fanny  Hatch. 
$1.25;  smallest,  tifty  cents;   average, 


Joan  Jackson, 
Mindwell  Cushing, 
]Martha  Simpson, 
Sophia  Richards, 
Lydia  Richards, 
Amanda  A.  Draper, 
Bebe  Draper, 
Laura  S.  Olney, 
Rebecca  Daggett, 
Fanny  Richards, 
Mary  Gillmore, 
Sylvia  Richards, 
Charlotte  Day. 
Betsey  Carrick, 
Sarah  D.  Robinson, 
Sally  Hatch. 

about  eighty-four  cents;  total. 


The  gentlemen  responded  to  the  above  communication  of  the  ladies  on  September  29,  1821, 
as  follows :  — 

Mrs.  Louisa  T.  Everett,  Madam. 

Permit  us  to  express  to  you,  and  your  liberal  associates,  our  sincere  thanks  for  the  generous 
otter  contained  in  your  i;ommunication  of  the  21.  inst.  and  also  to  signify  our  acceptance  of 
the  same. 

We  would  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  wait  on  the  Ladies,  at  Col.  Hatch's,  on  Thursday 
the  11.  of  Oct.  next  at  2  o'clock  P.M..  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  proposed  token  of 
their  Liberality  and  Patriotism:  hoping  that  we  shall  never  be  unmindful  of  the  strong 
obligation  it  imposes  on  us.  to  use  our  utmost  exertions,  to  merit  a  continuance  of  their 
approbation. 

Per  Order, 

Wm.  Everett.  Jr., 
f  Clerk  of  the 
(        Washington  Rifle  Cor])s. 

In  pursuance  of  arrangements  previously  made,  the  company  to  the  number  of  thirty-eight 
met  at  the  house  of  Lieutenant  Chester  Bugbee  on  the  appointed  day.  "At  two  o'clock  the 
corps  marched  to  Col.  Hatch's  and  wheeled  into  line  In  front  of  his  house,  where  the  Ladies 
(subscribers  for  the  Standard)  in  Uniforms,  were  paraded  in  a  semicircle."  This  uniform  of 
the  ladies  was  a  white  cashmere  fichu,  with  a  colored  border,  and  fringed  —  according  to  an 
eyewitness  1  of  this  interesting  scene  who  is  still  living. 

''  Miss  Sally  Odell  attended  by  two  young  Ladies  appeared  with  the  Standard  "  —  which  was 
a  splendid  and  appropriate  one,  and  inscril)ed  with  the  motto,  "  Protect  what  your  fathers 
obtained  "  —  and  ■'  took  her  place  upon  a  platform  in  the  middle  of  the  circle.  The  Orator  of 
the  day,  and  visiting  Officers  in  Uniform,  followed  and  took  post  on  the  right  of  the  Corps. 
After  a  salute  from  the  Officers  the  Staxdard  was  presented  by  Miss  Sally  Odell,  with  the 
following  Address." 

Gentlemen  of  the  Washington  Rifle  Corps. 

We  are  assembled  before  you,  not  to  celebrate  the  Birth-day  of  a  3Ionai"ch,  or  to  partici- 
pate in  the  gaudy  scenes  of  a  regal  Coi-onation:  but  for  the  pleasing  and  laudable  purpose  of 
placing  in  your  hands,  this  symbol  of  triumph,  and  emblem  of  fame.  At  that  eventful  crisis, 
when  our  Fathers  threw  off  the  yoke,  and  burst  the  chains  of  British  tyranny;  an<l  when  the 


1  "  Auut  Cynthia  "  Hatch.    (Since  deceased.) 
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,  ~     :,^. .,«  If  (Mreotod  liy  iiiuTrin-  WiMloin,  pruinninccd  tliat  i;loriuii>,  >uli;inii, 

11  of  In.U'pfiKiiMiif.  :m<l  prochiinicl  tlie  iiii:ili«'n!ililc  riglits  of  iiiiiii;  then 
u  >«  ii,ir..  111. .  1  III.  •  >t:ir  !.iiim^'li-«l  Haniur."  whicli,  like  tlioi'vornu-morable  -  Star  in  thecal," 
«.  r\c.l.  iiii«l<T  III.-  wiM'  .llnriioii  of  a  \Va<.liiiiv'loii.  as  a  sun;  i,'uiil('  to  peace  ami  liulepciuleiue. 
1  '  \ii-t..rv  iK'auif.l  on  the  .•n->t  of  <oliiiiil>ia's  sons,  and  with  the  lilood  of  a  Warren. 

.  ry.  mill  ninny  oth«T  .listlniriiisho.l  heroes,  they  sealed  the  covenant  made  with 
\     ..  r;  ^       I'.a.o  ami  national  prosperity  were  tin-  hle>sin,i.'s  which  followed  for  a  series  of  year>. 

Wh.  II  a^'-.iin  the  shrill  clarion  of  war  sonmled  to  amis,  ai^'ain  Cohnnhia's  sons  rallied  around 
lier  •t.iml.nrd.and  in  the  lieM.  iind  on  the  ocean,  Alhion's  well-appointed  veterans  were  coin- 
lMlk>.l  to  proMnile  the  Urilisfi  l.i<>n.  at  the  feet  of  the  Americaii  Eayle. 

To  M'li.  (ieiitli-nicn.  we  now  presi-nt  this  Standard,  in  hehalf  of  the  Ladies  of  Attleborouirh. 

who  fwl  th<'  niodi  anxious  solicitude  for  your  welfare  and  honour,  as  citizens  and  soldiers. 

\\.   /..I  ti.,    «tron^'ist  a.ssurunce,  that  should  the  dreadful  ilin  of  war  ever  atrain  disturh  our 

intry  (which  nwy  Heaven  avert  I)  you  will  he  found  in  the  Advanced  guard  ot  its 

!. iiJeri*,  a-Hsistin);  the  rij;lils.  and  niaintaininir  the  honour  of  this  great  and  powerful 

Itepuhlic. 

Kiniilly.  (ienllcnicn,  imitate  the  \irtuc>.  and  he  inspired  with  the  patriotism  of  the  illustri- 
on«.  the  ininiortal  Wa«lilngton,  wliosi-  name  you  hear,  and  you  cun,  you  loill.  '•  iirotect  what 
your  Kalhcn*  ohiained,"  nnd  continue  to  enjoy  the  rich  hlessiiiirs  which  we  inherit  from  them. 

Kii»ij;n  Itlakc  accepted  the  standard  for  theeoinpaiiy.  and  in  their  lielialt  made  the  following 
irallint  rf|»ly  to  the  patriotic  address  of  Miss  Odell :  — 

In  iv««ivin»'  thin  Standard  from  the  Ladies  of  Attlchoroiigh,  permit  ine  in  behalf  of  the 
WaKhin;:ton  IJilh-  t'or|»t,  to  pre»ciit  you  their  sincere  acknowledgments,  for  this  noble  present, 
which  they  n-i-t-ive  as  a  testimony  of  your  aiiprohation. 

When  we  an"  n-minded  of  thosi-  days,  in  which  oppression  aroused  our  Fathers  to  arms; 
and  In  which  tlicy  tolled,  and  shed  their  blood,  in  erecting  the  Standard  of  Liberty  on  the 
Kliorv*  of  Culnnihia;  wc  feel  a  patriotic  pride  in  being  entrusted  with  this  symbol  of  their 
victory.  The  name  of  Washington,  who  led  the  American  People  from  tyranny  and  oppres- 
f>lon.  to  \lrtory  and  fn-iulom,  i-*  alone  sutlieient.  to  inspire  the  breasts  of  American  Soldiers, 
,.ni.  ii..  i>x(>|ii.Ht  feelings  of  palriolisin;  —  IJiit.  when  that  name  is  heard  from  the  lips  of 
Knlr,  and   the   Haiim-r  of  our  country   is   received   from   their   hands,   a    nolilc 

or  hoMHiiK  with  a   lirni   determination  to  maintain   and   protect,  from  every 

i.ini  l>«-<|Uiallied  to  ii>  l.y  our  Fathers;  and  that  this  standard,  the  evidence  of 

' I^icaty.  "li:"''  "•  "  '    '••■^' i'-!>'.|  from  our  hands  by  a   Foreign  Knemy.  or  rent 

hy  all  fiiternal  Koe. 

Tin-  Itanner,  whiili  wwf.  In  the   poMeMolon  of  Captain  Price  jirolMibly  for  many  years  and 

HI.''  I.i.   1.  .111.  hn<  n  uT'iiindwork  of  green  silk.     On  one  side  are  the  arms  of  Massachusetts 

-iirroiimlcd  l.y  figures  of  iinplemeiits  of  war  i-laborately  embroidered.     Above 

.  ••4lli  Hc;c. '.'lid  Hrlg.  .Vh.  IHv."  ami  below"  Washington   Uille  Corps."     On 

I.IImtI)  I-.  Ilncly  rpprescnte.l  in  the  central  foreground  leaning  upon  a  shield 

"  I'roieei  wlial  your  father-  obtained."     A  little  back  of  the  right  centre 

-Inn,  on  It*  pedeMtal  the  iminorlal   lines:  "First   in  war.  lirst    in  peace, 

•f  hi-  ■  ■-itiitry-inen."    In  the  left  background  .in  encamiinient  of  soldiers 

♦•  "  ow  ••  Pn'-enli'd  by  the  ladies  of  All  leborougli." 

'"  ^         till"  ci-reniony  a  procesMlon  was  formed  of  the  Coriis.  Orator 

of  the  lown,  vUllliik'  oMIcer-,  and   Ladie*.  and  moved  to  the  meeting- 

1  tit  nii.l  patrlollconillon  was  pionoumeil  by  the  |{ev.  .Mr,  (  arritiue.aml 

II-  oiiiiK.    Till-   wlnde  then    relnrned   to  Col.    Hatch's   house   and 

IT  pn).. ire. I  f..rihe  oeeaHJon."     This  description  sketches  a  very 

M  iiiilforniH.the  ladles  in  prdly  tlresses,  the  inovlni: 

•    Its   palmy  days  were  of  the   jtasl.  the  old  church 

I.,  the  hiile  eluKler  of  gravestones  near  by,  the  surrounding 

••«=.  with  the(tlorlou«alror  a  New  Kn;;land  mid-antumn  day 

tiu!.r»iiu^   aud   Ua».lit>h..-  «|,       ■  ■  iirlaln  cannot   .piite   y.l    b,..  ,lrau  n :    .inolher   act 
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follows.  Our  fiitbers  did  not  forget  to  give  tangible  proof  of  tlieir  appreciation  of  the 
attentions  bestowed  upon  tbeni  on  that  day.  The  clerk  of  the  company  was  instructed  to 
present  their  thanks  to  the  orator,  and  they  voted  '*  that  the  sum  of  live  dollars  be  presented 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Carrique,  in  consideration  of  his  services  on  the  ll'h  inst.  — likewise,  the  sum 
of  tlve  dollars  to  Miss  Sally  Odell  as  a  reward  of  merit,  for  the  handsome  style  in  which  she 
presented  the  Standard  to  this  corps,  —  also,  the  sum  of  one  dollar  to  Mr.  Cha^  Bicknee 
[probal)ly  BicknelK']  for  ringing  the  bell,  assisting  in  forming  the  procession,  etc.  etc.  on 
that  occasion." 

On  July  5, 1830,  the  Fourth  being  Sunday,  the  corps  met  at  Samuel  Xewell's,  where  they  "  par- 
took of  a  dinner  prepared  for  the  occasion  by  3Ir.  Xewell.  The  corps  then  paraded  in  front 
of  3Ir.  Newell's,  and  tired  fifteen  rounds,  at  3  o'clock  marched  to  the  meeting  house  and 
escorted  the  Temperance  Society,  where  an  address  was  delivered  by  Esq.  John  Daggett, 
4)repared  for  the  occasion,  —  after  service  attended  to  manouvcring  and  firing."  By  way  of 
contrast  to  the  manner  the  above-mentioned  day  was  spent,  the  description  found  of  a  day's 
marching  is  given.  September  24,  1831,  there  was  a  meeting  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning 
at  Elias  G.  Kichards'  store.  "  The  corps  took  up  a  Hue  of  march,  on  the  way  they  was  invited 
by  M.  W.  Baldwin  to  take  something  to  drink  at  Robinson,  Jones  <t  Co's  store,  and  then  they 
marched  on  their  way  to  Mr.  NewelTs  and  Mr.  Edward  Richards  invited  the  Corps  to  take 
something  to  drink  with  him,  and  they  excepted  [the  intended  meaning  is  obvious],  and  when 
they  got  to  3Ir.  Newell's  Inn  the  corps  had  another  invitation  to  take  something  to  drink 
from  Mr.  Samuel  Xewell,  Jr.  the  corps  dined  to  Mr.  Xewell's  after  dinner  tlie  corps  took  up 
a  line  of  march  for  the  Precinck  on  their  way  they  had  an  invitation  from  Capt.  Samuel 
Carpenter  to  take  some  wine  with  him  and  then  the  corps  marched  to  Mr.  Samuel  Holman's 
store."  This  is  the  only  recorded  day  on  which  entertainment  of  this  nature  was  so  frequently 
oft'ered  to  the  company  and  the  occurrence  may,  perhaps,  have  been  an  unusual  one.  It  is  an 
incident  which  shows  the  custom  of  the  times;  but  another  proof  that  "as  our  fathers  were, 
so  are  we,"  for  from  time  immemorial  marching  seems  to  have  been  productive  of  such  deep- 
seated  thirst  as  only  frequent  and  copious  drafts  of  liquid,  often  such  as  the  above,  could  ever 
tend  to  slake,  and  the  day  seemed  to  have  been  one  of  interest  to  him  who  transcribed 
its  events. 

Upon  one  occasion  the  parade  was  ■•  in  front  of  Mr.  Holman's,"  where  a  target  representing 
a  "  full  sized  Indian,"  had  been  placed.  This  had  been  procured  by  Captain  David  Holman-, 
who  offered  a  -lollar  to  the  man  who  should  make  the  best  sliot.  The  distance  is  not  named, 
but  all  the  men  present  fired  at  this  '■  Indian  "  and  no  doubt  with  zest  and  the  wish  that  it  was 
something  more  real  than  a  "counterfeit  presentment."  The  ''best  shot"  was  Mr.  Milton 
Blackinton,  who  "consequently  merited,  and  received  the  premium."  In  1830  a  sham  fight 
occurred  in  East  Attleborough.  The  training  field,  according  to  an  eyewitness  still  living, 
was  "about  where  Pine  St.  is  now."  The  company  met  at  Mr.  Holman's,  where  they  were 
entertained,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  battle  took  place.  Twenty  of  the  citizens  of  the  town, 
dressed  in  Indian  style,  joined  with  the  rifie  corps  against  militia  and  other  troops,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Isaac  Miller.    The  records  do  not  state  which  side  was  declared  victorious. 

In  "  pursuance  of  regimental  orders"  the  corps  met  on  October  20, 1832.  in  Xorton,  where 
the  necessary  inspection  and  exercises  were  gone  through.  The  record  relating  to  this 
occasion,  and  made  two  days  later,  was  the  last  one  found,  and  the  entry  concludes  as  follows : 
"  The  Corps  were  then  joined  by  Capt.  Ide,  in  Indian  costume,  bearing  a  colour  with  the 
following  motto  Free  Trade  and  Yankee  Bights:'  Here  the  clerk's  record  ends,  though  the 
company  continued  its  existence  for  some  years  longer.  These  soldiers  were  never  called 
upon  to  do  actual  active  duty  but  once.  This  was  during  the  construction  of  the  Boston  and 
Providence  railroad,  about  1836-38.  A  riot  occurred  among  the  Irish  laborers  near  Canton, 
and  John  Daggett  advised  sending  the  company  to  quell  the  disturbance.  Captain  Holman 
marched  with  his  men  to  the  place  in  the  night  and  the  Irishmen  at  once  yielded.  The 
ringleaders  were  made  prisoners  and  brought  to  this  town. 

March  28,  1840.  the  State  Adjutant-General  issued  a  general  order  approved  by  the  Governor 
abolishing  the  standing  militia  companies,  and  May  7,  1841,  he  issued  the  order  declaring  them 
disbanded.  The  order  was  carried  into  eftect  here  June  1,  1841,  on  which  <late  this  company 
was  disbanded,  its  ofiicers  discharged,  and  the  famous  "  Washington  Volunteer  Rifle  Corps  of 
Attleborough"  ceased  to  exist. 
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MA8<»XU"  l«ii>«;ks. 
Of  all  the  organiztitloii).  in  existfiu-e  at  the  prt'sciit  time  of  a  social  or  hciKlicial  nature  tlie 
onl.r  of  Km-  aii.i  Airepte.l  Ma-ons  i^<  tlu-  <.Ide-^t.  It  iroes  l»ai k  tluoiijrii  many  bun.lreils  of 
vrarH  aixi  to  nn  « iriintal  country  for  It**  ori^'in.  so  far  as  that  is  l<no\vu.  It  extends  all  over  the 
\v..il.l.  :ih.l  iti..u-li  ii.«  fxprt'ssions  ami  forni>  of  worliing  may  l»e  varied  iu  ditleivnt  lauds,  its 
I,ri.;.';.i.>.  wliirli  htv  of  ft  vepv  IukIi  order,  are  always  tlie  same.  There  are  in  tlie  order 
.li.jirt'e-;  what  is  e.ajjed  tlie  Hlue  I.o.lv'e  lias  tliree,  those  of  Entered  Appreutice. 
}  ,:i.an»l  Mjister  Masou   respectively;  tlicu  comes  the  Chapter,  with  four  dejrrees; 

111.  1.  111.  Couucil  with  three;  tlien  tlie  Coiiiuiaudery  with  four;  and  beyond  these  various  other 
lo.l;.'.«.  such  as  IVrfe<-lii.n  of  Sorrow.  Scottish  Kites,  etc.  The  eutrance  fees  and  yearly  dues 
of  tlii*  order  ben-  are  \cry  reasonable  and  within  the  means  of  men  of  moderate  incomes. 
Till-  i-leiuent  of  M;«n-cy.onie  considered  so  ilan;;ei'ous  to  society  at  large  and  tlie  cause  of  much 
bitter  op|K>!.itlon  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  seems  now  to  be  considered  quite  harmless. 
Af  at  present  exibtin;;  in  America,  at  least,  the  Masons  are  primarily  a  social  order,  beneficiary 
work  anK.DK  n.i-.ly  memlK-rs  not  beini:  compulsory.  Such  matters  are  left  entirely  at  the 
.liM-retion  of  in.lividual  lod;,'es;  and  to  their  cre<lit  it  may  be  said  these  are  not  found  wanting 
in  tbl*  re»|>ect. 

liULSIUI.    I-UDliK. 

Thculde»t  oniani/ation  now  in  existence  in  tliis  town  and  the  only  one  which  dates  from  the 
pn.T'llnv  it-ntury  i-  Hri«t.d  l^)di,'e  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Its  charter  bears  the  date 
of  1T!»T.  an.l  wa«  i:rante.l  to  the  lodfje  by  the '•  (iraiid  Lodge  of  the  most  Ancient  and  Honor- 
ntdf  S.Mii-ty  of  Fn-e  and  Accepted  .Masons  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts."  and  its 
iiicnilMT>hip  <>ri;flnally  included  residents  of  the  several  towns  of  Attleborougli.  Mansfield, 
Norton.  K.'holxjth.  I'awtucket.  and  Taunton.'  Some  one  says:  "As  often  as  the  eye  rests 
ii|M»ii  till*  ancient  .liarter.  its  speech  is  of  patriotism  and  i^ourage.  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
of  free  ffovernment."  and  its  luntre  is  brightened  and  its  value  greatly  eiihaiiceil  by  the  l)old 
atfCnatiin- of  Paul  Kevere,  the  hero  of  that  famous  midniirht  ride  from  Hoston  to  Concord  a> 
tbe  iM'an-r  of  tbe  ilireful  tiding-  of  liriti-li  in\a>ion. 

Tbf  I.mI/c  cKtablished  it-elf  tirst  at  Norton  and  lontiniicd  to  hold  its  meetings  there  until 
I '  1.  IHll.  at  which  time  it  removed  to  this  town.     The  old  parchment  has  lieen  care- 

•tl.  I'lKMi  one  xide  is  theeharter  prop.r— the  license  to  form  tlie  lodge  addressed 
l.\  ri..  •.rind  I/<mIki>  to  all  the  Fraternity  of  the  State.  Then  come  the  names  of  the  charter 
in.  niUm  a*  follow*:  .lob  (illlM-rt,  (Jeorge  fillbert,  Ira  .Smith.  Joshini  Pond,  Samuel  3Iorey..rr., 
Tlni.>lb>  nritiP*n..1r.,  Sam'  I>uy,  Setli  Smith.. Jr..  Daniel  (Jilbert.  Benjamin  Brillig. 

InT     ^'  '        >if.  U'e  the  (iran.i  Ma-ter  ami  (Jraiid  Wardens,  by  virtue  of  the  Power 

•tnd   \  nmltt.Ml.  have  h.-reunlo  set  our  Hand-  and  caused  the  Se:d  of  the  (iraiid 

I      '  •    Mo-Ion.  till-  fourteenth    F>ay   of  .Iniie    Anno  noinini.    ITHT.    And  of 

•  i-aiali  Thomas.  Sen.  (irand  Master. 

'  .Jo-epb  Lau'-'hton,  .III n.  (; rand  Master. 


>i\  Uniul  Ma>trr. 


Ill  Ciraiid  I^Mlffc.  I>i>c.  18,  A.  L.  .V<:>4. 

' '  '  -''-r,  wafc  by  vote  «tf  the  (irand   l.od.'r  this  day  reston-d 

illi»  to  the  f.dlowliiir  Brethren,  petitioners  and  former 

'     '   •     '"if-       Wilhinl    Unl-in-on.   S.  O.    Draper. 


Mr.  I'rlie  »vlio,  \\lili  jtrent  liilercht  und  pleasine,  gave  nic 

I  ..  i.'i       I  I, .1.1  iii:il..'  no  a|i<>|i>)(y  (i»r  .|iu>lhiK  freely  from 

'    I  nut  only  Hie  pruseni  nieinlters  of 

me  p|in»e- of  ilic  social  lite  of  the 

I  afi  ■■(  u.:--  !cmui>,ui.=l  tluuiiiO!  IhjIowu  u.  It-  hlHiorv.—  Kkitok. 
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Willartl  Blaekintou,  Itut'us  P.  Barrow,  Ephraira  Dean,  Daniel  Baljcock,  Edward  IJicliardson, 
and  Noah  Claflin.  And  tliey  are  accordingly  authorized  to  reorganize  and  resume  work  as  a 
Lodge. 

Chas.  W.  Moore, 

Rec.  Grand  Sec.  Grand  Lodge  of  Mass. 
By  order  of  tlie  Grand  Lodge, 

Daniel  Oliver, 

Grand  Secretary. 

In  Grand  Lodge. 

Sept.  14, 1859. 

Ttie  above  charter  was  by  vote  of  Grand  Lodge,  this  day  again  restored  to  the  Petitioners 

named  in  the  endorsement  of  Dec.  13, 1854.    5854. 

Attest 

Chas.  W.  Moore, 

Grand  Sec. 

On  the  reverse  side  of  the  charter  are  the  following  permits :  — 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern.  This  certifies  that  agreeable  to  a  petition  presented  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  at  their  annual  communication  on  the  eleventh  (hiy 
of  Dec  A.  L.  5811  by  a  large  majority  of  the  officers  and  members  of  Bristol  Lodge,  established 
by  Charter  in  the  town  of  Norton,  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  it  was  unanimously  voted  that 

permission  be  granted  the petitioners  to  remove  that  Lodge  from  Norton  to  the  town  of 

Attleboro'  East  Parish  in  said  County,  there  and  there  only,  to  hold  their  future  meetings,  and 
that  the  Grand  Kecording  Secretary  be  instructed  to  confirm  the  same  by  an  endorsement  on 
the  Charter  of  said  Lodge.  In  testimony  whereof,  and  Ijy  virtue  of  the  above  Vote  —  I  have 
hereunto  affixed  my  Signature. 

John  Pi'octor. 
Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Lodge  of  Mass.  March  10"i  5830.  Voted  that  Bristol  Lodge  be  permitted  to  assemble 
in  Attleboro'  instead  of  Attleboro'  East  Parish. 

Copy  of  Record, 
Attest    Thomas  Power, 
'Grand  Sec. 

The  first  meeting  whose  regular  record  is  preserved  here  was  held  June  7, 1813,  the  following 
members  being  present:  Abiathar  Richardson, , Jr.,  Jabez  Newell,  Luther  Cobb.  Obed  Robin- 
son, Jr.,  George  W.  Robinson,  -Josepli  Lang,  Jebel  Ingraham,  John  E.  Robinson,  James  "War- 
ren, Remember  Carpenter,  Thomas  Stanley,  Edward  Price,  Benjamin  Hul>i)ard,  Amos  Sweet, 
Nanian  Bishop,  Manning  Richards,  Edward  Foster,  Thomas  Vv^illiams,  Samuel  Carpenter, 
William  Fisher.  The  early  meetings  of  the  lodge  were  generally  held  in  the  afternoon,  the 
hour  varying  from  two  to  five  o'clock.  In  June,  1814.  Chester  Bugbee,  Elihu  Daggett,  Syl- 
vanus  Tingley,  and  Luther  Cobb  were  chosen  a  committee  to  select  the  music  for  the  dedication 
of  the  hall.  September  8,  1814,  "  Voted  to  procure  Blinds  for  the  windows  of  the  new  hall, 
and  to  have  them  ready  and  hung  before  Dedication,"  and  two  gentlemen  were  deputed  "to 
procure  the  same."  This  hall  was  Bolkcom's  hall,  an  L  which  Mr.  Bolkcom  built  on  to  his 
tavern  for  the  use  of  the  Masons.  The  music  for  the  dedication  seemed  difficult  to  arrange, 
for  later  Remember  Carpenter  and  Edward  Richards,  Jr.,  were  added  to  the  above  committee. 
Jebez  Newell.  Henry  Sweet,  and  William  Verry  were  requested  to  confer  "  with  Bro.  Benj. 
Bolkcom  upon  a  bill  of  fare,  for  the  supper,"  and  were  "a  committee  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  the  day  of  our  dedication.  The  lodge  also  "  voted  that  25cts.  be  added  to  tlie 
price  of  Gentlemen's  tickets,  to  be  received  by  Br.  Bolkcom  in  favor  of  the  Lodge  to  defray 
the  expense  of  musick  Initiation ;  "  the  original  price  of  the  tickets  was  not  stated.  On  Octo- 
ber 27  it  was  "voted  to  Choose  a  committee  of  nine  to  assist  in  making  preparation  and  accom- 
modation for  the  Ladies  on  dedication  day."  Either  the  task  must  have  been  considered 
formidable  or  the  preparations  been  very  elaborate  since  so  large  a  committee  was  required. 


Ill  .1    SKKTVll    or    THE 

Nuw  .„..,  I  ...  i-^u.  til.'  loUi;.'  met  at  iiiiir  oVI.uk  f.)r  tlu-  cl.ilication  uf  the  w\\  li:ill.  but  as  the 
Grniiil  I^lite  «li<l  not  ui«|M-;»r.  tlio«.e  sp.'eial  .premonies  were  neeessarily  postponed.  However, 
•*  the  BretlinMi  alwut  rj<)  in  numJier,  fonne<l  Trocession.  followed  by  a  band  of  niusiek, 
lunrrbeil  to  the  ineetinc-hiiUM-  where  an  appropriate  diseourse  was  delivere.l  by  Bro.  John 
Holroyd.  The  rroeesi^ion  then  retiirne.l  to  the  hall  a-rain,  where  they  partook  of  an  excellent 
repast .  and  after  wine.  toa>tinic.  and  sinv'ini.'  the  I.od^'e  was  eloseil  till  our  next  regular  eoni- 
nniniesition."  De«-enilM>r  2*J.  1814.  "Voted  to  refund  Bro.  (Jeorf,'e  AV.  Robinson  10  Dollars. 
togi'ther  with  tile  lltank- of  the  I..o«ljre,  for  bi.s  perseveranee  an.l  strict  attention  in  i-rocurin^- 
funjltiirc  for  the  new  l.odiic.'* 

M«y  18.  181.5.  -v. .ted  to  .-elebrai.-  and  also  dedicate  our  Hall  on  the  24ti'  June  next.— 
Chow  Bros.  K.lwM  Kichardson.  Ciiester  Buf,'bec.  an.l  Klilui  Daggett  a  committee  to  prepare 
niu»|.-k  for  odi-bnit ion.  — Chose  Brs.  \\n\.  Fi-lier  an.l  Jndson  Blake  a  .(.nimittee  to  procure  an 
.»nitor  for  rvlel. ration."  June  .'..  \s\a,  "  ('ho>c  Jabcz  X.-wcll.  Jabel  Ingraham.  and  Otis  Bobin- 
-on.  a  e«inimlltec  to  mh?  that  necfsvary  entertainment  ami  refreslinient  is  prepared  for  the  Cele- 
hmtion  itn.l  D«'.li.-ati..n.  at  th.-  24«"  Jum-  ii.xt.  — <hose  Brs.  Elihu  Daggett,  Judson  Blake,  and 
Nojih  Claflin  a  .•oinniiti.-e  t..  invite  the  clergy  ..f  this  Town  to  meet  with  us  on  the  24"' June. 

Alito  a.l.le<l  Bro.  Wni.  V.rry  to  sM  eomniittee,  and  rcpiesteil  him  to  invite  the  RevM  Mr." 

(name  illegible.  pr.>bably  Clark,  lu-  the  Bev.  Pitt  Clark  was  at  that  time  pastor  of  the  Congrega- 
tional (Initarhiii)  .-hurch  in  N.irton,  where  the  lodge  first  hel.l  its  meetings.) 

June  24.  ISl.").  Tlie  (Jnind  F.odge  having  arrived,  its  members  were  escorted  to  the  new  hall 
by  the  gentli'inen  deputeil  to  perform  that  tUity .  an.l  it  was  "  Dedicated  in  ample  Form."  and  "  a 
procfjtsion  wax  then  fornie.j  whi.-h  marclu-d  to  th.'  meeting-house  where  a  very  Excellent  and 
■Pliropriale  DiseourHo  was  d.  liveri'.l  by  Bev'd.  Br.  Barnabas  IJates  of  Bristol."  These  services 
eoneludeii,  the  proeexslon  r.-liirned  to  the  hall  where  the  api)ointeil  i;ommittees  waited  upon  the 
n'preocntallves  «if  the  (Jnin.l  Ixtdge  and  the  orator,  to  present  the  sincere  thanks  of  Bristol 
I^Mlge  f.ir  their  atteii. lance  and  services;  "which  Husiness  being  done  the  Brethren  retired 
from  till  hall  to  the  Dining  Table  where  a  splen.lid  i.-nterlaimneut  was  provided  by  Br.  Benjn. 
B<dk.-om.  Hiid  after  regjilinn  themselves  with  food,  the  Brethren  Drank  to  a  number  of  very 
M'ntiiiieiital  T..a-t!.."  TlH-n*  were  visitors  tin  this  occasion  from  Kastern  Star  J^odge,  King 
Dnvjil.  nn.l  ..th.-rn,  with  "  many  from  I'rovidenee,  Pawtm-kta  and  elsewhere."  One  of  the 
ol«l  n->i<lent«  of  the  Kasi  village  well  remembers  this  occasion  and  says :  "When  sujiper  was 
over,  the  ro«>ni  wa»  cleare.1,  an.l  we  .lance.l  all  night."  —  in.iilioning  his  partner,  for  he  is  too 
;;allant  to  haxe  forgotten  her  even  at  the  en.l  of  si.\ly  years.  A  siibscriiition  of  twenty  dollars 
WB«  nilM-il  and  prrwnl<-.l  to  .Mr.  Bates  for  hi»  .lis..iurse,  which  was  printed.  The  lirst  men- 
tion iif  allen<liin.-e  ril  a  liineral  service  a.s  a  l.xlge  was  .>n  February  2,  ISKi.  when  the  members 
a*«i»l>'d  at  that  of  "  Hr.  Jllshop.'*  I>iiriiig  this  year  A.l.mirani  Chapter  of  Uoyal  Arch  Masons 
W8«  foniK-.l  III  town.  The  liiNtallation  of  ollii-eis  .i.'.nrr.'d  June  24,  1817,  an.l  subse(|uently 
lh<-  elinpier  \>  rre.l   to  New   Ue.lfor.l.    .luiic  I.").   |.s2(i.  "  Hro.  A.  Uichanlson  "  was 

:i|>|tfiiMi-d  lo  •  ■oil-  an.l  jewels  in  or.ler  an.l  "  Bro.  K.lward  Richardson"  to  imrchase 

»  >  'le,  "sncha  suit  a-  \\U  last.' ami  Ju.lgm.'nt  shall  dictati."     (in 

•I .:  was  chosen  to  niak.-  in.|uiries  rcgjinliiig  the  exii.'Use  of  buil.ling 

ii  II.  v\  li...  .  •■  .ml  •-.  wli'j  vsili  ai.«l-t."  Aujrusi  i:».  1M21I,  "  V.ite.l  to  petition  the  (.irand  Lo.lge 
t«  »-.iiii.il  the  <  l.:irier  uf  llrl«to|  l^nlge  by  era-iiig  from  it  the  w.ir.ls  Fast  Pre.-in.t."  also 
"  ■•  I    Kllhii  Daguelt,  Jr..  be  a  ..immlttee  to  prepare  a  petition  and  personally 

!"■  'he  <iran.|  l^id^e  at  their  ne.st  regular  meeting  agreeable  to  the  foreg.iing 

♦  '•'  .immiinlentioii  wait  roeeivcd  from  the  (iran.l  l,.>.|ge  I.,  iliecile.t  that 

Ih' 

I  '.<•  lodyf  from  the  Ka-l  villaue.    The  furniture  w.is  onlered 

•"  o  ^Ve«I  Allleboroiigh.  an.l  it   was  siibse.nienlly  .l.ci.led  to 

•»•'  for  a  certain  nuiii;   but   the  matter  lell  thidiigh.     .\bout 

I"'  l.v.n-tl  wan  iiMMJ  by  the  lodu'e.     At   that   time  steps  were 

•"■  >••  a.a.leniy  In  North  Atllelionnigh.  an.l  on  .lune  24,  l.S»l, 

""  .<• -hnreH  In  lhl»  new  building  provi.U'.l  it  .iiiil.l  be  built 

f"'  '•«   wep-  taken.     The  building  was  to  be  .-allcl  "  Attle- 

'"•  "     Hero  tho  n-cords  i-ease  abruptly.    The  a.a.lemy  wa.8, 

how.  »■  r     •iiui.  iM  1  ..-.  •>- ha*  lieen  stated  III  u  previous  chapter. 
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Up  to  this  time  the  lodge  had  been  prosperous,  but  in  1833  the  menil^ership  liad  so  ]iiri;ely 
decreased  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  return  the  charter  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  This  was  due  to 
the  anti-Mason  excitement  which  commenced  in  western  New  York  and  spread  over  the  whole 
land,  creating  such  an  antagonistic  spirit  toward  the  entire  order  that  in  many  places  Masonry 
was  forced  apparently  to  die  out,  and  its  adherents  dared  to  remain  faithful  only  in  secret.  In 
time  this  wave  of  fierce  opposition  sul)sided,  and  in  18n4  several  of  the  Masons  here  petitioned 
to  have  their  "  time  honored  document"  restored  to  them.  This  was  done,  but  for  some  rea- 
son little  action  was  taken  until  1859,  when  the  charter  was  again  restored,  and  since  that  time 
the  order  has  been  continually  increasing  in  membership  and  gaining  in  influence.  Mr. 
Ezekiel  Bates  was  at  that  time  the  highest  3Iason  in  town,  and  after  the  return  of  the  charter 
he  initiated  tliose  who  presented  themselves  for  degrees.  Dr.  James  W.  Foster  was  the  first 
to  be  received  into  the  lodge  and  his  son  John  Bates  the  second. 

Bristol  Lodge  for  many  years  owned  a  l)uilding  in  North  Attleborough  and  their  hall  in  it 
was  dedicated  February  9,  1876.  The  accommodations  for  all  purposes  are  ample,  the  hall  is 
well  furnished  and  the  special  appointments  are  handsome.  A  remarkable  fac-simile  copy  of 
the  old  chai'ter  hangs  over  the  Worthy  Master's  chair  and  an  anteroom  contains  a  case  filled 
with  ancient  and  beautifully  wrought  regalia.  It  is  fitting  that  the  picture  of  George  Wash- 
ington should  meet  the  eye  of  both  members  and  visitors  as  they  enter  the  precincts  of  the 
lodge,  for  as  a  Mason  he  is  pointed  to  as  a  shining  example,  and  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  he  was 
equally  worthy  close  imitation. i 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Past  Masters  of  Bristol  Lodge  from  1813  to  the  present  time : 
Abiathar  Richardson,  Jr.,  William  Fisher,  Edwartl  Richardson,  Moses  Eichardson,  George  W. 
Robinson,  D.  Babcock,  S.  G.  Bates,  Willard  Blackinton,  George  B.  Richards,  Samuel  S. 
Ginnodo,  Charles  E.  Smith,  John  B.  Maiutain,  Thomas  G.  Sandland,  Obed  C.  Turner,  Francis 
S.  Fairbanks,  Samuel  S.  Bugbee,  Arthur  E.  Codding,  James  A.  Codding,  Theodore  B.  Hazzard, 
Walter  E.  Barden.  The  officers  for  1887  were :  W.  M.,  Elton  I.  Franklin;  S.  W.,  Frederic  B. 
Byram;  J.  W.,  George  E.  Hawes;  Secretary,  Charles  F.  Guild;  Treasurer,  Owen  B.  Bestor; 
Chaplain,  Samuel  H.  Bugbee;  Marshal,  Edwin  D.  Sturtevant;  S.  D.,  William  O.  Clark;  J.  D., 
Edward  G.Pratt;  S.  S.,  Edward  A.  Phillips;  J.  S.,  Frank  Cutler;  L  S.,  Daniel  H.  Ralph; 
Orator,  James  A.  Codding;  Tyler,  Thomas  R.  Jones.  The  lodge  numbers  about  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  members.  The  building  has  recently  been  sold,  but  it  continues  to  occupy  its  halls 
as  before. 

EZEKIEL  BATES  LODGE. 

The  original  organization  of  this  lodge  at  East  Attleborough  occurred  January  12,  1870, 
under  the  necessary  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State.  This  dispensation 
expired  September  6, 1871,  and  at  that  time  grand  officers  came  here  to  regularly  institute  the 
lodge  and  install  its  officers.  There  were  twentj'-four  charter  members.  Since  its  institution 
this  lodge  has  grown  rapidly  and  almost  uninterruptedly,  and  at  present  has  about  one  hundred 
and  seven  members. 

The  Past  Masters  are:  Daniel  H.  Smith,  Albert  R.  Crosby,  George  F.  Bicknell,  Edwin  L. 
Crandall,  Charles  E.  Bliss,  Herbert  N.  Mason,  Benjamin  P.  King,  William  J.  Thompson. 
Officers  for  1887:  W.  M..  Edward  C.  Martin:  S.  W.,  J.  Lyman  Sweet;  J.  W.,  Clarence  E. 
Richards;  Secretary,  Orville  P.  Richardson,  Jr.;  Treasurer,  Fred.  G.  Mason;  Chaplain,  Hiram 
A.  Philbrook;  Marshal,  AVilliam  H.  Gofl';  T.  D.,  Eugene  H.  Richardson;  J.  D.,  George  H. 
Herrick;  S.  S.,  William  H.  Sargent;  J.  S.,  Wilbur  R.  Wetherell;  I.  S.,  Thomas  J.  Wain- 
wright;  Orator,  Albert  W.  Winsor;  Tyler,  James  Howarth. 

KING  HIRAM   ROYAL  ARCH   CHAPTER. 

This  is  a  flourishing  chapter  in  East  A.ttleborough.  It  received  its  charter  March  7,  1876. 
The  officers  for  the  year  1887  were  as  follows  :  M.  E.  H.  P.,  Owen  B.  Bestor;  E.  K.,  Arthur  T. 


,  lit  is  a  siguiflcant  fact  tfiat  he  was  admitted  to  the  order  before  reaching  the  age  of  twenty -one. 
He  was  the  first,  and  is  probably  the  only  person  in  the  country  of  whom  that  fact  can  be  stated,  as 
no  one  is  eligible  for  membership  in  a  ]\[asonic  loilge  before  attaining  his  majority.  In  Washing- 
ton's case  it  was  made  possible  only  by  special  dispensation  from  England. 
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rsrker;  E.  S..  WilHum  L.  Klliol;  Cliaplain.  Iknjainin  1'.  Kiiiir:  C  of  H.,  Liikc  C.  Keith; 
1».  S..  Alfml  K.  Crosby:  H.  A.C.,  Jolm  W.  I.wtli.r:  M.  of  3.1  V..  Alvah  C.  Luther:  M.  of 
2.«  v..  l->l\v:iriH.  .Martin:  M.  of  \>l  V..  Kanifl  II.  Smith;  Scrntary.  D.  Eilwanl  Wilinarth: 
TrvnsiirtT.  KUwnnI  H.  Friiik :  Sfnior.  Ilmalio  K.  Wliiie. 

lll!l»I<>l     <  O.MM.\M>i:i:V    <'K    k.NKilllS     IKMl'LAK. 

This  foiimian.Kry  i*  at  Nortli  AtllL-l>(ir<>ii,L:li.  Its  oHiccrs  for  IssT  wore:  E.  C.  Jaiue;-  A. 
Cmhliii^:  Gi'iiiral.  .1.  I.ymaii  Sweet;  (  ailaiii  (ieneral.  T.  B.  Hazzanl ;  S.  A\'..  R.  B.  Car- 
IwntiT:  J.  W..  uvv.n  B.  i{.-»t..r:  T..  S.  K.  Fi>iier;  U..  Artiiiir  T.  Parlcer:  St.  B..  Edwin  Wliit- 
iifv ;  S\v.  B..  i'.  \y.  Fisiier:  W..  Tlioiiia-  (i.  Saiidiaiid. 

M  i:oi;a  i.oixiK.  i.  <•.<>.  k. 

Illlike  the  order  uf  Free  and  Aerrpted  Mas<.ii>.  the  Indeiieiideiit  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  is  of 
••oiii|mnitiv.-ly  ree,-iit  date,  whii-h  makes  it>  rai'id  irrowth  and  irreat  i)rosperity  the  more  uote- 
worth>.  The  lir^t  MHietit>  known  were  in  London  in  the  early  part  of  the  lust  century  and 
they  wen- styled  "Aneient  and  nonoral>le  Odd  Fellows."  The  first  known  in  this  country 
wa-  ill  the  early  part  of  tin-  present  century,  in  1>^1!».  when  a  lod<re  was  formed  in  Baltimore, 
and  WH»  a  I. ranch  of  the  Enjilish  order.  It  was  not  till  IS'JO  that  American  lo.lj,'es  hecame 
lnde|HMideiit.  Since  that  time  the  American  order  has  increased  remarkably,  until  at  the 
pn^-nl  time  it  lias  hniiiches  in  almost  every  State  and  Territory  and  in  many  foreijrn  lands. 
It*  prinripleH  are  well  known  to  be  of  the  hi>;hest  morality,  and  it  enjoins  special  charity  work, 
which  JH  not  eonlined  to  |K-cuniary  aid  alone,  aniont:  needy  meiniiers.  and  large  sums  are  annu- 
ally ixiMiidcd  in  the  various  lod^ces  in  cariiijr  for  the  families  of  deceased  members.  The  order 
of  «Kld  Fellowship  has  dej:rees.  or  staj,'es.  which  must  be  passed  in  order  to  •jain  full  member- 
ship; such  are  the  initiatory,  the  pink,  the  blue,  and  lastly,  the  scarlet  degree.  There  are  also 
encampment*' to  which  oidy  members  of  the  scarlet  degree  are  eligible,  though  this  niember- 
uhlp  l»  not  necessary  to  real  Odd  Fellowship. 

The  history  of  thl«  order  in  town  dates  back  over  tliirly  yiars.  to  .laiiuary  Jit.  184ti,  when 
Aiirom  I^kIu'c  NiiiiiIht  107  was  instituted.  The  charter  meinlters  who  signed  the  |)etition  for 
IMTinlsslon  to  orKani/e  a  loilge  were  Abraham  llayward.  Thaddeus  IMielps.  Alfred  liarrows, 
Joseph  I).  IMerce.  lA-muel  Bishop.  Benjamin  F.  Hammar.  Samuel  1).  Foote.  and  Daniel  Evans, 
the  lallt-r  iK'ini;  the  oiil)  -iirvlvor.'  The  first  meetings  were  held  in  the  secoinl  story  of  a 
iH'lHHilhouse.-' which  Niood  near  the  site  of  the  present  Oldtown  sclioolhouse.  the  only  avail- 
■Idi*  place  that  coiilil  Im-  found.  The  surroundings  were  lowly,  but  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm  in 
the  iiienilHTN  was  lofty.  The  first  olljcers  were:  N.  (i..  A.  llayward:  V.  (J..  T.  I'heliis;  Secre- 
tar>.  I».  Kvaiis:  Tnfamin-r.  A.  Tillt.  The  lod^e  increased  with  great  rapidity,  though  the 
irrowth  pro\e<l  an  iiiihealihy  one.  The  building  in  which  the  mendiers  met  was  nunh  dilapi- 
dated, and  Ihouu'h  Its  rinle  decorations  may  have  been  in  keeping  with  a  small  i>eginning,  at 
the  en^l  i»f  a  few  iiioiilhs  ampler  and  belter  aieommodatioiis  became  necessary.  These  were 
ol<i.'<li«ei|  In  \i.rili  AiilelKjroiigh.  and  on  July  ■.•:».  isjii.  ijie  hall,  which  was  later  occupied  by 
"'•    ^'  '  d.     It  was  furnished  with  elegance,  and  every  prospect  for  the  future 

«»'  'rinj;  in   the  extreme.     Ap|tearances   wt^re,  however,  deceitful,  dis- 

•■•■  '<e  of  brlk'hl  prospeclM.  and  there  was  a  great  decrease  in   interest. 

>'  "ved  to  a  hall  on  Orne  Street   where  it   was  hoped  by  some  that  the 

•"  I-    This  was  not  the  euse.  for  deaths  „|„i  removals  followed  the 

••  "nv  alone  iM'caine  a  struggle,  and  Aurora  Lodge  was  Utile  mori' 

tl. 

I  illriiltlr*  anil  depn>**lon«.  however,  there  were  Nonie  failhfiil  ones  wIm.  did  not 

••*  '          '  '••>■  thought   ihe  lodge  was  extinct,  it    was  through  their 

*"  I  new  lea»e  of  life  s lied  to  be  taken.    The  growth  was 

•'  •    siil„ei|iient   prosperity  of  the  lodge  has  been  very 

If'  I  Ibai   it  was  nlde  lo  contraci   for  a  building  to  cost 

*  M- r  II.. I  Mil.  \.  „  the  cornerstone  was  i;iid  by  ilie  Itighl  Worthy  (Jrand 

•Thia  niual  linvr  licvn  iho  room  previously  occupied  by  the  ilebatliiK  societies. 
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Lods::e  of  Massachusetts,  with  the  eeronionies  of  the  order  iu  ancient  form.  This  huil(lin<r  was 
completed  in  July,  1875,  and  dedicated  on  the  tenth  of  the  following  November.  The  upper 
story  is  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  lodge,  is  handsomely  furnished,  and  admiraljly  adajjted  to 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed. 

The  i)resent  membership  is  one  hundred  and  forty.  Since  its  organization  the  thirty-two 
gentlemen  whose  names  are  here  given  have  served  the  lodge  as  Xoble  Grand;  namely: 
Daniel  Evans.  T.  G.  Saudland,  D.  D.  Kent,  F.  G.  Whitney,  A.  N.  Quinby,  E.  A.  Luther,  W.  J. 
Follett.  E.  R.  Darling,  John  Thompson.  J.  X.  Hall,  S.  A.  Gross,  F.  f)oll.  S.  Totten,  H.  G. 
Grant,  C.  F.  Jackson.  F.  L.  Burden,  F.  G.  Pate,  E.  S.  M.  Perkins,  George  W.  Fisher,  George 
Dietz,  L.  V.  Witherell,  L.  C.  Tifft,  G.  W.  French.  B.  Porter,  Jr.,  A.  Totten,  B.  C.  Rhodes, 
H.  E.  Coombs,  G.  B.  Whiting,  D.  Thompson,  W.  D.  Wemmell,  H.  L.  Kent,  R.  G.  Temple. 
The  otHcers  for  1887  were  P.  G.,  R.  G.  Temple ;  N.  G..  E.  J.  Bacon ;  V.  G..  William  McCoombs ; 
Recording  Secretary.  David  Thompson:  Treasurer,  Horace  L.  Kent;  Representatives,  D. 
Thompson,  James  Totten,  L.  C  Tifft:  Permanent  Secretary.  Ambrose  Kurtz. 

HOWARD   KN'CAMPMEXT. 

Until  1846  Aurora  Lodge  was  the  only  society  of  Odd  Fellows  in  town,  but  on  August  5  of 
that  year  Howard  P^ncanipment  Xumber  19  was  instituted  in  the  hall  occupied  by  Aurora 
Lodge.  It  had  a  checkered  existence  for  a  few  jears,  and  finally,  in  1850.  surrendered  its  char- 
ter. This  was  restored  February  21,  187G.  at  which  time  the  lodge  was  reinstituted.  and  since 
then  it  has  been  steadily  increasing,  both  in  numbers  and  financial  strength,  until  now  its  con- 
dition is  in  every  way  prosperous.  About  eighteen  gentlemen  have  held  the  highest  oftice  in 
this  lodge,  that  of  Chief  Patriarch,  and  many  of  them  are  prominent  iu  other  orders.  The 
officers  who  were  elected  in  1887  are  as  follows:  C.  P.,  Walter  E.  Cook;  H.  P.,  Sullivan  Eaton; 
S.  W.,  A.  Rosenberg;  Treasurer.  A.  X.  Quinby;  R.  S.,  David  Thompson;  J.  W.,  F.  R. 
DeLisle.    The  number  of  members  is  sixty-six. 

ORIENT  LODGE. 

With  the  increase  in  the  population  of  the  town  there  was  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
membership  of  Auroi'a  Lodge,  after  its  revival,  and  in  due  time  there  was  a  demand  for 
another  lodge  of  the  same  order,  and  Orient  Lodge,  Xo.  105,  was  organized.  It  was  composed 
at  first  entirely  of  members  of  Aurora  Lodge,  thirty-four  in  number.  A  petition  for  a  charter, 
signed  by  the  late  Gideon  M.  Horton  and  twenty-nine  other  gentlemen,  was  sent  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State,  and  the  organization  of  the  new  lodge  soon  followed.  It  was  instituted 
October  2,  1873.  Its  first  place  of  meeting  was  in  Briggs'  Block,  iu  the  hall  now  occupied  by  the 
Grand  Army.  This  hall  was  used  for  eleven  years,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  it  was  thor- 
oughly outgrown,  and  on  August  10, 1884,  the  lodge  removed  to  larger  quarters  in  Horton's 
Block.  Here  it  had  a  convenient  and  well-furnished  hall.  It  has  elaborate  and  costly  para- 
phernalia, and  has  attained  an  excellent  position  as  to  numbers  and  financial  condition.  Much 
effective  charitable  work  has  been  done  in  looking  after  sick  and  needy  menioers,  and  this  care 
has  been  extended  to  the  children  of  those  who  have  died.  As  in  similar  organizations,  a 
watch  is  also  kept  over  the  conduct  of  all  members.  That  the  existence  of  this  lodge  has  been 
uncommonly  prosperous  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years  it  numljered  one 
hun<lred  and  sixty-eight  memijers.  In  May,  1S87,  it  moved  into  the  commodious  and  elegant 
quarters  prepared  for  it  in  Bates  Opera  House. 

The  first  elective  officers  were:  X.  G..  Gideon  M.  Horton;  V. G.,John  Baxter;  R.  S..  Elijah 
R.  Read:  Treasurer,  Stephen  T.  Smith;  P.  S..  C.  H.  Pond.  The  following  named  gentlemen 
have  held  the  office  of  X'oble  Grand:  G.  M.  Horton,  John  Baxter,  E.  R.  Read,  George  A. 
Adams.  C.  C.  Wilmarth,  W.  S.  Wilbur,  W.  H.  Got}",  X.  Hicks,  J.  J.  Horton.  D.  E.  Adams, 
C.  F.  Harwood,  J.  W.  Pratt,  Joseph  Heywood,  E.  A.  Sweeney,  A.  D.  Dean,  W.  C.  Sherman, 
E.  B.  Bromiley,  H.  A.  Clark,  F.  S.  Sweet,  H.  E.  Durgin,  John  Slater.  M.  L.  Chapman.  C.  W. 
Blackinton.  Officers  for  1887:  X.  G.,E.  D.  Gilmore;  V.  G..  E.  D.  Guild;  R.  S.,  J.  S.  Richards; 
T.,  H.  L.  Carpenter;  Warden,  G.  A.  Taylor;  Con.,  W.  E.  Xewman;  Chaplain,  John  Slater; 
R.  S.  N.  G.,  H.  E.  White;  L.  S.  X.  G.,  E.  L.  Waterman;  R.  S.  Y.  G.,  W.  E.  Carpenter; 
L.  S.  V.  G.,  H.  E.  Briggs:  R.  S.  S..  F.  E.  Smith:  L.  S.  S.,  W.  Ashley;  I.  G..  L.  Carpenter; 
O.  G.,  E.  C.  Burtonwood. 


11^  .1  .sh/:r'H  "F  the 

rAXTox   vni.Ki«ntiiL<;ii.  x<>.  4>.  iatkiahchs  mii.itaxt. 

Thi»  linl^.-  \V!i*  in-titiil*'tl  in  lK'«vmliiT.  ISsC.  Tin-  orlit-ei^  fur  18ST  were  as  follows :  Captaiu, 
AllMTt  Toltfii;  I.i.utfiiiint.  K.lwar.l  A.  Sweeney;  Ensii;n.  Newton  J.  Sweet;  Clerk,  Walter 
I*.  >l:irltk':  Accuuntnnt.  Nclicniiaii  lli<'k'^. 

RMTIIKIC    I.UlMiK.    l»Al(;iiri;i!S   OI     KKHKKAII. 

There  l»  a  .loirree  in  theonU-r  of  (>1<I  Kellow..liii>  tailed  Dan-^'hters  of  Ueltekab.     This  was 

iiistitultHl  in  iN'tl  for  the  l»t'neiii  of  t!ie  women  conneetod  with  the  families  of  nieml)ers  of  the 

onler.     It  eontain^  lienetiejury  or  insurance  arrangements  similar  in  nature  to  su<h  in  other 

■11-.  hut.  unlike   some,  limiting'  the  I.eiieMts  to  memhers  alone.    The  order  of  this 

d  KslliiT  I.«Kli;e.  .Vo.  12.  Daughter-  of   Relukah.  has  recently  been  oru'anized  in 

(I  IS  in  fxiellont  condition,  well  nnmaired.  and  has  promise  of  a  stronir.  healthy  ,u;rowth. 

•tieers  for  |ssT  were:  N.  (J..  Liieie  .1.  Kenney ;  V.  G.,  Ma;,'i;ie  Cumberland;  R.  S.,  Emily 

tin;  F.  S..  .AIal>el  Kent;  Treasurer,  Liz/le  Semple;  Warden,  Lisa  Schmadl:  Con..  Ida 

I.  (i..  .Vda  SciimadI:  O.  (i..  Thomas  Southwick;  1{.  S.  N.  G..  Julia  Blackinton;    I>.  8. 

N    <...  Eugenie?  .Ionian;  M.ii.  V.  (J..  Annie  IJarr;  L.  S.  V.  (;..  Amy  Thompson. 

St  MNKR    I.oltCK. 

The  Knights  of  I'ytldaH  have  a  tlourishini,' organization  at  North  Attleliorouifh.  in  Snmner 

Ixxl;:e,  No.  t;2.  w  Idch  was  iiisiimted  November  3,  1.ST4.  in  the  old  hall  over  T.E.Hancock's 

store.    This  phice  answered  tJic  pnrpo«e  of  the  lodjre  but  a  short  time,  and  it  then  moved  into 

til.  oil  hall  of  the  Odd  Fellows  on  Urne  Street,  where  it  remained  several  years.     Tn  ISSO  a 

-. .  Mild  removal  wits  nnuic  to  the  present  commodious  quarters  in  Barrows  Block.    The  lodge 

r-Hjiii  j.  one  of  the  nio»t  elev'.int  in  the  State,  the  value  of  its  furnishings  and  paraphernalia 

Ih  in;;  ■■siiniHteil  at  In-twee-n  stpj.OdO  and  ."?I.">.0(JO.     Since  the  institution  of  this  lodge  about  one 

hundn-d  anil  thirty-tive  ••  Knights "'  have  been  made,  an<l  tin- present  number  of  members  is 

.-iImum  ei;;|ity.    Thi»   Inr^'e   dccrense   in  membership  is  due  to   the  fact  that  not  long  since   a 

li       '    '    '  'he  memlK-r"  who  resiiled  in  East  .Vtlleborough  withdrew  to  form  a  lodge  of  this 

I  part  of  the  town,  and  represent-  no  change  in  the  very  prosperous  condition  of 

linl;;e.     Sumner  Lodge  has  accomplished  a  largt;  amount  of  good  in  a  ipiiet  way 

iny  hundred-  of  dollars  in  the  care  of  the  sick  and  dying,  and  ha-  often  performed 

-  of  n-speci  at  the  graves  of  deeea-ed  members. 

are  the  oillcrs  for  IH-sT:    I».  c.  Elton  E.  Whiting;  C.  ("..  H.  (i.  Weil.r:  V.  ('., 

\  ..itiiell;    Prel..    F.   O.   (ooinbs;    K.  r.f   i;.   and    S.,   Thomas    McAlpine;    M.  of    T.. 

\       I     Knli'ht;  M.  nt  A..  Henry  T.  Jordan;  M.  of  E..  I).  E.  Hawkins;  L  (i..  Benjamin   E. 

r.'.-'  ;  <J.  (i..  K    *     ^"•■■      Kepresentalivei.  lo  the  (Jrand  l.odw'c  and  trustees  are  also  chus.-n 

■innuaily. 

rYTIIAG«>UAS   LnlxiK. 

HvtbavnrM  l.o<lri>.  Xo.  "0.  Knivhlii  of  Pylliia.s.  was  insiituled  May  -JC.  is^s,-).  with  loriy-nine 

'  'dp  I*  composed   ehicdy  of  y(»nn'.;  and   enthusiastic  business 

iouh  anlor  to  bnil>l  n|i  their  lodge.     Sinci;  its  bei.dniMiig  thi.s 

a  Hieady  kTowlh.  and  Its  inlhieix  e.  emanating  from  the  eon- 

.  hat  Iweii  i-onnuendable,  eomnnindin^'  the  respect  and  good 

Til. til'   Hull."  HaliV  Klock.     nilleci-s  tor   iss;  were  as  follnw>: 
'■  '    ■  '    '  '       »•   «'•  Klcliirdson;  V.  r..  (Jeorije  11.  Snell:  rrel.,(ieorge  .V.Adams; 

•*■"'  •*•  "•  •*•  Kreler;  .M.  of  K..  L.  .M.  Leach;  y\.\\\  A..  S.  .M.  llolman.  .Ir.:    Triis- 

'-      '  e.iiili«.  J.  I'rrry  rnr|M<nter.    There  are  Heveral  other  oilic-  which  are  lijied 

WAMIIIXOIitX   l.«l|i(iK,   KXUillTN  UK   IIONuU. 

'•'•'■    '"  •••!''   Mtioi,.  Ii,  i.,ui, i/e.|  Within  a  few  years,  whieii  aiv  espi-ially 

■Hied  coil  of  membership  is  very  reasonable. 

.iiMirnnce,  with  a  yearly  rate  of  increase.     Uf 

ibeM  ■•MM-iailoii*  WMmnytoD  1^I«0.  So.  IWO.  wn»  orKnnl/,ed  under  authority  from  the  (irand 
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Lodi,^'  of  this  State.  Its  fhiirtcT  meinbersbip  was  nineteen,  since  increased  to  tbirty-two.  the 
pi-eseut  nnmljer.  The  lodge  is  in  a  prosperons  condition,  and  there  are  constant  ai)plications 
for  nieniljership.  The  following  are  the  officers  elected  for  1887 :  Dictator,  J.  Norman  Hall ; 
Vice-Dictator.  Henry  C.  Cowell;  Assistant  Dictator,  George  F.  Cheever;  Treasurer.  F.  G. 
Pate:  Representative.  AV.  H.  Kliug;  Financial  Representative.  L.  V.  AYitherell ;  Chaplain,  La 
Burton  Warren;  Guide,  L.  H.  Pherzon;  Inside  Sentinel.  L.  H.  Pherzon ;  Outside  Sentinel, 
C.  Dobra. 

ATTLKBOROUGH  COUNCIL  UF  THE  ROYAL  ARCANUM. 

This  council.  No.  366,  was  organized  August  8,  1879,  with  nineteen  charter  members,  and  it 
was  instituted  by  officers  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Massachusetts.  The  laws  of  this  association 
att'ord  to  full-rate  members  an  insurance  of  $3,000,  and  to  half-rate  members  one  of  Sl.oOO. 
Since  its  organization  this  lodge  has  lost  six  full  members:  Edwin  J.  Horton.  Eliot  Hunt, 
Charles  E.  Hayward,  Jolj  Savery,  Benjamin  J.  Angeli,  and  Gideon  M.  Horton.  and  has  paid 
out  on  account  of  these  deaths  the  sum  of  $18,000.  It  has  sixty  members,  and' is  in  a  thriving 
condition.  The  follosviug  were  officers  for  1887:  Regent,  Charles  C.  Wilmarth  ;  Vice-Regent, 
A.  Vinton  Cobb;  Past  Regent.  William  Nerney;  Secretary.  Charles  O.  Sweet;  Treasurer, 
Lucius  Z.  Carpenter;  Chaplain.  Benjamin  P.  King;  Orator.  David  E.  Makepeace:  Collector, 
Charles  A.  Wetherell;  Guide,  Frederick  M.  Ellis;  Warden,  Eugene  M.  Skinner;  Sentry, 
J.  Shepard  Richards. 

NORTH   ATTLEROllOUGH   COUNCIL   ROYAL   AltCANUM. 

This  council  was  instituted  March  15, 1887,  by  Grand  Secretary  H.  S.  Worrall.  Its  place  of 
meeting  is  Pythian  Hall,  and  there  are  thirty  members.  At  the  time  of  the  institution  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  installed :  Past  Regent,  J.  A.  Codding;  Regent,  W.  H.  Adair;  Vice-Regent, 
0.  W.  Cliflbrd;  Orator,  G.  W.  Lyman;  Chaplain,  C.  A.  Reed;  Secretary,  Frank  H.  Cutler; 
Treasurer,  G.  W.  Waterman;  Collector,  H.  H.Hill:  Guide.  George  E.  Cummings;  W;irdeu, 
N.  E.  Moore;  Sentry,  C.  H.  Peck;  Trustees.  E.  R.  Price,  E.  S.  Cargill.  B.  S.  Freeman. 

MAGNOLIA   COUNCIL,   NO.   121,   AMERICAN   LEGION  OK   HOX(JR. 

The  charter  for  this  council  was  given  to  thirty  persons,  and  it  was  instituted  at  East  Attle- 
borough.  May  21:,  1880.  Its  present  number  of  members  is  sixty-six.  Officers  for  1887 :  Com- 
mander, Charles  M.  Rhodes;  Vice-Commander.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Stewart:  Past  Commander, 
F.  D.  Hall;  Secretary.  R.  Zequeira;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Emily  Cooper;  Collector,  John  L.  Tobitt; 
Chaplain,  Mrs.  Isaac  Pettis;  Orator,  John  Cooper;  Guide,  Eben  Hirons;  Warden,  G.  P.  Wil- 
liams :  Sentry,  Isaac  Pettis. 

MASSASOIT  COUNCIL,  NO.  270,  AMERICAN  LEGION  OF  HONOR. 

This  council  was  instituted  at  North  Attleborough,  July  30, 1880.  Its  charter  members  num- 
bered nineteen,  and  its  present  membership  is  thirty-three.  It  meets  in  Pythian  Hall  on  Wash- 
ington Street.  This  organization  insures  its  members  for  sums  varying  from  $500  to  .§5,000. 
The  officers  for  1887  were:  Past  Commander,  E.  R.  Richardson;  Commander,  Herbert  K. 
Sturdy:  Vice-Commander.  Hamilton  A.  Kendall:  Secretary,  Jesse  D.  Bates;  Treasurer, 
Charles  T.  Guild;  Orator,  Horace  M.  Scribner;  Collector,  Paul  Schmidt;  Chaplain,  Benjamin 
W.  Goode;  Guide,  Ira  V.  Dunbar;  Warden,  Samuel  Hamlin;  Sentry,  W.  P.  Whittemore; 
Medical  Examiner,  Dr.  F.  L.  Burden. 

DIONYS  L01>GE,  NO.  317. 

This  is  an  association  of  a  similar  nature  to  the  above,  and  belongs  to  a  German  order.  Its 
members  are  German  citizens  entirely,  and  in  its  meetings  no  language  but  the  German  is 
used.  The  order  in  this  country  started  in  1849,  and  now  extends  all  over  the  States  and  into 
some  of  the  Territories,  and  since  its  commencement  has  paid  to  beneficiaries  more  than 
$800,000.  The  principle  of  the  order  is  "  Charity,"  the  motto,  "  Friendship,  Love,  and  Human- 
ity," which  is  almost  exactly  like  that  of  Odd  Fellowship  — "  Friendship,  Love,  and  Truth." 
Dionys  Lodge  was  instituted  July  29, 1873,  at  North  Attleborough,  and  has  a  present  member- 
ship of  fifty-six.     It  pays  to  sick  members  $5  per  week,  and  in  case  of  death  the  sum  of  S500  to 
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th."  fninllN  ..T  III,'  .l.-.v:i.-.|.  M.ii..»M,^  :.!.•  ihi-  otHcers  for  ISsT :  <).  15.,  .lol.ii  Bet/:  T.  1?.. 
Ern.i  lU«n».«ch;  S.vrftary.  Aninn-l  Wit/ku:  TnaMirer.  Cluirles  W.  Heinpol;  Prchf..  Il.nry 
Slellrr;  U«'|»n-<»oiitaUvi>  to  <iraii<l  Ixxl^rr.  otto  l)rii'>iu'r. 

|-KNMX«iTi>N    I.oIk;K,    No.   44.    ANril.M    <»KI»r.K   nl-    UMIKK    \V<  >i:K.M  KN . 

Thi'  onler  beariii:;  «lii'<  tltli-  is  iin  ontaiiization  •*  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  its  nioiiilMr>  ;(ii(l 
Ihrlr  f«milU-«."  an.l  is  loiupoM-.l  of  sniionlinate  ami  j;raii<l  lodi,'es  and  one  .supremo  lo.lge.  It 
In.  ihouu'li  its  nimi.'  lmpll«'-  .lltlVrfntly.  a  inotlern  orijanizatioii.  dating  its  ori,!,'in  from 
Mi-n.|\lll.'.  Peuii..  on  u.-IoIkt  27.  IN«K.  It  ha>  had  a  wondi  rfnl  irrowtli.  ami  is  represented  all 
..\cr  thr  land.  This  order  has  various  dejcrees,  with  appropriate  initiatory  ceremonies,  and 
likr  all  th.-  olhers  mentioned  Is  st-oret  in  its  chanieter  ami  l.enelieial  in  its  working's,  not  only 
f«„„„ol-div.  but  mondly.  Hy  th<-  y»-arly  payment  of  a  very  small  sum,  S'J.OOO  is  secured  to  the 
<.  h  m<-m«K'r  —  or  to  any  person  designated  by  liira  —  who  dies  in  full  and  honora- 
,.  and  "lurini:  the  first  fifteen  years  of  its  existence  the  order  paid  out  in  this  way 
tiw  I  cT..'!-"'."**)  ••  w  ithout  oni-  dollar  of  loss  or  defalcation." 

PKXXl\«iT<ix  I.«hm;k.  Nm.  44.  was  instituted  June  11).  18S2,  with  twenty-two  charter  meui- 
»»r».  anti  il  now  lias  ninety-live.  Its  lirst  otiicers  were:  Past  Master  Workman.  G.  M.  Horton; 
.M«->ter  Workman.  X.  J.  Smith:  Foreman.  .1.  W.  I.uther;  Overseer.  John  Slater;  Recorder, 
F.  \..  I^«  Haron:  Financier.  J.  L.  Land):  Receiver.  J.  L.  Sweet;  Guide.  S.  K.  Brigijs;  Inside 
Watchman.  C.  W.  Sherman;  outside  Watchnnin.  <'.  K.  Bates;  .Medical  Examiner,  J.  W. 
llnttiTohall;  Tniste«'s.  (J.  M.  Morion.  Gcor-re  K.  Holmes.  ,1.  W.  Battershall.  The  officers  for 
Iks;  wcrv:  Vti*\  Miwter  Workman.  Kmmons  I).  (Juild:  Master  Workman,  (ieorge  A.  Taylor ; 
K-T.  man.  HerlH-rt  11.  Clark;  Overseer,  (icorirc  O.  Wilmarth;  Regent,  Thomas  D.  Gardner; 
Kiii.iiHi.T.  II.  K.  l»nr_'in:  Recorder,  L.  Z.  Carpenter;  (iuide,  (ieorge  H.  Smith;  Inside  Watch- 
m.in.  charle«  K«-elrr;  Outside  Wat<hman.  Louis  B.  Kingman;  Medical  Examiner,  J.  W. 
HatitT-hall:    Tnisi**-*.  <J.  T.  Hcdmo..  .1.  W.  Battershall.  L.  Z.  Carpenter. 

MoIN  I     IKHi;    luDCK.    .No.    tlT. 

I  -of  the  mime  order  sva-  organized  at  Norlli  .\ttleburougli,  August  oO,  1880.     The 

.  iJmt  of  mendM-rs  was  twenty-seven,  and  there  was  no  increase  until  April,  1887, 
«i,!i  :\\j  new  meudx-n*  were  admilled.  The  following  were  the  officers  for  1887:  Past  Mas- 
liT  Workman.  T.  <i.  Siuulland;  Ma»ter  Workimm.  H.  1'.  Richards;  Foreman,  George  W. 
<  U--  .it;  Ovcrwwr.  II.  W.  Slierman;  Rc'.'eiit.  J.  H.  Peckham;  Financier,  .Vlpin  Chisholm; 
i:  :  liT.  .1.  A.  Cwlding;  Inside  Watchman.  E.  F.  Whiting;  Outside  Watchman,  O.  II. 
AtW'MMl;  Tni«l«'-.  F.  I.  Bard<n.  N.  B.  Fidiett,  S.  K.  Fi-her. 

il  I  Mimotoitiii  YMi:.\(i  mkn's  ciiuisri.vx  .\,ssMri.\Ti<»N. 

Til-    !.r< 'i'liin  <r\    lie' iin.-  Iii\iii.-  in  view  tln!  formation  of  this  association  was  held  in  the 

•  ■.eeond  in  the  Second  Congregational  Church  on  Octo- 

•1  and  the  following  ofiic<!rs  elected  ;  namely.  President. 

nl.  J.  o.    rilTany;  .Secretary  and  Treasurer.  C.  (i.  Hill;  Standing 

I.    Fuller.  C.  E.  <'arpenter.  and  Freennin  liobbius.     Among  the 

Peloubet  and  \U'\ .  A.  Anderson,  then  pa-tors  of  the  Second 

r.  tit  -  n  <|«cl|vely. 

Defin's  BulMing,  opposite  the  old  iiostoiljce.  for  a 

I   meeiin;;  held  in  these,  thi'lr  own  quarters,  was 

ii.dne.l  in  thI-  Indldim.'  (whiih  meanwhile  changed 

I  n-diti»  nnlil  till-  spring  of  ls,s(i.  when  the  increased 

-  Mtath  afternoon  nu-etings,  ma<le  it  nec- 

.  re  secured  in  Pierce's  Block,  on   Park 

iieie  oh  Stinihiy  and  Thursday  evenings,  with  an 

'  a  hundred  ymint;  men,  and  occa>ional  religious 

'own.     A  tiiornughly  ;ruod  Work  has  been  in  prog- 

■  Uirlnir  the  twenty  years  of  Its  exiMlence  —  often 

:u  Hi»    f4!<    A  fcfial  JU'-uurojctm!  111%  wlun  nniny  of  the  tnend)er-<  have  lost  interest.    'I'lnrc 
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have  always  been,  however,  ''  the  faithful  few,"  whose  courage  has  never  failed,  ami  whose 
zeal  has  always  been  practically  manifested.  The  work,  though  varying  in  amount  from  year 
to  year,  has  never  been  entirely  interrupted,  and  much  tangible  good  has  been  accomplished. 
There  is  now  a  growing  appreciation  on  the  part  of  the  general  community  of  the  benetits 
resulting  from  the  labors  of  this  association,  and  appeals  for  assistance  in  carrying  out  its 
purposes  have  met  with  very  liberal  responses.  There  are  at  present  eighty  active  and  twenty- 
eight  associate  members.  Increased  efforts  and  more  extended  work  are  contemplated,  and 
the  association  looks  forward  to  a  building  of  its  own,  as  soon  as  practicable.! 

The  following  gentlemen  have  served  as  presidents:  Nathan  C.  Luther,  three  terms;  Charles 
E.  Bliss,  one  term;  Hartford  8.  Babcock,  one  term;  Alvin  F.  Wood,  one  term;  Edwin  J. 
Horton,  eight  terms;  Homer  M.  Daggett,  two  terms;  Samuel  W.  Gould,  four  terms.  Fol- 
lowing are  the  various  secretaries  in  their  order:  Calvin  G.  Hill,  Edwin  J.  Horton,  Job  B. 
Savery,  George  E.  Luther,  William  H.  Gould,  Benjamin  P.  King,  Albert  H.  Tucker.  Officers 
for  1887  were:  President,  A.  Vinton  Cobb;  Secretary,  G.  M.  Chace. 

WOMEN'S  CHRISTI.tX  TE>IPER.\XCE  UNION. 

The  rise  of  this  large  and  powerful  organization  throughout  the  land  must  be  attributed  to 
the  temperance  raids  by  the  women  of  Ohio  in  1874.  Fanatics  these  were  called  —  the  leaders 
in  every  reformation  ai-e;  unwomanly — perhaps  so  in  many  instances;  overstepping  the 
bounds  of  their  proper  sphere  in  life  —  that  may  be  to  some  extent  true;  interfering  in  what 
was  none  of  their  business — no;  too  many  of  them  through  husbands,  brothers,  and  sons 
were  suflering  from  the  evils  of  the  dreadful  curse  they  longed  and  sought  to  remove.  They 
certainly  placed  themselves  in  a  position  to  induce  the  severe  criticism  which  was  liberally  be- 
stowed, and  their  methods  may  have  been  unwise,  but  the  end  has  justified  the  means.  From 
that  little  band  of  crazy  enthusiasts,  as  they  were  termed,  has  sprung  up  a  great  order  of 
women  banded  together  by  the  strongest  tie  —  a  common  love  and  a  common  sorrow  — to  fight 
the  universal  ill,  which  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  terrible  scourge.  The  members  of  this  order 
are  of  every  rank  in  life,  from  the  wife  and  daughter  of  the  laborer  to  ladies  of  the  highest  cul- 
tivation and  rank;  so  indeed  were  the  crusaders,  many  of  them  being  ladies  of  refinement  and 
of  high  social  position.  The  members  of  the  unions  are  doing  their  varied  forms  of  woman's 
work  in  a  womanly  way,  but  none  the  less  in  a  determined  and  businesslike  manner,  and  many 
forward  steps  have  been  taken  and  much  good  has  been  already  accomplished.  There  are 
town,  county,  and  State  leagues,  each  one  independent  in  Its  own  special  work,  but  mutually 
dependent  in  that  common  to  all,  and  above  and  uniting  all  there  is  a  grand  or  national  league. 
These  are  all  thoroughly  organized,  their  business  afl:airs  properly  managed  and  well  conducted. 
To  the  fundamental  work  — which  is  still  supreme  —  are  added  various  forms  of  charitable 
work,  as  location  or  circumstance  may  dictate,  and  especially  the  remedy  for  ills  which  are 
engendered  by  other  vices  than  that  of  intemperance  is  sought  for.  Earnest  and  conscientious 
ettbrts  have  been  and  still  are  being  put  forth  in  every  direction  possible,  and  each  year  brings 
encouragements  not  only  in  increase  of  numbers  and  formation  of  new  unions,  but  in  other 
visible  good  results  to  the  labors. 


1  This  building  has  been  erected.  During  the  latter  part  of  1888  some  preparatory  work  was  beguu  ; 
the  cornerstone  was  laid  iu  the  spring  of  1SS9,  and  the  builtling  dedicated  iu  the  autumn  of  the  same 
year.  I^and  was  purchased  of  Dr.  J.  K.  Bronson,  on  County  Street,  near  its  intersection  with 
Park  Street.  The  building  is  about  34  by  58  feet  in  size,  and  two  stories  liigh  above  the  basement. 
The  latter  includes  the  gymnasium,  bathroom,  etc.;  the  first  story,  reading-room,  parlor,  bo3's'  I'oom, 
and  ollice ;  and  the  seconil  story,  two  class  or  lecture  rooms.  The  cost  of  building  and  land  was  about 
$10,000.  Toward  this  sum  the  largest  contributor  was  Mr.  J.  31.  Fisher;  the  two  next  largest,  Mr. 
S.  W.  Gould  and  Mr.  M.  E.  Rowe,  while  Mr.  J.  L.  Sweet  made  a  very  generous  promise  to  be  fulfilled 
when  a  certain  amount  of  the  entire  sum  should  be  raised.  It  is  fitting  to  mention  the  names  of 
Edwin  .J.  Horton,  Samuel  W.  Gould,  and  A.  Vinton  Cobb  as  very  earnest  practical  workers  in  the 
cause  of  this  association.  Previous  to  the  erection  of  the  new  building  a  Ladies'  Auxiliary  was 
formed,  which,  as  its  name  indicates,  aids  the  work  of  the  association  in  various  ways.  The  organi- 
zation here  has  been  very  efficient. 
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'riiroiigli  thu  ctluit-  of  Rev.  (Mrs.)  Ellen  C.  Gustiu,  then  vice-presiileut  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Temperance  Union,  a  convention  for  Bristol  County  was  held  in  the  Second  Congre- 
gational Church,  this  town,  on  April  'JO,  1?<TG.  This  nuetinj;  was  addressed  by  various  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  cause,  and  considerable  interest  was  apparently  awakened.  By  a  rising 
vote  it  was  decided  to  form  a  union  in  the  East  village.  A  nominating  committee  was 
appointed  by  Mrs.  CJustin,  and  those  ladies  wliose  names  were  presented  to  the  meeting  by  this 
committee  were  unanimously  elected  to  the  various  otlices.  These  were :  Mrs.  C.  E.  Luther, 
president;  Mrs.  N.  M.  Daggett,  vice-president;  Mrs.  L.  B.  Sweet,  secretary;  Miss  C.  C. 
Thacher.  treasurer.  An  executive  committee  numbering  twelve  was  also  chosen,  but  by  a 
sut)sei|uent  vote  was  reduced  to  seven  in  number. 

The  tirst  liusiness  meeting  was  lield  at  the  residence  of  :Mr>.  Sainucl  Iloliiian,  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  the  same  montli,  April.  1ST(;.  and  a  constitution  was  then  adopted.  At  the  same  time 
it  was  announced  that  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  had  ollered  the  use  of  its  readiug- 
room  to  the  Union.  Tliis  courtesy  was  gratefully  accepted  and  acknowledged.  It  was  freely 
extended  for  a  period  of  nearly  ten  years,  for  it  was  not  until  December  2,  18S5,  that  the  union 
moved  into  its  own  pleasant  hall  in  Horton's  Block.  This  kindness  on  the  part  of  a  society  not 
overl)ouMtifully  supplied  with  funds  was  always  properly  appreciated,  and  it  was  with  nuich 
pleasure  that  the  ladies  at  one  special  time  found  opportunity  to  give  tangible  proof  of  their 
thankfulness,  in  assisting  to  raise  funds  for  the  young  men's  association,  which  some  of  them 
did  to  a  considerable  amount. 

The  yearly  tines  in  this  organization  are  only  lifly  cents.  Large  sums  are  not  required  for 
carrying  on  its  particular  lines  of  work,  though  more  or  less  is  done  in  the  way  of  charity, 
which  requires  money.  When  funds  are  needed  entertainments  are  given,  and  nnuiy  con- 
ducted by  tlie  ladies  of  this  union  have  been  both  pleasant  and  protitablc  To  the  small  n>.em- 
bership  at  the  start  there  have  been  large  accessions,  and  the  union  li;i-  now  one  hundred  and 
one  acti\e  members  and  eleven  honorary  members. 

The  olticers  for  ISST  were:  President,  :Mrs.  <'.  E.  J>utlur;  Vice-Presidents  (two  from  each 
churdi),  Mrs.  L.  B.  Sweet,  Mrs.  Charles  Blackinton.  Mrs.  Lowell  Brown.  Mrs.  J.  Jordan, 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Lamb,  Mrs.  Edwin  Clatlin.  and  Rev.  Mrs.  Gustin:  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Richards;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs.  Helen  A.  Wexel:  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Harford  Capron; 
Assistant  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Abijali  Wales. 

There  is  a  large  and  nourisliin'4  Band  of  Hope  carried  on  by  the  mcmliers  of  this  union. 

ATri.r.noitot  (in  voi^.m;  womkx's  <  hkisiian   rKMi'KUAM  e  uxiox. 

This  union  for  young  ladies  was  organized  Uctubcr  l!i,  iss'i,  by  Miss  E.  S.  Tobey.  i)rcsident 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Union.  The  lirst  otlicers  were:  .Mrs.  E.  A.  Cumnnngs,  president; 
Miss  Annie  Wheaton,  and  Mrs.  Clara  Mason,  vi((!-presiilcnts;  Miss  A.  I^.  Jones,  secretary; 
Miss  \.  L.  Bacon,  treasurer.  This  union  is  independent  of  the  otlur.  but  unites  with  it  in 
hiring  a  hall.  Its  methods  for  raising  money  ari'  the  same,  ami  this  is  applied  for  charitable 
work  as  is  necessary.  Every  year  something  is  done  for  the  Flower  Mission  in  town.  There 
art;  about  tifty  active  members,  and  twenty-four  hontu-ary  members.  Eollowinir  are  the  uilicers 
for  18ST:  Prcsidt-nt,  Miss  Elorenct;  Fisher;  ^'ice-Presidents,  Miss  .\nnie  Wheaton  and  Mrs. 
Clara  Mason;  Recording  Secretary.  Miss  B.  H.  Webber:  Corresponding  Secretary,  Miss  E.  E. 
(iavitt;  Treasurer.  .Mls«  Alice  D.  (iraham.     [No  longer  in  existence.] 

NoiMii  A  rri.r.iiouoctiii  women's  ciiiti^riAN  temi-kuaxce  i'xikn. 

Un  the  mi»rning  of  May  ,1.  |MT(i,just  I  w<»  weeks  subse(|ui'nt  to  the  meeting  held  in  the  Ea>l 
villa^'e,  a  meeting  was  held  in  Die  Fre<'  Evangi-liial  (hundi  at  North  .\tlleborougli.  under  tlie 
auspices  of  the  Slate  Uni(Mi,  having  in  view  the  fornnitlon  of  a  union  there.  .\l  this  meeting. 
.Mrs.  Kiciiards.  of  Charlestown,  .Mr».  Ward,  of  .Salem,  and  .Miss  Oliver,  of  l'.o>ton.  were  the 
speakers.  A  second  nieeling  was  held  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  da.\ .  which  was  «ipened 
with  prayer  by  Mrs.  (Ju'tln.  who  also  made  remarks.  .\n  ori;.'inaI  poem  by  Mrs.  Sweet  and 
an  essay  by  Mrs.  ilulmaii  were  read.  It  was  at  thai  time  decided  lo  organize  a  union,  aud  the 
following  otHcerit   were  elected:    PreHMcnt,  Mrs.  <  anlield ;    Vice-President,  Mrs.  E.  French; 


HIS  TOBY   OF  ATTLEBOBOUGH.  423 

Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Mrs.  H.  Rice;  and  an  executive  board  numbering  six  ladies.  The 
first  elected  president  served  but  three  months,  and  since  that  time  the  following  named  ladies 
have  occupied  that  oltice :  Mrs.  Copeland  served  nearly  three  years ;  Mrs.  Thompson,  one 
year;  Mrs.  Kendall,  one  year;  Mrs.  Copeland,  again,  for  one  year;  Mrs.  Wood,  one  year;  Mrs. 
Draper,  four  years,  and  still  continues. 

This  union  has  devoted  itself  chiefly  to  the  distribution  of  temperance  literature,  and  the 
suppression  of  that  of  an  impure  character,  to  Sunday-school,  juvenile,  and  evangelistic  work, 
to  press  and  legal  work,  to  town  and  county  fairs,  narcotics  and  tobacco,  and  to  temperance 
instruction  for  the  children  of  the  public  schools.  A  considerable  and  encouraging  work  has 
been  accomplished,  and  the  union  is  prospering,  with  a  membership  of  one  hundred  and 
thirteen. 

The  officers  in  1SS7  were:  President,  Mrs.  Lafayette  Draper;  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Eugene  Fisher;  Corresponding  Secretary, Mrs.  Copeland;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  A.  Gr.  Hatch;  Vice- 
Presidents,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Barden,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Hatch,  Mrs.  A.  31.  Sperry,  Mrs.  Phillips,  Mrs. 
Pliny  Thomas ;  these  with  the  other  officers  forming  the  executive  board. 

NORTH  ATTLEBOROUGH  YOUXG  WOMEN'S  CHRISTIAX  TEMPER.tXCE  UNIOX. 

This  union  was  organized  October  15,  1880.  It  has  at  present  sixty-three  active  members 
and  twenty-three  honorary  members.  Its  work  has  been  especially  in  the  Flower  Mission, 
temperance  literature,  and  amongst  railroad  employees,  and  it  has  been  carried  on  with  much 
zeal  and  enthusiasm. 

Great  efforts  have  been  made  in  this  part  of  the  town  to  secure  signers  to  the  temperance 
pledge,  and  the  Reform  Club  has  also  claimed  the  attention  of  the  union.  The  children  in  the 
Sunday-schools  were  pledged,  and  in  1880  a  society  named  the  Children's  Gospel  Temperance 
Society  was  organized  by  Mrs.  Kendall  and  Mrs.  Copeland,  and  out  of  that  has  grown  the 
present  children's  society.  In  1883  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Band  of  Hope,  and  in  1885  to 
the  present  one  of  Loyal  Legion.  Since  this  society  was  first  formed  four  hundred  and  fifty 
names  have  been  enrolled  upon  its  books,  and  it  is  now  in  a  very  prosperous  condition.  In 
the  various  ladies'  temperance  unions  the  aim  is  as  far  as  possible  to  first  set  the  children  right, 
and  through  them — by  their  influence  in  great  measure  —  to  reach  and  benefit  parents  and 
elders,  and  in  these  as  in  general  charities  this  has  proved  to  be  an  efficient  way  to  accomplish 
the  desired  ends. 

KELLOGG  DIVISION,  NO.  115,  SONS  OF  TEMPER.tXCE. 

This  society  was  instituted  February  7.  ISSo.  and  has  its  hall  for  meetings  in  Horton's  Block 
The  officers  for  1887  were:  W.  P.,  Charles  D.  Knight;  W.  A.,  Harry  Carlyle;  R.  S.,  William 
Miller;  A.  R.  S.,  Frank  Stearns;  F.  S.,  Hattie  Mallery;  T.,  Charles  Streeter;  Chaplain,  Samuel 
Hodson;  Con.,  Bei'tha  Pease;  A.  C,  Annie  Dow;  I.  S.,  Miss  Kingman;  O.  S.,  Clark  Newell. 

CARLISLE  LODGE,  NO.  200,  INDEPENDENT  ORDER  OF  GOOD  TEMPLARS. 

This  lodge  was  instituted  September  22, 1886,  and  also  meets  in  Horton's  Block.  Its  officers 
for  the  year  1887  were:  W.  C.  T.,  Sheldon  Williams;  W.  S.,  Sanford  L.  Wood;  W.  F.  S., 
E.  C.  Newell;  W.  Treasurer,  Alfred  Mowry. 

HOPE  LODGE,!  NO.   116,  SONS  OF  TEMPERANCE. 

This  lodge  meets  at  Central  Church,  Attleborough  Falls,  and  was  instituted  March  22,  1885. 
Following  are  the  officers  for  1887:  W.  P.,  William  H.  Robinson;  W.  A.  R.  S.,  Valentine  Deu- 
zer;  A.  R.  S.,  Charles  Carpenter;  F.  S.,  C.  N.  Richardson;  T.,  H.  D.  Dean;  Chaplain,  Maggie 
Denzer;  C,  Cora  Miller;  A.  S.,  Mrs.  Jesse  Andrews;  P.  W.  P.,  G.  O.  Jenness;  I.  S.,  Samuel 
Miller;  O.  S.,  E.  C.  Stanley. 


'Or  Ray  of  Hope  Division,  Sons  of  Temperance. 
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OLIVK  IHJAXCII    1>1\I>1<IN.  X(i.    117.  t;OXS  OF   TKMl'KUANXE. 

Tliis  loJge  meets  iu  Gould's  Block  on  Wasliington  Street,  North  Attleborough.  Its  officers  ia 
1887  were  as  follows:  W.  P.,  Harry  A.  Holt;  P.  W.  P.,  Henry  S.  Shea:  W.  A..  Mis>  Dora  P. 
Nightingale;  F.  S.,  Charles  K.  Metcalf ;  Treasurer,  Burgess  Howland. 

For  some  years  there  was  a  lodge  of  the  Temple  of  Honor  in  town,  but  it  ha-  recently  been 
disbanded. 1 

P<»KANOKKT  TRIlfK.  XO.  3S,  ORDKR  OF  KICD  MKN. 

This  lodge  was  instituted  in  East  Attleborough.  March  15,  1887,  and  the  following  officers 
were  installed  l»y  Grand  Sachem  W.  J.  Dinsniore  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Massachusetts, 
seventy-live  "  palefaces"  having  been  previously  made  into  *'  red  men":  Past  Sachem,  George 
Ramhiil;  Sachem.  Edward  A.  Sweeney;  Senior  Sagamore.  George  H.  Smith;  Junior  Saga- 
more. Alfred  H.  Chatterton;  Prophet,  George  Kandall;  Keeper  of  Records,  Edgar  L.  Black- 
inton:  Assistant  Keeper  of  Records.  Louis  H.  Cooper;  Keeper  of  Wampum.  Benjamin  A. 
Sibley:  First  Sannap.  Arthur  F.  Lincoln;  Second  Sannap,  O.  W.  Hawkins;  Warriors.  G.  H. 
Uhlig.  H.  N.  Alger,  L.  B.  Kingman.  J.  B.  Shaw;  Braves.  C.  E.  Richards.  B.  F.  Blackinton, 
A.  R.  Bishop,  A.  A.  McHae;  Keeper  of  Wigwam,  J.  T.  Inman;  Keeper  of  Forest.  J.  B. 
Hodge. 

A'nLKBOKOUCIl    BOAKI)  OF   HKAI.TII. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  held  3Iarch  li).  1883,  a  Board  of  Health  was  for  the  first  time 
established.  Tin;  members  then  elected  were:  Elisha  G.  May.  George  N.  Crandall.  Joseph  G. 
Barden.  (ieorge  Mackie.  m.d..  James  R.  Foster.  M.D.  Thisentire  board  was  reclec-te.l  for  three 
years  consecutively.  At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  town  Everett  S.  Horton  was  elected  a 
member  in  place  of  Mr.  Crandall.  Dr.  Mackie  has  held  tin;  position  — by  election  — of  chair- 
man of  the  board  since  it  came  into  existence,  and  Dr.  Foster  that  of  secretary  in  the  same 
way. 

The  duties  of  such  an  organization  are  too  well  understood  to  need  explanation.  The  board 
here  has  made  yearly  detailed  reports  of  its  work,  and  these  have  been  printed  in  the  annual 
town  reports,  thus  bringing  information  regarding  its  labors  before  the  inhaldtants.  Wliile  in 
a  town  like  this  there  may  not  be  such  serious  need  of  this  work  as  in  our  large  and  over- 
crowded cities,  still  even  now  the  need  is  decidedly  appreciable,  and  its  good  results  apparent. 
With  an  increase  of  population  and  a  more  general  introduction  of  so-calleil  city  improvevients 
there  will  be  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  necessity  for  an  ellicient  health  de|)artment,  and 
its  real  value  will  doubtle>s  ijc  more  properly  estimated.  The  town  is  wise  in  looking  forward 
to  the  probable  future,  and  in  "  taking  time  by  the  forelock"  in  this  matter. 

During  the  tirst  year  of  the  existence  of  the  board  only  five  notices  to  put  premises  into 
proper  condition  hail  been  necessary,  and  in  one  instance  only  was  a  second  notice  reciuired, 
suggestions  to  property  owners  having  almost  always  proved  sufficient.  During  the  year  1882 
or  18.S3  not  a  single  death  occurred  in  the  town  from  scarlet  fever,  measles,  or  smallpox;  only 
one  from  whooping-cough  an<i  diplitlnria.  and  only  eight  from  typhoid  ('(;vcr.  During  the  year 
188(j  the  board  stati-  that  not  a  >ingle  legal  notice  with  reganl  to  the  condition  of  premises  had 
been  served  — an  excidlenl  showing.  (Jf  tlie  hundred  and  sixty-eight  deaths  n^ported  for 
that  vcar,  inne  only  wen;  from  i-ontagious  diseases,  four  being  from  dii)hlheria.  three  from 
scarlatina,  an<l  two  from  typhoid  fever.  Consiimiition  iiad  cauMcl  the  greatest  number  of 
ileatlis.  but  on  the  whole  the  town  was  in  a  heallliy  inndition  and  had  been  remarkably  free 
from  serious  epidemics. 

The  members  of  the  boanl  for  1887  were:  Dr.  .lame>  |{.  FoMer.  Dr.  George  Mackie,  Everett 
>.  Horton.  Tlioina"  1'.  McDonough,  and  Daidel  H.  Itobinson. 

NOKTII    A'ni.KHOKOUtill    IIOAKI)  Ol     TKAKI.. 

Thi-  board  was  orgaidzed  Deeeml)er  27,  1H8().  Its  meml>er»hii>  increased  fnim  fifty,  the 
ori-'inal  numl>er.  nnlil  there  were  upwards  of  sixty  memliers.  amoni.'  them  many  of  the  men 


>  Some  If  not  all  of  iIicho  Infttmcntloned  teinpcrnncc  orKnnl/.alloiiH  appear  clllur  to  liavc  disbanded 
or  to  linvc  been  merged  Into  other  orders,  for  none  of  these  nnincs  seem  to  l)e  extant  at  the  present 
time,  18)0. 
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of  wealth  and  business  influence  in  that  village,  the  Falls,  ami  Plainville.  The  meeting  place 
was  a  room  in  Barrows'  Block.  The  otHcers  elected  for  1887  were  as  follows:  President. 
Edward  R.  Price;  Vice-Presidents.  Henry  F.  Barrows,  Samuel  E.  Fisher,  and  Edward  E. 
Barrows;  Secretary,  F.  B.  Byram;  Treasurer,  Henry  F.  Barrows,  Jr.  Although  its  condition 
was  flourishing  it  was  decided  to  abolish  this  organization,  chiefly  because  there  are  so  many 
others  to  maintain,  and  that  was  accordingly  done  in  February,  1887. 

ATTLEBOROUGH  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 
In  November,  1881.  this  board  was  organized  with  about  twenty-five  members.  The  present 
number  is  twenty-nine.  The  first  president  was  Joseph  M.  Bates.  The  second  president,  and 
the  one  holding  that  office  in  1887,  was  Daniel  Smith;  the  vice-president,  James  H.  Sturdy;  and 
the  secretary  and  treasurer,  Orville  Richardson,  Jr.  The  board  has  a  room  in  Horton's 
Block.     [This  organization  has  passed  out  of  existence.] 

COMPAJS'Y   C.   ASSOCIATION. 

The  real  beginning  of  this  association  was  a  torchlight  company  which  was  formed  in  the 
East  village  during  the  Garfield  and  Arthur  campaign  in  the  autumn  of  1880,  and  it  gave  itself 
the  name  of  Company  C.  In  the  next  presidential  campaign,  that  of  Blaine  and  Logan, "  many 
of  the  old  boys,  with  some  new  ones,  formed  a  company,  and  adopted  the  old  name."  On 
election  night,  November  4, 1884,  they  secured  Room  Xo.  19  in  Horton  Block  and  made  arrange- 
ments for  receiving  election  returns  there.  During  that  evening  it  was  decided  to  form  a 
permanent  organization,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  constitution  and  by-laws. 
On  November  11  this  committee  presented  its  report,  which  was  accepted  by  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution  and  by-laws  prepared,  and  the  name  of  Company  C.  Association  was  formally 
assumed.  The  following  oflicers  were  elected  at  that  time:  President,  E.  S.  Norton:  First 
Vice-President,  George  A.  Adams;  Second  Vice-President,  E.W.  Rhodes;  Secretary,  Fred.  L. 
Morse;  Treasurer,  John  McDonald;  Executive  Committee,  C.  H.  Chappell,  W.  H.  Blaney, 
W.  L.  King,  E.  S.  Horton,  and  B.  J.  Angell;  Auditing  Committee,  Fred.  L.  LeBaron,  George 
A.  Adams,  and  E.  W.  Rhodes.    The  number  of  members  at  the  organization  was  forty-two. 

The  object  of  the  association  is  set  forth  in  the  preamble  to  the  constitution :  "  The  object 
of  the  Association  shall  be  the  maintenance  and  promulgation  of  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  literary  entertainment  and  social  enjoyment." 

The  officers  for  1887-88  were:  President,  E.  S.  Horton;  First  Vice-President,  "W.  B.  Allen; 
Second  Vice-President.  W.  L.  King;  Secretary,  C.  J.  3IcClatchey;  Assistant  Secretary,  J.  A. 
Thayer;  Treasurer,  W.  J.  Newman;  Executive  Committee,  George  Randall,  A.  T.  Wales, 
W.  L.  King,  W.  B.  Allen,  and  F.  L.  LeBaron ;  Auditing  Committee,  C.  E.  Richards,  J.  A.  Thayer, 
and  F.  L.  LeBaron.  At  this  time  the  membership  was  eighty-seven.  [The  Association 
remained  in  the  room  first  occupied  until  Novtmljer,  1888,  when  it  removed  to  Room  No.  11  on 
the  same  floor  of  Horton  Block.  On  July  2,  1888,  it  removed  to  the  suite  of  rooms  now  occu- 
pied on  the  third  floor  of  the  same  building.  This  consists  of  reception,  reading,  and  billiard 
room,  parlor  and  anteroom.  "The  number  on  its  rolls  at  present  —  Feb.  1891  —  is  242. 
The  success  of  the  Asso'  is  chiefly  due  to  the  personal  interest  taken  by  its  members,  the  low 
cost  which  it  has  been,  $3.00  per  year  for  dues  since  its  organization,  and  its  exceptionally  fine 
list  of  periodicals,  costing  about  a  hundred  dollars  a  year  for  subscriptions.  Much  of  the 
success  of  the  Asso'  is  due  Ex  Pres't  E.  8.  Horton.  whose  zeal  in  behalf  of  the  organization 
has  been  unflagging  since  its  inception,  and  who  still  retains  a  lively  interest  in  it.  He  was  its 
Pres't  from  its  organization  until  Nov.  S^d  1893,  when  he  declined  to  serve  longer.  He  had 
several  times  before  tried  to  retire,  but  the  members  would  not  hear  to  it.''  His  successor  is 
George  A.  Adams,  Esq.] 

BANKS. 

The  town  has  two  national  and  one  savings  bank,  and  all  are  in  a  satisfactorily  successful 
condition. 
The  Attlebokough  Bank  was  started  in  1836,  and  chartered  by  the  State.    Following  is 

t;he  act :  — 

An  Act  to  establish  the  Attleborough  Bank. 

Jacob  Bolkcom,  Johnathan  Bliss,  and  Richard  Robinson  their  associates  and  successors,  are 
hereby  created  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 
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Attleboro  Bank  to  be  estiiMislioil  in  Attlehoroiiirli.  ami  shall  so  (•oiitiiiue  iiiiiii  the  lii>t  day  of 
OctobiT  in  tht>  year  One  Tluni>aiKl  Eiirbt  Ilundnd  ami  Fifty  Dm;.  And  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  privilPLTes  and  iiowers  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities,  and  reciuiieuients  eontained 
in  the  Thirty  Sixth  ehapter  of  the  Kevised  Statutes  passed  the  fourth  day  of  November  in  the 
year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Thirty  five. 
Capital  Stock  shall  consist  of  One  Iluudred  Thousand  Dollars. 

The  first  board  of  directors,  elected  in  1836,  were :  N.  W.  Sanford,  Jon"  Bliss.  Jacob  Bolkcom, 
Samuel  Carpenter.  AVillard  JMackin-ton,  Capron  Peek,  Herbert  M.  Draper.  William  Otis,  Rich- 
ard llobinson.  Samuel  B.  Schcnck,  Laban  M.  Whcatou.i 

In  ItCiS  the  bank  was  removed  from  East  to  North  Attleborough  by  Act  of  Legislature. 
The  argument  urged  in  favor  of  its  removal  was  that  the  latter  village  represented  a  much 
larger  amount  of  capital  than  the  former,  and  was  therefore  entitled  to  the  bank,  its  require- 
ments in  that  direction  being  greater  than  those  of  the  east  part  of  the  town.  In  1S(35  the 
organization  was  changed  to  a  national  l)ank  with  a  capital  of  ^100,000.  The  charter  received 
at  that  time  ran  for  twenty  years.  At  its  expiration  in  188.5  there  was  a  reorganization  and 
it  became  the  Nourii  ATrLKiK)R<)U(;ii  National  Bank,  and  its  capital  was  increased  to 
$1.JO,000.    President  iu  1887.  Henry  F.  Barrows;  Cashier,  Edward  R.  Price. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  presidents  from  the  beginning  :  N.  W.  Sanford,  elected  May  9, 1836; 
Samuel  Carpenter.  October  2,1837:  L.  M.  Wheaton,  October  4, 1852;  E.  Ira  Richards,  February 
11. 18.06:  Daniel  Evans,  January  27,  1875:  Henry  F.  Barrows,  1885.  This  bank  has  a  building. 
By  Act  of  Legislature,  the  ATTLKuououGit  Savixcs  Bank  was  incorporated  February  2, 
18(i0.  The  petitioners  for  the  charter  of  this  organization  were  E.  I.  liichards,  J.  D.  Richards, 
H.  M.  Richards,  and  George  :Morst!.  About  a  year  after  this  petition  was  ratified,  the  corpora- 
tors organized  and  twenty-five  gentlemen  were  elected  by  the  petitioners  as  members  of  the 
organization.  They  chose  Ezekicl  Bates  president  and  W.  II.  Robinson  vice-i>resident.  These 
corporate  members  became  depositors  for  small  sums  ranging  from  five  to  twelve  dollars,  simply 
to  create  a  basis  upon  which  to  connnence  operations,  and  "•during  the  first  15  months  of  the 
bank's  existence,  nearly  25  names  appeared  upon  its  books  as  regidar  depositors."'  The  advan- 
tage of  liaving  in  town  a  place  of  security  for  both  the  savings  and  the  surplus  soon  came  to  be 
generally  recognized,  and  since  the  first  year  of  the  existence  of  this  bank  there  has  been  a 
rapid  increase  both  in  the  number  of  depositors  and  the  amount  of  deposits.  The  members  of 
the  corporation  are  men  of  good  Judgment  and  business  sagacity,  and  under  their  prudent, 
"careful  management,  this  savings-bank  has  often  been  pronounced  one  of  the  soundest  in  the 
.State."  The  number  of  depositors  is  2,300  and  the  present  amount  of  deposits  in  round  num- 
bers $800,000.  In  18'^7  the  ollicers  were:  President,  Abiel  Codding:  Vice-President,  George 
A.  Dean;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  PMward  R.  Price.  Conducts  its  business  in  National  Bank 
Building. 

The  FilisT  Natihnai.  Bank  oi  A  i  ri,i:inii;<>rc,ii  wa>  chartered  in  ls75  wilii  a  cai)ital  of 
$1(X).(K)0.  Mr.  Willanl  Biackinton,  who  had  been  one  among  the  originators  of  the  old  Attle- 
borough  Bank,  was  one  of  the  gentlemen  most  actively  interested  in  obtaining  the  charter  for 
this  new  bank.  He  was  elected  its  first  president,  and  two  years  after  its  establishment  he 
died  sufldenly  at  the  bank  in  Sturdy's  Building  while  engaged  in  the  iierformancc  of  one  of  the 
<lutlcH  of  his  ollice— presiding  at  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directorH.  Mr.  J.  M.  Bates  was 
hosen  his  successor  and  has  retained  the  office  ever  since.  During  the  i)ast  year,  issil,  this 
hank  has  lost  four  of  Its  directors  by  death;  namely,  Charles  E.  Hayward  and  (Jidtion  M.  Hor- 
ton,  of  East  Attleborough,  Frank  S.  Draper,  of  North  Altleborough,  and  (Jeorge  C.  Elliott,  of 
Norton.  Ofiicers  for  1X87:  Presld(!nt,  J.  M.  Hates;  Cashier.  Homer  .M.  Daggett;  Directors, 
J.  M.  Bates,  J.  U.  Sturdy.  S.  W.  <'ariHnter.  B.  S.  Freeman,  W.  M.  Fisher,  G.  A.  Dean,  C.  L. 
Watiion,.r.  J.  Horton.J.  L.  Sweet. 

ATn.r.HKIKHcill    HAVINd.S    AND   I.UAN    A.s.soCI  A  1  li  )N. 

This  nsHociatlon  was  organized  about  18M  as  the  Atti.khhhiukjii  Loan  Fund  Assdcia- 
TION' and  contiiMied  under  that  name  about  fourteen  years.     In  18(;it  it  was  reorganized  as  the 
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Attleborouch  Loan  and  Fund  Association,  contiiuiiug  about  seveu  years,  and  on 
Januaiy  1, 1876,  it  was  reorganized  for  tlje  second  time  under  the  present  name. 

Shares  are  issued  as  desired  at  two  dollars  per  month  and  put  at  interest.  Upon  the  same 
principle  as  that  of  savings  banks,  the  accumulations  are  added  to  the  principal  and  drawn  at 
the  option  of  the  shareholders.  January  31,  1S87,  the  loans  on  real  estate  and  stock  shares 
an:ounted  to  over  !$174,000  —  this  is  a  sum  continually  on  the  increase— and  the  entire  assets 
of  the  association  were  $190,(579.86.  There  were  then  twelve  series  of  shares,  numbering  in 
all  twelve  hundred  and  eighteen,  with  a  cash  value  of  §2,442.98.  The  rate  per  cent,  earned  dur- 
ing 18S7  was  five  and  three-fourths.    The  amount  of  the  guarantee  fund  was  $3,946.40. 

The  first  president  of  the  association  was  Lorenzo  Makepeace,  who  held  the  office  about  a 
year;  following  him  was  Willard  Blackinton,  who  continued  about  the  same  length  of  time: 
then  Joseph  W.  Capron  was  elected  and  he  still  continues  in  the  office,  having  retained  it  for 
fully  thirty-two  years,  through  all  the  changes  and  under  all  the  titles.  In  the  twelfth  annual 
report  of  the  present-named  association  the  following  list  of  officers  is  given:  President, 
Joseph  ^\.  Capron;  Vice-President,  James  H.  Sturdy;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  John  T. 
Bates;  Directors,  J.  M.  Bates.  S.  N.  Carpenter,  A.  B.  Carpenter,  E.  S.  Hortou,  G.  F.  Bicknell, 
William  PI.  Smith,  M.  B.  Short,  George  A.  Dean,  F.  I.  Babcock;  Trustees,  J.  M.  Bates,  A.  B. 
Carpenter;  Loan  Committee,  J.  M.  Bates,  S.  X.  Carpenter,  Mace  B.  Short:  Financial  Com- 
mittee, S.  X.  Carpenter,  F.  I.  Babcock.  Mace  B.  Short. 

ATTLEBOROUGH  AGRICULTUR.\X  ASSOCIATION. 

This  was  first  knowai  as  The  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Association.  During  the  winter 
of  1868-69  a  course  of  agricultural  lectures  was  given  in  the  vestry  of  the  Baptist  Church  by 
Dodge  Howard.  At  the  close  of  these  lectures  the  proposition  was  made  to  form  a  farmers' 
club  in  town.  The  gentlemen  present  at  the  time  this  proposition  was  made  fully  apin-oved  of 
the  idea  suggested,  and  a  meeting  was  appointed  for  March  29,  to  be  held  at  the  Falls  school- 
house.  This  meeting  was  held  and  various  officers  and  committees  elected  pro  tern.  The 
purpose  of  the  association  was  declared  to  be  *'  the  advancement  of  agriculture  as  an  art,  and 
as  a  science,"  and  a  constitution  and  by-laws  were  drafted  and  later  accepted  and  adopted.  At 
the  next  meeting  held  the  following  permanent  officers  were  elected  :  President,  George  Price; 
Vice-Presidents,  W.  H.  Tiffany,  8.  S.  Guild,  S.  M.  Stanley;  Secretary.  Eliot  Hunt;  Treasurer, 
Elisha  G.  May. 

lu  August  of  the  same  year  '•  a  field  meeting  was  held  on  the  farm  of  S.  M.  Stanley.  This 
was  something  quite  novel,  and  a  decided  advance  in  the  history  of  farmers'  clubs."  At  the 
annual  meeting  held  in  July,  1869,  it  was  voted  to  have  reports  of  the  various  meetings  of  the 
association  sent  to  the  Massachusetts Plotighman,  Boston  Cultivator,  New  England  Farmer, 
and  Pav'tucket  Chronicle.  There  were  field  meetings  held  subsequently  at  Heury  Richard- 
son's and  Charles  E.  Hay  ward's  at  which  addresses  were  made  by  Mr.  Leander  "Wetherell  of 
the  Cultivator,  and  various  members  of  the  club.  The  first  "  fair,  and  market  day"  of  the 
association  was  held  on  Octoljer  14,  1869,  and  it  was  celebrated  at  the  old  town  house. 

It  was  in  March,  1870,  that  the  first  steps  were  taken  towards  procuring  grounds  and  build- 
ings. The  tract  purchased  is  near  Eobinsouville.  at  the  junction  of  the  two  roads  leading  from 
East  to  Xorth  Attleborough.  A  building  one  hundred  feet  long  and  sixty  feet  wide  with  a 
mansard  roof  was  erected,  and  proves  to  be  very  well  suited  for  its  chief  purposes.  Besides 
this  there  are  various  other  buildings  such  as  the  requirements  of  such  an  association  demand, 
and  the  racing  track,  a  half-mile  in  length,  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  New  England.  The 
amount  of  money  expended  upon  these  buildings  and  grounds  was  about  $2.5,000.  They  were 
appropriately  dedicated  September  20,  1871,  the  oration  being  delivered  by  Hon.  George  B. 
Loring.  of  Salem,  and  the  following  month  the  annual  exhibition  was  held  there  for  the  first 
time.  This  society  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  agriculturists  of  the  vicinity,  and  the  town 
has  reason  to  feel  a  goodly  degree  of  pride  in  the  yearly  fairs,  which  are  a  real  credit  to  our 
farmers,  and  the  times  of  their  occurrence  are  great  gala  days  to  hundreds,  perhaps  we  should 
say  thousands,  of  people  for  miles  around. 

The  association  had  but  three  presidents  previous  to  the  reorganization.  George  Price  held 
the  office  from  1869  to  187",  Charles  E.  Hayward  from  1877  to  18S6,  and  Elton  I.  Franklin  was 
elected  in  1886  and  served  till  May,  1887.     The  other  officers  last  chosen  were :  Vice-Presidents, 
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Tbonias  A.  Bardeii.  Klislia  (i.  May,  William  M.  Fislier;  Sei-ntary,  L.  F.  3IeiKk-ll:  Treasurer, 
Joliu  Tliaehcr.  The  inembersliip  rcai-lied  a  lar^'C  nuinbur.  and  included  many  prominent  citi- 
zens of  tliis  town,  and  some  from  other  towns  in  the  vicinity. 

Almost  from  the  bctrinnin,'  the  association  had  licen  liampercd  by  the  large  debt  it  had 
incurred  in  building,  and  putting  its  grounds  in  proper  order,  and  it  was  finally  deemed  best  to 
form  it  into  a  stock  company.  A  petition  asking  for  the  desired  authority  was  sent  to  the 
Legislature  which  in  due  time  was  favoiably  received,  and  it  was  voted  '*  to  incorporate  the 
Attleborough  Agricultural  Association,  with  a  capital  stock  of  .^30,000,  and  the  right  to  hold 
property  to  the  amount  of  §30.000."  Agreeably  '"to  a  call  of  a  majority  of  the  incorporators," 
a  meeting  of  the  new  association  was  held  in  Agricultural  Ilall  May  'JS,  1SS7.  E.  I.  Franklin 
was  chosen  its  chairman,  and  L.  F.  Mendell  secretary.  Messrs.  J.  J.  Morton,  E.  I.  Franklin, 
W.  II.  Wade,  and  L.  F.  Mendell  were  chosen  a  committee  to  present  an  appropriate  constitu- 
tion. They  made  a  report  which  was  accepted,  and  after  some  slight  changes  adopted.  Then 
the  following  board  of  directors  was  elected:  T.  A.  Barden,  E.  (i.  3Iay.  W.  M.  Fisher,  E.  I. 
Franklin.  W.  II.  Wade.  O.  M.  Draper,  J.  G.  Barden,  Isaac  Alger,  J.  D.  Lincoln,  D.  II.  Smith, 
James  Orr,  E.  S.  Williams,  K.  D.  Manchester,  R.  F.  Sintmons,  J.  J.  Ilorton,  J.  L.  Sweet, 
J.  M.  Bates.  T.  I.  Smith,  F.  M.  Whiting,  C.  T.  Guild,  F.  I.  Allen  (of  Xew  York),  John 
Austin  (of  Providence),  and  A.  H.  Sweet  (of  Xorton).  John  Thacher  was  chosen  treasurer, 
and  L.  F.  Mendell  secretary.  These  two  last-named  gentleman  "are  ex-olticio  directors,''  and 
with  the  others  form  a  board  numl)ering  twenty-five  members.  This  meeting  was  adjourned 
without  electing  the  other  olticers.  These  were  subsequently  elected,  R.  F.  Simmons  lieiugthe 
president. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  November  5.  ISST,  when  a  reclcMtion  of  officers  for  the  coming 
year  took  place.  The  above-named  board  of  directors  with  the  exception  of  three  was  chosen: 
In  place  of  O.  M.  Draper,  J.  L.  Sweet,  and  T.  I.  Smith,  E.  I.  Riley,  C.  L.  Watson,  and  E.  L. 
Hixon  were  elected.  The  present  number  of  stockholders  is  one  hundred  and  five  and  the 
financial  condition  of  the  association  under  the  new  organization  is  most  encouraging.  The 
officers  elected  are  as  follows:  rresident,  R.  F.  Simmons:  Vice-rresidents.  William  M.  Fisher, 
E.  G.  May;  Secretary,  L.  F.  Mendell;  Treasurer,  John  Thacher;  Track  C'ommillee,  Elton  I. 
Franklin;  Directors:  from  North  Attleborough,  T.  A.  Barden,  Joseph  G.  Barden,  Frank  M. 
Whiting,  Earle  S.  Williams,  E.  I.  Franklin.  Charles  T.  Guild.  Elmer  I.  Riley;  from  Attlebor- 
ough. John  Thailur.  Daniel  II.  Smith,  James  J.  Ilorton,  Clarence  L.  AVatson,  J.  M.  Bates, 
William  M.  Fisher,  Isaac  Alger,  R.  D.  ^lanchester;  from  South  Attleborough,  James  Orr, 
Elislia  G.  May;  from  Atthfliorough  Falls.  R.  F.  Simmons,  E.  L.  Hixon;  from  Plainville. 
James  D.  Lincoln.  William  I!.  Wade.  L.  F.  .Minidcll;  from  Providence,  John  Austin;  from 
Norton.  A.  H.  Sw<el ;  fri>ni  New  Vurk.  F.  1.  Allen. 


NOItril    A  ni.IHilUUl  Gil    (JA.SI.Kill  1    ( OMTANY. 

Tlii>  is  an  in<  <)r|iorat<!d  company,  ami  was  organized  in  April,  is.").").  Its  capil:il  slock  was 
!i'42.;')(M).  The  works  were  erected  at  the  Falls,  ami  were  established  largely  through  the 
instrumentality  of  H.  M.  Rii-hards.  who  rdjout  th:it  lime  purchased  the  i)ropcrIy  in  that  vilhige 
where  lie  soon  after  built  the  stone  mill.  The  manufMCliin!  of  gas  commenctMl  in  the  Novem- 
ber following  the  formation  of  the  eompiuiy.  In  ISTI  some  S!2."),00(t  was  spent  in  enlarging  the 
works,  and  a  m^w  gasometer  Inis  been  built.  In  ISTO  the  estimated  value  of  the  (company's 
property  was  about  $>«).<M)0.  The  ciip:icity  of  the  works  is  one  hundred  thousand  cubic  feet 
])er  day.  About  ten  miles  of  pipe  have  been  laid,  extending  north  to  the  (J.  \.  IJ.  Hall  in 
Plainville.  and  south  to  Mr.  Freeman's  residence  below  Itobiiisonville,  in  which  village  the 
company  liv'htn  the  shops  as  wi!ll  as  those  at  the  Falls  ju'oper  and  in  North  Attlcborougb. 
There  are  now  about  three  hundred  and  sc;venteen  coiisunurs. 

The  tirsl  superintendent  was  Henry  Rice,  who  helil  the  position  for  twenty  years,  from  July 
1,  1M.').'».  to  yVugust  1.  lisTri.  His  successor  was  Charles  S.  Colbeth,  who  eontinued  about  seven 
years.     He  was  succeedcfl  by  Mr.  Hamlin,  who  remained  a  ycitr,  and  then  E.  (J.  Pratt  was 

elected  to  the  olllce.     He  resigned  In  lKs7.    The  president  of  tl oinpany  was  then  Al)iel  Co<l. 

<ling,  and  llie  treasurer  Charles  H.  Randall.    The  l.oaid  of  directors  numbered  seven. 
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ATTLEBOROUGH  GASLIGHT  COMP.Ov'Y. 

This  company  was  formed  in  1857,  and  Dr.  Edward  Sanford  was  elected  its  first  president, 
G.  A.  Whipple  its  tirst  treasurer,  and  Jonathan  Peck  the  first  superintendent.  The  works 
were  built  on  what  is  now  Dunham  Street,  near  Pine  Street,  then  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  village,  but  now  quite  near  its  centre,  and  they  were  enlarged  in  1873.  The  present 
length  of  street  pipe  is  18.400  feet,  the  number  of  consumers  172,  and  the  amount  of  consump- 
tion about  5,448,500  cubic  feet  yearly.  Gas  is  carried  through  all  the  principal  streets  of  the 
village,  north  to  Blackinton's  and  south  as  far  as  the  new  residence  of  Mr.  John  Cummings, 
on  South  Main  Street.  At  first  the  gas  here  was  made  of  rosin,  but  the  war  caused  such  a  rise 
in  the  price  of  that  material  that  it  became  necessary  to  make  the  change  to  coal  gas,  and  since 
1867  that  has  been  the  kind  produced.  Tn  the  month  of  January  of  that  year  twenty  thousand 
feet  of  gas  were  made ;  at  the  present  time  the  daily  production  exceeds  that  amount. 

In  1882  new  buildings  were  erected,  and  these  contain  all  the  facilities  for  the  proper  produc- 
tion of  good  gas.  The  holding  capacity  of  the  establishment  had  become  quite  inadequate,  as 
a  large  amount  of  gas  is  consumed  in  the  village,  especially  in  the  shops  and  opera  house,  and 
additions  in  this  direction  have  recently  been  made  which  provide  all  the  space  required  for 
that  purpose.  This  is  a  very  well-managed  company,  those  "  most  actively  connected  with  it 
being  some  of  our  public-spirited  business  men."  In  proof  of  this  may  be  cited  the  fact  that 
the  former  price  of  $6.50  per  thousand  feet  has  been  reduced  to  .$2.25,  with  a  better  quality  of 
gas.  A  large  share  of  the  late  success  of  the  company  is  due  to  the  efficiency  of  the  superin- 
tendent, Mr.  Capron.  The  officers  for  1887  were:  President,  J.  W.  Capron;  Vice-President, 
G.  N.  Crandall;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  A.  W.  Sturdy;  Directors,  J.  W.  Capron,  G.  N. 
Craudall.  S.  W.  Carpenter,  A.  W.  Sturdy,  William  M.  Fisher,  E.  S.  Horton,  G.  A.  Dean; 
Trustees,  J.  W.  Capron.  G.  N.  Craudall;  Auditors,  G.  A.  Dean,  S.  W.  Carpenter,  E.  S.  Hor- 
ton: Superintendent,  E.  S.  Capron. 

ATTLEBOROUGH  FIRE  DISTRICT. 

Upon  the  town  book,  under  date  October  12,  1859,  may  be  found  the  following  record: 
••  Voted  §1.000  reward  for  detection  and  conviction  of  person  who  set  fire  to  Steam  Power 
Co.'s  building."  This  reward  was  never  claimed,  and  that  matter  is  still  covered  with  mys- 
tery, but  one  of  the  results  of  the  tire  proved  to  be  beneficial.  So  helpless  did  the  people  find 
themselves  in  the  face  of  this  fire,  which  for  hours  threatened  the  complete  destruction  of  the 
entire  central  portion  of  the  village,  that  the  serious  attention  of  the  citizens  was  turned 
toward  the  question  of  fires,  and  the  urgent  need  of  pi'oviding  more  adequate  means  of 
extinguishing  them  than  hastily  collected  wooden  buckets  or  a  few  wet  blankets  provided  by 
private  individuals  proved  to  be  was  fully  realized  and  acknowledged. 

Somewhat  upon  the  principle  of  locking  the  door  securely  after  the  thief  has  escaped  with 
the  stolen  property,  the  damage  having  been  done  and  the  fire  being  thoroughly  out,  means  of 
prevention  were  taken.  November  19,  1859,  the  town  constituted  the  school  districts  number 
fifteen,  eighteen,  and  twenty-one  a  fire  district,  and  a  fire  department  was  established  therein. 
Joseph  W.  Capron  was  chosen  clerk,  and  a  board  of  engineers  consisting  of  one  chief  and  nine 
assistants  was  appointed.  These  were:  AVheaton  Briggs,  chief,  and  Ezekiel  Bates,  Jesse  R. 
Carpenter,  Henry  Weaver.  Willard  Blackinton,  Augustus  A.  Starkey,  David  E.  Holmau, 
Handel  N.  Daggett,  George  X.  Crandall,  George  J.  Sturdy,  assistant  engineers.  A  hand  engine 
was  purchased,  and  lodged  in  a  small  building  at  the  foot  of  Bank  Street,  which  was  the  engine- 
house  for  many  years,  and  was  the  place  where  the  fire  company's  meetings  were  held.  It 
took  twenty-four  men  to  manage  that  engine,  and  it  is  carefully  preserved  as  a  souvenir  of  "  the 
good  old  times."  For  many  years  the  fire  companies  were  entirely  voluntary;  later  the  men 
were  paid  while  on  active  duty  at  the  rate  of  payment  per  hour  in  their  respective  shops,  and 
in  1880  the  rule  was  made  that  they  should  be  paid  thirty  cents  an  hour  whenever  they  were 
training,  as  well  as  when  they  were  engaged  in  actual  service.  About  1885  the  fire  and  water 
districts  were  united  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature.  Since  the  establishment  of  the  waterworks 
only  hose-carts  have  been  necessary,  as  thus  far  the  pressure  they  supply  has  proved  to  be  suf- 
ficient for  the  needs  of  the  fire  department.  There  are  two  hose  companies :  D.  H.  Smith, 
No.  1,  on  South  Main  Street,  and  Union,  No.  2,  on  Dunham  Street,  corner  of  Union  Street; 
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:iutl  one  hook  aiul  Imlder  coiiiiKiny  —  K.  S.  Hortoii,  No.  1.  at  tlio  same  jilaeo— wliieb  has  two 
Bangor  extension  hiiUlcrs.  These  conipauies  have  eaeh  twelve  nienilters  auil  a  captain,  and  are 
an  etlieient,  and  up  to  the  present  time  have  proved  to  lie  a  snilicient,  foree. 

The  entire  ilepartment  is  nnder  the  control  of  a  chief  engineer  and  four  assistants.  In  ISS" 
these  were:  D.  H.  Smith,  chief;  T.  K.  Gay,  first  assistant:  E.  V.  Carpenter,  second;  J.  "W. 
Cody,  third;  and  K.  R.  Xye.  fourth  — a  competent  and  reliable  l)oard.  About  two  years  ago 
the  *•  Gamewell  System  of  Fire  Alarm  "  was  introduced  into  the  village,  and  ten  alarm  boxes, 
two  indicators,  and  a  steam  gong,  using  three  :uid  oue-half  miles  of  wire,  were  placed.  These 
proved  to  be  satisfactory,  but  they  were  insuthcient.  and  the  district  soon  voted  to  place  Wm' 
more  boxes.  The  tire  district  is  comprised  within  a  radius  of  a  mile  from  the  site  of  the  old 
depot,  which  was  Just  in  front  of  '•  Union  hall.''  The  chief  engineer's  report  for  188(5  stated 
that  the  department  was  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  with  but  few  wants  to  be  supplied,  the 
most  important  among  them  Ijeing  some  more  prompt  method  of  transportation  for  the  hose- 
carts.  Five  fire  alarms  had  been  given  during  that  year,  only  two  of  which  had  caused  any 
amount  of  damage,  the  largest  estimate  being  $500. 

ATTLEBOROUGH   WATEK   IHSTKICT. 

The  gentlemen  most  largely  instrumental  in  e>tabli>hing  this  district  were  G.  A.  Dean,  Dr. 
J.  R.  Bronson,  and  the  late  William  I).  Wilmarth.  An  act  incorporating  said  district  was 
drawn  up  by  the  late  John  Daggett  and  presented  to  the  Legislature  in  ]8T3  and  was  approved 
by  that  body.  The  first  Water  Board  consisted  of  William  D.  Wilmarth,  Edwin  Cummings. 
and  S.  W.  Carpenter,  the  first-named  gentleman  being  its  chairman.  The  treasurer  of  the 
district  was  G.  A.  Dean.  The  necessary  funds  were  raised  by  the  issuing  of  bonds  by  the 
district,  and  the  sum  of  5=20.000  was  thus  raised  the  first  year  and  ^(40,000  additional  the  next 
year.  In  I8TT  the  district  was  authorized  to  make  a  third  issue  to  the  amount  of  86,000,  and 
subse<|uently  still  further  sums  were  needed. 

The  reservoir,  a  brick  tower  antl  a  conspicuous  object  from  its  elevated  [josition  on  County 
Street  hill,  was  constructed  in  1874  and  has  a  capacity  of  about  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  gallons.  The  water  is  supplied  from  a  spring  near  the  river  and  is  also  pumped  from 
the  river  itself  by  contract  with  A.  Bushee  it  Co.  The  district  originally  comprised  a  radius 
of  half  a  mile  from  the  site  of  the  old  railroad  depot;  but  when  it  was  merged  into  the  fire 
district  its  limit  was  increased  to  a  mile  radius  to  correspond  with  that  district. 

The  water  conmiissioners  f(U"  18s7  were  G.  A.  Dean  and  AVilliam  M.  Stone,  and  Dr.  George  H. 
Fittz  was  registrar  and  superintendent.  The  prudential  coiiunittee  of  the  entire  district  now 
called  the  Attlcborough  Fire  District  were  (ieorge  A.  Adams,  Dr.  George  Mackie,  and  Jason 
L.  W.-lls. 

The  registr:u"'s  report  for  the  year  Insi;  stati'd  lliat  tiierc  wert;  tlirn  -JTs  mclrcs  in  use.  and 
the  metrcd  water  used  during  that  year  amounted  to  0,()03.s;!4  gallons,  ol  which  T.ll'.t.OOo  gal- 
lons had  been  used  by  families.  The  district  was  then  furnishing  water  to  581  houses,  878 
familio.  and  besides  the  metres  by  fam-cts  to  the  number  of  ki(J.  Considerable  new  pipe  was 
laid  during  that  year,  ami  eight  new  hydrants  were  set,  making  of  the  latter  a  total  of  106  in 
the  district.  It  is  acknowlcd^'cd  that  year  by  year  the  water  supply  in  this  part  of  the  town  is 
becondng  more  iind  more  inadei|Uale  to  the  ever-increasing  needs  of  the  connminity,  :uiil  in  the 
case  of  a  suflden  demand  from  a  large  fire  there  is  danger  that  it  might  fall.  During  I8S(i  it 
was  suggested  that  a  union  be  maile  with  I'lainville  and  the  Falls  to  obtain  water  from 
Whitinir's  and  Anher's  ponds  in  Wrentham.  A  connuittee chosen  for  the  |)urpose  investigated 
tliat  matter  thoroughly,  employing  a  com|)elent  engineer  to  go  over  the  ground.  After  due 
consideration  the  committee  reporte-d  that  in  their  estimation  the  proposed  plan  was  not 
feasible,  and  the  di-<trict  accepted  their  views.  No  other  ilcfiinte  |>lan  for  increasing  tin 
HU|>ply  here  was  |)roposed,  and  noliiim;  further  has  Immmi  done  in  that  direction.  The  ordinar\ 
yearly  expenses  of  both  branches  of  the  .Vttlcborough  Fire  Department  amount  to  aboiii 
jtr>,(XX»,  the  additional  appropriations  maije  by  tin-  town  being  to  carry  the  larg(;  debt  inciirrfl 
for  construction,  extension,  eti-.' 


•  Since  the  (iliove  date  the  properly  of  the  water  dlstrlcl  jia^  lioeii  purchased  hy  llio  town.    A  much 
larger  tower  hna  been  coiiHtructod  very  near  the  old  one  on  County  Hill;  tlio  roof  of  that  liulldbiKi 
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ATTLEBOROUGH  IMPROVEMENT  DISTRICT. 

A  movemeut  for  lighting-  the  streets  in  the  East  village  bj'  private  subscription  was  started 
by  Joseph  M.  Bates  and  the  late  William  D.  Wilmarth,  and  the  Improvement  District  was  the 
outgrowth  of  this  movement.  The  district  was  organized  in  187.5  by  action  of  the  town  which 
was  taken  on  November  22  of  that  year  under  provision  of  the  Statutes  of  1870.  This  and  the 
water  district  were  together  and  included  the  same  territory  until  the  union  of  the  latter  with 
the  lire  district.  The  Improvement  District  Act  provides  for  the  care  of  liljraries,  sidewalks, 
lighting  of  streets,  employment  of  policemen,  watchmen,  etc. 

The  tirst  prudential  committee  was  composed  of  the  following  gentlemen  :  Albert  M.  Everett, 
J.  L.  Carpenter,  Mace  B.  Short.  The  first  secretary  was  Charles  O.  Sweet,  and  the  first  treas- 
urer Shepard  W.  Carpenter.  The  latter  served  until  May,  1880,  when  he  declined  a  reelection 
and  Mr.  Sweet  became  treasurer  and  continues  to  hold  that  oflice  in  connection  with  that  of 
secretary.    The  prudential  committee  for  1887  were  L.  M.  Stanley,  E.  S.  Horton,  H.  A.  Bodman. 

This  district  had  in  charge  especially  the  lighting  of  the  streets,  and  when  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  1887  the  town  voted  to  assume  that  expense  its  business  was  virtually  at  an  end. 
The  treasurer  had  in  his  hands  at  that  time  a  cash  balance  of  over  ^1,100,  and  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  district  it  was  voted  to  direct  him  to  place  all  funds  in  his  possession  at  interest, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  prudential  committee,  and  they  were  directed  to  dispose  of  the 
property  of  the  district  in  such  manner  as  they  deemed  would  be  for  its  best  interests.  The 
organization  still  exists  and  will  probably  be  continued  for  a  time,  as  a  movemeut  maybe  made 
toward  its  assuming  maintenance  of  the  library.  For  the  present,  however,  it  is  practically 
defunct. 

NORTH  ATTLEBOROUGH  P^IRE  DISTRICT. 

This  district  was  organized  October  14,  1871,  on  petition  of  J.  D.  Richards,  ¥.  G.  Whitney, 
Simeon  Bowen,  Stephen  Richardson,  Charles  E.  Smith,  H.  F.  Barrows.  W.  D.  Whiting,  0.  M. 
Draper,  Henry  Rice,  A.  Codding,  Jr.,  and  E.  Ira  Richards;  and  Thomas  A.  and  Joseph  G. 
Barden  and  John  Stanley  were  also  actively  engaged  in  the  enterprise.  It  comprised  the 
territory  included  in  School  Districts  No.  1  and  No.  4  in  that  village.  The  fire  department 
was  organized  a  month  later,  on  November  18,  when  a  prudential  committee  and  a  board 
of  engineers  were  elected.  The  former  consisted  of  Samuel  S.  Ginnodo,  Stephen  Richardson, 
and  Randolph  Knapp,  and  the  latter  of  John  Stanley,  chief  engineer,  and  Charles  E.  Smith, 
Charles  B.  Carpenter,  David  D.  Codding,  and  Charles  E.  W.  Sherman,  assistants.  Thomas  A. 
Barden  was  the  first  clerk  of  the  district. 

Volunteers  to  form  an  engine  company  were  called  for,  and  the  following  are  the  names 
which  were  presented  and  approved:  Foreman,  Charles  E.  Smitli;  First  Assistant  Foreman, 
Theodore  B.  Hazzard;  Second  Assistant,  Charles  W.  H.  Day;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  H.  H. 
Evertson ;  Engineer,  H.  F.  Briggs;  Fireman,  W.  A.  Bennett;  Hosemen,  T.  AY.  Draper,  E.  B. 
Follett,  C.  S.  Ballou,  Benjamin  H.  Smith,  J.  Norman  Hall,  A.  M.  Sperry.  Willard  E.  Hall, 
Thaddeus  Terry,  Edward  R.  Darling,  George  H.  Spaulding,  Albert  J.  Smith,  "William  H. 
Smith,  H.  E.  Thompson,  George  Becker,  Osmond  H.  Atwood,  W.  P.  Bennett,  Joseph  C. 
Bennett,  A.  O.  Hall,  H.  W.  Ferguson,  Isaac  B.  Smith,  Jacob  A.  Blackinton,  W.  H.  Stanley, 
Charles  B.  Thompson,  Willis  J.  Follett;  thirty  in  all. 

A  similar  call  was  made  for  a  hook  and  ladder  company,  and  the  following  volunteers  were 
appointed  its  members:  Foreman,  William  E.  Clark;  First  Assistant.  H.  W.  Caswell;  Clerk 
and  Treasurer,  John  A.  Wollmer;  Hook  and  Ladder  men,  Gardner  Whiting,  Timothy  Collins, 
Henry  McLear,  Hiram  Packard,  E.  S.  Brastow,  H.  H.  Bennett,  George  Macker,  Charles  Bishop, 
A.  W.  Bowers,  N.  K.  Bliss,  Elmer  Riley,  Charles  A.  Somes,  James  Day,  Jr.,  T.  Mace,  Crosdale 
Rol>inson,  Arthur  W.  Read,  George  K.  Gil)bs;  twenty  in  all. 

These  men  were  at  first  all  volunteers,  and  all  the  apparatus  was  drawn  by  hand.    In  1873 


which  still  stauds,  was  partially  destroyed  by  Are.  Property  was  pui'chased  near  Orr's  mill,  at 
South  Attleborough,  coutaining  a  line  watershed.  Here  a  large  well  was  sunk  and  an  engine-house 
built  which  contains  the  necessary  pumping  macliiuery.  The  grounds  also  contain  the  engineer's 
dwelling.  Tlie  supply  promises  to  be  adequate  for  a  long  time  to  come,  and  the  water  is  of  a  better 
quality  than  that  from  the  former  source. 
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horses  wore  first  put  to  the  emriiie.  and  in  IS-^O  to  the  liose-cart.  Tlie  apparatus  is  now  all 
fitted  with  swinging  harness  after  the  manner  of  the  fire  departments  of  our  large  eities,  and 
four  horses  are  always  "  l<ept  on  hand  to  answer  all  alarms."  During  the  first  five  years  after 
the  organization  of  this  department  there  were  twenty  tires  which  occasioned  a  loss  of 
$111.4o0.  but  this  was  almost  entirely  covered  l)y  insurame. 

John  Stanley,  the  first  chief  engineer,  remained  in  olHee  until  1879,  when  he  declined  to  serve 
any  longer,  and  C.  E.  Smith  was  elected  his  successor,  serving  for  a  year  and  four  months. 
Upon  his  resignation  J.  B.  Peck  was  chosen  chief  engineer,  and  was  serving  at  the  time  of 
division.  Mr.  liarden  continued  to  be  clerk  for  eight  years,  and  iu  April,  1ST9.  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  F.  I.  Barden,  who  is  still  in  the  position. 

Iu  1882  Chief  Peck  recommended  a  reduction  in  the  force  of  the  department  which  was 
approved  and  took  place.  There  is  now  a  chief  engineer,  with  two  assistants  instead  of  four; 
the  Steamer  Company  numbers  twenty  instead  of  thirty  men,  and  the  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company  ten  instead  of  twenty,  making  the  entire  force  thirty-three  men.  Up  to  this  date  the 
men  had  been  unpaid,  but  since  that  time  they  have  had  a  small  salary.  The  chief  engineer 
and  superintendent  of  fire  alarms  have  each  §100  per  year;  the  assistant  engineers  §25  each; 
the  engineer  of  tlie  steamer  §I.JO;  the  fireman  of  the  steamer  §100;  the  hose  and  ladder  men 
each  §25.  In  1885  the  Gamewell  Electric  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  "  was  put  in,  with  seven  street 
boxes  and  three  and  a  half  miles  of  wire  in  circuit."  The  district  covered  by  the  fire,  water, 
and  fire-alarm  departments  is  altout  one  square  mile.  The  steam  engine  used  l»y  the  lire  depart- 
ment was  built  in  IsTl  l)y  William  Jeffers.  of  Pawtucket,  and  remains  as  it  was  originally,  and 
in  excellent  condition,  with  the  exception  that  in  1881  a  new  boiler  was  put  in. 

During  the  year  188G  there  were  fifteen  fires  iu  the  north  part  of  the  town,  and  two  of  them 

were  outside  the  district  limits.    The  expenses  of  tlii<  dfiKutment  for  that  year  aiiiuiinted  to 

§3,085.55. 

XOUTH   ATTLEBOliOUGH   WATKR  COMPANY. 

This  company,  consisting  of  Henry  F.  Barrows,  Handel  N.  Daggett,  Joseph  G.  Barden,  and 
their  associates  and  successors,  was  chartered  May  Vi,  1SS.3.  "  This  charter  gave  the  Fire 
District  the  right  to  purchase  the  Franchise  of  the  Water  Company  at  any  time  after  organiza- 
tion,'' a  right  said  district  exercised  at  once,  for  on  June  21,  is83,  on  petition  of  B.  Porter,  Jr., 
Henry  Rice.  F.  G.  Pate,  and  forty  others,  it  was  voted  to  purchase  this  franchise  for  the  sum 
of  §100.  The  Water  Company  organized  June  l(i,  18S3,  with  H.  F.  Barrows,  president,  II.  N. 
Daggett,  clerk,  and  J.  G.  Barden,  treasurer.  The  charter  of  this  company  was  transferred  to 
the  Fire  District  on  July  IT,  1883. 

In  1884  the  waterworks  were  constru<'ted.  and  pipes  laid,  the  water  lieing  turned  into  the 
mains  for  tiie  first  time  on  the  thirteenth  of  September  of  that  year.  Previous  to  this  time 
water  for  use  in  cases  of  fire  was  obtained  from  "  Fire  Wcdls,"  and  through  pipes  laid  to  the 
river.  It  was  soon  ascertained  that  in  the  greater  part  of  the  district  the  pressure  would  be 
quite  sufficient  without  the  use  of  tiie  "  steamer,''  so  a  hose-carl  was  purchased  for  the  tire 
company;  but  the  steamer  i.s  still  retained  to  be  sent  out  in  case  of  a  second  alarm.  The  water 
is  taken  from  a  well  which  is  sunk  in  some  gravel  beds  found  at  the  north  end  of  the  village. 
It  is  thirty  feet  deep  and  thirty  feet  in  diameter,  and  is  lined  with  brick  laid  in  cement  to 
within  two  feet  of  the  bottom.  Thus  all  the  water  which  enters  it  must  come  in  at  the  bottom 
and  through  gravel.  The  reservoir,  "or  standpipe."  is  constructed  of  boiler  iron,  is  sixty 
feet  high,  forty  feet  in  diameter,  and  holds  .">(J.'i,000  gallons  of  water.  The  base  of  this  reser- 
voir stands  a  hundred  ami  forty  feel  higher  than  the  greater  portion  of  the  district,  so  that 
there  is  a  '•2<K)  foot  head  at  more  than  two  tiiirds  of  the  hydrants."  Its  jiosition  is  on  a  iiill 
which  i»  about  lialf  a  mile  from  both  the  well  and  pumidng  stalinn,  and  the  connection  is  by  a 
main  sixteen  inche-  in  diameter.  There  arc  sonic  ten  and  a  half  inili-.-  of  piiie  in  the  district, 
varying  from  six  to  sixtet^n  inches  in  diunieicr.  and  there  arc  ninety-li\  e  liy(lriint>.  with  two 
leading  liose  and  one  steamer  outlet. 

The  first  water  commi>«ioner.»  were  V,  G.  Pat(!.  F.  S.  Draper,  and  K.  (i.  Pratt,  'i'his  board 
had  charge  of  tiic  con>tru<-tion  of  tin-  waterworks,  which  co>t  §l()0,(tOil,  and  since  the  original 
outlay  Home  §40.(M)0  in  adilllion  has  been  <'xpended.  These  works  arc  entirely  adequate  to  the 
present  needs  of  the  <lislrict.  and  for  tiiosc  of  the  future  for  a  long  period,  and  Ihesuiiply  of 
water  is  ample.    The  water  eonunixHioner-' report  for    IHsc,  was  most   favorable  and  showed 


HIS  TOBY   OF  ATTLEBOBOVGH.  433 

the  property  of  their  department  to  be  in  excellent  condition,  and  they  assured  the  people  of 
the  district  that  the  water  supply  was  "  practically  inexhaustible  within  the  district,  and  not 
liable  to  pollution  from  any  known  source."  The  expenses  for  that  year  had  been  $3,034.42 
and  the  receipts  $6,470.65,  showing  a  creditable  balance  upon  the  right  side.  The  number  of 
gallons  of  water  pumped  during  the  year  was  .35.592,361;  the  average  number  of  gallons  con- 
sumed per  day  about  97,511,  and  the  average  number  of  hours  required  for  the  pumping  three 
and  a  fraction  (seven  minutes). 

The  officers  of  the  entire  district  which,  as  in  the  East  village,  is  called  the  "  Fire  District  " 
were  as  follows  in  1887:  Water  Commissioners,  Sauford  Hall,  Anthony  H.  Bliss,  Walter  P. 
Whitteraore;  Superintendent  of  Water  Works,  Walter  P.  Whittemore;  Clerk,  C.  A.  Kenney  ; 
Treasurer,  George  W.  Cheever;  Chief  Engineer  of  Fire  Department,  John  B.  Peck;  First 
Assistant.  T.  W.  Draper;  Second  Assistant,  O.  L.  Swift;  Prudential  Committee,  C.  T.  Guild, 
T.  G.  Sandland,  J.  H.  Peckham. 

THE  UXIOX  IMPROVEMENT  DISTRICT. 

This  district  was  organized  September  6, 1875,  and  embraced  the  School  Districts  Xo.  1  and 
Xo.  4,  Xorth  Attleborough.  It  had  three  purposes  in  view;  namely,  to  improve  the  sidewalks 
within  its  limits,  to  light  the  streets,  and  to  support  a  public  library.  The  following-named 
gentlemen  were  actively  engaged  in  the  organization  and  early  work:  S.  S.  Ginnodo,  F.  G. 
Whitney,  F.  G.  Pate.  Joseph  G.  Barden,  B.  Porter,  Jr.,  O.  31.  Draper,  H.  F.  Barrows,  Joseph 
E.  Pond,  Jr.,  John  Stanley,  E.  K.  Dunbar,  Thomas  A.  Barden,  D.  D.  Codding.  Charles  E. 
Smith,  and  J.  D.  Richards. 

On  September  16,  1875,  the  district  voted  to  accept  the  property  of  the  Xorth  Attleborough 
Library  Association  and  to  become  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  the  library,  and  appro- 
priated $500  for  that  purpose.  At  the  same  time  $500  was  appropriated  for  sidewalks  and 
$3,000  for  street  lighting  and  current  and  incidental  expenses.  From  1875  till  1884  the  streets 
were  lighted  by  kerosene  and  gasoline,  but  on  April  14  of  that  year,  on  recommendation  of  the 
then  prudential  committee,  it  was  voted  to  light  the  streets  with  gas  and  to  contract  therefor 
with  the  Xorth  Attleborough  Gaslight  Company.  On  April  12.  1886,  electric  lighting  was 
adopted,  and  that  method  is  continued  by  the  town.i 

Following  are  the  various  officers  of  the  district  from  the  organization  :  Prudential  Commit- 
tee from  1875  to  1878,  Felix  G.  Whitney,  Samuel  S.  Ginnodo,  Francis  G.  Pate;  from  1878  to 
1880,  F.  G.  Whitney,  S.  S.  Ginnodo,  Charles  E.  Smith;  for  1880-81,  Charles  E.  Smith,  C.  S. 
Colbath,  F.  G.  Pate;  for  1881-82,  C.  E.  Smith,  C.  S.  Colbath,  J.  D.  Richards;  from  1882  to 
1884,  J.  G.  Barden,  B.  Porter,  Jr.,  F.  G.  Pate;  from  1884  to  1887,  E.  I.  Franklin,  H,  M.  Max- 
son,  C.  C.  Peck;  for  1887-88,  C.  E.  Smith,  O.  M.  Draper,  H.  M.  Maxson;  for  1888-89,  C.  C. 
Peck,  H.  M.  Maxson,  R.  Donnell.  The  first  clerk  was  Joseph  E.  Pond.  Jr.,  who  was  in  office 
from  1875  to  1885;  the  second  F.  I.  Barden,  from  1885  to  1889.  The  first  treasurer  was  Joseph 
G.  Barden,  for  1875-76;  the  second,  F.  S.  Draper,  from  1876  to  1884;  the  third,  W.  W.  Sher- 
man, from  1884  to  1886;  the  fourth,  J.  H.  Peckham,  from  1886  to  1889. 

The  town  having  assumed  all  its  duties  the  Improvement  District  is  practically  abolished. 
The  only  matters  connected  with  it  now  requiring  adjustment  are  financial,  there  being  a  debt 
upon  the  organization.  It  was  hoped  that  at  its  annual  meeting  for  1889  the  town  would 
vote  to  assume  this  debt  and  thus  bring  all  the  disti'ict's  aflfairs  to  a  final  close;  but  this  was 
not  accomplished  and  thei'efore  a  continuance  of  officers  was  necessary.  Those  for  the 
preceding  year  were  reelected.  The  two  improvement  districts  of  the  old  town  are  there- 
fore in  similar  condition  —  well  officered  but  almost  dutiless,  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
extinct.- 


'  Light  had  beeu  supplied  by  the  Xorth  Attlebovough  Steam  and  Electric  Company,  but  in  1892  the 
town  decided  to  have  a  plant  of  its  own.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  following  year  this  was  put  in, 
and  early  in  1894  light  was  used  tor  tlie  lirst  time.    The  incandescent  system  of  lights  is  used. 

-  The  Editor  deemed  it  best  to  continue  the  sketch  of  the  Union  Improvement  District  beyond 
the  tiate  of  division  because  its  work  came  to  an  end,  aud  it  will  not  be  long  contiimed  as  an 
organization. 
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XdUTU  Ai  ri.i:ui>K(*Li;u  stka.m  ani>  klixtiuc  cumi-anv. 

This  company  dates  its  beginning  a  little  over  a  year  previous  to  the  division.  It  started 
with  u  small  plant,  including  one  dynamo,  one  engine,  and  one  boiler,  and  had  but  twenty- 
throe  lights  in  operation.  These  were  in  stores  in  North  Attleborough.  After  a  time,  as  they 
proved  to  be  excellent,  the  Union  Improvement  District  voted  to  use  similar  lights  in  the  streets. 
At  tiie  annual  meeting  for  issti  the  town  voted  to  light  the  road  between  the  North  and  East 
villages,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  for  Is.sT  extended  this  vote  '■  to  assume  the  expense  of 
lighting  the  public  streets,"  and  ai)propriated  •■Jii.oOO  for  the  purpose.  These  lights  were  placed 
and  proved  satisfactory,  and  soon  stores  in  the  East  village  began  to  adopt  the  electric  mode 
of  lighting. 

The  comiMiny,  by  good  management,  was  enabled  to  start  with  a  capital  of  a  little  more  than 
8i50  per  lamp  — about  half  the  usual  amount  for  such  companies  —  and  has  therefore  been 
able  to  supply  light  at  a  nun-h  lower  r.ite  than  the  majority  of  other  like  companies.  With 
recent  additions  the  station  is  now  (1S8T)  eighty-tive  by  thirty  feet.  It  contains  two  boilers  of 
two  hundred  and  ten  horse  power  (having  the  Jarvis  patent  setting  which  demands  the  small- 
est possible  amount  of  fuel),  three  engines,  a  steam-pump,  and  all  the  practical  and  ingenious 
appliances  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  necessary  work.  There  are  five  dynamos,  three  for 
street  circuits  and  two  for  inside  lighting,  so  arranged  that  the  circuit  can  be  maintained  with 
each  dynamo  and  either  engine,  in  this  way  every  chance  for  any  serious  delay  in  lighting 
being  avoided.  In  April,  IsST,  the  comi>any  was  operating  fifty-live  miles  of  wire,  with  seven 
hundred  poles,  one  hundred  and  forty  arc  and  eighty-five  incandescent  lights,  and  reported 
itself  in  a  very  satisfactory  and  successful  condition  with  encouragiuir  prospects  for  the  future. 

The  otticers  for  ISST  were  as  follows:  President,  ti.  A.  Hancock;  Treasurer,  H.  M.  Daggett, 
Jr.;  Clerk,  F.  I.  Babcock.  There  were  five  directors:  the  three  above-named  gentlemen,  with 
.1.  E.  Draper  and  Harvey  Clap  in  addition.' 

WILLIAM   a.   STRKKTEK    I'OST,   N<».    14.5.    (iUA.M)   AK.\n    <>K   THE   1{EPUBLIC. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  soldiers  and  sailors,  held  May  26,  1860,  J.  B.  Savery  was  chosen  cluiirman 
and  E.  K.  Reail  secretary.  E.  S.  Hortou  was  chosen  marshal  for  Saturday,  May  iOth,  and  was 
authorized  to  appoint  two  assistants.  It  was  voted  that  as  far  as  possible  black  hats  be  worn. 
Voted  to  adjourn  to  12-30  i-.M.  Saturday,  3Iay  29." 

The  above  is  a  short  account  of  the  preliminary  meeting  to  the  lirst  Memorial  Day  service  in 
town.  The  address  upon  that  oi-<asion  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Rufus  P.  Stebbins.  d.d.,  of 
Cambridge,  Mass..  and  the  band  from  the  neighboring  town  of  Mansfield  furnished  the  nuisi- 
eal  portion  of  the  program. 

During  May,  1871,  a  meeting  took  place  in  Engine  Hall  on  I'.ank  Street,  where  the  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  observance  of  .Memori:d  Day  of  that  year.  Just  subse<|uent  to  this 
time,  June  12,  IsTI,  this  Post  w;is  nuistered  in  in  I'nion  Hall.  Its  first  meeting-place,  where 
members  met  the  following  August,  was  Bato'  Hall,  and  on  September  IG  Union  Hall  wa- 
hired  for  four  dollars  a  night.  The  following  spring  the  Post  moved  into  Dean's  Building, 
and  on  August  11.  ISTH,  into  Briggs'  Block,  where  it  still  i-ontinues  to  have  its  ((uarters. 

On  March  11,  1872,  a  <lelegalion  from  P.  M.  Whiting  Post  had  a  conference  with  William 
A.  Streeter  Post  in  regard  to  the  insertion  of  an  artiile  in  the  warrant  for  the  coming  annual 
town  meeting,  asking  for  a  public  appropriation  to  ilefray  tin'  necessary  expenses  for  the  cere- 
monies of  Memorial  Day.  The  desired  article  was  inserted,  the  town  voted  favorably  upon  it 
and  in:ide  an  appropriation  of  three  hundriil  dollars.  The  custom  then  established  has  been 
continued  and  without  changr,  excepting  that  onee  <u"  I  wire  i>erhaps  ilie  sum  named  may  Ikim" 
varied  sli:.'htly.  The  town  has  also  Miiiplietl  some  permanent  tablet*  for  marking  the  graves  of 
her  sohliers.  In  1S87  the  whole  number  f)f  graves  lobe  decttraled  was  one  hundred  and  five 
besides  two  marked  '"Uidinown":  thirty-two  at  Woodhiwn  and  twenty-six  at  Ml.  Hope 
Cemetery;  twenty  in  the  old  Kirk  Yard,  nine  each  at  South  .Mlleborougb  and  Dodgevillc; 


'  ThlH  compony  sulmc'iuenlly  pureliii-c<l  llic  oM  Faniu'r«'  factory  ))ro|icrly,  to  which  they  built  an 
nddltton  and  used  It  nn  their  pou<>  Im.h-..  I  Ii,.  imlldlng  has  been  parilally  (lestroyeil  by  lire,  causing 
ceH'<atlon  of  cnr»  ami  ll(^ht». 
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eight  lit  St.  Mary's  Cemetery,  aud  three  at  Brinjgsville.  In  the  two  la.<t-named  yards  are  the 
uukiiovvn  graves. 

Up  to  1887  there  had  been  a  total  membership  iu  this  Post  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-five, 
and  at  that  time  there  were  "  120  comrades  in  good  staudiug."  The  tirst  death  of  a  comrade 
of  the  Post  was  that  of  R.  H.  Lee,  in  June,  1ST2,  and  the  last  previous  to  the  above-named 
year  that  of  Gideon  M.  Horton,  in  December,  1886.  Previous  to  this  date  the  sum  of  §2,277 
had  been  expended  iu  charity. 

Following  are  the  names  of  the  Past  Commanders  of  this  Post:  D.  H.  Smith,  E.  S.  Horton, 
E.  C.  Martin,  A.  T.  Wales,  W.  H.  AVade,  W.  H.  Goff,  W.  J.  Thompson,  Edwin  J.  Horton,  M.  O. 
Wheatou,  E.  W.  Rhodes,  F.  L.  Le  Baron,  T.  K.  Gay,  George  L.  Jillson,  E.  D.  Guild.  E.  S. 
Horton  served  as  commander  for  three  years.  The  officers  for  1887  were  as  follows:  Com- 
mander, Emmons  D.  Guild;  S.  V.  C,  Loring  Cole;  J.  V.  C,  Charles  L.  Fuller;  Adjutant, 
R.  G.  Bell;  Quartermaster,  Mark  O.  Wheaton;  Chaplain,  D.  E.  Adams;  Surgeon,  E.  R.  Read: 
O.  of  D.,  G.  A.  Taylor;  O.  of  G.,  G.  H.  Alfred;  Sergeant-3Iajor.  E.  S.  Horton;  Quartermaster 
Sergeant,  G.  R.  Adams;  Delegates  to  Department  Convention,  E.  S.  Horton,  R.  J.  Bell ;  Alter- 
nates, E.  C.  Martin,  A.  T.  Wales. 

The  Fourth  of  July,  1872,  was  celebrated  hereafter  the  real  Xew  England  fashion  with  a  clam- 
bake, etc.  In  this  always  pleasant  festival  to  true  "  sons  of  the  soil,''  U'illiam  A.  Streeter  Post 
had  an  important  share.  The  celebration  took  place  in  Peck's  grove,  and  was  made  the  occasion 
for  the  presentation  to  the  "  Grand  Army"  of  a  beautiful  State  flag,  which  had  been  purchased 
for  them  by  the  ladies  of  the  East  village.  A  group  of  young  ladies,  wearing  the  patriotic 
colors,  bore  the  banner,  and  one  of  them  voicing  doubtless  the  thoughts  and  feelings  of  all 
the  loyal  women  there,  presented  the  flag  to  the  Post  with  these  words :  — 

"  Members  of  the  William  A.  Streeter  Division  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Eejmhlic. 

"  Eleven  years  ago,  when  the  booming  of  the  first  rebel  gun  sounded  the  thrilling  call  —  to 
arms,  Massachusetts  nobly  responded  with  regiment  after  regimeut  of  her  sons,  and,  as  she 
sent  them  forth,  she  placed  iu  the  hands  of  each,  with  the  country's  flag,  her  own  banner,  that 
together  they  might  lead  her  brave  boys  on  to  battle  for  the  right. 

"  I  need  not  recount  to  you  who  shared  in  them,  the  toils  and  dangers,  or  the  triumphs  of  the 
war,  but  those  banners  came  back  with  shattered  staves,  pierced  by  bullets,  and  bathed  in 
blood,  to  tell  the  story  of  the  dreadful  conflict,  and  they  shall  be  preserved  in  our  State  Capitol 
as  her  richest  treasure,  with  the  other  memorials  of  Massachusetts  bravery. 

"AVarno  longer  desolates  our  land.  Peace  and  prosperity  reigu  within  her  borders;  and 
thanks  be  to  Him  whose  strong  right  arm  hath  gotten  us  the  victory,  we  are  once  more  a  free, 
united  people,  and  today,  when  we  are  met  to  celebrate  this  welcome  anniversary  of  our 
national  independence,  we  bring  to  you  another  banner.  Yet,  glorious  as  was  the  historv  of 
those  war  flags,  we  cannot  ask  for  this  a  similar  fate,  for  we  do  not  forget  that  many  of  our 
best  beloved,  who  went  forth  to  the  contest  full  of  manly  strength  and  ardor,  fell  beneath  their 
folds,  and  returned  to  us  cold  aud  lifeless  forms,  or  lie  buried  beneath  the  soil  of  some 
distant  Southern  plain, 

"  All  honor  to  our  martyred  heroes ;  bravely  they  fought,  nobly  they  fell. 

'  O  for  the  death  of  those 

AYho  for  their  country  die. 
Sink  on  her  bosom  to  repose. 
And  triumph  where  they  lie.' 

"  On  this  our  greatest  national  holiday,  greeted  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  with  ringino- 
of  bells,  booming  of  cannon,  aud  joyous  acclamations,  and,  in  the  words  of  an  ardent  patriot  of 
our  own  Massachusetts,  uttered  on  the  very  day  of  the  Declaration,  '  celeljrated  with  thanks- 
giving, with  festivity,  with  bonfires,  and  illuminations,'  mid  sounds  of  martial  music,  aud  the 
tramp  of  marching  feet,  this  banner  comes  as  a  fitting  reminder  of  those  scenes  which  you  as 
soldiers  witnessed  together,  and  we  ofl'er  it  as  a  partial  expression  of  our  gratitude  for  vour 
patriotic  services  in  the  field. 

"  We  trust  it  may  never  wave  over  more  warlike  scenes  than  we  see  around  us  today;  but 
if  ever  again  hostile  force  molest,  or  fratricidal  hand  be  raised  against  the  land  we  love,  voices 
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from  the  soldiers'  graves  all  arouiul  us.  hiii  us  tell  you  to  bear  it  side  by  side  with  the  old  stars 
and  stripes,  if  need  be,  into  the  tliii-kest  of  the  fight,  and  bring  it  back  from  the  field  of  l)attle 
stained  by  no  aet  of  eowardiie,  though  but  a  single  hand  be  left  to  hold  its  broken  statl",  and  of 
its  silken  folds  but  a  few  tattered  shreds  remain. 

"  In  presenting  this  banner,  we  hope  that  nothing  but  the  destroying  hand  of  time  will  ever 
uiar  its  beauty.  By  those  principles  founded  on  Plymouth  Rock,  and  proclaimed  from  Inde- 
pendence Hall,  l>y  the  memory  of  that  cause  you  fought,  and  so  many  of  your  comrades  died  to 
save,  we  charge  you.  in  war  and  iu  peace,  in  life  and  in  death,  be  true  to  God  and  your  country. 
"  Maj.  Ilorton, — 

"I  now  deliver  into  your  hands  this  banner,  the  gift  of  the  ladies  of  East  Attleborough. 
Let  it  be  a  rivet  in  the  link  whiih  this  year  adds  to  that  mighty  chain  of  events,  binding  this 
day,  July  4'^,  1872,  to  that  ever  memorable  day,  July  i">,  1770. 

'  Our  star-spangled  banner, 
Oh  I  long  may  it  wave 
O'er  this  land  of  the  free. 
And  this  home  of  the  brave.'  " 

Major  Ilorton  received  the  banner  in  >oldicrly  fashion,  and  grasping  its  standard  in  his  right 
hand  responded  to  the  little  speech  of  presentation,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  comrades,  iu 
the  following  gallant  manner:  — 

"  Miss  Daggett,— 

'•  In  accepting  this  beautiful  Flag  at  your  hands  the  gift  of  the  Ladies  of  East  Atlleltoro'  to 
Wm.  A.  Streeter  Post  No.  145,  Dept.  of  Mass.  (irand  Army  of  the  Ilepul)lic  I  would  return  to 
you  their  most  grateful  thanks. 

"  We  heartily  respond  to  the  noble  and  i)atriotic  sentiments  which  accompany  the  gift,  and 
which  have  been  so  hapi)ily  expressed.  We  will  ever  cherish  them  iu  our  hearts,  and  be 
guided  by  them  in  our  conduct. 

''  Long  may  it  be  ere  this  Flag  shall  be  borne  through  the  terrible  scenes  of  war,  but  we 
assure  you  on  the  honor  of  a  soldier,  it  shall  never  be  unfurled  iu  the  cause  of  treason.  Should 
the  time  ever  come  again  when  the  peace  of  our  country  shall  be  disturbed  by  war's  alarms, 
this  gift,  which  I  hold  in  my  hands  shall  be  unfurleil  only  in  the  >acrcd  cause  of  Law.  Union 
an<l  Liberty. 

"  Should  foreign  foes  ever  invade  our  shores,  or  domestic  traitors  ever  again  attempt  the 
overthrow  of  this  glorious  fabric  of  free  institutions  reared  for  us  by  the  hands  of  our  fathers, 
this  Flag  shall  stand  foremost  in  our  country's  defence,  and  in  the  hour  of  battle  and  danger 
the  memories  associated  with  this  gift,  leading  us  in  the  ailvance.  will  inspire  us  with  renewed 
coura^'e  and  a  firmer  faith  in  our  country's  cause.  We  will  be  animated  —  as  if  insiril)ed  on  its 
beautiful  folds  — by  the  innnortal  words,— 

'  Union  and  l.ilierty  forexcr.'" 

The  hoije  expressed  on  this  occasion  was  realized;  no  bloody  shot  or  shell  has  ever  marred 
the  beauty  of  that  silken  Imnner,  but  time,  the  inevitable,  the  sure  tiestroyer  of  all  perishable 
things,  did  lay  bio  haml  upon  it  till  it  became  little  mon-  than  a  worn  itiid  faded  renuiiint  of  the 
ouce  fair  emblem.  The  ladles  of  Attleborough.  however,  again  came  to  the  rescue  of  the 
needy,  and  another  etjually  lieanliful  Slate  flag  was  purchased  by  them,  and  on  the  evening  of 
the  installation  of  its  olHcers,  in  .laiuniry,  1H77.  was  presented  to  the  I'ost  by  anolher  young 
laily,  witii  the  following  well-chosen  words:  — 

'^  Mr.  C'ininiiiinfler,  ffHrers,  tni'l  iitr)nl,nrs  nf   W'i/lunii  .1.  Sirfffrr    I'ust.  (Iriiml  .Irmt/  of 
the  UpiiuIiUc. 

"  We  arc  told,  and  ;il-'0  read  in  hi'lor>,  that  d Is  of  \alor  and  henije  nets  performed  by  the 

Union  soldiers  of  the  lute  civil  war.  were  recognized  and  rewaiiled  !i nding  to  tlwir  merits. 

The  ilisbandint'  of  tlie  army  <lid  not  sever  the  bomls  of  frateridly.  charily,  and  loyally,  and  ever 
since  the  organization  of  iIiIn  post,  yon  have  exiendcil  I  he  right  hand  of  fellowship  and  dis- 
jtenscd  charity  freely  to  «'V(?ry  needy  coinmde,  and  so  lirndy  cenuMiied  tlie  bond*  of  loyally  that 
nothing  but  death  ran  never.     And  now.  Mr.  <  dmniainler.  Ihis  has  not   fnilen  by  the  wayside 
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imuoticed,  and  I,  in  behalf  of  AV.  A.  Streeler  corps,  assisted  by  their  ladj*  frieuds  of  Attleboro', 
present  to  you  this  flag,  and  may  the  record  of  this  post  ever  be  as  pure  as  the  color  of  this 
emblem." 

Commander  Guild  accepted  the  gift  in  the  following  happy  manner:  — 

"  Mrs.  President,  Ladies  of  the  Relief  Corps,  and  Friends:  — 

"The  pleasant  duty  devolves  upon  me  as  commander  of  this  post,  to  receive  from  your 
hands  this  beautiful  banner,  its  white  folds  emblematical  of  the  peace  whicb  now  pervades  our 
once  distracted  country,  its  strong  arm  and  firmly  grasped  sword  bearing  witness  to  the  means 
by  which  that  peace  was  secured.  We  come  together  to-night  under  its  peaceful  folds,  you, 
the  mothers,  wives  and  daughters,  we,  the  fathers,  husbands  and  sons,  not  to  recall  the  bit- 
terness of  the  past,  but  its  most  cherished  memories,  of  when  you  with  willing  hands  and 
loyal  hearts  buckled  on  our  armor  and  bade  us  God  speed,  in  the  work  that  was  before  us. 
For  this  you  have  our  country's  thanks.  For  what  you  have  been  to  us  since,  so  truly  an  aid 
and  relief  corps,  you  have  our  sincere  thanks,  and  it  needed  no  token  of  remembrance  to  keep 
alive  our  interest  in  your  organization;  nevertheless,  we  shall  cherish  and  protect  it,  as  we  did 
the  flag  of  our  country,  with  even  nearer  and  dearer  ties  to  bind  us  to  it.  And  now  in  behalf 
of  William  A.  Streeter  Post,  allow  me  to  extend  to  your  our  most  heartfelt  thanks." 

Still  another  gift  to  the  Post  deserves  mention.  On  the  evening  of  November  3, 1886,  by  in- 
vitation, the  members  met  with  the  Women's  Relief  Corps  in  the  Grand  Army  Hall.  The  pres- 
ident spoke  a  few  words  of  greeting  and  welcome  to  the  guests,  and  then  presented  to  them 
another  member  of  the  Corps,  who  very  prettily  expressed  the  interest  of  the  Corps  in  the 
Grand  Army,  and  of  the  appreciation  of  its  members  of  the  favor  and  kindness  shown  to  them 
by  the  Post;  then  as  a  proof  of  their  sincerity  requesting  the  Post  to  accept  an  offering  more 
material  and  substantial  than  words.  This  was  an  altar,  consisting  of  a  plush-covered  table 
resting  on  four  brass  cannon,  the  lower  connecting  shelf  containing  a  pile  of  cannonballs. 

For  once  Attleborough  soldiers  were  taken  completely  by  surprise;  but  Commander  Guild, 
like  an  able  general,  began  at  once  to  rally  at  least  his  mental  forces,  in  order  to  make  the  best 
defence  possible.  He  found  himself,  however,  entirely  surrounded  by  the  smilingly  victorious 
enemy,  and  wholly  at  their  mercy,  with  no  alternative  but  to  accept  the  situation  —  and  the 
gift.  This  he  finally  did,  with  becoming  courage  and  in  proper  soldierly  fashion,  on  behalf  of 
himself  and  his  comrades.  With  a  few  well-chosen  words  he  gracefully  capitulated  to  his  fair 
foe,  apparently  well  content  with  their  terms  of  unconditional  surrender  on  the  part  of  the 
Post  to  the  pleasures  of  a  social  evening. 

The  Grand  Army  "  quartei's  "  are  quite  commodious  and  very  comfortably  furnished,  and 
the  large  hall  contains  a  goodly  number  of  interesting  relics  of  the  war.  Upon  the  walls, 
among  the  other  flags,  hang  two  famous  guidons,  the  one  carried  by  Lemuel  Gay,  and  by  him 
secreted  during  his  days  of  captivity  in  the  prisons  of  the  South,  and  brought  home  with  him 
on  his  return,  and  the  other  brought  back  by  3Iajor  Horton,  from  the  same  regiment,  the 
Fifty-eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  This  regiment  started  for  the  field  with  six  guidons, 
two  red,  two  blue,  and  two  white  ones,  presented  to  it  by  New  Bedford.  After  the  services  in 
the  field  were  ended  it  was  found  that  but  two  of  these  guidons  were  left,  and  the  colonel  of 
the  regiment  proposed  to  keep  them  as  souvenirs  of  the  Fifty-eighth's  experiences.  Major 
Horton  took  the  liberty  of  differing  with  his  commanding  officer  upon  that  point,  and  decided 
that  the  two  had  better  be  separated,  little  dreaming  that  the  one  placed  in  Mr.  Gay's  care 
would  ever  be  brought  back.  Upon  one  occasion,  therefore,  in  the  colonel's  absence,  one  dis- 
appeared, and  he  never  found  it  again.  ''  All 's  fair  in  love  and  war,"  and  so  the  Attleborough 
Grand  Army  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  more  than  double  a  company's  share  «f  these 
guidons  of  the  Fifty-eighth. 

Among  the  relics  carefully  preserved  are  various  pieces  of  Southern  scrip,  and  a  Bible  picked 
up  near  Petersburg,  Va.,  by  Major  Horton;  two  canes  made  from  stockades,  the  one  from 
Andersonville,  the  other  from  Libby  prison;  some  pipes  whose  owners  —  Charles  William  H. 
Harley  and  Charles  William  Upham  of  the  Fifty-eighth  —  were  shot  with  them  in  their  pockets ; 
and  two  briarwood  pipes  made  in  prison,  in  one  of  which  Major  Horton  secreted  money.  He 
had  thirty-five  dollars  in  greenl)acks  when  he  was  captured  and  he  managed  to  smuggle  them 
into  prison  with  him.  and  to  preserve  them  as  tobacco.    There  is  a  box  whittled  in  Andersonville 
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by  J.  C.  AVilinartli  ami  uscl  \>y  liiiii  for  salt  wluii  lie  cuiild  get  it;  and  various  letters,  rings, 
and  ornaments  of  houe  made  in  prison  are  also  to  be  seen.  There  are  a  number  of  bullets, 
shells,  ete..  from  many  dirterent  liattlclields,  and  among  the  former  is  one  earried  by  a  man  iu 
his  leg  for  twelve  years  before  it  was  extraeted;  a  drum-cord  taken  from  a  drum  at  the  Hattle 
of  the  Wilderness  may  be  seen,  a  picture  of  a  cottonpress  in  New  Orleans,  drawn  by  Charles 
Goodier,  a  mallet  made  from  a  bit  of  the  stockade  at  Andersonville,  specimens  of  candlesticks 
used  by  soldiers,  a  roll  of  bandage,  army  buttons,  etc..  and  one  relic  of  Kevolutionary  days 
—  a  piece  of  a  blanket  used  by  a  soldier  of  that  time  and  presented  to  ^lajor  Ilurtun  by  an  old 
lady  iu  New  Hampshire. 

William  A.  Strecter  Post  owns  a  lot  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  upou  which  there  is  a  suitable 
monument  designed  among  the  members  themselves.  These  have  been  paid  for  wholly  by 
soldiers  of  the  army  and  navy. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  have  here  a  list  of  the  couu-ades  of  the  Post  who  were  coulined  as 
prisoners  during  the  war,  with  places  and  time  of  conlluement:  — 

Kmmons  D.  Guild. 

Richmond,  Belle  Isle,  Audersouville, 

Savannah.  Mellen,  Charleston,  Florence, 

16  mouths,  14  days. 

George  W.  Ilortnn, 

Tallahassee,  Andersonville.  Florence, 

12  months.  V2  days. 

Kli  Barrett. 

Libby,  Columbia,  Castle  Thunder. 

11  months. 

John  C.  Cumraings, 

Anderson\  ille.  Florence. 

10  months. 

II.  (i.  Danforth. 

Danville.  Andersonville,  Florence, 

9  months,  21  days. 

ICverett  S.  Horton, 

Petersburg,  Libby.  Salisbury,  Danville, 

T)  months ; 

Selected  as  hostage  January,  1805. 

Lenuiel  Gay, 

Liiiby,  Salisbury.  Danville, 

.'i  nionihs. 

J.  <  .  Wilmarth. 

Andersonville.  Mellen,  Florence,  Savannah. 

7  months. 

(icorgc  I^.  'I'itus. 

Libby.  Hcllc  Isle.  Salisbury. 

(i  months,  is  days. 

Edward  <".  .Martin, 

Belle  Isle, 

42  days. 

IL  J.  B.ll, 

Libby, 

.'ill  days. 

C.  W.  Bowen. 

Belle  Isle, 

42  days. 

Silas  II.  Wilson. 

Libby, 

5i;  days. 
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Richmond  HoUey, 

Castle  Thunder.  Belle  Isle, 

V2  weeks. 

Jahiel  Jordan, 

Danville,  Libby, 

4  mouths. 

Died  at  Andersonville, 

Attleborough  soldiers, 

George  P.  Johnson,  George  H.  Norton, 

A.  Baylies  Cummings. 

The  purposes  of  the  G.  A.  R.  are  too  familiar  to  every  one  to  need  either  explanation  or 
comment,  but  if  the  ceremonies  of  Memorial  Day  were  the  lieginning  and  the  end  of  its  work, 
and  it  had  no  other,  nothing  better  could  have  been  projected  as  the  basis  of  an  organization. 
No  l)etter  motto  could  be  devised  than  the  one  used  by  the  order  regarding  each  of  its  dead  : 

"For  what  he  was  and  all  he  dared, 
Remember  him  to-day." 

William  A.  Streeter  Post  has  always  Ijeen  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  its  Soldiers'  Day  duties, 
and  the  public  services  are  always  well  arranged  and  interesting. 

The  following  "  Memorial  Hymn  "  was  written  for  one  of  these  occasions  some  years  since 
h\  •'  our  town  poet,"  whose  pen  was  never  idle  iu  those  dark  days,  when  words  of  hope  and 
patriotic  cheer  were  so  often  and  so  sorely  needed,  and  whose  time  and  talents  are  freely  given 
to  advance  every  good  cause :  — 

"  May,  with  fragrant  ottering. 
Dewy  with  the  touch  of  Spring, 
Wakens  memories  sad  and  sweet 
Of  the  lives  so  brave  and  fleet. 

Heroes,  in  the  war  they  stood, 
Battling  for  the  nation's  good, 
Crown  them  with  immortal  fame. 
Blend  in  song  each  honored  name. 

Grateful  thanks  with  tears  ai'e  shed 
On  the  living  and^the  dead; 
Children's  voices  chant  the  lay 
Sacred  to  Memorial  Day. 

Mother  earth,  upon  thy  breast, 
Fold  thy  mantle  where  they  rest. 
We  will  trust  Eternal  poweri 
To  revive  each  mortal  flower." 

"  They  fought  to  give  us  peace,  and  lo  I 
They  gained  a  better  peace  than  ours." 

We  of  the  North  thus  carefully  year  by  year  place  our  votive  ofl'erings  over  the  forms  of 
those  buried  among  us.  but  there  are  many  from  the  "  ranks  of  our  dead  "  lying  on  far  South- 
ern plains  or  in  distant,  quiet  churchyards  whom  we  cannot  reach  with  our  fi-agrant  garlands : 
still  these  are  not  all  forgotten,  for  it  is  said  that  when  they  of  the  South  year  after  year  like 
ourselves  decorate  the  graves  of  their  own  soldiers  they  generously  scatter  sweet  Ijlossoms 
over  friend  and  foe  alike. 

Nothing  could  prove  more  conclusively  that  the  bitter  animosities  and  burning  hatreds 
naturally  engendered  by  the  causes  which  led  to  and  carried  on  the  war  are  fast  dying  out  than 
this  simple  fact  —  a  fact  quite  properly  referred  to  here.  One  stanza  of  a  beautiful  poem 
which  was  written  to  commemorate  the  first  of  the  general  decorative  ceremonies  by  women 
of  the  South  so  aptly  describes  the  feeling  pervading  the  laud  at  this  the  end  of  a  quarter- 
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century  isime  the  elo?^e  of  the  war  that  it  >ctiii>  littiiii:  to  ([iiote  it  as  the  most  appropriate 
finish  possible  to  a  sketch  of  an  oriranizatioii  wiiosc  very  name  must  of  necessity  recall  the 
former  days  of  fierce  and  l)loody  strife  :  — 

"  No  more  shall  the  war-cry  sever. 

Or  the  windinir  rivers  be  red ; 
They  banish  our  anirer  forever 

Wheti  they  laurel  the  graves  of  our  dead! 
Under  the  sod  and  the  dew, 

Waitini;  the  juilirmeut  day ; 
Love  and  tears  hn-  the  Blue, 

Tears  and  love  for  the  Gray." 

SONS   OF   VKTEHANS. 

The  first  camp  organized  under  thi>  name  was  at  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  in  1881,  by  ^Major  A.  P. 
Davis,  and  with  the  following  objects  in  view  :  — 

"  Sec.  1.  To  keep  green  the  memories  of  our  Fathers,  and  their  sacrifices  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  Union. 

"  Sec.  2.  To  ai(i  the  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Jlepublic  in  the  caring  for  their 
helpless  and  disabled  Veterans;  to  extend  aid  and  protection  to  their  widows  and  orphans;  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  ami  history  of  their  heroic  dead,  and  the  proper  observance  of  Memo- 
rial Day. 

"  Sec.  3.    To  aid  and  assist  worthy  and  needy  mcml)ers  of  our  Order. 

"  Sec.  4.  To  inculcate  patriotism  and  lovt;  of  country,  not  only  among  our  membership,  but 
among  all  the  people  of  our  land,  and  to  spread  and  sustain  the  doctrine  of  equal  rights, 
universal  liberty,  and  justice  to  all." 

The  camp  in  our  town  organized  April  30,  lfS.'>4,  with  the  following  otticers:  Captain,  C.  Adin 
Smith;  First  Lieutenant,  O.  W.  Hawkins;  Second  Lieutenant,  E.  IL  Davis;  Chaplain,  (ieorge 
Pierce;  Orderly  Sergeant,  W.  IL  Streeter;  Quartermaster  Sergeant,  E.  A.  Wales;  Color  Ser- 
geant, C.  IL  Meyers;  Sergeant  of  the  Guard,  J.  A.  Thayer;  Corporal  of  the  Guard,  L.  A. 
Wales;  Principal  Musician,  F.  I.  Jackstm ;  Camp  Guard,  L.  B.  Kingman:  Picket  Guard,  J.  F. 
Woodward.  The  number  of  charter  members  was  twenty-three,  which  had  increased  in  1887  to 
thirty-two,  at  which  time  the  following  named  were  the  ofiicers:  Captain,  II.  E.  Waugh;  First 
Lieutenant,  G.  C.  Parker;  Second  Lieutenant.  G.  A.  Pierce;  Cliai)lain,  O.  P.  Newell;  Quarter- 
master Sergeant,  J.  F.  Woodward;  Orderly  Sergeant.  C.  II.  Harwood;  Color  Sergeant, 
W.  Caswell;  Sergeant  of  the  Guard,  \.  F.  Guild;  Camp  (Juanl.  II.  E.  l?riggs;  Musician, 
W.  H.  White;  Picket  Guard,  W.  Young. 

At  the  commencement  a  considerable  and  \ery  connncndalde  amount  of  interot  was  mani- 
fested in  this  organization,  but  at  j)resent  this  is  very  much  on  the  wane.  So  decidedly  is  this 
the  case  that  there  are  evident  signs  of  disbandment  at  no  very  distant  <lay;  but  we  trust  the 
sons  of  our  old  soldiers  will  not  sutler  such  a  course  to  be  pursued.  We  ought  to  remember 
ourselves,  and  our  children  ami  chililren's  children  through  the  ages  to  come  should  be 
taught  to  remember,  what  their  fathers  did  in  the  great  war  for  the  Union  by  perpetuating 
unceasingly  as  a  patriotie  diit\  the  customs  of  Memorial  Day.' 

Till-;   WtlMKN's    KKI.IKK   ('<»l{rs. 

This  organization  wa>  formed  Si-ptember  4,  IHSJ,  uilh  lwenl\  charier  memlters.  The  soci- 
eties bearing  this  name  are  the  out^'rowth  of  similar  societies  formed  during  the  war  for  the 
succor  and  r(!licf  of  our  soldiers  in  active  service,  and  now  Iheir  aim  is  to  primarilv  furidsli 
aid  to  needv  soldiers  and  llii-ir  families,  tlinu^li   the\    cond)ine   wilh   their  gund  works  some 


>  For  some  yen FH  tliln  Inck  of  Iniercxl  roinbnicd,  iinlll  tlu;  iirKuiil/.ntloii  almost  tiled  oiii.  At  one 
tline  there  were  liiit  three  "  rcKnlar  pnlil  iiiciiiImth,"  tliouKli  the  list  c(iiitaliiri|  hduic  thirteen  iiHnies. 
In  the -prlntf  of  IsW)  IntcieHt  n-vlvcd  iiml  u  new  leuMC  of  life  was  lakei).  Tlicre  were  In  ISUl  about 
thirty  iniMnbers,  ami  the  lnt4!reHt  Is  still  inalnliiliicil  (IH1I3).     |  Kcccntly  dl«l>aiiiU>d.| 
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features  of  a  social  uatiire.  Charters  are  grauted  to  the  minor  societies  by  the  National 
Women's  Relief  Corps. 

The  lirst  officers  of  the  corps  here  were :  President,  Mrs.  Lucy  C.  Martin ;  Senior  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  Lizzie  C.  Thompson;  Junior  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Ellen  Fuller;  Secretary.  Mrs. 
Isabel  Mowton ;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Abby  Thompson;  Chaplain,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.Cole;  Conductor, 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Fosg;  Guard,  Mrs.  Fanny  Rhodes. 

There  is  a  membership  fee  attached  to  this  organization  and  a  yearly  tax  of  two  dollars, 
payable  quarterly ;  and  whenever  it  becomes  necessary  money  is  raised  by  entertainments  of 
various  kinds.  During  the  past  year  and  a  half  !jil50  has  been  raised,  and  since  the  formation 
of  the  corps  fully  $200.  There  is  a  general  fund  and  a  relief  fund,  with  a  special  relief  com- 
mittee to  ascertain  needs  and  present  the  same  to  the  entii-e  body  for  its  consideration  and 
action.  The  ladies  of  this  society  attend  both  to  their  own  special  charity  work  and  that  of 
the  Grand  Army  Post.  During  the  past  winter,  that  of  1886-87,  very  little  charity  work  was 
required  —  proof  positive  of  the  healthful  prosperity  of  the  members  of  the  Post. 

The  officers  for  18ST  were  as  follows  :  President,  Mrs.  Emma  Adams;  Senior  Vice-President, 
Mrs.  Ellen  Fuller;  Junior  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Myra  Makepeace;  Secretary,  Mrs.  Abby  A. 
Smith;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Emily  Luther;  Chaplain,  Mrs.  Margaret  Hawkins;  Conductor,  Mrs. 
Sarah  E.Hall;  Guard,  Miss  Emma  Larrabee. 

PRENTISS  M.   WHITING  POST.  NO.  192,  GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 

This  Post  antedates  by  about  two  years  the  William  A.  Streeter  Post,  since,  as  nearly  as  can 
be  ascertained,  it  was  organized  in  1869,  and  its  first  charter  bore  the  number  "  133.'"  Its 
membership  reached  one  hundred,  and  it  was  for  some  time  in  a  very  prosperous  condition. 
Its  chief  work  in  the  early  days  was  a  charitable  one,  "  in  relieving  the  widows  and  families 
of  soldiers."  There  appear  to  have  been  some  twelve  commanders :  the  first,  S.  H.  Bugbee, 
and  his  successors,  Mr.  Bernard,  Mr.  Loughlin,  Dr.  O.  C.  Turner,  W.  H.  Goodhue,  Thomas 
Currain  (now  deceased),  Thomas  Sandland  (who  was  the  first  adjutant).  E.  D.  Sturtevant, 
TV.  W.  Fisher,  B.  F.  Lincoln,  B.  T.  Bronson,  and  J.  X.  Hall.  The  prosperity  of  the  Post 
continued  unabated  for  six  or  seven  years,  but  about  1875  dissensions  began  to  make  them- 
selves manifest,  and  they  were  finally  the  means  of  entirely  breaking  up  the  organization. 
These  dissensions  were  the  result  of  discussions  upon  "  parliamentary  usage  and  rules,"  which 
have  been  characterized  as  "  i"ed  hot.""  Their  effect  upon  the  life  of  the  Post  was  disastrous ; 
interest  waned,  numbers  dwindled  to  about  one  half  apparently,  —  fifty-seven,  —  and  at  length 
the  charter  was  returned  to  the  authorities  who  issued  it.  Many  of  the  members  subsequently 
joined  the  William  A.  Streeter  Post  and  others  probably  the  George  H.  Maintien  Post  in 
Plainville  after  its  formation  in  1882. 

After  the  division  of  the  town  the  citizens  of  the  new  town  of  North  Attleborough  prom- 
ised substantial  aid  financially  to  Grand  Army  men  there,  and  especially  to  those  who  hail  been 
members  of  this  organization,  if  they  would  form  a  new  Post  and  take  up  the  old  charter. 
This  latter  it  was  found  could  not  be  done,  as  the  old  charter  had  been  given  to  the  Plainville 
Post;  but  a  new  Post  was  formed  under  the  old  name,  and  a  new  charter  and  number  were 
obtained.  This  organization  was  eflected  July  15,  1888,  and  the  good  work  was  accomplished 
largely,  it  is  said,  through  the  efforts  of  Department  Commander  Walker.  Again  S.  H. 
Bugbee  became  the  first  commander,  and  he  retained  the  office  through  the  two  succeeding 
years.  The  adjutant  during  those  years  was  R.  J.  Bell,  and  he  still  retains  the  office.  The 
second  beginning  seems  to  have  been  auspicious,  and  the  existence  of  the  Post  thus  far  both 
prosperous  and  encouraging.  In  its  existence  of  a  little  more  than  two  years  there  have  been 
but  four  deaths  among  the  members,  and  but  four  other  losses  in  number,  two  from  resigna- 
tion and  two  from  change  of  residence.  Those  who  died  were  Dr.  F.  L.  Burden,  C.  E. 
Burgess,  B.  F.  Evans,  and  William  L.  Kilkenny,  and  one  of  those  who  left  town  was  Charles 
Taylor,  who  was  transferred  to  the  Soldiers'  Home  at  Wickford,  R.  I.  There  are  now  eighty- 
five  active  members. 

There  are  two  auxiliaries  connected  with  this  post  —  the  J.  N.  Corse  Sons  of  Veterans  Camp, 
No.  57,  with  a  membership  of  fifty,  and  the  Women's  Relief  Corps,  No.  117,  with  a  member- 
ship of  one  hundred  and  forty.    The  ladies  of  this  organization  accomplish  a  large  amount  of 
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good  work   anionir  tlie   families  of  soKlicrs.  iiKiiiy  of  whom   would   perhaps  otherwise  be 
dependent  upon  the  town  for  support. 

The  ottieers  of  the  I'ost  for  l?<fll  are  as  follows:  Commander,  C.  T.  Guil<l;  Senior  Vice- 
Commander,  O.  L.  Swift:  Junior  Viee-Commander.  Thomas  G.  Sandland:  (^lartermaster, 
W.  P.  Whittemore:  Chaplain.  F.  H.  Lisdala:  Ollicer  of  the  Day,  T.  W.  Draper:  Olticer  of  the 
Guard,  Joseph  F.  Wliitin<r.  The  headquarters  of  the  Post  are  in  Knights  of  Pythias  Hall  in 
Barrows'  Bloek.  The  ottieial  year  ends  in  December,  and  installations  oeeur  in  January  of 
each  year.    Following  is  a  list  of  the  members  at  the  present  time,  1891 :  — 


S.  H.  Bugbee, 

C.  T.  Guild. 

W.  P.  "Whittemore, 

O.  L.  Sweet, 

A.  R.  Block. 

J.  L.  Aldrich, 

Henry  H.  Bennett, 

A.  T.  Briggs. 
J.  B.  Carter, 
Horace  Champlin. 
Charles  W.  H.  Day, 
Gamaliel  B.  Gotl", 
F.  A.  Gould, 
Charles  Hackett, 

B.  F.  Lincoln, 
J.  F.  Mackinson, 
John  B.  Peck. 

E.  D.  Sturtevant, 
Henry  G.  S.  Strucker, 
E.  H.  Tappan, 
Samuel  Terrell, 
Frank  H.  Tisdale, 
Edwin  Whitney, 
George  W.  Waterhouse. 
T.  S.  AVood, 
John  E.  Bent, 
Osmyn  \l.  Atwood, 
Joseph  H.  Chatham, 


C.  W.  Eaton, 
W.  AV.  Fisher, 
A.  Gordon. 
J.  Norman  Hall. 
J.  G.  Hall. 
H.  E.  Lincoln, 
Charles  E.  May. 
George  F.  Stone, 
Joseph  Slaiger. 
R.J. .Bell. 
El)en  L.  Sylvester, 
Stephen  Ballon. 
Augustu>  H.  Hyde, 
J.  Sample. 
Frederick  Stallbrd, 
Alfred  Wortliington, 
AV.  H.  Birch. 
James  N.  Woodward. 
Harvey  Clajt, 
Albert  L.  "Wheeler, 
Patrick  A.  Kcwlin, 
Timothy  Maloney, 
Matthew  Shea, 
Thomas  C.  Perkins. 
Wintield  S.  Thompson. 
Lewis  G.  Whiting, 
Arlon  M.  Whipple, 
AV.  E.  Wood. 
An<lrew  M.  i^clclicr.i 

NKWSI-.M'lliS. 


Stephen  Stanley, 
C.  C.  Peck, 
J.  F.  Whiting, 
T.  AA^.  Draper, 
George  E.  Bassett, 
Julius  I.  Bosworth, 
John  Carroll, 
Frank  Cassels, 
AV.  B.  Congdon, 
Halsey  AV.  Draper, 
Thomas  Farrell, 
Thomas  G.  Sandland, 
T.  M.  Sears, 
Daniel  R.  Rose, 
AVilJiam  Smith, 
AV.  Harnett, 
B.  F.  Bronson, 
AValter  Katon, 
Asa  M.  Franklin, 
Jacob  Wies, 
Charles  B.  AVood, 
Michael  McGam, 
John  Drayton, 
Roger  Dclaney, 
Thomas  H.  Flynn, 
Edward  Rolfe, 
AVilliam  J.  Glassey, 
Benjamin  H.  Lattinier, 


Tin;  lir«t  ncwsi)a]ier  in  town  was  the  AnM;i»<>icur<iii  IU'I.i.kiin.  puldislicd  at  North 
Attleborough,  with  Mr.  J.  M.  Stewart  as  editor.  Later  its  name  was  changed  to  the  BuisToL 
County  Nkws.  and  it  was  thi-n  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Robert  Sherman,  of  Pawtucket. 
Nothing  beyond  these  facts  lias  Imtu  obtained  niatin:.'  to  thrsc  pulilications. 

niK   AITKKH(tK<)l(;il   Clim  i.NK  i.i:.- 

••  Tiic  history  of  every  lar:,'c  ami  prosperous  New  Kngland  town  neccs>arily  includes  a  recog- 
nition of  the  local  press,  as  jiotenl  among  the  factors  that  have  inlhienced  its  chftract«r  and 
growth.  Wli.-n  a  town  has  reached  a  certain  stage  of  nmnicipal  tlc\«]opni«iit,  the  local  news- 
paijer  is  sure  to  ajipfar.—  indit'cnous  us  cedars  to  Lcltanon,  and  as  i-hisdy  akin  to  the  commu- 


'  It  was  not  until  llu'  incHcnt  venr,  '.siil,  thai  any  liiformntUtii  iixild  lie  ol.taliud  rclatliiK  to  thU  l*o»t, 
and  as  BO  few  fnctn  were  Kallurdl  r«-Kar.llnK  Us  ••nrller  exlHlemc  It  whs  iltvincil  imiiier  to  rontlnuo 
the  Bketch  HH  given  down  to  tlie  i.ri--eiil  lime.     Us  history  l)elonKB  to  the  oM  town  as  well  as  the  new. 

2  For  the  above  sketch  wc  are  Indehtol  to  Mr.  Kdj^ar  Terry,  former  e<lllor  of  the  (  hkdnki.e,  who 
kindly  prepared  It  for  us.—  KlMTou. 
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nity  it  represents  as  buds  to  the  apple  tree.    Attleborough  offers  no  exception  to  this  law  of 
social  and  material  evolution. 

"  Following  close  upon  the  opening  of  the  Attleborough  Branch  railroad,  and  like  that  enter- 
prise a  resultant  of  the  business  prosperity  that  followed  the  war,  came  the  Attleborough 
Chronicle.  It  was  the  first  paper  whose  form  and  method,  as  well  as  time  of  appearing, 
gave  any  hope  of  permanence  or  prosperity.  In  a  History  of  Attleborough  it  deserves  fitting 
representation,  because  its  own  service  to  the  cause  of  local  history,  in  catching  and  holding 
by  the  '  art  preservative '  the  events  of  recent  years,  has  been  of  the  greatest  value. 

"  In  November  1871  the  idea  occurred  to  Mr.  Walter  Phillips, i  who  was  then  employed  on 
a  Providence  paper,  to  start  a  journal  of  his  own,  and  his  attention  and  choice  were  naturally 
directed  to  Attleborough,  the  birthplace  of  his  wife,'-  and  a  large  and  growing  municipality. 
The  latter  part  of  December  of  that  year.  3Ir.  Phillips  began  a  personal  canvass  of  the  town, 
which  was  continued  by  himself  and  others  until  the  first  of  February  1872.  when  $1,900  had 
been  paid  in  advance  subscriptions.  The  first  paper  was  issued  February  S^'i  1872,  the  type 
being  set  in  a  little  office  near  Ryder's  Hotel,  now  Park  Street  Hotel,  Attleboro',  and  the 
forms  were  sent  to  Providence  and  printed  by  the  Providence  Press  Company.  Pressure  of 
advertising  made  it  necessary  to  enlarge  as  early  as  May  of  that  year. 

'•  On  the  completion  of  Kendall's  Block,  in  Xorth  Attleboro',  the  enlarged  paper  was 
moved  into  the  rooms  in  that  building  now  occupied  by  the  engraving  office  of  Lincoln  & 
Ballon  and  the  Union  Improvement  District  Library.  A  Washington  AVard  press  was  added, 
and  upon  it  Edward  Quinn,  foreman  of  the  office, '  worked'  the  forms.  July  20'h  Mr.  Quinn 
also  became  local  editor,  and  in  August  the  journalistic  force  was  further  augmented  by  the 
employment  of  Mr.  Eugene  K.  Dunbar,  who  came  to  the  work  with  the  collegiate  honors  of 
Brown  University  freshly  upon  him.  August  24"i  the  firm  became  Phillips  &  Dunbar.  Janu- 
ary IS'ii  1873.  Mr.  Phillips  sold  the  paper,  with  the  job  office  connected,  to  Messrs.  Dunbar  it 
Quinn  for  $5,000.  All  the  printing  material  had  been  paid  for  from  the  earnings  of  the  first 
year.  July  1*'  of  that  year  — 1873 — E.  K.  Dunbar  became  sole  editor  and  proprietor,  and  so 
continued  for  nearly  four  years.  During  all  this  period  he  was  assisted  by  Mr.  Eliot  Hunt  as 
local  editor  and  representative  of  the  paper  in  the  village  of  Attleboro'.  To  Mr.  Hunt's  able 
and  conscientious  work  much  of  the  success  of  the  paper  was  owing. 

"March  3'''i  1877,  Mr.  Dunbar  sold  the  paper  to  Mr.  F.  B.  Greene  of  Providence,  son  of 
Prof.  Greene  of  Brown  University,  Eliot  Hunt  of  Attleboro',  and  Edwin  A.  Codding  of  Xorth 
Attleboro'.  The  new  firm  organized  as  F.  B.  Greene  &  Co.,  Mr.  Greene  owning  a  half,  and 
each  of  his  partners  a  quarter,  interest.  Two  years  later,  March  l*t  1879,  Mr.  Hunt  purchased 
the  interest  of  Mr.  Gi'eeue,  and  the  firm  became  Eliot  Hunt  &  Co.  The  business  prospered, 
but  at  the  expense  of  the  health  of  the  senior  proprietor,  who  found  it  necessary  in  the  spring 
of  1881  to  call  editorial  assistance.  He  procured  the  services  of  3Ir.  Edgar  Perry,  like  Mr. 
Dunbar  and  Mr.  Greene,  a  graduate  of  Brown  University.  Mr.  Perry  began  his  duties  March 
8*  1881,  and  a  year  later  was  formally  given  sole  charge  of  its  editorial  and  news  columns. 

•'In  November,  1881.  the  Chroxiclr  moved  into  it*  present  convenient  and  commodious 
rooms  in  Anawan  Block.  December  V^  1882  its  form  was  changed  from  an  eight-column  folio 
to  a  six-column  quarto,  printed  on  tinted  paper,  and  cut  and  pasted. 

"Mr.  Hunt's  journeys  in  quest  of  health  proved  unsuccessful,  and  on  Sunday  morning 
September  8*  1883,  he  passed  peacefully  to  rest  at  his  residence  in  Attleboro'.  Mr.  Hunt's 
administrators  sold  his  three  fourths  interest  in  the  paper,  December  8"i  1883.  to  Edgar  Perry, 
who  in  turn  sold  a  quarter  to  Mr.  William  H.  Barnes,  a  former  foreman  of  the  office,  a  news- 
paper man  of  experience  and  at  that  time  proprietor  of  a  job  printing  office  in  Odd  Fellows 
Building.  The  two  businesses  were  consolidated,  and  the  firm  organized  January  l^t  1881,  as 
Perry,  Barnes  Sc  Co.,  Mr.  Edwin  A.  Codding  still  retaining  his  quarter  interest  in  the  concern. 
April  l8t  1884,  the  Chronicle  was  changed  to  a  semi-weekly,  a  four-page  edition  being 
published  every  Tuesday.  July  13'ii  1886,  Mr.  Barnes  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Codding, 
and  became  equal  partner  with  Mr.  Perry,  the  firm  taking  its  present  style.  Perry  &  Barnes. 


'Xow  general  manager  of  the  United  Press.       -  Miss  Francena  Caprou,  daughter  of  the  late  Virgil 
Capron. 
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'•  I>c(.'Pinlior  S'h  1S8(>.  >l»'->i>.  I'erry  \  l'.;iriic»  loiiinlfil  ami  liavc  since  printcil  al  the  CiiHoN- 
ULE  ortiei-  thrpt'  tliriviii;:  loeal  journal-  for  neiiililioriiiir  towns,  viz.:  —  •  TiiK  liKiiOBom 
Townsman."  •X<»1!T<>n  Miituou."  ami  *  Cumbkklank  Siankaud.'  Tliey  have  <'oiiirilMiteil 
to  Old  Qolony  hi-tory.  •  Historic  Rkkohoth.'  •  IIisroKY  ok  the  ArTLEBORnrt;H  Farm- 
ers ANi>  Mechanics  Association.'  ami  'History  ok  the  Bristol  Cocxty  Acriccl- 
TURAL  Society.' 

••The  ATTi.EMOROl't.ii  <  iiKOMci.K  has  rtMcivcd  an  iniu-iial  share  of  conscientious,  pains- 
takiui:  work  ami  well-directed  enterprist;.  The  high  esteem  in  which  the  citizens  of  Attlehoro' 
and  North  Attlclioro'  regard  it.  is  evidence  that  the  labor  of  those  who  have  advanced  to  larger 
tields  of  journali-iM  and  of  him  whu>e  'lay  closed  so  early,  has  not  failed  of  its  reward."  i 

THE   ATTI.EBoRO   AKVOCATE. 

The  success  of  the  above  enterprise  in  the  newspaper  line  very  i>roliably  marked  liie  way  for 
another  of  the  same  nature,  and  three  years  after  the  Chronicle  started  on  its  prosperous 
career  another  town  publication  made  its  appearance.  The  tirst  issue  of  the  Attleijoro 
Advocate  liore  the  date  of  March  '27.  1ST5.  and  was  published  by  Mr.  T.  S.  Pratt.  On  the 
tenth  of  the  following  May  Mr.  Pratt  and  Mr.  David  S.  Lowe  opened  an  otHce  in  the  building 
now  known  as  Briggs"  Hotel,  on  South  Main  Street.  In  the  latter  part  of  December  of  that 
same  year  the  proprietor*  removeil  their  Itusiuess  to  Dean's  Block  on  Park  Street,  where  it 
was  carried  on  for  nearly  four  years.  On  October  1,  1870,  Mr.  Pratt  sold  his  interest  to  Mr. 
Lowe,  who  soon  increased  the  facilities  of  the  office  by  the  purchase  of  the  large  newspaper 
press  on  which  the  Advocate  is  still  (1887)  printed.  It  was  at  once  apparent  that  steam 
power  was  required  for  the  advantageous  operation  of  this  press,  and  a  move  was  therefore 
made  to  the  upper  floor  of  the  building  long  known  as  the  •'  Steam  Power  Company's  building." 
where  ample  space  and  the  necessary  force  were  obtained  for  carrying  on  the  printing,  while 
the  ottice  still  continued  in  Dean's  Block.  This  arrangement  f<u-  the  presswork  proved  to  be 
un>ati>factory  to  the  tenants  of  the  floors  below  on  account  of  the  "  po%ver  of  the  press"  to 
Jar  the  building  and  another  move  therefore  became  necosary.  This  was  etfectcd  on  January 
1, 1880.  the  entire  llu^iness  going  to  County  Street. 

About  a  year  later,  on  Jamiary  15,  IHsl,  Me>srs.  E.  H.  and  N.  J.  Sweet  purchased  the  busi- 
ness. April  5,  1SS4.  the  jiaper  was  changed  from  a  folio  to  a  (piarto  and  other  changes  were 
made  at  the  same  time  and  many  improvement-  addeil  to  its  makeup.  In  November,  1S'<4.  still 
another  move  was  made — to  the  oftiies  still  occupied  on  South  Main  Street.  Job  B.  Savery 
was  the  tirst  editor  and  agent  of  the  Advocate,  and  the  other  editors  have  been  successively 
Mr.  Carpenter.  C.  M.  Barrows,  N.  A.  Mowton.  and  (ieorge  Randall.  The  latter  assumed  the 
jio-ition  in  Decendier,  1SH4.  and  retained  it  about  four  year-.  lb-  was  previously  the  editor  of 
the  Peahody  Press. 

In  November.  1SH4.  a-  stateil,  a  move  was  made  from  <  ounty  Street  to  the  present  ipiarters 
on  South  Main  Street,  very  near  its  intersection  with  North  Main,  C<iunty,  and  Park  -treets. 
Since  i-oming  here  its  cin-ulation  has  sieailily  increased.  The  new  proiu'ietors  being  enterpris- 
ing men,  they  continually  augment  their  facilities  in  the  joli  de]iartment  of  the  business,  adding 
from  time  to  tinii-  both  to  the  variety  ami  rpiality  of  the  work  they  produce.  .\t  the  time  of  the 
flood  the  Advocatk  ha<l  many  illustrations  of  its  etlects  in  the  various  portions  of  the  town, 
and  was  the  flr-f  paj)er  in  town  to  use  cuts  of  that  kiml  to  any  extent.  The  edition  f«u-  the 
week  of  the  flooil  was  (i,.-|<K),  and  was  very  large  during  the  entire  month. 

In  the  early  autumn  of  1H.S7  an  exirenudy  severe  illui-ss  sustained  by  Mr.  10.  IL  Sweet 
obliged  him  to  relin<|ui-h  all  busines-.  He  left  town  (Ui  the  seveiuh  of  October  of  that  year 
for  southern  ('aliforiMa.  and  the  conduct  of  all  tln'  all'air-  of  liir  e-taldi-hminl   was  assumed 


>  In  May,  li*^,  Mr,  Terry  left  town,  iumI  Mi.  HiinicH  liicaine  sole  cuviicr  oi  the  paper.  Mr.  Hiu'rHl 
Torter,  Jr.,  iis-iniied  the  iMlllorfhlp  Jiii'l  hiiH  rctiiliiecl  the  i)osltl<«ti  ever  slue*-.  In  Nnvenilier,  IKKt,  the 
weekly  pulillcallon  wax  niertfed  lnt<.  ii  iliilly  ami  iit  mire  dlMnintlnucil,  ihe  llr-t  Ishne  of  the  iKiihi 
/■•/iro/iiV/*' liearlnK  date  N«>venil>er  17,  is'.Mt.  In  the  niitninii  of  Issii  the  lui-ltic--  removed  IIm  i|iiiirti;r.s 
to  F:iin  .Slri-et,  nii'l  III  the  latter  part  of  Isifj  to  the  InilldliiK  ""  Hie  »aine  hlreet  formerly  occupied  liy 
y\r.  .Iiilm  r.  Itoniiett.  It  I- coiiiliirled  under  the  name  of  "The  Kvenliig  Clironlcle  Co.,  W.  H.  HnrnCH, 
Manager." 
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by  the  partner  and  brother.  Mr.  X.  J.  Sweet.  Since  then  additional  space  has  been  taken  and 
the  facilities  for  all  kinds  of  printing  have  been  increased,  with  the  result  of  a  decided  growth 
in  the  bnsiness.  The  enterprise  and  energy  displayed  oy  these  latest  partners  have  reaped  an 
abundant  reward  in  the  way  of  present  success  and  of  encouraging  promise  for  the  future. 
The  Advocate  is  popular  and  has  a  very  large  circulation  for  a  town  paper.  Attleborough 
may,  we  think,  safely  challenge  comparison  with  almost  any  town  in  regard  to  her  two  news- 
paper publications,  both  in  character  and  appearauee.i 

ATTLEBOKOUGH  BRANCH   RAILROAD. 

For  many  years  previous  and  up  to  1869-70,  the  only  public  mode  of  conveyance  between  the 
North  and  East  villages  was  by  a  line  of  stages.  These  met  certain  trains  only  in  the  latter 
village,  and  year  by  year  were  proving  to  be  more  and  more  inadequate  to  the  demands  made 
upon  them  by  the  two  villages  and  the  interlying  portions  of  the  town.  The  necessity  for 
more  frequent  and  rapid  communication  in  this  direction  had  therefore  come  to  be  a  widely 
acknowledged  fact.  About  the  beginning  of  the  year  1870,  at  his  request,  several  gentlemen 
met  at  the  residence  of  Handel  X.  Daggett  at  the  Falls  village,  to  consult  upon  a  plan  for  start- 
ing a  railroad  and  to  arrange  for  taking  the  Initial  steps  in  the  enterprise.  This  meeting  was, 
so  far  as  known,  the  real  beginning  of  the  Branch  Road. 

The  plan  matured  proved  to  be  an  admirable  one  and  it  was  promptly  and  ably  executed,  for 
in  less  than  a  year  from  the  above  date  the  road  was  completed  and  in  running  order.  A  peti- 
tion was  drawn  up.  which  was  signed  by  Handel  X.  Daggett,  Henry  F.  Barrows,  and  Stephen 
Richardson,  who  were  made  the  corporators,  and  presented  to  the  Legislature.  This  provided 
for  the  corporators  permission  to  build  the  road  to  unite  with  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail- 
road and  the  Tauuto.'.  Branch  Railroad  at  their  junction  in  Attleborough,  with  power  to  lease 
the  same.  The  capital  stock  was  not  to  exceed  $100,000  and  sliares  were  to  be  §100  each.  This 
petition  passed  the  House  March  12,  1870,  and  the  Senate  on  the  14rth,  being  approved  on  the 
19th  of  the  same  month. 

The  first  meeting  called  by  the  corporation  was  held  in  3Ir.  Rice's  office  at  Xorth  Attle- 
borough on  May  14,  1870.  Besides  the  above-named  petitioners  there  were  present  Dr.  J.  R. 
Bronson,  J.  H.  Sturdy,  and  A.  M.  Ide.  The  charter  and  b\'-]aws  were  accepted  at  an  adjourned 
meeting  held  later  in  the  same  day.  On  June  1  H.  F.  Barrows  was  elected  president, 
J.  R.  Bronson,  clerk,  and  H.  X.  Daggett,  treasurer.  The  first  directors  were  H.  F.  Barrows, 
H.  X.  Daggett,  J.  R.  Bronson,  Stephen  Richardson,  and  A.  A.  Folsom.  On  July  29  It  was 
voted  to  contract  with  E.  G.  Perkins  and  .John  Lynch  to  construct  the  road  for  $40,000,  and  it 
was  to  be  completed  by  the  first  of  Xovember  following.  This  contract  was  carried  out  in 
the  usual  way,  with  some  extra  charges.  In  1871  power  was  granted  to  increase  the  capital  to 
$130,000  and  the  road  was  leased  to  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  for  a  term  of  thirty 
years  from  December  31,  1871. 

The  officers  of  the  first  election  have  continued  in  their  respective  positions  to  the  present 
time,  1887,  and  there  has  been  but  one  change  in  the  board*  of  directors,  O.  M.  Draper  having 
been  elected  in  the  place  of  Stephen  Richardson,  deceased.  The  stock  is  held  almost  entirely 
in  town  and  by  about  thirty-five  persons,  these  being  chiefly  residents  of  Xorth  Attleborough. 
The  road  is  in  good  running  condition  and  prosperous  financially.  The  stock  has  increased 
fully  fifty  per  cent,  in  value  and  therefore  pays  large  dividends  on  its  par  value.     [The  road 


'  Mr.  Randall  retu-ed  from  the  paper  about  August,  1888,  and  in  January  following  Mr.  Mowton 
again  took  the  editorship.  Soon  after  the  departure  of  Mr.  Sweet,  Mr.  William  A.  Sturdy,  of  Chartley, 
entered  the  business  and  in  November,  188S,  the  firm  of  Sweet  &  Sturdy  was  formed.  The  following 
year  it  was  decided  to  establish  a  daily  paper,  and  the  first  issue  of  the  same  bears  the  date  of  Sep- 
tember 3,  1889,  under  the  name  of  the  Attleborough  Daily  Sux.  There  were  306  publications 
during  the  first  year,  with  an  average  daily  number  of  2,205.  Various  "popularity  contests"  were 
started,  and  were  one  of  the  means  of  maintaining  a  large  daily  average  for  quite  a  period. 

The  firm  of  Sweet  &  Sturdy  dissolved  partnership  July  1,  1891.  Mr.  Sweet  leaving  town  at  that  time. 
For  two  months  the  business  was  conducted  under  the  name  of  Willliam  A.  Sturdy,  but  at  that  time, 
September  1,  1891,  Mr.  Mowton  took  control.  The  business  has  passed  into  other  hands,  and  early  in 
1894  Mr.  Mowton  left  town  to  take  a  position  on  a  newspaper  in  Brockton,  this  State. 
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came  uiiiler  the  inaniiireiiUMit  of  tlie  <  >ltl  Colony  Railroad  wlion  that  company  leased  tlie  Boston 
and  Provideiuf  IJailroad.  and  in  turn  un<ler  tiiat  of  the  New  York.  New  Haven  and  Hartford 
Railroad,  which  corporation  has  leased  the  entire  Old  Colony  system.] 

There  are  several  other  organizations  of  varied  nature  in  town,  such  as  the  Attleborough 
Poultry  Club,  organized  in  1884:  the  Attleborough  Kifle  Club;  the  Columbia  Bicycle  Club, 
organized  March  10.  1S81.  etc.  There  are  two  courts  of  the  order  of  Foresters:  Court  Attle- 
borouirh.  No.  T.'2(;0.  orgaui/ed  in  1SS6,  A.  O.  F.,  and  Sarstield  Court.  M.  C.  O.  F. ;  North  Attle- 
borough Branch.  No.  :}T0.  C.  K.  of  A.,  and  Attlelmrough  Cliapter  No.  -JS.  Goldeu  Rule  Alliance. 
The  Norfolk  and  Bristol  Horse  Thief  Detecting  Society  has  a  number  of  members  in  town.  Of 
his  society  J.  W.  Capron  is  treasurer.  C.  S.  Williams  is  agent  at  Attleborough.  and  John  ]?ates 
assistant  agent.  It  is  sai>l  to  have  l)een  organized  April  LS.  1790.  The  Attleborough  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  organized  .lanuary  1.  1S45.  still  contiiuies  its  prosperous  existence, 
with  J.  \\'.  Capron  as  presiilent.  S.  \V.  Carpenter,  treasurer,  and  E.  R.  Read,  secretary.  It  has 
two  agencies  in  town.  North  Attleborough  has  a  Musical  and  Literary  Association,  organized 
in  May,  188"J,  a  Germaiiia  .Singing  Society.  Frohsinn.  incorporated  in  18Ti.  and  three  other 
musical  associations:  namely.  North  Attlel)orough  Cornet  Band,  organized  March  -J-J.  ISTO; 
Lamphier's  Orchestra,  organized  in  ISso;  and  the  North  Attlel)orough  Orchestra.  Attle- 
borough has  Blackinton's  and  Stewartson's  orchestras,  the  latter  organized  in  September. 
ISSl.  At  North  Attlei)orougli  a  newspaper  called  the  ATTi-KnoHonni  Advicrtisicr  is 
published  bi-monthly. 

Another  organization  which  has  come  to  be  very  prominent  has  recently  i>een  formed. 
AI)out  the  time  of  the  division  of  the  town  a  petition  signed  by  about  sixty-seven  citizens  was 
presented  to  the  Legislature  asking  permission  to  form  a  military  company.  This  was  the  first 
among  several  other  petitions  presented  for  the  same  purpose.  It  has  t>een  granted  and  the 
company  duly  formeil.  all  necessary  arrangements  made  for  rooms,  uniforms,  etc..  and  the 
prospects  promise  a  military  organization  which  shall  i)rove  a  great  credit  to  the  new  old  town 
of  Attleborough  (ISST). 

[For  some  years  there  h;ui  been  a  desire  manifest  to  form  a  military  company  in  town,  but 
there  was  no  ojjportuuity  to  carry  suih  a  ilesire  intoertect  unless  it  should  become  an  independ- 
fut  i-ompany.  until  the  year  l.sST.  when,  under  a  new  law.  the  military  force  of  the  State  was 
increased.  In  Chapter  411  of  the  "'  Acts  and  Resolves  of  Massachusetts"  for  that  year.  Section 
22  reads  as  follows:  "In  time  of  peace,  the  volunteer  militia  shall  consist  of  not  more  than 
seventy-two  companies  of  infantry,  three  companies  of  cavalry,  three  batteries  of  light  artil- 
lery, two  corps  of  cadets,  and  a  signal  ami  an  amlmlance  cori>s  to  each  brigade."  Previous  to 
this  time  there  had  l»een  but  -ixty  companies  of  infantry  in  the  Slate.  George  .\.  Adams.  Esi|.. 
O.  P.  Richardson,  Jr.,  and  some  few  others  were  the  prime  mover>  in  this  matter.  an<l  through 
their  ellorts  the  way  was  paved  for  active  measures  to  be  taken. 

A  preliminary  meeting  was  held  in  F2ngine  Hall,  (Jctobcr  5,  1SS7.  .V  temporary  organiza- 
tion was  etlected  with(i.  ,\.  Ailanis  as  <aptain.  T.  K.Gayaslirst  lieutenant,  ami  <J.  P.  liichard- 
son,  Jr..  second  lieutenant,  and  si.ifty-four  men  were  enrolled  as  members.  The  neiessary 
petition  was  framed  and  »cnt  to  the  Adjutanf-<ieneral  of  the  State.  On  Octolter  27  .\djutant- 
<ieneral  Dalton  inspected  the  petitioners  at  (i.  .\.  R.  Hall,  and  tli(>  compuny  wa«  uotitied  to  meet 
later  on  at  Park  Hall  to  be  nmstered  into  service.  This  wa^  done  Novemlu-r  is.  1SS7,  by  Colonel 
Bancroft  of  the  Fifth  Reu'iinenl,  to  which  the  <;ompany  had  been  assigned,  and  they  were 
thenceforth  to  be  known  a«  Company  1.  Fifth  Regiment.  M.  V.  M.  Tlie  names  of  the  original 
meniberH  of  the  company  are  as  follows:  — 

<J.  .V.  A<lam-.  Charles  ,\llen.  W.  B.  .Mien, 

George  L.  Pullard.  K.  H.  Hriggs.  A.  S.  Blacklnlon,  Jr., 

Bradford  Ihillock,  W.  H.  Mlis«.  <  .  T.  Itun. 

C.  K.  Hriggs.  H.  .\.<lark.  .1.  1>.  (  hll-oM. 

F.  I{.  KldrhlKe,  A.  (i.  Fuller.  C.  F.  Forrester. 

T.  K.  Gay,  F.  C.  (iray.  \.  A.  (iuild. 

E.  L.  Gowen.  L.  F.  (ioll.  ^^  •  1 1.  <ioll. 

<).  \V.  Hawkins,  ,\.  .S.  Ingraliam.  I..  It.  Kin-man. 

F.  E.  Keeler.  <  >.  .\ .  Kni-lil.  1>.  I..  I.owe. 
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J.  H.  Lewis,  H.  C.  Luther,  F.  L.  Morse. 

W.  T.  Mason,  Eugene  Martin,  R.  D.  Manchester, 

Samuel  McCartney,  T.  T.  McAdams.  G.  C.  Parker, 

A.  W.  Parmenter,  G.  A.  Pierce.  H.  R.  Packard, 

G.  F.  Power,  O.  P.  Richardson,  A.  M.  Ricliards, 

C.  F.  Rhodes.  C.  E.  Richards,  O.  A.  Richardson, 

C.  H.  Swift,  G.  E.  Snow.  G.  H.  Sykes, 

C.  A.  Sturdy.  David  Smiley,  F.  E.  Smith, 
F.  E.  Tripp,  E.  A.  Taylor.  J.  F.  Woodard, 

D.  E.  Wilmarth,  G.  O.  Wilraarth,  M.  L.  Wood, 

E.  F.  Young. 

On  February  27,  1888,  the  following  were  added  to  the  above  number  h\  being  mustered 
in :  — 

F.  E.  Allen,  O.  P.  Bliss.  J,  E.  Pagney. 

F.  C.  Power,  I.  W.  Smith,  George  White. 

The  first  commissioned  officers  were  :  — 

Captain,  William  H.  Gofi". 

First  Lieutenant.  George  A.  Adams. 

Second  Lieutenant,  O.  P.  Richardson,  Jr. 

The  first  non-commissioned  officers  appointed  by  the  captain  were :  — 
First  Sergeant,  Fred.  L.  Morse.  Corporals. 

Second  Sergeant,  Herbert  A.  Clark,  Frank  E.  Keeler, 

Third  Sergeant,  Thomas  K.  Gay.  George  H.  Sykes, 

Fourth  Sergeant,  D.  E.  Wilmarth,  Amos  S.  Blackinton, 

Fifth  Sergeant,  Clarence  E.  Richards.  Charles  A.  Sturdy. 

At  its  first  inspection  Company  I  took  the  highest  place,  and  has  stood  Xumber  1  ever 
since,  maintaining  the  same  high  standard  in  all  respects  and  everywhere.  Its  record  in  camp 
has  been  wellnigh  perfect,  and  it  has  "  never  had  a  man  in  the  guard  house."  The  Fifth 
Regiment  attended  the  celebration  in  Xew  York  attendant  upon  the  one  hundredth  anniversary 
of  the  inaugural  of  Washington,  and  was  the  recipient  of  very  high  compliments  from  the 
City  of  New  York.  This  regiment  presented  the  appearance  of  regulars  and  was  the  "  only 
regiment  in  the  U.  S.  that  marched  24  file  front."'  At  the  Cotton  Centennial  celebration 
in  Pawtucket  in  the  autumn  of  1890,  to  which  Company  I  was  specially  invited,  it  was  the 
only  company  in  the  procession  which  marched  with  the  *'  file  front  of  regulars,"  and  with 
every  eye  looking  straight  ahead.  Much  praise  has  been  bestowed  upon  this  company,  and 
justly,  for  the  men  have  labored  diligently  to  acquire  the  military  knowledge  and  technique 
necessary  to  place  them  where  they  desired  to  be  —  in  the  front  ranks  of  militia  companies. 
The  "  drill  squad  "  deserves  special  praise  for  its  attainments  in  the  line  of  what,  for  want 
perhaps  of  the  proper  military  term,  we  must  call  fancy  drilling.  In  the  intricate  and  artistic 
movements  involved  in  this  style  of  drill  the  men  seem  to  have  reached  almost  perfection, 

A  high  compliment  was  bestowed  upon  Company  I,  and  through  it  upon  the  town,  by  the 
order  which  dii'ected  that  the  regimental  "Field  Day  "  manuiuvres  for  1890  should  be  conducted 
here.  Under  the  orders  issued  it  was  impossible  for  the  citizens  of  the  town  to  ofler  the 
regiment  any  entertainment  in  the  way  of  a  collation,  but  what  could  be  done  by  them  was 
done.  A  large  number  offered  themselves  as  soldiers  for  the  day  to  "acton  the  defensive." 
The  threatening  weather  of  the  eighth  of  October  prevented  many  from  presenting  themselves 
at  the  appointed  rendezvous,  but  the  well-planned  defence  was  carried  out  nevertheless  by  the 
small  number  who  were  actively  engaged  under  the  command  of  Major  Horton.  The  attack 
was  directed  by  Colonel  Bancroft  and  the  result  was  a  foregone  conclusion,  as  of  course  the 
town  had  to,be  taken,  but  it  was  some  hours  before  the  regiment  was  victorious.  The  fighting 
was  in  the  vicinity  of  Dodgeville,  chiefly  to  the  east  of  that  village,  and  the  limit  of  the  i)attle 
was  Maple  Street:  when  the  regiment  should  have  driven  its  enemies  to  the  north  of  that  point, 
the  houses  south  of  it  being  captured,  all  hostilities  were  to  cease.    There  were  some  brilliant 
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inanu-uvro,  ^oiiie  ^h:irp  >kirnii>lu'>.  iiiul  a  iVw  <"i>ii:ilties.  or  the  semlilance  of  Midi,  l>ut  for- 
tiinalely  no  >erious  at'iiik-iits.  A  small  mnuber  of  prisoners  were  taken  by  Conipany  1  with 
great  dittieulty —especially  in  the  case  of  E.  C.  Martin  — some  woiimls  (to  garments)  were 
sustained,  the  necessary  surgeon  iieing  found  in  a  neighlioring  kitchen,  and  some  refreshments 
stored  for  the  use  of  one  party  fell  into  the  hamls  <>f  another;  notably  some  kegs  were  discov- 
ered and  seized  by  some  scouting  party,  det-larcd  ••  contralKind,"  and  the  contents  were  iimnt- 
diately  approi>riated  by  the  captors. 

It  having  become  known  that  the  State's  provision  of  amnuinitiou  would  be  inadequate  tor 
the  requirements  of  Field  Day,  it  was  decided  thai  a  proper  amount  shoulil  be  presented  to 
the  regiment.  To  that  end  eight  gentlemen  of  the  town  sidiscribed  twenty-live  dollars  each^ 
and  the  supply  thu>  tibtained  proving  to  be  more  than  sutHcient  for  the  various  encounters  of 
the  day,  after  the  battle  was  over  the  regiment  drew  up  in  line  on  Maple  Street  and  disposed 
of  what  was  left  in  an  exhibition  of  brilliant  tiring.  They  then  marched  to  the  common, 
where  preparations  for  dress  paraile  were  made.  A  line  of  march  through  some  of  the  princi- 
pal streets  of  the  village  was  followed,  the  route  ending  via  South  Main  Street  to  the  field  east 
of  it  and  south  of  Maple  Street,  which  had  l)ccn  selected  as  the  place  for  the  tiual  exercises. 
Halting  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  John  ('.  Cununings,  Company  I  moved  forward  on  to  the  lawn 
and  received  a  handsome  silk  national  flag.  This  was  presented  by  the  members  of  the  Rail 
and  Mallet  Club,  a  social  organization  of  ladies,  who  in  this  jjleasant  deed  were  most  heartily 
and  materially  assisted  by  their  husbands.  The  pride  in  and  the  appreciation  of  the  company's 
success  thus  voice<l  by  a  few  would  no  doubt  be  concurred  in  by  the  entire  town.  Following 
this  presentation  was  that  of  a  beautiful  bouquet  by  one  of  our  most  (diarming  young  ladies  to 
Company  M,  of  Hudson,  who  won  this  complinient  by  presenting  the  best  api)earance  of  any 
company  on  the  march.  Dress  (larailc  brought  the  military  exercises  to  a  close,  and  the  regi- 
ment left  town  expressing  themselves  as  well  pleased  with  their  reception  and  with  the 
success  of  the  day.  The  streets  from  an  early  hour  were  filled  with  an  eager,  interested 
crowd  of  people  from  everywhere  in  the  entire  vicinity,  to  many  of  whom  it  was  no  doubt 
in  its  way  the  day  of  their  lifetime,  and  to  all  of  whom  it  nmst  have  been  one  of  unusual 
gratitication.  Clouds  threatened  all  ilay  but  withheld  an  outburst,  commencing  only  to  let 
down  gentle  showers  when  the  parade  was  nearly  over.  Fields  were  wet  and  streets  were 
muddy,  but  otherwise  little  was  left  to  be  desired,  and  the  Field  Day  of  October  8,  IStK),  may 
be  recalled  with  a  good  (h.'gree  of  satisfaction. 

As  has  been  stated.  Conipany  I  held  the  lir>t  i)lacc  in  the  reginicnl  Iroiii  the  coinmonceiiient 
of  its  career  and  continued  to  do  so  for  years.  This  was  largely  attributeii  to  the  fa'-t  that  but 
few  changes  had  occurred  in  its  ranks,  and  long  practice  together  had  enabled  the  men  to  reach 
their  high  degree  of  perfection.  The  term  of  enlistment  for  many  of  the  men  expired  in  tSflO, 
and  mimbers  of  these  did  not  rei-nlist,  their  places  being  tilled  by  recruits.  It  was  therefftre 
confidently  expected,  from  the  very  iiatiir*!  of  the  case,  that  the  amuial  inspection  for  that  year 
would  show  the  standard  of  the  company  to  be  lowered.  When  results  showetl  to  the  con- 
trary it  was  a  surprise  and  gratitication  to  everyone  interested.  The  now  men  proved  them- 
selves to  be  truly  loyal  to  the  inten-sts  of  the  i-ompanv .  They  seemed  to  consider  themselves 
in  large  measure  responsible  for  its  position  the  ensuing  year,  and  that  they  worked  with  the 
will  which  paves  the  way  to  success  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  C()mpany  I  still  continued  to 
hold  it«  high  rank.  This  statement  in  no  wise  derogates  the  work  of  the  old  men,  or  detracts 
from  its  importance;  new  men  and  old  striving  harmoniously  together  accomplished  what 
neither  coidd  have  done  alone.  The  anxiously-lo<jked-for  inspection  occurred  February  !).  IMOl, 
at  Armory  Hall,  rierce's  Ulock,  the   headquarters  of  the  company,     .Major  (takes  was   the 

inspecting  officer,  and  his  worcls   to  the  com])any  on  that  < a>ion,  though  brief,  contain  ii 

lengthy  meaning:  "  I  thought  a  year  ago  that  the  company  di<l  finely,  but  to-night's  juMfiUMU- 
ance  excels  that  record.  I  never  saw  a  company  in  such  excellent  <(»ndilion  in  my  life  as  1  linil 
Company  I  tliix  evening.  No  company  in  the  Slate  is  its  superior,  and  1  believe  there  are  few 
companicH  in  this  country  so  well  posted  in  all  the  duties  of  the  soldier  as  Company  I  of  Attle- 
boro."  We  can  easily  panlonlhe  "  Irregularity  *'  <lispla>ed  by  an  inspecting  ollici  r  in  spi'iiking 
to  a  company  of  the  results  of  their  work,  when  he  uses  expressions  of  such  high  praise  as 
these,  and  to  citizens  of  our  town. 

It  may  serve  \i>  slio\\  more  clearly  the  real  position  the  i-oiiip:iii\  has  :iitaiiicd  if  a  few  ti^'iircs 
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of  tbis  inspection  of  1891  are  given.  The  men  were  examined  and  marked  for  sixteen  difter- 
eut  things.  In  eleven  of  tliese  they  were  perfect,  and  in  tlie  remaining  five  verj'  nearly  so,  as 
they  received  G94  points  out  of  a  possible  TOO.  Considerable  interest  has  been  taken  in  rifle 
practice,  and  the  results  may  be  seen  in  the  following  report  of  Lieutenant  R.  B.  Edes,  the 
regimental  inspector  of  rifle  practice,  for  work  done  during  the  year  1891 :  "  Company  I  of 
Attleboro  qualified  its  full  complement  of  Gl  men,  and  made  a  record  for  itself  which  will  be 
hard  to  equal  and  diflicult  to  excel.  To  accomplish  this  remarkable  feat  the  hardest  and  most 
persistent  work  was  required  of  officers  and  men,  and  they  are  deserving  of  the  highest  credit 
for  making  such  a  glorious  record,  never  before  equalled  by  a  company  of  this  regiment  and 
seldom  by  any  militia  organization.  By  its  brilliant  record  in  marksmanship,  Company  I  has 
well  earned  the  title  of  the  '  Shooting  company '  of  the  5th  regiment.  To  Capt.  Goft"  and 
Lieut.  Adams  the  thanks  of  the  department  are  tendered  for  the  indefatigable  efforts  put  forth 
by  them  in  placing  their  command  in  the  proud  position  it  now  holds." 

The  high  point  reached  continues  to  be  maintained,  and  great  credit  is  due  both  officers  and 
men  for  this  fact,  for  no  amount  of  ability  to  command  on  the  part  of  the  former  could  have 
availed  without  the  hearty  inclination  to  obey  on  the  part  of  the  latter.  Company  T  has  been 
unusually  fortunate  in  both  these  directions.  One  who  has  now  retired  from  the  company 
deserves  special  praise.  He  was  foremost  and  essential  in  the  work  of  its  organization.  His 
aim  was  to  make  the  company  a  credit  to  itself  and  to  the  community,  and  he  was  wise  and 
efficient  in  carrying  out  all  plans  tending  towards  its  realization,  ably  seconding  the  men  in  all 
their  advancing  eftbrts,  and  never  satisfied  until  they  were  successful  in  reaching  the  high 
standard  set.  His  ability  and  faithfulness  were  recognized  and  appreciated  by  the  entire  com- 
pany, and  it  was  with  great  reluctance  and  only  after  several  repetitions  that  they  suffered  the 
resignation  of  Lieutenant  George  A.  Adams  to  be  accepted. 

The  officers  for  1893  were  as  follows :  — 

Captain,  William  H.  Gofl". 

First  Lieutenant,  Herbert  A.  Clark. 

Second         „         George  H.  Sykes. 

First  Sergeant,  Walter  T.  Mason. 

Sergeants. 
Charles  A.  Richardson,  E.  H.  Briggs, 

Frank  C.  Gray,  David  L.  Lowe. 

Corporals. 

A.  H.  Carpenter,  Otis  F.  Hicks, 

Fred.  W.  Xorthup,  Wilbur  S.  Stowe, 

Fred.  Wilmarth.  Joseph  H.  Williams. i] 

ELECTRIC   STREET  RAILWAYS. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  division  of  the  town  the  question  as  to  the  advisability  of  starting 
an  electric  street  railway  company  and  the  practicability  of  building  such  a  road  was  mooted. 
After  considerable  discussion  a  riuml)er  of  gentlemen,  chiefly  of  this  town,  decided  to  embark 
in  such  an  enterprise  and  subscribed  the  amount  of  money  required  by  law  to  start  it.  They 
in  the  early  autumn  of  1887  organized  as  the  Attleborough,  Xorth  Attleborough,  and  Wren- 
tham  Street  Railway  Company,  with  the  following  gentlemen  as  directors:  H.  G.  Bacon,  Peter 
Nerney,  C.  L.  Watson,  J.  E.  Draper,  H.  M.  Daggett,  Jr.,  W.  M.  Fisher,  and  F.  L.  Burden. 
The  projected  route  was  to  be  from  the  Park-street  railroad  crossing  in  Attleborough  through 
Park  and  North  Main  streets  in  that  village;  through  North  Avenue  and  High  Street  to  North 
Attlel)orough;  through  Elm,  Washington,  and  South  streets  to  School  Street,  in  Plainville, 
including  a  distance  of  six  miles.    The  convenience  of  such  a  means  of  frequent  and  rapid 


^  A  very  high  compliment  has  recently  been  paid  to  Company  I.  By  order  of  the  Adjutant-General 
the  six  Galling  guns  belonging  to  the  State  militia  have  been  removed  from  the  batteries  and  placed 
with  infantry  companies.    One  of  these  was  assigned  to  and  has  been  received  by  Company  I. 


4")(»  A   SKETCH  OF  THE 

conveyance  must  at  once  l)C  realized  ami  acknowieilirctl.  and.  once  established,  would  become 
more  and  mure  an  ever-increasini;  necessity  to  all  within  its  reach.  It  is  to  l)e  hoped  that  the 
plans  of  these  gentlemen  will  meet  with  a  si)eedy  consummation  and  the  electric  railway  soon 
be  constructeil. 

[Work  was  commenced  on  this  railway  in  July.  18S'.».  and  it  was  practically  completed  in  the 
followini;  October.  Durinir  the  three  days  of  the  Agricultural  Fair,  which  was  held  about  the 
middle  of  September  that  year,  cars  were  run  from  the  village  of  Attleborough  to  the  grounds 
with  horses,  and  large  niiml)crs  of  passengers  were  carried.  The  road  was  entirely  completed 
early  in  th»  following  spring,  and  electric  cars  commenced  runinng  ApiMI  5.  1890.  The  roail  is 
operated  by  the  Thomsun-IIouston  system.  The  capital  was  ^sdO.OOO  and  the  number  of  stock- 
holders eighteen.  First  mortgage  bonds  were  issued  to  the  amount  of  ^.ifl.OOO.  The  cost  of 
construction  was  $(J!t.T3<>.91 :  the  cost  of  e(iuipmcnt.  s4.").9.')T.-29 ;  the  total,  ^n.i.H94.'20.  The 
legal  expenses  were  §8.T9"2.13.  During  the  first  six  months  after  the  road  regularly  commenced 
operations  7.702  trips  were  made,  covering  a  distance  of  over  92,-100  miles;  the  number  of  pay 
passengers  was  4t'>l.»)92,  ami  of  free  passengers  4.0-21,  making  a  total  of  405,713.  The  number 
of  regular  employees  was  fourteen.  Before  the  close  of  the  year  some  changes  were  made  in 
the  board  of  directors  under  which  the  road  was  constructed  and  commenced  operations,  and 
the  stock  owned  by  the  gentlemen  who  left  the  board  was  transferred  to  other  hands;  but  in 
January,  1891,  the  officers  were  as  follows:  Presi<lent.  Winlhrop  Coffin,  of  Boston;  Superin- 
tendent, George  A.  Murch,  of  Attleborough:  Treasurer  and  Clerk,  Alfred  A.  Glasser.  of 
Boston;  Directors,  Winthrop  Coffin  and  \V.  I?.  Ferguson,  of  Boston;  Peter  Xerney  and 
Homer  M.  Daggett,  Jr..  of  Attleborough;  J.  E.  Draper,  of  Xorth  Attleborough;  George 
Demarest,  of  Plainville;  and  George  W.  Manstield,  of  Melrose,  this  State. 

This  first  enterprise  proved  so  successful  that  soon  others  of  a  like  nature  were  contem- 
plated, and  two  connecting  electric  roads  were  projected  un<ler  the  titles  of  the  Interstate  and 
the  People's  lines.  The  i)roposed  routes  were  as  follows:  the  Interstate  from  the  Wamsutta 
House  corner  in  North  Attleiiorough,  through  Washington  Street  south  to  a  point  near  the 
residence  of  the  late  George  B.  llichanls.  thence  over  the  "  Uld  Post  Road"  through  the  vil- 
lages of  "West  and  South  Attleboruugii  to  Barrows'  Tavern,  thence  over  Washington  Street  — 
or  the  turnpike  —  again  to  Pawtucket.  returning  over  Central  Avenue  through  Seekonk  or 
over  the  "(Create  Plainc"  to  Ilebronville;  the  People's  from  Park-street  railroad  crossing 
(east  side)  through  Union  or  Pine  Street,  crossing  to  South  Main  and  through  Dodgeville  and 
Hebronville.  meeting  the  Interstate  at  that  i)lace.  The  latter  never  matured,  and  the  entire 
road  was  constructed  by  the  Interstate  Company.  The  line  followed  was  through  Pine  and 
Orange  streets  to  South  Main  and  thence  through  the  two  villages  named  to  Pawtucket. 

Work  on  the  Interstate  line  was  commenced  in  Ai)ril.  ls91.  and  was  so  far  completed  as  to 
be  open  for  tratlic  on  July  17.  is92,  ami  Ihroiigh  to  I'awtuckct  on  the  23d.  Two  cars  were 
run  from  North  Attleborough  to  OMtown  (West  Attleborough)  on  August  13,  1892.  The 
promotion  of  this  enterprise  was  watched  with  great  interest  by  the  people  of  this  village  and 
South  Attleborough,  and  the  appearance  of  the  first  cars  over  the  road  was  the  signal  for  a 
jjublic  dcfmoiistration  after  the  true  American  fashion  —  bell-ringing,  fireworks,  etc.  The 
portion  of  the  route  toward  Attleborough  was  ready  for  tr;iffi<'  October  1.").  1892.  and  on 
November  1  following  the  comi)any  was  rutming  one  car  at  the;  other  end,  from  Attleborough 
to  Ilebronville;  ami  on  December  4  cars  comim-nccd  running  between  those  two  villag<!s,  con- 
necting with  cars  from  Pawtucket.  For  sonic  time  a  change  of  cars  at  Ilebronville  was  neces- 
sary, as  the  Interstate  i-ould  not  cross  the  Old  <'olony  line  at  grade.  Later  that  grade-crossing 
waH  abolished  and  the  (dd  town  roail  closed  at  that  point,  the  depot  at  Ilebronville.  A  bridge 
wa.->  built  o\er  the  railroa<l  tracks  a  numiter  of  rods  to  the  east  and  the  town  road  changed,  its 
was  necesHjiry.  Over  this  road  the  Interstate  tra<'ks  were  laid  and  passengers  enabled  to  ride 
through  to  Pawtucket  without  change. 

The  capital  stock  of  this  cor|.oralioii  is  i?3t)2,r)00.  a  liltle  i ■«■  lliaii  li;ilf  of  wlii<'h  i-  owned 

in  Attleborough  and  North  .Mlieborough.  The  ollicers  lirst  elected  were :  President.  H.  M. 
Daggett.  .Ir..  Attlel>orou;rh ;  Treanurer.  W.  N.  Otis;  Proviiieiice:  <'lerk,  George  K.  Webster, 
Fast  Providence;  Director-,  H.  M.  Daggett.  Jr..  W.  N.oiis.  II.  W.  Harvey.  Fast  Providence: 
\\'illiam  A.  Walton,  Providence;  W.  II.  Haskell,  Pawtucket;  Peter  Nerney,  Attleborough: 
C.  T.  Guild.   North   .Vttleborouu'h ;   George  Demarest.   Wrentham.  and   F.  (  .   Dul>ois.   Fast 
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Providence.  These  are  the  same  at  the  present  time  —  December,  1893,  —  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Demarest.  The  oiHcers  of  the  Attleboroujrh,  North  Attleborough  &  Wrenthani  Street 
Railway  Company  are  the  same  as  above,  with  the  exception  of  C.  T.  Guild,  who  is  its  cleric. 
The  superintendent  <if  the  system  is  Eli  AV.  Adams.  On  July  1,  1893,  the  Interstate  Street 
Railway  Company  acquired  all  the  rights,  franchises,  and  pi-operty  of  the  Attleborough,  North 
Attleborough  it  Wrenthani  Street  Railway  Company,  and  since  that  time  the  roads  have  been 
run  as  one  system.  The  Interstate  Company  has  also  purchased  a  large  per  cent,  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  North  Attleborough  Steam  and  Electric  Company,  which  was  incorporated  April 
2. 1886.    Most  of  its  officers  are  gentlemen  connected  with  the  purchasing  company. 

The  following  words  are  those  of  one  who  has  been  interested  in  this  enterprise  from  the 
outset.  They  show  a  little  of  what  has  already  been  done  and  of  what  it  is  hoped  may  soon 
be  accomplished :  — 

'■  The  United  Electric  Traction  Co.  of  New  Jersey,  who  own  the  Union  R.  R.  Co.  and  the 
Pawtucket  St.  Ry.  Co.,  have  made  overtures  to  buy  the  control  of  the  Interstate  Co.  but  the 
trade  has  not  been  consummated.  The  relations  between  the  two  roads  undoubtedly  will  be 
harmonious,  and  persons  can  at  present  ride  on  the  Electric  Cars  from  Plainville  in  the  Town 
of  Wrentham  to  Bullock's  Point  in  the  Town  of  East  Prov.  (24  miles)  or  from  Attleboro  to 
Roger  Williams  Park  or  Pawtuxet.  Through  the  extension  of  the  Electric  Lines  by  the 
United  Traction  Co.  it  is  supposed  that  by  Oct.  '94,  persons  can  ride  from  Wrenthani  to 
Phu-nix  by  Electric  cars.  Franchises  have  also  been  granted  for  a  line  from  Pawtucket  to 
Woonsocket.  which  may  be  built  during  the  next  year.  The  number  of  passengers  carried 
from  Sept.  30'h,  '92  to  Sept.  30'h,  "93  was  1,710,135. 

'•  During  the  Summer  of  '93  much  improvement  has  been  shown  in  real  estate  along  the  line 
of  the  Electric  Road,  one  new  house  having  been  built  in  Oldtown,  the  first  for  30  years.  A 
Post  Office  has  been  established  tliere,  and  along  a  portion  of  the  road  a  tract  of  land  has  been 
laid  out  into  house  lots  and  43  lots  have  been  sold  to  persons  who  intend  building.  In  So. 
Attleboro  there  has  been  much  improvement  and  7  new  houses  have  been  erected,  and  a  large 
addition,  to  Coupe's  Tannery  nearly  doubling  its  capacity  has  been  erected.  The  Town  has 
constructed  vt'ater  works  at  this  place  and  new  pipes  have  been  laid  through  the  village.  A 
park  has  been  laid  out  at  Walnut  Grove  which  is  on  high  ground  and  commands  an  extensive 
view.  It  is  a  very  lovely  spot  and  much  appreciated  by  the  persons  who  can  reach  it  by  the 
Electric  cars  on  the  Line  from  Attleboro  to  Pawtucket.  The  same  can  be  said  as  to  the 
improvement  of  real  estate  in  Attleboro  along  the  line  of  the  Road.  There  have  been  erected 
this  year  14  dwelling  houses,  a  large  farm  has  been  laid  out  into  house  lots  and  streets,  and  the 
widening  of  streets  has  begun.  In  the  Town  of  Seekonk  through  which  we  run  for  about  one 
mile,  there  have  been  3  new  houses  built  and  much  improvement  in  the  value  of  land.  In 
the  City  of  Pawtucket  between  Cottage  St.  and  Central  Ave.  in  the  tract  contiguous  to  our 
Line  there  have  been  erected  more  than  70  dwelling  houses  and  2  large  manufactories  estab- 
lished along  the  line,  and  the  price  of  real  estate  is  much  improved. 

•'  The  whole  idea  of  the  projectors  has  not  been  carried  out.  It  was  anticipated  that  they 
would  have  a  line  of  their  own  in  to  Prov.  and  that  through  cars  could  be  run,  and  also  that 
express  cars  could  be  attached  to  the  passenger  cars  thus  doing  an  express  business  which 
would  greatly  add  to  the  facilities  for  doing  business  in  the  Towns  of  Attleboro.  No.  Attleboro 
and  Plainville  which  are  now  served  only  by  one  Co.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  the 
express  business  can  be  commenced  by  making  an  arrangement  with  the  Union  Line  from 
Pawtucket  to  Providence. 

•'  The  total  investment  for  the  whole  enterprise  up  to  date  is  about  $800,000.00."  (December, 
1893.) 

[The  early  history  of  this  great  enterprise  is  like  that  of  many  another  of  a  similar  nature,  and 
its  experiences  much  the  same.  Opposition,  criticism,  hindrances,  and  delays  without  num- 
ber had  to  be  met  and  overcome,  but  the  figures  given  show  that  the  public  —  the  great  arbiter 
—  at  once  set  its  seal  of  approval  upon  the  scheme,  and  in  no  uncertain  manner,  by  its  daily, 
general  use  of  the  line.  Much  had  been  accomplished  toward  placing  the  undertaking  upon  a 
firm  basis,  and  matters  looked  promising  for  permanent  success,  when  in  the  autumn  of  1893 
such  serious  financial  troubles  overtook  the  company  as  to  necessitate  the  appointment  of  a 
receiver.    Added  to  this  misfortune,  on  the  night  of  January  1,  1894,  the  power-house  —  the 
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old  Farmers'  mill—  \v:i>  p:irti:illy  ili'>tri>yiil  liy  tiro,  the  \:ilii:il>le  machinery  beins.' eousiderably 
injiireil.  EtTorts  were  immeiliately  maile  to  temporarily  obtain  jyower  elsewhere,  but  imsuecess- 
fuliy.  and  the  tinaneial  conditions  of  both  the  power  and  railway  companies  have  caused  com- 
plicatious  which  could  not  be  adjusted  without  delay.  Meanwhile,  being  deprived  for  a  time  of 
this  very  convenient  and  inexpeusixc  means  of  trans|)ortation,  people  beiriu  to  fully  realize 
^Yhat  an  accommodation  it  was  and  how  much  depemlence  had  been  placed  upon  it. 

The  idea  of  this  scheme  of  electrii-  railways  in  our  vicinity  orii,Muated  with  Mr.  Homer  M. 
DaiTirett.  Jr.,  and  he  has  iroue  steadily  and  imflinchinirly  on.  jjushiuir  forward  as  far  as  possible 
toward  completion  the  plans  formed  l>y  himself  and  others,  in  the  face  of  obstacles  which  would 
have  daunted  any  man  with  one  jot  less  of  perseverance,  determination,  untirintr  energy,  and 
active  resource  than  himself.  There  can  be  but  one  wish  expressed  — that  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess to  a  project  which  promises  as  this  does  so  nmch  real  benetit  to  both  the  Attleborouirhs, 
and  included  in  that  success  jirosiierity  both  to  the  originator  and  all  others  among  our 
citizens  who  have  done  all  they  could  with  name  and  money  to  advance  its  interests. 

The  property  of  the  power  company  has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  W.  II.  Haskell,  of  Paw- 
tucket,  and  the  station  is  in  process  of  reconstruction.  A  day  for  the  sale  of  the  electric  road 
has  been  several  times  appointed,  and  several  times  postponed,  and  at  the  present  writing  the 
sale  has  not  been  consummated  —  July  •_*.  1894.]  [The  station  has  been  completed,  and  at  a 
special  meeting  the  town  of  Attleborough  voted  nearly  s;5,000  for  street  lights  for  the  coming 
year.    The  afl'airs  of  the  electric  road  are  as  yet  unchanged.  September  20.  1S94.] 
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CHAPTER    XV. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 


PEREZ  BRADFORD  was  a  great-graudsou  of.  Governor  Bradford.  In  his 
father's  family  there  were  nine  sons,  and  in  the  year  1720  these  nine 
brothers,  "  all  men  of  high  personal  character,"  were,  with  their  families, 
living  in  the  town  of  Kingston,  Mass.  One  of  these.  Major  William  Brad- 
ford, was  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Lieutenant  Sam- 
uel Bradford  was  his  father.  His  mother  was  Hannah  Rogers,  daughter  of 
John  Rogers,  of  Duxbury,  this  State,  in  which  place  Mr.  Bradford  had  settled. 
Mr.  Rogers  was  at  one  time  a  resident  of  Barrington,  R.  I.,  Mount  Hope 
Neck.  Hannah  Rogers  Bradford  was  great-granddaughter  of  the  famous 
John  Alden  who  tried  to  woo  the  Puritan  maiden  Priscilla  for  his  friend,  the 
doughty  Miles  Standish,  and  to  his  surprise — but  evident  satisfaction  —  won 
her  for  himself. 

Perez  Bradford  was  third  in  a  family  of  seven  children  and  was  born  in 
Duxbury  in  1694.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1713.  About  1717 
he  was  a  resident  of  Kingston  and  probably  lived  upon  his  grandfather's 
estate  there.  Nothing  appears  to  be  known  of  his  wife  beyond  her  name, 
which  was  Abigail  BaLch^-^In  1732  the  records  show  that  he  was  living  in 
Milton,  for  at  thai  umehe  and  two  cousins  became  administrators  of  the 
estate  of  his  grandfather,  John  Rogers.  He  was  there  also  a  year  later,  for 
on  July  16,  1733,  his  mother,  "  Hannah  Bradford,  a  widow,  of  Duxbury,  in 
consideration  of  £500,  conveyed  to  him  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land  in 
Swansea."  This  (Barriugton)  was  formerly  the  homestead  of  his  maternal 
grandfather.  September  6,  174.5,  Mr.  Bradford  was  living  on  this  homestead 
in  Swansea,  for  at  that  time  he  bought  the  homestead  of  Benjamin  Wise  in  this 
town  —  containing  seventy  acres  and  an  additional  tract  of  fifty  acres  —  for 
the  sum  of  £1,300. 

Immediately  after  this  he  removed  to  this  town  and  in  the  following  spring 
was  chosen  a  representative  to  the  General  Court.  On  the  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  he  was  elected  one  of  the  Council  and  took  his  seat  as  a  member 
the  last  Wednesday  of  May,  1746.  He  died  on  the  nineteenth  da}'  of  the 
following  June. 

Mr.  Bradford  had  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  One  of 
these  daughters,  Hannah,  married  Jabez  Gay,  a  man  prominent  in  the  town, 
April  30,  1746. 

In  the  old  burying  ground  at  West  Attleborough  are  two  gravestones, 
inscribed  as  follows  :  — 
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"  In  ineniory  of  Hon.  Porez  linulford.  wlio  depaittMl  this  lift'  on  ye  lUth  day 
of  .Tnne,  1746,  in  ye  irl  year  of  his  age." 

•*  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Bradford,  widow  and  relict  of  ye  late  Hon. 
Perez  Bradford.  Es'i.,  who  departed  this  life  ye  loth  of  November,  1746, 
in  ye  .")2  year  of  her  age." 

Hkv.  Nai'htali  DAGOKrr.  d.d.,  President  of  Yale  College,  was  the  son  of 
Ebenezer  Daggett  and  Maiv,  his  wife  (daughter  of  Pentieost  Blaekintou), 
aud  was  bom  in  Attleborough,  at  the  old  residence  of  the  late  Harvey  M. 
Daggett,  September  8,  1727.  He  was  the  second  son  among  eight  children. 
His  father  dying  while  he  was  yet  young,  he  was  left  under  the  direction  of  a 
mother  who  was,  however,  in  every  respect  peculiarly  qualified  to  discharge 
the  duties  which  devolved  upon  her.  He  soon  after  commenced  studies  pre- 
paratorv  to  college.  When  he  was  quite  a  youth  the  Rev.  Solomon  Read, 
of  Bridgewater,  — then  a  licentiate,  but  afterwards  a  settled  minister  in  Fram- 
ingham  and  Middleborough,  —  became  acquainted  with  him  and  formed  a  high 
opinion  of  his  talents  and  promise.  He  took  Mr.  Daggett  and  two  other 
youths  of  the  vicinity  as  pupils  and  received  them  for  a  time  into  his  own 
family,  without  charge,  with  a  view  of  aiding  them  to  obtain  a  liberal  educa- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  entering  the  ministry.  The  following  record  tends  to 
prove  that  the  idea  of  studying  for  the  ministry  was  proliably  impressed  upon 
Mr.  Daggett's  mind  at  an  early  age:  •*  In  the  revival  of  1740,  two  hundred 
persons  were  added  to  his  [Habijah  Weld's]  churcli.  among  them  Naphtali 
Daofo^ett."  He  was  then  thirteen  years  old.  He  was  for  a  time,  by  his 
patron's  assistance,  umler  the  tuition  of  the  distinguished  Dr.  Forbes,  of 
Ravnliam  ;  then  under  that  of  Mr.  (afterwards  the  Rev.  Dr.)  James  Cogges- 
well,  who  was  teaching  a  school  in  Plainlleld,  Conn.  Hemaining  with  him 
a  vear  and  a  half,  he  tiien  removed  to  Abington,  Mr.  Head's  native  place, 
where  he  continued  to  prosecute  his  studies  under  his  first  tutor's  directions. 

In  the  summer  of  1744  Mr.  Read  took  this  pupil,  with  others,  to  Cambridge 
with  a  view  to  offer  them  for  admission  to  Harvard  College,  but  some  unex- 
pected dillicultieH  having  arisen  in  regard  to  their  being  admitted  to  an 
examination  —  dilliculties,  it  would  seonj,  connected  with  the  tiieological  I'on- 
troversi(?s  of  the  day  and  which  Mr.  Head's  efforts,  seconded  l)y  those  of  the 
Hcv.  Mr.  Weld,  of  this  town,  could  not  overcome  —  he  took  young  Daggett 
and  one  other  of  his  pupils  to  New  Haven  and  entered  them  in  Yale  College 
in  the  autumn  of  the  saine  year,  1711.  Mr.  Daggett  gradmitcd  in  17I.S.  at 
the  af'c  of  twenty-one.  He  was  distinguished  during  liis  college  lift'  for 
industry  and  close  application  and  thorough  scliolarshi|».'  His  college  diary 
indicates  extensive  readings  and  the  examination  of  philosophicMl  works. 


'Tlifolil  Latin  Lexicon  u-eil  l>y  Dr.  I>ii);K*'lt  while  ii  HlinU'nt,  iin<l  wliW-li  liociinic  the  property  of 
lion.  .John  I>nKK<'tt  "•'*-'  milhor  of  IhU  huuk),  was  |M'ei*enteil  hy  I'lni  liofi>re  lili*  di'iitli  to  the  Ynle  Col- 
\vin-  Lllirnry.  — KmroK. 
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He  was  settled  as  minister  at  Smithtown,  Long  Island,  and  was  ordained 
over  the  church  there  September  18,  1751,  as  is  shown  by  a  letter  to  his 
brother,  Colonel  John  Daggett,  dated  November  18.  1751.  During  his  resi- 
dence there,  on  December  19,  1753,  he  was  married  to  Sarah  Smith,  daughter 
of  the  third  Richard  Smith,  by  Rev.  Ebenezer  Prime.  She  was  born  Sep- 
tember 16  (O.  S.),  1728,  and  died  at  New  Haven,  March  25,  1772,  aged  forty- 
three  years  and  six  months. 

In  his  memorandum,  which  came  into  the  possession  of  the  author  of  this 
work,  Mr.  Daggett  says  that  he  was  dismissed  from  his  pastoral  charge  at 
Smithtown,  November  6,  1755,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  to  New  Haven. 
In  September,  1755,  he  had  been  elected  the  first  Professor  of  Divinity  in 
Yale  College,  the  professorship  being  denominated  the  "Livingston  Profes- 
sorship of  Divinity."  He  accepted  the  appointment,  removed  to  New  Haven, 
and  was  inducted  into  office  on  the  fourth  of  March  following,  1756.^  This 
office  he  held  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  president  of  the  college.  Rev.  Thomas  Clap,  resigned  September  10, 
1766.  The  corporation  made  choice  of  Rev.  .lames  Lockwood  as  his  succes- 
sor, but  he  declined  to  accept  the  office,  and  they  •'  proceeded  at  once  to  elect 
the  Professor  of  Divinity.  Rev.  Naplitali  Daggett,  d.d.,  President  x>ro  tem- 
pore, with  the  understanding,  however,  that  he  was  to  continue  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  his  professorship."  During  his  administration  of  eleven  years, 
notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  of  the  times — for  they  were  the  years  of 
turbulence  and  political  excitement  preceding  the  Revolutionary  War  —  the 
college  was  eminently  prosperous  and  successful.  The  number  of  studeuts- 
was  larger  than  before,  especially  during  the  later  years  of  his  administration,, 
when  it  is  said  many  young  men  were  sent  to  college  by  their  parents  to  avoid 
their  being  drafted  into  the  arm}'.  The  prosperity  of  the  college  at  this  time, 
however,  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  "  that  the  corporation  were  able  to 
secure  a  succession  of  tutors  of  unusual  ability."  At  that  early  date  there 
were  few  professors  and  the  instruction  was  given  chiefly  by  "tutors  as  they 
were  then  for  the  most  part  called."  Among  these,  under  Dr.  Daggett,  were 
such  men  as  the  following:  Hon.  Stephen  Mix  Mitchell,  subsequently  .Judge 
of  the  Superior  Court;  Rev.  Dr.  Wales,  the  successor  of  Dr.  Daggett  in  the 
professorship  of  divinity;    Hon.   John   Trumbull,  author   of    "McFingal"; 


'  The  foundation  of  this  professorship  was  laid  in  1746,  by  a  donation  from  the  Hon.  Philip  Living- 
ston, of  New  York;  and  having  received  a  I'.onsiderable  addition  by  another  donation,  from  Mr.  Ger- 
shom  Clark,  of  Lebanon,  with  some  appropriations  by  the  college, it  aflbrded  a  sufficient  salary  forthe 
support  of  snch  an  office,  which  was  accordingly  established  in  17.i5.  A  house  for  the  use  of  the  incum- 
bent  was  erected  by  subscription  and  finished  in  1758.  It  was  like  the  ordinary  New  England  house 
of  its  day,  nearly  square,  two  stories  high,  with  a  garret  above,  the  front  door  in  the  centre  opening 
into  a  little  entry  and  behind  that  the  great  cliimney  occupying  a  large  space  in  the  middle  of  the  house. 
Its  outsicle  looked  very  much  like  an.old  house,  with  the  date  of  its  erection  over  the  door,  still  standing 
on  the  north  side  of  New  Haven  Green  on  Elm  Street.  It  had  no  L.  It  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Medical  College  and  remained  for  fully  a  century,  being  finally  demolished  about  1S.59  to  give  space 
for  the  erection  of  a  wing  to  the  college  building.    It  was  given  to  Yale  College  by  Dr.  Daggett. 
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Rev.  Dr.  Dwiglit,  afterwards  president  of  the  colleoc ;  Rev.  I)i-.  .1.  Uiickmiu- 
ster,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  ;  Rev.  Dr.  Strong,  of  Hartford,  (.'(jnu.  ;  and  Hon. 
John  Davenport,  for  eighteen  or  twenty  years  a  member  of  Congress  from 
Connecticut.  There  was  a  large  numlier  of  men  connected  with  Yale  College 
during  those  years  while  Dr.  Daggett  held  otlice,  who  became  ver}'  eminent  in 
after  years  as  professors,  writers,  jurists,  foreign  ministers,  members  of  Con- 
gress, etc.,  and  among  these  famous  graduates,  many  of  whom  became  tutors, 
may  be  mentioned  Rev.  .Tosepii  Howe,  .loel  liarlow,  another  of  the  ^  Colum- 
biad"  ;  Oliver  Wolcott,  Governor  of  Connecticut;  Nathaniel  Chipman,  Chaun- 
■cey  Goodrich,  David  Humphrey.  Al)raham  lialdwin,  Noah  "Webster,  the 
lexicographer,  and  James  A.  Hillhouse,  who  was  tutor,  treasurer  of  the  college 
for  fifty  years,  and  the  man  to  whom  the  city  of  New  Haven  is  so  largely 
indebted  for  one  of  its  chiefest  attractions,  those  noble  trees  which  Iiave  gained 
for  it  the  name  of  the  •*  City  of  Elms." 

Dr.  Daggett  presided  over  the  university  about  eleven  years,  and  held  the 
otiice  of  professor  of  divinity  twenty-five  years.  Possessed  of  a  strong, 
clear,  and  comprehensive  mind,  he  applied  himself  with  assiduity  and  success 
to  the  various  branches  of  knowledge,  particularly  to  the  learned  languages 
and  divinity.  Dr.  Holmes,  in  his  life  of  Dr.  Stiles,  says  of  him:  ''He  was 
a  good  classical  scholai-.  well  versed  in  moial  philosophy,  and  a  learned 
divine."  Clearness  of  understanding  and  accuracy  of  thought  were  charac- 
teristic of  his  mind.  He  received  the  honorary  degree  of  D.D.  from  Yale 
College  in  1771,  that  of  S.T.D.  from  Harvard  College,  aiul  in  1774  the  same 
degree  from  Nassau  College,  Princeton.  N.  .1. 

After  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  the  college  suffered  in  vniious  ways. 
Many  of  the  students  left  their  studies  to  take  up  the  use  of  arms,  and  so 
troublous  were  the  times  in  New  Haven  it  became  impossible  to  prcjcure 
regular  food  for  those  who  remained.  In  the  spring  of  1777  the  classes  were 
separated,  the  senior  class  dismissed  without  any  public  examination  or 
<'\hibition,  and  the  three  lower  classes  were  sent  each  to  some  interior  town 
with  its  respective  tutors,  where  they  could  pin-siu'  tlieir  studies.  At  this 
time,  April  1.  1777.  Dr.  Daggett  resigne<l  iiis  pi-esideney.  but  as  professor  of 
divinity  was  '•  to  visit  tin-  ditTerent  classes  as  often  as  he  could  with  conven- 
ience." '  On  his  resignation  the  ('i»rporati<m  "'returned  him  thanks  for  all 
his  painful  an<l  faitlifid  services  for  the  advantage  of  the  College,  wishing 
him  a  happy  repose,  future  usefulness  in  life,  and  an  aliundant  reward  in  tiie 
w(;rld  al»ove."     The  learned  Dr.  Stiles  was  his  successor. 

During  the  barbarous  attack  on  New  Haven  by  tlu'  llritisii  army  in  .Iidy, 
177!*.  he  took   an   active   part  in    the  defence  of  the  country,  and  wasdistin- 


>  For  AoiiK!  of  till-  fiK't^  hi  till-  Hkftcli  III  rii'H|ili-iil  DiiKXCtt  (he  Ivlllor  \*  ImlflittMl  to  a  iiulilliallnii 
cntltlcil  a  ".Skctrli  <»f  llio  lllhii.rv  of  Viilc  CnlU-m'."  flUcil  l»y  Mr.  Wllllain  KlnjfMU'v ,  lillti.i  ami  ipiu- 
piielor  of  the  "New  KiiKlninliT."    Tliu  lionk  liail  not  liven  riecn  hv  the  tiuUinr. 
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guished  for  his  resolution  and  intrepidity.  He  was  taken  prisoner  and  came 
near  losing  his  life.  He  had  made  himself  obnoxious  by  his  open  and  active 
opposition  to  the  British  cause.  He  had  often  inculcated  upon  the  students 
under  his  charge,  in  the  pulpit  and  in  the  lecture-room,  the  duty  of  resistance 
to  British  oppression.  He  had  therefore  incurred  the  special  displeasure  of 
the  invaders.  He  had  openly  preached  and  prayed  against  the  success  of 
their  cause.  He  knew  no  difference  between  preaching  and  practising,  and 
when  the  crisis  came  he  carried  his  principles  into  action.  He  shouldered 
his  musket  and  went  into  the  field  with  the  rest  to  repel  the  invaders,  and 
when  taken  prisoner  the  enemy  offered  him  every  indignity  in  their  power. 
His  clerical  character  was  in  their  eyes  no  reason  for  exemption  from  the 
most  outrageous  abuse. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  an  account  of  his  actions  during  this  attack 
on  New  Haven  by  the  British,  under  General  Ti-yon,  given  by  Hon.  Elizur 
Goodrich,  ll.d.,  formerl}"  professor  of  law  in  Yale  College.  It  was  fur- 
nished to  the  Attleborough  Weekly  Btdletin  a  number  of  years  ago  by  Profes- 
sor Goodrich's  son,  Mr.  Chauncey  A.  Goodrich.     Mr.  Goodrich  says  :  — 

"On  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  July,  1779,  a  force  of  twenty-five  hundred 
men,  which  had  previously  sailed  from  New  York,  landed  on  the  south  part 
of  West  Haven,  a  parish  of  New  Haven,  about  five  miles  from  the  center  of 
the  town.  College  was  of  course  broken  up,  and  the  students,  with  many 
of  the  inhabitants,  prepared  to  flee  on  the  morrow  into  the  neighboring 
country.  To  give  more  time  for  preparation,  and  especiallj'  for  the  removal 
of  goods,  a  volunteer  company  of  about  a  hundred  young  men  was  formed, 
not  with  the  expectation  of  making  any  serious  stand  against  such  a  force, 
but  simply  of  retarding,  or  diverting  its  march.  In  common  with  others 
of  the  students,  I  was  one  of  the  number,  and  I  well  remember  the  sur- 
prise we  felt  the  next  morning,  July  oth,  as  we  were  marching  over  West 
Bridge  towards  the  enemy,  to  see  Dr.  Daggett  riding  furiously  by  us  on  his 
old  black  mare,  with  his  long  fowling-piece  in  his  hand,  ready  for  action. 
We  knew  the  old  gentleman  had  studied  the  matter  thoroughly,  and  satisfied 
his  own  mind  as  to  the  right  and  propriety  of  fighting  it  out,  but  we  were  not 
quite  prepared  to  see  him  come  forth  in  so  gallant  a  style  to  carry  his  princi- 
ples into  practice.  Giving  him  a  hearty  cheer  as  he  passed,  we  turned  down 
towards  West  Haven,  while  he  ascended  a  little  to  the  West,  and  took  his 
station  in  a  copse  of  wood,  to  reconnoiter,  and  bide  his  time." 

This  company  of  young  men  met  a  small  party  of  the  enemy,  fired  upon 
and  chased  them,  but,  suddenly  finding  themselves  almost  surrounded  by  the 
full  force  of  the  enemy,  were  obliged  to  turn  and  run  for  their  lives.  Dr. 
Daggett,  however,  as  the  story  goes,  stood  his  ground  manfully,  and  as  the 
columns  of  the  British  passed  the  little  hill  where  he  stood  under  cover  of  the 
bushes  he  used  his  fowling-piece  with  excellent  effect.  Mr.  Goodrich  con- 
tinues :  "  A  detachment  was  sent  to  look  into  the  matter  and  the  commandino- 
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officer  coming  siuUlenly,  to  bis  great  surprise,  on  a  single  individual  in  a 
black  coat  blazing  away  in  this  style,  cried  out,  '  "What  are  you  doing  there, 
you  old  fool,  firing  on  his  Majesty's  troops?'  '  Exercising  the  rights  of  war,' 
said  the  old  gentleman.  The  very  audacity  of  the  reply,  and  the  mixture  of 
drollery  it  contained,  seemed  to  amuse  the  ollicer.  '  If  I  let  you  go  this  time, 
you  rascal."  said  he,  -will  you  ever  liie  again  on  the  troops  of  bis  Majesty?' 
'  Nothing  more  likely,'  said  the  old  gentleman  in  his  dry  way.  On  the  otli- 
cer  asking  their  prisoner  who  he  was,  he  replied,  '  I  am  Naphtali  Daggett,  of 
Yale  Ct»llege.  I  demand  of  you  to  release  me.'  'But  we  understand  you 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  praying  against  our  cause.'  'Yes,  and  I  never  made 
more  sincere  prayers  in  my  life.'  Though  greatly  enraged  the  soldiers  for- 
bore to  put  a  bullet  through  liim  but  dragged  him  to  the  head  of  their  col- 
umn, and  bade  him  lead  the  way  into  town.  The  West  bridge  had  been  taken 
down  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the  enemy  by  that  road,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  take  a  roundabout  course,  a  distance  of  at  least  five  miles.  Thus 
in  the  fierce  heat  of  an  unusually  liot  -luly  day  they  drove  their  prisoner  on, 
•  Dricking  him  forward  with  their  bayonets  when  his  strength  failed,  and 
when  lie  was  ready  to  sink  to  the  ground  from  utter  exhaustion.'" 

lie  was  taken  as  far  as  the  green,  where  he  was  recognized  hy  a  friend  — 
though  it  is  said  be  was  at  first  left  for  dead  on  the  ground.  One  account 
adds  that  he  was  conveyed  to  the  bouse  of  a  lady  who  knew  him,  and  gave 
him  shelter,  although  herself  a  loyalist,  and  he  was  saved  by  her  intrepidit}'. 
After  the  British  had  letired,  an  officer  and  a  file  of  soldiers  were  sent  back 
to  convey  him  a  prisoner  on  board  their  transports.  They  came  to  the  bouse 
and  inquired  for  him,  and  were  answered  liy  the  lady  (who  appeared  at  the 
door,  and  resolutely  refused  to  admit  them)  that  he  was  so  badly  wounded 
it  would  be  impossible  to  convey  him  on  board  alive.  "My  orders,"  said 
the  officer,  '•  aie  positive  to  take  him  with  me."  "  But  you  would  not  surely 
carry  away  a  dying  man  ;  he  is  now  in  the  agonies  of  death."  After 
repeated  demands  and  refusals,  the  officer  finally  determined  to  return  and 
report  the  case  to  his  superior,  and  ask  for  fuither  orders.  But  he  never 
came  back  after  his  prisom-r. 

For  some  time  Dr.  Daggett's  life  was  in  danger,  but  his  health  was  at 
length  partially  restored,  so  that  he  was  able  tt)  pri'ach  regidarly  in  the  chapel 
during  the  follow  iu^:  year.  He  never,  iiowever.  fully  recovered  fi'om  the 
effects  of  his  itrutal  treatment,  but  survived  only  a  little  more  than  a  year, 
and  died  in  consef|uence  of  it  ;ind  the  wounds  he  had  r»'ceivi'd,  on  Noveni- 
l)er  2.').    17K(I,  at  the  :ige  of    tit'tv-I  liree.' 


'  Durliiff  the  pruHliIfiicy  of  Dr.  I>ii)(K'<'tl  iIrtc  wen-  Honii'  iiiiirkcil  cliant^cf.  In  tlu'  colli'^tc ;  the  ri'Hult 
iloiilitU'>-f>  of  llic  tlmriiiiKlily  ili'iiiiicnitU'  U'liiltMiclt-H  of  tin-  lliiit'^,  !i  r<".ul(  wlilcli  iiiiiy  (tt'rl.'ihily  We 
nttrlliiitcil  hi  noiiie  incUKun!  to  IiIh  life  iiinl  ti-acliWiKH.  During  UiIh  thnr  it  new  ilcliiithiK ''oclcly  whs 
foniied  ainoiiK  Uie  t<iii>leiitH,  ciiIIl')!  "UiiU*-<I  I(rotluTf«."  It  u<Io|)UmI  n  <k-inocriiUc  coiititllulloii  and 
took  Ihe  bol<l  i*tc'|)  of  n<liiilt(liig  to  Kh  riinkH  uiKlfrcliiitMiiK-n.    Tlili*  nt  once  brought  It  Into  Tavor,  aixl 
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Rev.  Payson  Willistou  says  of  him  :  "  President  Daggett  was  one  of  my 
father's  intimate  friends.  His  social  qualities  (altogether)  were  such  as  to 
render  him  more  than  ordinarily  attractive.  The  college  was  eminently 
prosperous  under  his  presidency." 

The  following  extract  is  from  the  communication  of  Hon.  Elizur  Goodrich, 
before  quoted:  "In  person  Dr.  Daggett  was  of  about  the  middle  height, 
strong  framed,  inclining  to  be  corpulent,  slow  in  his  gait,  and  somewhat 
clumsy  in  his  movements.  There  was  a  story  among  the  students  which  illus- 
trates a  prominent  characteristic  of  the  clergy  of  that  day  —  I  mean  a  love 
of  drollery  and  of  keen  retort.  '  Good  morning,  Mr.  President  pro  tempore,' 
said  one  of  his  clerical  brethren  on  some  public  occasion,  bowing  very  pro- 
foundly, and  laying  a  marked  emphasis  on  the  closing  words  of  his  title. 
'  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  President  jj/-o  ceternitate?  '  said  the  old  gentleman  in 
reply,  drawing  himself  up  with  an  amused  air  of  stateliness,  and  turning  the 
laugh  of  the  whole  company  on  his  assailant. 

''His  religious  system,  I  suppose,  was  the  old  New  England  Theology, 
unadulterated  and  unmodified.  As  a  preacher  he  was  not  particularly  ani- 
mated, but  his  sermons  were  full  of  well-digested,  weighty  thought,  clearly 
expressed,  and  were  always  written  out  with  great  care.  He  was  considered 
a  very  well  read  and  able  theologian  ;  indeed  that  was  sutlSciently  indicated  by 
his  occupying  the  chair  of  Theological  Professor.  He  preached  his  entire 
system  regularly,  once  in  four  years,  with,  I  believe,  scarcely  any  variation. 
I  recollect  to  have  heard  the  late  Dr.  Lyman,  of  Hartford,  who  sat  under 
President  Daggett's  ministry  during  his  college  course,  express  a  high  esti- 
mate of  him  as  a  preacher  ;  and  he  remarks  tliat  he  had  a  sermon  on  the  text 
—  'Is  thy  servant  a  dog,  that  he  should  do  this  thing,'  etc.,  and  when  the 
fourth  year  came  round,  he  always  said,  '  And  the  dog  did  it.'  There  were  a 
number  of  President  Daggett's  sermons  published,  and  there  are  others 
remaining  in  manuscript,  which  show  that  he  possessed  much  more  than  ordi- 
nary ability.  He  kept  remarkably  aloof  from  the  religious  controversies  of 
his  time,  and  contented  himself  to  preach  what  he  believed  to  be  the  truth, 
without  combating  what  he  regarded  as  the  erroneous  speculations  of  others." 
The  number  of  his  written  sermons  was  about  five  hundred.  Among  those 
he  published  was  one  delivered  at  the  ordination  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  Baldwin, 


it  became  for  a  time  quite  a  successful  rival  of  the  oliler  and  more  conservative  society  "  Linouia." 
A  progressive  step  was  also  taken  b.v  the  corpoiation,  who,  at  the  request  of  the  legislature,  voted  to 
change  the  printing  of  the  college  laws,  etc.,  from  Latin  into  Knglish.  In  1708  the  change  was  made 
to  the  present  style  of  printing  stuilents'  names  in  the  catalogues  in  alpliabetical  order.  Up  to  that 
time  the  custom  had  obtained  of  printing  them  according  to  the  rank  in  society  that  their  fathers 
were  supposed  to  possess,  and  it  was  considered  a  very  severe  punishment  for  a  name  to  be  placed 
lower  than  the  social  rank  demanded.  Position  would  therefore  be  considered  worthy  of  great  emu- 
ialion,  and  an  amusing  anecdote  is  told  of  one  student  whose  father  was  a  shoemaker,  who,  when  he 
was  questioned  as  to  his  father's  position  in  life,  replied  that  he  "  ivas  on  the  bench,"  thereby  gaining 
for  himself  a  high  place  in  the  catalogue. 
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ITTii.  Muothor  at  tlic  ordination  of  Rev.  J.  Howe.  177.">.  and  a  funeral  sorinon 
on  the  death  of  doh  I.ane.  a  tutor  in  college,  17<>s. 

He  pul)lisluMl  tlie  '•  Funeral  Sermon  on  the  Death  of  l\r\ .  d'honias  Clap.' 
President  of  Yale  College."  delivered  in  the  college  cha[)el.  January  8.  ITC'.i. 
the  day  after  liis  death.  It  is  a  discourse  wiiich  is  heconiing  rare,  and  will 
probably  be  soon  lost,  antl  an  extract  relating  to  the  character  and  services 
of  President  Chip  is  made,  as  a  specimen  of  the  writing  of  that  age.  and  the 
style  of  its  autiior  :  — 

His  j^eiiiiis  wiis  iiatiinilly  tiinicil  tdr  in;iIlifiii:itifMl  knuwlcil!.'!',  in  wliidi  ln'  liail  iiiiitlc  Lrreat 
protirii-ncy.  in  the  several  liraiielies  of  that  must  entertainiiiir  ami  useful  science.  He  hail  such 
a  tliorou'jrh  knowiedire  of  natin-al  philosuphy  and  astionomy  that  he  was  probal)ly  eipial  to 
almost  any  man  upon  the  continent.  He  (lelii;:hteil  to  survey  tlie  heavens,  and  travel  anionj^ 
the  stars,  and  -calculate  their  wonderfully  reirular  motions,  devoutly  entertained  with  the  won- 
derfully surprising  displays  of  the  power  and  wisdom  of  the  <rreat  Creator  appearing  therein. 
He  was  a  rare  pattern  of  industry,  ami  a  perfect  master  in  the  art  of  ledcjeminu;  time,  any 
moment  of  which  be  thouirht  too  valualde  to  be  lost.  By  this  happy  art,  thouj;h  he  was  not 
constitutionally  of  the  most  iiuick,  and  active  make,  lie  would  really  dispatch  well,  business 
sutticient  for  two  or  three  men.  It  is  almost  incredil)le  that  lie  should  be  able  to  pay  a  proper 
attention  to,  and  l'o  throuirh  with  such  a  multiplicity  of  ditiereiit  and  arduous  services  at  the 
same  time.     But  it  was  a  ixoverning  maxim  with  him.  to  mind  his  own  business,  and  lose  no  time. 

These  solid  buildins^s  are  witnesses  of  his  faithful  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  College, 
while  hundreds  now  li\  ing.  who  had  tin;  happiness  to  be  his  i^upils,  are  witnesses  to  his  suiie- 
rior  talents,  and  uncommon  faithfulness  as  an  instructor.  He  never  undertook  any  trust  to 
which  he  was  not  eminently  faithful;  nor  sustained  any  relation,  whether  of  a  husband,  a 
parent,  or  a  friend,  but  what  he  wa>  conscientiou-  imd  punctual  in  discharging  the  iluties 
thereof. 

He  was  naturally  steady  in  his  temper;  grave  anil  judicious;  deliberate  and  sure  in  plan- 
ning his  schemes;  unwearied  and  immovably  resolute  in  the  execution  of  them.  He  was 
remarkable  for  the  entire  command  he  had  of  his  passions;  patient  under  abuses;  having 
learnt  to  bear  reproach  and  reviling  without  reviling  again;  a  perfect  economist  in  his  atlairs; 
frugal  without  a  mean  ijar^iuKtny.  and  liberal  without  profiiseness;  an  enemy  to  all  vain  show 
and  useless  ceremonies,  so  that  he  could  hardly  descend  to  so  nun-h  of  this  kind,  as  his  public 
station  might  >eem  to  require.  His  great  soul  was  all  intent  upon  the  s(did  and  useful.  He 
wa>  kind  iind  benevolent,  exhibiting  the  most  sultstantial  proofs  of  love,  though  without  those 
tender  ovt-rflowings  of  atlection.  which  are  comnion  in  persons  of  a  more  soft  and  volatile  c<in- 
stitution.  He  thought,  he  acted,  he  lived,  very  uniforndy  and  by  rule.  He  led  a  life  of  strict, 
exemplary  piety,  not  flighty  in  the  emotions  of  his  zeal,  but  uniformly  serious,  constantly  and 
steadily  devoteil  to  (iod.  Having  been  long  favored  with  a  close  coiuiection,  and  intimate 
acipiaintance  with  him.  I  may  be  allowed  to  bear  testimony  to  the  di'ep.  iiabitual  sense  ol  iiei- 
nal  thing*,  which  he  appeanMl  to  maintain  upon  his  mind,  and  the  steady  regard  In-  paid  to  the 
great  concerns  of  religion.  And  as  he  lived,  ^o  he  dietl.  He  ga\e  the  natural  symptoms  of 
strong'  bodily  jiain  throui^'h  the  night  ))recet.|jng  his  di>solnlion,  and  soon  after  the  natural  sun 
had  ri>en  upon  oin-  licinl»|>here,  thi>  briirhl  lumimiry  of  our  church  ami  Utpublic  of  Literature, 
who  lind  nunh  resembled  lln'  sun  in  the  steadiin-ss  of  hi-;  cour-e.  and  in  dilVu^ing  the  light 
of  knowledge  around  him.  was  extinguished  by  having  his  r\rs  cjo^.d  in  I  lie  ^lumber*  of 
death.  —  and  without  a  groan  or  struggle  he  fcdl  asleep. 

l)r.  I)aggett  clo.sed  witii  an  ad<lress  to  the  stinh'tits  :  — 

My  ilear  pupil",  who  are  .tudcnt"  in  the  ii.lli'.'.',  I  am  »ure  Miur  hearts  caniioi  In'  unalleited 
with  thif*  pro\  idr'iice.     s,..-,  ilidi-  11. •>  a  i»reatbleK»  corpsr.  that  \encralple  person  w  ho  but  lately 


'  Prc-ldeiil  Cliip,  hh  wfll  ai*  tlie  prenrlier,  was  a  native  of  the  <»ld  Colony,     lie  was  liorii  In  Scliii;ile, 
June  20,  ITiiS,  and  whh  tlic  Hon  of  .Mr.  >ti-plM;n  and  .Mrs.  Ti-nipcrnnec  Clap,  of  that  town. 
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took  a  piirciital  care  of  you.  His  faithfulness  and  unwearied  dilii^ence  in  tlie  diseliarge  of  his 
duty  towards  you,  are  well  known  to  yon  all.  I  am  witness  to  the  deep  concern  for  your  wel- 
fare, which  lay  with  pressinj^  weight  upon  his  nund,  especially  for  the  everlasting  welfare  of 
your  Innnortal  souls.  View  him,  then,  as  your  deceased  father,  with  all  those  emotions  of 
dutiful,  filial  respect,  which  become  bereaved  children.  Remember  how  often,  how  faithfully, 
with  what  seriousness  and  solemnity,  he  very  lately  used  to  instruct,  counsel,  and  admonish 
you  as  children,  fervently  praying  with  and  for  you  in  this  very  place.  Let  his  death  serve  to 
revive  and  rivet  them  in  your  memory,  and  enforce  them  on  your  consciences,  that  they  may 
be  the  means  of  making  you  wise  to  salvation. 

Although  he  is  dead,  he  still  speaks  loudly  to  you.  Pay,  then,  a  practical  regard  to  the 
good  and  serious  counsels  which  he  hath  so  often  given  you;  devote  yourselves  to  God,  mind 
religion,  and  give  all  diligence  to  secure  the  salvation  of  your  souls.  Otherwise,  that  very  per- 
son will  rise  up  in  the  Day  of  Judgment,  and  testify  against  you  that  ye  set  at  naught  all  the 
counsels  of  wisdom,  "  and  would  none  of  her  reproofs." 

May  we  all,  in  this  instance,  mark  the  perfect  man,  and  l)ehold  the  upright,  and  see  how 
his  end  is  peace,  and  may  we  all  be  quickened  by  the  consideration,  to  secure  a  due  prepara- 
tion for  death,  by  discharging  faithfully  the  work  and  duty  of  life,  that  when  the  shadows  of 
that  long  night,  which  is  hastening  towards  us.  shall  be  spread  over  us,  we  may  quietly  fall 
asleep  with  Jesus,  and  be  remembered  in  the  resurrection  of  the  just. 

Dr.  Daggett  died,  as  before  stated,  November  25,  1780.  "His  funeral 
was  attended  November  27,  1780,  witli  every  demoustration  of  respect. 
President  Stiles  preached  on  the  occasion,  and  a  Latin  funeral  oration  was 
delivered  by  Mr.  John  Barnett,  a  Junior  Bachelor,  and  a  resident  graduate." 

It  is  a  somewhat  remarkable  circumstance  that  Dr.  Daggett  and  Dr.  Stiles 

each  delivered  a  funeral  sermon  on  his  immediate  predecessor.     Dr.  Daggett 

is  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  at  New  Haven,  though  his  remains  have  been 

removed,  with  those  of  others,  from  their  first  burial  place,  which  was  on  the 

green  on    the  site  of   Center  Church.     The    following   inscription  is  on  his 

gravestone  :  — 

Rev.  Xaphtali  Daggett,  d.d. 

born  at  Attleliorough,  Mass.  Sept.  sth,  1727, 

died  at  Xew  Haven,  Nov.  25th,  1780. 

Pastor  of  the  church  at  Smithtowu,  L.  I. 

1751  to  1755 

Professor  of  Divinity  in  Yale  College.  1755 

to  his  death. 

President,  1706  to  1777. 

Dr.  Daggett  left  several  children.  A  daughter  Mary  married  a  Mr.  Piatt 
and  lived  in  Peru,  Clinton  County,  New  York.  Another  daughter,  named 
Sally,  was  single  at  the  time  of  his  death,  as  is  shown  by  a  letter  addressed 
to  her  at  Wethersfield  by  President  Ezra  Stiles,  annoimcing  her  father's 
death. 

One  of  his  sons  was  Henry,  who  served  as  a  captain  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  He  was  born  in  Nesv  Haven,  February  27,  1758,  and  graduated  at 
Yale  College  in  1775.  For  many  years  after  leaving  the  army  he  was  a 
merchant  in  his  native  city.  He  died  July  20,  1843,  aged  eighty-five.  His 
wife  was  Anna,  daughter  of  Deacon  Stephen  Ball.  She  died  in  1844  at  the 
age  of  eighty.     They  had  at  least  foui-  children — Mary,  Ebenezer,  Henry, 
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Grace.     Captain  Ileinv  Daggett  was  esteenieil  and  beloved  for  his  upright- 
ness and  worth  and  died  honored  and  lamented. 

Grace  A.  Daggett,  the  daughter  of  Captain  Daggett,  died  in  New  Haven 
within  a  few  years,  having  reached  the  reniarkal>le  age  of  ninety -two.  From 
her  age  and  associations  she  was  '*  a  connecting  link,  between  the  Revolu- 
tionary period  and  our  own  time."  INIiss  Daggett  was  living  at  the  time  of 
the  centennial  celebration  of  that  attack  on  New  Haven  in  which  her  grand- 
father. Dr.  Daggett,  took  such  an  nctivc  part,  and  notwitlistanding  her 
extreme  age,  took  a  great  interest  in  tiie  occasion.  She  was  at  the  time  the 
guest  of  '*  Landlord  Mosely  of  the  New  Haven  House "  and  viewed  the 
procession  from  its  l)alcony.  She  was  serenaded  "by  the  Howe  band" 
and  received  much  marked  attention  during  the  day. 

At  the  time  of  her  death  she  had  been  a  member  of  Center  Chureli  for 
sixty-nine  years.  It  is  said  she  "  was  a  woman  of  uncommon  good  sense, 
and  strong  force  of  character." 

Colonel  John  DACiOEiT,  an  ehU-r  Inother  of  the  ineceding,  born  Septem- 
ber 2,  1724:,  was  one  of  the  principal  public  characters  and  leading  men  of 
the  town,  especially  during  the  trying  period  of  the  Revolution.  He  and 
Colonel  May  were  the  two  on  whom  the  town  placed  the  utmost  reliance. 
He  was  possessed  of  a  strong  and  sound  mind  and  was  marked  by  a  resolute 
and  decided  character.  He  was  a  Puritan  in  the  plainness  and  simplicity  of 
his  manners  and  was  a  tirm  friend  to  the  civil  institutions  and  repul)lican 
customs  of  New  England. 

In  1708  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  at  the  General  Court,  and  for 
a  long  succession  of  years  —  eight  consecutively  —  he  was  reelected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature.  He  was  commissioned  one  of  his  majesty's  justices 
of  the  peace  under  the  Provincial  (iovernment  before  the  Revolution.  He 
took  an  early  an<l  decided  stand  with  many  other  patriotic  citizens  of  this 
town  in  the  ('(jiiuMfncemcnt  of  those  proceedings  which  pro<liiceU  the  Revo- 
lution. He  was  a  nicmbci-  of  tlir  I'rovincial  Congress  which  assemltled  at 
Cambridge  September  1,  I77;t.  for  the  jiurpose  of  forming  a  constitution, 
bein»f  one  of  tiie  three  men  from  this  town  who  were  members  of  that  con- 
vention which  formed  the  i)resent  Constitution  of  Massachusetts.  In  17<SU 
he  U)V  the  ninth  time  represented  the  town  ni  the  Cieneral  Coiu't.  He  was 
generally  called  to  serve  on  the  most  important  committees  wiiicli  were  raised 
in  town,  meeting  to  considi-r  llie  many  dillicull  subjects  whicii  were  then 
brought  before   the   pectple  during   and   sulise(jiient    to   the   Revolution. 

His  fu'st  military  commission  was  conferred  upon  him  in  17."iS.  when  he 
became  ensign  in  the  second  militia  com])any  in  Attleliorough.  and  ten  years 
later  he  became  captain  by  promotion.  Tiiis  company  then  belonged  to  the 
Thirtl  Regiment,  of  Bristol  (  ounty  ;  but  altout  the  time  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  commenced  tin'  regiment  was  dividi'tl  :in<l  the  con)|)anies  frouj 
the    northern    towns    of    iln-    cininiv    were    t'onned    iinew   Mud   constituted    the 
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Fourth  Regiment,  of  which  he  was  commissioued  colonel.  This  was  in 
February,  177G.  It  was  about  a  year  previous  to  this  time  that  Colonel 
Daggett  had  undertaken  the  expedition  to  Assonet  for  the  purpose  of  break- 
ing up  a  Royalist  combination  which  had  stored  ammunition  in  that  place. 
He  and  his  comrades  thus  had  the  honor  of  being  the  first  actors  in  the  first 
scene  of  the  great  Revolutionary  drama.  Colonel  Daggett  commanded  the 
regiment  from  the  county  of  Bristol  both  in  Spencer's  and  Sullivan's  expe- 
ditions on  Rhode  Island  in  1777  and  1779. 

At  home  he  was  extensively  employed  as  a  surveyor  and  was  engaged  in 
various  other  kinds  of  public  business,  such  as  the  ordinary  transactions  of 
life  require  between  citizens.  His  first  wife  was  Mercy  Shepard,  daughter 
of  John  Shepard,  the  centenarian.  They  had  nine  children — John,  Jr., 
Joab,  Jesse,  Bathsheba,  Mercy,  Ebenezer,  Levi,  Hannah,  and  Huldah.  She 
died  Februarj'  1,  1783,  and  on  August  5,  1784,  Colonel  Daggett  married 
Mar}'  Tucker,  of  Norton.  He  died,  universallv  respected,  January  20,  1803, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-nine. 

In  the  Providence  Gazette  bearing  date  February  5,  1803,  is  the  following 
notice  of  him:  "-He  bore  a  long  indisposition  with  Christian  fortitude,  and 
died  in  the  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality.  He  w-as  a  very  respectable  citi- 
zen, and  highly  useful  in  society;  he  served  his  town  for  man}' years  as  a 
representative  to  the  General  Court ;  he  commanded  a  regiment  of  militia 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  sustained  the  office  of  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  many  years  to  general  satisfaction  ;  he  supported  an  unblemished 
character  through  life,  and  has  furnished  an  example  worth}'  of  imitation." 

Dr.  Ebenezer  Daggett,  a  third  brother,  was  a  respectable  physician  who 
settled  in  Walpole  and  later  in  Wrentham  village,  where  he  acquired  an 
extensive  practice.  May  '2b,  1758,  he  married  Susannah  Metcalf,  daughter 
of  Timothy  Metcalf,  Esq.,  of  Wrentham,  by  whom  he  had  several  children. 
The  following  is  the  inscription  on  his  gravestone  :  — 

Doct.  Ebenezer  Daggett, 

wbo  died  Fel).  26th,  1782, 

in  the  50th  year  of  his  age. 

lu  the  coid  mansions  of  the  silent  tomb 
How  still  the  solitude!  how  deep  the  gloom! 
Here  sleeps  the  dust  lUK-onscious,  close  contined; 
But  far,  far  distant  dwells  the  immortal  mind. 

His  son.  Rev.  Herman  Daggett,  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1788 
and  pursued  his  professional  studies  with  Dr.  Emmons,  of  Franklin.  He 
was  settled  for  some  years  in  the  ministry  on  Long  Island  and  in  several 
places.  He  preached  also  in  New  York  Statie.  He  was  also  a  teacher. 
He  finally  went  to  Connecticut,  where  he  taught  for  some  years  and  in  1818 
became  the  first  principal  of  the  Foreign  Mission  School  established  in 
Cornwall  by  the  American  Board. 


464  A  SKETCH  OF  Tin: 

Some  writer  says:  ''Mr.  Daggett  was  a  man  of  sterling  talents,  respect- 
able acquirements,  and  peculiar  excellence  of  character.  To  all  his  other 
acquirements  as  a  scholar,  he  added  singular  neatness  of  person,  and  an  exact, 
systematic  arrangement  of  all  his  various  duties.  lie  was  remarkably  digni- 
fied in  his  manners,  and  circumspect  in  his  deportment."  He  is  several 
times  mentioned  by  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher  in  his  autobiography,  once  as  fol- 
lows :  ''Then  there  was  Herman  Daggett,  also,  a  mild,  intellectual  iiinn, 
whose  sermons  were  all  fitted  for  the  press  every  dot.  He  was  cheerful,  Imt 
never  known  to  smile,  so  it  was  said.  It  was  also  I'emarked  of  him,  that  lie 
was  jnst  fit  to  preach  to  ministers."     He  died  in  ISo^. 

Hon.  David  Daggett  was  born  in  this  town  December  ;il,  1764,  and  was 
a  great-grandson  of  John  the  first.  His  father  was  Thomas,  the  son  of 
Thomas  ;  his  mother  was  Sibulah  Stanley,  of  this  town.  He  fitted  for  college 
under  !Mr.  William  Williams,  who  had  at  that  time  a  classical  school  or 
academy  at  Wientham.  He  entered  Yale  before  he  was  seventeen,  in  the 
junior  class,  two  years  in  advance,  and  graduated  with  high  honoi's  in  1783. 
Soon  after  leaving  college  he  commenced  his  legal  studies  under  Charles 
Chauncey,  Esq.,  and  at  the  same  time  supported  himself  by  performing  the 
duties  of  preceptor  in  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School,  in  New  Haven,  and  of 
butler  in  college.  In  January,  1786,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  settled 
in  New  Haven.  A  short  time  after  this  he  was  chosen  a  tutor  in  the  college, 
but  owing  to  his  strong  preference  for  the  law  he  declined  the  appointment. 

His  fellow-citizens,  however,  soon  clainied  him  for  civil  service.  In  17'.il  he 
was  elected  a  representative  to  tlie  General  Assenil)ly,  from  New  Haven,  and 
was  reelected  for  six  years  successively,  and  then  transferred  to  the  Senate. 
While  in  the  House  he  was  one  of  the  youngest  meml)ers,  and  in  17111,  three 
years  aftei-  his  first  election,  was  chosen  speaker,  at  tlie  age  of  twenty-nine. 
He  retained  his  seat  in  the  I'pper  House  for  seven  years,  —  from  17!>7  to 
180-1,  —  when  he  resigned.  He  was  in  one  branch  or  the  other  of  the  State 
Legislature  till  May,  1818,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  liiited  States  Senate. 
In  1X11  he  had  been  appointed  State  Attorney  for  New  Haven,  and  he  con- 
tinued in  the  odice  until  his  election  to  Congress  caused  him  to  resign  it. 
When  his  senatorial  term  expired  lie  retnrned  to  \ew  Haven  and  r»'sinne(l 
his  extensive  law  practice  theie. 

In  November,  1H21.  he  was  associated  with  .ludge  Hitclikock  as  an  instrnctoi' 
in  tlie  Law  Scliuul  in  New  Haven,  and  in  bS-Ji".  lie  was  :ip|iniiite(l  Kent 
Professor  of  Law  in  Vale  College.  These  positions  he  held  until  he  had 
reached  a  very  aflvanced  age  and  his   inlirmities  made  it    necessary  for  him  to 

resign  them.      In  1>!-J6  Yale  C. .liege  ( fnitMl   upon   him  tlie   honorary  degree 

of  LL.D..  and  in  .May  of  the  same  year,  at  I  lie  age  of  sixty-two,  he  was 
chosen  :iii  associate  judge  of  the  Superior  (dint  of  Connecticut.  It  is 
■worthy  of  note  that  this  appointment  was  maile  bv  a  legislature  a  ma- 
jority of  whose   iiieiiibers  were   ojiposed    lo   him    ••in   politi<'al    principles  and 
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preferences,"  and  bears  strong  testimony  not  only  to  his  eminent  fitness  for 
that  high  otlice,  but  •'  honorable  testimony  as  well  respecting  his  political 
opponents,"  who  were  -willing  to  forget  partisanship,  and  place  iu  such  a 
position  the  one  best  fitted  to  discharge  its  duties.  In  1828  and  1829  he  was 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Xew  Haven,  and  in  May,  1832,  he  was  made  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Connecticut.  This  was  a  special  testimony 
to  his  qualifications,  as  the  usual  custom  of  appointing  the  senior  judge  upon 
the  bench  to  that  high  office  was  set  aside  in  his  case.  He  held  this  office  of 
chief  justice  until  December  31,  1834,  when  he  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  con- 
stitutional disability.  ''"Thus  for  forty-five  years,  from  the  beginning  of  his 
twenty-sixth  to  the  close  of  his  seventieth  year,  Mr.  Daggett  was  almost 
continually  engaged   in  public  service." 

Soon  after  commencing  his  law  practice,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Judge 
Daggett  married  Wealthy  Ann,  daughter  of  ^Eneas  Munsou,  of  New  Haven, 
a  women  well  fitted  by  ••  her  strong  and  marked  intellectual  and  religious 
character"  to  be  the  companion  of  such  a  man.  She  died  in  July,  1839,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two.  In  May,  1840,  Judge  Daggett  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Major  Lines,  also  of  New  Haven.  By  his  first  wife  he  had 
nineteen  cliildren,  fourteen  of  whom  lived  for  a  considerable  time.  One  of 
them,  a  daughter,  married  Dr.  Sereno  Dwight,  president  of  Hamilton  College, 
New  York  ;  another,  a  son,  an  unusually  promising  young  man,  lived  to  grad- 
uate from  college  and  then  died.  Three  children  only  survived  the  father's 
death:  Leonard  A.,  Wealthy  Ann, — who  married  a  Mr.  Jenkins,  —  and 
Oliver  Ellsworth,  all  of  whom  are  now  dead. 

Judge  Daggett  died  April  12,  1851,  having  entered  and  passed  through  a 
quarter  part  of  his  eighty-seventh  year.  The  author  was  indebted  to  Mr. 
Leonard  A.  Daggett,  his  sou,  for  a  sketch  of  the  father's  life,  as  found  in  an 
address  delivered  by  his  pastor.  Rev.  Dr.  Dutton,  which,  with  reminiscences, 
etc.,  was  published.  From  this  publication  some  extracts,  anecdotes,  etc., 
are  given  :  — 

*'  The  eiriiiience  of  Judge  Daggett  in  his  profession,  and  among  the  public  men  of  the  State, 
is  sufficiently  attested,  by  the  preceding  account  of  the  many  positions  of  high  respon«il)ility 
and  trust,  in  which  he  was  placed  l)y  the  guardians  of  Yale  College,  and  by  the  people  of  this 
town  [New  Haven],  and  this  commonwealth;  especially  when  we  remember  that  the  political 
party  to  which  he  belonged,  which  was  dominant  in  the  State  till  he  was  past  middle  life,  and 
gave  him  the  most  of  his  honors,  embraced,  confessedly,  many  of  the  most  powerful  and  bril- 
liant minds  of  the  State;  and  if  we  remember  also,  that  some  of  the  highest  of  these  trusts 
were  devolved  upon  him,  when  his  political  opponents  had  come  into  power,  and  his  own  party 
had  passed  into  a  minority." 

He  commenced  his  professional  and  public  career,  two  years  before  the  Federal  Constitution, 
was  adopted,  and  joined  the  party  called  Federal,  of  which,  it  is  said,  he  was  not  a  partisan 
merely,  but  a  wise  and  consistent  advocate  and  supporter,  and  that  while  Connecticut  had  many 
strong  men  in  that  party,  there  was  none  more  so  than  he,  "  For  many  years,  no  man  in  the 
State  had  so  much  political  influence,  an  influence  amounting  so  nearly  to  a  political  control  of 
the  State,  as  he.  And  since  the  defeat  and  prostration  of  that  party,  and  the  formation  of  new 
parties  upon  new  issues,  he,  certainly,  has  never  been  ashamed,  or  reluctant,  to  have  it  known. 
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that  lie  lielongoti  to  the  siiine  si'liodl  (if  i)oliti(<  with   Wa^liiniJtoii  and  Ilauiilton,  Jay  ainl   Pick- 
t-rini.'.  Adimis  ami  Aiiit-s.  Ellsworth  aud  .Shcrinaii. 

'•The  fcatiirt's  of  Jiulw  Dairi^ctt's  intellectual  charaitcr.  lii^  qiiicK-  and  tlion>n!.di  insigbt, 
liis  well  lialitiiced  judirenient  and  stfong  coniinon  sense,  his  nuiek  and  ready  [lerceiition  of  fit- 
ness, his  wit  and  luiniur.  his  power  of  varied  and  felieitoiis  illustration,  his  ready  memory,  his 
enersry  of  feeling,  his  eoncentration.  his  clear  and  nervous  lanuiiajre,  his  praetieal  knowledijre 
of  law, —  thesejoined  to  his  ([ualities  of  person  and  manner— his  tall  and  eonnnanding  form, 
always  dressed  carefully,  richly,  and  in  perfect  taste,' risinjr  aud  dilating  as  he  warmed  with 
his  subject,  liis  large  ami  i)iercing  eye.  his  expressive  brow,  his  strong  featured  Rciman 
face,  his  powerful  voice  ranging  through  the  whole  scale,  from  a  subdued  yet  distinct  whisper, 
till  it  sounded  like  a  trumpet-call,  his  utterance  varying  from  solemn  deliberation  to  the  vehe- 
mence of  a  t()rrent.  —  these  qualities  of  mind,  person  and  manner,  made  him  an  advocate,  who, 
in  his  best  days,  had,  on  the  whole,  no  superior,  if  he  had  an  equal,  at  the  bar  of  Connecticut.'' 

"  His  punctuality  was  most  extraordinary.  The  pointers  of  the  town  clock,  the  sun  itself, 
hardly  surpasseil  him  in  this  respect.  His  punctuality  was  well  understood  by  all  who  knew 
liim.  as  may  be  learned  from  the  following  incident  which  he  has  been  heard  to  relate.  Com- 
ing into  court  one  day  during  the  reading  of  a  declaration  in  a  case  in  which  he  was  concerned, 
he  observed  that  his  entrance  exciteil  some  unusual  sensation,  and  presently  ascertained  the 
reason.  Upon  the  case  being  called  in  its  turn  just  after  the  opening  of  the  court,  one  of  the 
counsel  had  suggested  some  delay,  as  an  associate  was  not  present.  •  What  other  counsel  is 
employed?'  inquired  the  judge.  'Mr.  Daggett,'  was  the  answer.  *  Proceed  with  the  case  then.' 
said  the  judge."  for  he  will  be  here  before  you  get  through  the  declaration.'  And  the  declara- 
tion was  scarcely  begun  before  he  entered.  This  punctuality,  united  with  thoroughness  and 
integrity  in  business,  gave  him  a  high  degree  of  self-reliance,  and  contidenco  of  future  support 
aud  success:  which  is  well  illustrated  by  a  fact  which  he  has  occasionally  mentioned,  that 
W'hcn  he  was  marrieil.  he  had  but  two  guineas  in  the  woi'id.  and  one  of  tlicni  lie  gave  as  a  fee 
to  the  officiating  niinistei-." 

The  thoi'ough  religious  training  which  he  received  in  his  childhood  and  youth  made  him 
very  familiar  with  the  Bilile.  and  his  nund  was  abundantly  stored  with  its  expressions,  and 
these  he  was  accustomed  to  introduce  into  his  charges,  his  arguments  and  appeals,  with  great 
pertinencte  and  power. 

"The  following  instance  of  a  very  impressive  ajiplication  made  by  him  of  the  language  of 
the  IJible,  is  given  by  one  who  witnessed  it.  The  case  was  one  which  excited  great  interest  in 
Connecticut  —  a  case  in  which  a  man  was  charged  with  libel.  Mr.  Daggett  pleaded  for  the 
defendant.  The  man  who  brought  the  suit  was  quite  notorious  as  a  violent  and  vulgar  inlidel 
of  Thomas  I'aine's  school.  This  fact,  as  well  as  other  unfavorable  and  corrupting  features  of 
his  character,  was  fully  and  legitimately  brought  out  in  the  testimony.  ( tf  this  testimony,  Mr. 
Daggett  in  iiis  plea  made  full  ami  fearfid  use.  And  when  he  had  drawn  in  strong  colors  the 
jilaintitrs  odious  infidelity  and  immorality,  and  had  carried  the  fxcilement  of  the  crowded 
assembly  to  the  highest  point  of  disgust  and  abhorrence,  —  he  tiirnt'd  fully  round  niionhitn,  as 
he  sat  within  the  bar,  and  thrice  pealing  out  his  name,  and  with  lo<ik  and  voice  wrought  to  the 
intensest  exi)ression.  poured  upon  him  the  language  of  Paul  to  Elynnis  the  sorcerer,  *  O/i.'  full 
III'  nil  subtiltii,  and  oil  mischief,  thou  rhild  nf  thf  devil,  (hnii  enennj  of  all  righteousness^ 
fill  Ihou  not  cease  to  pervert  the  right  i''a>j  of  the  Lnrd."^ 

An  incident  occurred  at  one  time  when  Judge  Daggett  was  holding  court  in  LitchHold, 
Conn.,  which  illustrates  hi*  reputation  among  the  lawyers  for  fandliarity  with  the  Scriptures, 
:is  well  as  his  accurate  knowledge  of  Shakspeare's  works,  which  he  used  to  say  were  next  to 
the  liibh;.  It  also  illiistrales  the  ignorance  of  the  Bible,  and  the  confounding  of  inspiicil  with 
niiins|iire(|  language  coiiMiion  among  some  public  men.  and  in  no  wise  creditable  to  lliem.  A 
distinguished  lawyer,  pleading  bcfurc  him,  quoted,  and  maite  a  sliudil  mistake  in  (|nolin^.  the 
words  of  lago:  — 

••  Trillcs  light  a-  aii-. 
Arc  to  the  jealous.  coniirnialioii>  siri>ii'.j 
A-  jiroofs  111'  lidly  \\  rit ." 

'  •lu'lffc  UtiffiivU  cnntliiiieil  to  ii-c  I  lie  <  Oiiiliieiital  ~t  vie  tif  drens  lliroii^h  liN  entire  life. 
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The  judge  immediately  corrected  the  mistake.  The  lawyer  courteously  acknowledged  the  cor- 
rection, and  was  proceeding  with  his  argument,  when  another  lawyer  who  sat  near  him  pulled 
his  coat,  and  said  in  a  loud  whisper,  ■•  You  must  look  out  how  you  C|Uote  Scrij^turc  wlien 
Daggett  is  on  the  bencli." 

He  attached  so  much  imjiortance  to  familiarity  with  bihlical  language,  that  he  was  very  anx- 
ious to  have  his  children  acquire  it,  and  upon  one  occasion  he  otl'ered  the  gift  of  a  horse,  to  his 
youngest  son.  when  he  was  a  mere  youth.  ••  if  he  would  commit  to  memory,  the  whole  book  of 
Job.  The  task  was  undertaken  and  accomplished.  The  horse  accordingly  was  bought  and 
given,  and  was  appropriately  named  Job." 

Judge  Daggett  from  the  very  commeucement  of  his  active  life  was  a  liberal 
supporter  of  religious  iustitutious.  He  was  always  a  regular  attendant  upon 
church  services,  and  when  past  middle  life  he  became  connected  with  the 
North — now  the  United  —  Church  of  New  Haveu. 

He  was  an  enthusiast  in  his  profession,  and  felt  he  had  not  been  wise  to 
be  so  much  in  political  life.  In  speaking  of  himself  in  this  connection  he 
said  :  •'  Every  hour  away  from  his  professional  studies  and  pursuits  has  been 
away  from  his  duty,  and  he  has  felt  the  evil  in  his  purse  if  not  otherwise." 
He  was  very  much  interested  in  3'oung  men  and  especially  in  those  who  were 
to  follow  his  own  profession.  He  not  only  gave  them  words  of  encouragement 
and  counsel  but  proved  his  interest  by  many  deeds  of  kindness  and  gener- 
osity. One  instance  among  many  is  mentioned.  He  sent  at  one  time  for  a 
young  law  student  to  call  at  his  otflce.  Greeting  liim  very  cordially,  he  said 
he  knew  what  it  was  to  be  a  3^oung  man  dependent  upon  his  own  exertions  ; 
asked  if  he  did  not  want  some  money,  adding  that  SlOO  or  $200  would  be 
loaned  to  him  with  pleasure.  The  young  man  was  grateful,  but  disliked  to 
borrow,  lest  he  might  never  be  able  to  pay,  which  would  be  the  case  if  he 
should  not  live  or  succeed  in  life.  ^' Never  mind  that,"  said  Mr.  Daggett, 
"  I  have  no  concern  about  the  payor  your  success  —  both  are  sure."  The 
money  was  finally  accepted,  and  in  time  repaid  ;  but  the  encouragement  of 
the  action  and  the  gratitude  it  called  for  were  of  far  more  value  to  the  young- 
man  than  the  money. 

''  Judge  Daggett  was  a  true  and  accomplished  gentleman.  He  was,  in  a 
very  extraordinary  degree,  polished  in  his  manners,  gracefully  and  scrupu- 
lously observant  of  all  civilities.  His  courtesy  was  remarkable.  He  was 
disposed,  and  his  almost  instinctive  sense  of  propriety  and  his  graceful  and 
easy  manners  and  language  enabled  him,  to  please  all  whom  he  met;  and  this 
made  him  a  model  of  courtesy.  In  the  performance  of  social  civilities  and 
duties,  to  relatives,  neighbors,  and  friends,  he  was  an  example,  such  as  is 
rarely  if  ever  found  in  these  da3's.  His  courtesy,  his  varied  knowledge  of 
men  and  things,  his  lively  feelings  accommodated  readily  to  the  old  and  the 
young,  his  cheerfulness,  his  wit  and  humor,  his  fund  of  anecdote,  and  his 
reminiscences  of  the  past,  made  him  the  life  of  every  social  circle  into  which 
he  entered. 

"The  immediate  occasion  of  Judge  Daggett's  death  was  simplv  a  cold 
which  came  upon  him  about  ten  days  before  that  event.     It  settled  upon  his 
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lungs,  and  his  strength  was  too  much  enfeebled  to  throw  it  ofif.  It  can 
hardly  be  said  that  he  had  disease  upon  hiui.  Age  had  exhausted  his  vital 
power.  Passing  away  tlius  at  the  age  of  fourscore  and  six  years,  he  is 
a[ipn)priately  dost-rilied   in   tiiese  lines  of   Diyden  :  — 

'Of  no  distemper,  of  no  l)l;ist  he  ilied. 
But  fell  like  iuitumii  fruit  tli:it  mellowed  Ion;;, 
Even  wondered  at,  because  he  dropped  no  sooner. 
Fate  seemed  to  wind  him  up  tov  fourscore  ;/ears ; 
Yet  feebly  ran  he  on  nix  ir inters  more, 
Till,  like  a  clock  worn  out  witli  rating  time. 
The  wheels  of  weary  life  at  last  stood  still.'" 

Leonard  A.  Daggett,  one  of  the  sons  of  Judge  Daggett,  resided  all  his  life 
in  New  Haven,  where  he  died  in  18G7.  He  was  a  merchant,  and  was  a  highly 
honored  and  respected  man.  A  son  and  a  grandson  '  are  practising  physi- 
cians in  that  city,  both  sustaining  the  high  charactei"  and  excellent  reputation 
established  by  their  distinguished  ancestor. 

Oliver  Ellsworth  Daggett  was  the  youngest  sou  of  Judge  Daggett,  and 
seemed  to  inherit  a  goodly  portion  of  his  father's  eminent  ability.  He  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  January  14,  1810,  graduated  from  Yale  College  at  the 
early  age  of  eighteen,  and  pursued  his  theological  studies  in  his  native  city. 
He  was  pastor  of  a  church  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  for  six  years,  over  the  Con- 
gregational church  iu  Canandaigua.  N.  Y.,  for  twenty-three  years,  resigning 
the  latter  position  to  become  a  professor  of  divinity  in  Yale,  and  college 
pastor.  He  remained  in  those  positions  ((Jv  three  years,  and  then  accepted 
a  pastorate  in  New  London,  Conn.  He  died  very  suddenly  in  Hartford, 
September  1,  1880.  He  was  considered  a  man  of  "  great  natural  al)ility,  an 
effective  speaker,  and  an  al)le  writer,"  and  ''as  a  conversationalist  he  had 
scarce  a  peer."  Some  one  in  writing  of  him  says  :  "  Sullici"  it  to  say  that  he 
was  a  rare  man.  You  do  not  often  meet  his  like  in  a  siinuner's  day."  His 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Watson,  of  Hartford.  She,  with  three  cliildriMi.  one  son 
and  two  (laughters,  siu'vives.      [Slu'  and  om-  daughter  iiavf  since  died.] 

John  Eostki:,  Esy.,  appears  from  the  recor<ls  to  have  lieen  a  usefid  public 
man  in  his  day,  though  Itut  f»'w  facts  of  his  life  are  known  to  the  author. 
He  was  chosen  nioderat(jr  of  town  meetings  for  a  long  succession  of  years, 
was  a  surveyor  of  lands,  an  active  juslicc  (if  the  peace,  and  for  several 
years  a  representative  of  the  town.  etc. 

Dk.  Hkzalkkl  ISLvnn,  a  well-known  and  worthy  physician  of  this  town, 
deserves  a  notice  in  these  sketches.  He  was  a  desccndani.  a  grandson,  of 
Rev.    Samuel   Mann,  the    tii-st    minister   of   Wrentliani.  "      lie    was  the  son  of 


>  Dr.  Dnvlil  L.  UaKgett,  nixl  lil->  son,  Dr.  Wnilnin  U.  DuKKcti. 

'  Horace  Mann,  the  illKtliiKi>l'<lie<l  adviiriitc  of  |ii>|Milar  eilucntloii,  was  ilcttrciiMccI  fnnii  Itrv.  Samuel 
Mann.  He  wax  liorri  In  that  pari  <>(  Wreiuliaiii  wlilch  bei'umc  Franklin  In  ITlHi.  He  ^railnatcd  nt 
IJrown  tjnlverulty,  aii'l  heranie  a  tutor  there  for  a  time.     He  was  a  nienil>ur  of  the  Legtslnfnre,  ond 
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Lieutenant  Samuel  and  Zipporah  Mann,  and  was  born  in  Wrenthara,  June  15, 
1722.  He  had  two  brothers  who  were  born  and  lived  and  died  in  that  town, 
^feifrrg'  left  descendants  ;  Ebenezer  died  without  children.  The}'  lived  in  the 
Cowell  neighborhood.  Dr.  Mann  studied  his  profession  Avith  Dr.  Hewes,  of 
Foxborough,  and  coraraenced  the  practice  of  it  in  this  tow'u  some  time  pre- 
vious to  1750.  He  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  skilful  physician,  and  had 
acquired  an  extensive  circle  of  practice.  He  was  a  man  of  influence  and 
ability,  as  his  public  services  sufficiently  attest.  During  the  Revolutionary 
period  he  was  chosen  to  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  which  in  those 
days  were  filled  only^  b}-  men  in  whose  honor  and  integrity  the  people  placed 
entire  confidence.  He  was  a  man  of  letters,  as  well  as  an  expert  physician, 
and  some  of  his  writings  are.  it  is  said,  preserved  in  the  New  England  Gene- 
alogical and  Historical  Society  in  Boston. 

His  character  is  justlv  portraved  in  his  epitaph  :  — 

Bezaleel  Mann,  mort.  die  Octo.  tert.  1796.  an.  letat.x^T  Early  imbued  with  the  principles 
of  moral  reotitude,  he  sustained  through  the  di\  ersitied  concerns  of  a  long  and  active  life,  the 
character  of  an  honest  man.  As  a  physician,  he  commanded,  durin^'  the  period  of  nearly  .50 
years,  that  unlimited  contidence  and  respect,  which  talents  alone  can  inspire.  The  features  of 
his  mind  were  sketched  by  the  glowing  pencil  of  nature,  filled  up  with  the  cjualities  that  adorn 
humanity,  and  shaded  with  few  infirmities  the  frequent  attemlants  on  mental  excellence. 

His  wife  was  Bebe,  daughter  of  Mr.  PLzekiel  Carpenter,  of  this  town.  She 
lies  buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  the  family  burying-ground  at  West 
Attleborough  and  her  epitaph  tells  the  story  of  her  life  and  character  :  — 

Bebe  Mann,  his  wife,  mort.  die  Octo.  tert.  179.3.  letat.  fil.  She  was  a  person  of  bright 
genius,  of  few  words,  and  much  I'eserved  in  mind.  From  early  youth  she  marked  all  her 
paths  with  virtue,  and  timely  took  the  advice  Christ  gave  to  his  disciples,  and  made  to  herself 
a  friend  of  the  mammon  of  unrighteousness,  and  when  she  failed,  could,  with  Christian  con- 
fidence, say,  that  her  witness  was  in  heaven  and  her  reward  on  high. 

This  stone  is  erected  by  the  grateful  hand  of  filial  piety  to  protect  the  awful  dust  of  revei'ed 
parents. 

These  inscriptions  may  be  found  in  Alden's  valuable  Collection  of  Epitaphs. 
Dr.  Mann  had  several  sons  who  entered  the  profession. 

Prestox  Manx  was  the  first  graduate  from  this  town  at  Brown  University, 
1776.  He  became  a  physician  and  settled  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  for 
years  a  leader  in  social  circles.  He  acquired  wealth  and  owned  a  handsome 
and  extensive  place,  and  long  after  his  fortune  rendered  the  practice  of  his 
profession  unnecessary  he  was  frequently  summoned  to  consultations.  He 
was  a  noble  and  upright  man.  one  of  culture  and  refinement,  of  courtlv  and 
polished  manners.     His  acquaintance  embraced  the  most  distinguished  persons 


President  of  the  Senate;  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Massachusetts;  Projector  of  the 
^tate  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Worcester;  a  niember  of  Congress;  and  President  of  Antioch  College  at 
Yellow  Springs,  Greene  County,  Ohio,  where  he  labored  witli  great  faithfulness  and  self-denial  in  the 
Interests  of  that  then  struggling'institutiou,  au'l  where  he  died  in  1859.  His  statue  stands  in  front  of 
the  State  House  at  Boston  by  the  side  of  that  of  Daniel  Webster. 
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of  the  time  aixl  his  eK'naut  mansion  was  the  centre  of  a  charmiiiii'  and  liberal 
hospitality  widely  extended  among  the  people  of  the  highest  social  position 
in  the  land.  This  mansion  remained  in  the  family  nntil  a  few  years  ago  and 
is  still,  it  is  said,  a  fine-looking  residence. 

.Ikiin  Mil. Ton  Mann,  another  son.  was  also  a  graduate  of  Brown  University 
—  I7>i7  —  and  became  a  [)hysician.  ile  removed  to  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  in  ISOO, 
where  he  was  drowned  in  attempting  to  cross  the  river.  It  was  in  the  night  — 
he  IkhI  been  called  to  the  bedside  of  a  patient — and  he  "  met  his  tU'atli  wJiile 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty."  This  occurred  August  24,  l.SOti.  A  mon- 
ument was  erected  to  his  memory  l)y  the  citizens  of  Hudson,  upon  which  was 
placed  the  following  inscription  :  ' 

Doctor  Miiiiii  was  bom  in  Attleborou'^li,  ^lassachiisetts ;  he  was  educated  at  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  Providence,  Riiode  Ishuul,  and  came  to  reside  in  Hudson,  a.i>.  ISOO.  This  city  is 
indel)ted  to  him  for  the  introduction  of  vaccine  inoculation,  thouuh  here  as  elsewhere,  the 
phihinthropic  enterprise  was  obH<;ed  to  contend  aj;;aiust  iircjudicc  and  misrepresentation.  The 
common  council  of  Hudson,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  voted  that  they  would  attend  his 
funeral  and  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  thirty  days  on  account  of  their  respect  for  his  character 
and  their  rejrret  for  his  loss.  Here  are  laid  the  remains  of  one  whom  society  respected  and 
his  kindred  loved.  He  was  a  wise  scholar,  a  skillful  physician,  a  kind  husi)anil  and  father, 
and  a  sincere  Christian.  Deeply  is  he  bewailed.  P\'W  men  of  his  time  possessed  a  mind  more 
happily  turned  to  the  acquisition  of  science,  or  exhibited  more  perspi(;uously  patience  and 
vigor  than  Doctor  Mann.  Alas  I  Just  as  his  faculties  had  become;  matun;  and  society  had 
learned  their  value,  just  when  in  the  time  of  bodily,  and  mental  manhooil,  with  his  honors 
thickening  upon  him,  death  struck  him  down.  lint  let  not  infidel  grief  regard  his  mind  as 
having  l)een  cultivated  >>r  his  knowledge  accumulated  in  vain;  for  so  he  was  enal)led  to  enter 
the  future  life  with  enlarged  capacities  of  enjoynu-nt,  with  more  worthy  views  (jf  his  own 
nature  antl  ilestiny.  with  clearer  ajjpndiension  of  his  Heavenly  Father's  will,  and  with  added 
incitement  to  constant  obedience. 

Herbert  ^Iann,  still  another  son,  ami  said  to  Ite  the  brightest  of  them  all, 
was  educated  a  physician  and  entered  as  surgeon  on  the  privateer  General 
Arnold.  Captain  Magee,  and  was  lo>t  in  that  terriiile  storm  which  occurred  in 
Plymouth  Harlior,  December  2(1 .  1  "Ts.  The  stone  which  is  here  erected  to  his 
memory  contains  the  following  epitaph:  ••in  memory  of  Doctor  Herbert 
Mann,  who  with  110  sailors,  with  (apt.  .lames  Magee,  mastt'r.  went  on  board 
the  brig  General  Arnold,  in  IJoston  Harbor,  2'){\\.  Dec.  177'->,  hoisted  sail, 
made  for  sea,  and  wt-ic  immediately  overtaken  by  the  most  tremendous  snow 
storm  with  cold,  that  was  ever  known  in  tin-  meujory  of  man,  and,  unhappily, 
parted  their  cable  in  I'lymouth  harbor,  in  a  place  called  the  Cow-yards,  and 
he,  with  al»out  loo  others,  was  fro/en  to  death  ;  si\ty-si\  of  wiiom  weic  buried 
in  f>ne  grave-  He  was  in  the  21.st  year  of  his  age.  —  And  now  Lord  (iod 
Almighty,  just  and  true  are  .all  thy  ways,  but  who  can  stand  before  thv  cold." 

In  Dr.  'I'hacher's  •'  History  of  riynioiith  "  is  fomid  :i  gi  apliic  des(ri]iti<iii  of 
this  most  terrific  storm  and  awful  wieck  known  in  history,  wliicii  seems  almost 
unparallelcfl  in  human  siilTeiing  :  — 


'  See  Snr/iorl  .\firrun/  fur  (titnluT  l:t,  I*;?  •'  hi  llii-  lowii  of  I'lyiiiiiiilli. 
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Tn  1778,  December  26"'.  ■J7"i,  the  iiiliiibitant^  of  this  town  were  called  to  witness  a  catas- 
trophe truly  appalling  to  humanity.  The  brig  '  General  Arnold,'  mounting  twenty  guns, 
having  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  tive  men  and  boys,  commanded  by  Capt.  James  Magee.  of 
Boston,  sailed  from  that  poil  on  Thursday,  2J:'h  of  Deceml)er,  Ijound  on  a  cruise.  On  Friday 
anchored  oil'  Plymouth  Harbor,  l^eing  ijestitute  of  a  pilot.  In  the  night,  a  heavy  gale,  drove 
on  the  White  Flat.  She  soon  tilled  with  water,  and  it  became  necessary  to  cut  away  the  masts. 
Unfortunately  a  great  disturbance  was  occasioned  Ijy  intoxication  among  some  of  the  seamen 
in  the  steerage,  which  was  with  ditticulty  quelleil  by  the  officers.  A  tremendous  storm  of 
wind  and  snow  came  ou,  and  a  considerable  uumber  of  men  died  on  Saturday  afternoon,  and  in 
the  night.  Thi'ee  men,  not  of  the  crew,  being  on  board,  took  the  yawl  and  i)assed  eight  or  ten 
rods  to  the  ice.  and  were  taken  on  board  a  schooner  that  was  frozen  in.  Had  the  boat  been 
returned  as  promised,  many  lives  would  have  been  saved. 

Sunday  morning  the  vessel  was  seen  in  a  most  distressful  situation,  enveloped  in  ice  and 
snow,  and  the  whole  shore  was  frozen  to  a  solid  body  of  ice,  the  winds  and  waves  raging  with 
>uch  dreadful  \  iolence  that  no  possible  relief  couhl  be  attbrded  to  the  miserable  sutt'erers.  The 
inhabitants  made  every  effort  to  reach  the  wreck  in  boats,  Itut  were  obliged  to  put  back, 
although  aware  that  the  se;imen  were  in  the  anns  of  death,  and  when  the  miserable  victims  on 
board  saw  the  tioats  returning,  leaving  them  in  a  condition  of  utter  hopelessness,  their  spirits 
were  appalled,  and  numbers  were  seen  to  fall  dead  on  the  deck. 

Ou  Monday  the  inhabitants  passed  over  the  ice  to  the  wreck.  Here  was  presented  a  scene 
unutteraldy  awful  and  ilistressing.  It  is  scaJx-ely  possible  for  the  human  mind  to  conceive  of  a 
more  appalling  spectacle.  The  ship  was  sunk  ten  feet  in  the  sand;  the  waves  had  been  for 
about  thiny-six  hours  sweeping  the  main  deck;  the  men  had  crowded  to  the  quarter-deck,  and 
even  here  they  were  obliged  to  pile  together  dead  bodies  to  make  room  for  the  living.  Seventy 
dead  bodies,  frozen  into  all  imaginable  postures,  were  strewn  over  the  deck  or  attached  to  the 
shrouds  and  spars;  about  thirty  exhiltited  signs  of  life,  but  were  unconscious  whether  in  life  or 
death.  The  bodies  remained  in  the  postures  in  which  they  died,  the  features  dreadfully  dis- 
torted; some  were  erect,  some  bending  forward,  some  sitting  with  the  head  resting  ou  the 
knees,  and  some  with  both  arms  extended,  clinging  to  spars  or  some  parts  of  the  vessel.  The 
few  survivors,  and  the  dead  bodies  were  brought  over  the  ice  ou  sleds  and  boai'ds,  and  the  dead 
were  piled  on  the  floor  of  the  courthouse,  exhibiting  a  scene  calculated  to  impress  even  the. 
most  callous  heart  with  deep  huudlity  aud  sorrow.  It  has  been  said  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  liobbins. 
fainted  when  called  to  perform  the  funeral  ceremonies.  Those  bodies  that  were  to  be  deposited 
in  coflins  were  first  put  iuto  the  town  Ijook;  a  considerable  uumber  were  seeu  floating  on  the; 
water  fastened  by  ropes,  that  their  form  might  be  made  to  conform  to  the  coffins,  but  about, 
sixty  were  thrown  into  a  large  pit  as  they  were  taken  from  the  vessel.  This  pit  is  in  a  hollow 
on  the  south-west  side  of  the  burial-ground,  and  remains  without  a  stone.  The  greater  part  of 
those  who  were  found  alive  expired  soon  after.  Capt.  Magee  survived,  and  pei-formed  several 
profitable  voyages  afterwards.  He  ai>stained  entirely  from  drinking  ardent  spirits,  but  was  of 
opinion  that  he  was  greatly  benefited  Ijy  putting  rum  iuto  his  ])oots.  Those  who  drank  rum 
were  the  more  immediate  victims,  several  l)eing  found  dead  in  the  very  spot  where  thev 
drank  it. 

The  following  letter  from  Captain  Magee  is  deemed  sufficiently  interesting 
to  present  here  :  ^ 

As  I  am  informed  a  report  has  circulated  through  the  country  that  myself  and  people  did 
not  receive  that  relief  and  assistance  to  which  the  distressed  and  unfortunate  are  ever  entitled, 
justice  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Plymouth,  in  which  harbor  I  was  unhappily  ship- 
wrecked, indispensably  requires  of  me  to  contradict  so  groundless  a  report,  and  state  the 
circumstauces. 

Agi-eeable  to  the  account  before  published,  in  the  morning  of  the  26'h  ultimo,  in  the  severest 


-It  was  printed  in  the  Boston  Evening  Post  of  January  -23,  1779,  and  with  some  facts  following 
was  taken  from  an  account  of  this  calamity  by  \Villiam  S.  Russell,  Esq.,  printed  in  the  Old  Colony 
Memorial  (Plymoutli),  December  1.3,  18fi2. 
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of  ull  >tonn>.  the  liriirantiiu'  I  (inniiiMiiilfcl  (cMllril  ilic  (iciicral  Anmlil)  ilriiu-eil  licr  inichitrs, 
ami  stnak  on  a  white  tiat.  notwith-tandliiu  even  ellurt  and  iiieciiiitioii  to  prevent  it;  in  about 
twelve  hours  after  she  liilired.  The  iiiiarter  deek  was  the  only  place  that  eould  atlord  the  most 
distant  pro>peit  of  safety,  and  a  few  hours  presented  a  scene  there  that  to  mention  the  particu- 
lars would  jihock  the  least  delicate  humanity.  Some  of  my  people  were  stifled  to  death  in  the 
snow:  others  perished  with  extremity  of  the  cold,  and  a  few  were  washed  oft"  the  deck  and 
drowned.  The  mornimr  of  the  iS"'.  so  ardently  wished  for,  discovered  a  spectacle  the  mcst 
dreadful;  forty  or  tifty  men.  who  the  day  before  were  stroiiir  antl  healthy,  lyinir  dead  upon  the 
deck  in  all  manner  of  attitudes.  The  survivors,  lindini:  themselves  within  a  mile  of  the  shore, 
entertained  the  mo-^t  saniruine  hopes  of  lieinijr  taken  otf  the  wreck,  ami  rescued  from  the  frozen 
and  premature  fate  that  awaited  them;  itut.  thouirh  constant  and  repeated  attempts  v.ere  made 
for  this  purpose  by  the  -rood  people  of  Plymouth  durinu  the  whole  day,  we  were  so  situated, 
that  all  human  endeavors  to  relieve  us  were  exerted  in  vain.  Several  of  my  men,  imauiniui;- 
from  this  circumstance  that  <leath  was  inevitable,  uave  way  to  despair,  and  instantly  yielded 
[up]  the  nhost.  We  contiiuu'd  in  this  deplorable  and  >uflerin,i;  condition  until  Monday  the 
29'*',  at  twelve  of  the  clock,  when  the  inhabitants  of  Plymouth  were  enabled  to  bring  us  off  the 
\vreck  and  receive  us  to  their  homes,  and  administered  everything  to  us  that  was  necessary, 
and  comfortable,  with  that  temlerness  anil  social  sympathy  which  do  honor  to  human  nature. 
The  dead,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  seventy-two  men,  were  carried  on  shore  and  decently 
buried  as  soon  as  po-sibje;  some,  indeed,  who  were  alive  were  saved  only  to  drag  out  a  few 
miserable  days  in  the  extreme  of  jjain  and  then  expire.  An  universal  disposition  was  shown 
to  secure  everything  belonging  to  the  owner.-  and  i)eoi)le,  and  the  minutest  article,  wheresoever 
found,  was  sficrejUi/  taken  care  of.  of  which  I  shall  always  retain  a  grateful  remembrance  as 
well  as  of  that  kind  PriviiUMKc  which  iircserviMJ  my  life. 

The  total  nmnber  who  outlived  those  tei"iit)le  experiences  was  thirty-four, 
iiicliuling  Captain  Mngee.  "■  Aiiionu"  Ihoso  who  perished  were  Dr.  IManii  of 
Attleborough.  Dr.  Sears,  Capt.  .lolni  RiissuU  of  Barnstable,  commander  of 
the  marines,  and  Lieut.  Daniel  Mail.  The  last  two  were  luiried  in  one  grave 
ou  the  south  side  of  the  burial  hill."'  ' 

Newton  Mann,  tlie  fourth  and  last  of  tlie  l»rothers,  removed  to  the  State  of 
New  York  and  settled  in  \Yhitesborough.  He  started  the  village  of  .Mannville. 
where  he  liecanie  an  extensive  cotton  inanufacturer  anil  a  man  of  wealth,  rival- 
uvr,  it  is  said,  in  his  style  of  living  tlie  eli'gauce  of  his  l)rother  in   New|)ort. 

His  wifu  was  .Vbigail  .Maxcy,  whom  he  married  .M-nrt«h  '22,   17'.<l'. 

ii..  /'  '^^  ■■(■   .    '  -I  , 


•  It  fthoujil  lie  ol>-ervcil  thai  wlicii  pcr-oii-  arc  exposed  to  Intense  cold,  llicie  Is  always  a  propensity 
to  fleep,  but  the  nionuMit  It  U  Indul^'cil  It  lici'imics  the  slceii  of  death. —  /'/•.  7'liiiclitr's  I'liimmtth,  p.  2P>. 
I'robuhly  nunilierH  lont  their  live!"  In  Ihl!-  manner.  The  dead  were  frozen  In  all  ^lla|)cs  and  sonic  colUiis 
eonlalncd  two  Itodtc:-,  for  men  and  Imy^  were  found  lorkid  in  each  others'  arms.  As  the  deck  of  the 
vessel  was  being  examined  to  MCpamte  the  llvliif:  from  llie  dead  one  man  was  .-ceu  to  merely  raise  his 
eyelids,  beliiK  unable  to  make  any  oilier  sif^n  of  life,  lie  was  taken  on  shore  and  put  Into  cold  water, 
remaining  for  several  hours,  and  by  that  means  "  he  was  rcsiiscltatud,  luit  wlih  the  most  exi|iilslte 
pain."  He  said  that  w  Idle  tin-  e.\amliiatlnn  on  the  deck  was  In  progress  he  heard  disilncily  what  was 
Huldaiid  became  extremely  anxious  lest  he  should  lie  passed  liy  as  dead  and  so  exerteil  all  his  remaining 
strength  to  ctnivlnce  tlior<e  he  heard  talking  that  he  was  xtlll  alive,  lie  lost  lioth  of  his  feel  but  lived 
for  fully  foriy  years  after  this  evenl.  His  name  was  llariiabas  Downs,  and  he  was  from  Itarnstalile. 
Another  sui  vivor  was  Cornelius  Marchaiit,  w  hose  feet  were  crippled,  hut  he  lived  for  over  II fly  years. 
He  wrote  a  stali-menl  of  the  occnnencei-  of  ihls  terrilde  time,  In  which  lie  lesililed  to  the  courage  and 
good  inaiiagcnieui  of  the  oillcers  and  especially  to  the  watchful  care  o\ci- others  manifested  liy  the 
caplnln.  He  \\i\*  partlcularl}  kind  to  .'i  little  hoy  placeil  In  his  care,  whom  he  carried  In  his  arms  until 
•■  extreme  iieceHttly  ohll;{ed  him  to  put  the  child  down,  aiel  lei  him  lake  hU  chance  tor  life."  This 
man  Man:haiil  died  In  isb.  anc'l  se\  entv  ll\  c,  the  l.i-l  survivor  of  the  sliljiwnik. 
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Dr.  Bezaleel  Mann  liad  also  several  daughters.  One  of  them,  Mary,  mar- 
ried Mr.  Josiah  Draper,  a  proraineut  man  of  this  town.  She  died  May  2, 
1808,  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  her  age,  and  is  buried  in  the  family  bnryiug- 
ground  in  Oldtown.     The  following  inscription  is  upon  her  headstone  :  — 

"  She  conducted  her  household  and  her  affairs  with  discretion.  She 
tempered  her  authority  with  a  happy  mixture  of  tender  affection.  She  met 
Death  with  the  resignation  and  hope  of  a  Christian." 

Another  daughter  married  a  Mr.  Richmond  and  settled  in  Providence. 

Still  another,  Eunice,  on  September  9,  1790,  married  Dr.  Seth  Capron,  of 
this  town,  one  of  her  father's  students.  Thev  removed  with  her  brother 
Newton  to  New  York. 

General  Horace  Capron  was  their  sou,  and  was  born  in  this  town  August 
4,  1804.  As  his  parents  had  settled  in  New  York  State,  doubtless  his  child- 
hood was  passed  there.  When  a  young  man  he  went  to  the  manufacturing 
town  of  Laurel,  Md.,  and  became  largely  interested  in  factories  there.  He 
also  became  interested  in  agricultural  pursuits  —  purchased  a  farm  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town,  which  he  made  quite  famous  by  the  excellent  manner 
in  which  he  cultivated  it.  He  was  commander  of  the  militia  company  of 
Laurel,  and  with  his  company  participated  in  the  ceremonies  at  the  laving 
of  the  cornerstone  of  the  Washington  Monumeut.  He  removed  from  Mary- 
land to  Illinois  and  entered  the  army  from  that  State. 

In  January,  1863,  he  received  a  commission  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
Fourteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  in  a  very  short  time  was  promoted  to  the 
colonelcy.  He  was  constantly  in  active  service  while  in  the  army  and  was 
frequently  selected  by  his  commanding  officers  to  fill  positions  requiring  great 
skill  and  courage.  He  was  in  action  in  almost  every  battle  durhig  the  cam- 
paign of  East  Tennessee.  He  was  with  the  army  of  General  Sherman  in 
that  unique  and  most  memorable  campaign,  his  "  March  to  the  Sea  "  ;  he 
participated  in  all  of  its  battles,  and  when  Atlanta  was  taken  Colonel  Capron 
with  men  from  his  old  regiment  formed  the  advance  guard  of  the  Twentieth 
Corps,  which  drove  the  enemy's  cavalr}^  through  the  city.  He  was  with 
General  Stoneman  when  that  officer  was  captured,  but  he,  with  three  hundred 
brave  men,  cut  their  way  through  the  enemy's  lines,  and  after  six  days  of 
fighting  succeeded  in  reaching  the  lines  of  the  Union  army.  Later  he  was 
with  General  Thomas  and  "  rendered  good  service  in  the  campaign  aoainst 
Gen.  Hood."  Still  later,  "  after  the  relief  of  Nashville,"  he  was  obliged  to 
offer  his  resignation  because  of  disability. 

He  was  in  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  ceremonies  of  the 
dedication  of  the  Washington  Monument,  when  he  took  a  severe  cold.  A 
very  brief  illness  followed  which  terminated  fatally,  and  he  died  at  the 
"Portland,"  in  that  city  February  22,  1885.  See  The  National  Tribune  for 
February  26,  1885. 


474  -4   SKETCH   OF   THE 

There  are  but  few  survivors  of  the  ^lann  fuiiiily.  The  hist  in  this  town  of 
the  second  generation  was  Mrs.  Ira  Richards,  daughter  of  Mr.  Josiah  and 
Mary  Mann  Draper  aiid  granddaughter  of  Dr.  Bezaleel  ^lann.  Siie  died  at 
North  Attleborough  not  many  years  since  at  a  ver}-  advanced  age.  Some  of 
the  above  facts  relating  to  her  family  were  furnished  l»y  her  to  the  Chronicle^ 
as  may  be  seen  in  its  issue  of  Xoveuiber  1.').  l.s-73,  and  some  of  the  others 
were  found  in  the  Xon-porf  Mi'irnrii  for  October  13,  1877. 

Rev.  . Jonathan  .Ma.'^c\>  s.t.d..  President  of  Rhode  Island,  I'nion^  anil 
Columbia  (S.  C.).  colleges.  Avas  one  of  the  most  eminent  puljiit  orators  of 
this  country..  He  was  born  in  this  town  September  2,  1768.  lie  prepared 
for  college  \\\  the  school  of  Rev.  William  AVIlliams.  of  Wreutham.  which  was 
then  the  most  celeltrated  institution  in  the  vicinity  and  tiie  resort  of  a  great 
many  young  men  for  the  |)ursuit  of.  classical  studies  and  preparation  for 
college. 1  He  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1787  and  was  immediately 
appointed  a  tutor.  He  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  First  l>aptist  Church  in 
Provideuce.  September  8.  17i)l,  and  at  the  same  time  was  appointed  the  first 
Professor  of  Divinity  in  that  college.-  After  the  death  of  President  Man- 
ning he  was  unauimously  elected  president,  a.i>.  1792,^  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-four.  He  presided  over  this  university  for  eleven  years  with  distin- 
guished success  and  with  a  splendid  reputation  for  eloquence  and  learning. 
His  administration  was  marked  by  mildness,  urbanity,  and  dignity.  Under 
his  guardianship  the  university  acquired  a  distinguished  name  for  oratory. 
Guided  by  his  fostering  genius  it  sent  forth  a  constellation  of  eloquent  and 
accomplished  speakers  who  have  shone  in  various  departments  of  pul)lic  life, 
and  whose  eloquence  bars  been  felt  in  the  pulpit,  at  the  bar,  and  in* the  halls 
of  legislation,  many  of  whom  have  acquired  a  national  renown.  He  was 
peculiarly  fitted  to  stamp  impressions  of  his  own  character  on  the  minds  of 
those  around  him  and  to  infuse  his  own  spirit  into  theirs.  He  acquired  a 
salutary  influence  over  ilie  youth  committed  to  iiis  eiiarge.  He  imbueil  their 
hearts  with  a  taste  for  literature  and  with  a  love  of  truth  and  moral  beauty, 
and  excited  in  their  bosoms  the  most  anient  aspirations  after  excellence. 
He  knew  well  how  to  kindle  and  fan  the  llame  of  genius.  His  memory  was 
cbcrishcfl  by  all  his  piqtils  with  peculiar  atfection  and  gratitude.  In  speaking 
of  the  university  it  has  been  truly  said  tiiat  he  was  one  "  whose  name  and 
fame  are  identified  with  its  icputation,  and  who>c  niiuLrh'd  mildness,  dignity, 
and  goodness,  etjualled  only  Ity  his  genius,  learning  ami  i-hxpience,  subdued 
all  envy,  made  all  admir«'rs  friends,  and  gave  him  an  irresistible  sway  over 
the  miinls  of    those  placed  niider  his  caic."'' 

Tiiough  accumpli.shed  in  eveiy  (h^partmeiit  of  learning,  he  was  distinguished 


■See  "  (iullil'B  MannliiK  i>»<l  Mi-own  UnlverHlty,"  p.  401,  note. 

'  He  wnN  the  llrttt  iin<l  only  rr<»fcH»or  uf  Divinity  ever  appulntuil  In  Itrow  n  rnlverslty. 

>  Hon.  Virgil  Mux«y'»  I»lM<ourne  licfoic  Uic  I'lil  Ilctn  Kappitof  llrown  rnlvernlly,  Septeinbor  4,  1833. 
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more  particularly  as  a  belles-lettres  scholar.  His  oratory  was  in  some  respects 
peculiar.  There  was  nothing  in  it  like  rant  or  affectation  —  no  appearance 
of  that  popular  declamation  which  is  so  often  employed  to  captivate  the 
multitude.  There  was  apparenth'  no  attempt  in  it  to  produce  effect  —  no 
labored  display,  but  everything  appeared  easy,  natural,  and  unstudied.  It 
was  deep,  impassioned,  but  not  declaratory .>  His  voice  was  not  naturally 
powerful,  but  he  had  it  perfectly  under  his  control  through  all  its  intonations. 
He  usually  commenced  in  a  calm  and  moderate  manner  but  grew  warmer  and 
more^animated  as  he  advanc.ed  in  his  discourse,  aiid  gradually  and  impercep- 
tibl}'  gained  upon  the  attention  and  feelings  of  his  he.arers  until  every  one 
present  was  wholly  engrossed  upon  the  subject  of  the  speaker.  ^  Indeed,  he 
himself  seemed  completely  absorbed  in  his  own  subject,  and  by  the  influence 
of  sympathy  carried  his  audience  with  him. 

His  delivery  was  remarkably  expressive.  Every  sentiment  he  uttered  came 
from  the  heart  and  vibrated  through  his  whole  frame.  Every  cord  and  muscle 
was  an  echo  to  his  soul.  His  elocution  was  full  of  grace,  yet  his  power  was 
fiot  in  this;  it  was  in  the  life  —  the  ^soul, 'which  he  infused  into  his  voice,  his 
gestures,  and  his  countenance  —  all.  expressive  anh  harmonious.  His  elo- 
quence was  at  once  graceful  and  forcible.  In  a, word,  he  had  in  perfection 
what  Demosthenes  called  action. 

He  did  not  neglect  to  cultivate  the  minor  graces  of  elocution.  He  never 
made  a  prayer  or  delivered  anything  in  public  extempore,  even  on  the  most 
ordinary  occasions,  in  which  every  sentence  and  every  word  were  not  accu- 
rately arranged  and  in  their  right  place.  Though  his  voice  was  naturally 
feeble  it  was  able  to  occupy  a  large  compass,  and  every  word  and  evei'y 
syllable  fie  uttered  in  the  largest  audience  fell  distinctly  on  the  ear  of  the 
most  distant  auditor. 

The  following  extract  will  show  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  at  the 
South.  It  was  written  but  a  short  time  previous  to  his  death  and  contains  a 
brief  but  lively  description  of  the  impressive  effects  of  his  eloquence,  even 
when  his  powers  were  impaired  by  advancing  age  and  feeble  health  :  — 

From  the  Charleston  City  Gazette.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  residing  iu 
Columliia  to  his  friend  iu  Charleston. 

Columbia,  6th.  July.  1819, 

Last  Simday  we  went  to  hear  Dr.  3Iaxcy.  It  being  the  4th  of  July,  it  was  a  discourse 
appropriate  to  that  eventful  period.  I  had  always  been  led  to  believe  the  Doctor  an  eloquent 
and  impressive  preacher;  but  bad  no  idea,  till  now.  that  he  possessed  such  transcendent 
powers.  I  never  heard  such  a  stream  of  eloquence.  —It  flowed  from  his  lips,  even  like  the  oil 
from  Aaron's  head.  Every  ear  was  delighted,  everj'  heart  was  elated,  every  bosom  throbbed 
with  gratitude,  -Such  appropriate  metaphor!  such  grand,  such  sublime  descriptions!  such 
exalted  ideas  of  Deity !  and  delivered  with  all  the  grace,  the  force,  the  elegance  of  a  youthful 
orator!  I  was  sometimes  in  pain,  lest  this  good  old  man  should  outdo  himself,  and  become 
exhausted,  but  as  he  advanced  in  his  discourse,  he  rose  in  animation,  till  at  length  he  reached 
heights  the  most  sublime,  and  again  descended  with  the  same  facility  with  which  he  soared. 
So  far  as  I  can  judge,  (and  your  partiality.  I  know,  will  allow  me  to  be  no  mean  critic)  there 
was  not  heard  the  slightest  deviation  from  the  most  correct  enunciation  and  grammatical 
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arranircinent :  all  tlic  powers  of  art  sceincd  sul>M-rviciit  to  his  absolute  control.  Iii  slmrt.  I 
neviT  lieanl  anytliini;  to  lompare  to  Dr.  Maxi-y's  sermon,  in  all  the  course  of  my  life,  and.  oM 
as  I  am.  I  wouM  now  walk  even  twenty  miles  throuu'h  the  hotte-it  sands,  to  listeu  to  such 
anothordiseotir.se.     I  am  persiunled  I  shall  mver  lirur  >ii<li  another  in  tliis  life. 

Dr.  ^laxcv's  most  celebrated  perfoiiiKiiife  while  he  presided  over  Brown 
University,  regarded  us  a  specimen  of  jiulpit  oratory,  was  his  sermon  on  the 
Existence  and  Attribntes  of  God,  delivered  at  Providence  in  17i>5,  which  was 
frequently  spoken  of  at  the  end  of  nearly  a  half-century,  and  produced  at 
the  time  the  most  lively  and  striking  effect  on  the  audience.  Those  who 
heard  it  never  forgot  it.  The  impression  it  produced  was  the  result  in  a  great 
degree  of  the  manner  of  its  delivery.  Such  a  brilliant  effort  of  eloquence 
has  seldom  been  witnessed  in  any  house  of  public  worsiiip.  This  discourse, 
though  enlivened  V>v  a  bold,  luxuriant,  and  brilliant  imagination,  and  a  lofti- 
ness of  conception,  is  yet  characterized  Ity  his  usual  neatness  and  simplicity 
of  language.  Indeed,  in  his  highest  flights  his  sfijle  of  writing  was  always 
remarkable  for  a  pure  English  idiom  and  a  classical  simplicity  of  language. 

In  fine,  he  was  an  elo(p;ent  orator  and  a  learned  scholar. 

In  J 801  he  was  honoied  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  Har- 
vard University. 

In  1802  he  resigned  the  presidency  of  Brown  University  and  accepted  that 
of  Union  College,  Schenectady.  X.  Y..  where  he  remained  till  the  estal>lish- 
ment  of  the  new  college  in  Cohniil)ia,  S.  C,  in  1804,  of  which  he  was 
appointed  the  first  president,  and  immediately  removed  to  that  place,  where 
he  continued  till  the  day  of  his  death,  June  4,  1820,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two. 
He  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  president  the  youngest,  and  presided  the 
longest  in  proportion  to  his  years,  of  any  person  in  this  cotMitry.  He  was 
connected  with  some  college,  either  as  student  or  (illicfr,  nearly  thirty-seven 
out  of  the  fifty-two  years  of  his  life. 

The  following  story  of  a  college  freak  is  told  of  Dr.  Maxty  while  he  was 
in  South  Carolina  :  — 

On  one  occasion  several  of  the  stndents  resolved  to  draj;  the  tloctor's  carriaj^e  into  tlie 
wooil-i.  and  fixed  upon  a  ni>;ht  fur  the  performance  of  the  exploit.  One  of  their  numher.  how- 
ever, was  trouhletl  with  some  comi»unctious  visitinjrs,  and  mana^'ed  to  <-onV(!y  to  tlic  worthy 
President  a  hint  tlntt  it  would  he  well  for  him  to  secure  tiie  door  of  tiie  ciirria^'e-house. 
Instead  of  payin;r  any  heed  to  this  suK;,'estion.  tin  doctor  proceeded  on  the  apjiointed  ni;,dit  to 
tliecarriav'e-houseand  ens<'onced  his  portly  person  inside  the  vehicle.  In  less  than  an  hoursKUie 
half  do/en  yowii^' gentlemen  came  to  his  retreat  ami  caiiliously  willidrew  the  carriaj^c  into  ilie 
roail.  When  they  were  fairly  out  of  the  crdle^e  precin<'t-  they  licLran  lo  joke  freely  with  ea<h 
other  l»y  name. 

One  of  them  complaine>l  nf  the  weii'lii  of  the  i;irriaL'e.  and  annlln  r  riiiljcil  Ky  swearinL'  it 
was  heavy  enoii^'h  to  lia\f  the  (»ld  fellow  himself  inside.  For  nearly  a  mile  they  proceeded 
iilon;:  the  hi^'hway,  and  then  stru<k  into  the  wooils  to  a  lover  which  tliey  concluded  would 
efl'eclually  conceal  the  vehicle.  .Makin;r  Ihem-elves  inllnitely  merry  at  the  doctor's  expense,  and 
conjecturing  how  and  when  he  wnuld  lind  his  earria;re.  they  at  lenjith  reachetj  the  spot  \v  here 
they  had  ii'solveil  to  li-ave  it.  Just  as  they  werealioiit  to  depart  —  Inivimronce  more  a^rrei-d  that 
"the  earrinjre  was  heavy  enou^rh  to  have  tiie  idil  ilodor  ami  all  his  trihe  in  it"  — Ihey  were 
startled  liy  the  «udden  druppini'  of  one  of  the  <_'lass  panels.  :ind  the  well-known  voice  of  the 
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doctor  himself  thus  atltlressinj;  them:  "  So,  so.  young- irentlemeu.  you  are  tfoing  to  leave  me  in 
the  woods,  are  you?    Surely,  as  you  have  In'ouirht  me  hither  for  your  own  gratitication,  you  will 

not  refuse  to  take  me  back  for  mine.    Come,  Mr. aud and ,  buckle  to  and  let 

us  return ;  it  *s  getting  late."  There  was  no  appeal ;  for  the  window  was  raised,  aud  the  doctor 
resumed  his  seat.  Almost  without  a  word  the  discomfited  young  gentlemen  took  their  places  at 
the  pole  and  the  back  of  the  vehicle,  and  quite  as  expeditiously,  if  with  less  voice,  did  they 
retrace  their  steps.  In  silence  they  dragged  the  carriage  into  its  wonted  place,  and  then 
retreated  precipitately  to  their  rooms,  to  dream  of  the  account  they  must  render  on  the  morrow. 
When  they  had  retired,  the  doctor  quietly  vacated  the  carriage  and  went  to  his  house,  where 
he  related  the  story  to  his  family  with  much  glee.  He  never  called  the  heroes  of  that  nocturnal 
expedition  to  an  account,  nor  was  the  carriage  ever  afterward  dragged  at  night  into  the 
woods. 1 

Dr.  Maxcy  was  the  second  president  of  Brown  University,  that  ancient 
institution,  one  who  reflected  tlie  highest  htstre  on  the  university  at  which  he 
graduated  and  over  which  he  presided  while  a  mere  youth.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  cherished  ornaments  of  the  religious  denomination  to  which  he 
belonged,  aud  one  of  the  most  impressive,  brilliant,  and  eloquent  pulpit 
orators  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  No  one  has  enjoyed  a  greater  popular- 
ity ;  no  one  was  ever  more  idolized  by  his  contemporaries  than  lie.  As  a 
teacher  of  the  highest  branches  of  moral  philosophy  he  had  no  superior,  and 
he  produced  a  profound  impression  and  influence  on  the  pupils  successively 
under  his  charge.     His  whole  career  was  an  honor  to  American  scholarship. 

His  wife  was  Susan  Hopkins,  a  daughter  of  Commodore  Eseck  Hopkins, 
of  Providence,  by  whom  he  had  several  daughters  and  four  sons,  all  of 
whom  were  liberally  educated.  Several  of  the  sous  survived  him  and  con- 
tinued for  many  years  in  the  profession  of  the  law.  His  widow  continued 
to  live  for  some  time  after  his  death,  in  Columbia,  S.  C. 

He  published  ''A  Discourse  on  the  Death  of  President  Manning,"  1792; 
"  A  Sermon  on  the  P^xistence  of  God,  Demonstrated  from  the  Works  of 
Creation,"  1795;  "An  Oration  before  the  Providence  Association  of 
Mechanics  and  Manufacturers,"  179.5;  "A  Fourth  of  July  Oration,"  1795 
and  1799  ;  "  A  Discourse  on  the  Atonement,"  in  two  parts,  1796  ;  ••  A  Dedi- 
cation Sermon  at  Cumberland,  R.  I.,"  1796  ;  "  A  Sermon  before  the  AVarren 
Association,"  at  Boston,  1797;  "A  Funeral  Sermon  before  the  Legislature 
of  South  Carolina,"  1818;  and  numerous  addresses,  1797,  1801,  etc.,  to  the 
graduating  classes  of  Bfown  University.  His  discourses  and  addi-esses  were 
collected  and  published  in  1841  with  a  brief  memoir  of  his  life  by  Rev. 
Romeo  Elton,  late  professor  in  Brown  University. - 

It  requires  an  abler  pen  than  mine  to  portray  the  amiable  and  brilliant 
character  of  Maxcy,  and  to  do  justice  to  his  splendid  talents  as  an  orator. 
Those  only  who  knew  him  in  the  meridian  of  life,  and  who  had  seen  and  felt 


1  From  Taunton  Daibj  Gazette  for  April  22,  1S73. 

-  Dr.  Elton  resided  in  England  for  a  nunil)er  of  years,  having  nian-ied  there.  While  in  that  country 
he  publislied  an  edition  of  "Selections  from  Dr.  Maxcy "  which  had  an  extensive  circulation  there. 
He  presented  a  copy  to  Queen  Victoria,  who  highly  appreciated  it,  aud,  it  is  said,  read  one  or  two  of 
the  sermons  to  her  children. 
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the  power  of  his  cliKjiu'iice.  i-oiild  li:ivi'  ;j,ivt'ii  an  :ul('(|uate  description.  His 
memory  demanded  a  triluiti'  of  tilial  affection  from  some  one  of  his  many 
distinjiuished  pnjiils  wlio  were  so  deei)ly  indebteil  to  liis  examplt'  and  instruc- 
tions for  the  eminiMice  which  they  enjoyed  in  pul)lic  life.' 

Dr.  31a.\cy  was  in  many  respects  the  most  remarkable  man  l)orn  in  this 
town  ;  one  who  stronuly  impressed  the  a<ie  in  which  he  lived,  and  attracted  all 
who  came  within  the  spliere  of  his  influence,  and  all  who  knew  him  or  heard 
him. 

From  an  admiraljle  communication  of  Rev.  Gardner  R.  Perry,-'  a  native  of 
Norton,  near  the  residence  of  the  Maxcys  in  Attleborough,  and  who  wa.s  a 
pupil  of  Dr.  >[axry'>  liotii  in  Brown  Tniversity  and  at  Union  College,  aud 
who  was  familiar  with  him  socially  as  well  as  in  his  capacity  as  a  teacher,  I 
make  some  extracts,  describmii'  the  man  and  his  personal  appearance  and 
habits  and  his  manner  of  t('achin<>-  and  disciplining  liis  pupils  :  — 

Says  Dr.  Perry:  ••  F^'iuiii  early  life  I  had  some  kiiuwledge  of  his  history,  aud  the  estimation 
in  whieh  he  was  held  by  the  literary  ami  reliuious  world.  My  own  personal  aniuaintance  with 
him  eommenced  when  1  liecame  a  memlier  of  Brown  University  in  1800,  and  it  became  more 
intimate,  perhaps  I  should  say,  familiar,  when  he  removed  to  Union  College.  I  was  put  under 
his  special  care,  and  became  virtually  a  nuMuber  of  his  family. 

"  In  person  he  was  below  the  miildlc  size,  and  rather  thin  in  llesh.  But  his  face  \va»  liuhted 
up  with  a  tine  intellectual  expression  which  chielly  occui)ied  the  eye,  aud  engrossed  the  attention 
of  those  about  him.  The  mind  emphatically  made  the  num.  The  principle  involved  in  that 
expression,  so  far  as  it  concerned  the  outward  jjerson,  was  with  the  expression  of  the  late  Aaron 
Burr,  more  fully  illustrated  in  him,  than  in  any  other  individual  whom  I  ever  met.  He  was  well 
proportioned  in  his  form,  diguitied  in  his  appearaniie,  ami  impressive  in  his  manners.  A 
remarkable  hann  tuy  prevailed  between  the  movements  of  his  person  and  the  workings  of  his 
iniml  aud  heart.  P2very  emotion  without,  seemed  but  an  expression  of  what  was  working 
within.  He  wore  a  three  cornered  cocked  hat,  and  on  all  public  octasious  appeared  in  silk 
cassock  and  bands.  His  complexion  was  light  ami  somewhat  sallow  ;  though  a  slight  freshness 
iiever  failed  to  dilliise  itself  over  his  cheek  when  he  was  moved  by  any  of  the  gentler  feelings. 
His  forehead  was  high  and  o|jeu:  his  eye  a  mellow,  pleasant  blue;  aud  the  whole  contour  of  his 
head  and  face  though  not  altogether  tilling  up  the  idea  of  physical  beauty,  certainly  atVorded  a 
striking  image  of  mental  i)owcr  aud  high  moral  I'ccliuir. 

•'  Dr.  Maxcy  was  ralhci-  uucoUMuonly  iliimcsti<'  in  his  feelings,  :ind  im  ni:ui  Imik  li\clit  r  inter- 
est than  he  in  whatever  concerni'fl  the  welfare  of  hi.-  family.  lli>  chililrcn  at  the  lime  1  was 
nio>t  w  ill)  him,  were  young,  the  oldest  probably  not  exceeding  l<*n  or  twelve  years.  These  he 
encouraged  to  vi<il  liim  moi-ning  and  evening  in  his  study,  when  he  cultivated  the  most  delight- 
ful familiarity  with  them,  and  expressed  the  deepest  interest  in  e\er>  iiulicatioii  of  intellectual 
or  moral  improvement.  I  noticed  that  in  conversing  with  them,  he  ordinarily  used  the  >ame 
form  of  expression  as  w  hen  >peakinir  with  persons  of  mature  age,  and  his  reason  for  doing  so 
was  that  he  >uppo>ed  that  by  this  nu'.'Uis  they  woidd  sooner  become  ac<|uainlcd  with  the 
language  of  books,  and  thu<  be  enabled  to  ad\:ince  nnu'c  rapidly  in  their  studies. 

'•  Dr.  Maxcy  was  exclusi\cly  devoted  to  the  duties  of  his  ollice.  and  to  his  studies.  He  w  a> 
never,  so  far  as  1  know,  involved  in  any  secular  business  beyoutl  the  common  concerns  of  his 
family.     He  wa-  rcni:irk;d.|c  f>ir  diliu'cnl   ami  pcr-everiiiir  labor.     Few  dcparlincnts  of  Ku'iwl- 

I  A  (liMiuiiid  puitially  «t  le,'i>»l  met  liy  Dr.  ICIton's  work.—  Kimtdu. 

•■  lie  vvMH  liorii  In  Norton,  .\ngii»t  '.t,  ITnS,  son  of  Nathan  and  riiche  Kranmn  Perry,  lie  cnlcreil 
Brown  t'nlversKy  under  the  presidency  or  Dr.  Mnxcy,  nnd  runioved  with  hini  to  Union  College  and 
;fraduiited  there  In  1S04.  He  buciinie  a  tiuor  in  tli.'it  rolk'Ke  for  Hevernl  years.  I»r.  I'erry  lilniself 
heciinie  a  dUtlnxuUln'd  teadier.  and  vv.'ii  for  nonic  .veur»  pallor  "f  the  cliiirdi  In  Kast  Hi'ndinr'i, 
Mass.,  wltvre  lie  (-untlnueil  till  hi"  death. 
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edge  could  be  named  into  which  he  did  not  extend  his  infiuiries.  and  with  which  he  had  not 
l)ecome  so  familiar  as  to  enable  him  to  hold  an  instructive  conversation. 

'•Two  distinguished  lawyers  of  one  of  the  middle  States,  after  ha\  ing  incidentally  held  a 
lirotracted  discussion  with  him  on  the  law  of  entail  (he  l)eing  entirely  unknown  to  them),  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  probably  a  Judge  in  one  of  the  higher  Courts  of  the  United  States. 

••  Dr.  Maxcy  supposed  that  with  a  proper  training  of  the  mind,  most  Ijooks  might  be  gone 
through  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  is  usually  devoted  to  them,  and  so  a  much  greater  amount 
of  knowledge  be  obtained  in  a  given  period. 

"  His  sermons  were  composed  with  the  utmost  rapidity,  and  yet  when  composed,  they  seemed 
to  l)e  graven  on  the  tablet  of  his  memory,  as  with  a  pen  of  iron  and  the  point  of  a  diamond. 
If  he  had  occasion,  as  he  sometimes  had,  to  write  out  a  discourse  after  he  had  delivered  it,  there 
would  be  found  not  only  the  same  arrangement  and  the  same  general  train  of  thought,  liut 
uearh'  all  the  same  language. 

'•  While  Dr.  Maxcy  was  an  excellent  general  scholar,  he  had  made  himself  specially  familiar 
with  the  branches  which  he  was  accustomed  to  teach.  The  manner  in  which  the  classes 
regarded  his  attainments  in  history  nniy  be  illustrated  by  a  remark  which  was  made  by  one  of 
the  students  in  coming  from  the  lecture-room,  —  namely,  that  he  believed  the  doctruie  of  metemp- 
sychosis must  l)e  true,  for,  unless  the  President  had  himself,  in  some  form,  lived  in  Athens, 
when  the  events  recorded  in  our  lesson  occurred,  he  never  could  have  been  so  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  characters  and  lives  of  the  men,  nor  with  the  general  tempers  of  the  people 
he  had  been  describing  to  us.  This  thorough  knowledge  of  the  various  branches  in  his  depart- 
ment, in  connection  with  a  remarkable  facility  of  communication,  rendered  him  an  uncommonly 
interesting  teacher. 

"■  His  questions  were  shaped  in  such  a  nnmner,  as  to  save  the  student  who  had  the  least  knowl- 
edge of  the  lesson,  from  the  emliarrassment  consequent  on  an  entire  inability  to  answer,  and  at 
the  same  time,  to  leave  the  best  informed  with  the  conviction  that  there  were  other  things  con- 
nected with  the  subject,  which  it  would  be  useful  for  them  to  learn.  His  mode  of  teaching  was 
eminently  adapted  to  promote  the  spirit  of  inquiry,  and  the  students  left  the  lecture-room,  talk- 
ing over  the  subject  of  the  recitation,  and,  after  reaching  their  rooms,  often  studied  lessons  more 
thoroughly  than  they  had  ))efore  they  left  them.  A  system  of  questions  drawn  up  after  his 
manner,  would  be  an  invaluable  help  to  the  youth  of  the  present  clay,  and,  perhaps,  not  more 
valuable  to  the  youth,  than  helpful  to  the  great  body  of  instructors. 

"  Dr.  Maxcy  manifested  much  of  a  devotional  spirit.  His  mind  was  eminently  fruitful  in 
serious  an<l  devout  reflection.  It  was  true  of  him  in  a  spiritual  sense,  that,  ■  the  cloud  returned 
after  the  rain.'  In  his  prayers  there  was  always  an  emotion  and  impressiveness  that  left  you 
without  any  doubt  that  the  spirit  was  helping  him.  His  manner  in  the  pulpit  was  characterized 
by  great  simplicity,  ease,  and  earnestness.  His  style  of  preaching  altogether  was  eminently 
fitted  to  produce  solemn  reflection  and  deep  self-communion,  and  thus  lead  to  the  best  practical 
results.  There  was  nothing,  however,  in  his  public  performances,  that  was  of  a  particularly 
exciting  or  agitating  character.  Everything  was  serene,  symmetrical,  impressive.  He  attempted 
to  imitate  no  one,  and  caught  no  one's  peculiarities.  Destitute  of  all  pretension,  he  was  evi- 
dently just  what  his  Creator  intended  he  should  be;  and  every  one  felt  in  listening  to  him,  that 
if  he  were  anything  else  than  what  he  was,  it  would  be  at  the  expense  of  disobeying  the 
impulses  of  his  own  nature. 

"  I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  saying  that  I  have  ever  entertained  a  deep  sense 
of  my  obligation  to  Dr.  Maxcy,  —  not  only  for  the  important  instruction  which  I  received  from 
him,  but  for  his  watchful  care  over  me  at  a  period  when  '  dangers  stand  thick  around  us.' " 

The  following  is  from  the  pen  of  Tristam  Burgess, i  who  was  one  of  his 

pupils  and  associates  :  — 

It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  produce  a  portrait  of  Jonathan  Maxcy,  which  shall  do  justice  to 
the  great  original.    I  saw  him  as  an  instructor  presiding  over  a  scientific  and  literary  institu- 


'  He  graduated  under  I'resident  Maxcy;  was  afterwards  professor  of  oratory  in  Brown  University, 
a  inemljer  of  Congress,  and  himself  a  distinguished  orator.  From  these  two  prominent  men  we  have 
the  recollections  of  those  who  had  personal  knowledge  of  Dr.  Maxcy  and  sustained  intimate  rela- 
tions with  him. 
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tiuii.  ami  a>  a  miiii>ti'r.  prurlaim  the  irlorioiis  truths  of  tlie  (iospfl:  \>iu  1  was  tlion  a  iiupil. 
wiio  l)Ut  a  little  i)ef(>rc  hail  exchaii;reil  the  use  of  the  plouirh  and  the  sickle,  fur  liuoks.  ami  knew 
little  of  what  the  hiirh  ollites  which  Di*.  Maxcy  held,  reiiuireil  of  him. 

If  I  could  reuieuilier  so  as  to  tell  how  his  admiiiistratiou  of  those  offices  alfected  me,  I 
should  draw  a  i)icture  that  would  Recharacterized  l)y  surpassing  beauty  and  power;  hut  it  is 
so  louir  since  I  sat  under  his  instruction,  that  the  l)riirht  vision  which  then  astonished  and 
deliirhted  me.  has  in  a  irreat  degree  faded  from  my  recollection.  Nevertheh^ss,  I  well  rememliei- 
that  no  man  could  have  been  more  popular  in  the  college  than  President  Maxcy.  I  never  heard 
so  much  as  a  whisper  against  him.  lie  was  universally  loved  as  a  parent,  and  admired  and 
revered  as  a  great  and  good  man.  Though  he  was  less  than  the  medium  stature,  there  was  in 
his  countenance  and  manners  a  dignity  that  seemed  to  raise  him  above  the  ordinary  level;  and 
withal  he  had  so  much  benignity  and  aHaliility  as  well  as  intelligence,  as  to  captivate  every 
person  with  whom  he  conversed. 

He  was  born  an  orator,  as  Burns  was  born  a  poet.  AV^hen  this  great  man  appeared  as  the 
Fourth  of  July  orator  at  Provideme,  as  he  did  on  one  occasion,  he  attracted  a  degree  of  atten- 
tion almost  unpreceilented.  His  theme  was  the  '"Principles  and  Events  of  the  American  Kevo- 
lution,"  and  his  audience  consisted  chiefly  of  those  who  Inul  passed  through  that  long  and  terrible 
conflict,  which  gave  to  our  nation  its  indci)endence.  Not  to  mention  any  other  part  of  his 
oration,  all  of  which  was  admiral)le,  I  will  recall  one  out  of  many  Ijrilliant  coruscations,  con- 
taining the  divine  tire,  the  heaven  born  electricity,  of  pure  elo<|uence.  When,  with  aglow  of 
l)-itri<jtism,  the  orat(M'  exclaimed,  —  "  Should  our  enemy  again  return  to  our  shores,  he  will  lind 
every  plain  a  Marathon,  every  defile  a  ThermopyUe."  it  was  then  that  I  felt,  as  I  doubt  not  all 
felt,  the  cold  >luiilder.  the  electric  shock,  which  always  reaches  one,  when  the  orator  strikes  out 
the  true,  the  divine  flash  of  el(j<|uence. 

Enough,  however,  and  perhaps  too  mu<'h  of  this,  for  it  was  of  his  saircd  cluiiuciict' tiiat  I 
intendeil  to  say  a  few  words.  He  wrote  his  sermons,  and  laid  his  notes  liefore  him  on  the 
desk,  but,  in  the  delivery,  he  seemed  never  to  use  them.  He  appeared  perfectly  at  home  in  the 
pulpit,  as  if  born  only  to  preach  the  gospel.  His  voice  was  neither  loud  nor  high,  yet  his  utter- 
ance was  so  perfectly  ilistinct,  that  every  wonl  reached  every  ear  with  its  melody,  and  he  melted 
every  heart  with  his  fervid  and  overpowering  pathos.  His  prea<'hing  was  not  like  the  tire,  nor 
like  the  earthijuake,  nor  like  The  mighty  wind,  exhibited  to  the  vision  of  Elijah  on  the  summit 
of  the  mount,  but  it  was  indeed  the  still  small  voice,  heard  from  thi  Lord  by  the  prophet, 
while  sitting  at  its  base.  He  seemed  to  be,  as  he  truly  was,  a  messenger  sent  by  his  Divine 
Master,  with  gla<l  tidinirs  of  great  Joy. 

Every  one  who  hears  of  a  distinguished  man.  wi>hcs  to  know  something  of  his  personal 
apjjearance.  I  have  never  seen  a  portrait  of  Dr.  ilaxcy,  and  it  is  many  years  since  I  looked 
upon  him,  and  yet  so  deeply  are  his  features  and  exjiressioii  engraven  on  my  memory,  that  I  am 
confiilent  I  could  di>finguish  his  face  among  thousands.  His  countename  was  grave  and  iligni- 
tied,  but  so  tem|)ercd  with  benignity,  that  those  who  only  casually  saw  him.  were  cimst rained 
to  regard  him  as  a  imxlel  of  benevolence  and  goodness.  I  believe,  he  seldom,  if  ever,  laughed, 
but  he  often  .-miled,  and  his  smile  was  delightful.  All  who  saw  him  wished  to  hear  him, 
and  those  who  hi*anl  him  once,  were  sure  to  wish  t<i  hear  him  again.  It  was  imjxissiblc  to 
behold  his  face  without  feeling  assured  that  a  highly  gifted  and  finely  regulated  soul  looked  out 
upon  the  lieholders  from  those  interesting  features. 

I  hav«;  thought,  and  now  fully  believe,  that  if  Dr.  Maxcy  hail  HmmI  in  the  age  and  luiuilry 
of  the  great  Italian  School  of  artists,  when  the  exigencies  of  the  art  reipiircd  some  one  tn  sir  as 
a  model  befori;  the  painters,  they  would  have  selected  him  as  the  model  for  their  consecrated 
jtorlraith  of  Him,  who.  wlien  on  earth  "si)ake  as  no  man  ever  spake."  and  Kapliacl,  or  Michael 
Angelo,  would  have  jilaced  on  the  canvas  the  living  lineaments  uf  a  minister  of  Christ,  w  Im-e 
countenance  it  always  seemed  to  me  was  no  unapt  representation  of  his  Di\  ine  Miusicr. 

Dr.  Maxcy'w  fir.st  aildrcMs  '  to  ti  o;r:iilM:itiii;j:  cl:is«  after  lii'  hccaiiie  presiilfiil 
of   |»rowii  I'liiversitv  is   lien-  ^ivcii.      It    will   nf   itself   interest    iiiaiiv  readers, 


■  It  (»  taken  from  the   W'tilrhmitn  nml  Hnhrtin-  for  .liiiic  iM,  lx<;'.l.     II   was  Ihcrc  rciircHlmcil   fr the 

Ittiptft   llii/iiitrr,  |iiilill-lic>l   III   KriKlliliil.     It  w»h    iioI   iiiculloiiril    hi   Mr.    Kltoirw  work.  (i|-  In  (tiilM's 
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aud  others,  more  especially  because  it  is  the  production  of  a  young  man  of 
twenty-five,  who,  from  the  dignified  position  of  head  of  a  collegiate  institu- 
tion of  learning,  addresses  as  counselor  and  adviser  a  body  of  men  scarcely 
3'ounger  than  himself  :  — 

Charge  delivered  by  Bresident  JIaxcy  to  the  graduates  of  the  College,  Bhode  Island^ 
September  4, 1 70.3.  —  2  Baptist  Begister,  oo7-o60. 

Advice  from  tbe  young  appears  like  an  intrusion  on  the  rights  of  age  and  experience.  It 
is  not,  therefore,  without  the  most  anxious  concern  that  I  rise  to  address  you ;  especially  when 
1  consider  the  splendid  al>ilities  of  those  great  men  wiio.  on  similar  occasions,  have  stood  in 
this  place.  They  needed  not  for  an  apology  the  admonition  of  Paul,  "  Let  no  man  despise  thy 
youth." 

The  attachment  to  which  your  conduct  has  given  birth  forbids  me  to  let  you  depart  without 
expressing  my  solicitude  for  your  welfare.  This  day  presents  to  you  a  new  scene  of  things. 
It  brings  you  from  the  retreats  of  science,  and  places  you  on  the  theatre  of  action.  It  com- 
mences your  public  existence.  As  the  first  impressions  which  your  abilities  and  conduct  will 
make  on  the  minds  of  men  will  be  lasting,  it  will  be  for  your  interest  to  be  careful  that  they 
he  favorable.  Errors  in  conduct,  when  you  are  first  thrown  on  the  public  eye,  will  be  critically 
noted,  and,  of  consequence,  will  create  prejudices  which,  in  any  subsequent  period  of  life,  a 
knowledge  of  your  abilities  would  prevent.  Hence  you  cannot  be  too  solicitous  after  the 
advice  of  aged,  experienced  men.  You  cannot  be  too  anxious  to  know  your  duty,  nor  too 
active  to  perform  it.  A  fear  to  do  wrong  and  a  desire  to  do  right  are  brilliant  traits  in  the 
character  of  the  young.  In  the  first  part  of  life,  when  our  passions  are  winged  with  tire,  we 
are  too  apt  to  despise  counsel,  and  to  follow  our  own  rash  resolutions.  Hence  we  unavoidably 
run  into  errors,  because  destitute  of  that  knowledge  which  nothing  but  experience  can  give, 
aud  careless  of  those  rules  of  life  which  nothing  but  the  wisdom  of  age  can  form,  and  nothing 
but  the  rashness  of  youth  would  regret. 

When  you  engage  in  the  businesses  of  life  you  will  have  to  deal  with  men.  The  ideas  you 
ha\e  formed  in  retirement,  of  the  manners  of  the  world  and  the  principles  of  human  action, 
it  is  probal)le  are  very  erroneous.  Time  and  experience  only  can  correct  them.  "What  is  com- 
monly called  the  knowledge  of  the  world,  of  which  so  many  boast,  is  nothing  more  than  the 
acquirement  of  its  deceitful  manners  and  the  i)ractice  of  its  polite  vices.  To  travel  many 
countries,  to  see  many  people,  these  are  highly  desirable;  but  these,  without  reflection,  with- 
out deep  study  and  accurate  observation,  instead  of  making  a  man  of  merit,  will  only  make  a 
splendid  fop.  You  must  learn  to  read  men  as  well  as  books,  but  read  books  first.  Human 
nature  is  a  regular,  though  complicated  machine.  It  can  be  learned  by  its  operations  only. 
Unless  you  know  the  springs  by  which  it  is  moved,  you  can  never  manage  it  to  advantage. 
He  will  gain  his  point  most  ett'ectually  and  govern  men  best,  who  possesses  such  a  ductility  of 
disposition  as  will  enable  him  to  enter  into  the  circumstances,  to  survey  in  a  true  light  the 
interests,  aud  to  realize  the  feelings  of  others.  In  society  you  will  be  connected  with  miMi  of 
ditterent  characters,  dispositions  and  pursuits.  You  will  find  many  ignorant  and  unreasonable, 
many  who  are  well  informed,  and  a  few  religious;  but  none  who  are  not  fond  of  applause  and 
desirous  of  superiority.  If  you  can  get  into  your  hand  the  hopes  and  fears  of  men,  you  can  do 
as  you  please. 

Perhaps  the  splendid  abilities  and  extensive  acquirements  of  some  may,  on  ptirticular 
occasions,  create  a  temporary  discouragement,  and  deter  you  from  that  proficiency  which  could 
render  you  useful,  thougli  it  might  not  gratify  your  ambition.  But  you  will  do  well  to  remem- 
ber that  true  greatness  and  real  excellency  consist  neither  in  the  excessive  splendor,  nor  in  the 
occasional  displays  of  genius.  Men  whose  souls  are  winged  with  lightning  are  ever  soaring 
above  the  sphere  of  useful  employment.    The  fierce  ardor  of  their  sjnrit  disdains  attention  to 


"  Life  of  Manning,"  etc.,  and  it  was  not  known  to  have  been  ever  before  published  in  this  country. 
It  was  presented  to  the  journal  for  publication  by  "  T.  M.,"  a  leading  jurist,  at  that  time  one  of  the 
oldest  living  pupils  of  President  Maxcj-— a  great  admirer  —  and  among  the  oldest  living  graduates 
of  "  Brown." 
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the  onliiiarv  ilutics  ami  l)usinesses  of  life,  from  uliicii  iimiiaii  pru-pcrity  and  liaiipiiiess 
principally  result.  Tliey  appear  to  be  fornieii  ami  deisijjiietl  fur  iiotliin<r  but  extraonliuary 
oeeasions.  The  untanialile  wiKlness  of  their  minds  fits  them  to  dwell  in  the  tempest  and  whirl- 
wind. Than  envy  these,  rather  t-nvy  the  virtuous.  i.'00il,  honest  mau.  Men  who  possess  talents 
a  little  above  mediocrity  irenerally  make  the  greatest  i)rofieieuey  in  learning,  ami  render  it  the 
most  useful. 

These  benefits  aei-ruiui:  fiom  education  are  not  confined  to  the  present  world.  As  they 
belong  to  the  soul,  they  respect  inunortality.  Since  the  capacity  of  the  mind  may  i)e  enlarged 
and  its  powers  rendered  more  vigorous  by  exercise,  it  appear.s  susceptii)le  of  an  endless  pr<i- 
gression  in  improvement.  Much  is  left  to  your  own  exertion.  God  has  given  you  talents,  but 
He  has  given  them,  as  He  has  e\  erything  else,  to  be  improved.  Consider  nothing  as  giving  you 
a  respectable  suv^eriority,  but  real  learning  and  piety.  Kemember  that  all  kinds  of  superiority 
not  originating  in  these,  are  vain,  transitory,  uncertain;  and  that,  if  the  causes  which  produce 
do  not  destroy  them,  death  certainly  will.  But  as  learning  and  piety  belong  to  the  soul,  they 
give  a  superiority  that  will  afibrd  permanent  satisfaction,  and  increase  as  the  soul  progresses  in 
existence.  In  your  farther  aciiuirements,  therefore,  in  literature,  consider  yourselves  as  enno- 
bling your  natures,  and  already  treading  on  the  ground  of  immortality.  That  vain  superiority 
which  arises  from  false  notions  of  honor,  from  uoliility  of  birth  or  the  possession  of  wealth, 
is  tridy  contemptible:  but  that  which  arises  from  personal  merit,  from  real  excellency  of  char- 
acter, is  truly  laudal)le  and  worthy  the  most  exalted  ambition. 

.Seek  the  greatest  attainable  things  in  this  world,  but  always  seek  greater  in  the  next. 
Should  your  situation  ever  be  exalted,  you  will  be  the  more  exposed;  you  must  therefore  be 
the  more  humble  and  prudent.  The  road  which  leads  to  the  temple  of  honor  is  steep  and 
slippery.  Would  you  enter  there,  be  careful  how  you  walk.  The  higher  you  ascend,  the 
greater  will  be  your  disgrace  and  ruin,  if  you  fall. 

Never  seek  after  fame,  for  if  you  deserve  it  it  will  follow  you.  Be  your  merit  ever  so 
great,  yet  you  cannot  expect  true  fame  while  envy  can  hope  to  injure  you.  "The  sun  of  glory 
never  shines  but  on  the  tombs  of  the  great." 

Never  sufier  yourselves  to  form  a  judgment  either. of  men  or  things,  while  you  are  under 
the  influence  either  of  prejudice  or  passion.  These  put  out  the  eyes  of  reason.  (Jive  due 
praise  to  merit,  whether  in  your  friends  or  enemies. 

You  come  forward  into  life  in  an  era  full  of  events  which  will  astonish  and  rejoice  posterity. 
Man  is  rapidly  ascending  to  that  tlignitied  station  for  which  he  was  designed  by  the  God  of 
nature.  The  sun  of  liberty  shines  bright.  His  beams  flame  through  imi)risoned  kingdoms,  to 
eidighten  the  eyes  and  cheer  the  hearts  of  enslaved  millions.  That  bright  era  begins  to  dawn, 
when  peace  shall  dilVuse  her  mild  influence  through  every  heart,  sul)jectijig  every  hostile  i>as- 
.sion,  and  cementing  all  nations  in  one  great  family  of  brothers.  Then  the  heart  of  the  soldier 
will  not  leap  at  the  sound  of  war,  nor  the  eye  of  the  orphan  float  in  tears  for  the  lo.ss  of  :i 
father  and  kin  in  battle.  Liberty  will  then  be  unconfined  as  air.  and  glorious  as  that  heaven 
to  which  she  tends.  That  fair  goiUless  will  descend  in  all  her  charms,  and  in  one  fostering 
grasp  embrace  every  son  of  Adam.  Perhaps  you  may  live  to  see  the  glories  of  a  kingdom 
whose  duration  will  be  that  of  eternity. 

Here  let  me  caution  you  against  infidelity.  Be  not  deceived  merely  I.ec.iuse  some  great  men 
baxe  been.  But  if  infidelity  can  boast  great  names,  Christianity  nmch  greater.  And.lst  the 
bla/e  of  evidence  in  favor  of  revelation  it  n-fpiires  more  faith  to  be  an  infidel  than  would  make 
a  complete  Christian. 

Be  careful  not  to  choosi;  your  particular  mod<;  of  religion  in  loo  much  Iiiiste.  Bigots  are 
as  often  made  by  a  sudden  .-idopiion  of  particular  sentiments  as  by  superstition.  Neither  is 
worthy  a  win.;  man.  and  both  are  disgraceful  to  a  Chri>lian.  The  more  you  examine,  the  more 
reasons  you  will  find  for  defeirini;  an  .absolute  decision  resi)ecting  particular  sy-tems  of 
religion;  the  more  room  you  will  find  for  charily,  and  conseijuenlly  for  true  rt-ligion. 

As  soon  as  men  fancy  tiieniselves  infallible,  imagining  that  (iod  sinil.-s  on  them  :uid  frowns 
on  their  neighbors,  they  exdudi"  charity,  an<l  commonly,  good  maiuiers.  You  will.  too. 
reinendjer  that  inen'H  chaniciers  are  not  ascertained,  in  the  sight  of  (iod.  by  the  particular 
.sentiments  they  adopt ;  for  many  men  who  have  very  ba<i  heads  have  very  good  hearts. 

Be  -Irictly  ju'l  in  all  vour  dealini.'-  with  man.     (hmI  ha>  jilaiited  a  sense  of  justice  in  vour 
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natures.  This  you  cauuot  violate  witliout  an  essential  injury  to  yourselves.  No  man  can  hurt 
another  without  hurting  himself  at  the  same  time. 

Do  good  to  all.  for  by  so  doing  you  will  do  the  greatest  good  to  yourselves.  Pursue  a 
uniform  course  of  virtuous  conduct.  This  will  unavoidably  lead  you  to  eminence.  In  such  a 
country  as  this  true  merit  cannot  fail  to  distinguish  you :  for,  like  the  sun,  it  will  always  carry 
its  own  light  with  it. 

Time  now  requires  me  to  part  with  you.  I  sincerely  wish  you  much  happiness,  and  shall 
rejoice  to  find  that  you  are  useful  and  ornamental  to  your  country. 

Virgil  Maxcy  was  a  younger  brother  of  Dr,  Maxcy,  and  was  born  in  this 
town.  He  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  September,  1804,  and  was  for 
a  while  tutor  in  a  private  family  at  the  South.  He  studied  law  in  Baltimore, 
and  settled  in  Anne  Arundel  County,  near  there,  and  became  distinguished  in 
his  profession  as  an  advocate.  He  was  appointed  Charge  d' Affaires  to  Belgium 
in  1835,  which  position  he  held  for  a  number  of  years.  After  his  return 
home  he  was  appointed  Solicitor  of  the  United  States  Treasury.  While 
attending  the  excursion  on  board  the  United  States  steamship  Princeton, 
February  28,  1844,  with  President  Tyler,  Judge  Upshur,  and  other  members 
of  the  Cabinet,  he  was  instantly  killed  by  the  terrible  explosion  of  the  guns 
which  occurred  at  that  time. 

He  was  a  brilliant  speaker  and  an  able  jurist.  He  left  two  dauahters, 
married,  in  Washington.  He  delivered  an  eloquent  address  before  the  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  Society  of  Brown  University,  September  4,  1833,  which  was 
published. 

Hon.  Elisha  May  was  a  distinguished  citizen  of  this  town  who  was  often 
employed  in  public  office,  and  whose  name  was  always  held  in  reverence  bv 
those  who  knew  or  remembered  him.  The  records  of  the  May  family  extend 
back  to  1590,  in  which  year  one  John  May  was  born  in  Meyfield,  England. 
About  the  year  1631  he  came  to  this  country,  bringing  with  him  two  sons, 
John  and  Samuel,  and  they  settled  in  Roxbury  and  Dorchester.  The  elder 
son,  John,  had  eight  children,  of  whom  the  seventh  was  named  Elisha,  and 
was  born  in  1669.  This  Elisha  May  left  the  family  at  Dorchester  and  went 
to  Swansea  with  a  brother.  His  son  lived  in  that  place  and  finallv  came 
from  there  to  this  town,  bringing  with  him  his  son  J^lisha,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  was  born  in  1729. 

Courteous  and  gentlemanly  in  his  manners,  and  honorable  and  uprio-ht  in 
his  principles,  he  was  universally  esteemed.  Intelligent  and  active  in  busi- 
ness, he  was  well  qualified  to  fulfill  the  various  offices  to  which  he  was  elected. 
He  discharged  the  various  duties  which  devolved  upon  him  with  ability,  and 
entire  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  He  was  elected  to  the  Legislature 
over  twenty  times  between  1778  and  1803,  during  the  last  thirteen  years, 
consecutively,  being  a  member  of  the  Upper  House.  He  was  also  several 
times  chosen  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Congress  at  Watertowu,  and  was  at 
one  time  chosen  a  presidential  elector.  He  was,  in  fine,  one  of  the  most 
valuable  citizens  of  this  town.     He  died  November  15,  1811,  in  the  eighty- 
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third  year  of  his  age.  His  wife  was  Ruth  Metcalf,  of  Cumberland.  His 
cluiracter  is  justly  thouirli  hriotly  descrilied  by  one  who  was  personally 
acquainted  with  him.  The  following  extract  is  from  a  discourse  delivered 
at  his  interment  l)y  the  llvv.  .lohn  Wilder,  then  the  pastor  of  the  First 
Congregational  Chureii   in   this   town:  — 

••  His  memory  will  long  be  precious,  not  only  to  his  near  relatives  and 
frien<ls,  but  likewise  to  his  intimate  acquaintance,  to  his  neighbors,  to  the 
religious  societj^  in  this  place,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  For  he 
is  the  man  whom  his  fellow-citizens  have  delighted  to  honor  ;  nor  was  he 
unworthy  their  respect  and  confidence.  For  blessed  with  a  sound  mind,  a 
retentive  memory,  a  quick  discernment  of  men  and  things,  a  polite  address, 
an  honest  heart,  and  an  education  considerably  above  mediocrity,  he  was 
singularly  qualified  for  public  employment  of  various  kinds.  And  his  worth 
was  early  discovered  ;  for  at  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War  he  was  an 
active  and  useful  meml)er  both  in  the  military  and  civil  departments.  Since 
that  period  he  was  employed,  without  opposition,  as  a  legislator,  or  a  coun- 
sellor, until  ho  chose  to  retire.  For  about  twenty-seven  years  in  succession, 
one  excepted,  he  was  called  to  a  seat  in  the  Legislature,  and  chierty  in  the 
upper  house.  For  almost  forty  years  together  ho  has  been  moderator  of 
the  town  meetings  in  this  place  ;  in  which  office  he  was  equaled  by  few,  and 
exceeded  by  none.  He  had  the  honor  of  being  an  elector  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  As  a  magistrate  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  he 
did  much  business,  and  to  very  general  satisfaction.  He  was  justly  cele- 
brated both  at  home  and  abroad,  for  his  wisdom  in  adjusting  and  settling 
differences  between  contending  parties.  As  a  politician  ho  was  a  friend  and 
disciple  of  Washington.  As  a  man  he  was  prepossessing  and  engaging. 
As  a  friend  he  was  faithfid  and  constant.  As  a  neighbor  he  was  kind  and 
obliging.  As  a  husband  he  was  attentive  and  tender.  As  a  parent  he  was 
pleasant  and  affectionate.  As  to  his  religion,  he  was  ;i  tiini  believer  in  the 
Cin'istian  system,  and  a  very  constant,  attentive,  and  apparently  devout 
attender  on   public   worship  nil   his  \\\'r." 

.loiiN  \\  iM'i.i;  M  w  was  boni  in  this  town,  .laniiary  i".'.  Ic'^l'.'.  He  was 
the  son  of  \\i>\\.  I.cmiici  May  and  Fstlior  Wildi'i'  May,  dauglitor  of  Kov.  doini 
Wilder,  pastor  of  the  l'"irst  Chinch  iioro.  anti  grandson  of  lion.  Flisha  31ay. 
His  father  was  a  prominent  imblic  man,  liaving  hold  the  various  t(»wn  ollices. 
and  he  was  for  sovoral  years  a  lepicsontalivo  in  llio  Logislaturt>,  a  niombor 
of  the  Senate  and  of  tho  (Jovornor's  Coinicil. 

.I<»hn  Wihh'r  May  was  t'duoatod  for  coilogo  at  Amlovcr  and  gradiiatod  at 
the  Inivi-rsit  v  of  \  frmoni.  in  linriinglon.  lie  and  a  ciassmato,  aftoi' leaving 
coMf^io.  undertook  farming  for  a  year  or  two  as  an  oxporinu'nl.  but  thoy  soon 
aliaiidonofl  tho  pinsnit  to  jiroparo  for  a  i)rofossional  life.  Mr.  INlay  kept 
Holiool  for  two  or  throe  soasons  in  his  native  viiho^c  and  then  comincnci'd    tlie 
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study  of  the  law  with  Francis  Hilliaixl,  Esq.,  of  Roxbury,  which  was  at  that 
time  a  part  of  Norfolk  County.  At  Roxbury  he  later  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  a  lawyer,  continuing  for  several  years,  until  he  w^as  elected 
"  District  Attorney  for  Suffolk  County."  This  office  he  held  for  six  years, 
<lischarging  its  duties  with  fidelity  and  vigor.  On  the  resignation  of  Judge 
Chamberlain  he  was  appointed  "  Chief  Justice  of  the  Municipal  Court  of 
Boston."  He  discharged  the  otticial  duties  of  this  laborious  position  with 
unquestioned  integrity,  impartiality,  and  good  judgment.  This  office  he 
held  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

No  man  can  put  his  hand  upon  any  official  act  of  Judge  May's  which  can 
in  any  way  impeach  or  sully  his  judicial  purity.  At  the  memorial  services 
held  after  his  death  his  memory  was  highly  honored  and  his  character  duly 
appreciated  by  tlie  Suffolk  Count}'  Bar.  His  character  and  life  present  an 
example  for  tlie  imitation  of  the  young  and  aspiring. 

While  in  practice  at  Roxljury  he  was  appointed  solicitor  for  that  city  and 
held  the  office  for  several  years.  He  represented  that  city  in  the  Legislature 
in  1867.  After  tlie  annexation  of  Roxbury  to  Boston  he  formed  a  law 
partnership  with  Charles  W.  Story,  Esq.,  which  was  dissolved  in  1869,  when 
Mr.  May  was  elected  "District  Attorney  for  Suffolk."  He  died  January  11, 
1883.  sixty-four  years  of  age.^ 

••Judge  May  Avas  a  man  of  learning,  ability,  and  the  highest  integrity  and 
honor.  He  was  laborious  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  died  with  the 
respect  of  the  public  for  the  sincerity  and  purity  of  his  life  aud  official 
character." 

He  married  Elizabeth  Thurston  Faruham.  of  Bangor,  Maine,  b}'  whom  he 
had  four  children  :  Henry  Farnham  May,  now  a  lawyer  in  Boston  ;  Harriet 
Wilder  May,  who  is  associate  treasurer  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions 
in  that  city ;  John  Lemuel  and  I^lizabeth  Faruham  ]May,  who  all  survive 
their  parents. 

I  quote  the  ••  Resolution  of  the  Suffolk  Bar  "  at  their  memorial  services  on 
his  death,  which  was  offered  by  his  former  partner,  Mr.  Story,  and  unani- 
mously adopted  aud  which,  from  ray  personal  knowledge  of  Judge  May, 
I  endorse,  as  embodying  his  ijrofessional  character  :  — 

Bes'ilved,  That  in  the  death  ot  .Tahu  Wilder  May,  we  recognize  a  serious  loss  to  the  com- 
munity of  which  he  was  a  most  useful  aud  valued  servant,  and  to  the  Bar  so  long  an  houored 
member.  He  was  a  genuine  man,  of  a  high  and  noble  nature,  fi-ank,  upriuht,  independent, 
simple,  pure,  cheerful,  benevolent.  His  conversation  was  racy,  instructive,  and  fi-ijm  the  clear- 
ness and  vigor  of  his  conceptions  most  epigrammatic.  His  written  works  displayed  not  only 
mastery  of  language,  but  thoroughness  of  research,  aud  remarkaljle  power  of  statement.  In 
the  Councils  of  the  Commonwealth,  aud  of  the  city,  he  was  conspicuous  for  solidity  of  under- 
standing, strength  in  argument,  ami  readiness  in  del)ate.  Professionally,  he  was  learned.  al>le, 
and  faithful,  not  aggressive,  but  in  resisting  aggression  prompt  and  determined.    In  his  capacity 


'  He  had  one  brother,  who  died  some  years  before  his  deatli,  and  au  uncle,  Seth  May,  who  was  a 
judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Maiuc  many  years. 
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!is  pmsei-iitiiiL'  iirtiiHT.  lie  \\;i«  t'lierirctic  floinifiil.  tlixTfct.  ;iiiil  iiliiifiit,  iiinl  :i>  a  iiiii'ri.-triite 
fhariTPil  with  (ineroiis,  iiiii>'>rt:mt.  aii<l  exactinir  tliities,  lie  wa-  ciiiinently  wise,  dilijient,  iiiii)ar- 
tial.  ami  (•uii>iilerate.  He  lia>  left  to  iis  an  example  of  which  we  may  well  he  emulous,  and  for 
which  we  hniiur  hi>  meiiinry. 

lie  exhiltiteil  great  zeal  for  iiis  clients  and,  in  a  '•  manly,  straiiihtforward 
way,"  fought  out  even'  issue  to  its  end.  He  was  above  tricks  or  meanness 
in  striving  for  victory,  deeming  such  things  a  disgrace  to  himself  and  his 
profession.  He  was  especially  kind  to  young  men  entering  the  profession  of 
law,  and  merciful  to  young  men  whom  he  must  judge  for  their  first  criminal 
offence.  One  said  of  him  that  '•  for  thirty  years  he  had  known  and  realized 
that  Judge  May's  characterwas  such  as  to  impress  itself  upon  the  community, 
so  that  men  who  never  saw  him  had  a  positive  conviction  that  he  was  an 
ui)right,  fearless  and  honest  man  who  could  well  fill  any  position  to  which 
he  might  be  called."  Another,  after  words  of  high  praise,  said  an  appro- 
priate maxim  for  his  tombstone  would  be:  "A  sound  lawyer,  a  frank  and 
a  true  man  without  cant  or  hypocrisy,  a  pure,  conscientious,  upright  unci 
incorruptible  Judge." 

Samlkl  B.vitTLETT  Pahkis  was  among  the  former  pli3-sicians  of  this  town, 
a  young  man  who  settled  here  in  1825.  He  was  a  son  of  Rev.  Martin  Parris, 
of  INlarshfield.  Plymouth  County,  and  Julia  Drew,  of  Kingston,  an  adjoining 
town,  and  was  born  in  the  former  place.  January  ;}0,  1806.  He  graduated 
at  Brown  I'niversity  in  1821,  at  which  institution  his  father  had  also 
graduated.  He  was  a  well-read  and  accomplished  sciiolar  and  a  young  man 
of  great  promise.  He  studied  medicine  inider  the  tuition  of  Dr.  Paul  L. 
Nichols,  of  Kingston,  with  whom  he  icniained  one  year,  and  afterwards 
he  spent  about  two  years  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Sanmel  Bugbee, 
a  distinguished  and  skilful  physician  of  Wreutham.  He  then  finished  his 
professional  education  at  the  Harvard  Medical  School,  where  he  received 
his  degree  on  August  ^M,  182.").  at  tin-  age  of  nineteen. 

He  soon  settled  in  this  town,  at  the  Falls,  and  at  tiic  residence  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Staidey.  then  deceased.  Tlierc  he  dieil,  September  21.  1S_>7.  aged 
twenty-one  years,  seven  months,  and  twenty-two  days,  and  tiuis  all  his 
attainments  in  literature,  i)oetry.  and  professional  science,  with  all  the 
lirilliant  prospects  tif  his  life,  were  buried  in  an  untimely  gravi'.  He  was 
buried  in  the  old  centetery  on  the  site  of  the  Ceiitial  Church,  but  his  remains 
were  afterwards  removed,  by  direction  of  his  latin'r.  to  Kingston.  Almndant 
eulogies  upon  his  character  were  tendered  to  his  fatlier  after  his  ilealh  l)y 
those  who  knew  him  liest.  I)r.  Ilugbee.  in  whose  family  he  n'mained  so  long 
as  a  student,  said  of  him  :  '*  In  oni'  family  he  was  prot'oinidlv  loved  bv  all. 
The  immense  stores  of  inlelleclual  tifasinc  which  he  h.ad  accnmidated,  and 
assorted  for  use,  distanced,  in  my  estimation,  from  all  his  eipials  in  age, 
with  whom  I  have  ever  ha<l  the  foilnne  to  be  ac<|iiaiiilei| ." 

I  conclude  this   sketc-li    by  ajijilying    to   liiinself    his    closing    reniaiks    in    his 
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essay  on  the  "Remains  of  Henry  Kirke  White."  He  says:  "His  feelings 
appear  to  have  been  occasionally  subjected  to  higher  degrees  of  excitement, 
than  human  nature  could  endure  with  impunity.  He  lived  much  in  a  short 
time,  and  hence  perhaps  one  reason  why  the  resources  of  life  were  so  soon 
exhausted.  In  him  were  united  genius  and  application.  Both  contributed 
to  give  him  an  early  niche  in  the  temple  of  fame  ;  both  contributed  to  give 
him  an  early  shroud  in  the  mansions  of  the  tomb." 

Dr.  Parris'  "■Remains,"  including  selections  from  his  poems  and  essays, 
were  published  after  his  death,  by  the  author  of  this  work,  for  circulation 
among  his  friends. 

In  Kettell's  "Specimens  of  American  Poets"  the  compiler  has  given  a 
poem  of  Dr.  Parris  on  a  "  Sprig  of  Juniper  from  the  Tomb  of  Washington." 
I  will  give  here  a  humorous  one  on  the  fall  of  a  woodpile  :  — 

LIXES  COMMEMORATIVE  OF  THE  DOWNFALL  OF  MY  WOODPILE.  1 

T  was  piliug  a  great  heap  of  wood, 

Aud  I  nearly  had  finished  my  hibours, 
And  it  stood  up,  all  handsome  and  good, 

A  source  of  surprise  to  the  neighbours. 

With  joy  I  looked  on  it —  (poor  dunce!) 

When  but  a  few  armfuls  were  lacking, 
When,  alas !  the  whole  pile  all  at  once 

Came  down  with  a  terrible  cracking. 

My  armful  I  dropped  on  the  ground, 

Aud  gazed  on  the  ruins  astonished  — 
W-^hen,  lol  a  most  wonderful  sound, 

My  glaring  imprudence  admonished. 

My  genius,  who  stands  at  the  helm. 

And  guides  me  with  counsels  sagacious. 
Spoke  out  from  the  top  of  the  elm. 

With  a  count'nance  smiling  and  gracious. 

*'My  fi'iend,"  she  exclaimed  with  a  smile, 
"  While  to  work  you  so  ardently  press  on, 
The  sad  overthrow  of  your  pile 
May  teach  you  a  very  good  lesson. 

Reflect  on  your  blunders  with  care  — 

And  if  these  admonitions  should  reach  you, 
You  will  find  it  is  better  by  far, 

Than  for  fatal  experience  to  teach  you. 

Remember,  as  long  as  you  live. 

That  to  ardent  and  high  expectation. 
You  should  not  much  confidence  give. 

When  it  rests  on  a  slender  foundation. 

If  such  hope  you  should  build  up  too  high, 

No  matter  how  much  you  may  prize  it, 
The  very  first  gust,  that  comes  by. 

Will  always  be  sure  to  capsize  it. 


'Written  in  December,  1826,  at  the  age  of  twenty. 
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Ami  li-tfii,  1  |)r;i\  \«u."  >:iiil  ^lii'; 

•■  If  you  wish  to  escajie  triliiihitioii, 
You  must  t'liitht'ully  liejirkcn  to  me. 

Ami  l)uilil  on  a  lu-oailcr  foiimlatioii. 

When  winter  is  roarinir  arouixl. 

This  wood  on  your  lire  will  he  hiazins;-. 
And  you  '11  not  care  a  li;,'  for  the  sound 

That  the  storm  and  the  tempest  are  raising. 

Thu>  Hope  shall  he  glowint;-  within. 
Ami  its  warmth  and  its  light  shall  not  fail  you. 

When  the  sound  of  the  .-torni  shall  hegiu, 
And  adversity's  blast  shall  a>sail  you. 

Mourn  not  o'er  the  loss  of  your  pains, 

And  do  not  lie  .-ullen  and  fretful  — 
It  might  have  endangered  your  l>rains  — 

Of  your  good  iuek  then  \>e  not  forgetful. 

Go  ou ;  muster  up  all  your  jjowers  — 

And  huild  up  two  tiers  all  so  clever  — 
In  the  course  of  a  couple  of  hours 

The  work  will  be  tinner  than  ever." 

T  did  so,  and  found  very  soon. 

That  whenever  such  accidents  happen, 
It  keepeth  one's  temper  in  turn 

These  sage  cogitations  to  clap  in. 

So  now  I  have  made  a  good  tire. 

And  taken  my  pen.  ink,  and  paper, 
To  gratify  this  my  desire 

And  give  an  account  of  tlie  c<ij>e)'. 

If  there  is  a  rhymster  in  town. 

It  is  my  desire  he  shouhl  know  it. 
That  whenever  a  woodijile  falls  down, 

It  makes  a  good  theme  for  a  ]Joet ! 

Samuel  Robinson,  m.d.,  tlie  son  of  Kzckiel  und  irtinnab  Hutchins  Kobin- 
son,  wiLS  born  in  tliis  town  Miucli  li).  17-s;5,  and  lived  here  until  about  1803. 
At  that  time  he  went  to  Hanover,  N.  H.,  to  study  his  profession  under  the 
instruction  of  the  celel^rated  Dr.  Nathan  Smith,  a  professor  in  Dartmouth 
Collefe,  and  remained  for  two  years.  lie  commenced  practice  in  Berkeley, 
which  is  near  Taunton,  but  ninaincd  there  only  one  year,  and  then  removed 
to  Indian  Town,  N.  C,  a  place  not  far  from  Klizal)eth  City.  He  resided 
there  for  twenty  years  and  became  a  distinf^uished  physician  and  suri^eon 
and  acquired  an  extiinsive  and  lucrative  practice. 

An  anecdote  is  related  of  liim  wliicii  shows  him  to  have  iieen  a  Ihcjrouohiy 
kind-hearted  and  benevolent  maii.  lli()ii;.rh  the  story  Imd  an  amusing  ending. 
It  came  to  his  knowledge  at  one  lime  that  the  leg  of  a  certain  man  needed  to 
be  amputated,  and  that  no  one  could  be  found  to  attend  to  the  case  l)ecause 
the  man  was  poor  and  could  not  pay  the  ref|uir»'d  fee  for  such  a  service. 
Ou   learning   llie   fa<t    Dr.    Ridijiisoii    tiaveh'il   a   distance  of   lifly   miles,  |)er- 
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1.    Residence  of  Louis  J.  Lamb.        2.    Resi<lence  of  Charles  T.  Guild,  Town  Clerk,  North 

Attleborough.       3.   Residence  of  Clarence  L.  Watson.       4.    Residence  of  John 

T.  Bates,  Town   Clerk,  Attleborough.        5.    Residence  of  Edwin  A. 

Robinson.        6.    Residence  of  Charles  A.  Marsh.      7.  Residence 

of  Alfred  R.  Crosby. 
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formed  the  operation,  and  declined  to  receive  any  compensation  whatever. 
Upon  the  advent  of  twin  boys  into  this  family  some  time  later  the  grateful 
wife  and  mother  bestowed  the  name  of  Samuel  upon  one  of  the  infants  and 
Robinson  upon  the  other  in  honor  of  the  benefactor. 

While  in  North  Carolina  Dr.  Robinson's  health  failed,  and  he  tried  con- 
stant and  continued  change  of  air  and  scene  in  the  hope  of  benefiting  it. 
He  traveled  quite  extensively  through  the  Carolinas,  Virginia,  the  Middle  and 
New  England  States.  He  finally  came  to  Pawtucket  and  Providence,  in  the 
vicinity  of  which  places  he  for  a  time  took  up  his  residence.  His  health 
continuing  broken,  he  was  not  able  to  follow  his  profession,  and  he  devoted 
much  tmie  to  the  study  of  geology  and  mineralogy. 

He  made  a  collection  of  minerals,  many  of  them  being  quite  valuable,  and 
in  1825  he  published  a  work  entitled  "A  Catalogue  of  American  Minerals." 
This  was  an  octavo  volume  of  three  hundred  and  sixteen  pages.  It  con- 
tained a  full  list  of  all  the  minerals  then  known  in  the  United  States  and 
British  Provinces.  With  each  one  the  county,  town,  and  neighborhood 
where  it  was  found  to  exist  were  distinctly  marked,  and  the  book  was  thus 
an  excellent  guide  to  any  practical  geologist. 

Dr.  Robinson  resided  in  various  places  in  this  vicinity,  as  has  been  stated, 
though  his  home  was  with  his  brother,  Mr.  Dan  Robinson,  in  this  town.  At 
the  end  of  some  two  or  three  years  after  his  return  to  the  North,  on  the 
approach  of  cold  weather,  he  found  it  necessary  to  go  to  a  warmer  climate. 
He  went  therefore  to  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  where  he  died  after  a  few  months' 
residence,  February  17,  1827,  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of  his  age.^ 

It  is  proper  that  some  notice  should  be  taken  of  two  natives  of  the  town, 
who  distinguished  themselves  in  a  former  generation  as  singers,  teachers, 
and  composers  of  music,  and  compilers  of  musical  works,  and  who  were  well 
known  in  their  day.  They  were  sons  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Read,  and  were 
descended  from  a  family  long  settled  here  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  that 
part  still  known  as  "  the  Read  and  Ide  neighborhood." 

Joel  Read  was  born  August  16,  1753.  He  was  well  educated  for  that 
age,  well  informed  on  general  subjects,  and  well  known  to  his  townspeople  of 
the  age  which  has  recently  passed  away.  He  was  for  a  long  time  in  public 
life,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  town.  His  services  were 
often  secured  in  the  offices  of  selectman,  assessor,  treasurer,  etc.,  and  his 
handwriting  may  be  found  on  many  pages  of  the  public  records.  He  lived 
on  a  farm  —  the  old  homestead  of  his  family  —  as  an  agriculturist,  but  much 
of  his  time  was  occupied  in  other  pursuits.  He  was  a  surveyor  and  convey- 
ancer, and  acted  as  a  magistrate  for  a  long  period.  He  also  represented  the 
town  in  the  Legislature  for  some  years,  from  1806  to  1813  inclusive,  with  the 


1  His  gravestone  there  has  recently  been  seen  by  a  resident  of  Attleborough.    "  The  Inscription 
Includes  a  tribute  to  him  as  a  man  and  Christian  and  physician."  —  Attleboro  Advocate. 
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exception  of  liSOT.  lie  served  for  a  time  in  the  Kevolutionary  War,  ami  was 
wounded  in  one  of  the  battles  near  New  York. 

He  removed  from  this  town  towards  the  elose  of  his  life,  and  resided  in 
Pawtncl<et  for  a  nnml»er  of  years.  He  linallv  returned  to  his  native  place, 
where  he  dieil  .Taiiiuny  27,  Is;??,  upwards  of  uiuhty-four  years  of  age.  He 
was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Chloe,  daughter  of  Deacon  Jonathan 
Stanley,  of  this  town,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children,  five  daughters  and 
four  sons,  most  of  whom  livrd  to  maturity.  In  his  father's  family  there 
were  eleven   children,   all  o!"   whom   lived   to  adult  years. 

But  Joel  Kead  was  best  known  as  a  musician.  He  took  the  lead  of  the 
choir  in  the  church  at  West  Attleborough  from  early  life  till  age  disqualified 
him  for  the  duties.  In  his  intercourse  witli  the  pulilic  he  was  pleasant  and 
agreeable  in  his  manners — intelligent  and  social.  I  am  told  by  those  who 
knew  him  that  as  a  singer  he  had  a  tine  and  well-trained  voice.  He  was  an 
enthusiast  on  the  subject  of  music.  In  the  winter  season  during  the  active 
part  of  his  life  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  common  schools  during  the  day 
and  singing  schools  in  the  evening,  not  only  in  this,  but  in  the  neighboring 
towns  —  in  the  western  part  of  this  State,  and  in  various  towns  also  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  While  introducing  his  works  to  the  public  he  often 
extended  his  excursions  to  the  remote  settlements  of  that  State. 

He  was  a  composer  of  music  —  tlie  author  of  several  popular  tunes  which 
were  published.  In  180(i  he  published  a  collection  of  sacred  music  for  the 
use  of  churches  and  schools,  under  the  title  of  ''  The  American  Singing 
Book;  or,  a  New  and  Easy  Guide  to  Psalmody."  The  work  passed  through 
at  least  two  editions  —  and  probably  several  more  —  during  the  lifetime  of 
the  compiler,  and  was  extensively  circulated,  and  used  by  singing  schools 
and  churcli  choirs  in  this  vicinity.  In  fact,  it  was  the  only  work  of  the  kind 
kncjwn  here  for  many  years,  and  educated  a  whole  generation  of  singers.  It 
contained  many  tunes  composeil  l)y  his  brotiier  Daniel,  and  he  himself  was 
the  author  of  several  of  them,  which  were  well  known  at  the  time  and  highly 
popular.     Among  tiiem  were  Consolation  and  otiiers. 

The  first  edition,  as  stated,  was  published  in  l.SOl!,  the  second  in  1812.  In 
the  second  edition  he  changed  the  title  and  called  it  " 'IMie  New  England 
Selection  ;  or.  Plain  Psalmodist."  It  was  printed  in  Boston  by  Manning  & 
Loring.  In  the  preface  lie  says:  "The  first  edition  met  with  a  rapid  sale 
and  encourages  him  to  publish  the  .second,  which  he  liusls  is  not  inferioi-  in 
point  of  merit,  and  hopes  it  will  meet  the  general  apjuobation  of  the  public." 
This  work  was  used  almost  exclusively  for  more  than  thirty  years  in  this 
vicinity,  in  Worcester  County,  in  the  more  western  jiart  of  this  State,  in 
various  parts  of   New  York,  and  donbtless  in  many  other  places. 

Daniki.  Ki:ai).  a  vounger  brotiier  of  Joel  liead,  was  Imm  iiere  November 
16.  17.')7.      He  was  in  Sullivan's  Expedition  in    Rhode    Island    in    177H  during 
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the  Revolution,  iu  the  ranks  of  the  regiment  from  the  northern  part  of  this 
county.  Before  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War  he  removed  to  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  where  he  settled  for  life.  Here  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Amos  Doolittle,  an  engraver,  under  the  firm  name  of  Doolittle  &  Read,  and 
engaged  in  trade,  principally  a  bookselling  and  publishing  business. 

Among  other  works  published  by  them  was  a  Musical  Magazine,  a  periodi- 
cal which  appeared  monthly.  The  typographical  execution  of  the  work  was, 
for  that  age,  highl}'  creditable  to  the  publishers  and  its  appearance  was  even 
beautiful.  This  was  probably  the  first  periodical  on  music  published  in  the 
country,  at  least  the  first  known  to  the  author.  A  great  number  of  the  musi- 
cal compositions  were  origiuallv  composed  by  Read  himself.  Many  of  the  most 
approved  tunes  were  afterwards  collected  and  published  iu  a  single  volume 
called  The  American  Singing  Book,  the  fourth  edition  of  which  was  issued 
January  24,  1792.  It  acquired  a  good  reputation  and  secured  an  extensive 
circulation  in  the  New  England  States.  It  included  forty-seven  original 
tunes  by  Mr.  Read,  with  a  supplement  containing  five  more.  In  1793  he 
published  the  Columbian  Harmonist  in  three  parts. 

The  musical  compositions  of  Daniel  Read  were  far  more  numerous  than 
those  of  Joel  and  of  an  earlier  date.  In  the  Federal  Harmony  (Second 
Part),  published  in  1792,  are  six  pieces  by  Read;  the  Worcester  Collection 
of  Sacred  Harmony,  1788,  contained  sixteen  pieces;  the  Village  Harmony, 
published  in  Exeter,  N.  H.,  has  nineteen  ;  and  in  Lowell  Mason's  Collection 
may  be  found  several  tunes  by  him.  A  third  brother,  William,  was  also  a 
teacher  of  psalmody  in  both  Attleborough  and  Pawtucket  and  a  composer  of 
music,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  the  others. 

The  best  evidence  of  the  merit  of  the  compositions  of  the  Read  Brothers 
is  in  the  fact  that  so  many  of  them  were  selected  and  republished  in  subse- 
quent collections  of  music  for  church  choirs.  Many  of  these  tunes  are  in  use 
at  the  present  day.  The  names  of  Lisbon  and  Sherburne  and  Calvary, 
of  G-reenwich  and  Judgment,  of  Exaltation  and  Victory,  of  Winter  and 
Windham  are  familiar  as  household  words  to  our  own  generation  of  church 
singers,  and  some  at  least  of  these  tunes  are  found  in  almost  every  collection 
of  sacred  music. 

Daniel  Read  married,  in  New  Haven.  Mary  Sherman,  one  of  that  family  so 
distinguished  in  Connecticut.  Their  four  children  were  George  Frederic  ; 
Handel,  who  lived  to  quite  an  advanced  age  ;  Nathan  Sherman  Read,  who 
became  a  clergyman  ;  and  one  daughter,  Mary  White  Read,  who  married  Jon- 
athan Nicholson.  A  son  of  the  youngest  brother,  William,  above  mentioned, 
went  also  to  New  Haven,  and  descendants  of  the  families  are  residing  iu  that 
city  at  the  present  time.  Daniel  Read  died  in  1836,  in  the  eightieth  year  of 
his  age.     Many  descendants  of  these  Reads  are  also  living  in  this  town. 

William  Stillman  Stanley,  m.d,,  was  born  in  this  town,  January  17, 
1803.     His  father  was  Dr.  Thomas  Stanley,  of  the  Falls  village  ;  his  mother. 
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Marv  Norton,  also  of  tliis  town,  ami  tlu'v  wrre  marrii'd  hy  Re\-.  Dr.  Gano. 
His  graudfathor  was  William  StaiiK'V.  who  man  it-d  Zilpah,  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain ^Mavhew  Daggett.  He  attended  the  classical  academy  in  West  Attle- 
borongh  kept  hy  Hev.  Josej^h  Wheaton,  of  Kehoboth,  and  was  there  fitted  for 
college.  He  graduati'cl  at  Brown  Uuiversity  in  the  class  of  1825.  He 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  L"!^her  Parsons,  of  Providence,  and  acquired  a 
practical  knowledge  of  his  profession  with  Dr.  Hezekiah  Skinner,  of  Mans- 
field, entering  into  partnership  with  him  and  remaining  so  associated  for 
two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  tinu',  1<sl>;i,  an  opening  occurred  at  Mamaro- 
ueck,  Westchester  County,  X.  V..  to  which  place  he  removed  and  speedily 
built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  He  was  eminently  acceptable  and 
prosperous,  and  continued  in  that  place  in  full  practice  for  the  long  period  of 
forty-seven  years. 

In  1876,  his  health  having  failed,  he  removed  to  Wilmington.  Del.,  and  two 
years  later  to  Philadelphia,  Pt'im.,  where  he  lived  until  188:3.  During  that 
year  he  removed  to  Westerly.  H.  1..  where  he  had  his  residence  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  In  June  of  the  following  year,  1884.  he  attended  the 
Commencement  exercises  of  his  loved  university,  and  from  Providence  he  came 
to  his  native  town  and  visited  his  old  homestead,  greeting  once  more  the  few 
living  relatives  and  very  few  living  friends  of  his  youthful  days.  From  here 
he  went  to  Wrentham  to  visit  S(/me  nieces  residing  there,  and  while  with  them 
was  taken  ill  and  died  aftei'  only  four  da3's  of  sickness,  on  July  11,  ls.s4. 
•'  Thus  suddenly  ended  the  life  of  a  good  man." 

In  May,  18;)2,  Dr.  Stanley  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Thompson  Mitchell,  of 
White  Plains,  N.  Y.,  who  died  at  (U'rmantown.  Penn.,  August  18,  1883. 
He  left  no  children.  He  was  a  man  of  integrity  in  all  his  dealings  with  his 
fellow-men,  faniiliar  and  cordial  in  his  intercourse  with  his  friends  and  neigh- 
bors, and  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  coniniiiiiity  in  which  he  lived. 

The  following  is  rjuoted  from  the  Necrology  of  I>i-own  Tniversity  for 
1884-85  :  — 

"  In  his  medical  profession,  as  in  his  character,  he  was  tlu'  worthy  son  of 
a  worthy  sire,  his  father,  Dr.  Thonias  Stanley,  having  been  for  many  years 
a  prominent  physician,  and  highly  esteemed  man  in  Altleborougli.  Dr.  Sian- 
lev,  the  8ul)ject  of  this  notice,  had  the  esteem  and  confiilence  of  the  people, 
not  onlv  of  his  own  town,  where  he  so  long  lived,  but  foi-  many  miles  around 
in  other  towns.  His  uibanity  of  Uianners,  and  kindness  of  heart,  unitt'(l 
with  his  clearness  of  inlelb'<'t.  and  his  medical  kiKiwledge  and  skill,  rendered 
him  botli  a  popidar  and  a  successful  physician." 

I)k.  Iua  liAKUows,  the  son  of  V./.yw  ami  Heelie  Peck  Harrows,  was  born  in 
this  town,  Novemlier  \x.  b'^nl.  lb-  remaineil  in  his  country  Jiouie  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  sixteen,  at  which  time  he  was  fitted  for  college  and  enteied 
Brown  I'niversity,  where  he  grailuate<i  in  1H-_'|  at  the  age  of  twenty.  He 
obtaine<l  his  niedic;il  educMtion  ;it  the  excelh'nt  school  of    Harvard,  taking  his 
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degree  in  1827.  He  thus  by  llioroii<ili  courses  of  study  laid  tlio  foundation 
of  true  knowledge  so  especially  ueedeil  in  his  profession,  and  made  himself 
worthy  of  the  confideuce  of  his  fellow-men  and  of  the  success  which  after- 
wards attended  him. 

He  practised  during  many  of  his  earlier  years  in  Pawtucket,  where  he  was 
associated  with  Dr.  Manchester.  While  there  he  united  with  the  Congre- 
gational church,  of  which  Rev.  Dr.  Blodgett  was  for  so  many  years  the  loved 
and  revered  pastor,  and  became  one  of  its  deacons,  retaining  the  office  as 
long  as  he  resided  in  that  place.  He  remained  in  Pawtucket  until  1837, 
when  failing  health  compelled  him  to  try  change  of  scene  and  climate,  and  for 
a  time  he  resided  at  the  West.  The  weakness  from  which  he  suffered  proved 
to  be  only  temporary,  his  constitution  being  strong  enough  to  conquer  it,  and 
he  was  able  to  resume  his  professional  duties.  In  1840  he  returned  to  Paw- 
tucket, but  soon  after  removed  to  Providence,  where  he  resided  for  more  than 
thirty-two  years  "  laboriously  occupied  nearly  to  the  end."  He  died  in  that 
city  October  14,  1882,  having  reached  the  advanced  age  of  almost  fourscore 
years.  He  married,  February  5,  1833,  Frances  A.,  daughter  of  Oliver  Bart- 
lett,  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  and  she,  with  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  survives 
him. 

His  pastor  said  of  him  :  "■  Dr.  Barrows  illustrated  the  truth  that  busy  men 
may  be  relied  on  for  many  kinds  of  service,  and  that  even  in  so  arduous 
a  profession  there  is  time  for  Christian  work  and  fellowship."  He  was  "  a 
man  of  integrity  and  consistent  life.  He  loved  his  profession,  and  was 
conscientiously  devoted  to  it.  Yet  whenever  it  was  possible  for  him,  he  was 
an  attendant  at  public  worship.  I  have  thought  proper  to  dwell  upon  some 
simple  facts  in  the  history  of  our  departed  brother,  not  merely  because  of 
his  sincere  piety  and  excellence,  but  because  of  his  vocation  in  life.  The 
calling  of  a  physician  is  one  of  great  responsibility.  It  demands  rare 
talents  and  the  highest  character.  No  one  would  wish  to  emplov  a  physi- 
cian who  does  not  possess  both,  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  trifle  with  life,  by 
seeking  counsel  of  the  ignorant  or  the  unprincipled.  I  may  say  that  our 
friend,  Dr.  Barrows,  though  not  lavish  of  words,  and  most  unobtrusive  in  his 
demeanor,  has  brought  spiritual  comfort  into  the  sick  chamber,  and  helped 
others  by  his  praj^ers  in  their  sore  need.  In  him  religion  was  an  everyday 
principle,  which  he  was  ready  to  apply  to  all  the  business  of  life.  Nor 
should  1  fail  to  mention  his  kindness  to  the  poor,  and  readiness  to  fulfill 
services  often  unpaid.  We  do  well  to  cherish  the  memory  of  those  who  have 
served  God  in  a  laborious  and  self-denying  profession,  which  ought  to  be 
held  in  high  esteem,  and  to  which  we  ought  cheerfully  to  discharge  our 
obligations  as  far  as  possible." 

Dr.  George  Barrows,  a  younger  brother  of  the  above,  was  born  Mav  12, 
1815.  The  father,  who  was  a  farmer,  died  while  he  was  a  child.  After- 
wards his  mother  married  Captain  Jacob  Ide,  and  he  lived  in  this  new  home 
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uutil  he  was  sixteen.  At  llial  tinu-  he  entered  a  store,  and  subsequently 
attended  Pawtucket  Academy  for  two  years.  He  was  desirous  of  obtaining 
a  good  education,  but.  being  out  of  health,  he  was  untitted  to  pursue  his 
studies  properly.  At  this  juncture  he  went  to  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  entered 
the  manual  labor  school  there.  During  a  few  months  in  that  institution  •*  he 
developed  a  physical  organization  which  carried  him  in  after  life  through  the 
constant  strain  and  wear  arising  from  the  indispensable  demands  of  his 
arduous  profession.  As  a  proof  of  the  good  results  in  his  ease  of  a  system 
of  labor  and  study  combined,  it  is  said  of  him  that  he  volunteered  with  other 
"muscular  fellow  students"  to  cut  a  large  part  of  the  timber  which  was 
used  in  the  erection  of  two  of  tin-  present  college  buildings. 
.  He  entered  Amherst  College  when  twenty-one,  and  graduated  there  in 
1840.  He  spent  two  years  in  Illinois,  and  then  entered  his  brother's  office, 
where  he  remained  three  years  studying  medicine.  He  also  attended  lectures 
at  Pittsfield  Medical  College,  and  there  received  his  diploma.  About  this 
time  he  became  interested  in  homa>opathy,  and  finally  adopted  that  school  of 
practice.  In  1846  he  opened  an  office  in  Taunton,  the  only  physician  of  his 
school  there  at  that  time.  After  practising  for  some  years  he  attended  the 
Homoeopathic  Medical  College  in  Philadelphia  and  received  a  diploma  from 
that  institution.  During  a  period  of  more  than  thirty  years  he  went  in  and 
out  of  hundreds  of  homes  in  the  city  of  his  adoption,  "  administering  to  the 
best  of  his  ability  and  skill_for  the  wants  of  his  patients,  to  the  poor  and 
indigent  as  to  the  more  favored.  All  received  his  large-hearted  sympathy." 
He  gave  instruction  also  to  a  large  number  of  students,  upon  whom  in  the 
commencement  of  their  practice  he  bestowed  kindly  and  timely  aid,  ami  a 
number  of  young  men  were  associated  with  him. 

In  1848  he  married  .lane  E.  Wells,  of  Otis,  by  whom  \\v  hail  one  son. 
Thev  both  survived  him.  He  die(l  .lanuary  HI,  1878,  fiom  paralysis,  the 
result  of  exposure  on  a  professional  j(jurney  of  several  miles  taken  on  a 
stormy  night.  He  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  the  oldest  medical  jjracti- 
tioner  in  Taunton.  One  said  of  him:  '-The  coiiiiiiiiiiity  in  whicii  he  has  long 
resided  mourn  the  los>  of  a  kind  rrieiid,  neighbor,  [)iiysicinn,  ami  estiinalile 
fellow  citizen,  who  lias  suddenly  departecl  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  in  the 
midst  of  usefulness."  His  pasti>r.  Dr.  Hlake,  said  :  *•  A  Christian  i)hy8ician, 
whose  principles  How  into  his  profession,  is  a  blessing  to  the  comnuinity, 
which  we  d(j  not   appreciate   until    it    is   removed." 

Hon.  l-)\u:s]:/.\:n  D.\(;<.i.ir.  who  dieil  while  a  niemlier  of  the  Senate  from 
Biistol  District,  alTords  the  example  of  a  life  worthy  of  imitation  by  his 
fellow-citizens.  Ife  was  the  youngest  son  of  Colonel  ,Iohn  Daggett,  whose 
life  has  lieen  previously  noticed,  and  was  liorn  April  H'l.  17<'i.'i.  I*'ew  men  in 
this  town  have  (U'Vote<l  so  large  a  portion  of  their  time  to  the  i)ulilic  service. 
He  held  a  connnission  of  the  peace  for  nearly  thirty  years,  and  honorably 
discharged  its  most  ini|>oiIanl  duller,      lie   served    the   town   at    vai-ioiis  times 
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in  the  capacity  of  selectman  and  town  clerk,  for  upwards  of  twenty  years. 
He  represented  the  town  several  years  in  the  General  Court.  A  large  part 
of  the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life  was  occupied  in  some  public  employment. 
In  various  ways  he  rendered  himself  serviceable  to  his  fellow-citizens.  In 
the  spring  of  1831  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Senate  from  this  district. 
At  the  succeeding  November  election  he  was  rechosen  to  the  same  office, 
and  while  in  the  discharge  of  the  honorable  and  responsible  duties  of  this 
station  he  was  called  by  the  order  of  Providence  to  close  his  life,  at  Boston, 
on  the  fourth  of  March,  1832,  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 

Possessed  of  natural  abilities  above  mediocrity,  which  he  had  improved  by 
self-education,  he  always  directed  them  to  useful  purposes.  Plain  and  unas- 
suming in  his  manners,  mild  and  uniform  in  his  disposition,  he  had  won  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  but  never  sought  after  the  honors  which 
were  bestowed  upon  him.  Guided  by  fixed  and  pure  principles,  he  was 
upright  and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellow-men  ;  and  preserved 
a  character  of  unsullied  integrity  thi'ough  a  long  and  active  life.  He  was 
regarded  by  his  neighbors  as  their  father  and  adviser.  If  they  were  in 
difficulty  or  doubt,  they  came  to  him  for  counsel  and  assistance,  and  both 
were  freely  offered.  So  great  was  their  confidence  in  his  integrity  and  judg- 
ment that  he  was  generally  the  chosen  umpire  in  cases  of  controversies 
between  his  fellow-citizens.  He  was,  in  fine,  in  the  true  and  enlarged  sense 
of  the  word,  a  useful  man.  His  life,  indeed,  as  has  been  justlv  remarked  of 
him,  affords  an  encouraging  example  of  the  truth  that  respectable  talents 
united  with  integrity  and  industry  will  raise  a  man  to  honor  and  usefulness. 

He  was,  too,  a  kind-hearted  and  liberal  man,  and  in  this  connection  a 
pleasant  fact  was  recentl}"  told  of  him  b}'  a  son  of  Elder  Read,  at  one  time 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  at  North  Attleborough  :  "Mr.  Daggett  was 
an  intimate  friend  of  my  father's,  and  with  his  wife  frequently  visited  him. 
He  never  went  away  without  leaving  some  money,  generally  three  dollars, 
and  placed  quietly  under  a  book."  Such  was  the  manner  of  Mr.  Daggett's 
giving  —  in  that  true  spirit  of  charity  which  possesses  only  the  desire  to  help 
those  in  need,  not  "to  be  seen  of  men,"  and  shows  a  just  and  thoughtful 
consideration  for  the  feelings  of  those  assisted. 

The  following  remarks  on  the  character  of  the  deceased  are  extracted  from 
a  funeral  discourse  delivered  at  Attleborough,  April  22,  1832,  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Ferguson  :  — 

"  Where  is  that  venerated  husband  and  father,  that  highly  esteemed  and 
useful  citizen,  who  scarce  four  months  ago,  stood  bending  under  the  bereave- 
ment of  Providence,  an  unexpected,  yet  quiet  and  submissive  mourner  i  in 
the  house  of  the  Lord.  Alas  !  he  has  gone  down  to  the  grave  unto  his  son, 
mourning.      The  last  opportunity  which  I  enjoyed  of  conversing  with   our 


>  For  the  siultlen  and  violent  ileath  of  a  beloved  son. 
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departed  friend,  was  on  the  eve  of  his  leaviiiii'  home  to  attend  to  his  ollicial 
duties  in  the  Legishiture.  as  a  member  of  the  Senate.  I  mention  this  cirenm- 
stance,  l)eeanse  it  was  then  abundantly  evident,  that  those  official  honors, 
which  are  generally  sought  as  the  rewards  of  successful  competition,  may 
come  to  be  regarded  as  a  burden  rather  than  an  honorable  distinction.  Dur- 
ing our  conversation  he  lamented,  that  official  duties  obliged  him  at  such  a 
time  to  leave  home,  and  to  mingle  in  scenes  so  foreign  to  the  state  of  his  mind. 
He  regretted  that  the  choice  of  the  people  had  not  fallen  upon  some  other 
candidate,  and  remarked,  that  such  scenes  were  better  adapted  to  gratify  those 
who  were  young  and  aspiring,  than  the  aged  and  afflicted.  It  is  known  to  you 
all,  that  from  tiiat  tour  of  duty,  he  never  returned.  To  an  observer  it  must 
have  been  evident,  that  to  commune  with  his  own  heart — to  mingle  his  sym- 
pathies with  those  of  his  family,  and  to  prepare  himself  for  his  own  great 
change,  would  have  been  more  congenial  to  his  mind,  than  the  halls  of  legis- 
lation, and  the  investigation  of  our  political  relations.  In  his  case,  moreover, 
political  employments  had  long  ceased  to  be  a  novelty.  He  was  emphatically 
a  public  man.  Twenty  years  of  his  life  had  been  occupied  in  superintending 
the  interests  of  the  town.  Twice  he  was  elected  to  tlie  Senate  :  —  and  perhaps 
no  man  among  us  has  been  more  called  upon  to  ndminister  upon  tiie  estates 
of  the  deceased  and  to  act  as  the  guardian  of  the  orphan.  The  general  char- 
acter which  he  sustained  through  life  was  that  of  uniformity,  u])rightness,  and 
moderation.  In  the  hottest  strife  of  parties,  although  a  public  and  a  decided 
man,  he  never  could  be  regai'ded  as  a  paitisan.  He  had  been  an  actor,  and 
in  some  respects  a  public  character  from  the  time  of  the  Kevolution  ;  but 
through  all  the  changes  of  the  eventful  times  in  wiiich  he  lived,  he  continued 
to  the  last  to  stand  forth  before  his  fellow-citizens,  in  the  character  of  an 
honest,  uprigiit.  and  consistent  man. 

"  His  last  sickness  commenced  on  the  twenty-third  of  February.  He  had, 
the  day  before,  in  apparent  health,  attended  the  centennial  celebration  of  the 
birth  of  Washington,  and  walked  in  procession  with  the  other  members  of  the 
Senate;  but  all  beyond  was  his  dying  sickness.  Early  on  liie  succeeding 
morning,  he  was  violently  attacked  with  a  fever,  which  ti'iniinati'd  in  death  on 
the  fourth  of  March. 

"  I  have  felt  it  my  duty,  in  view  of  his  pid)lic  character,  to  enter  into 
details  which,  in  other  circumstances,  n)ight  have  b(>en  inexpedient.  In  the 
relations  of  life;  in  his  intercourse  l)ct\veeu  man  and  ui;in  ;  in  the  main- 
tenance of  a  character  for  uniformity,  uprightness,  and  st'lf-possession,  his 
works  praise  him.  and  he  is  with  us  for  an  example.  In  ail  that  is  Iteyond,  it 
is  ours  to  consign  him  to  his  grave,  and  to  his  (ioil.  llM|i|iy  would  it  lie  for 
our  community,  were  our  party  divisions  always  controlled  by  men  of  e(jual 
mildness  and  moderation,  —  happy  would  it  be  for  our  comnuuiitv.  did  id!  our 
public  men  manifest  ;in  eipnd  regard  t"oi'  the  niaintenancj'  of  orcler,  morals, 
and  religion." 
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Mr.  Dagoett  raanied,  September  3,  1797,  Stilly  ^Maxcy,  of  this  town.  They 
had  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  lived  to  maturity  :  Lydia  Maxc}',  born 
October  16,  1802,  married  Caprou  Peck,  of  this  town,  and  died  February  2, 
1882  ;  John,  the  writer  of  this  book  ;  P^benezer,  born  May  14,  1807,  and  lost 
as  his  ship  was  coming  into  Boston  Harbor  in  1831  ;  Harvey  Maxcy,  born 
June  10,  1809,  and  died  September  28,  188G  ;  Amy  Ide,  born  November  24, 
1811,  married  John  McClellan,  of  Sutton,  this  State,  and  now  resides  in 
Worcester;  Marcy  Shepard,  married  Erastus  D.  Everett,  of  Boston,  and 
died  November  23,  1843,  aged  twenty-nine  years  and  ten  months ;  and 
Handel  Naphtali  and  Homer  Micajah,  twins,  born  January  27,  1821. 

Rev.  Jacob  Ide.  d.d.,  was  a  descendant  of  Nicholas  Ide,  —  the  immigrant 
ancestor,  —  who  came  to  this  country  previous  to  1645  and  settled  in  Rehoboth 
as  early  as  April  9  of  that  year.  His  son,  Lieutenant  Nicholas  Ide,  came  to 
this  town  about  1696,  with  seven  children,  of  whom  one  was  named  Jacob. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fifth  of  the  same  name  in  direct  descent.  He 
was  born  March  29,  178,5,  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  the  "  Read  and  Ide 
neighorhood."  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Elijah  Kent,  of  Rehoboth,  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  ancient  town.  His  father  was 
a  farmer,  as  his  ancestors  had  been  ever  since  their  coming  to  this  country. 
He  himself  worked  on  his  father's  farm  till  he  entered  college.  At  an  early 
age  he  became  anxious  to  obtain  a  liberal  education  in  order  to  qualify  him- 
self for  the  ministry.  His  father  did  not  encourage  liim  much  in  his  desire, 
for,  limited  by  the  necessity  for  rigid  economy,  he  had  not  the  means  to  fur- 
nish his  son  with  many  facilities  for  preparing  himself  for  college.  The  boy 
therefore  resorted  to  many  self-denials  and  laborious  means  to  acquire  the 
necessary  preparation.  He  improved  every  opportunity  to  study  at  home, 
employing  every  spare  hour,  every  leisure  moment  he  could  gain  from  the 
farm  labors,  and  in  that  way  did  much  toward  fitting  himself  for  entering  the 
university.  He  says  himself  he  "  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  sat  up 
late  at  night,"  to  gain  time  for  study.  He  traveled  three  or  four  times  a  week 
to  the  residence  of  Rev.  Nathan  Holman  —  a  distance  of  about  four  miles 
from  his  home  —  for  instruction  in  the  languages,  following  this  course  for  a 
year,  and  this  was  his  only  outside  u:ieaus  of  preparation.  That  he  could 
endure  such  a  mental  and  physical  strain  in  addition  to  his  daily  work  proves 
the  truth  of  the  statement  that  *■'  he  had  an  exceptionally  good  constitution, 
and  was  a  model  of  strength  and  vigor." 

At  this  time  he  was  the  athlete  of  his  neighborhood  and  various  incidents 
have  been  related  by  himself  and  others  regarding  his  strength  and  skill.  It 
is  said  his  father  had  at  one  time  an  exceedingly  wild  and  vicious  colt,  whom 
no  one  could  manage.  Young  Ide  quietly  took  the  matter  in  hand,  mounted 
the  colt,  who  at  once  began  kicking,  rearing,  and  plunging  in  mad  attempts  to 
throw  the  fearless  rij:ler,  who,  however,  stoutly  maintained  his  seat  until  the 
animal,  "wearied  and  discouraged  with  his  unavailing  efforts,  succumbed," 
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completely  subdued.  Tradition  further  says  that  upon  one  occasion,  when  the 
sudden  illness  of  his  father  required  a  physician  to  lie  speedily  summoned, 
Jacob  mounted  this  same  steed  and,  "instead  of  following  the  circuitous 
course  of  the  road,  took  to  the  fields,"  and  leaped  the  fences,  drawing  a  ''  bee 
line  "  to  the  doctor's  door.  This  determination  to  ride  over,  not  to  go  around, 
ditHculties  was  the  keynote  of  his  success  in  whatever  he  undertook  and 
enabled  him  to  overcome  obstacles  in  his  early  career  which  would  have 
utterly  discouraged  a  boy  of  less  resolute  character  tlian  himself.  The  anxie- 
ties and  struggles  over  "  ways  and  means  "  were  not  in  his  case  so  great  dis- 
advantages as  they  might  have  l)eeii  to  many  others.  He  studied  thoroughly 
his  tasks,  he  aimed  to  be  accurate  in  everything  he  studied,  his  mind  was 
clear  and  vigorous,  and  he  was  persevering  and  devoted  to  the  duties  of  the 
moment.     Hence  he  became  in  after  life  a  close  student  ami  a  deep  thinker. 

He  entered  Brown  University  in  1805,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  graduating  in 
1809,  with  the  highest  honors  of  his  class.  He  studied  theology  for  a  time 
with  his  future  father-in-law.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Emmons,  and  then  entered  the 
theological  school  at  Andover,  where  he  graduated  1812.  He  preached  for 
a  time  at  East  Abington,  Mass.,  and  at  York,  Maine,  and  then  at  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H.  Here,  though  discouraged  over  himself  and  distrusting  his 
own  abilities  as  a  preacher,  he  attracted  the  favorable  notice  of  Daniel 
Webster,  who  heard  bim  several  times,  and  who,  it  is  said,  ''  used  sometimes 
to  rise  and  stand  during  the  sermon,  keeping  his  large  eyes  fixed  upon  the 
preacher." 

From  Portsmouth  Mr.  Ide  came  to  Boston  and  was  assistant  for  Dr. 
Griffin  for  a  few  weeks.  About  this  time  his  health  failed  and  he  Avas 
obliged  to  cease  all  labor,  and  there  was  considerable  uncertainty  as  to 
whether  he  would  ever  again  be  able  to  preach.  In  two  years'  time,  however, 
he  was  so  far  recovered  that  he  accepted  a  call  from  liie  church  and  society 
in  West  Medway,  this  State.  He  was  ordained  and  installed  there  November 
2,  1814,  and  this  became  his  lirst  and  last  pastorate.  For  tifty-one  years  he 
discharged  all  the  duties  of  pastoi',  but  in  iscf)  ju'  was  i-rlirvcd  of  ministerial 
responsil)ilitv,  thougii  continuing  senicjr  pastor  until  his  tleath. 

In  181.0  he  marrii-d  Mary,  youngest  daughter  of  Dr.  Emmons,  of  Frank- 
lin, who  survived  him.  She  was  a  woman  whose  dilTerent  teniperament  was 
a  most  happy  comjilcment  to  his  character,  and  a  continued  source  of  inspi- 
ration U>  him.  "Their  iioiiif  was  a  fountain  of  Christian  charities,  and  a 
place  of  large  and  generous  hospitalities."  For  more  than  sixty  years  they 
lived  and  worked  together.  They  had  eleven  ehildrcn,  nine  of"  whom  dietl 
before  the  fatiier's  decease.  Two  sons  suivivcd  liim.  Of  tliese  .I;icol»,  .Ji.. 
a  iiniduatc  f>f  Amlierst  Colleg*-.  is  now,  as  he  has  bciMi  for  many  years,  the 
LTenial,  popular,  and  acceptable  ])aslor  of  the  Congregational  cluM'ch  at 
Mansfield  Centre.  All  wliu  in  any  \v:iy  eoiiie  undei-  iiis  inllnence  must  agree 
that    a  generous   portion   of   liis    father's    mimiiiIc    lias    fMllen    ii]>()n    liim.      The 
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second  son,  Alexis  W.,  also  entered  the  university,  and  at  one  time  had  a 
pastorate  at  Stafford  Springs,  Conn.,  but  for  a  number  of  years  previous  to 
his  father's  death  he  refused  all  offers  of  settlement,  that  he  might  devote 
himself  to  the  care  of  his  parents  in  their  old  age.  The  daughter  who 
reached  maturity,  ]\Iary,  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  Charles  T.  Torrey,  of 
Scituate.  For  assisting  fugitive  slaves  he  was  incarcerated  in  a  Maryland 
prison,  where  he  died  May  9,  1840,  aged  only  thirty-three.  Mrs.  Torrey  died 
a  number  of  years  since. 

In  1827  his  college  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Ide  the  honorarj^  degree  of  S.T.D. 
He  was  eminent  both  for  his  knowledge  and  his  faculty  of  imparting  it,  and 
he  was  repeatedly  urged  to  accept  the  professorship  of  theology  in  the  Ban- 
gor Seminary.  Such  a  position  would  have  been  congenial  to  him  and  he 
would  have  filled  it  well,  but  he  was  bound  to  his  people  by  the  most  affec- 
tionate ties,  and  he  chose  to  live  and  labor  and  die  among  them.  From  the 
commencement  of  his  ministry  almost  his  life  was  a  constant  strugo-le  with 
ill  health,  yet  by  care  and  regular  habits  he  prolonged  his  life  through  nearly 
a  century  —  the  first  century  of  his  country's  independence.  His  counte- 
nance indicated  feeble  health,  but  by  his  uniformity  of  life  he  was  enabled 
to  accomi)lish  an  amount  of  labor  which  seems  incredible.  Durino-  his  lono- 
pastorate  he  spoke  to  his  people  "  five  thousand  messages  of  life,"  and  stood 
eight  hundred  times  by  "  the  open  grave,"  and  his  wise  words  of  counsel  and 
consolation  were  always  theirs  at  need.  He  served  thirty  years  on  the 
school  committee,  and  was  among  the  most  public-spirited  citizens  of  his 
community. 

He  was  a  leader  in  all  moral  reforms  ;  an  earnest  and  consistent  advocate 
of  total  abstinence  years  before  the  temperance  reform  was  launched.  An 
incident  related  of  him  at  the  time  of  his  graduation  from  college  shows  that 
the  spirit  of  temperance  moved  within  him  actively  and  practically  at  an 
early  age.  The  custom  then  prevailed  for  valedictorians  to  suppl}^  liquors 
for  the  class  suppers.  Mr.  Ide  courteously  declined  to  follow  this  fashion, 
but  offered  a  fitting  equivalent.  Some  of  the  class  took  offence  and  when 
the  valedictory  address  was  to  be  given  would  not  rise.  "The  valedictorian 
was  ready  for  the  emergency.  Standing  a  little  more  erect,  he  quietly  sur- 
veyed them  and  said  :  '  A  wise  man  sometimes  gets  angry  ;  but  auger  resteth 
only  in  the  bosom  of  fools.' "  Mr.  Ide  was,  too,  a  pioneer  in  the  temperance 
cause,  and  lived  to  rejoice  over  some  of  its  greatest  triumphs.  He  was  a 
trustee  of  Amherst  College  for  over  twenty-five  years,  and  for  several  years 
editor  of  The  Christian  Magazine.  His  published  discourses  were  numerous  : 
ordination  and  funeral  sermons,  and  occasional  sermons  and  addresses,  more 
than  forty  in  number.  He  also  edited  and  published,  in  seven  octavo  volumes, 
the  writings  of  Dr.  Emmons,  including  a  memoir  of  the  great  man's  life  by 
himself,  and  in  this  "■  did  great  and  lasting  service  to  the  science  of  theology 
in  interpreting  that  princely  theologian."  He  lived  a  very  studious  life,  fill- 
ing his  whole  career  with  constant  labor  even  to  its  latest  period. 
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Dr.  Ide,  like  iiiaiiy  (,'lorn;yinen  l)efore  soiuiuaries  were  uiiiiierous,  received 
students  of  theoloiry  into  liis  family.^  He  thus  prepared  over  forty  young 
men  for  the  ministry,  and  he  established  an  unusual  reputation  as  au 
instructor.  He  owned  a  farm  which  he  carried  on  in  connection  with  his 
ministerial  duties.  It  is  related  that  iluring  a  certain  haying  season  two 
students,  farmers'  boys.  ''  proposed  to  go  out  and  show  the  men  how  to  mow." 
Dr.  Ide  accompanied  them  and  presently  took  up  a  scythe  and  ''  struck  in  " 
after  tlu'in.  They  soon  found  him  uetting  "  uncomfortably  near,"  and  were 
obliged  to  acknowledge  that  he  was  as  well  qualified  to  give  them  lessons  in 
mowing  as  in  theology.  Au  instance  has  been  told  of  a  jealous  neighbor 
of  his  youthful  days  in  this  town  wlio  hired  young  Ide  to  help  him  mow  a 
meadow,  ungenerously  withholding  the  fact  that  he  intended  a  trial  of  skill 
between  them.  The  unsuspecting  youth  mowed  on  hour  after  hour,  but, 
when  the  real  state  of  affairs  became  manifest,  instead  of  being  "  tired  out," 
as  was  hoped,  he  "increased  the  number  and  vigor  of  his  strokes,"  to  the 
speedy  discomfiture  of  his  employer,  who  confessed  his  purpose  and  allowed 
himself  fairly  beaten.  These  anecdotes  show  that  the  '*  child  was  the  father 
of  the  man,"  for  in  after  years  no  amount  of  physical  debility  could  quell 
Dr.  Ide's  ever-youthful,  undaunted  spirit,  or  quench  the  undying  flame  of 
fresh  enthusiasm  within  him. 

In  November,  1804,  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  settlement  was  cele- 
brated, on  which  occasion  he  dclivcriMl  the  historical  address,  furnishing 
many  experiences  of  his  pastorate.  'J'hcre  was  a  large  attendance  of  clergy- 
men from  near  and  far  who  detailed  the  services  of  the  aged  pastor,  and 
bestowed  upon  him  the  honors  he  had  so  justly  won  by  the  faithful  labors  of 
a  half-century.  Several  original  poems  were  prepared  for  the  occasion  ; 
one  of  some  length  by  Hon.  Charles  Thurher  and  another  by  Rev.  William 
M.  Thaver,  who  was  well  known  to  many  of  our  townspi-ople.  There  was 
a  great  gathering  of  people  and  Dr.  Ide  was  the  ri'cipient  of  many  tributes 
of  respect  and  veneration  from  his  numerous  and  distinguished  friends.  In 
this  age  of  change,  when  thr  actimi  nf  \\\v  cliinclics  constrains  us  to  bestow 
the  name  applied  to  our  I'ilgrim  fathers  upon  our  own  clergymen,  who  have 
indeed  l)ccome  pilgrims  upon  the  earth,  traveling  from  place  to  place,  it  is 
pleasant  an<l  ]trolital)lt'  to  contcmiplatc  such  a  pastorate  as  this  —  a  lifelong 
anfl  an  ideal  one. 

Hev.  .lolin  W.  Harding,  of  Longnieadow,  in  his  diseonrse  at  the  funeral 
of   Dr.    Me   says:   "  As  a  jireaclier.   i  )r.    ide    was   earnest,    <'lear,    instructive. 


>  In  the  iii-xt  pnrlKli  \vn«  -<!ltli-'l  It4'v.  Hiivi'l  saiilin-"!,  .Ir.,  Hon  <if  IIh  ilr-t  |(.'i-|iir,  lunl  a  slmlent  imhIlt 
Dr.  M«'h  lut«!liiK''-  "c  "'""  "  iiK'HiIxT  'if  UriiwM  rnlvcrflty,  lu-iir  wlioni  It  was  my  fnrtuni'  wlillr  in 
rolW'jfc  to  room,  nii'l  with  wlimn  I  wiix  on  t«TniH  uf  >;ri'at  Intlniitcy.  In  lnokiiiK  hack  <i\  i-r  tlii'  lonn  In- 
terval of  yenrn  from  that  pi-rloM  to  thin  (h»y  I  ennnot  lint  drop  a  lour  of  fflcmlMlilp  over  the  k'''ivc  of 
•one  of  the  ino»l  an.lalili-,  -liii-on-,  anil  ln'inivolcnl  men  I  ever  met.  If  ever  there  waH  it  <llHlnlerei<le<l 
love  for  fellow-man,  It  llve'l  In  the  bonom  of  Davhl  Saiifonl. 
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Without  the  peculiar  brilliancy  of  descriptive  or  imaginative  power,  or  force- 
ful sway  of  a  magnetic  oratory,  he  had  a  simple,  manly  way  of  handling 
vital  truths  and  grappling  with  practical  issues,  that  interested  his  hearers, 
aroused  their  moral  sense,  impelled  them  to  decision,  and  helped  them 
towards  holy  living.  He  was  deliberate  and  impressive  without  the  acces- 
sories of  rhetoric  ;  a  strong  and  judicious  preacher."  As  a  man  he  was 
thoroughly  genuine,  honest,  manly.  He  was  gentle,  yet  strong  ;  full  of  merri- 
ment, but  truly  sympathetic  ;  a  wise  counselor  ;  "  a  son  of  consolation  "  ;  cau- 
tious, yet  bold.  "  He  never  attempted  to  cross  a  bridge  before  he  came  to 
it,  and  he  never  went  arcund  an  emergency.  It  was  one  of  his  maxims  that 
a  man  can  say  anything  that  ought  to  be  said,  '  if  he  says  it  right.'  Another 
was  :  '  You  can  do  what  you  have  a  mind  to,  if  you  won't  say  anything 
about  it.'"  He  was  a  man  of  remarkable  prudence  and  self-control.  It  was 
characteristic  of  a  man  whose  persistent  purpose  was  to  subjugate  himself  to 
say  as  he  did  after  be  had  passed  his  eightieth  year,  "  I  have  got  the 
hardest  job  on  hand  I  have  ever  had  to  do  :  I  have  got  to  take  care  of  an  old 
man." 

In  the  course  of  some  remarks  made  at  the  fiftieth  anniversary  celebi-ation, 
Dr.  Parks, ^  of  Andover,  in  a  few  suggestive  lines,  presented  a  condensed, 
but  completed  picture  of  Dr.  Ide's  life.  In  this  he  said:  "Thus  does  the 
influence  of  a  good  man  diffuse  itself  through  the  community,  and  a  faithful 
preacher,  even  if  he  be  an  invalid,  is  a  city  set  upon  a  hill  which  cannot  be 
concealed.  Dr.  Ide  has  been  an  invalid  through  his  entire  ministerial  life  ; 
but  by  his  example  in  his  parish,  by  his  judicious  and  thoughtful  sermons, 
by  the  essays  and  discourses  which  he  has  published,  by  the  volumes  which 
he  has  edited,  by  the  young  men  whom  he  has  educated  for  the  ministry,  he 
has  exerted  an  influence  which  has  been  felt,  and  will  continue  to  be  felt,  in 
distant  parts  of  our  own  land,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  sea." 

Dr.  Ide  died  January  5,  1880,  aged  ninety-four  years,  nine  months,  and 
six  days.  His  funeral  was  attended  by  a  numerous  assemblv  of  clergymen, 
who  united  in  rendering  fitting  tributes  of  respect  to  the  venerable,  excellent 
man  and  minister.  With  solemn  and  impressive  ceremonies,  borne  by 
friendly  hands  and  followed  by  a  community  of  mourners,  this  good  man 
was  laid  away  to  his  rest,  among  the  people  he  so  tenderly  loved,  with  whom 
and  for  whom  he  had  labored  so  long  and  so  faithfully,  even  through  the 
years  of  two  generations  of  men. 

EzEKiEL  GiLMAN  RoBiNSON,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  the  SOU  of  Ezekicl  and  Cynthia 
(Slack)  Robinson,  was  born  in  this  town  March  23,  1815.  He  was  "  a  lineal 
descendant  of  George  Robinson,  one  of  the  original  purchasers  from  the 
Indians  of  the  town  of  Rehoboth,"  and  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Reho- 
both  North  Purchase.     Previous  to  1730  six  of  the    name,  descendants  of 


>  A  college  classmate  of  the  aiiihor,  and  a  man  who  was  always  greatly  admired  by  him.  —  Editor. 
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Georo'e,  of  Rehoboth,  had  settled  in  tliis  town.  Other  iiieiubers  of  Dr.  Kobiu- 
sou's  family  have  been  emiueiit.  ••  Several  members  of  his  grandmother's 
family  were  prominent  physicians.  His  uncle,  Dr.  Samuel  Robinson  (men- 
tioned elsewhere),  was  one  of  the  earliest  mineralojzists  of  this  coiintiy.  Ilis 
sister.  Ruth  S.  Robinson  (several  years  his  senior  and  now  -SS  years  old), 
who  survives  him.  is  a  highly  accomi)lished  wouuin,  and  was  for  many  years 
Principal  of  Townsend  Female  Seminary  in  ^[assachusetts,  and  afterwards, 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Hcliellion,  Principal  of  the  Female  Seminary  at 
Norfolk,  ^'a."  She  still  occupies  the  homestead  estate  of  upwards  of  one 
hundred  acres,  in  the  extreme  southwestern  part  of  the  town.  The  old 
familv  mansion  was  liurned  down  in  l.sl'.i.  and  immediately  replaced  by  the 
present  house.  !Many  important  and  no  doubt  most  interesting  family  i>apers 
were,  it  is  said,  consumed  in  that  hre. 

"  In  his  l)Ovhood  Dr.  Robinson  enjoyed  the  ordinary  advantages  for  educa- 
tion then  open  to  him  and  early  gave  evidence  of  a  superior  mind.  From 
the  common  school  he  went  to  Day's  Academy  in  Wrenthara.  Mass.,  then  to 
the  academy  at  Pawtucket.  and  finally  to  the  Institution  at  New  Hampton, 
New  Hampshire,  where  he  was  prepared  foi-  college."  He  entered  Brown 
University  in  1834,  and  was  graduated  with  honor  in  1888.  Having  chosen 
the  ministry  as  his  profession,  he  entered  the  theological  seminar}'  of  his 
denomination  at  Newton,  this  State,  where  he  graduated  in  18t2.  During 
that  same  year  he  accepted  a  call  to  a  church  in  Norfolk.  \'a.,  and 
remained  there  until  184.')  ;  during  the  years  1813  and  1844  holding  also  the 
position  of  Chaplain  of  the  University  of  Virginia.  In  1.S45  he  returned  to 
Massachusetts  and  became  the  pastor  of  a  church  in  Cambridge.  He 
remained  there  but  a  year,  and  then  removed  to  Covington,  Ky.,  where 
he  held  the  position  of  Professor  of  Hebrew  in  the  theological  seminary  in 
that  place.  He  discharged  tht-  duties  of  this  position  "  with  lidelity  and 
zeal"  initil  his  resignation,  which  occurretl  in  \H{H.  From  l.sl'.l  until  IS.'il' 
he  was  pastor  of  the  Ninth  Street  r>aptist  Church  in  Ciiu-inuati,  Oliio.  ••  In 
this  pastorate  he  was  faitlifnl  and  .siicccssrui.  ami  left  bcliind  iiiin  an  aluding 
influence." 

In  18")2  he  became  Piofr^sor  of  I'hcology  in  Rochfsirr  I'licological  Semi- 
narv.  and  "dnrin-j:  tiic  lirst  year  of  his  professorship  in  Kocliestei-  he  deliv- 
ered in  the  First  I'.aptist  Chuich  a  seiii's  of  discourses  on  modern  skepticism, 
which  attractecl  large  congrtgatioiis."  In  IM'jM  the  lionoiary  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Divinilv  was  l»t'.stowc(i  iipoii  iiim  liy  his  alma  mater.  an<l  in  1.S72  that 
of  Doctor  of  Laws.  The  latin  lie  also  received  fiom  Harvard  I'liiversity 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  eelel)ration  of  its  two  luindi-eil  and  fiftieth  anniver- 
sarv  in  188().  He  retained  his  theological  professorsliip  for  eight  yi-ars.  and 
then,  in  1800,  wa»  elected  president  of  the  seminary,  'i'liis  was  a  position 
wliich  he  was  in  every  way  most  a<lniiralily  adapted  to  jijl.  l)ecause  of  his 
unusmil    talents  an<l   attainments,  and  ins  |irevions  experiences  in  othei'  insti- 
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tutious  of  learning.  He  filled  it  •'  with  distinguished  ability  and  success," 
and  his  term  of  office  as  head  of  the  seminary,  which  extended  over  a  period 
of  twelve  years,  was  one  of  marked  prosperity.  It  was  with  exceeding 
regret  that  his  resignation  of  the  presidency  was  accepted  by  those  in  charge 
of  the  official  interests  of  that  institution. 

"Upon  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Sears  in  1867  as  President  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity, Dr.  Robinson  was  earnestly  solicited  to  become  his  successor,"  but 
unsuccessfully.  In  1872,  because  of  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Caswell,  it 
again  became  necessary  to  elect  a  president  over  that  University,  and  the 
Corporation,  recognizing  Dr.  Robinson's  great  abilities,  not  only  in  his  pecul- 
iar department  of  learning,  but  in  other  and  wider  ranges,  fixed  upon  him  a 
second  time  as  their  choice.  This  time  their  solicitations  met  with  success, 
and  he  accepted  the  Presidency,  and  became  also  Professor  of  Moral  Phi- 
losophy and  Metaphysics.  There  was  not  in  the  entire  Baptist  denomination 
a  clergyman  better  fitted  for  such  a  high  office,  for  to  the  intellectual  and  moral 
attaiuments  essential  he  added  the  dignity  and  noble  physical  presence  so 
desirable  in  all  presidential  officers,  and  of  such  special  and  peculiar  impor- 
tance in  those  at  the  head  of  institutious  of  learning,  where  example 
must  join  hands  with  precept,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  highest  degree  of 
development  possible,  iu  not  only  the  minds  and  characters,  but  the  manners 
of  those  who  enter  our  great  schools  to  be  prepared  for  many  of  the  most 
elevated  stations  of  life. 

"  The  announcement  of  his  election  called  forth  from  various  quarters  the 
highest  encomiums  of  his  personal  character  and  of  his  rare  qualifications  for 
an  office  that  had  been  filled  successfully  by  Manning,  Maxcy,  Messer,  Way-^ 
land,  Sears,  and  Caswell.  Previous  to  the  election  to  the  Presidency  Dr.. 
Robinson  visited  Europe,  accompanied  by  his  family,  and  spent  a  year  travel-^ 
ing  and  pursuing  special  studies." 

•'He  was  most  cordially  welcomed  at  the  University,  and  the  commence- 
ment of  his  official  duties  was  marked  by  enthusiasm.  In  his  opening 
address  before  the  members  of  the  corporation,  faculty,  and  students,  he 
struck  the  keynote  of  his  coming  administration.  '  The  duties  of  this  office 
now  assumed  impose  grave  responsibilities,  but  they  are  duties  not  lightly 
assumed.  They  are  not  fully  unknown  or  untried.  They  are  entered  upon 
with  reliance  on  that  Providence  which  shapes  institutions  and  men  alike.  It 
is  not  forgotten  that  great,  and  good,  and  devout  men  have  stood  in  this  place. 
May  the  same  spirit  rule  in  this  institution  which  has  so  deeply  impressed 
itself  on  its  affairs  and  made  the  university  what  it  now  is.  "We  shall  ever 
bear  in  mind  that  the  aim  of  the  college  should  be  the  development  and 
improvement  of  the  whole  man,  including  his  physical,  intellectual,  and 
moral  nature.'  " 

The  I'ecords  of  the  college,  during  the  seventeen  years  while  he  remained 
its  head,  prove  the  choice  which  fell  upon  him  to  have  been  a  most  fortunate 
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one  for  its  interests.  While  president  "  lie  lectured  at  the  Andover  Theo- 
logical Seminary  for  a  time,  after  the  retirement  of  President  and  Professor 
E.  A.  Park.  d.i>.  (B.  U..  l*^-'*)),  and  there  again  made  his  impression  as  a 
teacher  of  theology.  He  lectured  on  'Preaching'  before  Yale  University. 
**  In  1«77  he  was  elected  President  of  the  American  Baptist  Missionary  Union. 
This  distinguished  honor  he  received  f(M-  three  successive  years,  when  he 
declined  a  further  election.  In  l.s.sO  he  was  made  an  honorary  member  of 
^e  Rhode  Island  Baptist  Social  Union,  being  the  first  and  only  one  ever 
elected  to  this  honor." 

Dr.  Robinson  resigned  his  presidency  in  18H1»,'  :uid  for  several  years 
preached  and  lectured  in  various  parts  of  the  count ly.  having  meanwhile 
temporary  residences  in  Boston,  Brooklyn,  and  Philadelphia.  lie  also 
Kletlivered  an  annual  course  of  lectures  in  the  Crozer  Theological  Seminary. 
At  its  opening  he  became  Professor  of  Ethics  and  Apologetics  at  the  Chicago 
University,  ''ranking  as  senior  professor"  and  lecturing  "during  two 
quarters  of  the  year."  He  had  completed  his  work  for  the  first  (]uarter  of 
the  present  year  about  Easter  time,  and  expected  to  return  to  his  duties  in 
the  autumn  should  his  health  allow.  His  health  began  to  fail  some  time 
since  and  for  some  months  his  disease  was  known  to  be  mortal,  but  the  end 
came  more  speedily  than  was  anticipatetl.  He  at  bist  failed  rapidl}'  and 
Avent  to  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for  treatment,  where  he  died  June  13,  1804, 
**  aged  79  years,  2  months  and  21  days."  His  funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  conducted  by  President  Taylor 
of  Vassar  College  and  President  Harper  of  the  University  of  Chicago  ;  and 
he  was  buried  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  in  that  city  in  the  family  lot  which 
•contains  the  graves  of  several  of  his  children.  February  21,  1844,  he  mar- 
ried Harriet  Richards  Parker,  "  daughter  of  Charles  and  Catherine  Packard 
Richards,  and  niece  and  adopted  daughter  of  Deacon  Calel)  Parker,  formerly 
■of  Roxbury,  Mass."  Their  two  dnughters  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Rol)inson 
survives  with  a  son.  Dr.  Oilman  I'.  Robinson  (Harvard,  l.s'.t;}),  of  Reading, 
this  State. 

••■  He  published  less  than  some  people  might  expect  from  his  great  learning, 
liis  originality  as  a  thinkei-,  and  his  unusual  power  of  expression.  He  appar- 
ently was  not  overfond  of  the  pen.  His  sermons  usually  were  unwritten. 
He  wrote  he.'ids  only,  as  a  ride,  for  his  lectuies.  Still,  he  eontril)nted  articles 
•on  theological  and  educational  subjects  f<jr  .some  of  the  leading  quarterly 
reviews,"  :onl  the  v:uioiis  disconrses,  :iddresses,  review  articles,  etc.,  which  he 
<lid  publisli  show  the  range  of  his  scholarly  abilities  and  actjiiirements.  For 
five  y«'ar« —  from  |H,');t  to  ISGI  — he  was  editor  of  the  ('/iristiaii  l\oiueu\  and 
in   the   latter  year  he  pnblislie<l   :i  cMrefnl  revision   of   Kylanfl's   translation   of 

•  Ills  «U(rce6Mir  In  Rev.  K.  U.  Aii'lreun,  i».l>.,  i-i..i>.,  furmerly  ii  profi-HHor  iit  Hrnwii  I'lilvfrslty,  Itiit 
At  the  Umcof  his  elurtton  n  profcMsor  nl  Conu-li  CnlverHlly.  Thi-n-  arc  at  the  prcsnit  lime  Hcveral 
^'oung  luei)  iiikJ  wiiiiieii  fruin  thU  ton'u  purHuInK  thuir  studies  at  nrowii. 
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Neander's  Planting  and  Training  of  the  Christian  Church.  lu  1866  lie 
published  bis  work  entitled  The  Relation  of  the  Church  to  the  Bible,  and  in 
1883  his  Lectures  on  Preaching,  which  were  delivered  in  New  Haven  the 
previous  year  to  the  theological  students  of  Yale  Universit}^  In  1887  he 
published  a  work  called  The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Morality.  He  had 
recently  "  prepared  for  publication  a  work  on  the  Evidences  of  Christianity, 
and  had  done  much  writing  of  an  autobiographical  nature  "  for  a  biography 
being  prepared  by  Professor  Elias  H.  Johnson  of  the  Crozer  Theological 
Institute. 

To  his  great  intellectual  gifts  and  his  varied  and  profound  acquirements  iu 
the  realms  of  learning  Dr.  Robinson  added  the  accomplishments  of  an  elo- 
quent and  finished  orator.  Tall  and  of  imposing  presence,  his  appearance 
alone  exerted  a  magnetic  influence  upon  his  audiences  and  this  was  intensi- 
fied by  his  speech.  He  generally  spoke  directly  to  his  hearers  with  no  written 
words  between  himself  and  them,  and  his  thoughts,  couched  as  they  always 
were  in  choice  yet  simple  language,  commanded  earnest  attention ;  and 
presented  through  the  medium  of  a  clear,  musical,  and  highly  cultivated 
voice,  with  a  beauty  and  a  grace  peculiarly  his  own,  they  fixed  themselves 
upon  the  minds  and  memories  of  all  the  listeners  within  its  extensive  ranoe. 
He  charmed  and  interested  every  one,  whether  young  or  old,  ignorant  or 
learned.  Once  heard  as  a  public  speaker  he  could  not  easily  be  forgotten, 
and  the  pleasure  and  profit  of  his  discourses  will  long  be  remembered  and 
gratefully  recalled  by  those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  have  listened 
to  them. 

In  the  necrology  of  Brown  University  for  1893-94  were  found  several  of 
the  above-given  quotations  relating  to  Dr.  Robinson.  We  copy  the  following 
interesting  paragraph  in  full:  "During  his  administration  the  University 
made  substantial  progress.  New  professorships  were  created,  the  means  of 
instruction  were  enlarged,  the  elective  courses  of  study  were  increased,  the 
number  of  students  grew,  the  University  funds  were  augmented.  New 
buildings  were  erected,  namely,  the  John  Carter  Brown  Library  building. 
Slater  Hall  and  Sayles  Memorial  Hall.  An  addition  was  made  to  Rhode 
Island  Hall.  Wilson  Hall  was  begun.  The  Ladd  Observatory  was  promised. 
The  Jenks  Museum  was  fully  established  (though  more  recently  named  from 
its  director  and  benefactor,  Dr.  Robinson's  classmate.  Prof.  J.  W.  P.  Jenks), 
and  the  Museum  of  Classical  Archaeology  was  founded.  Old  University  Hall 
was  thoroughly  renovated,  in  fact,  built  anew  inside  the  old  walls.  Besides 
his  regular  services  in  the  University  and  his  baccalaureate  sermons,  which 
•  were  pronounced  before  immense  congregations,  he  delivered  a  series  of 
lectures  in  Manning  Hall  on  the  history  of  intellectual  philosophy  and  meta- 
physical science.  He  preached  in  the  various  pulpits  of  Providence  and 
vicinity  with  singular  acceptance,  and  on  great  and  special  occasions  his 
services  were  solicited  both  far  and  near.     He  was  easily  one  of  the  most 
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impressive  personages  in  Providence  while  he  resided  there.  His  tall  form, 
his  strong,  positive  intelleetnal  face,  under  its  crown  of  snowy  hair,  at  once 
declared  him  to  be  a  person  of  distinction.  When  he  spoke  he  had  unusual 
powers  of  language.  His  great  scholarship  revealed  itself,  and  his  own 
strong  and  original  thought  stimulated  others  to  think.  His  speech  was 
incisive,  his  criticism  keen  and  unsparing.  Yet,  when  he  spoke  from  the 
depths  of  his  own  convictions,  when  his  tenderer  feelings  were  stirred,  when 
he  pleaded  the  cause  of  divine  love,  no  one  could  excel  him  in  truly  pathetic 
eloquence.  He  was  a  great  pulpit  orator.  As  a  teacher,  he  taught  his  pupils 
to  think,  to  go  deeply  down  into  the  heart  of  things,  to  despise  shams,  to 
aspire  for  perfection.  Although  the  student  in  his  class  may  often  have  felt 
the  keenness  of  his  criticism,  yet  no  otiicer  more  frequently  was  really  patient 
with  students  when  general  discipline  was  concerned,  or  more  ready  to  con- 
done offences.  He  had  a  kind  heart  under  the  exterior  that  often  may  have 
seemed  unsympathetic  or  reserved.  The  irritations  of  the  annoying  daily 
cares  of  a  college  President  often  fretted  him  and  gave  him  a  more  imperious 
and  forbidding  exterior  than  really  corresponded  to  the  nature  within.  Pos- 
sibly it  may  be  found,  when  his  life  work  is  fully  reviewed,  that  the  happiest 
and  most  fortunate  peiiod  of  his  life  was  that  spent  in  Rochester.  The 
influence  whicii  he  litis  iiad  on  the  Baptist  pulpit,  on  the  theologians  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  on  the  thought  of  the  whole  of  that  religious  body  in  this 
country  is  simply  incalculable.  The  college  and  seminary  Presidents  and 
professors,  the  pastors  whom  he  trained  as  a  teacher  of  theology,  are  potent 
disseminators  of  this  influence  to-day." 

We  may  justly  lie  proud  of  the  fact  that  Dr.  Kobinson  was  a  native  of 
Attleborough ;  proud  that  once  again  one  of  her  sons  held  worthily  the 
prominent,  influential,  and  responsible  position  of  President  of  one  of  the 
most  venerable  and  well-known  among  our  New  England  collegiate  institu- 
tions of  learning.  We  should  be  deeply  grateful  that  our  town  has  had  the 
honor  of  giving  birth  to  a  man  of  such  true  greatness  ami  nobility  of  char- 
acter, a  man  from  whose  life,  living  or  dead,  has  emanated  and  will  continue 
to  emanate  for  generatif)nH  to  c<»me  potent  and  far-reaching  iiilliiences  for  the 
highest  good  of  mankind. 
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CHAPTER   XVI. 

BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES,    CONTINUED. 

ISAAC  ALGER,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  of  the  seventh  generation, 
including  the  first  settler  of  the  name  in  this  countr}'.  Thomas  Alger, 
the  direct  ancestor,  came  here  as  early  as  1665,  being  at  that  time  in  Taun- 
ton. Later  he  removed  to  Bridgewater,  where  it  is  supposed  he  died.  Israel, 
his  son,  became  a  farmer  in  that  town,  and  "  a  man  of  influence  and  wealth 
for  those  days."  His  wife  was  Patience  Hayward,  of  a  prominent  family  in 
Bridgewater.  They  had  five  sons.  Joseph,  the  second  son,  was  also  a 
farmer  in  that  place.  He  married  Mary  Ames,  and  they  had  eight  children. 
The  youngest  of  these,  Edmund,  became  a  farmer  in  West  Bridgewater,  and 
lived  to  quite  an  advanced  age.  He  had  five  children.  Isaac,  the  second 
son  and  child,  was  born  in  Bridgewater  in  1764.  He  married  Susanna  John- 
sou  in  1788,  and  settled  in  Attleborough  between  1800  and  1810,  on  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  his  grandson  of  the  same  name.  He  died  in  1842,  leaving 
four  children.  Willard  J.,  the  third  child  and  only  son,  became  the  occupant 
of  the  farm.  Api'il  12,  1828,  he  married  Lois  Brown,  of  Foxborough.  and 
he  died  September  26,  1855.  Mrs.  Alger  is  still  living  with  her  son.  They 
had  five  sons,  of  whom  Isaac  was  the  eldest.  He  received  only  a  short  com- 
mon school  education,  as  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
school,  and  at  eighteen  he  took  charge  of  the  farm.  January  7,  1857,  he 
married  Susan  Matthewson.  They  have  three  children,  Susan  W.,^  Isaac, 
and  John  "W.,  all  residing  in  to\vn. 

A  portion  of  the  land  comprised  in  the  present  Alger  farm  has  been  in  the 
family  thi'ee  quarters  of  a  century.  The  original  farm  was  purchased  of 
Noah  Tiffany  by  the  first  of  the  name  in  town.  Its  hundred  acres  were  then 
chiefly  woodland.  The  first  Isaac  Alger  only  attempted  to  get  a  living  in 
a  moderate  way  from  this  laud,  and  he  willed  it  to  his  grandson,  giving  his 
son  nothing  of  it  but  a  life  interest.  He,  Willard  J.,  allowed  it  to  run  down 
in  every  way,  so  when  the  present  occupant  came  into  possession  he  found 
himself  the  owner  of  a  hundred  acres  of  "positively  bare  land,"  which  was 
withal  heavily  mortgaged.  With  this  legacy,  in  reality  some  hundreds  of 
dollars  ''  worse  than  nothing,"  Mr.  Alger  began  life  for  himself.  He  seemed 
to  inherit  the  farming  abilities  of  his  earlier  ancestors,  and  by  energy,  indus- 
try, and  perseverance  he  has  made  his  farm  one  of  the  best  in  town  and. 


1  She  married  Mr.  Eugeae  Pearce,  formerly  a  i-esident  here  for  some  years.  ^They  uow  live  in 
Chicago,  111.  , 
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himself  a  well-to-do  man  tinaiiciallY-  lit'  li:is  now  .some  tiiree  iiiiiiili'ed  acres 
of  land,  a  small  portion  of  which  yields  lifty  tons  of  hay  annually.  There 
are  thirty  or  forty  acres  of  pasture,  about  forty  in  cultivation,  about  ten  of 
cultivated  cranberry  land,  about  the  same  amount  of  natural  cranberry 
meadbw.  but  a  lai'iie  proportion  of  the  whole  is  woodland.  The  buildings 
are  a  roomy  dwellinii-house,  a  larsie  barn,  a  cranberry  house,  and  live  or 
more  houses  for  rental.  31  r.  Alger's  sons  have  their  share  of  the  work  of 
the  farm  to  attend  to,  and  men  besides  are  employed,  with,  in  the  l)usy  sea- 
sons the  necessary  "extra  help."  Horses  and  oxen  lioth  are  used,  .-ind  a 
number  of  cows  are  kept  upon  the  })lace.  The  dairy  is  under  ]Mrs.  Alger's 
supervision,  who  supplies  several  families  with  butter,  and  whatever  milk 
there  may  be  finds  a  ready  market  because  of  its  excellent  quality. 

Mr.  Alger's  special  crop  and  largest  source  of  income,  is  cranberries.  He 
turned  his  attention  to  this  crop  many  years  ago,  believing  it  could  be  made 
to  pay  well.  He  began  in  a  small  way  at  first,  as  his  means  were  limited, 
aud  made  only  a  small  piece  of  land.  (The  process  of  "  making  "  is  a  simple 
one.  It  consists  only  in  removing  the  turf  and  filling  in  five  or  six  inches 
of  gravel,  into  which  plants  are  set.  Some  3'ears  of  waiting  for  profits  may 
follow,  because  the  crop  is  a  precarious  one,  but  when  a  good  one  is  reaped 
the  reward  is  abundant.  When  land  is  once  well  made  it  retjuires  but  little 
labor  or  attention  to  keep  it  in  good  condition,  an  occasional  coating  of  sand, 
and  to  be  kept  clear  of  grass  and  weeds  being  all  that  is  necessary.)  He 
has  made  ten  acres  of  this  land,  and  the  first  made  was  as  good  at  the  end 
of  the  twentieth  as  at  the  end  of  the  first  yeai-.  He  raises  several  varieties 
of  this  fruit,  the  *•  Hell,"  the  ''Bugle."  and  the  '•  Cherry"  being  among 
them,  the  latter  the  most  salable.  lie  originated  a  variety  which  he  named 
the  "Black  Pond  Seedling,"  and  which  lie  deems  superior  to  the  others. 

These  berries  are  all  pickeil  l)y  hand  and  taken  to  the  dry-iionsi'.  where 
they  remain  until  they  have  a  uniform  color,  Iteing  then  ready  for  the  markt't. 
Great  care  is  taken  in  grading  them  when  they  are  being  prepared  for  ship- 
ment, as  they  are  marked  and  sold  by  grade.  During  many  years  Mr.  Alger 
has  empU)yed  as  many  as  a  hundred  picki'rs,  and  his  crop  has  for  some  years 
averaged  two  thousand  bushels.  Tickers  are  paid  fifty  cents  a  bushel,  and 
earn  from  one  to  three  dollars  a  day,  "  according  to  their  activity."  One  of 
them  at  one  time  "  picked  five  pecks  of  clear  berries  in  lifty-seven  minutes 
by  the  watch."  The  largest  market  lias  been  Chicago,  but  shipments  have 
iilsf)  Iteen  made  to  New  York  and  I'iiiladelpiiia.  These  shipnn-nts  are  made 
for  cash  on  the  cars  here  in  town,  and  tlic  laiscr  has  nothing  fin'ther  to  do 
with  the  berries. 

Mr.  Alger  from  barren  waste<l  land  has  brought  out  a  fine  ami  fertile 
farm.  He  has  thoroughly  tested  his  occupation  here  in  New  I'jigland,  where 
it  has  been  said  the  land  raises  notliing  but  stones,  and  hi'  emphatically 
declares,  and   has  as  decidedly  proved,   that    it    pays,  ami   li.as  "  just    as  good 
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a  profit  as  any  other  business  with  the  same  amount  of  capital  and  labor 
expended."  He  says  also :  ''  There  is  not  a  crop  you  can  put  into  the  ground 
but  will  pay  a  handsome  profit,  rightly  managed,  especially  in  Attleborough. 
Attleborough  is  the  best  market  in  the  United  States."  Many  may  deny  this 
statement  as  a  whole,  but  most  concede  that  it  may  be  true  of  small  farming,, 
for  the  town  market  for  early  and  late  fruits  and  vegetables  is  yearly  increas- 
ing, and  there  are  large  cities  at  hand  on  both  sides  to  which  access  is  com- 
plete. Mr.  Alger  has  clearly  demonstrated  the  fact  that  in  "sterile  New 
England  "  a  farmer  can  not  only  make  an  excellent  living,  but  even  amass 
a  competence  from  the  products  of  the  soil. 

BARDEX. 

The  first  of  this  name  in  town  was  one  Thomas  Barden,  who  in  17.57  was 
living  on  the  place  now  occupied  by  Charles  E.  Carpenter.  His  second 
son,  named  Thomas,  was  born  in  town  February  24,  1765.  He  had  a  sou, 
also  named  Thomas,  who  was  born  May  .^,  1788.  This  Thomas  settled  in 
Wrentham.  He  married  Rachel  Smith  and  had  seven  children,  three  of  whom 
are  still  living.  Of  these  .John  Smith  Barden  was  born  in  Cumberland,  R.  I., 
in  1813,  and  became  a  machinist  by  trade.  He  assisted  in  building  the  first 
eight-wheel  car  that  ran  over  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad.  Since 
18.34  he  has  lived  more  or  less  in  North  Attleborough.  Joseph  Grant  Barden 
was  born  in  Wrentham  in  1825  and  came  to  North  Attleborough  in  1857, 
where  he  has  since  resided.     He  has  five  children,  four  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Thomas  Alexander  Barden  was  born  in  Wrentham,  May  30,  1819.  He 
was  educated  at  Perkins  Academy,  North  Attleborough,  and  the  Bridgewater 
Normal  School.  He  taught  school  during  the  winter  of  1842-43,  and  in  the 
sjDring  of  the  latter  year  commenced  his  business  life  as  a  manufacturer  of 
both  domestic  and  foreign  straw  goods  in  Wrentham  and  Franklin,  continu- 
ing for  five  years.  In  the  spring  of  1848  he  removed  to  North  Attleborough 
and  became  manager  of  the  variety  store  of  Ira  Richards  &  Co.  Two  years 
later,  in  1850,  he  erected  a  store  near  the  "  old  Hatch  Tavern  "  and  carried 
on  there  a  successful  business  in  dry  goods,  boots,  shoes,  and  clothing  until 
1872.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  associated  as  a  silent  partner  with  his 
two  sons,  Francis  I.  and  Walter  E.  Barden,  in  the  same  trade,  at  the  same 
place,  under  the  firm  names  of  T.  A.  Barden  &  Co.  and  Barden  Brothers 
respectively. 

Mr.  Barden  has  frequently  been  chosen  to  fill  places  of  public  trust  in 
town  —  has  held  the  office  of  selectman,  assessor,  and  overseer  of  the  poor; 
has  been  a  member  of  the  school  committee  and  in  other  minor  offices.  In 
"1851  he  was  appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  has  retained  the  office  ever 
since.  He  is  a  life  member  of  the  Bristol  County  Agricultural  Society,  was 
a  trustee  of  the  Attleborough  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Association,  and  is 
a  director  in  the  same  societv  under  a  new  name    and   organization  —  the 
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Attlel)oroiigh  Aiiiicultiiml  Association.  He  was  educated  a  IkMuocrat,  but 
while  still  young  he  "  became  inspired  with  a  love  for  Liberty  and  P^quality," 
and  entered  actively  into  the  -'  Liberty  and  Free  Soil  Movement,"  later 
ioinina  the  Hepiil>licau  party.  In  1831  the  first  temperance  association  was 
formed  in  North  Attleborough.  Mr.  Barden,  then  a  schoolboy,  joined  that 
organization  and  has  ever  since  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  temperance 
movement  and  its  work.  In  1840  he  united  with  the  Baptist  Church.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  treasurer,  is  now  the  clerk  of  the  society  of  that 
denomination  in  North  Attleborough.  and  during  the  many  years  of  his 
residence  in  that  village  has  been  a  prominent  member  of  his  churcii  and 
society. 

October  12,  184.1,  he  married  Susan  Kmily,'  daugliter  of  Abijah  and  liliodn 
White,  of  Wrentham.  Tiiey  have  had  seven  children,  of  whom  four  are 
living,  namely,  Francis  Irwin,  Ella  Irene,-  Walter  Elliott,  and  Emily  Louise. 
In  1872,  when  he  retired  from  active  business,  he  returned  to  the  occupation 
of  his  boyhood  —  farming.  He  lias  turned  his  attention  especially  to  the 
cultivation  of  fruit,  and  in  this  he  has  met  with  signal  success  and  has 
received  manv  premiums  from  agricultural  associations  for  his  line  exhil)its 
in  that  line.  ^Nlr.  Barden  has  identified  himself  thoroughly  with  the  interests 
of  this  his  adopted  town,  and  he  holds  a  high  place  among  her  useful  citizens. 

Henry  F.  Barroavs  was  born  in  South  Attleborough.  July  22,  1828,  the 
«on  of  Alfred  and  Louisa  Barrows,  liotli  of  this  town.  His  education  was 
that  provided  by  the  common  schools  of  the  town  and  the  North  Attleborough 
IIi*j-h  School.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he  went  to  that  village  and  since  that 
time,  1840,  he  has  resided  in  lliat  i)art  of  the  town.  Like  most  of  our 
business  men  he  learned  the  trade  of  jewelry-making  and  was  for  a  time  in 
the  establishment  of  Ira  Hicliards  c't  Co.  — an  estal)lisliment  which  might  well 
be  termed  the  sclunA  of  its  day  for  that  oi-cupatiou. 

In  18.0:5  Mr.  Barr<nvs  commenced  business  for  himself  at  Attleborough 
Falls  as  a  mamifacturer  of  jewelry.  In  18.'»."»  he  associated  with  himself  Mr. 
James  II.  Sturdy,  the  lirui  name  being  Barrows  cV  Stindy.  and  the  following 
vear  thev  removed  to  North  Attleborough.  In  \x'n  this  partnership  was 
dissolved  and  a  new  firm  established,  the  new  name  being  H.  F.  Barrows 
&  Co.  Mr.  IJarrows  was  thus  the  founder  of  one  of  tin-  most  prominent 
jewelry  firms  in  town.  H*-  has  proved  himself  to  l)i'  a  man  of  enterprise. 
•n,od  jutlgment,  and  special  business  sagacity.  He  began  business  upon  the 
principle  of  meeting  his  obligations  in  full  and  with  promptness.  He  has 
continued  to  conduct  his  alTairs  Ijy  that  rule  and  has  reaped  the  reward  such 
a  course  merits  and  generally  ol)tains.  an  atiundant  measure  of  honorable 
;uid  financial  success,  for  his  rejiutatioii  is  uufpiestionable  ;inii  lie  stands  at 
the  he:id  of  the  list  of   rich  men  in  town. 

'  Mrs.  I'.anlcii  liii-  -inc.-  <\U-<\.        ■  Mih.  »..  Kiit<oiic  Klslicr. 
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He  is  connected  with  various  organizations  here  and  elsewhere  —  organiza- 
tions which  involve  both  large  moneyed  and  other  important  interests.  His 
long  continuance  in  these  positions  proves  his  capacity  for  the  direction  of 
affairs,  and  that  reliance  can  be  and  is  placed  upon  his  opinions  and  judg- 
ment, both  by  the  people  of  his  own  town  and  of  other  places.  He  is  and 
has  been  from  the  beginning  the  president  of  the  Attleborough  Branch  Rail- 
road. Of  this  enterprise  which  has  been  so  fruitful  of  benefits  to  the  town 
he  was  the  chief  promoter  and  principal  stockholder.  Upon  the  organization 
of  the  North  Attleborough  National  Bank  he  was  elected  its  president  and 
still  retains  the  office.  He  has  been  a  director  in  the  North  Attleborough 
Gaslight  Company  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  a  director  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Pawtucket  since  its  organization  in  1864,  and  is  also  a 
director  in  the  Providence  Telephone  Company.  He  has  l)een  for  a  number 
of  years  a  trustee  of  the  First  Universalist  Society.  He  was  one  of  the 
leaders  and  promoters  of  the  project  for  building  a  new  church  for  this 
society,  and  a  very  liberal  supporter  of  the  movement  which  resulted  in  the 
present  complete  and  beautiful  edifice. 

October  12,  1854,  Mr.  Barrows  married  Henrietta  T.  Richards,  eldest 
daughter  of  Ira  and  Fanny  Draper  Richards,  of  North  Attleborough.  They 
have  five  children  :  Ira,  who  resides  in  New  York;  Henry  F.,  Jr.,  Fanny, 
Louise,  and  Harriet,  all  residents  of  North  Attleborough. 

EzEKiEL  Bates  was  born  at  Hanover,  Mass.,  November  5,  1795.  He  was 
the  youngest  of  fifteen  children,  two  of  whom  were  still  living,  very 
advanced  in  years,  at  the  time  of  his  death.  When  fifteen  years  old  he 
was  apprenticed  to  "Uncle  Jacob"  Capron,  of  this  town,  the  father  of 
Sheriff  Elijah  Capron,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  house  carpenter.  He  served 
him  until  he  was  twenty-one  and  then  started  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world  in  Boston.  A  few  years  later,  while  still  working  at  his  trade  there, 
Frederick  Tudor  sent  him  out  to  the  West  Indies  with  the  first  cargo  of  ice 
that  was  ever  shipped  from  New  England.  This  was  both  his  first  and  last 
voyage.  He  returned  from  it  in  1822,  and  during  that  year  was  married  to 
Lois,  the  only  daughter  of  Jesse  Daggett,  of  this  town.  The  ceremony  was 
performed  by  Hon.  Ebenezer  Daggett.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates  had  three 
children,  who  lived  to  maturity  :  Marj'  Ann,  who  married  Lowell  Wilmarth, 
of  this  town,  and  Jesse  D.  and  John  T.  Bates,  both  residing  here. 

From  the  time  of  his  marriage  until  1849  Mr.  Bates  resided  in  Boston, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  business  of  a  contractor  and  builder.  In  that 
year  he  removed  to  this  town,  to  the  residence  now  occupied  by  his  son 
John.i     For  fourteen  years  he  was  a  partner  of  Albert  H.  Kelsey,  of  Boston, 


'  This  is  on  the  farm  inherited  by  Mrs.  Bates  fi-om  her  father  and  stands  a  few  rods  south  of  the 
old  house,  on  the  west  side  of  the  "New  Boston  road,"  the  site  of  which  is  still  marked  by  a  large 
elm  tree  and  a  well. 
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aud  dining  that  time  '*  he  had  the  lionor  uf  hnildinii"  the  lirst  railroad 
passenger  depot  ever  erected  in  the  United  States,  —  for  the  Boston  and 
"Worcester  Raih'oad."  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Mechanics 
Mutnal  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  this  State,  well  known  as  a  strong, 
reliable  company,  aud  he  was  actively  interested  as  a  member  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Charitable  Fire  Society.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  revival  of 
the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanics  Association  —  was  one  of  the 
earliest  to  make  a  move  in  that  direction  —  and  for  thirtv  years  he  had  a 
general  supervision  of  the  arrangements  for  the  famous  triennial  fairs  of  this 
society.  A  political  organization  called  "The  Republican  Association" 
was  formed  in  1812  and  Mr.  Bates  was  one  of  its  original  members.  During 
his  entire  life  he  never  once  missed  attending  the  annual  meetings  of  this 
society,  which  occurred  on  the  fourth  of  March.  The  association  was  formed 
during  his  apprenticeship  here,  when  he  was  but  a  lad  in  years,  —  only  seven- 
teen, —  and  it  shows  that  at  a  very  early  age  he  began  to  think  upon  the 
public  aud  political  questions  of  the  day,  and  having  thought,  he  formed 
opinions  and  adopted  principles  and  was  ready  to  act  upon  them  decidedly 
and  promptly.  The  spirit  of  the  "boys  of  '76"  lived  on  in  the  boys  of 
1812,  and  .Mr.  Bates,  one  of  those  "boys,"  served  in  the  war  of  that  date, 
in  Captain  Klilui  Daggett's  company  from  this  town. 

He  took  great  interest  in  the  3Iasonic  order  and  was  for  many  years  a 
prominent  member  of  it.  He  became  a  Mason  in  Boston,  where  on  June 
9,  182.5,  he  joined  St.  Andrew's  Lodge.  In  1834  and  1835  he  was  master  of 
that  lodge  ;  was  for  a  long  period  one  of  its  trustees,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
deatli.  with  one  e.^ception,  was  its  oldest  member.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  St.  Andrew's  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  having  advanced  to  the  degree  of  that 
name.  His  name  was  given  to  the  lodge  formed  in  F^ast  Attleborough  "  in 
token  of  esteem  for  his  qualities  as  a  ^lason." 

One  says  of  him  that  when  he  started  in  the  battle  of  life  ho  was  '■  strong 
and  robust,  of  good  morals,  a  benevolent  disposition,  buoyant  spirits,  and 
a  refined  sense  of  honor  and  justice,"  adding  that  these  were  "  characteristics 
which  have  been  the  distinguishing  traits  of  his  life."  During  a  long  t«'rm 
of  years  he  was  often  placed  in  olllces  of  trust,  both  in  Boston  and  in  this 
town,  "  and  his  whole  life  was  one  of  general  usefulness  aud  pliilan- 
throjjy."  Even  advancing  years  did  not  exempt  liim  fiom  public  duties 
and  he  was  as  zealous  at  the  end  of  his  life  :is  at  its  beginning  in  wli:itever 
service  was  required  of  him.  In  1><()2,  when  he  was  nearly  Ihreeseore  and 
ten  years  old,  he  represented  the  town  in  the  I^egislatin-e.  His  election  to 
that  position  during  the  stormy  troiilijous  times  of  (he  luliellion  shows 
that  his  character  and  cMpacities  were;  r(!cogni/.ed  and  relied  on.  :ind  tliat  even 
in  old  age  his  mental  aixl  physical  vigor  were  not  aliate<l. 

His  last  illness  extended  over  si  period  of  more  tli:ni  thice  montlis,  Mud  he 
<lied  of  paralysis,  March  17.  I«71.     The  fimerid  was  Mttended  ;it    the   Second 
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Congregational  Church,  under  the  charge  of  Bristol  and  Ezekiel  Bates  lodges, 
and  with  the  solemn  and  impressive  burial  service  of  the  order,  in  the 
presence  of  hundreds  of  people.  At  the  close  of  the  services  liis  remains 
were  formally  committed  to  the  care  of  his  mother  lodge,  St.  Andrew's,  and 
iDV  them  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Mount  Auburn. 

Mr.  Bates  had  no  early  advantages,  but  he  rose  above  circumstances  and 
surroundings,  and  by  the  force  and  trueness  of  his  character  made  for  himself 
an  excellent  position  in  life,  gaining  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
men.  He  was  kind  and  amiable,  but  strong  and  manly  withal,  an  indulgent 
husband  and  father,  a  friendly  neighbor,  a  public-spirited  and  loyal  citizen, 
''  hopeful  in  purpose, zealous  in  progress;  always  full  of  earnest  anticipation 
for  the  future  good  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived."  He  was  skilful  as 
a  workman,  thoroughly  industrious  in  whatever  pursuit  occupied  him,  of 
unquestionable  integrity,  honest  in  all  things,  and  unflinchingly  devoted 
to  the  right.  He  possessed  what  is  rare  —  an  evenly-balanced  character,  a 
sound  mind,  good  judgment,  and  a  varied  knowledge  of  men  and  things. 
This  he  gained  by  observation  and  experience,  the  best  educators.  Born 
with  talents  which  he  recognized  he  made  the  right  and  best  use  of  them, 
and  his  high  position  in  the  town  and  his  wide  influence  w^ere  due  solely  to 
himself.  His  was  a  long  and  well-spent  life  and  it  ended  with  much  that  was 
good  and  useful  accomplished  for  his  fellow-men.  [The  only  survivors  of  his 
immediate  family  are  the  two  sons.] 

Joseph  M.  Bates  was  born  in  North  Kingston,  R.  I.,  August  2,  1833, 
and  there  he  spent  his  childhood  and  early  youth.  On  leaving  home  he  went 
first  to  Providence,  and  from  there,  in  18.57,  he  came  to  this  town.  On 
September  10  of  that  year  he  made  his  first  essay  in  the  manufacture  of 
jewelry  at  "Willard  Blackinton's  shuttle-shop.  The  business  was  at  first  a 
very  limited  one,  as  he  had  but  two  men  engaged  in  the  work  besides  himself  ; 
but  from  this  small  beginning  the  ends  already  attained  have  been  very 
great.  Thirty  years  ago  he  had  only  that  small  hired  room  ;  now-  he  is  the 
owner  of  seven  shops  and  rents  space  to  twenty-four  tenants  who  are 
engaged  in  the  jewelry  trade,  while  he  occupies  besides  a  large  amount  of 
room  for  his  own  personal  business.  Thirty  years  ago  he  had  almost  no 
capital  and  himself  assisted  with  the  '•  work  at  the  bench  "  ;  now  he  is  the 
possessor  of  large  wealth.  The  road  to  fortune  was  not  soon  an  easy  or 
brilliant  one  ;  he  made  no  "  lucky  strokes  "  to  "hit"  the  popular  eye  and 
"  gain  "  the  popular  taste;  he  commenced  in  that  well-remembered  year  of 
great  and  general  depression  all  over  the  country  and  had  many  discourage- 
ments and  had  to  climb  the  ladder  slowly  round  by  round  ;  but  finally  success 
became  signally  assured. 

On  June  2G,  1853,  he  married  L()uise  Gardner,  of  Warwick,  R.  I.  They 
have  three  children:  Charles  R.,  who  married  Annie  Tinkham,  of  Norton; 
Mary  L.  and  Frank  M.,  all  residing  in  town.     For  fully  ten  years,  since  the 
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death  of  its  first  president,  Willaid  l^lackintou,  Mr.  Bates  has  been  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  lie  holds  other  offices  in  town.  He  is  a 
member  of  Ezekiel  Bates  Lodge  of  F.   and  A.   M. 

Unlike  many  everywhere,  it  can  be  said  of  Mr.  Bates  that  having  made 
bis  money  in  a  certain  place  he  is  willing  to  spend  it  freely  there,  and  not 
alone  for  the  pleasure  and  benefit  of  himself  and  family  but  for  the  pleasure 
and  benefit  of  the  entire  communit}'  as  well.  lie  seems  quite  content  with 
the  life  his  adopted  town  affords,  more  so,  perhaps,  than  many  born  and 
bred  in  it,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  for  more  than  five  years  recently 
he  did  not  pass  a  single  night  outside  of  it.  He  has  done  much  for  his 
village,  proving  himself  a  public-spu'ited  man.  This  is  shown  notably  in  the 
last  bnilding  he  has  erected  —  Bates  Opera  House. 

It  is  built  of  brick,  has  a  frontage  of  a  hundred  and  sixty  feet,  is  about  a 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  deep,  and  is  three  stories  high.  It  covers  fifteen  thou- 
sand square  feet,  and  a  million  bricks  were  used  in  its  construction.  Though 
the  front  of  the  Iniilding  is  irregular,  as  it  stands  where  Park  and  North 
Main  streets  intersect,  it  presents  a  very  fine  appearance.  The  first  floor  is 
occupied  by  various  stores,  and  the  postotRce,  which  has  recently  taken 
possession  of  the  rooms  handsomely  fitted  up  for  its  use  by  the  owner.  The 
second  story  contains  oflfices,  of  which  tiiere  are  eleven  in  the  building,  and 
two  suites  of  bachelor  apartments,  which  are  very  prettily  decorated  and  fur- 
nished, and  quite  complete  in  their  appointments. i  The  third  story  con- 
tains several  halls,  which  are  occupied  by  three  of  the  secret  societies 
of  the  village.  The  interior  of  the  building  in  evei'y  way  quite  fulfills 
the  promise  of  the  exterior.  There  are  several  entrances,  and  the  halls 
and  corridors  are  sulliciently  spacious.  The  same  hardwood  finish,  a  mod- 
erately dark  cherry,  extends  through  every  story,  and  all  the  decorations 
are  of  colors  pleasing  to  the  eye  and  producing  an  iiai'inonious  effect. 
This  is  especially'  true  of  the  largest  lodge  hall,  whose  walls  and  ceiling  are 
richly  ornamented  in  patterns  tiiat  suit  well  its  line  pioportioirs  and  make  it 
as  a  whole  an  elegant  and  imposing  apartment. 

The  theatre  lol)by  is  spacious  and  cheerful,  and  has  a  wi-ll-fui  nisiied  ladies' 
room,  and  a  comfortal)le  smoking-room  for  gcntlenu-n.  'I'he  theatre  proper 
occupies  the  rear  of  the  structure,  and  of  couisi'  ihc  full  height.  The 
audience-room  consists  of  orchestra  and  par(|uct  chairs  and  one  tier  of  gal- 
leries, and  has  seating  capacity  for  eleven  hundred  peo])le,  Ver}'  nnich  can 
justiv  l)c  said  in  praise  of  this  room.  Its  jiroportinns  are  excellent,  the 
colors  used  in  its  decoiations  are  sulliciently  varied,  but  not  too  pronouni-ed, 
and  the  style  of  finish  ad«>|>te<l   is  very  g<iod,  particularly  that  of  the  boxes. 

'Mr.  HhIu-  till-  rt'cciiily  coiivcrtfil  oiii'  i(f  lilt"  Klon-i  lilt"  ii  ii'?>laiir.'iiil,  .'iihI  ii  iiiiiiiIht  (if  I  lie  finallcr 
rooiiiH  Into  Hlfcpliijc  rooniH,  tlii-n-liy  iirrHiiKloK  liolcl  arriiiiiiniiil.'itliiiis  for  a  HiiiaM  iiiiinlicr  (if  iicople. 
Botli  IkiU-I  aiKl  cafe  iip|ivar  tu  lie  po|iular,  uirJ  tliulr  cuiivenluiua-  l.i  iinquuHtloiiud,  llic  need  for  llio 
latter  linvlnif  been  for  a  long  time  apparent. 
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The  chairs  are  thoroughly  comfortable,  roomy,  slightly  movable,  and  hand- 
somely upholstered.  They  are  "something  new"  in  their  line,  and  at  the 
time  they  were  placed  had  been  introduced  into  only  three  or  four  theatres  in 
the  country.  (Mr.  Bates  acknowledges  having  expended  $7,000  on  them 
alone,  but  all  other  figures  as  to  the  outlay  on  the  building  must  be  left  to 
conjecture,  as  he  declines  to  state  them.  They  are  no  doubt  large,  because 
everything  has  been  thoroughh'  done.)  The  large  central  chandelier,  of  a 
fine  quality  of  crystal,  is  very  beautiful  in  itself,  and  when  fully  lighted  pre- 
sents a  most  brilliant  appearance.  There  is  nothing  here  that  is  gaudy, 
nothing  to  offend  a  critical  eye  or  taste  —  nothing  unsuited  to  totally  untheat- 
rical  entertainments  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  entire  effect  is  one  of  cheerful- 
ness and  a  quiet  elegance.  The  stage  is  unusually  capacious  and  the  scenery 
is  handsome  and  complete  in  variety,  and  all  the  modern  improvements  and 
appliances  for  producing  plays  smoothly  are  supplied.  The  dressing-rooms 
are  numerous,  and,  according  to  the  verdict  of  many  actors,  more  commodi- 
ous and  better  furnished  than  in  many  larger  theatres ;  certainly  they  meet 
the  wants  of  a  large  company.  In  a  word,  the  whole  opera  house  compares 
favorably  with  the  largest  in  many  of  our  great  cities,  and  the  writer  has 
never  seen  one  of  its  size  that  is  at  all  its  equal  in  point  of  comfort  or 
beautj^ 

The  opening  night,  September  30,  1886,  marked  an  era  in  entertainments 
in  the  town.  The  audience  was  a  large  one,  and  made  brilliant  by  the  bright 
costumes  and  beautiful  flowers  of  the  ladies.  The  play  was  of  the  best  — 
Richelieu  —  the  company  excellent,  with  one  of  our  most  talented  and 
renowned  actors,  Lawrence  Barrett,  "  in  the  title  rdle."  Throughout  the 
entire  first  season,  which  numbered  some  thirty-five  performances,  the  posi- 
tion taken  at  the  start  was  maintained,  and  ouly  plays  of  a  good  class  were 
presented.  To  preserve  the  rule  thus  established  seems  to  be  the  owner's 
intention,  and  for  this  the  thanks  of  the  community'  are  due,  especially  as 
such  a  course  is  not  always  the  most  successful  financially. 

This  theatre  is  an  innovation  in  East  Attleborough,  and  Mr.  Bates  met 
with  considerable  criticism  for  building  it  —  criticism  no  doubt  honest,  but 
on  the  whole  it  would  seem  rather  unjust.  People  at  times  demand  amuse- 
ment, and  if  it  is  not  to  be  found  at  home,  they  will  seek  it  abroad.  This 
was  the  case  here  ;  many  often  attended  the  play  in  the  nearest  cities,  which 
meant  a  large  outlay  of  money,  late  hours,  and  frequently  doubtless  some  of 
the  attendant  dissipations.  These  latter  adjuncts  are  not  necessary  with  the 
theatre  at  home,  and  if,  as  has  been  said,  because  of  it  much  money  leaves 
the  town,  some  at  least  must  remain,  and  some  of  the  business  interests  of 
the  village  must  be  benefited. 

But  Bates  Opera  House  is  by  no  means  confined  to  the  purposes  indicated 
by  its  name  ;  it  has  already  been  occupied  for  other  and  varied  uses.  Up  to 
the  time  of  its  erection  the  village  had  no  place  suitable  for  many  occasions 
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of  public  and  general  interest.  The  churches  were  the  largest  audience- 
rooms,  but  they  were  frequently  found  inadequate.  They  were  of  necessity 
made  use  of,  and  sometimes  for  purposes  for  which  they  were  neither  wjiolly 
desirable  nor  appropriate,  as  many  must  acknowledge.  A  want  in  this  direc- 
tion had  long  been  felt,  and  is  now  met  by  this  building,  which  will  be  found 
more  and  more  useful  as  the  years  go  by  and  the  community  enlarges  and 
increases.  Prejudice  will  then  be  disarmed,  and  the  l)uilder  be  accorded, 
as  he  richly  deserves,  unanimous  commendation  for  providing  a  structure 
adequate  in  size,  convenient  in  arrangement,  and  as  attractive  as  it  is 
serviceable. 

BLACKINTON. 

Pentecost  Blackinton  was  the  first  of  that  name  in  town,  and  he  came 
from  Marblehead  or  Dorchester  about  1700.  He  had  land  and  a  house  on 
Seven  ]Mile  River.  His  wife's  name  was  Mary,  by  whom  he  had  several  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  at  least  reached  maturity.  He  died  September  24,  1715. 
Pentecost  second  had  eight  children  l)y  his  wife  Rebecca  Figgett,  Peter,  born 
in  1731,  being  the  youngest.  "He  was  a  farmer,  was  a  good  citizen,  law 
abiding  and  G-od-fearing,  and  died  at  a  good  old  age."  His  son  William 
was  born  November  2.  1758.  He  was  a  gun  manufacturer  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  entered  the  army  also  as  a  soldier,  and  received  a  wound  in 
the  battle  of  White  Plains.  Subsequently  he  was  associated  with  his  son 
William  in  cotton  manufacturing  l)oth  at  North  Attleborough  and  Falls  Vil- 
lac^e.  His  residence  was  on  a  large  farm  which  he  owned  in  Wrentham. 
"  He  was  known  to  everyone  as  Deacon  Blackinton."  November  29,  1781, 
he  married  H^lizabeth  Babcock,  of  Westerly,  or  Hopkinton,  R.  I.  Four  of 
tiieir  children  lived  to  maturity:  William,  l)orn  Sei)tember  20,  1782;  Virgil, 
born  May  12,  171)0,  married  Ilannaii,  daugliter  of  ()l)ed  Robinson,  and  was 
connected  with  Willard  and  Richard  Robinson  in  the  manufacture  of  buttons  ; 
Jason,  born  August  24,  1798,  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1820  and 
after  receiving  a  legal  education  passed  most  of  liis  lifi'  as  a  teaciier,  in 
Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee;  and  Willard.  Deacon  Blackinton  was  a 
victim  of  the  plague  wliicii  swept  over  this  and  other  towns  in  IsiC.  To 
each  of  his  sons  he  left  alxjut  three  thousand  dollars,  -'a  liaiidsome  property 
for  those  days." 

CoLoNKi.  ^\'Il.l.Al;l>  Jii.ACKiNroN  was  born  Octolier  20,  IHOO.  Dining  Iiis 
bovhoo<l  he  lived  with  his  lirollier  Williaiii,  who  was  a  faiiner  *'  on  the  old 
homestead."  His  education  was  that  of  tiie  eonniion  school  and  academy. 
Early  in  bff  lie  evinced  a  mercantile  taste,  and  began  business  for  himself. 
His  first  occupation  was  that  of  a  general  country  trader.  Imt  he  continued 
this  onlv  a  few  years.  In  1H27  he  established  his  manufactory  of  power- 
loom  shuttles.  This  lilled  "  a  long  felt  want,"  and  the  business  soon  became 
<piite  an  extensive  one,  the  goods  being  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  coinitry. 
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In  1821  he  murried  Clarissa,  daughter  of  Amos  and  Sally  Sweet,  and  they 
had  six  children;  namely,  William  and  Willard,  twins;  Clarissa  E.,  who 
married  Nathan  C.  Luther,  for  many  years  the  postmaster  of  the  East  village, 
and  one  of  its  highly  respected  citizens;  John,  Charles  A.,  and  Amos  S.,  of 
whom  Willard  is  deceased,  John  resides  in  Providence,  the  remaining  three 
brothers  iu  the  east  part  of  this  town.i 

Mr.  Blackinton  was  not  alone  a  successful  manufacturer  ;  for  many  3'ears 
he  was  among  the  most  active  men  of  the  town  in  many  lines  of  enterprise, 
both  of  "business  activity  and  public  service,"  and  was  honored  by  his 
fellow-citizens  in  many  positions  of  public  trust.  "  In  early  life  he  took 
great  interest  in  militia  matters.  Of  active  and  vigorous  temperament, 
large,  and  physically  well-proportioned,  with  a  resonant,  full  voice,  he  pre- 
sented a  fine  appearance,  and  held  the  position  of  adjutant  and  colonel  of 
a  regiment  of  troopers  for  years."  He  was  repeatedly  called  upon  to  act  as 
the  moderator  of  town  meetings,  and  as  the  chairman  of  various  popular  or 
political  assemblages,  and  these  positions  he  always  filled  acceptably.  He 
was  an  ardent  supporter  of  his  political  convictions  —  those  of  the  Whig  and 
Republican  parties  —  and  a  very  popular  man  in  his  party  :  for,  when  doubt- 
ful elections  thi'eatened  that  party,  he  was  frequently  the  one  to  be  nominated 
for  otfice,  and  he  never  sustained  a  defeat.  As  proof  that  his  political 
integrity  was  relied  on  it  may  be  stated  that  his  fellow-townsmen  called  him 
at  various  times  to  fill  ever}'^  office  in  their  gift,  and  he  served  them  credit- 
ably in  all,  from  the  minor  public  positions  in  the  town  itself  to  those  of 
representative  and  senator  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  for  a  number 
of  years  the  popular  postmaster  of  the  East  village,  his  first  appointment 
being  soon  after  1830,  and  "  he  was  a  valued  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity."  He  was  master  of  Bristol  Lodge  when  the  Morgan  agitation 
created  its  strong  feeling  of  enmity  toward  Masonry  throughout  the  laud, 
and  when  the  feeling  subsided  and  interest  in  the  order  could  be  publicl}^ 
revived  he  was  again  elected  to  the  same  office. 

Of  marked  ability,  Mr.  Blackinton  was  a  successful  business  man,  a  good 
financier,  and  was  considered  a  valuable,  counselor  in  business  affairs.  "He 
was  a  director  and  one  of  the  chief  originators  of  the  old  Attleborough 
Bank,  and  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Attleborough, 
of  which,  upon  its  formation,  he  was  at  once  elected  director  and  president." 
He  died  very  suddenly  of  heart  disease  on  January  1,  1877,  while  fulfilling 
his  duties  as  presiding  officer  at  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  held  at 
the  bank.  He  was  kindly  and  generous  in  his  family,  an  attentive  husband, 
an  indulgent  and  affectionate  father,  thoroughly  social  in  his  nature.  He 
was  interested  in  public  measures  of  improvement,  and  a  liberal  supporter 
of  good  works.     Of  fine  presence,  a  dignified  and  courtly  bearing,  with  the 


'William  and  John  are  lioth  deceased. 
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manners  of  a  "  irentlenian  of  the  old  school,"  he  was  a  great  favorite  in  all 
social  gatherings,  and  in  them  he  gave  pleasure  alike  to  young  and  old.  He 
filled  an  important  place  in  the  town,  and  especially  in  his  own  cominnnit}', 
a  place  which  in  many  respects  can  never  be  filled,  for  the  men  of  his  type  — 
the  old  school  type  —  seem  to  l»e  fast  passing  away  from  our  midst. 

"Wii.MAM  Blackinton,  ohc  of  the  twin  and  oldest  sons  of  Colonel  Black- 
inton,  after  completing  his  academic  education  entered  the  shuttle  manufac- 
turing business  as  a  partner  with  his  father  and  two  of  his  brothers.  For 
ten  years  the  firm  bore  the  name  of  W.  Blackinton  &  Sons,  William, 
"Willard,  and  John  being  the  younger  members.  About  1854  he  left  this 
business  and  started  that  of  cotton  manufacturing,  which  he  continued  for 
three  years  in  this  town  and  Pawtuckct.  This  proving  unsuccessful,  he 
decided  upon  a  change,  and  in  1857  took  up  that  of  jewelry.  For  twelve 
years  the  business  was  small,  l)ut  in  1869  he  commenced  making  plated 
chains.  He  '' originated  a  new  line  of  these  goods,  which  speedily  proved 
popular."  The  demand  created  for  them  was  soon  very  large,  and  his 
business  increased  rapidly  and  continuously,  until  it  became  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  profital)le  in  town.  He  has  applied  himself  very  assidu- 
ously to  this  one  work  ever  since  he  entered  upon  it.  liaving  had  little  or 
nothing  to  do  with  politics,  or  the  public  affairs  of  the  town,  and  to  this  fact 
no  doubt  much  of  his  success  is  due.  He  has  attended  personally  to  each 
department  of  his  manufactory,  seeing  that  his  goods  were  the  best  of  their 
kind,  and  such  as  he  stated  them  to  be  ;  he  has  worked  himself  when  he 
deemed  it  necessary  to  insure  the  proper  results,  and  thus  by  his  careful 
superintendence  iiis  l)usiness  ability  and  sagacity  has  brought  his  firm  to  its 
present  high  standing,  really  eaiiiing  the  success  which  he  has  won. 

Mr.  Blackinton  married  Rel)ecca  C.  Allen,  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and 
Kowena  Tingley  Allen,  of  this  town.  Their  children  now  living  are  William 
Sumner,  Charles  F.,  Harry  ('.,  Louis  A.,  and  Ada  K.  Blackinton.  A  num- 
hev  of  years  since  he  built  for  himself  a  commodious  residence  on  County 
Street.  This  he  occupied  uulil  the  present  year,  1888,  when  he  sold  it  and 
removed  to  riovidciice.' 

(ArKON. 

BaM'IKM)  (  ai'Kon.  the  first  of  the  name  known  in  .Vmerica,  came  from 
England  in  1674  or  1675  wiicn  about  fourteen  years  of  agi'.  He  was  born  in 
1660  anil  tradition  says  he  <ame  alone,  and  as  a  cibiii  l)oy,  to  seek  liis  own 
fortune.  After  his  first  marriage  he  sellNd  in  l'):urington,  this  State, 
"whence  after  a  residence  of  twenty  years,  he  moved  with  a  large  family  of 
cliildren   awav  baek    into    the    woods    to    what    is    now    A  tlieltoroiigh,"  ami    he 


■Mr.  Blackinton  ille<l  III  I'ruvlilunce,  December  30,  lIsiK),  ami  \\n«  biirleil  In  lliltt  lowii.    (Jliarles  Ih 
nUo  flcrt'SHC'l. 
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became  a  large  landowner  here.  He  purchased  and  laid  out  a  large  tract  of 
land  between  the  Bungay  River  and  the  Falls,  that  on  the  mill  road  to 
what  is  known  as  "the  Lucas  Daggett  place,"  and  he  also  had  landed  pos- 
sessions from  his  first  wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  John  Callender,  who 
very  early  lived  where  the  house  of  Philip  Brady  now  stands.  He  owned 
lands  where  the  Farmers  village  now  is.  and  built  his  first  house  on  the  site 
of  James  B.  Dean's  residence,  near  Deantown,  and  a  second  near  the  site 
of  a  house  built  not  long  since  by  the  late  B.  J.  Angell,  on  his  farm,  known 
as  the  "Jacob  Capron  farm."  In  that  vicinity  he  lived  and  brought  up  his 
very  large  family,  and  about  fifteen  years  before  he  died  it  is  said  he  gave  to 
each  of  his  children  a  farm  of  about  two  hundred  acres.  They  numbered 
ten  or  eleven  and  were  all  by  his  first  wife.  He  died  here  August  20,  1752, 
at  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years.  It  is  supposed  he  was  buried 
in  the  "Peck  buryins;  ground,"  and  what  was  the  duty  of  all  apparently 
became  the  duty  of  none  of  his  children,  for  no  stone  was  ever  erected  to 
his  memory. 

Captain  Joseph  Capron,  the  second  son  of  the  above,  "  was  a  farmer,  and 
a  man  of  repute  in  his  day."  He  was  born  September  12,  1691.  He  was 
married  three  times  and  had  nine  children.  His  wives  were  Judith  Peck, 
Bethiah  Burt,  and  Mary  French.  The  latter  survived  him.  He  died  October 
14,  1776,  in  his  eighty-sixth  year.  Joseph,  Jr.,  —  by  the  first  wife,  —  was 
fourth  child  and  oldest  son  of  Captain  Joseph.  He  was  twice  married  :  first 
to  Sarah  Robeson,  by  wiiom  he  had  seven  children,  and  second  to  Sarah 
Foster,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  five  of  whom  died  at  an  early  age. 
He  was  born  in  November,  1722.  and  died  August  1,  1784.  Otis,  the  third 
child  by  the  second  wife,  was  born  April  17,  1767.  "  He  was  a  farmer,  and 
an  honored  and  useful  citizen,  and  served  his  day  and  generation  well.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  serving  at  Newport."  He  died 
March  3,  1845.  His  first  wife  was  Rachel  Sweet,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children,  Sally,  Mrs.  Thomas  French,  deceased  ;  Nancy,  Mrs.  Lucas  Daggett, 
still  living  in  this  town  at  a  very  advanced  age ;  ^  and  Otis,  who  died  young. 
His  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Hannah  Kent  Bliss,  widow  of  Jonathan  Bliss. 
Their  children  were  Joseph  W.  ;  Maria,  deceased  ;  Sabra  A.,  Mrs.  Sumner 
Capron,  of  this  town,  deceased;  Hannah  K.,  Mrs.  Joseph  Newcomb.  also 
of  this  town,  deceased  ;  and  Rachel  Cemantha,  widow  of  Sidney  Morse,  of 
this  town. 

Joseph  Willard  Capron  was  born  September  24,  1802.  He  had  the 
education  afforded  by  the  public  schools  of  the  town,  and  that  of  the  prepar- 
atory .department  of  Brown  University.  He  had  intended  to  enter  that 
college  for  a  course  of  study,  but  finding  that  much  attention  to  the  classics 


1  Mrs.  Daggett  died  in  September,  1889.    She  was  ninety -three  the  August  preceding. 
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was  requiri'd,  the  knowledgx'  ut'  which  ho  diil  not  dei'iii  necessary  in  the  occu- 
pation to  which  his  tastes  led  him,  he  changed  his  phms.  He  himself  has 
recently  said  he  read  Dr.  Franklin,  who  thonght  the  classics  unnecessary,  and 
this  coutirmed  his  opinions;  and  he  shrewdly  added  :  "  As  I  could  not  learn 
one  language  well,  I  considereil  it  foolish  to  atten?pt  two  or  three."  He 
studied  for  a  time  with  Dr.  Tde.  and  when  but  seventeen  years  old  began  to 
teach  school  for  sixteen  dollars  a  month,  meeting  with  success  in  that  occupa- 
tion. He  had  very  early  shown  a  fondness  and  aptitude  for  surveying,  and 
even  while  a  student  in  1818  he  began  practical  work  in  this  direction.  From 
that  time  to  this  he  has  been  employed  in  that  capacity,  making  that  work 
liis  chief  business. 

In  1827  "  he  was  elected  and  qualified  as  town  surveyor,"  and  during  that 
year  he  surveyed  all  the  roads  iu  this  town,  in  Pawtucket,  Seekonk,  and 
Rehoboth.  He  has  surveyed  fully  half  of  the  land  in  the  city  of  Providence, 
and  in  the  course  of  his  long  life  he  must  have  resurveyed  his  native  town  in 
whole  or  in  part  many  times.  The  following  year,  1828,  the  State  employed 
him  as  an  assistant  surveyor  on  the  projected  route  of  the  Boston  and  Provi- 
dence Railroad  Company.  He  has  held  the  office  of  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  over  fifty  3'ears,  has  been  elected  a  county  commissioner  three  terms,  aud 
has  been  a  selectman,  assessor,  and  overseer  of  the  poor  in  town  several  times. 
He  was  president  of  the  Attleborough  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  for 
years,  held  the  same  office  in  the  Loan  and  Fund  Association  of  Attleborough, 
aud  is  still  the  president  of  its  successor,  the  Attleborough  Jvoau  and  Savings 
Association,  in  the  last  two  organizations  his  term  already  covering  a  period 
of  over  thirty  years.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  Norfolk  and  Bristol  Horse 
Thief  Detective  Society,  and  has  been  president  of  the  Attleborougli  (las- 
light  Company  since  its  oiganization.  Mr.  Capron  has  been  all  his  life  a 
Democrat,  a  (inn  beli(,'ver  iu  the  [trinciples  of  Jefferson  and  .lackson.  for  the 
latter  of  wliom  he  cast  his  lirst  Presidential  vote  in  182;i. 

In  1824  he  married  Adeline  Bliss,  granddaughter  of  Dr.  .lames  Bliss. 
She  die<l  March  1'.',  1872.  Two  childi'en  I)y  this  mariiage  are  living: 
Isabella  A.,  Mrs.  Amos  Ide,  of  this  town,  and  Ellen  .M.,  who  married,  lirst, 
George  E.  Payson,  of  Taunton,  and,  second,  George  W.  Curien,  of  this 
town.  October  14,  1872,  Mr.  (npron  married  Cynthia  Blossom,  of  Fairhaven, 
Mass.  He  has  always  possesst-d  the  vigor  of  i)erfect  health.  '•  has  never 
cniployed  a  physician  U)V  himself,  and  never  has  known  a  sick  day."  \\'lieii 
eighty  years  of  age  he  could  "go  out  with  his  favorite  instruments  and  with- 
out apparent  fatigue,  do  days'  works  that  would  appall  much  youngei-  men." 
Not  many  years  ago  he  walkt-d  from  Pawtucket  to  his  home,  a  distance  of 
nearly  nine  miles,  after  eight  o'clock  in  tln'  evening,  and  said  he  "could 
have  walked  Itack  easily  without  I'esting."  i'or  more  than  a  half-century  he 
"  has  been  personally  idi-ntilied  with  the  pulilic  interests  of  the  town,"  but, 
though  the  competency  he  has  accumidate(l  renders  addition:il  lalior  uiineces- 
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sary,  aud  his  advanced  age  is  a  valid  excuse  for  giviug  it  up  entirely,  he  is 
still  able  and  prefers  to  be  actively  employed  in  the  pursuits  to  which  he  has 
been  so  long  accustomed,  and  which  have  made  him  in  his  day  one  of  the 
town's  useful  men.i 

Abiel  Codding  was  born  in  Rehoboth,  January  29,  1817.  The  ancestors  of 
this  family  came  to  Taunton  at  a  very  early  date.  James,  who  is  the  first 
mentioned,  was  born  there  and  became  a  farmer,  and  lie  was  a  soldier  in  our 
army  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  wife  was  Joanna  Eddy,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children  :  David  ;  Abigail,  who  married  Wheaton  Barrows  ;  and 
Abiel.  The  latter  was  the  youngest,  and  was  born  in  Taunton.  October  27, 
1792.  He  came  to  Attleborough  when  about  fourteen  and  worked  on  a  farm 
for  Senaca  Sanford,  where  he  proved  himself  to  be  industrious,  frugal,  and 
temperate.  He  became  "  a  well  to  do  farmer  in  this  town,  where  he  lived  for 
more  than  sixty-three  years,  leaving  an  example  of  industry  and  sobriety 
well  worthy  the  imitation  of  the  present  generation.  He  was  a  soldier  of 
the  War  of  1812,  and  drew  a  pension  for  his  services,"  He  died  October  3, 
1881,  having  almost  reached  the  age  of  eighty-nine.  His  wife  was  Chloe. 
daugiiter  of  Elihu  Daggett,  by  whom  he  had  thirteen  children,  eight  of  whom 
lived  to  mature  age. 

Abiel,  the  oldest  son  and  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  brought  to  this  town 
when  a  year  old.  His  father's  farm  was  in  East  Attleborough,  and  he  stayed 
at  home  until  he  was  sixteen,  receiving  the  education  provided  by  the 
common  schools  of  that  time.  "He  was  of  a  mechanical  turn  of  mind,  and 
early  turned  his  attention  to  the  jewelry  business.  Hence  at  sixteen  we  find 
him  in  the  employ  of  H.  M.  Richards.  He  remained  with  him  some  three 
years,  when  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Stephen  Richardson,  aud  was 
thus  employed  a  short  time  when  they  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Oodding  continued 
his  trade  as  a  journeyman,  making  valuable  improvements  in  the  different 
kinds  of  tools  used  in  tlie  jewelry  business.    In  1839  he  went  to  Philadelphia 


1  In  April,  1888,  Mr.  Capron  resigned  liis  presidency  of  the  Gas  Company  but  still  retains  that  of  the 
Loan  and  Fund  Association.  Within  a  few  j'ears  he  lias  had  two  attacks  of  illness,  but  he  recovered 
from  them  naturally  and  was  apparently  restored  to  his  accustomed  vigor.  Upon  the  last  occasion 
medical  aid  wa.s  summoned,  but  the  doctor  said  :  "  I  was  called  after  all  real  necessity  for  my  pres- 
ence was  past,  Mr.  Capron  was  getting  well  himself."  On  September  24, 1892,  he  became  ninety  years 
old.  He  announced  publicly  that  he  would  be  at  home  on  the  evening  of  that  day  to  everybody  who 
would  call  upon  him,  and  many  persons  from  the  town  aud  elsewhere  availed  tliemselves  of  the  rare 
and  pleasant  privilege  of  offering  congratulations  upon  such  an  occasion.  The  house  was  all  thrown 
open,  and  tastefully  decollated  with  autumn  leaves  and  flowers.  Mr.  Capron  had  a  cordial  greeting 
for  all,  remembered  to  inquire  for  absent  friends  and  acquaintances,  and  interested  himself  person- 
ally for  the  comfort  of  his  guests.  Some  he  felt  needed  chairs  though  he  stood  unweariedly  for 
hours  himself,  and  straighter  aud  firmer  than  any  one  present.  Que  thing  he  had  insisted  upon  in 
advance  —  there  must  be  "  young  and  pretty  girls  "  in  the  dining-room  to  pour  the  coffee,  and  he  w'as 
urgent  in  having  matters  arranged  for  their  ease  and  pleasure.  Four  generations  were  represented  — 
himself,  two  daughters,  a  son's  tlaughter  and  her  child.  He  is  b}-  several  years  the  oldest  person  in 
town.  He  retains  his  mental  and  physical  faculties  to  a  remarkable  degree,  his  hearing  appearing  to 
be  the  only  one  impaired.  May  he  live  to  greet  the  new  century,  and  then  still  longer  to  fill  out  his 
full  hundred  years  (February,  1894).     Vernal  Stanley,  of  North  Attleborough,  is  a  little  older. 
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to  work  for  his  old  employer,  H.  M.  ixicliurds,  but  remained  only  a  few 
months,  when  he  retnrned  to  North  Attleborough.  and  entered  the  employ  of 
Ira  Kiehards  it  Co."  In  18-41  he  entered  this  firm  nnd  rcniaiiu'd  in  it  until 
in  1845  the  death  of  the  senior  partner  caused  a  change  in  name  and  partner- 
ship, and  under  the  new  name  he  continued  in  the  firm  for  thirty  years,  until 
it  was  dissolved.     This  latter  was  the  famous  firm  of  E.  I.  Kichards  ifc  Co. 

"  Mr.  Codding  was  naturally  a  mechanic,  and  by  close  application  to  his 
business  he  attained  a  degree  of  success  acquired  by  few.  He  made  valuable 
improvements  in  manufacturing,  and  obtained  several  patents  for  new  tools." 
He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  North  Attleborough 
and  president  of  the  Attleborough  Savings  Bank  ;  president,  also,  of  the  North 
Attleborough  Ciaslight  Company.  He  belongs  to  the  Democratic  party  but 
takes  no  pultlic  interest  in  political  atfairs.  No  man  has  more  of  the  respect 
of  his  community  than  he. 

October  28,  1841,  he  married  Ann  Maria  Richards,  daughter  of  Calvin  and 
Olive  Blackinton  Richards,  of  this  town.  She  was  born  August  16,  1819. 
They  have  had  five  children.  Arthur  E.,  James  A.,  and  Edwin  A.  nie  all 
engaged  in  business  in  North  Attleborough.  The  daughters,  Ella  M.  and 
Ellen  L.,  are  both  deceased. 

CUMMINGS. 

This  family  is  supposed  to  be  of  Scottish  descent,  but  the  first  to  emi- 
grate to  America  came  from  P^ngland  at  about  the  same  time  that  "  the  three 
brothers  Richardson  came,"  and  settled  in  Woburn,  this  State.  The  great- 
great-grandfather  f)f  the  present  generation  was  one  Abraham  Comens,  as  the 
name  was  then  spelled,  and  he  married  a  Richardson,  probably  a  ilaugliter  of 
one  of  the  "three  brothers."  They  had  nine  childien.  Of  these  David  was 
the  one  who  came  to  this  town  to  settle  and  about  the  time  of  his  marriage  he 
bought  the  farm  now  owned  by  Allen  and  George  Cunnnings  in  Hearswamp  —  or 
Bearcroft,  as  it  is  n(»w  called.  Very  little  is  known  of  him.  An  old  rillc  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  family  is  known,  however,  to  be  the  one  he  carried  in 
the  French  ami  Indian  \N':ir.  and  as  conscicntion'^ncss  is  a  leading  trait  of  this 
familv,  it  may  be  assunnMl  beyond  doubt  that  he  performed  his  duties  as  a 
soldier  very  faithfully.  In  all  probability  the  old  ritle  may  have  slain  more 
than  one  Indian  while  in  his  hands.  This  David  Cumniings  had  seven  or  nine 
children  .and  he  died  aliont  tin'  time  of  the  biith  of  Benjamin,  the  youngest, 
who  occupied  the  olil  lionicstcad  during  his  life  and  wiio  died  then'  May  "JO, 
1860.  The  death  of  the  father  had  left  the  niotliei  willi  a  large  family  (tf 
voung  children,  th(!  support  of  which  devolved  upon  herself  and  David,  the 
oldest  son,  at  that  tinii-  but  twelve  years  of  age.  'I'hoy  all  remained  together 
until  I)a\id  was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  wiien  lie  |iiir(li:isici  a  farm  about  a 
mile  distant  from  the  Ikjiuc  —  this  was  then  tli«'  liomesii-ad  of  a  .Mr.  Bishop 
and  is  the  farm  now  owneil  by  Mr.  Marsh.  Here  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  and  here  he  died  M:ireli  \x,  jhK;.  at  the  great  age  of  eighty-five  years. 
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It  is  related  of  him  that  when  fifteen  years  of  age  he  carted  a  load  of  hay  to 
Providence  and  received  his  pay  for  the  same  in  the  currency  of  the  country, 
which  was  at  that  time  nearly  worthless  and  amounted  in  bulk  to  about  as  much 
as  the  hay.  During  the  War  of  1S12  Mr.  Cummings  was  sent  to  the  defence 
of  Narragansett  Bay,  but  the  expected  attack  of  the  enemy  did  not  take  place 
and  he  returned  home  after  only  a  short  absence.  He  had  four  children  :  Pres- 
ton, Lucinda,  David,  and  Milton. 

Preston  Cummings,  the  oldest  sou,  when  a  youth  sustained  rather  severe 
injuries  by  falling  from  a  load  of  ha}^  and  after  that  it  was  decided  to  give 
him  an  education.  In  those  days  the  turning  of  farmer  boys  into  professional 
men  was  often  the  result  of  accident,  as  in  this  case.  Mr.  Cummings  gradu- 
ated at  Brown  University  in  1822  and  entered  the  ministry  in  the  Congrega- 
tional denomination.  His  first  pastorate  was  at  Dighton,  this  State,  and  he 
subsequently  had  charges  in  Wrentham  and  Buckland,  finally  returning  to 
Dighton.  During  the  last  years  of  his  life  he  published  a  "Congregational 
Dictionary  "  and  he  also  occupied  himself  in  collecting  manuscripts  and  books 
for  several  antiquarian  societies.  He  died  in  Leicester,  Mass.,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  his  son,  in  1875.  This  son,  James,  the  only  one  of  his  family  who 
Jived  to  maturity,  became  a  pliysician  and  settled  in  Leicester,  where  he  estab- 
lished an  excellent  reputation.  He  had  just  acquired  a  good  practice  when  he 
died.  His  death  was  caused  by  the  exposure  consequent  upon  attending  to 
the  call  of  a  patient  when  he  was  under  treatment  for  sickness  himself. 

David  Cummings,  a  younger  brother  of  the  above,  followed  the  avocation 
of  a  farmer.  He  had  to  pick  up  an  education  as  best  he  could,  having  no 
instruction  beyond  that  afforded  by  the  district  school  and  two  terms  at  Day's 
Academy  in  Wrentham.  He  purcliased  a  farm  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
his  father's,  on  which  he  lived  his  entire  life.  To  his  work  as  a  farmer  he 
frequently,  during  his  younger  days,  added  the  occupation  of  school-teaching 
in  the  winter  months.  He  died  at  an  advanced  age,  on  October  12,  1884. 
Mr.  Cummings  was  a  scrupulously  honest,  industrious.  God-fearing  man. 
There  are  many  who  will  long  remember  him  as  he  was  during  his  later  years, 
who  will  recall  the  somewhat  bowed  form  and  the  kindly  face,  surmounted 
with  a  crown  of  snow-white  hair,  especially  as  they  appeared  in  their  accus- 
tomed pew  in  the  Congregational  Church  of  his  village  ;  for  as  long  as  health 
and  strength  permitted,  in  summer's  heat  or  winter's  cold,  his  place  in  the 
sanctuary  was  filled —  none  ever  found  it  vacant.  He  was  a  quiet,  unobtru- 
sive man,  and,  comparatively,  his  life  was  a  quiet  and  uneventful  one  ;  but  the 
jneasure  of  his  many  days  was  filled  full  of  duties  to  God  and  man  well  done. 
He  thought  only  on  "  whatsoever  things  are  true,  whatsoever  tilings  are  honest, 
whatsoever  things  are  just,  whatsoever  things  are  pure,  whatsoever  things  are 
lovely,  whatsoever  things  are  of  good  report,"  and  the  virtue  and  the  praise 
of  sucli  a  life  were  his.     Who  shall  sav  that  he  did  not  exert  a  wider  and  a 
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iiohler  influence  than  many  another  more  prominent  in  the  common  affairs  of 
the  workl  and  of  men?  lie  was  a  truly  good  man  and  his  community  is  the 
better  for  the  example  of  his  consistent  Christian  life. 

Handel  N.  Daggett,  son  of  Hon.  Ebenezer  and  Sally  ^Nlaxcy  Dairiiett, 
was  born  in  this  town,  January  27,  1821.  After  attending  the  commou 
schools  here  and  working  at  the  same  time  on  his  father's  farm,  as  most  coun- 
try boys  then  did,  he  went  to  the  Wrentham  Academy  (Day's),  and  later  to 
the  one  in  North  Attleborough,  where,  under  Isaac  Perkins,  his  school  educa- 
tion was  completed.  He  served  ••  a  short,  nuprofit;d)le  apprenticeship  with  a 
relative"  in  Boston,  and  then  returned  home  and  became  a  clerk  in  a  store  at 
the  Falls  for  a  time.  In  l.s4i>  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother.  II.  M. 
Daggett,  and  they  purchased  the  Falls  mill,  where  for  several  years  they  man- 
ufactured j)rint  cloths,  sometimes  with  success,  sometimes  with  the  reverse. 
This  partnership  Avas  dissolved  about  1855.  From  this  time  until  1860  Mr. 
Daoro^ett  euaao'ed  in  other  kinds  of  manufacturing,  chiefly  the  covering  of 
hoopskirt  wires.  He  at  first  started  with  a  few  braiders  in  the  Steam  Power 
Companv's  shop  at  Attleborough,  but,  needing  more  space  than  he  had  there, 
he  later  removed  to  the  Farmers  mill.  After  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he 
was  occupied  for  a  while  in  filling  government  orders  for  sabres.  The  blades 
were  made  in  Maine  and  he  manufac.-tured  the  scabbards  in  the  Steam  Power 
building.  He  made  some  S7u,000  worth  ami  for  a  time  this  was  about  all  the 
business  done  in  the  East  village. 

For  some  time  previous  Mr.  Daggett  had  bfi'u  revolving  in  his  mind  the 
idea  of  manufacturing  dress  and  other  braids  of  a  good  quality  that  should 
equal  the  foreign  goods  of  the  kind,  which  up  to  I.SC.I  usurped  the  markets. 
The  w^ar  at  that  time  laid  an  embargo  upon  European  imports,  thus  creating 
a  large  demand  in  this  direction,  for  which  the  supply  was  entirely  insullicii'ut. 
This  embargo  made  the  desired  ojiport unity,  and  lie  sci/.t'd  it  with  great 
promptness  and  energy.  He  i-cpniciiasfd  the  l-':ills  null  property  and  com- 
menced tlic  braid  business  there  and  it  at  once  became  a  very  exti'u.sive  one. 
He  still  contiimes  to  carry  it  on  under  the  name  of  the  (iold  Medal  Uraid 
Company,  and  it  is  specially  noticed  in  a  preceding  ihapter.  This  piopi-rly 
had  become  somewhat  run  down  ;  tiie  tenenicnts  and  tiieii-  .surroundings  wore 
Hliabl)y  and  untidy,  and  some  of  the  inhabitants  were  so  lawless  that  the 
coujuiunity  lia<l  come  to  have  a  rather  disrepulalile  name.  I'l-evions  to  his 
becoming  the  owner  the  rowdy  element  ha<l  at  times  been  deci<ledly  pre<lom- 
iuant,  ha<l  taken  p(»ssession  fretpiently  of  thi^  streets,  tiie  sidewalks,  tiie 
stores,  ami  tiie  pubbe  meetings,  to  llie  exehision  of  the  bellei-  class  of  people. 
As  .H(jon  a.s  he  took  possession  Mr.  1  )aggelt  I'staitlished  order  and  had  it  main- 
tained, and  the  ''roughs,"  who  iiad  become  a  real  terror,  mider  his  decided 
and  vigorous  treatnient '' either  left  town.  <>r  snl>sided  into  peaceful  citi/.eii.s." 
He  has  greatly  improved  the  whole  property,  erecl«M|  new  buildings,  and 
made  for  him.self  there  a  charming  home.      Since  his  advent  various   jewelry 
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firms  have  established  themselves  at  the  Falls  aucl  at  Robinsonville,  and  the 
two  villages,  uow  together  called  by  the  former  name,  have  had  a  remarkable 
growth  and  present  as  a  whole  a  thriving  and  attractive  appearance — no 
small  share  of  the  great  improvements  being  due  to  his  efforts.  He  was  the 
means  of  establishing  the  much-needed  postoffice  there,  and  most  liberally 
pushed  forward  the  building  of  the  new  church  of  the  village,  both  with  time 
and  money.  He  has  had  no  trouble  with  strikes,  probably  in  part  because 
there  has  been  nothing  to  give  rise  to  such  a  course,  and  in  part  doubtless 
because  his  employees  have  thoroughly  understood  that  unjust  demands  on 
their  part  would  result  in  their  prompt  dismissal,  with  very  little  prospect 
of  ever  again  finding  work  in  the  same  place. 

Mr.  Daggett  is  a  thoroughly  enterprising  man  and  actively  interested  in 
public  improvements.  AVhatever  work  he  undertakes  he  pushes  to  comple- 
tion with  energy  and  in  spite  of  opposing  obstacles.  He  was  one  of  the 
originators  of  the  '•  Branch  Railroad,"  active  in  pushing  forward  the  work  of 
its  organization  and  construction,  and  has  been  treasurer  of  the  corporation 
from  the  beginning.  He  is  a  stanch  and  zealous  Republican,  always  ready 
to  support  his  part}'  and  to  work  for  its  interests,  and  he  has  often  repre- 
sented it  for  the  town  at  political  conventions.  For  some  years  during 
the  Civil  War  he  vvas  "Chairman  of  the  Selectmen"  —  the  duties  of  which 
oflflce  were  tlien  especially  onerous — and  in  1864  he  was  the  town's  repre- 
sentative. He  was  relied  on  when  our  country  was  in  danger  and  there  was 
peculiar  need  for  every  loyal  citizen  to  show  of  what  stuff  his  principles 
were  made.  In  working  to  uphold  the  State  and  General  Government,  to 
aid  and  support  our  armies  in  the  field,  and  to  make  the  war  record  of  our 
town  a  worthy  one,  no  man  was  more  faithful  and  zealous  than  he.  He  was 
a  deputy  sheriff  at  one  time,  held  the  position  of  town  clei'k  from  1848 
till  1851,  was  selectman  (as  previously  stated)  and  assessor,  and  in  1884 
was  for  the  second  time  a  representative  to  the  General  Court.  He  "has 
been  a  member  of  the  Governor's  Council  and  has  held  other  positions  of 
honor  within  the  gifts  of  the  people."  He  was  always  loyal  to  Attleborough, 
the  town  of  his  birth,  and  had  no  desire  to  see  any  portion  of  its  territory 
"  set  off"  from  another  portion  to  be  made  into  a  separate  town.  He  was 
therefore  one  of  the  strongest  opponents  of  the  division  and  worked  assidu- 
ously in  all  ways  possible  to  prevent  its  taking  place. 

Mr.  Daggett  has  been  married  more  than  once,  and  has  had  eight  children. 
Four  are  living  and  all  residents  of  this  town:  Josephine  S.,  Mrs.  Harvey 
Clap,  of  Attleborough  Falls  ;  Florence  J.,  Mrs.  H.  F.  Barrows,  Jr.,  of  North 
Attleborough  ;  Frances  A.  and  Blanche  Daggett,  the  latter  by  the  present 
wife. 

[Mr.  Daggett  died  Feljriiary  27, 1894,  aged  exactly  seventy-three  years  and  one  month,  after 
an  ilhiess  which  for  more  than  a  year  had  exhibited  symptoms  of  a  markedly  serious  and  at 
times  imminently  fatal  nature,  and  fretiuently  been  attended  with  attacks  of  extreme  suflering,. 
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which  were  Ijunie  with  the  (iiiiet  furtitude  eh:ira<'ten>tie  uf  iiis  family.  For  a  loiij;- p(;rio(l  he 
hail  hud  the  iiiaiiaireinent  of  large  l)nsiness  interests  of  his  own,  and  during  the  later  years  of 
his  life  especially  he  had  liecomeidentitied  witli  various  enterprises  and  held  responsil)le  ofliees 
in  niuuerous  business  orsranizations,  both  in  town  and  elsewhere.  "At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  a  Director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  I'awtucket  and  the  North  Attleboro'  National 
Bank  of  North  Attlel>oro",  Tresideut  of  the  Industrial  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.  of 
Boston.  Vice-President  of  the  Cotton  ami  Woolen  Manufacturers  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Co..  Treasurer  of  the  Attleboro'  Branch  Uailroad,  and  held  positions  of  trust  in  various  other 
concerns.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Boston  Homo  Market  cluli.  and  of  Sipiantum  club  and 
other  social  organizations." 

Until  he  was  more  than  threescore  \t'ar<  and  ten  lie  led  a  lite  of  the  greatest  activity  — one 
which  was  suited  to  him,  and  which  his  varied  interests  necessitated;  one,  too,  in  which  his 
own  physical  endurance  had  never  been  a  matter  of  question;  then  he  was  suddenly  called  upon 
to  lead  a  life  of  the  utmost  quietness  —  one  tilled  with  hourly  watchfuhiess  of  himself  physic- 
ally; he  was  compelled  to  give  up  his  personal  attendance  upon  the  duties  of  one  ottice  after 
another,  and  gradually  to  assume  the  dreary  monotonous  role  of  an  invalid.  To  few  natures 
would  such  a  necessity  prove  more  tedious  and  irksome  than  to  a  busy,  energetic  one  like  his, 
yet  he  bore  the  severe  trial  with  an  unbroken  patience,  whiiih  showed  as  nothing  else  could  have 
shown  his  real  strength  of  will  and  the  true  force  of  his  character.  He  never  lost  his  keen 
interest  in  the  concerns  of  the  community  about  him  or  in  the  atlairs  of  his  friends,  ami  he  wel- 
comed all  who  visited  him  with  a  cordial  ])leasure  as  they- l)rought  him  news  of  themselves  or 
of  the  outside  world.  But  he  fully  understood  the  meaning  of  the  warnings  which  reached  him, 
so  he  ".set  his  house  in  onler,"  and  with  steady  calmness  faced  death  as  he  daily  drew  nearer, 
yielding  himself  without  the  shadow  of  a  struggle  when  the  linal  summons  came. 

Lentrthened  words  of  praise  are  not  needed  in  writing  of  Mr.  Daggett,  for  his  lite  is  well 
known  to  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  the  great  liusiness  he  l)uilt  up,  the  church  he  so  materially 
assisted,  and  the  results  of  his  many  generous  acts  are  l)etter  memorials  than  any  printed  eulo- 
gies. His  funeral  was  attended  at  his  residence  on  March  3,  the  presence  of  many  friends  and 
offerings  of  beautiful  Howers  testifying  to  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held.  Me  was  buried 
in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery.  Another  prominent,  honorable,  and  much-needed  citizen  has  jjassed 
away,  and  alas  I  another  who  leaves  behind  no  son  to  bear  his  name.] 

Homer  M.  Daogett,  twin  brother  of  the  tibove,  was  l»oiii  Jniiiini y  "J". 
1821.  After  the  district  school  he  titteiuled  Day's  Academy  in  Wreiithain, 
tiie  North  Attleborough  Academy  iiiidcr  Isaac  Perkins  for  a  time,  and  later 
went  to  the  Worcester  High  Scliool.  His  schooldays,  however,  came  to  an 
end  early,  as  in  l'S.">7,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  bi'gan  to  work  for  himself. 
His  first  occnpiilion  was  that  of  a  diTk  in  llie  old  l-'alis  store  and  he  continued 
it  until  184'J.  At  that  time  the  partnershii)  with  his  luolhcr  was  formed. 
'I'hev  first  bought  out  tiu'  Hrowns,  who  were  occiii)ying  and  oinMaling  a  |);iii 
of  the  Falls  mill,  and  siilisociuently  thi-y  lioiigiit  tin'  entire  property,  which 
then  c<»mprised  the  greater  portion  of  the  villagi'.  They  contimietl  the  part- 
ner.sliip,  carrying  on  their  niannfMcliuing  there  or  al  the  I'.-nnii  is.  until  :dioiit 
18')').  Thrc-i' years  previous  to  this  date  Mr.  Daggett  had  ii  moved  his  resi- 
dence from  the  Falls  to  tin'  I-'armers,  where  he  Ii.ms  ever  since  resided  in  a 
house  built  by  one  of  the  I'.liss  lirothers  when  they  owned  that  mill  .Miid 
village. 

in  18<)U  he  was  elected  c;i>liier  of  the  A 1 1 hdioroiigli  I'.Miik.  and  ri'niaine<l 
in  the  position  until  i'^T"-'.  During  this  time  there  was  ipiite  an  excitement  in 
1(»wn  over  an  attemjit  to  r<>b  the  Imnk.      .Mr.  Daggett  was  awakeni'cl  one  night 
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by  ao  unusual  sound,  the  mewing  of  a  cat  in  bis  sleeping-i-oom.  His  first 
thought  was  for  the  bank  keys,  and  going  to  the  places  where  they  were  kept 
he  found  some  of  them  goue  :  this  was  before  the  days  of  combination  locks, 
and  keys  were  rather  large  and  ponderous.  Examination  speedily  showed 
that  the  house  had  been  entered  and  gone  over,  many  articles  were  scattered 
about  and  some  were  found  on  one  of  the  outer  doorsteps,  and  quite  an 
amount  of  personal  money  taken.  Fortunately,  a  large  sum  secreted  in  the 
house,  to  be  taken  the  following  day  to  Boston,  was  not  discovered.  The 
neighborhood  was  quickly  aroused,  and  the  cashier  with  several  of  the  gentle- 
men started  for  the  bank,  then  at  North  Attleborough.  The  keys  taken 
proved  not  to  be  the  outside  ones,  and  the  building  was  found  intact,  the 
would-be  burglars  having  neglected  to  provide  themselves  with  any  means  of 
effecting  a  forcible  entrance.  The  missing  keys  were  found  near  the  bank, 
but  no  trace  of  the  miscreants  was  ever  found.  Some  story  about  two  "  sus- 
picious looking  men,"  w^ho  left  a  "  stable  team  "  they  had  hired,  tied  to  a  tree 
in  an  adjoining  town,  with  money  for  its  use  fastened  to  the  bridle  of  the 
horse,  floated  about  for  a  time,  impressing  young  people  with  its  air  of  mys- 
tery, but  nothing  further  was  heard  of  this  matter. 

After  his  twelve  years  of  service  at  this  bank  Mr.  Daggett  again  became 
a  manufacturer,  and  for  a  few  years  he  carried  on  business  at  the  Farmers 
and  at  Deantown,  making  yarn  and  knitting  cotton,  and  for  a  short  time 
engaged  with  his  brother  in  the  making  of  shoesti'ings.  In  1875  he  assisted 
in  organizing  the  First  National  Bank  of  Attleborough,  was  elected  its  first 
cashier,  and  has  never  been  superseded  in  this  office.  In  these  days  of 
absconding  bank  officers  and  times  of  '"turning  over"  public  moneys  for 
private  benefit  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  a  cashier  has  retained  bis  position 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  has  during  all  that  time  possessed  the 
unquestionable  confidence  of  bis  brother  officers  and  the  entire  community, 
beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt.  In  1859  Mr.  Daggett  was  elected  Senator  in 
the  State  Legislature,  and  served  one  term.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
a  deacon  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  North  Attleborough,  and  in  whatever 
position  he  occupies  his  reputation  is  the  same  —  that  of  an  unassuming  and 
reliable  man  and  citizen,  and  a  dignified.  Christian  gentleman. 

In  May,  1843,  he  married  Angelina  Daggett,  of  this  town.  She  died  Octo- 
ber 9,  1885.  They  have  had  seven  children,  four  of  whom  died  young. 
Those  living  are  Alice  A.,  Homer  M.,  Jr.,  and  Sanford,  the  two  latter  mar- 
ried, and  all  living  in  town. 

Lyman  White  Daggett  is  a  descendant,  as  are  the  brothers  above  men- 
tioned, of  the  John  Daggett  who  came  here  from  Chilmark  about  1711,  and 
a  direct  descendant  of  the  oldest  son,  Mayhew,  who  was  a  deacon,  presumably 
in  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Attleborough.  The  son  of  Mayhews  Elihu, 
was  an  elder  of  that  faith,  and  first  preacher  in  the  South  Baptist  Church  of 
this  town.     He  was  a  captain  in  the  provincial  militia,  "  and  with  two  of  his 
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sons.  MuvIk'w  :uul  Icluibod,  was  engaged  in  the  ligbl  of  Col.  Rradstreet  in 
1758.  which  resulted  iu  the  capture  of  Fort  Frontenac,  together  with  nine 
armed  vessels,  sixty  cannon,  sixteen  mortars,  and  a  vast  rjuantity  of  ammu- 
nition."' The  circumstances  of  the  elder's  i)artieipation  in  this  l)attle  were 
frequently  related  by  another  son,  Elihu,  who  was  at  the  time  a  lad  of  about 
thirteen  :  •*  The  two  sons  had  been  absent  sonie  time  in  the  war,  and  no  news 
had  been  received  from  them.  The  father  said,  in  his  anxiety,  '  Tf  T  hear 
nothing  in  a  week,  I  will  go  and  liiid  them.'  Nothing  was  heard.  lie  shoul- 
dered his  nnisket,  reached  the  seat  of  war,  found  a  battle  raging,  entered  the 
action,  and  after  the  victory  discovered  his  sons  as  participants  with  himself 
in  its  glory."  This  lad  lOlihu.  who  latei-  evinced  a  decided  aptitude  for 
martial  pursuits,  was  born  December  4,  1745.  He  was  an  adjutant  ami  a 
minute-man  in  the  Revolution,  and  when  the  alarm  sounded  from  Hunker 
Hill  started  at  once  for  the  field.  He  was  a  fanner,  and  for  many  years  a 
teacher  also.  He  built  the  house  at  the  Falls,  which  is  now  the  residence  of 
H.  X.  Daggett.  He  died  June  14,  1833.  Captain  Klihu  Daggett  was  his 
son,  and  was  l)orn  Februar}'  24,  1785.  He  also  became  a  farmer,  bnt  he 
took  great  pleasure  in  all  military  exercises,  especially  in  the  training  and 
disciplining  of  soldiers.  For  a  short  time  during  the  War  of  1812  he  com- 
manded a  company  stationed  at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  and  afterwards,  when  the 
war  was  over,  he  was  the  means  of  forming  the  Washington  Rifle  Corps, 
became  its  first  commander,  and  to  him  doubtless  was  largely  due  the  fact 
that  it  was  "  distinguished  as  one  of  the  finest  and  best-disciplined  companies 
in  the  brigade."  Captain  Daggett  married  Lucinda  White,  of  Pembroke, 
Mass.  She  was  a  descendant  of  Peregrine  White.  "Her  father.  Captain 
"William  "White,  was  a  faithfid  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  present  at  the 
surrender  of  C<M-nwallis,  and  engaged  in  many  battles  during  that  fearful 
struggle."     Captain  Daggett  died  January  25,   1.S71. 

His  only  son  was  Lyman  W.  Daggett,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was 
born  July  28,  1812.  He  attended  the  schools  of  this  town,  and  was  always 
an  eager  and  earnest  scholar.  Having  reeeiNcd  the  instruction  then  arrt>rded 
by  these  schools,  he  entered  Phillips  Academy  at  Andover,  Mass.,  "  enjoyt'd 
its  I'ich  op[)ortunities,  faithfully  improved  the  facilitii-s  then"  atTorded  the 
honest,  struggling  student .  and  left  with  tlu'  respect,  beneiliction.  and  warm 
recommendation  of  its  renowned  principal,  the  late  Osgood  .b)hnson,  Fs(i." 
For  eight  years  he  wiis  a  successful  teacher  in  l»otli  ])nblic  and  piivate  schools. 
Then  he  entered  the  ministry  and  became  pastor  over  the  Iniversalist 
Chnich  and  I'arish  in  lloliislon.  Mass..  and  later  preached  in  Andover.  ;\Iass., 
and  in  Woodstock  anil  Hartlanil,  N't.  As  a  preacher  lie  was  t-U-.w  :inil  prac- 
tical and  as  a  p.astor  he  was  conscientious,  faithful,  and  devoted,  willing 
over  "  \o  spend  and  be  spent  "  in  the  service  of  his  pi'ople. 

.June  H,  1H42,  lie  was  married  to  Nancy  (>.  I"'uller,  daughter  of  .lohn  .ind 
Nancv  {'"uller,  of   Wrentli:ini.      .Mr.  I'"idlei-  was  of  a    prominent  f.-nnily  in  ihal 
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town,  and  through  his  mother  related  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Maxcv,  previously 
mentioned  in  this  book.  Mr.  Daggett  had  three  children,  only  one  of  whom 
is  living,  Cora  La  R.  Daggett.  His  mother's  death  occurring  in  1847,  he  at 
that  time  resigned  his  pastorate  in  Hartland  and  removed  to  Attleborough 
Falls,  where  he  continues  to  reside,  engaged  as  his  ancestors  were  "in 
the  successful  pursuit  of  agriculture."  Like  many  others  in  town,  he  has 
been  to  a  moderate  extent  in  public  life,  having  filled  the  offices  of  selectman, 
assessor,  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  town  clerk  several  times,  and  served  often 
as  a  member  of  the  school  committee.  In  1851,  1852,  and  1853  he  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  Legislature.  As  a  member  of  that  body  "'  he  was 
a  friend  and  advocate  of  prohibition,  of  the  mechanics'  lien  law,  of  home- 
stead exemption,  of  the  secret  ballot,  in  fine,  of  all  enactments  calculated  to 
promote  home  rule,  free  votes,  and  honest  counts.  He  has  always  been 
true  to  temperance,  speaking  on  all  suitable  occasions  in  its  advocacy,  and 
living  in  the  practice  of  total  abstinence  from  all  intoxicants  for  more  than 
fifty  years  past."  While  he  has  never  had  a  regular  pastoral  charge  since 
returning  to  this  town  to  reside,  he  has  during  those  years  been  at  times  a 
frequent  preacher,  not  only  in  the  church  of  which  he  is  a  member,  but  in 
those  of  other  denominations. 

Mr.  Daggett  is  a  man  of  well-balanced  character,  one  whose  judgment 
may  safely  be  and  is  relied  on,  and  whose  actions  are  consistent  with  his 
high  principles.  1 

DEAN. 

Ephraim  Dean  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  town.  He  came 
here  from  Taunton  and  purchased  large  tracts  of  land  on  which  there  were 
valuable  water  privileges.  He  settled  in  what  is  still  from  him  called  Dean- 
town.  Tradition  says  that  his  first  day's  work  on  his  arrival  here  began  with 
the  felling  of  a  tree  ;  then,  strong  man  as  he  was,  he  cried  a  while  —  overcome 
for  the  moment  doubtless  by  the  loneliness  of  his  situation  ;  then  he  went  to 
work  to  build  his  camp  or  hut,  using  a  blanket  for  the  doorway  ;  and  finally, 
all  completed,  he  went  to  sleep.  The  next  morning  no  doubt  found  him 
refreshed  and  full  of  rencAved  courage,  ready  "to  face  the  situation."  He 
took  up  at  first  eighty  acres,  afterward  largely  increasing  this  amount,  until 
finally  he  became  possessed  of  about  four  hundred  acres  of  laud.  He  built 
the  mill  at  Deantown,  where  nails  were  manufactured  by  himself  and  his  sons. 
He  married  Martha  Balcomb,  a  woman  of  enterprise  as  he  was  a  man.  She 
was  well  fitted  to  assist  her  husband  in  his  pioneer  work  and  to  aid  him  in 
laying  the  foundation  for  his  subsequent  success.  They  had  four  children  : 
>Asa,  Ephraim,  Patty,  and  Sarah.  These  two  sous  remained  for  many  years 
on  the  spot  where  their  father  settled.     Ephraim  was  the  farmer  and  Asa 


1  Mr.  Daggett  died  January  10,  189-2,  and  Mrs.  Daggett,  January  19,  1892.    They  were  buried  at 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 
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the  mechanic.  He  was  a  wheehviight,  carriage-maker,  etc.,  aud  became 
a  leadiiiii  business  man  in  his  time.  He  was  born  here  in  17.50.  He 
was  married  twice.  His  tirst  wife  was  Pliebe  Wilmartli,  by  whom  he 
had  six  children,  aud  the  second  was  Chloe  Bourn,  by  whom  he  had  seven 

children. 

Lyman  Washington  Dean,  one  of  these  seven,  was  born  February  22, 
1805,  hence  his  middle  name.  His  father  died  December  25,  1815,  when  he 
was  not  quite  eleven  years  of  age,  leaving  a  large  property,  consisting,  how- 
ever, chiefly  of  rather  unproductive  real  estate,  the  care  of  which  and  of 
four  children  devolved  upon  the  mother.  Mr.  Dean  remained  on  the  farm 
for  about  six  years  after  his  father's  death,  and  then  his  mother  removed  to 
a  factory  village  near, — probably  the  Farmers,  —  where  two  of  the  family 
found  employment.  He  himself  worked  in  the  mill  for  eighteen  months  as 
a  nude-spinner,  which  was  then  a  more  honorable  position  than  it  is  now. 
Although  he  was  under  age  he  was  allowed  to  act  for  himself,  and  he  had  the 
disposal  of  the  money  he  earned.  He  has  said  himself  that  he  failed  to 
make  proper  use  of  the  educational  advantages  he  might  have  had  as  a  bo}', 
and  as  he  advanced  in  life  he  felt  the  consequences  of  this  neglect ;  but  he  set 
himself  to  work  to  rectify  as  far  as  possible  what  he  called  the  mistake  of 
his  youth.  Foi-  one  year  he  followed  a  varied  course  of  study,  first  in  a 
common  school  and  later  in  the  "Wrentham  Academy,  and  such  was  his 
natural  ability  for  real  study  and  his  aptitude  to  learn  that  in  this  short  time 
his  success  was  particularly  marked,  and  on  leaving  the  academy  he  had  a 
recommendation  to  teach  Englisli  liranches  in  the  common-school  course.  He 
began  teaching  in  Rehol)oth.  where  he  satisfied  those  who  employed  him  ;  but 
soon  after  his  mother  returned  to  the  old  fnnn  and  lie  gave  up  iiis  situation 
to  l»efome  its  manager  for  her.  From  that  time  for  some  years,  until  18.'35, 
he  worked  at  farming  during  the  summer  and  taught  during  the  winter 
mouths  in  this  town,  Taunton,  Canton,  and  Dedhani.  in  all  places  giving 
satisfaction. 

He  married  .Maryette  Ingraham,  daughter  of  F/ra  and  l">loisa  Hichardson 
Ingraham,  of  this  town,  on  April  8,  ISvj;^.  Mrs.  Dean  was  born  here  .May  ',\\ . 
1807.  Their  chiMren  were  Henry  L.,  born  April  17,  l.S.'il,  dii-d  July  ;>,  is57; 
Frank,  born  December  2!),  18^57;  S<'bra  Ingraham,  born  November  1,  \x\\). 
died  November  24,  184!).  Henry  left  one  daughter,  Mary  W..  who  lived 
with  her  grandparents  until  she  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  she  difd. 

Mr.  Dean  was  as  a  young  man  an  earnest  supporter  of  temperance  princi- 
ples. In  18.'i5  the  ])roprietors  of  a  temperance  hotel  in  Ivi^t  Attleborough. 
knowing  the  position  he  maintained  on  that  question,  llioiigh  j)roItai)ly  in 
some  degree  influenced  by  their  knoAvledge  of  Mrs.  Dean's  abilities  for 
managing  domestic  dcl:dls,  olTcred  the  charge  of  their  hotel  to  him,  which  he 
accepted.  Two  years  later,  in  IM.!/,  l»y  a  fre.ak  of  fortune,  it  is  sai<l,  he  was 
enabled  to  pni<'liase  tiiat  even  tlicii  \;iIii:i1pIc  property.      During  the  same  year 
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he  took  charge  of  the  postofflce,  which  he  held  for  twentv-four  years  with 
the  exception  of  a  short  period.  For  thirteen  years  he  was  agent  at  the 
raih-oad  station.  ''  Up  to  1850,  Mr.  Dean  continued  to  fill  his  offices  of  host, 
station  agent  and  keeper  of  the  postoffice,"  in  which  year  he  was  removed 
from  the  latter  office,  though  to  the  regret  and  against  the  remonstrances  of 
many  of  his  fellow-townsmen.  The  office  at  that  time  was  worth  about  three 
hundred  dollars  a  year.  About  this  time  he  resigned  his  position  as  station- 
master  —  almost  a  necessity  in  view  of  the  variety  af  his  other  occupations, 
for  he  kept  a  livery  stable  in  connection  with  his  hotel  and  ran  a  line  of 
stages.  This  was  the  first  line  of  stages  established  here  and  ran  "  eight 
miles  from  the  railroad  station." 

He  was  for  fifteen  years  a  director  of  the  bank,  and  he  held  the  office  of  a 
notary  public  for  some  time.  This  was  an  unsolicited  appointment  which  he 
received  from  Governor  Briggs,  and  coming  thus  from  his  opposing  political 
party  was  complimentary  to  him  as  a  citizen.  Various  local  public  offices 
were  from  time  to  time  tendered  him  which  he  declined  to  accept.  In  1848 
he  was  for  the  first  time  nominated  for  State  Senator,  but  at  that  period 
politics  were  much  divided  and  his  election  was  not  secured.  The  followino- 
year  he  was  nominated  again  and  refused  to  accept,  but  when  in  1850  he  was 
nominated  for  the  third  time  he  was  elected.  In  1851-52  he  was  Sheriff  of 
Bristol  County  under  Governor  Boutwell.  He  held  the  office  of  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  over  thirty  years  ;  that  of  a  collector  of  internal  revenue  for 
a  number  of  years  ;  and  for  some  time  he  has  been  a  collector  of  pensions  and 
bounties,  which  duties  he  still  attends  to.  He  was  formerly  a  Democrat,  but 
known  as  one  "of  the  most  liberal  stamp"  and  one  never  "ashamed  or 
afraid  to  utter  his  sentiments  in  behalf  of  his  party  tenets."  In  1860,  how- 
ever, he  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  since  that  time  has  identified  himself 
with  the  Republican  part3^  though  continuing  to  "  maintain  the  same  general 
principles  he  always  advocated  "  and  holding  "  that  the  Democratic  party  has 
left  him,  not  he  the  party."  He  was  very  active  in  all  "  war  work."  He 
made  man}'  a  stirring  speech  in  the  "  war  meetings,"  rousing  in  others  some- 
thing of  his  own  enthusiasm  ;  he  urged  forward  all  patriotic  measures  adopted 
by  the  town  and  performed  a  creditable  share  in  the  work  accomplished  by 
our  loyal  citizens.  He  has  been  one  of  our  prominent  public  speakers.  He 
always  had  reasons  for  holding  the  opinions  he  adopted  ;  his  arguments  were 
good,  and  if  he  spoke  at  all  upon  any  question,  it  was  because  he  had  some- 
thing to  say,  and  he  said  it  plainly  and  vigorously.  Mrs.  Dean  was  also  very 
active  in  work  for  our  soldiers  of  the  Civil  AVar,  and  she  was  long  known  in 
her  village  for  her  good  works  among  the  needy  and  sorrowing.  "  Aunty 
Dean's  "  words  of  comfort  and  cheer,  joined  always  with  deeds  of  kindness, 
will  yet  long  be  remembered  by  their  recipients.  Advancing  yeai's  and 
broken  health  have  now  compelled  them  to  relinquish  their  public  duties,  but 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dean  are  able  to  look  back  over  many  years  of  useful 
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activitv  and  can  feel  tlmt  their  lives  liave  not  beeu  passed  without  good  results 
iu  their  coniinunily  and  town.' 

Gkouge  Asa  Uean  is  also  a  descendant  of  Ephraira  the  pioneer.  His 
Grandfather  was  Asa  "  the  mechanic."  His  father  was  also  named  Asa  and 
his  mother  was  Lucy  Head,  of  Seekonk.  They  had  three  children  :  Lncy, 
who  married  William  Carnes,  of  this  town ;  Chloe,  who  married  Deacon 
Atherlon  "Wales,  both  deceased  ;  and  George  A.,  who  was  horn  May  2,  18;^o. 
He  had  only  tlie  town's  cbmmon-school  advantages,  and  on  .January  1,  1857, 
when  not  quite  twenty-two.  he  entered  into  partnersliip  witli  four  gentlemen 
as  Everett,  Dean  &  Co.  iu  the  jewelry  Imsiness  at  East  Attleborough,  where 
he  has  since  continued.  This  firm,  now  (r.  A.  Dean  c^  Co..  has  iiail  many 
changes  and  Mr.  Dean  lias  been  for  some  time  the  only  original  niL'mber  left 
in  it. 

In  the  various  movements  during  more  recent  years  tending  toward  village 
and  town  improvement  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  —  in  their  favor;  but 
from  his  standpoint,  not  recognizing  division  in  any  present  or  future  aspect 
as  a  benefit,  he  strongly  opposed  that  measure.  At  the  organization  of  the 
Water  Supjily  District  he  was  elected  its  treasurer  and  held  the  otliee  for 
seven  years.  In  1877  he  served  a  term  as  a  representative  to  the  State 
Legislature.  He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  of 
the  Savings  and  Loan  Association.  He  is  also  vice-president  of  the  Attle- 
borough Savings  Bank  and  a  water  commissioner  of  the  Attleborough  Fire 
District — positions  which  in  themselves  show  the  standing  of  a  man  in  his 
community.  Mr.  Dean  also  lends  a  liberal  hand  to  good  works,  both  in  his 
church  and  outside  its  limits. 

April  15,  1857,  he  married  Bessie  B.  Richardson,  a  native  of  Maine. 
After  his  prosperity  was  assured  he  made  for  himself  a  Iteautifnl  liome.  He 
and  his  neighbor,  Mr.  Sturdy,  were  the  pioneers  in  liuilding  handsome 
modern  houses  on  South  Main  Street,  and  the  first  in  tiie  village  to  adopt  the 
then  somewhat  novel  (^ueen  Anne  style.  The  doors  of  this  attractive  house 
have  been  frequently  opened  for  the  entertainmcnl  of  a  large  circle  of 
friends,  with  a  generous  hos|)itality  made  oiiarming  by  the  coidial  greetings 
and  kiudiv  attentions  of  the  arfal»le  host  and  hostess.  There  have  never 
l)een  children  here,  Imt  it  is  an  especially  dcliglitriil  iilacc  I'ni-  little  pc(i|»le  to 
visit;  and  they  are  always  peculiarly  honored  guests,  eveiytliing  possilile 
bcintr  don(!  to  ministei-  to  their  pleasure  and   make  them   happy. 

Me.  I)can  is  fr((|Mcntly  cillrd  npun  to  preside  at  meetings,  is  often  made 
modenitor    of    town    meetings    ami    placed    upon    committees    involving    the 


'Mr.  I»enii  illeil  Ht  M"  rc«lilciire  on  Norlli  Mnln  stroct,  Mnrc.li  7,  ISitl.iiK*''!  cIkIiIv-j'Ix  year!*  niid 
twelve  (InvH.  No  Mpirflal  illttiMur  nitiickeil  liliii.  lie  had  beon  ^rowiiiK  iiiiiri-  iiinl  more  fcrlilr  for  a 
loiiK  time,  aii<l  fliinlly  the  lami>  of  life  Imriieil  out.  Mrs.  Dean  ijleil  I)c(!enilM>r  4,  isit'i,  at  tin-  nge  of 
clKl>ty-llve  ycari«,  M\  iiioiiIIih,  ami  a  few  (layn.  Her  Inierent  In  the  world  ahoiil  her  continued 
uoalmtcd,  and  her  ileeds  of  goodiie»H  and  charily  ceaxed  cnily  with  her  life. 


1.  Rei^lilence  of  Alliert  W.  Sturdy.  2.  Rosidence  of  George  Ar^a  Dean.  3.  Resi- 
dence of  James  J.  Horton.  4.  Residence  of  ^yilliara  H.  Smith.  5.  Residence  of 
John  C.  Cumminars.        6.   Residence  of  Damon  A.  White. 
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highest  matters  of  public  interest,  and  his  judgment  is  relied  on  in  the 
settlement  of  estates.  So  many  and  so  varied  duties  of  a  responsible  nature 
are  continually  being  placed  upon  him  that  he  has  come  to  be  a  very  busy 
man  in  work  for  private  individuals,  the  community,  and  the  town.  He 
never  seeks  preferment,  but  he  performs  all  his  duties,  whether  of  a  public 
or  a  private  nature,  quietly,  without  ostentation,  with  the  courtesy  inherent 
in  his  nature  and  the  dignity  becoming  his  character  and  position.  A 
conscientious  man  of  high  principles  and  strict  integrity  in  every  form  of 
dealing,  no  town  can  well  be  without  his  like  or  number  among  its  citizens 
too  many  such  upright,  Christian  gentlemen. 

Frank  S.  Draper  was  born  November  8,  1829,  the  son  of  Josiah  and 
Mandama  Everett  Draper,  ^yhen  eighteen  years  of  age  he  became  an 
apprentice  of  Tifft  &  "Whiting  to  learn  the  trade  of  jewelry  making,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  his  time  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Draper,  Tifft  & 
Co.,  at  Plainville.  There  was  a  prosperous  existence  of  ten  years'  length 
and  then  Mr.  Draper  sold  out  his  interest  to  his  partners  —  the  firm  name 
being  then  Draper,  Tifft  &  Bacon. 

In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Fort3^-seventh  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers, being  mustered  into  service  on  September  23  of  that  year  as  First 
Lieutenant  of  Company  C.  This  regiment  was  sent  to  New  Orleans  and  on 
August  4  of  the  following  year  Mr.  Draper  received  a  commission  as  Captain 
of  the  Second  Louisiana  Native  Guards.  Subsequently  he  served  on  General 
Banks'  staff,  and  did  good  service  in  every  position  he  occupied.  His  serv- 
ices to  his  country  as  a  soldier  ended  only  with  the  close  of  the  war,  when 
he  returned  to  his  native  village.  North  Attleborough.  About  1866  he 
associated  with  F.  G.  Fate  and  F.  S.  Bailey,  as  manufacturing  jewelers, 
under  the  name  of  Draper,  Pate  &  Bailey.  The  business  had  greatly 
increased  in  1875,  at  which  time  Mr.  Pate  withdrew  and  the  other  partners 
continued  as  F.  S.  Draper  &  Co.  In  September  of  that  year  the  firm  was 
burned  out,  but  Mr.  Draper  was  too  energetic  to  allow  himself  to  be  discour- 
aged by  such  an  experience  and  immediately  began  plans  for  the  future. 
He  soon  purchased  the  shop  which  with  some  changes  and  additions  he 
occupied  till  his  death.  In  1877  he  bought  Mr.  Bailey's  interest  in  the 
business  and  continued  alone,  though  he  retained  the  last  firm  name. 

In  1851  he  married  Harriet  E.  Robinson,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons  — 
Josiah  E.,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Draper  &  Franklin,  and  Frank  E.,  a 
physician.  Mr.  Draper  was  actively  interested  in  the  formation  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Attleborough  and  was  one  of  its  directors  at  the  time  of 
■his  death;  in  1877  he  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  Attleborough 
Savings  Bank,  and  retained  the  office  as  long  as  he  lived  ;  for  a  number  of 
years  he  was  treasurer  of  the  North  Attleborough  Fire  District,  and  about 
1885  was  selected  as  one  of  the  water  commissioners.  He  was  a  liberal 
promoter  of  the  work  of  the   First  Universalist  Church  and  Society.     He 
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was  a  niember  of  Bristol  Lodiie  of  F.  and  A.  AT.  and  of  Keystone 
Chapter  at  Foxliorouiih ;  lie  was  a  Kniuht  Templar  in  Holy  Sepulchre 
Coniinandery  of  Pawtueket,  and  was  one  of  the  charter  nieuihers  of  Bristol 
Coniniandeiy.  He  was  always  actively  engaged  in  town  affairs,  took  part  in 
pnl>lie  meetings,  and  did  what  lay  in  his  power  to  advance  all  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  town.  'I'lie  labor  question  was  one  which  also  excited  his  interest 
and  attention,  and  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Knights  of  Labor 
organization.  In  this  organization  he  was  decidedly  popular,  and  his  death 
called  forth  very  general  expressions  of  sympathy  and  regret  from  the 
working  people. 

Mr.  Draper  died  August  15,  1886.  The  funeral  was  attended  at  his  late 
residence  and  conducted  by  Rev.  W.  F.  Potter  and  Rev.  Mr.  Alden,  the 
latter  a  personal  friend.  He  was  buried  at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  b}'  the 
Masonic  order.  One  says  of  him:  "Mr.  Draper  was  a  man  of  marked 
individuality,  was  deeply  interested  in  public  affairs,  and  was  very  sympa- 
thetic with  the  poor  and  unfortunate.  He  performed  many  unostentatious 
kindnesses,  many  hitherto  untold  acts  of  quiet  charitN',  which  iiave  caused  him 
to  be  remembered  with  gratitude  by  the  recipients  of  his  thoughtfulness. 
The  spontaneous  expressions  of  sympatliy  during  his  illness,  and  the  general 
reo-ret  at  his  death,  are  a  strong  testimonial  of  his  hold  upon  those  around 
him." 

FISHER. 

Joseph  Fisher,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  accounts  of  the  Old  Colony  bound- 
aries, was  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  in  1(164  to  run  a  line  between 
Plymouth  and  Massachusetts  colonies.  Richard  and  Samuel,  sup|)osed  to  be 
his  sons,  ''came  to  Wrenthani  from  Salem  al)()iit  or  prior  to  1700."  Richard 
had  two  children,  of  whom  Sanmel  was  the  oldest  and  the  only  son.  He 
''  was  a  stonecutter  by  trade,  was  a  captain  of  militia  in  the  Revolution, 
being  called  to  the  field  while  attending  church  with  his  company."  He  was 
born  in  17:52  and  diefl  in  1816  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  He  had  five  chil- 
dren, of  wliom  Samuel  was  the  oldest,  was  a  stonemason,  "  and  like  his 
father,  was  a  diligent,  hard  working  man  of  hoiiesly  and  thiift."  Tiiey  were 
the  Samuel  Fisher  &  Sf)n  who  made  tlie  Angle  Tree  inoiinnieiit  erected  in 
1700  on  the  line  Itetwecn  lhi>  town  and  Wnjiithain.  This  Samuel  third 
married  Olive  Ellis,  daughter  of  Captain  .labcz  Fllis  frt'ipiently  mentioned 
in  the  early  part  of  this  town's  jiistory.  Both  were  victims  of  the  terrible 
plague  of  1H16,  when  so  many  people  of  this  vicinity  (bid.  Tlicy  had  nine 
cliildrcn. 

Samiei-  p.  Fimii-.k  was  the  third  child  and  second  son.  He  was  boin  in 
Wrenthani,  August  I.  i7!t."i.  He  attendecl  the  connnon  schools,  whf)se 
advantages  were  then  very  limited,  "ami  learned  the  blacksmitirs  trade  <jf 
Enoch  Arnold,  iiixler  tlic   old    system   of   apprcnticesliip."      in    l^lS    lie   cam»^ 


HISTORY   OF  ATTLEBOBOUGH.  535 

to  this  towu  and  commenced  plying  bis  trade  "  in  a  shop  near  Hatch's 
tavern."  His  first  wife  was  Charlotte,  daughter  of  Othniel  and  Chloe 
Blackinton,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  who  died.  She  died  in  1832.  and 
in  the  following  year  Mr.  Fisher  mariied  Susan  G.,  the  daughter  of  George 
and  Judith  Guild  Blackinton,  by  whom  he  had  five  children — William  W. ; 
Carrie  A.,  Mrs.  H.  S.  Somes;  Samuel  E.  ;  Charles  E.  ;  and  Mary  E.,  Mrs. 
T.  E.  Sloaue,  of  Brooklyn.  Mr.  Fisher's  blacksmith-shop  ''was  one  of  the 
old  landmarks,  and  in  stage-coach  times  was  a  common  stopping-place,  and 
the  only  place  of  the  kind  in  this  part  of  Attleborough."  For  thirty -three 
years  he  carried  on  this  business  and  then  relinquished  it  to  take  up  that  of 
real  estate  and  at  the  same  time  to  occupy  himself  with  his  farm.  "  He 
was  a  man  of  strong  convictions  and  fixed  principles,"  but  yielded  to  others 
when  he  became  satisfied  that  he  held  wrong  opinions.  He  belonged  to  the 
"  old  line  Whig  party,"  and  afterward  became  a  Republican.  He  was  an 
active  and  consistent  temperance  man  and  inclined  toward  Universalisra, 
though  he  never  became  a  church  member.  "  He  was  a  kind  husband  and 
father,  and  did  for  his  children  all  that  his  means  would  allow.  He  was  an 
honest  man,  much  respected  by  his  acquaintances,  and  straightforward  in 
everything."     His  death  occurred  January  6,  1863,  at  the  age  of  sixtv-seven. 

William  W.  Fisher  is  the  oldest  son  of  the  above  by  his  second  wife. 
He  was  born  July  19,  1834.  He  attended  the  common  schools,  and  then 
"learned  the  jewelers'  trade,"  later  taking  up  that  business,  which  he  has 
continued  ever  since,  two  years  only  excepted,  those  being  passed  in  work  at 
the  Springfield  Armory.  December  22,  1859,  he  was  married  to  Nettie, 
daughter  of  William  B.  Filcher,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  who  died  in  1863.  In  1870 
he  married  Lizzie  E.,  daughter  of  George  Miller,  of  Easthampton,  L.  I.,  by 
whom  he  has  had  two  children  —  Mattie  L.  and  Susie  M.  Mr.  Fisher  is  a 
member  of  Hampden  Lodge  of  F.  and  A.  M.  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  of  the 
Massachusetts  Charitable  Association,  and  one  of  the  firm  of  S.  E.  Fisher 
&  Co.,  of  North  Attleborough. 

Samuel  E.  Fisher,  the  second  son,  was  born  November  9,  1839.  After 
going  through  the  town  common  schools  he  attended  the  Green  Mountain 
Liberal  Institute  at  Woodstock,  Vt.  His  first  occupation  was  that  of  clerk 
for  T.  A.  Barden,  which  he  continued  for  five  years.  "  During  the  Rebellion 
he  was  employed  by  the  United  States  government  as  clerk  in  quartermaster 
and  commissary  departments  in  Virginia  and  Texas."  In  1869  he  became 
clerk  in  the  New  York  office  of  H.  F.  Barrows  &  Co.,  remaining  five  years, 
when  he  commenced  business  for  himself  in  his  native  village.  In  this  he 
has  been  successful.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1872,  was  Georgie  S.,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  Clark,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.  Mr.  Fisher  is  a  member 
of  British  Lodge  F.  and  A.  M.  at  North  Attleborough,  and  of  King  Hiram 
Chapter  at  Attleborough. 
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tTnAULEj;  EvERKTT  FiSHER  IS  the  third  and  youngest  sou  and  was  born 
January  7,  1842.  He  was  educated  in  the  town  schools  and  at  the  Providence 
Conference  vSeniinarv  at  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  He  had  Vteen  in  ])usiness 
about  two  years  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  he  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
Seventh  Regiment,  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  served  three  years 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  after  his  discharge  was  employed  by  the 
"iVar  Department  in  various  positions  for  four  years.  Then  he  received  an 
■appointment  as  an  internal  revenue  officer  in  ^'i^i2:inia.  This  position  he 
resigned  in  1870  and  the  War  Department  gave  him  another  in  the  quarter- 
master's department  in  Arizona.  Four  years  later  he  was  em[)loyed  in  the 
same  capacity  in  Washington.  D.  C.  and  continued  there  until  1882.  Upon 
-i-esigning  this  latter  position  he  went  to  Wyoming  Territory  and  became 
dnterested  in  the  business  of  cattle-raising,  in  w'hich  he  is  still  engaged.  On 
November  7,  1876,  he  married  Mrs.  Hattie  F.  Pierson,  daughter  of  J.  Q.  A. 
Tresize,  of  Philadelphia.  He  is  president  of  the  Manhattan  Cattle  Company, 
formed  in  Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 

Charles  E.  Ha\"\vaud  was  the  son  of  Captain  Abrahani  Ilayward.  who 
followed  the  seas  for  at^least  thirty  years.  He  was  captain  of  a  privateer 
during  the  War  of  1812  and  a  thorough  hater  of  the  English.  The  captain's 
father  was  Abraham  Hay  ward,  a  resident  of  Boston,  a  clerk  of  old  King's 
Chapel  there,  beneath  which  ancient  building  he  is  buried.  Captain  Hay- 
ward  became  a  resident  of  this  town  and  he  married  Mariette  Daggett, 
"by  whom  lie  liad  seven  children.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at 
North  Attleborough,  August  28,  1S21.  He  had  nothing  but  the  common- 
.school  education  of  his  day,  and  when  seventeen  years  old  became  an 
apprentice  to  the  firm  of  Tifft  &  Whiting,  remnining  with  it  for  live  years. 
For  the  two  or  three  years  sul)sequent  to  the  close  of  his  apprenticeship  he 
worked  as  a  journeyman,  for  two  or  three  more  for  himself  in  his  native 
village  in  manufacturing  gold  settings,  and  tiien  he  removed  to  tiie  east  pait 
of  the  town. 

Here  he  formed  a  partMei>liip  witii  seveial  gentlemen,  under  the  firm  name 
•of  Thompson,  Hayward  iN:  Co.  They  manufactuied  tirst  at  the  .Mechanics, 
hut  soon  moved  to  more  suitable  (pnirters  in  the  East  village  itself.  'I'iiis 
firm  continued  but  four  years,  though  in  tiiat  time  they  established  a  good 
repntatJ«^)n  and  had  a  prolilnlile  trade.  Mr.  Hayward  tiieii  formed  the 
|)artnership  witli  his  lirother-in-law,  Mr.  .lonathan  Hriggs,  which  continued 
for  thirty  years,  the  firm  becoming  very  successful  and  maintaining  always 
the  most  honorai)le  re])Utation.  In  July,  18.s."),  it  was  dissolved  and  Mr. 
Hayward's  Htm  entered  business  with  his  father,  under  liie  name  of  C.  K. 
Hayward  &  Co.  Heing  one  of  tlie  pioneers  in  jewelry  in  this  part  of  the 
town  and  continuing  in  it  through  so  long  a  period,  it  may  rt'adily  be  seen 
that  members  of  nearly  all  the  linns  of  East  Attleborough  have  been 
employed   ]>y  him   in  some  capacity.      In    1807   he  became  one   of  the  four 


HTSTOBY   OF  ATTLEBOBOUGH.  537 

founders  of  the  New  York  Watch  Company  of  Providence,  which  was 
subsequently  removed  to  Springfield,  this  State. 

Mr.  Hayward  took  a  great  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  stock-raising,  fruit-growing,  etc.,  and  was  one  of  the  prime  movers 
in  organizing  the  Attleborough  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Association.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  trustees  and  the  second  president  of  the  society.  He  was 
elected  to  that  office,  November  3,  1877,  and  he  proved  to  be  so  well  fitted 
for  the  position  and  performed  its  duties  so  acceptabh^  that  though  for 
several  3'ears  he  presented  his  resignation  and  announced  his  refusal  of  a 
reelection,  the  society  would  not  listen  to  the  one  or  accept  the  other,  and  he 
remained  in  the  office  until  his  death.  Public  offices  of  any  kind  were  never 
desired  by  him,  though  he  could  have  had  all  in  the  gift  of  his  townsmen 
had  he  shown  the  inclination  to  accept  them.  If  any  were  thrust  upon  him, 
he  quietly  accepted  and  did  the  required  work  well,  as  the  success  of  the 
town  fairs  for  years  testified,  a  success  largely  due  to  his  wise  forethought 
and  good  judgment  in  arrangement  and  management.  He  was  a  highly 
esteemed  member  of  Orient  Lodge,  No.  107,  and  of  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
vice-president  and  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Attleborough, 
director  in  the  Attleborough  Graslight  Company,  and  a  member  of  Woodlawu 
Cemetery  Association. 

On  June  14,  1854,  he  married  Charlotte  E.,  daughter  of  George  and 
Eliza  Wheelwright,  of  Boston,  who  survives  him.^  They  had  two  children: 
Floi-ence  M.,  Mrs.  J.  Lyman  Sweet,  and  Walter  E.,  both  residents  of  this 
town.  Mr.  Hayward  was  brought  up  in  the  faith  of  the  Uuiversalist  Chui-ch 
and  was  a  firm  adherent  of  its  principles  and  beliefs,  though  without  a  shade 
of  bigotry,  as  his  liberality  toward  other  denominations  proves.  "  While 
professing  very  little  religion,  he  practiced  a  great  deal  of  it,  and  in  a  manner 
to  win  the  regard  of  all  Christians,  Catholic  as  well  as  Protestant."  He  was 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Murray  Uuiversalist  Parish  and  one  of  the  leaders 
in  the  movement  to  establish  a  church  of  that  denomination  in  this  part  of 
the  town.  He  gave  of  time  and  means  unsparingly  to  attain  its  success 
and  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  society,  and  he  occupied  a  place  in  it 
which  cannot  soon  be  filled.  He  was  a  stanch  believer  in  temperance  and  a 
warm  advocate  of  its  cause. 

He  was  never  a  i-obust  man,  and  for  many  years  suffered  sev^erely  at  times 
from  asthma.  This  had  increased  as  he  grew  older,  and  in  the  hope  that 
a  milder  climate  might  bring  some  relief  he  started  during  the  autumn 
previous  to  his  death  for  California.  He  stayed  there  about  five  months, 
but  received  no  real  benefit,  rather  the  reverse  ;  and  when  he  finally  started 
for  home  health  and  strength  were  much  reduced.  His  condition  was  not 
considered  imminently  serious  until,  after  taking  a  severe  cold  from  exposure 
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on  the  way,  he  became  alaiiningh'  ill  aiul  it  was  feared  by  the  friciulis  accom- 
pauvins:  him  that  he  could  not  survive  to  reach  the  journey's  end.  Where 
possible,  medical  attendance  was  obtained,  but  doubtless  it  was  the  quiet 
but  none  the  less  resolute  determination  of  the  man  himself  that  kept  the 
feeble  flame  buruiuir  in  iiis  lamp  of  life  until  home  was  reached  and  the  care 
which  had  rested  heavily  upon  him  uninterruptedly  for  so  many  long  years 
could  be  transferred  to  others.  This  done,  the  failing  strength  refused  to 
rally  ajrain  and  the  llame  l)urned  (|uickly  out.  Friends  *•  had  i)laiine(l  to 
wive  3[r.  Haywartl  a  grand  welcome  "  on  his  return,  but  instead,  in  a  few 
days  they  gathered  to  pay  the  last  earthly  honors  to  his  lifeless  form.  He 
died  May  4,  188G,  the  upright  man.  the  kind  friend,  the  valuable  citizen,  the 
devoted  husband,  the  loving  father,  the  consistent  Christian.  The  funeral 
was  attended  at  his  late  residence,  shops  were  closed,  and  business  in  the 
village  was  generally  suspended  while  its  people  gathered  together  in  throngs 
to  show  their  sympathy  and  respect.  His  own  pastor,  the  pastor  of  the  First 
Universalist  Church,  and  Kev.  Mr.  lUman,  a  former  pastor,  joined  in 
conducting  the  sad  services.  All  the  organizations  of  wliich  he  was  a 
member  were  represented,  and  the  members  followed  him  to  his  last  resting- 
place  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  where  •'  all  that  was  mortal  of  one  of  the 
kindest  and  best  men  Attleboro'  has  known,  was  forever  hid  from  sight." 

A  few  extracts  from  the  resolutions  passed  upon  his  death  are  here 
given  :  — 

Besolved:  That  the  Attleljorough  Farmers  &  Mechauics  Association  recoifiiize  with  irraleful 
pleasure  Mr.  Hay  ward's  eminent  and  faithful  services  in  its  behalf,  and  to  the  varied  iiulustries 
of  this  his  native  town. 

Iies<jloed:  Tliat  in  the  loss  of  an  associate  so  uprii^ht,  so  genial,  so  helpful  and  so  careful  for 
others,  we,  the  members  of  this  Association,  all  feel  a  deep  sense  of  personal  bereavement. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  First  National  Bank  the  following  was  adopted  :  — 

Whereas,  In  the  Providence  of  God,  death  has  removeil  from  our  Board  of  Directors,  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Ilayvvard,  whose  membership  commenced  with  the  organization  of  the  bank, 
therefore 

Ukhoi.vkI),  That  we  desire  to  put  upon  record  our  appreciation  of  Mr.  Maywanl.  and  tiiat 
we  deeply  feel  his  loss.  In  our  long  intercourse  with  him,  not  only  as  Director,  but  al>o  a>  a 
citizen,  he  won  by  uidform  courtesy  and  gentlemanly  bearing  our  highest  esteem.  Pure  in  life 
and  honorable  to  the  highest  degree,  gentle  and  Hympalhetic  in  his  nature,  he  made  fast  frienda 
with  all  who  knew  him. 

In  Mpinnrinm. 

Whereas.  (Jod  in  his  intiiiite  wi«di>m  and  always  wise  (alliiou.:h  t<>  us  myst(.ri(iu>)  providence, 
has  removed  by  death  our  lieloved  employer,  Charles  E.  Ilayvvard.  we,  his  employees,  would 
hereby  publicly  express  our  deep  grief  for  the  great  loss  which  we  have  imlividwally  sutlered 
bv  reason  of  his  <leatli.  We  feel  that  we  have  not  only  lost  a  beloved  employer,  but  an  individ- 
ual frien<l,  one  who  was  ever  mindful  of  our  wants,  ever  ready  to  give  us  a<lvice  and  counsel 
when  needed,  and  whose  liberal  haml  was  ever  reaily  to  lighten  the  Imrdens  of  life  when  they 
were  weighing  Jieavily  ujion  us.  He  was  a  kinti  employer,  a  true  friend,  and  an  honest  man; 
and  the  memory  of  his  goodness  and  virtues  will  be  with  u-  as  a  pleji>.int  remeinbrMn<f  to  the 

end  of  life. 

Signed, 

TIm^  EmployOs  of  ('.  E.  Ilayward  ,t  Co. 
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It  had  been  a  j^leasant  custom  with  Mr.  Hayward  for  some  years  to  provide  cooling  refresh- 
ments for  the  Grand  Army  on  Memorial  Day,  and  they  always  made  a  halt  at  his  residence  to 
accept  this  grateful  attention.  In  remembrance  of  this  courtesy  the  following  was  placed 
among  the  Memorial  Day  General  Orders  for  1886 :  — 

In  recognition  of  the  kindly  interest  ever  shown  in  the  welfare  of  this  Post,  by  our  late  fellow 
citizen  Charles  E.  Hayward,  and  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  his  memory,  it  is  hereby  ordered  that 
while  passing  his  late  residence,  on  Memorial  Day,  the  band  shall  play  a  dirge,  and  the  colors  be 

dipped.    By  order, 

E.  D.  Guild,  Commander. 
T.  H.  Annable,  Post  Adjutant. 

This  same  custom  has  been  remembered  on  both  the  Memorial  Day  anniversaries  since  the 
father's  death,  and  been  carried  out  by  the  thoughtful  son. 

Mr.  Hayward  was  a  luau  who  attended  to  his  own  affairs  and  never 
meddled  with  those  of  others  ;  but  if  his  advice  and  counsel  were  asked,  they 
were  freely  given,  and  probably  no  one  in  town  was  oftener  thus  sought  than  he. 
As  he  was  quiet  and  unassuming  in  his  words  and  ways,  so  he  was  in  his 
deeds  —  his  life  was  full  of  unobtrusive  acts  of  kindness  and  helpful  charity, 
many  of  which  became  known  only  when  he  was  dead.  The  following 
extracts  are  taken  here  and  there  from  the  many  sincere  tributes  paid  to 
him  soon  after  his  death :  — 

He  was  universally  respected,  of  sterling  worth,  of  strict  integrity,  of  pure  ideas,  of  gentle 
yet  active  influence.  Without  any  undue  exertion  in  his  life  work  he  made  a  healthful  impres- 
sion on  the  community,  and  in  the  afl'airs  to  which  he  lent  his  aid.  With  no  events  of  great 
prominence  in  his  history,  he  maintained  such  an  even  disposition,  such  a  faithful  performance 
of  his  various  duties,  such  an  open  nature  towards  his  fellow-men,  he  performed  so  many  little 
kindnesses  and  so  many  helpful  deeds,  that  all  feel  his  was  a  well  rounded  life,  and  that  every 
one  has  lost  a  friend. 

"In  all  respects."  says  another.  ''  he  was  a  model  man,  and  his  death  is  universally  regarded 
as  the  greatest  personal  loss  his  town  could  experience."  Again.  — "In  the  death  of  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Hayward,  Attleborough  loses  one  of  its  most  prominent  and  exemplary  citizens. 
He  was  a  man  of  spotless  integrity,  fair  and  candid  in  his  judgments,  generous  and  charitable 
toward  all.  His  death  will  fall  heavily  upon  his  bereaved  family,  the  organizations  with  which 
he  was  connected,  and  heavily  too,  in  homes  of  poverty  which  his  quiet  and  unobtrusive 
charity  had  ofttimes  brightened.  His  influence  will  remain  a  constant  reproof  to  the  cheap 
ostentation  and  cjuestionable  business  methods  too  prevalent  in  our  times." 

Justly  entitled  to  the  strong  testimonials  to  his  worth  and  strength  of  character,  the  peculiar 
feature  of  his  nature  was  the  manner  in  which  he  made  every  one  feel  that  he  entered  sympa- 
thetically into  his  thoughts  and  needs  and  plans.  Never  obtruding  counsel  but  always  willingly 
and  kindly  giving  it,  never  pushing  for  self-advantage  but  always  ready  to  do  his  part,  he  made 
his  influence  more  personal  than  that  of  almost  any  other  man  among  us.  His  success  in  life, 
the  result  of  frugal  and  Industrious  habits,  should  be  a  lesson  to  all  young  men  looking  eagerly 
forward  to  unacquired  future  prosperity.  His  purity  of  life  and  gentle  ways  show  what  force 
there  may  be  in  quiet  assertion  of  manly  dignity,  and  earnestness  of  purpose.  He  was  not 
perfect  for  he  was  human,  yet  but  few  men  exhibit  so  little  of  the  weakness  and  failings  of 
humanity  as  he.  while  such  devotion  as  he  manifested  to  the  duties  and  trials  that  devolved 
upon  him  is  rarely  seen.  ^Vere  he  able  to  speak,  he  would  deprecate  with  modesty  the  praise 
that  Is  bestowed  upon  him.  But  gone  forever  from  mortal  sight,  it  is  simple  justice  to  pay  the 
trilnites  of  respect  and  affection  which  are  being  wreathed  about  his  memory. 

One  who  knew  him  most  intimately  says:  — 

"  His  disposition  was  very  even,  and  I  never  remember  that  he  was  cross  or  nervous,  amid  all 
his  perplexities,  even  when  his  children  tried  him  in  the  various  aggravating  ways  common  to 
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cliililliootl;  ami  after  that  period  lie  seemed  more  i  loinpaiiion  to  them  than  a  parent.  His  life 
was  a  busy  one  and  full  of  eare  from  the  time  that  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  —  for  he  always 
did  a  ^rreat  deal  for  hotn  relatives  and  friends.  His  success  was  dne  to  industry,  and  to  niechan" 
ical  skill,  of  which  he  po«isessed  a  i^oodly  share.  The  decline  of  his  fortunes  was  owin^'  to  his 
bavinfi  so  many  friend>  to  whom  he  never  refused  aid  when  they  solicited.  His  life  was  one 
of  many  cares  and  few  enjoyments,  and  I  am  well  convinced  that  care  rather  than  disease 
caused  his  death."  Another,  who  knew  him  well  from  his  youthful  days  to  the  end  of  his  life, 
paiti  not  long  since  a  !)eautiful  tribute  to  his  domestic  character.  In  speaking  of  a  well-known 
publication  the  person  said:  •' I  sometimes  think  I  too  would  like  from  my  own  exi)erience 
to  write  a  book  called  •  Household  Saints.'  1  have  known  al>out  six  in  my  life,  and  one  of  them 
was  Charles  E.  Ilayward." 

Mr.  Havwiird's  was  indeed  a  life  of  rare  iinscllisliness.  and  like  the  Master 
•*  he  went  about  doing  *i"ood."  But,  aftiT  .suniuiin<j;  up  all  he  aeoouiplished, 
his  manifold  kind  acts,  his  public  and  private  libi-rality,  iiis  imsiuess  reputa- 
tion, his  financial  piosperity,  his  high  position  in  the  community  and  the 
town,  and  his  equally  high  standing  wherever  he  was  known,  it  remains  to  be 
said  that  the  most  remarkable  feature  of  his  whole  life,  that  which  portrays 
most  clearly  the  greatest  element  in  his  character,  his  real  pure,  unselfish- 
ness, was  his  patient,  cheerful,  unceasing,  unwearied  devotion  through  twenty- 
five  years  to  his  wife,  a  hopeless  invalid.  Less  he  n)ight  have  done,  and  yet 
have  done  his  whole  duty  ;  more  he  could  not  have  done,  for  at  last  he  gave 
his  life.     A  generation  numbers  few  such  men  as  he. 

IIOLJIAX. 

This  famiW  is  of  AVelsh  origin,  the  founders  in  this  country  being  two 
brothers,  who  came  with  their  family  from  Wales  to  the  Bermuda  Islands  in 
1670.  and  were  there  later  seized  l)y  a  pressgang.  (These  gangs  were 
squads  of  men  who  went  from  place  to  place  and  by  force  put  men  and  boys 
on  board  English  vessels,  where  they  were  compelled  to  serve  the  English 
government.)  Their  ship  being  at  one  time  near  Newlunyport,  Mass.,  these 
brothers,  Solomon  and  John,  managed  to  escaju',  and  so  renounced  British 

rule.      Solomon   settled   in   Xewlxiry,  tiiis  State,  "  married   Miss  of  old 

York,  and  hail  foui'  sons  and  three  daughters."  He  and  his  f.-imily  were 
among  the  original  proprietors  of  that  town.  Kdward  was  his  second  son. 
and  he  married  Hannah  Kmory,  of  Newbury.  Tiu'y  had  eleven  children,  six 
sons  and  five  daughters.  Of  these  sons  David  was  tht-  third,  and  he  mairied 
Lucy  Timrston,  of  Uxbridge,  >Liss.  Fie  ap|)ears  to  have  settled  in  the 
adj(»ining  town  of  Sutton,  in  that  part  now  known  as  .MilUiury,  and  lifre 
some  at  least  of  his  twelve  children  were  born.  Xatlian  was  tiu"  third  son 
in  tliis  family,  the  first  of  tiie  name  in  this  town,  to  wiiidi  lie  cauie  as  pastor 
of  the  Second  ('ongregational  Church,  and  is  nH-iitioiuil  in  the  preceiling 
account  of  that  rhurch  and  society.  Ih*  married  Lettirc  .Morey,  of  Norton, 
by  whom  lie  had  three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  Mary  IL,  who 
married  Colonel  .Mason  Stone  of  Norton.  She  was  his  second  wif(>,  and 
after   their   niarria-je   removed    witli    him   to   Wisconsin.      He  was  one  of   the 
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prominent  members  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Norton,  and  became  a 
pioneer  in  forming  a  similar  church  in  Prescott,  Wis.,  where  he  first  settled, 
and  where  he  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  deacons.  Tiiis  was  in  the  days 
when  log  huts  formed  the  dwelling-places  of  the  people  in  that  section,  and 
the  carrying  on  of  such  work  under  the  rough  and  rude  circumstances  that 
surrounded  him  shows  the  real,  earnest  character  of  the  man.  Mr.  Stone 
served  in  the  army,  and  died  in  Ellsworth,  Wis.,  December  3,  1887.  His- 
wife  had  died  some  years  previous.  Two  sons  and  two  daughters  survive  in 
Wisconsin,  and  William  M.  Stone,  of  this  town,  is  another  son,  but  by  the 
first  marriage. 

Samuel  Morey  Holm  an.  the  oldest  son  of  Rev.  Nathan  Holmau,  was 
born  in  this  town,  December  1,  1803.  He  received  his  education  here, 
besides  that  afforded  by  the  town  schools  probably  receiving  some  instruction 
from  his  father,  who  for  a  number  of  years  had  a  school  in  the  East  village. 
He  gave  instruction  in  the  classics,  and  was  a  man  of  decided  acquirements 
in  the  way  of  learning.  After  leaving  school  Mr.  Holman  became  a  farmer 
on  his  father's  property,  and  has  ever  since  continued  in  that  occupation,  his 
residence  being  on  the  home  place  only  a  few  rods  from  the  one  built  and 
occupied  by  the  father,  and  later  by  the  brother.  Some  sixty-odd  years  ago 
he  was  the  postmaster,  the  second  regular  one  appointed  for  the  village.  He 
has  also  at  times  held  the  offices  of  selectman,  assessor,  and  overseer  of  the 
poor.  He  was  a  member  of  the  famous  Washington  Rifle  Corps,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  organization.  He  has  attained  the  very  unusual 
age  of  eighty-six,  and  is  among  the  very  oldest  citizens  of  the  town.  He 
has  seen  two  generations  pass  away,  and  another  advance  far  on  its  course^ 
yet  his  faculties  are  but  little  abated.  He  retains  them  to  a  remarkable 
degree,  and  his  memory  goes  back  clearly  for  three  quarters  of  a  century,, 
to  the  War  of  1812,  of  which  time,  and  the  years  immediately  succeeding^ 
he  recalls  many  interesting  incidents,  which  he  relates  with  the  charm  of 
manner  characteristic  of  his  family.  His  life  has  been  an  uneventful  one. 
He  has  been  fired  by  no  restless  ambition  to  do  something  great  or  to 
attract  attention  to  himself,  but,  satisfied  with  the  groove  in  which  his  lot 
was  cast,  it  has  been  his  aim  just  to  do  his  duty  as  it  presented  itself  day 
by  day  and  year  by  year.  Content  with  the  moderate  measure  of  worldly 
goods  meted  out  to  him,  bearing  his  trials  and  accepting  his  joys  alike 
with  equanimity,  he  has  walked  his  even  way  calmly  and  steadily,  amid  all 
the  startling  changes  that  have  taken  place  around  him  during  his  nearly 
fourscore  years  and  ten.  Such  men  command  the  respect  of  everybody, 
■  and  at  all  times  the  healthful  influence  of  their  evenly  balanced  lives  is  use- 
ful ;  and  especiallv  is  this  true  nowadays,  when  a  rushing  excitement  and  a 
continual  demand  for  something  new  are  prevailing  elements  of  our  Amer- 
ican society. 

Mr.  Holman  has  been  married  twice.     His  first  wife  was  a  Miss  Lincoln^ 
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of  Xoiton,  who  (lied.     April   U.  \s{]0,   he  married  Christina  A.  Hamlin,  of 
"West  Falmouth.  Mass.     They  have  oue  son.' 

Samuel  M.  Holman,  Jr.,  was  born  January  1,1862.  He  fitted  for  college 
and  graduated  at  Amherst,  intending  to  enter  oue  of  the  professions,  but 
was  obliged  to  relinquish  the  idea  on  account  of  his  health.  He  therefore 
decided  to  settle  at  home.  He  is  a  dealer  in  real  estate,  and  also  in  wood 
and  coal.  January  1,  1886,  he  was  married  to  Virtue  E.  Swift,  of  West  Fal- 
mouth.    They  have  one  child,  Grace  Morey  Holman. - 

David  Em<>kv  Holman,  younger  brother  of  the  above,  was  born  October 
12,  1805,  in  the  house  where  his  entire  life,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years, 
was  passed.  After  the  town  schools  he  attended  the  Wrentham  Academy, 
then  well  known  and  of  excellent  repute.  Many  Attleborough  boys  of  that 
and  a  later  period  were  students  there,  and,  while  we  do  not  doubt  they  pur- 
sued their  studies  as  good  boys  should,  we  are  sure  from  the-reminiscences  we 
have  heard  that  some  of  them  at  least  were  zealous  in  the  pursuit  of  sport  and 
highly  successful  in  the  playing  of  pranks.  His  fun-loving  nature  would 
place  David  Holman  in  the  ranks  of  these  merry  lads,  but  his  '*  jokes"  would 
never  absorb  him  to  the  neglect  of  duty  or  the  serious  annoyance  of  anyone, 
uo  matter  how  sensitive.  After  completing  his  studies  he  became  a  teacher, 
and  as  such  met  with  good  success.  All  who  knew  him  would  say  this  could 
scarcely  be  otherwise.  He  would  have  a  most  agreeable  way  of  imparting 
instruction,  good-humored  patience  in  assisting  the  dull  or  urging  the  indo- 
lent pupils,  and  he  could  illustrate  every  knotty  point  or  gloomy  passage  with 
an  "experience,"  and  fix  facts  and  dates  in  treacherous  memories  with  some 
apt,  interesting  story.  He  did  not  follow  this  profession  of  teaching,  but 
entered  business.  The  manufacture  of  straw  bonnets  had  about  this  time 
commenced  in  this  town  or  the  vicinity,  and  he  became  interested  in  it. 
Later  he  opened  a  store  in  the  Arcade,  in  Providence,  and  at  the  same  time 
continued  his  boimet-making. 

In  183,5-30  he  was  a  representative  to  the  Legislature.  He  was  at  this  time 
only  thirty  years  of  age,  the  youngest  man  ever  sent  from  this  town,  and  one 
of  the  youngest,  if  not  the  very  youngest,  ever  sent  to  tli:it  IkmIv.  It  is  rare 
tliat  the  choice  falls  upon  one  so  youthful,  and  when  it  dtn's  so  fall  it  nnist 
show  that  tiie  recii)it'nt  of  the  honor  lias  unusual  ability.  Mr.  Holman  joined 
the  Washington  Rifle  Corps  and  wIu'M  (piitc  young  became  its  capt.iin.  lilling 
the  position  admirably.  I'pon  the  breaking  out  of  the  RelicUion  he  at  once 
enlisted,  and  on  .Iiine   !.'»,    1«(>1,   received  his  commission  as  >Lijor  of    the 


'Mr.  Holinaii  <lle<l  Miinli  10,  IHUl,  IiuvIiik  rtaclicil  tlic  cMiciiu'  ti^c  of  cliflily  ^ovoii  years,  tlirco 
inoiillm,  an<l  nine  ilayo. 

'Tlicy  have  liml  three  chll'lri-ii,  I  lie  younjfeHt  i>f  wlioni  illeil.  The  wfoml  Ixa  hmi,  now  Samuel  M.,.lr. 
Mr.  Hulninn  has  within  a  few  years  coninienceil  to  take  Interest  In  town  affair!*,  !tn'l  heen  elecKvl  to 
oflire.     lie  \>>  at  prccent  the  la\  <<>llc<t<»r,  i^'.iZ. 
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Seventh  Regiment  Massachusetts  Vohinteers.  He  soon  took  the  field  with  his 
regiment,  but  not  long  after  he  sustained  a  sunstroke  and  returned  home. 
This  accident  rendered  a  temporary  leave  of  absence  from  active  duty  not 
only  advisable  but  necessary,  but  was  not  of  itself  and  alone  sufficient  to 
prevent  his  returning  to  his  regiment.  Major  Holman  resigned  his  commis- 
sion at  the  time  he  left  the  front,  in  August,  1861.  His  health  was  the  reason 
made  public,  but  the  actual,  underlying  cause  was  jealousy  manifested  in 
the  gross  misrepresentation  of  certain  facts.  He  had  too  keen  a  sense  of 
honor  and  justice  to  retain  an  apparently  false  position,  therefore  he  resigned, 
but  with  the  hope  and  desire  of  being  able  to  rejoin  his  regiment.  He  was 
subjected  to  much  unjust  criticism  at  home,  accused  of  enlisting  simply  to 
induce  others  to  do  the  same,  and  not  from  patriotic  motives,  and  charged 
with  cowardice  and  with  seizing  the  first  possible  pretext  for  turning  his  back 
upon  the  enemy.  He  bore  all  these  censures  —  these  stigmas  upon  his  char- 
acter and  courage  —  silently,  because  to  tell  the  truth  would  have  been  to 
expose  the  unworthy  conduct  of  others  and  their  unjust  treatment  of  him. 
He  could  endure  reproach  no  matter  what  the  cost  to  himself,  but  he  could 
not  stoop  to  retaliate.  To  "  bear  and  forbear"  was  his  invariable  rule,  and 
he  indulged  in  no  word  of  recrimination  toward  his  accusers.  He  who  has 
so  far  mastered  himself  as  to  be  able  to  follow  such  a  line  of  conduct  as  this 
undeviatingly  has  reached  a  high  plane  of  living,  and  few  attain  it.  To 
become  a  soldier  did  not  change  Major  Holman's  genial  nature  ;  he  was 
always  the  same  polite  and  affable  gentleman.  He  recognized  nothing 
derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  an  officer  in  the  holding  of  friendly  intercourse 
with  the  ranks  when  proper  occasions  offered.  He  always  had  a  kind  and 
cheery  greeting  for  everyone  in  his  regiment,  for  the  subalterns,  the  privates, 
and  the  servants.  This  simple  and  to  him  natural  politeness  gained  for  him 
the  goodwill  and  affection  of  the  men,  but  at  the  same  time  caused  jealousy 
among  a  few  of  the  higher  officers,  who  doubtless  wished  themselves  to  gain 
the  same  goodwill  of  the  men  but  were  unable  or  unwilling  to  pursue  the 
same  course,  and  they  were  ungenerous  and  unmanly  enough  to  plot  his 
removal.  During  the  very  early  days  of  the  war,  petty  personal  matters 
played  often  quite  important  parts  in  army  life,  and  sometimes,  as  in  this 
instance,  were  never  properly  adjusted,  and  the  blame  fell  where  it  was 
undeserved  ;  but  later,  in  the  days  of  real  struggling  and  fighting  and  deadly 
suffering,  these  were  mostly  let  to  fall  into,  oblivion.  There  was  in  reality 
never  a  shadow  of  reason  to  doubt  Major  Holman's  bravery  or  his  true 
patriotism.  This  is  the  testimony  of  an  officer  in  the  Seventh  Regiment,  hira- 
,self  a  brave  and  loyal  man,  and  able  to  appreciate  those  qualities  in  another. 
It  is  from  him  that  the  facts  in  the  case  have  been  received,  and  it  is  with  a 
real  personal  pleasure  they  are  here  given  to  the  public. 

The  following  resolutions,  and  their  acknowledgment  by  Major  Holman, 
i^peak  for  themselves  :  — 
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II(ail.iii:irtiT>  Tth.  Hog.  Mass.  Vol.  Co.  1, 
Washinutou,  I).  C,  Aug.  'iftth,  1861. 

Besolved  — T hilt  liy  the  resignation  of  MaJ.  David  Hoiinan.  and  Lieut.  Wm.  W.  Fisher,  of 
Attleboro'.  we  iiave  met  with  a  loss  wliicii  is  most  deeply  felt  by  us  all. 

Besolved  —  That  i)y  the  mild,  gentlemanly  deportment,  ami  unexceptionable  character,  which 
they  have  invarialjly  sustained  while  here,  they  have  gaine<l  the  love  and  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  they  came  in  contact. 

Besolved  —  That  we  do  most  heartily  approve  of  the  manly  spirit  which  promi)tcd  their 
resignation,  and  trust  that  their  reception  at  home  will  be  such  as  is  due  tomenof  uncjuestioMed 
bravery,  who  early  and  earnestly  devoted  themselves  to  their  countrv's  call. 

Voted — That  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  Attleboro^  Weeklrj  News,  and 
also  to  the  Taunton  Gazette,  for  i)ublicati(in. 

Attleboro'  Sept.  9th,  IMU. 
My  dear  Sir. 

Allow  me  to  thank  you.  and  through  you,  your  companions  in  arms,  for  the  complimentary 
resolutions  referring  to  myself  and  Lieut.  Fisher,  which  apjxiared  in  the  Taunton  Gazette  of 
last  week.  —  be  assured  though  far  away  from  you,  your  manly  forms  seem  always  passing 
before  me.  Your  cheerful  recognition  as  we  met  can  never  be  forgotten  by  me,  and  will  ever 
be  remembered  with  pleasure,  — but  the  event  that  separated  us  has  caused  me  more  sorrow 
than  any  other  event  of  my  life,  —  in  the  delirium  of  the  moment  I  did  not  tliink  of  the  sad 
consequences  that  would  follow  my  resignation,  —  that  I  was  to  pass  away  from  you  alone, — 
for  I  had  fondly  hoped  that  when  our  work  was  done  that  I  should  have  the  pleasure  of  pre- 
senting you  all  to  our  friends  at  home.  But  this  1  fear  is  not  now  to  be  my  pleasant  lot, — 
though  I  have  sometimes  vainly  hoped  that  something  might  occur  to  send  me  back  to  you 
again.  Once  again  I  thank  you,  and  as  you  pass  about  the  camp,  please  remember  me  kindly  to 
all.  not  forgetting  even  the  servants. 

Yours  trulv, 

T).  E.  Holman. 

This  letter  was  addressed  to  Lieutenant  William  II.  "Wade,  then  a  sergeant 
in  Comijany  I.  It  should  silence  all  d()ul>t  as  to  tiie  writer's  wish  to  return 
to  his  regiment,  as  the  resolutions  should  prcne  tiie  u})ri<;litness  of  his 
conduct. 

All  prospect  of  his  being  able  to  return  to  his  conmiaiid  iiaving  come  to 
an  end,  he  went  soon  after  to  England.  The  climate  of  that  count ly  proved 
agreeable  and  beneficial  to  him  and  he  removed  his  straw-works  to  London, 
where  he  continued  his  manufacturing  in  this  line  for  quite  a  nmnber  of 
years.  lie  retiriMl  fVoiii  acti\c  business  in  1S7.">,  and  dui'ing  the  remaining 
ten  years  of  his  lil'c  lie  lived  (juietiy  at  the  old  iiomestead  and  interested 
himself  in   the   personal   care  of   his   fariii    lands. 

"  In  person  Maj.  Ilolman  was  of  commanding  i)resence,  being  tall, 
vigorous  in  frame,  and  of  niarkt'd  military  beaiing.  His  stalwart  form  winch 
never  seemed  that  of  ;iii  oM  immm,  has  oflcu  attiacted  notice  in  liie  proces- 
sions on  Memorial  Day  ;  lie  was  a  member  of  \\ .  A.  Streeter  Post,  (J.  A.  R., 
and  always  joined  Ihem  in  their  memorial  olllct-s."  He  was  an  unusually 
courteous  man.  —  one  of  great  nrlianilv  of  manner,  bill  witlial  perfect  sincerity. 
He  possessed  friendly  feeiin^xw  for  ail  mankind,  hatred  was  a  thing  unknown 
to  his  nature.  He  was  always  saying  pleasant  words,  always  doing  kind 
deeds.  His  manners.  —  tiie  sann-  to  all  classes,  higli  or  low,  rich  or  poor  — 
never  changed  because  they  were  a  portion   of   himself.      He    was   brought    up 
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iu  the  old  school  of  politeness,  wheu  children  were  taught  to  treat  their  elders 
and  superiors  with  respect,  —  to  rise  wheu  their  parents  or  elders  entered 
a  room  where  they  were,  "  to  bow  to  aged  people  and  strangers  iu  the  streets, 
to  formulate  a  polite  speech  when  sent  out  on  au  errand,  and  to  answer  ever^' 
one,  even  their  own  parents,  with  'yes,  ma'am,'  and  'yes,  sir'";  but,  back 
of  and  beyond  all  outward  training  and  example  was  the  something  innate 
which  made  him  one  of  "  uatui'e's  noblemen,"  —  a  born  gentleman. 

His  social  qualities  were  very  uncommon.  The  tones  of  his  voice  were 
musical  and  expressive,  his  choice  of  words  apt,  his  language  reiined,  and 
his  mind  was  stored  with  countless  incidents  and  experiences  which  he  had 
the  faculty  of  appropriating  readily  to  whatever  might  be  the  subject  of 
conversation.  He  made  himself  agreeable  to  young  and  old  alike,  and 
became  a  chief  attraction  in  whatever  circle  he  entered.  His  faculty  for 
telling  stories  was  indeed  remarkable,  and  the  fund  was  apparently  inex- 
haustible. Each  one  had  a  special  point,  and  fitted  with  such  peculiar  exact- 
ness the  place  into  which  he  put  it  that  it  made  a  description  perfect,  which 
without  it  would  have  seemed  unfinished,  or  a  question  discussed  quite  clear, 
that,  wanting  such  an  anecdote  to  explain  it,  might  have  been  misunderstood. 
There  is  an  old  house  in  town  at  whose  fireside  in  the  years  gone  by  Major 
Holman  was  a  frequent  and  always  a  welcome  visitor,  for  he  and  its  owner 
were  lifelong  intimate  friends.  Again  and  again,  after  spending  an  hour  or 
two  there  engaged  in  business  talk  or  pleasant  chat,  he  has  risen  and  pre- 
pared to  return  home  by  putting  on  his  greatcoat,  but  before  he  could  get 
it  buttoned  some  amusing  anecdote  would  suddenly  occur  to  him  proper  to 
relate  just  then  and  there,  and  this  would  pave  the  way  for  another  and 
another  and  another,  and  leaning  on  the  chimneypiece,  hat  in  hand,  he  has 
told  story  after  story,  himself  and  his  listeners  thoroughly  absorbed  and 
interested  and  totally  oblivious  of  the  lapse  of  time  until  the  clock-hands 
pointed  closely  to  the  small  hours  of  the  morning.  His  style  was  inimitable  ; 
it  was  quiet  and  not  dramatic,  and  his  face  in  repose  was  somewhat  serious, 
but  it  was  easily  lighted  up  :  and  the  playful  twinkle  of  his  eye  as  he  pro- 
ceeded with  his  tale,  and  his  low  but  hearty  laugh,  spread  an  irresistible 
contagion  of  merriment  all  around. 

Charming  and  entertaining  as  a  guest,  he  was  equally  so  as  a  host.  Yvova 
the  first  the  "  Holman  house"  has  been  known  as  an  "  open  house,"  one  of 
general  and  generous  entertainment.  Among  the  pleasantest  of  the  many 
pleasant  records  found  on  the  clerk's  book  of  the  ^Yashington  Rifle  Corps 
are  those  relating  to  certain  meetings  just  preceding  the  sham  fight  near  the 
East  village,  which  some  of  the  old  people  still  remember.  Mr.  Holman, 
then  captain,  announced  to  the  company  that  on  the  day  of  the  fight  '•  they 
could  dine  at  father's,"  and  we  are  told  that  this  invitation  was  gladly 
accepted  and  that  some  thirty  or  forty  men  sat  down  to  a  bountiful  repast 
just  before  the  battle.     The  mantle  of  the  father  fell  upon  the  son,  and  the 
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reputation  be  estublislied  in  this  direction  was  well  maintained.  Indeed  the 
hospitable  doors  of  that  mansion  were  never  closed  ;  a  room  in  it  was 
always  ready  for  strangers.  —  clergymen  or  lecturers,  whoever  they  might  he, 
—  while  a  large  circle  of  relatives  and  friends  were  always  gathering  within 
its  walls,  as  well  as  thf  simple  acquaintances  at  home  and  from  abroad.  All 
who  crossed  that  threshold  received  a  cordial  welcome  which  placed  them  at 
their  ease,  while  host  and  hostess  vied  with  each  other  in  their  charming, 
graceful  way  to  make  the  hours  pass  pleasantly  tov  their  guests.  During 
many  years  this  house  was  the  centre  of  hospitality  in  the  village,  and  sad 
indeed  was  that  event  which  broke  up  this  pleasant  home  and  made  those  days 
of  bright  social  intercourse  only  things  of  tlie  past. 

Mr.  Holman  was  especially  fond  of  his  family  and  home,  and  the  ties  of 
kinship  were  with  him  peculiarly  strong  and  binding.  For  eighty  years  he 
and  his  brother  lived  side  by  side  —sometimes  in  the  same  house  —  with 
a  loving  fellowship  and  a  close  unanimity  which  are  very  rare.  He  had 
deep  and  decided  religious  feelings,  but  never  fashioned  his  creed  exactly 
after  the  pattern  of  any  one  special  sect,  and  therefore  never  identified  him- 
self with  any  church  as  a  member.  His  last  illness,  which  was  caused  by 
a  disease  of  the  lieart,  confined  him  to  the  house  about  four  weeks,  but  was 
not  considered  imminently  fatal  until  two  days  before  his  death.  His  cheer- 
fulness triumphed  over  all  suffering  ;  to  the  very  last  his  mind  recalled  bright 
reminiscences,  and  his  ready  tongue  responded,  bringing  smiles  to  the  lips  of 
physician  and  attending  friends,  though  all  realized  the  seriousness  of  the 
situation.  To  such  a  man  death  is  not  a  "king  of  terrors,"  but  simply 
an  inevitable  experience  to  be  met  with  the  same  undisturbed  serenity  as  are 
the  ordinary  affairs  of  daily  life.  Major  Holman  died  December  10,  1H8:?. 
and  thus  one  of  the  most  honorable  of  men  and  one  of  the  most  worthy 
citizens  the  town  has  ever  had  passed  away. 

In  1848  he  married  Charlotte  J.  Balcom,  wdio  since  his  death  has  removed 
to  New  York  City  to  reside.  They  had  three  children  :  a  daugiiter,  who  died 
young,  and  two  sons.  Of  these  S.  Frank,  the  younger,  is  an  artist,  and  for 
8on)e  years  has  spent  the  greater  portion  of  his  time  in  Paris,  France,  where 
he  lias  Itcen  a  pui)il  in  I/E<oh'  des  Bi'tntx  Arts.  His  residence  in  tiiis  coun- 
trv  is  with  his  lirotiicr  in  New  York.  [He  has  aflaiiicil  n  (•onsidcrable 
reputation.] 

1).  K.MOKV  lloi.iMAN,  .M.ii..  I  he  ohhr  son,  was  born  April  17.  \x'r2.  He 
attended  the  public  scliools  in  town,  graduating  at  the  Higli  School,  and  tiien 
took  tlie  course  at  the  Mowry  &  (lolT  Preparatory  or  Classical  School,  in 
Providence.  He  entered  lirown  University  and  gr:ulualed  there  with  tiie 
degrees  of  A. Pi.  Mnd  A.M.  in  ImTO.  He  received  his  medical  degree  from  the 
Ivong  Island  College  IIospit:il  in  1HM().  Ho  was  a  Dejinty  He.-dth  Ollicer  of 
Lower  liav,  N.  Y..  in  l-ssl.  and  has  lieen  a  mcnd»er  of  the  Health  Poard  of 
New  York  Citv.  in  which  pl:ice  he  li;is   been    practising   his   profession   during 
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the   several  years   since   he  obtained   his    degree.     In   December,    1886,   he 
married  Sarah  Palmer  Eonnd,  daughter  of  Dr.  Round,  of  Norton. 

Handsome,  brilliant,  and  accomplished,  she  had  made  for  herself  friends 
and  admirers  wherever  she  hud  been.  During  the  few  months  of  her  resi- 
dence in  New  Yorlv  she  had  especially  endeared  herself  to  her  new  familv  bv 
her  lovely  character,  and  by  her  attractive  qualities  she  had  won  for  herself 
numerous  friends  there  and  become  a  favorite  to  an  unusual  degree  for  one 
so  young  entering  an  entire  stranger  into  the  society  of  so  large  a  city.  She 
had  more  than  common  literary  ability,  as  her  contributions  to  the  papers  of 
a  literary  society  of  which  she  was  a  member  showed,  as  well  as  her  transla- 
tions from  foreign  works.  Bright  anticipations  of  usefulness  and  happiness 
filled  her  future  ;  but  death  soon  "  marked  her  for  his  own,"  and  so  swiftly 
and  ruthlessly  did  he  follow  his  fatal  messenger  of  disease  that  its  presence 
was  scarcely  realized  before  his  final  blow  was  struck.  Human  skill  was 
powerless,  and  in  a  few  hours  the  sparkling,  heathful  life  had  gone  out 
struck  down  like  a  vigorous  and  beautiful  flower  blasted  by  the  breath  of 
some  poisonous  vapor.  With  the  body  of  her  infant  son  in  her  arms  she  was 
borne  to  her  country  home  and  thence  to  the  Old  Kirk  Yard  here,  where  in 
the  gloom  and  chill  of  a  sunless  October  afternoon  she  was  laid  in  her  grave. 
The  sombre  surroundings  were  fitting,  for  this  spot  so  wonted  to  sad  sights 
never  witnessed  a  sadder  burial  than  this,  and  we  may  be  pardoned  for  plac- 
ing here  a  word  of  tribute  and  an  expression  of  sorrow  for  the  sudden  ending 
of  this  fair  young  life  just  as  it  had  begun. 

HORTON. 

The  first  thing  knoAvn  of  the  Horton  family  is  the  fact  that  about  1640 
three  brothers  of  that  name  came  to  this  country  from  England.  One  of 
these  was  John,  who  settled  in  Rehoboth  and  married  Mehetabel  Gamzey, 
by  whom  he  had  five  sons  and  three  daughters.  Jotham,  the  second  son  and 
child,  married  a  Miss  Rounds  and  had  seven  children.  Of  these  the  third 
child  and  oldest  son  was  James.  He  and  a  younger  brother,  Barnett,  "  lived 
in  Rehoboth,  and  served  in  the  Revolution,  James  being  lieutenant."  He 
was  born  July  18,  1741,  and  died  August  10,  1833.  He  was  a  vigorous  and 
active  man,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  attained  the  remarkable  age 
of  ninety-two.  His  wife  was  Freelove  Pierce,  or  Price,  and  they  had  eleven 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  be  old,  with  the  exception  of  two.  Cromwell, 
the  second  son  but  eighth  child,  was  born  February  23,  1777,  and  died  in 
1861.  He  married  Percy  Martin  and  had  seven  children.  Of  these  Gideon 
M,  was  the  second  son  and  child  and  was  born  in  Rehoboth,  May  4,  1804. 
He  married  Mary  Smith,  November  4,  1832,  by  whom  he  had  four  children  : 
Everett  S.,  Edwin  J.,  Gideon  M.,  and  James  J.  His  second  wife  was  Mrs. 
Julia  Jackson,  of  Middleborough,  Mass.  He  died  in  this  town  —  the  first  to 
settle  here  —  March  7,  1861.     "He  was  an  upright  man  and  honest  citizen, 
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ever  ready  to  aid  and  forward  an}-  uood  work.  He  kept  a  country  store  in 
Attleborouoh  for  years.  He  was  never  possessed  of  niiicli  of  this  world's 
goods.  Init  gave  his  children  the  wealth  of  good  advice  ami  the  example  of 
honest  industry,  coupled  with  true  charity  and  Christian  devotion,  a  legacy 
more  precious  than  gold." 

Everett  Southard  Horton,  of  the  sixth  generation  in  this  country,  and 
the  oldest  child  in  his  family,  was  Itorn  June  15,  1836.  He  attended  school 
until  he  was  sixteen,  when  he  became  assistant  in  his  father's  store.  He 
occupied  that  position  until  the  father's  health  failed,  when  he  took  entire 
charge  of  the  business  and  continued  it  until  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war.  On  June  12.  1861,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Ann  Carpenter,  only 
daughter  of  Jesse  R.  and  Mary  Carpenter,  of  this  town.  Their  only  child 
was  Mary  Edith  —  Mrs.  Thomas  Gardner,  of  this  town. 

During  the  spring  of  1862,  having  disposed  of  his  business,  Mr.  Horton 
with  others  recruited  a  company  of  nine  months'  men,  and  on  the  election  of 
its  otticers  in  September  of  the  same  year  he  became  its  second  lieutenant, 
soon  receiving  his  commission  from  Governor  Andrew.  His  natural  earnest- 
ness and  resolution  showed  themselves  in  this  new  occupation,  for  he  quickly 
mastered  the  drill  and  learned  his  duties  as  an  officer.  He  went  into  camp 
witli  his  company  at  Boxford,  this  State,  where  in  September,  1862,  they 
were  mustered  into  the  I'nited  States  service  as  Company  C,  Forty-seventh 
Regiment,  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry.  They  were  soon  ordered  to 
New  York  and  into  camj)  on  Long  Island,  from  thence,  in  December, 
embarking  for  New  Orleans,  La.,  where  they  arrived  January  1,  1863,  and 
were  assigned  with  other  regiments  to  provost  duty  in  and  around  that  city. 
Upon  the  resignation  of  the  captain  of  Company  C,  which  occurred  about 
this  time,  Lieutenant  Horton,  "  by  a  large  majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
company,"  was  chosen  his  successor.  This  nine  months'  service  was  ex- 
tended to  nearly  a  year,  for  it  was  not  until  August,  1863,  that  Captain 
Horton  reached  home  with  his  men.  The  following  letters  show  the  estima- 
tion in  which  he  was  held  by  his  superior  regimental  officers  :  — 

HostiMi.  Sc])tfiiilicr  1  nil.  18(i3. 
Cupt.  Evf-n-tt  S.  Morton. 
Co.  C,  4Ttli  Mass.  Vol. 

Deiir  (apt. 
It  gives  plcusiirt;  for  inc  to  certify  toyonr  jrooil  coiuhiet  and  i)ronipt  ol)eilioiicc  of  orders,  unil 
I  inoMt  dieirfully  rccionunoml  you  as  one  well  ((iialilieii  to  coninianil   a  company.  Id-inj;   well 
pOMterl  in  Cascy'H  Ta<;tic.H,  witii  j(oc»<l  natural,  us  well  as  ac<|uirc'il  iihililif^  as  ;i  (•((nnnamli'r,  and 
truHt  that  the  country  may  still  liiive  vour  services. 

I  remain,         \'erv  trulv  vours, 

I.inius  H.  Jlarsh,  Col. 

471  li.  Mass.  Vol. 

Hu-I.m.  Sept.  ICtli.  1,S(!.S. 
Cajdain, 

In  parting,'  fron>  .\ou  permit   me  to  express  my  appreciation  of  your  services  wliilc  under  my 
cominanil.     (Jen'l  Hanks  and  (ien'l   IJnerv  lia\e  hotli  autliori/ed  me  to  sav  the  saini- for  tlieni 
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in  regard  to  the  47th  Regimeut  and  its  conduct  while  in  the  department  of  the  Gulf.  May  the 
choicest  of  heaven's  blessings  ever  rest  upon  you  and  those  who  have  been  under  your  com- 
mand is  the  prayer  of 

Your  Ob't  Servant, 

Lucius  B.  Marsh,  Col. 
47th.  Mass.  Vol. 
To 
E.  S.  Horton,  Capt. 
Co.  C,  47th.  Mass.  Vol. 

Very  soon  after  bis  return  came  G-overuor  Andrew's  call  for  more  troops, 
and  Mr.  Horton  responded  again,  receiving  a  commission  as  second  lieutenant 
and  the  position  of  recruiting  officer  for  the  Fifty-eighth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers.  He  opened  an  office  in  town  but  was  soon  ordered  to  camp  to 
take  charge  of  recruits  for  the  regiment  there.  Here  he  was  commissioned 
"  Capt. "of  Co.  C,  58th.  Reg.  Mass.  Vet.  Vol."  After  about  six  months  in 
camp  at  Readville  he  went  to  the  front  and  became  a  participant  in  the  mem- 
orable "Battles  of  the  Wilderness."  "After  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor, 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  C.  White,  commanding  the  regiment,  recommended  Capt. 
Horton  for  promotion,  and  he  was  mustered  into  service  as  major.  The 
commander  of  the  regiment  was  wounded  in  a  charge  June  3d,  and  until 
Sept.  30,  1864,  the  command  devolved  on  Maj.  Horton.  On  the  last  men- 
tioned day,  while  leading  the  regiment  in  action  a  few  miles  south  of  Peters- 
burg, he  was  made  a  prisoner,  and  October  3d,  reached  Richmond  and 
Libby."  He  was  confined  there  until  October  8,  then  sent  to  Salisbury, 
N.  C,  where  he  remained  uutil  the  19th,  and  finally  to  Danville,  Va.,  where  he 
was  kept  until  January  27,  1865.  At  that  time  he  was  selected  as  a  hostage 
and  sent  back  to  Libby,  where  on  February  22,  literally  a  birthday  of  freedom 
to  him  and  his  companions,  he  and  many  others  were  paroled  and  sent  to  the 
Union  lines. 

The  following  are  his  own  words  in  describing  the  horrors  of  Libby : 
"  Pen  never  can  write  the  whole  truth,  and  if  it  could  be  told,  no  one  could 
believe  that  it  was  possible  for  men  to  survive  it,  or  possible  that  an}'  one  in 
the  19th  century  could  be  guilty  of  such  barbarities."  Again  his  own  words 
are  given,  describing  his  feelings  when  once  more  under  the  Union  flag:  "I 
can  never  forget  that  day,  never,  never,  NEVER.  No  one  that  has  not 
experienced  the  same  sensations  can  know  aught  of  the  peculiar  emotions 
and  thoughts  that  came  in  throngs  in  seeing  and  knowing  that  once  more 
I  was  under  the  Star  Spangled  Banner.  Under  their  influence  I  wrote  this 
letter  to  my  family  from  the  deck  of  the  flag-of-truce  boat,  where  each  of 
us  was  handed  a  sheet  of  paper  and  envelope.  My  family  had  not  heard 
ffom  me  for  five  months,  and  the  newspapers  had  reported  me  dead  :  '  On 
board  God's  flag-of-truce  boat,  James  River,  Feb.  '22,  1865.  Dear  Wife,  — 
Out  of  the  jaws  of  death,  out  of  the  gates  of  hell.  Once  more  in  the  laud  of 
the  living.  Well.  Love  to  all.  Everett.'  "  He  was  granted  a  furlough  of 
thirty  days,  was  soon  exchanged,  and  left  home  after  a  short  visit  to  rejoin 
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his  regiment  in  \'iriiinia  on  the  day  that  l^etersburg  was  captured.  lie  was 
soon  ordered  to  "Washinuton,  where  he  was  on  (hity  until  he  was  mustered  out 
of  service. 

.Tune  12,  1S6.').  he  was  (k'tailed  as  Dixision  Inspector,  Second  Divisicju,  Ninth 
Armv  Corps,  hy  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  O.  B,  Willcox  and  John 
D.  Bartolette,  Assistant  Adjutant-General.  The  following  letter  speaks  for 
itself  :  — 

IM.  Qrs.  l-^'  Brigade,  2'"i  Divir^ioii,  9th.  Ar.  Corpjs. 
Near  Alexandria,  Va. 

July  13,  ISfio. 
This  is  to  (.'ertify  that  Major  P^  S.  Horton  coininaudud  his  regiment  (58  Mass.  VI.)  in  all  the 
Battles,  and  on  all  occasions,  from  June  S^J  to  the  engagement  of  Peebles  Farm,  September  30"» 
ISW,  when  he  was  captured  by  the  Enemy. 

Dear  Major, 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  extend  to  you  my  high  appreciation  for  the  very  etHcient  and  successful 

manner  [in]  which  you  on  all  occasions  command  your  regiment,  and  the  promptness  and 

cheerfulness  with  which  you  have  performed  your  every  duty  whilst  under  my  command. 

Wishing  you  success, 

I  remain.  \vr\  truly  yours, 

Jno.  C.  Curtin. 

Br't  Brig.  General. 

"  During  his  service  Major  Horton  received  seven  commissions,  and  was 
mustered  into  service  on  six  of  them.  He  was  a  gallant  soldier,  doing  all  his 
dutv,  and  as  an  officer,  while  strict  in  discipline,  he  looked  well  after  the  com- 
fort of  his  men,  and  was  universally  popular  both  with  officers  and  soldiers. 
There  is  in  his  nature  that  which  indicates  the  impetuosity,  dash,  and  rapidity 
of  execution  of  a  successful  cavalry  otficci-,  with  a  coolness  of  judgment 
which  prevents  Ijoldness  from  degenerating  into  rashness." 

Shortly  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  became  manager  of  the  establishnunt 
of  Davids  &  Cornell  in  Providence,  the  largest  wholesale  grocery  house  in 
Rhode  Island,  l)Ut  continued  his  residence  in  this  town.  He  remained  in  that 
position  until  1880,  when,  by  the  death  of  his  i)rotlu'r,  a  place  in  the  fii-ni  of 
Horton,  Angell  &  Co.  l>ecame  vacant,  which  he  took  and  is  now  the  senior 
partner  in  the  concern.  Since  its  organization  he  "  has  l»een  nnicli  interested 
in  the  (t.  A.  It.  and  has  contributed  largely  in  maintaining  (iie  thiiving  post 
established  in  Attlelioro."  He  has  l»een  its  commander  several  times  and  also 
commander  of  the  Bristol  ('(MUity  Association  of  the  (J.  A.  B.  He  is  a  com- 
missioner of  the  Attlrborongii  Water  Supply  DistiicI  Sinking  l-'iind,  a  trustee 
of  the  Bichardson  School  Fund,  has  been  secri'tary  of  the  same,  and  is  now 
its  president;  he  is  a  director  of  Ihc  Attleboi-ougii  Savings  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion and  president  of   tin-  Altlcborough  Lil)rary  Association. 

Ilis  fust  wife  died  .lunc  21.  1M71.  On  Septeml)er  24,  l.sT:?,  he  was  married 
to  Kliza  Dutton  Krenionl.  of  Antesbury,  Mass.,  by  whom  he  has  had  two 
chiliiren  :  (iertic  K.,  liorn  .May  2'.»,  187(1,  and  A(l<be  I).,  wiio  diecl  while  an 
infant. 
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Edwin  J.  Hortox,  the  second  son,  was  born  November  10,  1837.  Of  his 
boyhood  and  yonth  tliere  is  comparatively  little  to  be  said.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  the  town,  receiving  no  further  advantages  in  the  way  of 
instruction,  but  he  possessed  an  active  mind,  one  bent  on  inquiry  ;  and  real- 
izing the  benefits  of  a  good  education,  he  determined  to  do  the  best  he  could 
in  this  direction  for  himself.  With  him  a  determination  was  also  an  accom- 
plishment and  he  improved  every  opportunity  for  reading,  study,  and  observa- 
tion and  "became  in  reality  a  thoroughly  informed  man."  '  August  17,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Fortieth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and 
for  three  years  was  a  good  soldier,  receiving  his  discharge  June  17,  1865. 
This  time  excepted,  his  entire  life  was  spent  in  his  native  village. 

A  few  years  after  the  close  of  the  war  the  well-known  firm  of  Horton, 
Angell  &  Co.  was  organized  and  started  in  manufacturing.  Of  this  firm  Mr. 
Horton  was  the  senior  member  —  may  properly  be  called  its  originator  —  and 
to  him,  no  doubt,  its  marked  success  and  continued  prosperity  was  in  a  large 
measure  due.  He  was  a  member  of  many  organizations  and  at  various  times 
held  important  oflflces  in  them.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  and  was  its  president  at  the  time  of  his  death  ;  he  was 
especially  attached  to  the  G.  A.  R.  and  to  his  own  Post,  faithful  in  the  dis- 
charge of  its  duties,  earnest  in  labors  for  its  well-being,  and  a  loved  member 
of  the  order  ;  he  was  a  member  of  Ezekiel  Bates  Lodge  of  F.  and  A.  M.  and 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  Xoble  Grand  of 
Orient  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Church,  thoroughly  interested  in  its  welfare  and  foremost  in  its  benevolent 
enterprises. 

May  8,  1862,  he  married  Addie  Lee,  by  whom  he  had  two  children.  The 
elder  died  w'hen  quite  young,  before  the  father  ;  the  younger,  Raymond  M.,  is 
still  living.  He  spared  neither  time  nor  money  to  make  his  home  attractive, 
and  to  the  influences  emanating  from  that  home  the  position  he  attained  in 
the  community  was  in  no  small  measure  due.  In  1879  he  represented  the 
town  in  the  Legislature  and  was  a  member  of  the  House  Committee  on 
Health.  In  all  municipal  affairs  he  was  an  active  participant  and  ever  urging 
forward  works  of  progress  and  reform.  His  principles  were  known  of  men 
and  he  was  firm  in  his  adherence  to  them.  Having  made  up  his  mind  to  the 
right  of  a  position  or  course  of  action,  he  boldly  advocated  the  one  and 
unswervingly  followed  the  other.  .Such  a  man  must  make  his  mark  in  his 
community  but  he  iuevitably  gains  at  least  political  enemies,  as  was  the  case 
with  Mr.  Horton,  though  the  fact  that  he  was  elected  to  one  of  the  highest 
offices  in  the  power  of  his  fellow-citizens  to  bestow  —  an  election  "won  in 
one  of  the  severest  political  contests  ever  recorded  for  this  town  "  —  is  undeni- 
able proof  that  he  possessed  the  respect  and  confidence  of  a  majority. 

June  11,  1880,  he  was  drowned  in  that  awful  disaster  which  followed  the 
collision  of  the  Sound  steamers,  Narragansett  and  Stonington.     His  funeral 
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occurred  June  1')  at  the  Couiiregatidiial  Clmrcli.  Dining  tlie  time  of  tlie  serv- 
ices all  shops  and  stores  were  closed  and  there  wa?;  a  general  suspension  of 
business;  flags  were  displayed  at  halfmast,  buildings  were  draped  in  black, 
and  crowds  far  bej'ond  the  capacity  of  the  church  to  accommodate  were  gath- 
ered together.  Rarely,  if  ever,  has  there  been  seen  a  more  saddened  assem- 
blage or  the  manifestation  of  n^.ore  sincere  and  widespread  mourning.  The 
then  pastor  of  the  church,  Kev.  W.  A.  Spaulding,  and  two  former  pastors, 
the  Revs.  F.  X.  Peloubet  and  Samuel  Bell,  were  the  officiating  clergymen. 
All  the  orders  of  which  Mr.  Horton  was  a  member  were  in  attendance  and 
there  were  delegations  from  similar  orders  in  other  parts  of  the  town  and  from 
other  places,  and  the  offerings  of  flowers  were  varied  and  most  beautiful. 
The  sympathy  was  heartfelt  and  the  sorrow  sincere  for  this  untimely  death. 
Many  friends  followed  the  funeral  procession  to  Woodlawu  Cemetery  and  kind 
hands  had  gone  before  and  spread  a  fair  covering  of  evergreens  and  roses 
over  the  unsightly  surroundings  of  the  open  grave.  On  the  Decoration  Day 
just  previous  to  his  death  Mr.  Horton  had  expressed  a  wish  to  be  biuied  by 
the  G.  A.  R.  This  wish  was  remembered  and  he  was  lowered  to  his  last 
resting-place  by  the  hands  of  his  former  comrades  in  arms  and  received  the 
burial  rites  of  the  soldier's  order. 

A  fitting  summary  of  his  life  and  character  may  be  found  in  tiie  folhjwing 
extracts  from  tiie  written  words  of  various  friends  :  — 

That  man  is  an  exceptiiMi  who  mi  lives  tiiat  at  his  <li-atii  all  rhisscs  in  Hit-  coninnniil) 
where  he  wa?i  l)orn  ami  has  .spent  all  his  ilays  will  sincerely  mourn  his  departure  and  i)ay 
tribute  to  his  memory  in  unfeijrned  sympathy.  That  life  whieh  tan  and  does  eoniniand 
universal  respect  must  indeed  have  much  of  merit  in  it.  That  character  which  while  from 
its  positiveness  makes  enemies,  can  stand  squarely  Itefore  all  their  attacks,  has  more  than 
ordinary  strength.  Such  a  "lan  was  Edwin  J.  Horton;  snch  a  lite  he  lived.  ;ind  such  a  diar- 
acter  was  bis. 

He  was  an  imconnnon  man  in  many  ways,  as  a  liu-iness  nnm  with  won<lerfui  fertility  of 
resource  and  skill  of  execution,  as  a  deeply  conscientious  and  hiirhiy  religious  nature,  and  a  man 
of  unbounded  charity.  It  seems  almost  unaccountable  tliat  just  in  tlie  ]>rime  of  life,  when  tlie 
activitieH  of  bis  beinjj  were  accomplishini,'  so  nuich  irood.  the  chapter  of  his  lite  should  close  so 
sadly  a'ld  at>rui>tly.  Ica\  in;^  many  to  mourn  his  unlimely  death,  Iml  to  the  <|iifstion '•  \Vhy5'" 
comes  no  an-wcr. 

lie  grew  from  boyh(»od  to  manhood  and  entered  business  with  a  lietcrmination  to  succeed, 
ami  be  did  sui-ceed.  He  was  always  foremost  in  matters  of  imblic  t-nleriirise.  ami  ready  to 
assist  in  private  umlertakinjrs  when-  b(;lp  was  needetl.  No  one  ever  went  to  bim  for  advice  or 
assistance  and  was  turned  away  witiioul  a  bearin;;.  If  he  could  ;rive  the  one.  and  furnish  the 
other,  both  were  cheerfully  ;.'ranted.  It  may  safely  be  recordi-d  that  no  business  man  of  Attle- 
boroufib  bestowed  more  of  bis  material  substance  for  the  support  of  public  institutions  and  for 
the  friendly  succor  of  individuals,  than  Mr.  Horton.  Perhaps  the  society  that  will  most  miss 
his  aid  and  counsel  Is  the  Voun^'  Men's  <lir.  Asso.  of  which  bo  was  pre>-idenl  durinj:  the 
last  vear  of  bis  life.  ;niil  which  looked  to  him  for  the  larjrer  portion  of  the  money  needed  for  Its 
supi»ort.  The  same  liberality  was  manifested  in  bis  ^ifis  to  the  cbiircb,  the  (irami  Army  of  the 
Kepublic,  and  other  or;.'ani/ations  of  which  be  was  a  member,  lie  was  emphatically  a  self- 
made  man.  Hi-  arrived  at  a  po-^ilion  of  wealth  and  intliience  by  dint  of  indomit.-ible  enertry  and 
]ierseveranee  in  the  short  space  of  ten  years.  Few  men  have  prospered  so  rapidly,  and  b'w 
men  have  shared  their  pro.«perity  so  freely  and  unstintedly  with  the  cunnnunily  in  which  they 
lived. 


HISTOBY  OF  ATTLEBOUOUGH.  553 

This  work  of  charily  and  liberality  has  by  no  means  ceased,  but  is  uobly 
and  loyally  carried  on  by  his  wife,  though  often  so  quietly  as  to  T)e  known 
only  to  those  who  are  pei'son ally  benefited.  "No  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  shared  more  largely  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 
other  members  of  that  body  than  Mr.  Hortou ;  and  no  speaker  was  listened 
to  with  closer  attention." 

"  He  had  his  failings,  and  none  kneW'  them  better  than  his  friends,  but  his 
virtues  far  out-weighed  them,  and  endeared  him  to  the  hearts  of  most  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact."  His  death  occurred  in  one  of  the  world's  awful 
tragedies,  and  it  left  a  wide  gap  in  the  ranks  of  our  active,  worthy  citizens, 
a  vacant  place  ''  hard  to  fill." 

Gideon  M.  Horton.  the  third  son,  was  born  September  26,  1839.  Like 
his  brothers,  he  attended  the  town  schools,  which  were  his  only  means  of 
instruction,  and  like  the  two  older  ones  he  entered  the  arni}^,  serving  in  the 
Tenth  Rhode  Island  Battery.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
firm  of  Horton,  Angell  &  Co.,  and  became  a  prosperous  business  man.  He 
manifested  his  public  spirit  by  erecting,  at  a  cost  of  fulW  836,000,  the  busi- 
ness block  bearing  his  name,  for,  while  it  and  its  fellows  are  primarily 
business  enterprises,  they  adorn  their  surroundings,  and  this  one  especially 
adds  to  the  attractive  appearance  of  the  village  of  Attleborough. 

Mr.  Horton  was  a  member  of  Bristol  Lodge  of  F.  and  A.  M.  ;  of  King 
Hiram  Chapter  of  Attleborough  CouncU,  and  of  Bristol  Commandery ;  of 
the  Royal  Arcanum  and  Pennington  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  Orient  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  its  first  Noble  Grand,  and  a  member 
of  Naomi  Encampment  of  Taunton.  He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Farmers  and 
Mechanics  Association  and  an  active  and  efficient  member,  a  director  of  the 
First  National  Bank,  and  belonged  to  the  Merchants  and  Manufacturers 
Association  and  to  William  A.  Streeter  Post,  G.  A.  R.  "For  some  years 
he  had  been  detailed  on  Memorial  Day  with  his  friend  and  companion,  Mr. 
Fred.  Newell,  to  decorate  graves  in  some  of  the  districts  difficult  to  get  at, 
and  it  will  be  with  genuine  grief,  that  his  comrades,  on  next  Memorial  Day, 
will  place  the  flag  and  flowers  above  his  grave." 

For  some  years  previous  to  his  death  he  had  been  interested  in  stock- 
raising,  and  was  one  of  the  owners  in  a  large  cattle-ranch  in  Dryden,  Peeoe 
County,  Texas.  This  ranch  contains  some  6,000  acres,  and  has  on  it  about 
5,000  head  of  cattle  and  1,000  horses.  Mr.  Hortou  owned  and  controlled 
a  fourth  part.  About  twelve  or  thirteen  years  ago  he  began  to  experience 
the  first  admonitions  of  failing  health,  but  no  very  serious  results  followed 
until  three  or  four  years  since,  when  the  presence  of  disease  in  the  lungs 
unmistakably  manifested  itself.  After  this  time  he  took  extended  journeys 
in  various  directions,  in  that  way  avoiding  the  rigors  of  New  England  winters 
and  receiving  some  degree  of  benefit  from  these  changes,  the  climate  of  such 
places  as  Mexico,  California,  and  the  Sandwich  Islands  proving  agreeable 
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and  in  a  nioasure  restorative.  More  imminent  danger  to  life  became  assured 
a  few  months  before  his  di'atii  mid  he  was  ordered  to  leave  New  England  as 
soon  as  possible.  Delays  from  one  cause  or  another,  however,  occurred,  and 
when  at  last  he  was  ready  for  the  necessary  jonrne}'  it  was  too  late  to  expect 
anv  lengthv  (tr  decided  improvement.  Mr.  Ilorton  was  himself  aware  of  this, 
but  realizing  that  it  is  everyone's  duty  to  live  as  long  as  he  possibly  can, 
he  made  all  the  necessary  preparations,  arranged  his  business  affairs,  and 
bravely  started  to  meet  the  death  he  felt  soon  awaited  him,  but  might  be  a 
little  longer  delayed  in  a  mililer  clime.  The  man  who  cheerfully  speaks  part- 
ing words  with  his  dearest  friends,  and,  looking  for  the  last  time  on  familiar 
scenes  and  loved  faces,  turns  from  them  hopeless,  yet  with  a  smile,  to  seek 
the  almost  impossible  lengthening  of  his  life,  has  in  him  something  of  the 
heroic,  and  Mr.  Hortt)n  did  this.  He  had  attained  success  at  middle  life  ; 
he  had  made  for  himself  a  beautiful  home,  and  he  could  rightly  look  forward 
to  many  years  of  enjoyment  in  it  and  to  years  of  usefuluess  in  his  com- 
munity, in  the  sharing,  as  he  did  generously,  of  the  results  of  his  industry 
with  those  about  him.  To  give  up  such  hopes  requires  courage,  and  he  pos- 
sessed it,  for  he  fought  out  the  light,  and  could  say  to  his  friends  calmly,  even 
cheerfully,  in  view  of  the  end,  that  it  was  well. 

Accompanied  by  physician  and  intimate  friend  he  pursued  his  journey 
south  and  arrived  safely  at  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Here  he  rallied  sutliciently 
for  the  doctor  to  leave  him,  ])ut  very  soon  after  the  last  fatal  symptoms 
appeared  and  the  end  came  speedily.  He  died  in  San  Antonio,  December 
IG,  18iS(5.  His  body  was  brought  home,  and  the  funeral  services  attended  at 
his  late  residence  ou  December  2?)  following.  Agreeably  to  his  wish  the 
ceremonies  vveie  very  simple,  but  the  attendance  of  people  was  geneial  and 
the  mourning  sincere.  His  pastor.  Rev.  H.  A.  Philbrook,  conducli'd  the 
services,  assisted  by  Rev.  AValter  Barton,  and  he  was  buried  at  Woodlawn. 

November  29,  IMfi;";,  he  married  Helen  F.  White,  of  this  (own.  She  died 
August  28,  1H8.").  Their  two  daughters,  Mary  and  Mabel  Horton.  survive, 
and  reside  in  Idwh.'  Mi-.  Iloiton  was  highly  esteemed  as  a  public-spirited 
and  useful  man,  and  he  was  a  man  of  many  friends.  His  nature  was  retiring, 
and  he  was  entirely  without  ambition  for  public  preferment,  but  always  .shared 
li[)erally  in  wliatever  way  he  could  in  the  advancement  both  of  his  community 
and  town.  He  was  generous  in  the  societies  to  which  he  belonged,  and  in 
supplying  the  wants  of  the  needy  annnid  him.  Rrobal)ly  no  man  in  town  diil 
more  quiet,  unseen  deeds  of  real  charity  than  he.  <  )nf  wiitts  thus:  ••  It  is 
easy  to  say  the  familiar  words,  that  it  is  hard  to  liiid  a  man  that  will  lie  more 
missed  when  departed,  Imt  in  the  case  of  Gideon  M .  Iloiiou  the  words  have 
a  literal  ap])lieatioii.      It  is  hai<l  to  speak  too  strongly  of   .Mr.  ilorton's  e.xcel- 


'  The  fornuT  nmrrlcil  Suiniicl   H.  Sniltli,  a  linvycr,  ;iiiil  i-chIcU-h   In  Arlliijftoii,  tlil»   Slate;  the  latter 
m:iriii'<l  Dr.  .I<mc  Our'hiii,  of  riipvlilcnce.    She  In  now  u  wlilow. 
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lence,  or  of  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  all  who  knew  him.  He 
made  all  feel  as  though  he  was  interested  in  them,  and  seemed  to  be  eager 
for  an  opportunity  to  help.  A  good  and  a  useful  man  has  gone.  It  will  be 
a  long  time  before  the  town  will  have  a  better  man,  or  a  better  citizen." 

James  J.  Horton,  the  youngest  of  these  four  brothers,  was  born  in 
Providence,  October  19,  1841,  during  a  temporary  residence  of  his  father 
in  that  citv.  His  birth  occurred  under  the  old  charter  granted  bv  Kina: 
Charles  the  Second  to  the  "  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations," 
Tliis  last  charter  was  granted  in  1663  and  continued  to  be  the  constitution  of 
the  State  for  a  hundred  and  seventy-nine  years,  until  1842,  when  after  the 
Dorr  insurrection  it  was  given  up.  In  that  year  Mr.  Horton  returned  to  his 
former  residence  in  this  town,  James  being  then  about  a  year  old.  Like 
his  brothers  he  received  his  education  here,  but  he  had  the  pleasure  of  being 
a  pupil  of  Mr.  Bailey,  under  whom  and  Mr.  Allen  his  schooldays  were 
finished.  After  this  he  worked  for  a  year  on  his  father's  farm,  but  for  some 
time  subsequent  he  was  unable  to  engage  in  work  of  any  kind,  owing  to  the 
failure  of  his  health,  and  his  courage  and  determination  to  conquer  his 
feebleness  and  the  disease  that  attacked  him  have  been  remarkable,  and  many 
prophesied  impossible. 

Upon  recovering  in  a  measure  he  started  in  mercantile  business  in 
Providence,  but  finally  entered  the  jewehy  business  in  this  town,  where  he  is 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Short,  Nerney  &  Co.  Like  his  brothers  he  has 
been  prosperous,  and  like  them  he  makes  good  use  of  his  money.  He  is  a 
member  of  Orient  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  a  director  in  the  P'irst  National 
Bank.  Mr.  Horton's  disposition  is,  like  his  brother  Gideon's,  retiring,  and  he 
deprecates  prominence  for  himself  in  any  way,  for  the  sake  of  prominence  ; 
but  he  fulfils  the  duties  that  devolve  upon  him  with  fidelity.  He  has  made 
for  himself  an  excellent  reputation  as  a  man  of  integrity  and  reliability  in 
business  affairs, — one  of  good  judgment  and  equally  to  be  trusted  in  all 
other  matters,  —  while  his  courteous  manners  and  affable  bearing  make  him 
an  agreeable  social  companion  and  friend.  Januarv  12.  1869,  he  married 
Emily  Howland  Clark,  of  Middleborough,  Mass.     They  have  no  children. 

It  is  somewhat  singular  that  these  four  brothers  —  the  entire  family  — 
should  all  have  settled  for  life  in  their  native  town,  all  finally  have  engaged 
in  the  same  business,  and  all  become  successful  in  it.  It  is  singular  too  that 
all  made  homes  for  themselves  on  the  same  street,  within  "  a  stone's  throw  " 
of  the  old  homestead  and  of  each  other.  The  site  of  this  homestead  is 
occupied  by  the  residence  of  James,  the  old  house  having  been  moved  away, 
but  not  destroyed.  It  is  still  kept  and  well  cared  for,  valued  as  a  relic  of 
the  past,  and  especially  prized  for  its  many  personal  associations.  There 
are,  too,  rather  peculiar  similarities  and  contrasts  in  the  men  themselves. 
The  two  older  ones  were  bold  and  fearless,  men  of  "push"  and  stirring 
vigor,  characteristics  which  their  experiences  of  army  life  doubtless  inten- 
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sified  ;  while  the  two  youngev  ones  were  unobtrusive  and  shrank  from  all 
public  or  prominent  activity,  though  neither  Avas  lacking  in  courage  or 
determination,  which  both  could  show  in  a  more  undemonstrative  way.  The 
two  middle  ones  are  gone,  while  the  oldest  and  youngest  remain  and  live 
side  by  side.  In  these  days  of  restless  longing  to  get  far  away  from  home 
to  seek  fortune  it  is  a  pleasure  to  note  one  family  of  boys  that  grew  up 
together  who  were  loyal  enough  to  their  native  place  and  to  each  other  to 
attempt  life  there  together,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  also  to  note  their  success. 


Rev.  Samuel  IIun't  was  boi'u  at  the  village  of  Lauesville,  in  tiiis  town, 
March  18.  bSlO.  The  family  were  of  English  oi-igin,  the  members  who 
came  to  this  country  settling  first  at  Weymouth.  Some  of  them  came  from 
there  to  Rehol)otli  among  the  early  settlers  of  that  town,  and  one  of  the 
name  was  the  owner  of  one  of  the  original  shares  of  the  Keholtoth  North 
Purchase,  and  no  doubt  some  of  his  descendants  came  to  this  town.  ]Mr. 
Hunt's  fatlier  was  Deacon  Richard  Hunt,  of  the  Oldtown  Churcii.  and  in  his 
family,  wiiicli  consisted  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  he  was  the  oldest. 
He  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  in  his  boyhood  days  ;  but  he  had  been 
consecrated  by  that  father  to  the  ministry  and  his  t'ducation  was  therefore 
commenced  and  completed  with  thiat  end  in  view.  He  was  educated  partly 
at  a  classical  school  at  West  Attleborough,  kept  by  a  Mr.  Wheaton,  a 
graduate  of  Brown  University.  It  was  here  that  he  commenced  thf  study 
of  the  languages,  and  while  in  this  school  —  in  the  long  past —  the  writer  of 
this  brief  memoir  recalls  that  he  sat  for  most  of  the  time  by  'Slv.  Hunt's  side. 
After  this  he  completed  his  preparatory  studies  at  the  Wrentham  Academy. 
He  entered  Amherst  College  in  1H2.S,  and  gi-aduatcd  in  the  class  of  18.'52,  the 
first  graduate  from  this  town  at  tiiat  institution. 

He  commenced  teaching  at  the  earlv  a<re  of  sixteen,  and  continued  this 
occupation,  in  whicli  he  was  most  successful,  through  his  college  coiu'se 
and  for  some  time  after  his  graduati<>n.  He  taught  in  tiic  acadenncs  at 
Southampton,  Mas«.,  and  Southampton,  Ij.  I.,  and  after  this  commenced  his 
theological  studies  at  Princeton,  completing  them  with  liev.  Dr.  Ide,  in  West 
Medway.  He  was  licensed  to  pre:irh  in  August.  l.s;',s.  Mnd  aftei-  supplying 
the  pulpit  at  Manslield,  the  adjoining  town,  lie  was  installed  as  pastor  over 
the  Congregational  ClMirch  at  NaticU,  in  this  State.  Here  he  remained  eleven 
vears.  In  December,  !«.')().  lie  was  installed  ovei-  the  cliinch  in  l-'rankliii, 
wliere  lie  was  ])astor  about  fourteen  years — over  the  same  society  where  the 
eminent  Dr.  Kmmons  olliciated  so  long.  After  this  Mr.  ilunt  retired  from 
the  pastoral  ministry  and  lieeMuie  engaged  in  the  .•service  of  the  Ameri(''an 
Missionary  Society,  and  labored  for  three  years  in  estaiilishing  schools  for 
the  e«lucatioii  of  tin;  freedmen.  lie  worked  with  persistent  and  conscientious 
/.e:il  in  the  temperance  cause,  and  eveiT  mission  work  founil  in  him  "nn 
earnest  advocate." 
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From  a  published  notice  of  his  deatli  the  following  extracts  are  made :  — 

"  In  the  early  years  of  his  ministry  he  accepted  the  doctrines  of  the 
Abolitionists  and  l)ecame  the  outspoken  friend  of  the  slave  ;  and  that,  too, 
at  a  time  when  it  meant  much,  even  personal  persecution  and  violence  to 
espouse  the  cause,  and  openly  oppose  the  claims  of  the  slave-holding  States. 
It  was  in  this  connection  that  his  friendship  with  Henry  Wilson  arose,  when, 
as  yonng  men,  they  commenced  laboring  together  for  the  overthrow  of 
slavery." 

"  In  1868,  Mr.  Hunt  accepted  the  position  of  clerk  of  the  Senate  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  of  which  his  old  friend  Henry  Wilson  was 
chairman.  He  retained  this  position  until  Mr.  Wilson  became  Vice- 
President,  when  he  became  his  private  secretary.  With  Mr.  Wilson  he 
remained  until  the  former's  death.  With  him  he  planned  and  wrote  the  Rise 
and  Fall  of  the  Slave  Power  in  America,  a  work  requiring  great  research  and 
years  of  patient  labor.  This  work  was  not  completed  when  Mr.  Wilson 
died.  The  writing  of  the  third  volume  with  the  arrangement  of  the  index 
devolved  upon  Mr.  Hunt  alone." 

After  finishiug  this  work  he  made  preparations  to  publish  a  collection  of 
Henry  Wilson's  writings  and  letters,  with  a  sketch  of  his  political  life,  and 
had  projected  and  worked  upon  several  other  books.  While  in  Franklin  he 
compiled  and  published  the  "  Puritan  Hymn  and  Tune  Book,"  and  for  many 
years  previous  to  his  death  he  had  written  much  for  the  public  press. 

Mr.  Hunt  married  Mary  Foster,  daughter  of  Major  Josiah  Foster,  of 
Southampton,  L.  I.,  who  died  in  that  place  December  20,  1849.  They  had 
five  children  :  M.  Agnes,  Samuel  C,  Benjamin  F.,  Abb\^  C,  and  Eliot,  of 
whom  only  the  two  daughters  survive.  Samuel  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil 
War  —  enlisted  in  Franklin,  was  a  sergeant  in  Company  C,  Forty-fifth  Regi- 
ment, Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  died  in  Phoenix,  Arizona,  July  9,  1877. 
On  April  11,  18.5.3,  Mr.  Hunt  married  Mrs.  Abby  B.  Slocum,  who  died  in 
Franklin,  April  24,  1862.  His  third  wife,  whom  he  married  June  12,  1877, 
was  Mrs.  R.  T.  Homer,  of  Boston,  who  survives  him.  After  his  last  mar- 
riage he  resided  in  Boston,  where  he  died  July  23,  1878.  "In  his  private 
life  he  was  respected  by  all  who  knew  him  for  his  quiet,  dignified  and  gentle- 
manly bearing.  Dying,  he  leaves  a  large  circle  of  friends  who  hold  him  in 
the  highest  esteem.  His  life  closed  with  nothing  left  undone ;  with  nothing 
done  to  be  regretted."  His  funeral  services  were  attended  in  the  church  at 
West  Attleborough.  of  which  he  was  a  member,  by  Rev.  John  WhitehilL  the 
pastor,  assisted  by  Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  of  Mansfield,  and  thus  he  returned  to 
his  old  home  to  sleep  well,  after  life's  fitful  fever  was  over. 

Eliot  Hunt,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Foster  Hunt,  was  born  in  Xatick, 
this  State,  May  22,  1847.  His  name  was  in  memory  of  that  famous  apostle 
to  the  Indians,  John  Eliot,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Natick. 
Mr.  Hunt's  boyhood  was  passed  at  Franklin,  where  his  father  was  for  so  long 
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a  time  the  pastor  of  one  of  tlio  fliin'clu's.  From  tho  schools  of  that  town  lie 
went  to  the  aeaeleiny  at  Kast  Ilaiiipton.  Mass..  and  later  t(j  that  in  South 
Berwiek,  Maine,  at  which  place  he  con^pleteil  his  education.  lu  18(J6  his 
father  returned  to  the  old  homestead  in  the  south  part  of  this  town  and 
Eliot  and  his  two  sisters  accompanied  him.  Here  the  young  man  assumed 
entire  charge  of  the  farm,  and  during  two  winters  taught  school  at  South 
Attleborough.  In  November,  1.S72.  he  left  home  to  accept  the  position  of  a 
teacher  in  the  school  he  had  formerly  attended  at  South  Berwick,  but 
returned  to  town  the  following  spi-iiig.  when  he  became  connected  with  the 
Chronicle. 

October  14.  l-s74,  he  married  Stella  M..  a  daughter  of  Carlos  and  Cynthia 
Barrows,  of  South  Attleborough.  She  died  in  March,  1885,  surviving  her 
husband  less  than  two  years.  The  two  children,  Carl  and  Shirley,  are  both 
living,  the  former  with  his  maternal  aunt  and  grandmother,  at  South  Attle- 
borough, the  latter  with  her  father's  two  sisters  at  Somerville,  this  State. 
Mr.  Hunt  had  purchased  a  residence  in  East  Attleborough,  which  he  occupied 
directly  after  his  marriage,  and  thus  established  himself  as  a  citizen  of  that 
village  so  far  as  his  domestic  interests  were  concerned,  though  he  was  always 
in  the  highest  and  best  sense  emphatically  a  citizen  of  the  town. 

What  he  was  to  his  i)aper,  to  his  friends,  and  to  the  town  is  best  told  in 
the  words  of  the  Chronirle,  from  whose  columns  of  September  1'),  1883,  we 
quote  the  following  :  — 

It  becomes  our  paintiil  duty  to  announce  to  our  readers  and  the  ijublic  the  death  of  the  i)ro- 
prietor  ami  iiuhUsher  of  this  pa])er.  His  pen  is  laid  aside;  his  busy  brain  is  still;  his  work  is 
done,  his  long  struggle  ended,  and  Kliot  Hunt  has  passed  to  his  final  resting  place.  Long  and 
desperate;  as  had  been  his  illness,  and  lii>  demise,  therefore,  to  be  expected,  it  does  not  yet  seem 
possible  that  he  is  gone  —  that  iiis  familiar  figure  will  never  again  be  seen  on  our  streets,  his 
hearty  gnwp  of  the  hand  never  again  stir  the  pulse  of  friendship,  his  opinions  no  longer  inllu- 
enee  the  acts  of  his  fellow-townsmen.  He  has  left  us.  and.  his  family  aside,  the  regret  for  his 
loss  is  most  keenly  felt  where  tin;  affections  of  his  heart  were  most  firmly  centred,  in  the 
office  of  the  Attleliorougli  CnitoMCLK. 

We  have  lost  a  friend,  upright,  generous  and  >ymp;illietic;  a  cherished  :id\i>er  —  a  man  of 
])ure  motives,  wide;  experience  and  correct  ideas.  He  has  dropped  from  our  ranks;  it  is  for 
fho«e  wh(»  may  n;main  to  advance  and  realize  his  noble  purposes.  This  cannot  be  lightly  done. 
His  iilea  of  what  a  newsjiajicr  shoidd  be  was  a  higii  one.  and  demands  f(jr  its  realization  the 
choicest  effort  of  mind,  the  liroadist  sympathies  of  heart  and  an  unfaltering  resolution  to  suc- 
ceed. He  who  would  attain  to  it.  nuist  sul)ordinate  himself  to  the  interots  of  his  ])aper  and 
l>e  even  morejealou-  of  its  reputation  than  his  own.  He  nuist.  as  did  our  late  co-worker,  keep 
the  welfare  of  hi- paper  close  to  his  heart  iiighl  and  day.  He  shall  not  |)lead  weariness  as  an 
excuse  for  errors  or  delin<iuencie»:  the  publi'c  shall  have  its  news  at  any  c(»st.  He  who  is 
imwilling  to  give  such  a  devotion  to  his  journal  and  cannot  add  lli<'ret<>  tin;  otiices  of  a  keen, 
well-di-,ei|)lincd  nnnd  and  a  slyli- of  ciimposil ion  remarkable  for  diicctin>- and  force,  will  not 
]iresumi.-  to  fill  the  place  of  Kliot  Hunt  in  llii-  newspapi-r  fraternity.  .Mr.  IImiiI">  interest  in  the 
(Jmho.MCI.K  ceased  only  with  his  life.  Its  issue  of  last  week  contained  an  item  of  news  for- 
warded fnun  his  be<|sid<;  by  telephone  late  Friday  evening.  Mut  on  Salurda\  he  lia<l  enticed 
tile  valley,  and  for  thi;  tir-t  time  did  not  ask  to  have  the  paper  read  to  him.  He  stood  on  the 
confines  of  anotiier  world,  and  the  affairs  of  this  life  no  longer  concerned  him. 

Till- death  of  this,  her  representative  journalist,  i-,  a  great  loss  to  .\ttleboroiiLrli.  For  sear- 
he    had    -tudierl   her    institutions    and    her    need-,     lie    knew   the   liiideneii-    of    her    people 
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and  could  corameut  intelligently  upon  local  fiuestions.  He  was  acquainted  witb  all.  He  liad 
assisted  at  their  weddings  and  paid  the  last  sad  tribute  of  respect  to  their  dead.  There  are  few 
men  in  town  with  whom  he  had  not  at  some  time  been  brought  into  intimate  relations.  The 
tiles  of  the  Chroxicle  for  tlie  past  ten  years  testify  how  intimately  Eliot  Hunt  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  all  the  local  events  and  questions  of  that  period  —  how  much  bread  he  had  cast  upon 
the  waters  to  be  found  after  many  days,  too  often  without  any  recognition  from  the  finder. 
Yet  he  was  esteemed  in  life  and  honored  in  death,  a  circumstance  that  weighs  more  in  the  case 
of  a  journalist  than  with  any  one  else,  because  his  vocation  leads  him  sooner  or  later  to  reveal 
to  tlic  public  all  of  his  character.  Every  selection  he  makes,  every  line  he  writes  discloses 
something  of  himself.  Hence  the  high  place  Mr.  Hunt  held  in  the  community  was  richly  and 
securely  won.  He  had  stood  the  critical  test  of  a  public  half-knowledge  of  him,  and  as  he 
became  the  more  thoroughly  known  was  the  more  thoroughly  beloved.  He  who  would  suc- 
ceed to  his  place  must  first  be  tried  as  by  fire  to  prove  whether  or  not  he  shall  likewise  be 
worthy  of  public  confidence. 

It  should  be  observed  that  for  six  seasons  Mr.  Hunt  experienced  and  shared  all  the  vicissi- 
tudes in  fortune,  and  all  the  hardships  of  the  farmer's  life,  and  so  was  ever  after  in  sympathy 
with  farmers  as  a  class,  and  interested  in  their  calling.  He  was  connected  with  the  Attleboro 
Farmers  and  Mechanics  Association  from  its  beginning  in  1S68;  his  name  stands  fifth  among 
the  signers  to  its  constitution,  and  he  served  as  secretary  during  the  first  four  years  of  its  exist- 
ence. We  can  well  believe  that  his  aft'ection  for  this  institution,  fostered  for  five  years  in  the 
ranks  of  practical  agriculture,  did  not  lessen  when  his  position  on  the  Chronicle  gave  him 
opportunity  for  a  wider  influence.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  no  man  during  the  fifteen  years  the 
association  has  been  organized  has  had  its  interests  more  closely  at  heart  or  done  more  by  voice, 
pen  and  hand  to  promote  them  than  Eliot  Hunt.  Year  after  year,  the  columns  of  his  paper  were 
devoted  to  making  each  annual  fair  a  success  —  suggesting  new  attractions,  urging  better  appli- 
ances, pointing  out  its  claims  to  patronage,  and  when  it  was  over,  deducing  from  its  merits  and 
defects  lessons  for  its  future  conduct.  He  worked  as  zealously  as  he  wrote.  In  the  meetings  of 
the  association,  on  committees  and  at  each  exhibition  he  was  never  too  busy  or  too  feeble  to 
give  to  the  uttermost  both  of  his  time  and  his  strength.  And  he  was  not  without  his  reward, 
for  no  member  will  deny  that  the  present  excellent  standing  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics 
Association  is  a  monument  to  his  memory. 

He  became  connected  with  his  paper  "  soon  after  it  entered  on  its  second  year,  and  its  issue 
of  April  12th,  1873,  bears  at  the  head  of  its  local  column:  •  Eliot  Hunt,  local  editor.'  The  files 
show  that  the  amount  of  news  in  his  department  doubled  almost  immediately."  The  paper 
passed  through  several  hands,  and  finally  March  1, 1879,  '•  the  firm  became  Eliot  Hunt  &  Co., 
and  so  continued  without  variation,  either  in  style  or  constitution,  until  the  death  of  the  lead- 
ing partner."  Mr.  Hunt  made  several  important  changes,  and  improved  the  facilities  "  for 
business  by  enlarging  his  paper  from  a  folio  to  its  present  quarto  form.  A  steady  growth  has 
characterized  the  paper  since  his  connection  with  it.  He  was  interested  with  Mr.  Greene  in 
originating  and  publishing  the  humorous  Benjamin  Franklin  Primer,  which  has  been  read, 
laughed  over  and  imitated  throughout  the  laud. 

Mr.  Hunt  had  a  remarkable  love  for  the  town  of  Attleborough.  He  admired  its  people  and 
institutions.  He  rejoiced  in  its  prosperity  and  was  ever  jealous  of  its  reputation.  Anything 
reflecting  on  its  fair  name  found  quick  and  sharp  refutation  in  the  columns  of  his  paper.  But 
if  there  was  one  part  of  the  town  that  he  loved  more  than  another  it  was  the  section  where  he 
and  his  ancestry  had  found  a  home.  He  loved  the  farm  that  his  father  and  grandfather  had 
tilled,  and  where  he,  too,  had  woven,  in  the  mystic  web  of  daily  toil,  ties  of  atfectiou  for  every 
stone  and  tree  and  field.  He  loved  the  little  church  at  Oldtowu,  the  church  where  his  grand- 
father was  deacon  for  more  than  forty  years  and  his  father  nurtured  for  the  sacred  otfices  of 
the  Christian  ministry.  The  yearly  fund  pledged  by  his  grandfather  for  the  support  of  the 
gospel  in  that  place  was,  at  his  father's  death,  assumed  by  him  and  paid  regularly  to  the  last. 
'  "  It  follows  without  saying  that  such  a  man  had  a  deep  affection  for  family  and  kin,"  an  artection 
tender  and  measureless  for  wife  and  children.  His  •'  immediate  circle  of  relatives  had  been  so 
afflicted  that  he  was  the  only  young,  able  man  remaining.  They  found  him  a  ready  advi>er,  and 
prompt  to  assist  where  age  or  sex  imposed  its  hindrances.  How  often  he  lifted  perplexity  and 
care  from  the  brow  of  age  and  laid  them  willingly  upon  his  own  strong  but  overburdened  heart, 
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we  may  iR'vcr  know  .  —  He  l>est  e:m  t»  11  wlio  .-liall  hereafter  say  :  •  Ina-^imicli  as  ye  have  done 
it  unto  one  of  the  lea>t  of  these  my  i)rethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me.'" 

Bnt  the  eirele  of  Mr.  Hunt's  ministration  and  arteetion  was  not  limited  l)y  tlie  ties  of  kinship. 
He  was  a  model  friend.  When  once  there  was  established  between  him  an<l  liis  fellow-man  the 
sacred  bonds  of  friendshii).  they  were  never  loosened  by  any  ne',dect  or  remissness  on  his  part. 
He  was  as  true  as  steel  himself  and  not  a]>t  to  suspect  others  of  duplicity.  If  he  erred  at  all,  it 
was  in  a  too  srreat  devotion  to  the  men  whom  he  called  Ijy  the  fond  name  of  fric^nd.  His  devo- 
tion awakened  a  kindred  feeling  in  their  hearts,  as  was  evidenced  by  the  solicitude  for  him 
during  his  long  illness.  Scores  of  men  intjuiretl  for  his  welfare  as  anxiously  and  persist- 
ently after  he  had  been  confined  to  his  house  for  months  by  a  lingering  disease,  as  if  he  had 
been  suddenly  stricken  by  some  accident.  This  proves  how  large  a  place  he  filled  in  some 
hearts  and  how  dee|)ly  he  must  be  mourned  today.  He  was  connected  with  the  Attleboro 
Council  Xo.  3fi(;.  Royal  Arcanum,  and  as  a  member  of  Orient  Lodge,  No.  ](;."),  T.  O.  O.  F.,  lived 
true  to  the  triple  virtues  of  "  Friendship,  Love  and  Truth.'' 

As  a  man  among  men,  a  citizen,  it  is  not  necessary  in  this  town,  and  csiiecialiy  in  these  col- 
umns where  he  has  week  by  week  ami  year  by  year  laid  bare  his  motives  and  his  very  heart,  to 
bestow  extended  eulogy.  We  all  knew  him.  We  remenil)er  him  as  he  first  came  to  town,  full 
of  the  vigor  and  high  spirit  of  early  manhood;  we  saw  him  enter  upon  a  successful  career  as 
a  journalist,  and  watched  his  plans  for  advancement  bear  fruit  under  his  hanil ;  we  noted  the 
insidious  approach  of  consumption,  the  disease  that  had  swept  away  his  mother  and  a  brother; 
we  heard  his  heroic  avowal  that  if  Ik-  died  it  would  not  be  because  he  wnafrit/hteni'd  to  death; 
and  we  have  followed  bis  brave,  hopeful  struggle  for  life — a  heart  that  never  (piailed,  a  hope 
that  I'ould  not  be  unsmited.  We  have  learned  how,  in  the  quiet  of  a  Sabl)ath  morning,  he 
"  rested  from  his  labors,"  and  looking  over  the  record  of  liis  life  we  have  said :  *'  This  was 
'  an  honest  man,  the  noblest  work  of  God.'  " 

Mr.  Hunt  died  September  0,  1883,  "aged  30  years,  3  inontlis  and  is 
days."  Friends  bore  liira  for  the  last  time  into  the  Second  Congregational 
Churcli,  where  the  finieral  services  were  held,  and  from  thence  he  was  carried 
to  the  cemetery  at  South  Attleborough,  where,  near  his  loved  home,  with 
beautiful  flowers  laid  iiikui  liis  casket  by  the  hands  of  his  two  little  children, 
he  was  gently  placed  in  his  hist  earthly  resting-place.  Though  the  lettering 
above  his  grave  indicates  that  he  had  lived  out  only  half  the  time  allotted  to 
man,  yet  in  the  labors  he  had  accomplished  he  had  lived  a  long  and  estima- 
ble life.  Though  his  days  were  few,  his  good  deeds  were  many.  Men  like 
Eliot  Hunt  call  to  mind  Leigh  Hunt's  beautiful  poem,  "  Abou  lien  Adlicm 
and  the  Angel."  They  each  one  by  their  lives  speak  to  the  recording  nngel. 
saying,— 

"  I  i)ray  thee,  thin, 
Wiile  me  a>  one  wlin  loves  his  fellow  men." 
And  if  that  vision  comes  again 
"  With  great  awakening  light, 
Showiii;.'  the  names  whom  lovr;  of  (Jod  ha-  Mc-sed," 
Lol  Wio-f  of  su<h  Inn'  men  as  he 
Shall  lead  "all  the  rr-t." 
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CHAPTER    XVir. 

BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES,    CONCLUDED. 

HON.  ELISHA  MAY,  a  short  sketch  of  whom  may  be  found  on  a 
preceding  page,  was  the  first  of  his  name  in  town.  He  came  from 
Barringtou  and  settled  in  the  west  part  of  the  town.  He  had  eleven  children, 
of  whom  the  youngest  was  named  Tnlly  and  was  born  May  24,  1787.  He 
was  a  farmer  like  his  father,  but  unlike  him  was  a  quiet,  retiring  man,  show- 
ing no  disposition  for  publicity  or  any  kind  of  official  preferment.  This  was 
simply  lack  of  desire,  not  because  he  was  wanting  in  cnpacity.  It  is  said 
"  he  had  strong  political  preferences,  being  an  old-fashioned  Whig."  His 
wife  was  Hannah  Gay,  who  was  born  October  6,  1791,  and  died  March  28, 
1875,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four.  Mr.  May  died  June  19,  1872, 
having  attained  the  age  of  eighty-five.  They  had  four  children  :  Cynthia, 
Mrs.  Carlos  Barrows,  widow;  Elisha  G.  and  Henry  F.,  all  residing  in 
West  and  South  Attleborough  ;  and  Catherine,  deceased. 

Elisha  Gay  May  was  born  October  6,  1812.  He  was  brought  up  on  a 
farm  with  the  expectation  that  he  would  become  a  farmer,  and  he  received 
only  the  amount  of  schooling  given  at  that  time  to  the  average  country  boy 
—  an  amount  that  was  comparatively  little  more  than  the  ordinary  knowledge 
of  "  reading,  writing,  and  ciphering."  When  he  became  of  age  and  had  the 
right  to  decide  for  himself  he  made  up  his  mind  to  learn  a  trade,  and  fixed 
upon  that  of  button-making.  He  followed  the  calling  of  a  journeyman  in 
that  line  for  three  years,  and  then  returned  to  his  father's  farm  and  took  up 
again  the  old  occupation,  which  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years.  In  18.54 
he  entered  the  firm  of  William  H.  Robinson  &  Co.,  which  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  plated  and  gilt  jewelry.  Four  years  later  this  firm  was 
dissolved,  and  once  more  Mr.  May  became  a  farmer,  this  time  permanently  ; 
and  he  has  been  a  good  and  successful  one,  though  his  farm  is  not  large. 
His  comfortable,  typical  New  England  home  is  near  the  Oldtown  Church, 
and  its  pleasant  "  yard"  has  been  the  scene  of  many  social  gatherings  and 
entertainments  arranged  with  some  charitable  end  in  view. 

In  October,  1839,  he  married  Ann  Janette,  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Sarah  Perry  Draper,  of  this  town.  She  was  of  a  family  whose  tracings  can 
be  followed  back  for  many  generations,  even  in  New  England.  As  a  citizen 
Mr.  May  has  always  been  worthy  of  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  towns- 
men, and  he  possesses  both  in  a  high  degree.  The  same  uprightness  of 
principle   and  integrity  of  character  for  which  the  grandfather  was  distiu- 
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guished  are  maintainod  in  tlio  life  and  cliaracter  of  the  graudsou,  though  he 
inherits  too  a  goodW  share  of  his  father's  retiring  nature,  in  that  he  seeks 
no  publicity  ;  but  if  placed  in  any  office,  he  gives  himself  with  fidelity  to  the 
performance  of  its  duties.  He  has  held  several  of  the  various  town  offices, 
and  several  times,  such  as  selectman,  assessor,  overseer  of  the  poor,  etc. 
He  has  been  vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the  Attleborough  Agricultural 
Association,  under  one  or  both  of  its  names,  and  was  one  of  the  first  mem- 
bers of  tlie  Board  of  Health  ;  he  still  holds  several  of  these  offices,  and  has 
been  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  fully  forty  years  —  in  all  instances  meeting 
the  approval  of  those  who  placed  him  in  the  various  positions  he  has  occu- 
pied. In  his  church  and  society  he  is  one  whom  both  pastor  and  people 
depend  upon  in  cases  where  a  large  heart,  good  judgment,  and  a  liberal  hand 
are  needed,  sure  that  in  all  these  regards  he  will  not  fail  them.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican. 

"  Kind  hearted  and  generous,  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  May  have  been  lil)eral 
supporters  of  church  organizations  and  benevolence,  and  the  suffering  and 
distressed  have  often  ])een  relieve<l  by  their  unostentatious  ministrations." 
They  have  no  children.' 

Henry  D.  Merritt  was  born  in  Ilartland,  \'t..  .January  16,  1S26.  He 
had  no  advantages  in  the  way  of  an  education  beyond  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  town,  but  through  his  own  energj'  and  resolution  "  he  acquired 
by  reading  and  reflection  a  good  practical  education."  When  about  eighteen 
"  he  left  home  to  seek  his  fortune."  We  find  him  first  in  Boston,  learning 
the  tailor's  trade,  and  then  in  North  Attleborough,  as  clerk  to  H,  M.  Kichards, 
in  which  capacity  "  he  was  industrious  and  faithful,  proving  to  be  one  of  the 
most  successful  salesmen  in  Mr.  Kicliards'  employ."  In  1S58  he  became 
himself  a  jewelry  manufacturer,  ami  his  first  partner  was  .Joseph  B.  Drai)er, 
the  firm  name  being  Merritt  «&  Draper.  After  a  few  years  the  business 
was  removed  from  North  Attleborough  to  Mansfield,  and  after  a  time  Mr. 
Merritt  retired.  His  successor  w:is  .Joiin  Shepaidson.  and  in  time  Mr.  Mer- 
ritt entered  into  partnership  with   him,  untlcr  the   name  of   II.  1).  ^Merritt   iV 


'  Mrs.  May  ilk-d  Aii;:u>i  II,  1mi<I,  iiinl  .Mr.  May  .Jiiiiuary  iS,  is;i2.  Not  Icuij?  ?^ul)si'(|iiLMit  to  this  event 
tliclr  homestead  was  sohl  to  the  present  owner,  Mr.  M.  C.  l.athroii,  whose  wife,  It  Is  Interestlii)?  to 
note,  1b  a  lineal  ilescenilaiil  of  the  original  owner  of  the  house  —Captain  .John  Stearns,  who  was 
very  prominent  In  public  atTalrs  In  Kevoliitlonary  times,  (^'aplaln  Stearns  was  horn  In  1711  aticl  tlleil 
AuKiist  !.'»,  17'J2,  In  hi-  elifhty-llrst  year.  The  exact  <lale  of  the  hnlhllnK  of  the  house  cannot  he  deter 
mined,  hut  It  was  prohalily  ahout  1741,  over  one  hundred  and  llfty  years  aKo,and  memhcrs  of  the  llftli 
nml  sixth  generallons  from  the  llrst  owner  now  reside  In  It.  It  Is  pleasant  to  record  such  a  fact  as  this, 
and  to  find  now  and  a^aln  a  house  where  family  links  still  hind  the  present  to  a  far  away  and  honor- 
aide  past.  Alioiit  \;w  (Japtaln  Steani-  liullt  a  house  In  the  vicinity  of  his  nwn  lor  a  dau>.diter  upon 
her  marrlaKe  with  a  Mr.  Stratton.  'riils  house  with  the  land  belouKluK  1**  now  occupied  hy  Mrs.  Ahhy 
S.  Kent,  his  j^rcat  (frandd.iuKhler.  'I'he  two  placi-s  have  recently  been  dh  Ideil  Into  liulldluK  lots,  and 
received  the  pretty  and  appropriate  name  of  Kentston  I'ark.  It  Is  the  Intention  of  the  family  In  the 
near  future  to  develop  the  tract  and  make  of  It  a  place  of  resilience  —  a  plan  easy  of  accomplishment, 
as  there  are  many  attractions  to  those  wishing  for  pure  air  and  quiet  hoineit  In  the  midst  of  real 
country  scenery  and  surroundings. 
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Co.  This  was  in  1870,  aud  in  1872  this  firm  came  to  North  Attleboroiigh, 
where  they  did  a  successful  business  and  one  which  constantly  increased. 
During  the  latter  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Merritt  spent  a  considerable  portion 
of  his  time  in  New  York  in  connection  with  his  business,  but  he  purchased  a 
home  in  North  Attleborough,  and  his  family  resided  there.  His  wife  was 
Marietta  Aldrich,  by  whom  he  had  two  children  — Clara  R.^  and  Henrv  D. 
''As  a  business  man,  Mr.  Merritt  was  very  successful.  He  carried  into 
every  department  a  methodical  mind,  untiring  industry,  and  sterling  honesty. 
In  private  life  he  was  a  man  of  quiet,  unassuming  manners,  unexceptionable 
habits,  aud  upriglit  in  his  intercourse  with  others." 

Alfred  Pierce  is  a  descendant  of  tbe  Pierce  family  of  Rehoboth,  who 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  that  town.  Barnard  Pierce  was  a  well- 
respected  citizen  there.  Jeremiah,  his  son,  was  born  there  August  29,  L786. 
He  was  a  successful  carpeuter  and  farmer,  "  honorable  and  upright,  aud  a 
useful,  much  loved  citizen."  He  married  Candace  Wheeler,  November  9, 
1806,  by  whom  he  had  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  are  still  living.  Mr. 
Pierce  died  in  1837  and  Mrs.  Pierce  in  1882,  she  "  having  attained  the 
remarkable  age  of  ninety-three  years  and  eighteen  days."  [One  or  two  of 
the  children  have  since  died.] 

Alfred,  the  son  of  Jeremiah  aud  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Rehoboth,  December  31,  1821.  Its  schools  afforded  his  only  education  and 
at  fifteen  he  was  apprenticed  "to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade."  He  com- 
menced life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  as  a  carpenter,  in  Pawtucket. 
After  staying  there  about  four  years  he  went  back  to  his  native  town  and 
engaged  in  farming  in  connection  with  the  work  of  his  trade.  He  was 
occupied  in  that  way  for  two  years,  when  he  came  to  Attleborough  and 
attended  exclusively  to  the  business  of  carpentering  until  1851,  when  the 
''gold  fever"  attacked  him  and  he  went  to  California.  He  worked  in  the 
mines  there  for  a  year  aud  a  half,  and  then  went  to  Melbourne,  Australia. 
Here  he  worked  in  the  mines  about  ten  months,  and  met  with  the  same 
comparative  success  he  had  had  in  California.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
started  for  home,  stayed  a  few  weeks  in  Aspinwall  on  the  way  and  did  some 
carpenter  work,  and  then  came  back  to  this  town.  Since  then  he  has 
remained  here,  with  the  exception  only  of  eighteen  months  passed  in  Illinois. 

In  1869  Mr.  Pierce  associated  with  himself  Arthur  B.  Carpenter,  of  this 
town,  forming  a  firm  to  conduct  the  business  of  lumber  merchants  and  coal 
dealers.  Pierce  &  Carpenter  have  been  and  still  are  successful,  and  for 
man}'  years  have  been  doing  quite  an  extensive  business  in  their  lines.  Mr. 
Pierce  is  himself  quite  a  large  real  estate  owner.  He  built  one  of  the  busi- 
ness blocks  in  East  Attleborough,  one  in  which  some  of  the  most  attractive 


^She  married  Mr.  Horace  P.  Kent,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.     He  is  now  a  resident  of  North  Attle- 
borough. 
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Stores  in  the  vill:iu;e  are  located  ami  which  in:i_v  l)e  decitletUy  caUed  a  "  viUage 
improveiuent."  Ou  December  G,  l.sii,").  he  was  married  to  Martha  R.  Wil- 
liams, the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Polly  Kichardson  Williams,  of  this  town. 
Their  only  child  is  Marion  W.  Pierce.     [Now  Mrs.  Miles  Carter.] 

Blkkii.l  Poutkk,  Jr.,  is  a  native  of  Charlestown,  N.  II..  where  he  was 
born  February'  22,  1832.  "•  His  paternal  grandfather  was  Asahel  Carpenter 
Porter,  a  fanner  from  Coventry,  Conn.,  and  his  maternal  grandfather  was 
John  Garfield,  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  Garfields  who  early  settled  in 
Spencer,  Mass.  He  is  a  son  of  Burrill  and  Snsan  Garfield  Porter,  and  is  the 
oldest  of  a  family  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  reached  the  age  of  manhood, 
and  most  of  whom  are  now  living  industrious  and  useful  lives."  Mr.  Porter 
was  brought  up  on  his  father's  farm,  attending  the  public  schools  of  Langdon. 
N.  H.,  and  preparing  for  college  at  the  academies  in  Westminster  and 
Saxton's  River,  Vt.  In  ]\Iarch,  1853,  he  entered  Dartmouth  College  more 
than  a  year  in  advance  of  his  class,  and  graduated  in  1856. 

He  chose  a  most  arduous  but  equally  honorable  profession,  that  of  a 
teacher,  and  followed  it  with  success  for  twenty-three  years.  '' During  this 
time  he  was  principal  of  academies  at  Canaan,  Alstead,  and  Swansea,  N.  H., 
teacher  of  public  schools  in  Cleveland  and  P^ostoria,  Ohio,  and  principal  of 
high  schools  in  Braintree  and  this  town,  (in  Massachusetts).  He  was  the 
first  principal  of  the  North  High  School,  and  held  that  position  twelve  years 
and  a  half,  during  which  time  there  were  graduated  from  the  school  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  students."  He  resigned  this  position  in  1879.  During  that 
year  "he  was  elected  selectman  and  assessor,  and  appointed  collector  of 
taxes."  In  1880  he  was  selected  as  overseer  of  the  poor.  "  He  was  elected 
representative  for  the  First  Bristol  District  —  which  includes  the  towns  of 
Attleborough,  Norton,  and  Mansfield  —  in  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
for  the  year  1881,  when  the  public  statutes  were  ado[)ted."  He  was  a 
member  of  the  first  connnittcc  which  served  when  the  North  Attleborough 
Librarv  Association  was  formed  and  liecame  a  member  of  the  prudential 
committee  of  the  Union  lm[)rovement  District,  whidi  now  supports  the 
library  "as  a  free  and  public"  institution.  Mr.  I'orter  is  connected  with 
the  First  Universalist  Society  in  town,  has  been  on  its  parish  connnittee  and 
treasurer  of  its  funds.  He  was  one  of  tlic  l)uildin<i  comniittcc  of  tiic  i)arish 
during  the  erection  of  tlie  nc^w  church  and  parsonage  four  or  live  years  ago. 
He  received  the  appointment  of  postmaster  for  the  village  of  North  Attle- 
borough sever.il  years  since  and  (•()iitinues  to  occupy  the  position.'  He  lias 
identifi(!d  himself  thoroughly  with  the  town  and  hei'  interests,  taken  u])  the 
duties  of  a  good  citizen  with  intelligence  and  perfornnvl  them  with  fidelity. 
He  prepared  a  very  interesting  chapter  on  tlic  ri^e   ami    pi-ogress  of   the    town 
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schools,  etc.,  ill  Attleborough,  which  was  published  in  the  sketch  of  our 
history  in  the  History  of  Bristol  County,  and  various  quotations  from  it  are 
made  in  the  similar  chapter  of  this  work. 

PRICE. 

Edward  Price  was  born  in  Birmingham,  England,  November  19.  1776. 
He  came  to  this  country  in  1794,  and  either  immediately  after  his  arrival  or 
in  a  very  short  time,  to  this  town,  for  it  was  only  two  years  after,  in  1796, 
that  he  married  Sarah,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  Woodcock  Daggett, 
of  Attleborough.  He  had  been  a  button  manufacturer  in  his  native  countrv 
and  skilled  in  the  trade.  He  brought  machinery  with  him  from  England,  and 
was  the  first  to  make  buttons  in  these  parts,  if  not  in  all  America.  He  lived 
in  the  East  village  for  a  while,  doing  business  near  there,  and  then  returned  to 
North  Attleborough.  In  1811  he  was  induced  to  engage  in  cotton  manu- 
facturing, but  it  proved  an  unsuccessful  venture.  Subsequently  he  became 
a  large  real  estate  owner. 

George  Price,  the  second  son  of  the  above,  was  born  in  North  Attle- 
borough, November  14,  1806,  probably  in  a  house  that  then  stood  on  the  site 
of  Wamsutta  Block.  "The  early  death  of  his  father  made  the  boyhood  of 
George  Price  a  laborious  one.  From  the  night  when  the  father  was  suddenly 
stricken  down,  and  he  ran  out,  jacket  in  hand,  after  a  physician,  his  life  was 
one  of  care,  activity  and  respousibilit}'.  One  3'ear  in  the  common  school 
constituted  his  educational  advantages.  He  carried  on  the  farm  in  his  early 
years,  and  found  time  as  well  to  work  at  brass-founding."  When  the  jewelry 
business  became  prominent  and  promising  in  town  he  decided  to  engage  in 
that,  and  began  by  serving  an  apprenticeship  with  the  firm  of  Draper,  Tift't 
&  Co.  In  time  he  became  a  manufacturer  and  the  first  known  partner  was 
Calvin  Richards.  He  built  the  shop  which  still  stands  opposite  his  late 
residence  —  a  pretty  spot  not  far  from  the  centre  of  the  Falls  village  on  a 
road  leading  over  Mount  Hope  hill.  This  was  the  third  jewelry  shop  ever 
built  in  town,  and  though  now  a  small  one  was  then  considered  very  large. 
His  partner  in  the  new  shop  was  S.  S.  Daggett  and  their  specialty  fire-gilt 
jewelry.  Mr.  Price  continued  there  for  six  years,  but  retired  in  18.56  and 
resumed  the  care  of  his  farm,  to  which  meanwhile  he  had  made  large  additions. 

He  was  now  fifty  years  old,  and  up  to  this  time  had  held  no  public  offices, 
but  from  this  time  forward  until  his  death  he  was  constantly  in  one  or  more 
positions  of  responsibility.  "  His  career  shows  that  twenty-five  years  after 
fifty  is  just  as  long  as  twenty-five  years  before,  and  that  some  men  can  employ 
both  to  equal  advantage."  In  1855  the  question  as  to  the  advisability  of 
dividing  the  town  arose  and  Mr.  Price  was  chairman  of  a  committee  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  matter.  The  report  was  favorable  —  the  reason 
given  that  the  voters  numbered  over  a  thousand  and  were  therefore  not  easy 
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to  inanagi'  properly  ;  Imt  Mr.  Price  coiisidert'd  division  even  in  view  of  tiiat 
fact  unwise,  and  he  declined  to  sign  tlie  report.  From  I806  to  l^GO  lie  was 
selectman,  assessor,  and  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  the  three  following  years 
town  treasurer.  He  was  reelected  to  the  latter  office  in  1869  and  kept  it 
during  the  rest  of  his  life.  In  the  winter  of  1877-78  he  was  a  rei>resentative 
at  the  General  Court.  He  was  most  eainest  and  active  in  the  foiination  of 
the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Association  and  lu-ld  the  office  of  its  president 
from  the  commencement  in  1809  until  1877.  He  was  among  the  first  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  toward  securing  permanent  accounnodations  for  the  uses 
of  the  association,  and  to  him  it  was  largely  indebted  for  its  present  line 
orrounds  and  commodious  Iniildings.  He  labored  earnestly  to  relieve  the 
association  of  its  debt,  devoting  much  time  and  money  to  that  purpose.  He 
entered  the  Washington  Rifle  Corps  as  a  private  and  rose  through  every  grade 
of  rank  to  that  of  its  captain,  and  was  the  last  who  held  that  office. 

One  says  :  •'  If  we  were  to  select  any  traits  of  character  for  which  Mr. 
Price  was  especially  remarkal)le,  it  would  be  his  activity,  honesty,  and  fidelity 
to  what  he  believed  to  be  right.  His  mental  activity  was  wonderful,  and 
ceased  only  with  his  life.  His  honesty  made  him  not  less  exacting  with 
himself  than  witii  others.  His  accounts  were  always  correct,  his  dealings 
always  s<[uare.  Crookedness  in  others  he  considered  absolutely  without 
excuse,  and  dishonesty  of  any  kind  he  despised  beyond  measure.  He  was 
not  hasty  in  his  judgments,  but  a  conclusion  once  ri-ached  by  what  seemed  to 
him  sufficient  data  was  rarely  abandoned.  He  was  faithful  to  his  convictions. 
This  is  illustrated  by  his  adherence  to  the  doctrines  of  the  old  Whig  party  ; 
he  voted  the  Republican  ticket  as  the  least  objectionable  alternative  ;  l)ut  at 
heart  he  was  a  loyal  Whig  to  the  last."  He  "  upheld  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  Christianity,"  but  did  not  accept  the  peculiar  dogmas  of  any  sjiecial 
denomination. 

In  October,  18-J9.  he  was  married  to  Martha  (lalusha  (Jraut.of  Swansea, 
Mass.,  and  this  union  lasted  al)ove  fifty  years.  They  had  nine  ciiildren  : 
^Martha  S..  Mrs.  J.  1).  Pierce,  deceased;  (Jeorge  G.  ;  Sarah  A.,  Mrs.  S.  N. 
Newcomb  ;  William  M.  ;  Corisande.  Mrs.  George  A.  Brock,  deceased;  Mary 
(t.,  deceased;  Edwanl  K'.  :  Cai-olinc  1'.,  Mrs.  Roswell  Blackiuton.  of  this 
town  ;  and  .Mice  M.  Mr.  Price  die<l  ,Iuly  \'.K  lSS-_>.  having  lived  a  long  and 
useful  life,  and  leaving  a  stainh'ss  recoid  to  be  clierisiied,  not  only  l>y  his 
sons  and  daughters.  Itut  by  his  community,  ami  the  whole  town  whose  best 
interests  he  had  at  heart,  and  foi-  which  he  lalmied  during  many  years. 

Ki»WAi{i)  K.  PiMi  I.  was  liorn  ( )elober  9,  islC.  Aftei- attending  the  pnl)lic 
schools  here  he  entered  the  (ireen  Mountain  Institute  at  South  Woodstock, 
\'l.,  where  he  eonipleted  his  school  education.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  in 
18(i.',.  he  entered  the  Attleboroiigh  I'.ank  as  elerU,  riMiuiining  in  that  position 
for  five  years.  In  1870,  when  Imi  1  weiity-four  years  of  age,  lie  was  elected 
cashier  of   the  bank,  a  signilieant  fact,  one   which   in   a   word   gives  his  char- 
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acter,  capacity,  and  reputation.  Id  April,  1872,  he  became  the  treasurer  of 
the  Attleborough  Savings  Bank,  aud  these  two  positions  he  still  retains,  the 
former  as  that  of  the  North  Attleborough  National  Bank  under  a  new 
charter  granted  in  1885.  He  holds  these  positions  now,  as  always,  with  the 
perfect  confidence  of  those  associated  with  him  officially,  and  of  the  entire 
community  and  town.  Mr.  Price  seems  to  have  inherited  in  large  measure 
the  strict  integrity  and  unassailable  honesty  of  his  father,  and  the  same  per- 
fect correctness  in  business  dealings  and  operations.  No  stronger  proof  of 
this  could  be  given  than  the  statement  of  his  election  at  so  early  an  age  to  a 
position  of  large  financial  trust,  and  his  retention  of  the  same  through  so  many 
consecutive  years,  especially  when,  as  is  the  case,  those  years  have  been  full 
of  alluring  temptations  in  the  money-getting  line,  when  thousands  of  fortunes 
have  been  made  in  a  day,  though  in  ways  the  fathers  never  dreamed  of. 
Really  the  men  of  to-day  who  resist  the  temptation  to  make  money  a  little 
faster  than  the  old  legitimate  methods  enable  them  to  do,  particularly  when 
they  have  the  constant  handling  of  large  sums,  even  though  these  belong  to 
other  people,  deserve  great  credit,  and  Attleborough  can  point  to  the  record 
of  her  two  cashiers  with  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  confident  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Price  holds  various  local  offices  ;  is  clerk  of  the  First  Universalist 
Parish,  treasurer  of  the  North  Attleborough  Water  Company,  etc.,  and  he 
is  also  vice-president  of  the  Manhattan  Cattle  Company  of  Cheyenne, 
"Wyoming  Territor3^  He  is  a  member  of  Aurora  Lodge,  and  prominent  in 
Bristol  Lodge  F.  and  A.  M.,  aud  is  one  of  its  Past  Masters.  He  is 
thoroughly  interested  in  this  ancient  organization  and  in  all  that  pertains  to 
its  history.  Through  his  instrumentality  the  valuable  old  charter  of  the  lodge 
has  been  suitably  and  carefully  framed  and  thus  perserved  from  destruction. 
He  is,  too,  thoroughly  interested  in  his  town,  in  her  reputation  and  status,  both 
past  and  present.  He  wished  these  to  continue  single,  not  double,  and  he 
did  all  he  could  to  prevent  division.  He  is  to  be  ranked  among  Attle- 
borough's  best  citizens.  His  courteous  manners  make  him  agreeable  as  an 
associate  and  friend ;  his  business  experience  makes  his  judgment  worthy 
of  reliance  ;  aud  his  character  commands  and  obtains  the  respect  of  every- 
body. 

December  29,  1869,  he  married  Ella  M.  Jillson,  of  South  Attleborough. 
Their  only  child  is  a  daughter,  Mary  Daggett  Price. 

READ. 

The  Read  familv  traces  its  genealogy  back  many  hundreds  of  years  to 
1139,  when  one  "  Brianus  de  Reed "  was  "a  noted  man  of  Lincolnshire, 
England."  From  his  two  sons,  "  Robert  of  Reed,  and  Thomas  of  Reed- 
dale,"  the  family  has  descended.  The  records  mention  one  "William  Rede 
an  eminent  mathematician,  who  in  1369  was  made  Bishop  of  Chichester." 
One  John  Read,  born  in  1598,  with  a  brother,  AYilliam,  born  in  1596,  came 
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to  this  couutrv  iu  Goveniui-  Wiiuhro[)'s  tteot  in  l<i20.  John  lived  iu  Dor- 
chester, Braiutree,  and  Weymouth,  and  in  1()43  came  to  Rehoboth.  He  was 
a  freeman,  proltably  tiie  one  admitted  in  KUO,  and  had  held  responsible 
positions  in  Massachusetts  Colony.  lie  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors 
of  Rehoboth  and  a  man  of  substance,  for  lie  was  ''taxed  on  three  hundred 
pounds,  a  very  larire  estate  for  those  days."  lie  held  various  otlices  of  trust, 
was  an  active  and  influential  man  in  both  civil  and  religious  affairs,  and  from 
the  first  "a  leading  citizen."  He  attained  great  length  of  days  and  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-seven.  It  is  said  of  his  numerous  descendants  that  "  as 
a  body,  they  are  thrifty,  law-abiding,  and  industrious,  doing  honor  to  their 
noble  pioneer  ancestor."  John  had  a  son  Daniel,  and  a  grandson  of  the 
same  name  who  came  to  this  town,  about  1716,  with  five  children.  By  his 
second  wife,  whose  name  was  Ide,  he  had  eight  children,  of  whom  the  oldest 
was  also  named  Daniel.  He  had  a  son  Levi,  of  the  fourth  generation  from 
.John,  who  was  born  in  1762.  He  was  an  honest,  industrious  farmer  and  led 
a  quiet,  unpretending,  but  useful  life.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Oldtown  for  sixty  years  ;  was  earnest  and  faithful  in 
church  affairs  and  generous  towards  all  objects  of  benevolence.  His  wife 
was  Nancy  Hunt,  of  this  town,  and  they  liad  eight  children.  Mr.  Read 
died  in  1853,  "having  attained  the  remarkal)le  age  of  ninety-one  years,  and 
left  the  record  of  an  untarnished  life  of  Christian  activity  and  good  works." 

Henry  Clifford  Read  is  a  descendant  of  this  family,  the  son  of  Levi,  and 
he  was  born  May  8,  1810.  on  the  spot  where  he  now  lives.  He  received 
only  a  common-school  education,  "  taught  two  terms,"  and  was  a  farmer  at 
home  until  he  was  about  twenty-one.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist 
and  worke<l  at  it  al)out  three  years  in  Worcester  and  Providence.  When 
quite  young  he  married  Eunice  D.  Tyler,  of  this  town,  by  whom  he  had  two 
cliildren,  both  f)f  whom,  with  the  mother,  are  dead.  Many  years  ago  Mr. 
Read  went  to  Illinois  and  spent  ten  years  in  that  State  as  a  fni  uicr.  Then 
he  returned  to  his  old  home  here,  the  place  whicli  has  l)een  in  the  family  since 
bis  grandfather's  time.  January  3,  185(),  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Al)bie  H. 
Sherman,  daughtei' f)f  Shadrac  Davis,  of  New  Hcdfitrd,  INIass.,  by  whom  he 
has  had  two  children,  Henry  C.  and  liufus  ('. 

Like  many  of  his  townsmen  ]Mr.  Ucad  was  a  Whig,  and  is  a  Kcpulilican. 
He  has  been  a  selectman  aii<l  a  membei'  of  the  State  JA-gislaturi'.  lli'  has 
discharged  tiie  duties  of  these  and  other  positions  well,  tliereby  proving  him- 
self a  worthy  citizen  and  gaining  the  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He 
shows  himself  ready  to  aid  every  good  work.  He  formerly  held  the  •*  faitli 
of  his  fathers,"  l)Ut  of  later  years  lias  accepted  tlie  doctrine  of  S|)iritualism. 
He  and  his  father's  fainiiy  have  been  strong  tcmpciancc  uim.  using  ncillicr 
liquor  nor  tobacco  in  any  form. 

A  son  of  Mr.  Read  Ity  his  lirst  wife,  Samuel  T.  Uead.  was  captain  on 
fieneral    Butler's   statV    at    the    beginning    of    the  war  of    iln'    Kebellion,  at 
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General  Butler's  own  request.  He  raised  a  company  in  Boston,  entered  the 
service,  and  reached  the  rank  of  colonel.  After  the  war  he  married  and 
settled  in  Natchez,  Miss.,  where  he  died  in  1880. 

Clement  O.  Read,  an  older  brother  of  Henry  C,  "was  the  pioneer  in 
the  screw  business."  His  first  essay  was  in  the  manufacture  of  wood  screws 
in  the  mill  called  "  the  City  Factory,"  or  the  "  Attleborough  City  Mill,"  once 
owned  by  Daniel  Read  &  Co.,  and  with  machinery  of  his  own  invention. 
"His  pecuniary  means  being  limited,  he  associated  Rhode  Island  capitalists 
with  him,  and  removed  his  works  to  Providence,  at  the  corner  of  Hewes  and 
Charles  streets,  where  the  American  Screw  Company's  mills  are  now.  The 
difficulty  of  putting  a  new  article  upon  the  market  at  a  price  within  tlie 
reach  of  the  consumers  was  an  obstacle  that  the  company  could  not  over- 
come, and  Mr.  Read  suffered  the  loss  of  what  money  he  put  into  the  busi- 
ness. But  this  enterprise  has  since  grown,  and  the  screws  manufactured  by 
the  company  that  grew  out  of  this  effort  of  our  worthy  and  ingenious  towns- 
man have  acquired  a  world-wide  reputation." 

Mr.  Read  was  a  thorough  mechanic,  and  the  inventor  of  a  large  number 
of  useful  pieces  of  mechanism.  He  lived  a  "  long,  exemplary,  and  useful 
life."  He  died  at  Perth  Amboy,  New  Jersey,  to  which  place  he  had  some 
time  previously  removed,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine,  a  man  who  had  been  a 
good  citizen  and  true  friend,  and  one  "  whose  memory  will  be  revered  and 
loved  by  all  who  knew  him." 

RICHARDS. 

Thomas  Richards  was  the  first  of  this  name  known  in  this  country,  and 
he  was  born  in  Dorchester,  England,  about  the  year  1590.  According  to  a 
history  of  the  family,  he  "  was  a  man  of  standing  in  the  mother  country, 
and  one  of  the  principal  men  in  the  new.  He  was  a  merchant,  and  dignified 
by  the  title  of  '  Mr.,'  a  high  honor  in  colonial  days."  He  was  a  descendant 
of  James  Richards,  of  Somerset  County,  and  of  Sir  Richard  Richards, 
"  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  and  often  President  of  the 
House  of  Lords,"  who  was  possessor  of  a  manor-house  which  is  still  standing 
in  Wales,  and  whose  family  were  called  "ancient  possessors"  as  early  as 
1550.  Thomas  Richards  had  several  children.  A  son,  John,  "Worshipful 
and  Major,"  and  an  eminent  man  of  his  time,  married  a  daughter  of  Gov- 
ernor Winthrop  ;  one  daughter,  Mary,  married  Thomas  Hinckley,  Governor  of 
Plymouth;  another,  Alice,  married  Major  William  Bradford,  Deputy  Gov- 
ernor of  Plymouth  ;    and  there  were  other  children. 

Edward  Richards,  from  whom  those  in  this  town  are  descended,  was  a 
nephew  of  Thomas,  and  settled  in  Dedham  about  1635,  being  one  of  the 
"principal  planters"  of  thai  town.  He  was  a  prominent  man  there,  a  free- 
man, a  blameless  church  member,  and  a  man  of  large  property.  He  was 
elected  selectman  nine  years  consecutively.     John,  the  son  of  Edward,  was 
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born,  married,  nnd  died  in  Dedhain.  His  son  John  married  there  also,  and 
lived  on  his  father's  homestead.  One  of  his  sous  was  a  physician,  a  colonel, 
and  a  leading  citizen  of  that  town.  Another  son,  John,  married  Abigail 
Avery,  and  two  of  their  sons,  Edward  and  Nathan,  were  the  tirst  of  the 
name  who  came  to  Attleborongh.  All  the  records  show  that  the  family  were 
for  many  generations  the  possessors  of  wealth  and  high  social  position. 
They  were  gentlemen  by  birth,  edncatiou,  and  association,  and  manifested 
the  advantages  of  these  inheritances  and  possessions  by  the  eminence  they 
so  often  attained. 

Kdwaiu)  Richards,  the  first  in  this  town  of  his  name,  was  born  in  Ded- 
ham  in  1724,  and  in  1756  he  married  Mary  Fisher,  of  that  place.  The  date 
of  his  removal  to  this  town  is  1760,  and  he  at  once  took  a  prominent  position 
in  its  affairs.  He  served  "most  faithfully  in  the  niany  positions  of  trust" 
which  he  was  called  to  fill.  His  name  appears  fre(]uently  upon  the  records 
of  Revolutionary  times  as  a  member  of  the  important  committees  of  "  Safety 
and  Correspondence,"  and  it  stands  first  upon  the  list  of  the  five  gentlemen 
first  chosen  as  such  a  committee  in  1774;  '-and  among  the  judges  of  the 
Superior  and  Inferior  Court  created  by  the  town,"  his  name  is  also  to  be 
found.  During  this  time  "  he  was  either  first,  oi-  among  the  first,"  He  had 
four  sons,  some  of  whom  he  probably  brought  with  him  when  very  young  to 
this  town,  and  all  of  whom  settled  here.  One  of  these,  Calvin,  was  of  a 
different  mold  from  many  of  the  family,  for  of  him  it  has  been  said:  "  He 
was  a  quiet,  peaceful  citizen."  He  had  seven  sons  :  Ilervey,  who  died  at  an 
early  age;  Manning,  Peyton,  Calvin,  Spencer,  Ira,  and  Ichabod  :  and  two 
daughters. 

Manning  Richakks  became  a  farmer,  but  not  on  a  large  scale,  and  after 
a  time  he  added  a  manufacturing  business  to  this  occupation,  for  he  was  of 
"  a  mechanical  turn  of  mind."  He  turned  his  attention  to  jewelry  soon 
after  that  manufacture  was  commenced  in  town,  built  a  shop  on  his  farm 
about  two  miles  from  the  village  of  North  Attleborongh,  and  liad  for  a 
while  and  for  that  time  a  considerable  business.  Subsocjucntly  he  removed 
to  the  village,  and  ''opened  a  variety  store  and  pid)lic  liouse,"  on  the  site  of 
T.  K.  Hancock's  store.  Reverses  came,  however,  and  he  lost  a  large  portion 
of  the  property  he  liad  accuinulatcd.      His  death  occiincd  in  is-id. 

Hon.  Hkkvey  Manning  Riciiakks  was  the  son  of  Manning  and  Susan 
Hverett  Itichards.  and  was  born  on  iiis  fatiier's  farm  .Inly  11,  1H12.  He 
must  have  had  oidy  scant  opportunity  for  a  school  cdncatitju,  as  he  was 
but  fourteen  years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  and  the  loss  of  property 
which  the  father  had  sustainod  caused  him  to  be  U'ft  with  the  responsibility 
of  becoming  the  support  of  his  mother  and  two  sisters.  The  outlook  does 
not  seciii  to  have  discouraged  him.  lad  as  lit-  was,  for  lie  went  to  worl<  at  once 
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and  manfully.  He  learned  the  jewelry  trade,  as  an  apprentice  to  his  uncle, 
Ira  Richards,  managed  withal  to  save  a  little  money,  and,  "while  yet  a  boy 
in  his  teens,"  commenced  business  for  himself,  his  energy  and  industry 
taking  the  place  of  reserve  force  which  is  usually  given  to  capital.  "  His  busi- 
ness career  of  nearly  sixty  years  is  remarkable  for  the  enterprise  displayed, 
and  the  signal  reverses  met." 

He  had  scarcely  begun  to  prosper  in  his  first  venture  when  his  shop  was 
burned.  Directly  he  formed  a  partnership  with  George  Morse,  as  Morse  & 
Richards.  Mr.  Morse  was  an  excellent  mechanic,  so  he  took  charge  of 
the  manufacturing,  and  Mr.  Richards  tried  the  to  him  new  line  of  a  sales- 
man's position,  proved  a  success,  and  the  firm  prospered.  In  1833,  when 
just  twenty-one,  he  was  joined  by  his  cousin,  Edmund  Ira  Richards,  who  was 
just  eighteen.  They  "  bought  copper  cents  from  a  firm  in  Taunton,  which 
also  sold  to  the  government,  and  stamping  them  with  a  caricature  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  and  the  motto  '  I  take  the  responsibility,'  put  them  on  the  market." 
These  were  at  once  in  great  demand,  and  purchasers,  finding  they  could  be 
passed  as  money,  proceeded  to  pass  them ;  but  Government  soon  vetoed  the 
enterprise.  This  young  firm  had  such  marked  success  that  Ira  Richards  was 
persuaded  to  retire  from  the  firm  of  Draper,  Tifft  &  Co.  "and  go  into 
business  with  '  The  boys.'  "  This  occurred  in  1834,  and  the  firm  thus 
formed  was  Ira  Richards  &  Co.,  one  well  known,  and  "second  to  none"  in 
the  jewelry  business.  The  amount  of  capital  was  $2,000,  and  at  the  end 
of  twenty  weeks  the  proceeds  were  $20,000. 

In  1836  H.  M.  Richards  retired  from  this  firm.  He  bought  out  W.  B. 
Franklin,  who  was  then  at  work  in  the  first  jewelry-shop  ever  known  in  the 
village  of  North  Attleborough,  but  remained  there  only  a  short  time,  when 
he  went  to  Philadelphia  and  opened  a  manufactory  in  that  city.  He  took 
with  him  some  skilful  workmen  from  here,  among  them  W.  D.  Whiting  and 
Otis  Stanley.  For  some  years  he  was  successful,  but  then,  having  engaged 
in  some  large  speculations  (••  the  mulberry  tree  speculations  ")  which  resulted 
unfavorably,  he  lost  his  fortune  and  returned  to  his  native  town.  He  was 
then  only  thirty-nine  and  was  for  the  third  time  where  he  started  —  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ladder  and  without  money.  He  was  in  reality  worse  off  than 
at  first,  for  he  had  already  tasted  of  the  fruits  of  success;  but  he  had  lost 
none  of  his  inborn  energy  and  courage,  and  he  began  again  with  the  timely 
assistance  of  his  uncle  Ira,  and  with  unabated  determination  to  compel 
fortune  to  his  will  once  more.  "He  went  to  Plainville,  bargained  for  the 
whole  village,  and  opened  a  factory  there,"  and  at  the  same  time  took  up 
his  residence  in  that  place. 

"  Unfortunately,  before  he  had  paid  the  money,  a  larger  offer  had  been 
accepted,"  and  this  compelled  him  to  change  all  his  plans  and  "to  go  else- 
where." He  then  located  in  North  Attleborough,  in  a  shop  that  stood  nearly 
opposite   his   late  residence.     From   this   time  he  grew   wealthy   with  great 
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rapidity,  and  foreseeing  far  more  clearly  than  any  one  else  at  that  time  the 
possibilities  of  both  Attleboroiiuh  Falls  and  his  own  village,  he  made  large 
investments  in  real  estate  in  both  places.  "  He  once  owned  all  the  east  side 
of  Washington-street  from  Elm-street  to  and  including  the  site  of  Codding's 
block  ;  and  on  the  west  side  from  Ouild's  block  to  Richards-avenue  [exclusive 
of  the  Universalist  church  and  the  laud  where  F.  E.  Hancock's  store  now  is, 
with  ten  or  twelve  acres  directly  in  the  rear  of  this  frontage]  —  namely  :  inchul- 
ing  the  estate  of  the  late  Simeon  Bowen,  Dr.  F.  L.  Burden,  W.  W.  Albee, 
A.  E.  Codding,  E.  D.  .Sturtevant,  Dr.  Foster,  —  and  Kendall's  grove.  The 
mill  property  at  Farmers'  village  was  bid  off  at  auction  by  liiin  in  i.So4,  and 
soon  after  he  exchanged  property  with  Handel  and  Homer  Daggett,  who 
owned  the  cotton  mill  at  Attleboro'  Falls.  He  built  the  i)resent  stone  mill 
of  the  Gold  Medal  Braid  Co.  in  18r)5  for  a  jeweliy  factory.  He  later  pur- 
chased the  '  Peck  farm  '  in  the  rear  of  the  Falls  village,  including  *■  Peck's 
mountain,'  and  all  the  property  lying  bet\veen  the  Braid  mill  and  the  river, 
where  it  crosses  Chestnut-street  near  the  Union  Power  Co.'s  sliop.  He  built 
the  residence  of  Mrs.  Simeon  Bowen,  and  lived  there  a  numl)ei'  of  years. 
He  also  owned  and  resided  in  what  is  known  as  the  '  Round  house,'  now  the 
property  of  the  St.  Mary  Society,  and  had  other  estates  of  less  value  and 
note.  The  road  from  Elm-street  to  the  Falls  railroad-bridge  was  built  by 
him."' 

He  had  but  just  acquired  this  great  property  when  the  crisis  of  1857  came 
on  and  brought  more  or  less  of  disaster  to  almost  all  of  the  jewelry  firms  in 
town,  and  indeed  in  the  country.  Mr.  Richards  became  embarrassed,  and 
his  efforts  t(j  realize  advantageously  on  his  real  estate  were  unavailing  and 
it  finally  was  disposed  of  to  the  Providence  Land  Company  and  by  them 
divided  and  sold.  Henry  L.  Kendall  bought  a  large  portion  of  the  property 
in  North  Attleborough,  and  H.  N.  Daggett  the  mill,  etc.,  at  the  Falls.  It 
went  at  a  ruinous  sacrifice  so  far  as  Mr.  Richards  was  concerned,  and  his 
purchasers  naturally  realized  the  prolits  whicii  should  liave  l)een  his.  In 
IHfiS,  then  fifty-one  years  of  age,  he  bravely  set  out  once  again  and  for  the 
fourth  time  to  make  a  fortune.  'I'his  time  he  went  to  Boston,  and  with  his 
son  !•>.  H.  liichards  establisiicil  himx-if  in  the  jfweliy  business  there.  The 
firm  name  was  H.  M.  Richards  &  Co.,  and  tlie  location  at  No.  7  (ireen 
Street.  Here  too  lie  met  with  success,  but  not  to  such  a  degree  as  previ- 
ouslv.  in  lH7ti  lie  rt'tirt'd  from  active  pai'liH'rshi|),  and  in  ISHO  sold  liis 
share  in  the  concern  to  his  son,  who  contiinies,  l»ut  under  amitlier  name.  He 
then  returned  to  his  home  on  AVasiiington  Street,  Nortli  Attleltoiougli,  not 
far   from   thf   railioad   station,    wher«'   he   rt'sidcti   till    his  <li'atli. 

Mr.  Hiciiards  was  a  very  puldic-spirited  man,  active  in  all  matters  relating 
to  the  advancement  or  benefit  of  liie  t(»wn,  and  a  liberal  member  of  the  First 
I'niversalist  Society.  He  was  ;i  nunilMi'  of  Ibistol  I,odgi'  ;ind  prominent 
also  as  :in    Odd    Fellow  —  a    nieiiilier   of   Howard    l',n(anii)nient    ;ind    Aurora 
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Lodge,  No.  107.  In  1856-57  he  was  Representative,  and  in  1862-63  Senator 
in  the  State  Legishiture.  He  was  in  1860  one  of  the  signers  of  the  petition 
for  the  charter  of  the  Attleborough  Savings  Bank,  and  "  the  prime  mover 
in  the  establishment  of  the  North  Attleborough  Gas  Co.  and  its  works." 

His  first  wife  was  Juline,  the  daughter  of  David  Capron,  and  they  were 
married  June  3,  1833.  Having  no  children  of  their  own  they  adopted  two: 
Eugene  H.  and  Marion  Fell  Richards,  the  latter  Mrs.  C.  A.  Gilchrist,  of 
Boston.  In  November,  1857,  Mr.  Richards  married  agnin  —  Mrs.  Anjanette 
P.  Balcom,  a  daughter  of  Remember  Carpenter,  of  Paw'tucket,  R.  I.  They 
had  no  children.  In  the  spring  of  1882  Mr.  Richards  was  attacked  severely 
with  paralysis.  Still  he  was  not  disheartened  or  dismayed  —  his  indomitable 
will  and  dauntless  courage  prevailed  even  here  —  and  for  a  long  time  he 
refused  to  be  conquered  by  a  disease  whose  power  is  calculated  to  make  the 
strongest  spirit  cower.  He  partially  recovered  his  strength,  and  his  deter- 
mination enabled  him  to  go  about,  though  one  side  of  his  body  was  almost 
helpless.  He  walked,  and  alone,  because  he  ivonld  do  so,  but  repeated 
shocks  subsequently  followed  and  his  frame  was  finally  compelled  to  yield. 
He  became  physically  quite  helpless,  but  there  was  never  any  diminution  of 
the  mental  powers.     His  death  occurred  July  19,  1886. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  bis  late  residence  and  was  largely  attended,  and 
he  was  buried  at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  with  the  impressive  rites  of  Odd 
Fellowship.  One  speaks  of  him  thus:  ''Mr.  Richards  exemplified  in  his 
life  the  virtues  of  industry,  perseverance,  and  fortitude  of  purpose.  Viewed 
as  a  business  man,  he  had  a  genius  for  making  money  rather  than  tenacity  in 
keeping  it.  He  believed  that  money  was  to  be  used,  and  used  in  developing 
the  resources,  and  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  it  was 
made.  He  was  one  of  those  men,  wdio,  placed  on  a  barren  rock,  would  cast 
about  him  and  make  a  fortune  in  a  few  years,  and  then  spend  half  of  it  in 
trying  to  make  the  rock  something  more  fruitful  and  attractive.  He  was 
greatly  esteemed  among  his  fellow  citizeus,  especially  those  who  knew  him 
when  he  was  most  active  in  North  Attleborough.  Such  an  enterprising,  able, 
and  public-spirited  man  the  public  heart  remembers  tenderly  and  honoi'S  in 
his  last,  long  sleep." 

Eugene  H.  Richards,  adopted  son  of  H.  M.  Richards,  was  born  Novem- 
ber 17,  1843.  Immediately  after  his  graduation  from  Tufts  College,  in  July, 
1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  H,  Fortieth  Regiment,  Massa 
chusetts  Volunteers.  On  August  15  following  he  received  a  commission  as 
second  lieutenant,  and  on  July  2,  1863,  that  of  first  lieutenant  by  promotion. 
He  was  with  his  regiment  in  all  the  battles  in  which  it  was  engaged,  was  a 
good  soldier,  and  served  his  country  faithfully  aud  creditably,  receiving  in 
1864  an  honorable  discharge.  He  was  at  once  on  his  return  home  employed 
by  his  father  in  the  business  he  was  then  carrying  on  in  Boston  and  in  1870 
became  a  partner  in  it.     In  1880  he  bought  his  father's  share  and  changed 
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the  firm  nnine  to  E.  H.  Kicliards  &  Co.,  uiidor  wliitli  title  he  still  continues 
with  success.  He  is  a  prouiiuent  raeiul>er  of  the  Masouic  Order  and  holds 
important  otlices  in  York  and  Scottish  rites,  which  are  eligible  to  Masons 
only  of  very  high  degree.  He  was  married  October  18,  1869,  to  Frances  A. 
Jordan,  of  Hostoii.     'IMr-y  have  no  childi-cii  (1887). 

Ira  Riciiaki).'^,  a  younger  brother  of  Manning  Kichards,  was  also  a  pio- 
neer in  the  jewelry  business  and  I)ecaine  famous  in  it.  Previous  to  entering 
upon  it,  however,  he  and  two  of  his  younger  brothers  — Calvin  and  Spencer 
—  were  associated  in  several  kinds  of  ])usiness.  They  formed  the  Richards 
Manufacturing  Company,  which  carried  on  quite  a  large  business  in  the  making 
of  brass  doorknobs  and  "  ketches,"  or  fasteners.  He  became  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Draper,  Titft  &  Co.,  but  retired  after  a  few  years,  when  he  became 
the  founder  of  the  second  famous  jewelry  firm  in  the  town,  historically,  the 
one  just  named  being  the  first.  He  gained  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  l)usi- 
ness  man.  It  was  universally  said  of  him:  *'His  word  is  as  good  as  his 
bond,"  and  this  association  with  his  name  is  remembered  and  referred  to 
even  at  the  present  time.  It  is  also  said  :  "  He  was  very  reserved  and  stern, 
but  so  notably  a  just  and  honored  man,  that  matters  of  dispute  among  his 
neighbors,  if  unal)le  to  be  settled  peacefully,  were  invariably  left  to  his 
decision."  He  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  old  State  Bank  of  Attle- 
borough,  and  among  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  First  Universalist  Church, 
"being  the  prime  mover  in  changing  its  location  from  Oldtown  to  North 
Attleborongh."  He  married  Fanny  Draper,  of  this  town,  granddaughter  of 
Dr.  Bezaleel  Mann,  and  she  lived  to  a  very  great  age.  ^Nlr.  Richards  died 
in  1845. 

EoAiCNii  Ika  RiciiAKDS,  elder  son  of  Ira  and  Fanny  Richards,  was  born 
in  North  Attleborongh,  Novemi)er  27,  bsio,  in  a  large  two-story  house  now 
on  (irant  Street,  then  in  front  of  Mr.  Abicl  Codding's  present  residence  on 
¥Am  Street.  His  l)oyliood  was,  however,  sj^'nt  in  the  lionsi'  built  by  his 
father  soon  after  his  birth  and  well  known  to  most  people  now  as  the 
residence  of  tin'  Doctors  Foster,  falhei-  and  son.  'Mv.  Richards  commenced 
his  business  cart'cr  at  a  very  early  age,  for,  as  has  bci'u  sei'u.  when  but 
eighteen  he  made  his  first  venture  with  his  cousin.  II.  .M .  Hichaids,  in  the 
stamping  and  selling  of  copjjer  cents,  which  operation  was  oidy  allowed  a 
short,  though  it  had  proved  a  very  sneces.sfnl,  existence,  when  it  was 
sumniarilv  stoppe<l  i)y  a  governmental  older.  In  1X-">I.  being  joined  liv  his 
father,  Mr.  Richards  became  one  of  the  founders  of  the  laiiioiis  linn  known 
by  the  father's  name  for  many  yt'ars.  'I'liis  pailneislii|i  indved  an  ei|Mal 
success  with  the  first  for  two  years,  or  until  l.s;l(;,  when  .Mr.  Kichards  lieranie 
of  age.  Some  changes  were  ilim  made;  further  ones  occnrrt''!  in  1  ^i  I  1 .  and 
others  in  18'ir),  the  date  of  .Mr.  Ir.i  Richards'  death.  \l  that  lime  the 
partnership  between  Messrs.  K.  I.  and  .1.    D.    Richards  and   Abiel   Codding, 
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Jr.,  was  formed  ;  and  these  three  gentlemen,  with  equal  interest,  carried  on 
business  together,  under  the  original  name,  for  thirty  years  and  made  for 
themselves  '^  a  national  reputation." 

Some  difficulties  arose  in  1875,  whicli  made  it  expedient  to  dissolve  this 
firm  ;  but  a  new  one  was  at  once  formed  and  called,  after  the  chief  partner, 
E.  I.  Richards  &  Co.  His  death  occurred  in  1882,  but  the  firm  is  still  in 
existence  and  carries  on  its  business  under  the  same  name. 

In  October,  1850,  Mr.  Richards  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Attleborough 
State  Bank.  '•  He  soon  conceived  the  idea  of  removing  the  bank  from 
Attleborough  to  North  Attleborough.  Mr.  Richards  and  his  associates,  from 
August  1855  to  December  1856,  succeeded  in  controlling  a  majority  of  the 
stock,  and  he  presented  the  matter  of  removal  to  the  Senate  so  convincingly, 
that,  with  Oakes  Ames  for  the  opposition,  the  change  was  allowed."  Judge 
Wheatou,  the  founder  of  Wheaton  Seminary  at  Norton,  was  president  of  the 
bank.  About  that  time  he  retired  from  the  office  and  at  a  stockholders' 
meeting  held  February  11,  1856,  Mr.  Richards  was  chosen  his  successor  and 
he  retained  the  office  until  January  27,  1875.  On  July  6,  1857,  the  stock- 
holders voted  to  remove  the  bank  to  North  Attleborough,  and  its  stock 
increased  threefold  in  value  during  the  twenty  years  of  Mr.  Richards'  presi- 
dency. Mr.  Richards  initiated  the  movement  to  establish  the  Attleborough 
Savings  Bank  in  1860  and  was  one  of  the  four  signers  of  the  petition  for 
a  charter. 

"  In  war  time  he  was  one  of  the  most  hopeful  in  the  darkest  hours,  but  he 
was  too  much  absorbed  in  business  to  feel  under  ordinary  circumstances  much 
interest  in  politics.  In  the  winter  of  1865-66,  however,  he  yielded  to  the 
wishes  of  his  friends,  and  represented  his  district  at  the  General  Court." 
Though  well  fitted  for  a  public  career,  he  seemed  to  possess  no  desires  or 
aspirations  in  that  direction.  He  found  his  home,  which  was  a  beautiful  one, 
the  most  attractive  and  satisfactory  place,  and  the  chief  part  of  his  time 
which  was  not  occupied  with  the  active  pursuits  of  his  business  was  spent 
with  his  family.  He  was  "a  business  man  of  the  greatest  energy,  shrewd- 
ness and  foresight."  His  remarkably  enterprising  spirit  manifested  itself 
at  a  very  early  age  "  and  his  career  shows  what  brains  and  push  can  do  for 
any  man's  advancement." 

"  Many  of  the  jewelry  and  other  firms  in  North  Attleboro'  were  aided  by 
the  counsel,  and  backed  by  the  money  of  Mr.  Richards  when  they  started. 
He  was  remarkably  tenacious  of  his  purpose ;  and  this  tenacity  showed  itself 
not  only  in  pushing  the  business  of  his  own  firm,  but  in  supporting  the  venture 
of  any  man  lie  assisted.  If  he  decided  that  a  man  ought  to  succeed  in  an 
enterprise,  and  advanced  him  the  money,  Mr.  Richards  would  not  admit  that 
failure  was  a  possibility.  It  was  b}'  seconding  new  business  ventures,  as 
well  as  in  forwarding  their  own,  that  Edmund  Ira  Richards  and  the  firm  with 
which  he  was  connected  have  done  much,  in  their  long  career,  toward  building 
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up  the  biKsiiiess  prosperity  of  North  Attleborough.  One  of  the  l)est  acts  of 
3Ir.  Richards  in  connection  with  public  enterprise,  was  the  subscri|)tion  of 
S5,00U  toward  building  tiie  new  Universalist  church." 

May  10,  1841,  he  married  Lucy  Maria  Morse.  She  belongs  to  the  Tingley 
family,  several  brothers  of  which  became  distinguished  merchants,  some  of 
them  being  associated  with  the  famous  house  of  Brown,  Ives  &,  Co.,  of 
Providence.  They  had  four  children,  of  whom  the  following  three  are  living: 
Anna  Leslie,  wife  of  John  Augustus  Tweedy,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y,;  Harriet 
Tingley,  and  Edmund  Ira  Richards.  Tlie  latter  is  a  member  of  the  old  firm, 
but  resides  chiefly  in  Brooklyn,  having  charge  especially  of  tlie  business  as 
connected  with  the  New  York  ottice. 

Mr.  Richards  died  at  his  home.  May  15,  1<S82.  In  a  sketch  of  his  life  in 
the  Chronicle^  already  quoted,  are  these  words :  "  When  a  man  has  lived  for 
nearly  threescore  years  and  ten,  a  prominent  figure  in  social  and  business 
circles,  it  seems  idle  to  enlarge  upon  his  qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  for  he 
has  written  his  eulogy  line  by  line  in  a  book  read  by  all  men,  and  nothing 
that  can  now  be  said  will  add  or  detract.  And  yet  this  sketch  would  fail  of 
its  purpose  without  some  tribute  to  the  character  and  abilities  of  the  deceased. 
He  was  not,  as  one  has  expressed  it,  a  '  quiet'  man.  He  was  a  man  of  the 
most  stupendous  energy,  of  indomitable  will,  of  the  firmest  self-reliance  ; 
these  qualities,  united  with  a  comprehensive  grasp  of  mind,  great  foresight 
and  decision,  made  him  a  business  man  of  the  very  highest  ability." 

JosiAH  D.  Richards,  younger  brother  of  the  above,  was  ])orn  July  7, 
1827.  Upon  his  father's  decease,  as  has  been  stated,  when  only  eighteen 
years  of  age,  he  took  the  place  made  vacant  in  the  firm  of  Ira  Richards  &  Co. 
He  continued  a  member  for  over  thirty  years,  retiring  in  1H7(>,  and  from  that 
time  has  discontinued  all  active  interest  in  business.  He,  however,  takes 
active  interest  in  all  tiiat  has  connection  with  the  general  prosperity  and 
improvement  of  the  town.  Personally  he  has  a  great  fondness  for  flori- 
culture, especially  for  the  cultivation  of  roses.  Of  these  he  has  something 
like  a  thousand  varieties,  whicii  lie  grows  with  great  success  on  his  large 
grounds  and  in  iiis  spacious  grecniiouses.  They  are  grown  for  pleasure,  not 
profit,  and  their  l»eauties  are  shared  by  liis  fiicnds  not  only  in  a  giMUMal  l)Ut 
in  a  personal  way. 

.June  1!>.  IM18,  Mr.  liichards  was  married  to  Harriet  K.  Draper,  daugiiler 
of  John   Draper,  -a  jeweler  of  tliis  town.'     They  had  two  children,  one  of 


'  Mr.  Draper  WHH  liorn  mill  <IIp<1  at  llif  uhl  Drupfr  lionu'HU'inl  on  WnshliiKtoii  Streot,  North  Atlle- 
borouKli.  lait  he  rcHhlml  for  Home  tliin-  In  New  Vmk,  ami  Uiere  hln  two  ihiuKlilorM,  Harriet  K.,  Mr?*. 
RlchanlH.  ami  Sarah  A.,  Mrn.  (J.  K.  W.  Shernum,  were  horn.  MrH.  Draper  w«h  Harriet  Tlmlale,  ami 
she  wau  horn  In  AnHonet  vlllai^e,  Freetown,  a  place  funioim  In  our  Uevolutloiiary  annals.  Mrs.  Draper 
buhi»e<|Uently  marrleil  Mr.  Wanen  Aldrleh,  for  many  years  a  resMent  of  the  Falls  vllhiKe,  and  their 
ilaufthter,  MarletUi  Aldrleh,  Is  Mrs.  M.  D.  Mcrrltt,  of  North  Attlehorough.  .Mrs.  Uleliards  died 
January  II,  IWll,  after  a  somewhat  llti^fcrln)^  lllneBs  caused  liy  paralysis. 
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whom  is  deceased.  Ira  Richards,  their  sou,  was  born  March  5,  1852. 
Shortly  after  completing  his  education  at  Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  Messrs.  Saudland  and  Capron,  of  North 
Attleborough,  to  manufacture  jewelry,  and  is  still  connected  with  that  firm. 
On  January  2,  1879,  he  married  Lydia  R.,  daughter  of  William  H.  Reynard, 
of  New  Bedford,  this  State.  They  have  several  children  and  a  charming 
residence  within  the  ample  grounds  of  Mr.  Richards,  the  father. i 

RICHARDSON. 

The  family  of  this  name  were  originally  of  Scandinavian  origin,  but  emi- 
grated to  America  from  England  among  the  early  settlers  of  both  Massachu- 
setts and  Plymouth  colonies.  Members  of  several  different  families  of  this 
name,  so  far  as  they  are  traced,  came  to  Attleborough,  and  among  them  four 
brothers,  Stephen,  John,  William,  and  Seth,  who  had  previously  settled  in 
Woburn,  this  State,  and  probably  came  directly  from  that  town  to  this.  Of 
these  brothers,  Stephen  had  a  son  (Daniel?)  who  was  born  about  1741-42. 
He  married  Sarah  Read,  and  they  had  three  sons.  The  youngest  of  them 
was  Noah,  and  he  was  born  June  27,  1780.  He  owned  a  farm  on  the  east 
road  running  from  Attleborough  to  North  Attleborough,  adjoining  in  part 
a  farm  still  owned  and  occupied  by  a  family  of  the  same  name,  though  not 
of  near  relationship.  He  was  a  farmer  and  a  nail-maker.  He  was  quiet 
and  unpretending,  but  a  good  and  respected  citizen,  and  liberal  toward 
works  of  usefulness  or  benevolence  as  far  as  his  very  limited  means  would 
allow.  He  died  when  fifty-five,  but  his  wife,  whose  name  was  Irene  Bacon, 
survived  him  for  many  years,  and  reached  the  age  of  eighty-four.  Both 
were  buried  in  the  Old  Kirk  Yard,  but  their  remains  were  subsequently 
removed  to  Mount  Hope  Cemetery.  They  had  seven  children :  Sylvester, 
Alfred,  Silena  (Mrs.  Charles  P.  Day),  Stephen,  Charles  B.,  Eliza  (Mrs. 
Angus  McDonald),  and  Mary  C. 

Stephen  Richardson  was  born  November  10,  1815,  in  the  house  now 
known  as  the  "  James  Foster  house,"  the  farm  connected  with  it  being  prob- 
ably in  whole  or  in  part  his  father's.  The  first  fifteen  years  of  his  life  were 
passed  at  home,  in  the  same  manner  no  doubt  as  those  of  other  boys  in  simi- 
lar circumstances,  the  time  filled  up  by  work  on  the  farm  and  a  few  months 
of  "schooling"  in  the  winter.  When  somewhat  past  fifteen  he  went  to 
North  Attleborough  and  entered  the  employ  of  Calvin  Richards,  whose  fac- 
tory was  on  the  grounds  adjoining  the  Richards  homestead,  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  Mr.  Abiel  Codding.  Mr.  Richardson  spent  several  years  in  this 
factory  learning  the  trade  of  jewelry-making,  and  he  acquired  both  a  thor- 


iMr.  Josiah  D.  Richanls  died  July  18,  1890.  He  was  returning  in  his  carriage  from  a  hunting 
expedition,  taken  for  tlic  pleasure  chiefly  of  his  little  {rraudsou,  when  the  accidental  discliarge  of  his 
gun  liilled  him. 
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ouuh  and  practical  knowledgo  of  it.  In  1836  he  coninienoed  niannfactnring 
with  Abiel  Codding  as  his  partner.  This  lirm  existed  only  a  year,  meanwhile 
oecnpving  two  different  shops.  After  Mr.  Coddiug's  retirement,  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson continued  alone  for  a  time,  but  later  David  Capron  became  associated 
with  him,  as  Stephen  Richardson  &  Co.  These  gentlemen  continued  in  part- 
nership for  several  years,  manufacturing  their  goods,  and  then,  according  to 
the  general  custom  of  that  time,  traveling  about  the  country  to  dispose  of 
them,  sometimes  making  regular  sales,  that  is,  for  money,  sometimes  barter- 
ing them  for  other  articles.  ''They  were  fortunate.  They  made  good  work, 
-were  lucky  in  their  designs,  which  were  quite  popular,  and  made  mouey. 
On  one  '  hit,'  a  new  style  of  ring,  they  made  about  ten  thousand  dollars." 
Their  success  made  the  quarters  they  then  occupied  too  limited,  and  in  1.S48 
a  new  factory  was  built.  The  same  year  Mr.  Richardson  built  the  residence 
which  he  occupied  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  which  then  was  as 
fine  as  any,  if  not  the  finest,  in  the  place.  At  this  time  the  number  of  hands 
employed  by  this  firm  was  forty,  and  it  was  doing  the  largest  business  in 
town  in  its  particular  line,  and  very  soon  a  further  enlargement,  of  manufac- 
turing room  was  re([uired.  Mr.  Capron  finally  retired,  and  Mr.  Richardson 
continued  alone,  or  in  connection  with  Samuel  R.  Miller,  up  to  the  year  1856. 

Following  that  of  traveling  here  and  there,  the  custom  had  arisen  among 
manufacturing  jewelers  generally  to  have  representatives  in  New  York  City, 
and  through  them  to  exhibit  their  goods  in  the  Western  Hotel  there,  in  rooms 
"well  remembered  by  those  in  the  trade  of  those  days."  About  this  time  — 
185<)  —  Mr.  Richardson  among  the  very  first  nnule  a  new  departure  and 
opened  a  separate  office,  where  a  constant  supply  of  goods  was  to  be  found, 
a  departure  soon  followed  by  others,  and  now  the  almost  universal  fashion. 
Such  an  otiice  in  that  or  some  other  city,  and  sometimes  in  more  than  one, 
is  the  usual  adjunct  of  the  various  firms.  At  first  Mr.  Richardson  made 
rings,  pins,  and  chains  in  great  variety,  but  afterward  engaged  in  making 
what  are  termed  ''  novelties,"  his  firm  being"  perhaps  tiie  very  lirst  to  depart 
from  the  legitimate  jewelry  business,"  for  the  [)urpose  of  taking  up  this  line 
of  manufacture.  In  addition  to  the  goods  made  l»y  thcnist'lvos  this  firm 
'•  handl('<l  "  those  of  one  establishment  at  the  I''alls,  niic  at  ^^■rt'ntllam.  and 
two  at  South  Atllcborough.  They  were  also  great  importers,  emi)loyed  "  a 
resident  buyer  in  Paris,  and  bcciime  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  ///*'  largest 
importing  house  of  French  jeweh-y  in  An)»'ri(a."  and  liesides  the  New  ^Ork 
office,  f)pened  lirst  on  Maiden  i.ane  and  later  at  177  I'.roadway,  tluy  opened 
an  otticc  in  I'liiladeiphia. 

l-'i-oni  !«.')<■)  till  b'^'i'.'  .Mr.  Richardson  was  alone,  and  occupied  liimselt'  with 
"dom(;stic  goods  "  only,  an<l  rclin<piislied  the  importing  brancli  of  the  liusi- 
nesH  to  others.  On  the  first  of  .Fidy  of  the  last-named  year  his  son  Clarence 
became  his  partner  under  the  same  name  of  Stephen  Richardson  «&  Co.  They 
soon  emploved  in  the  factory  over  a  hiunlred  hands,  and  many  others  engaged 
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in  work  for  them  outside.  The  business  was  very  successful  and  very  remu- 
nerative for  many  years.  In  1870  it  received  a  ctieck  in  tlie  burning  of  the 
factory,  but  in  the  hands  of  so  able  and  determined  a  mau  as  Mr.  Richard- 
son this  was  not  allowed  to  be  more  than  temporary.  ••  After  the  fire,  with 
characteristic  energy  and  promptitude,  he  took  rooms  in  the  Whiting  Man. 
Co.'s  building,  and  in  ten  days'  time  was  at  work  in  those  quarters,  and 
immediately  began  a  new  building  on  the  site  of  the  burned  factory."  This 
work  of  coustruction  was  vigorously  pushed  on  to  completion,  and  on  Febru- 
ary 1,  1871,  scarcely  six  months  after  the  old  one  was  destroyed,  the  new 
factory  was  occupied  with  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  hands.  This  was 
rapid  work,  to  erect  a  building  150  feet  long,  33  feet  wide,  and  three  stories 
high,  with  machinery  set  and  everything  in  readiness  for  manufacturing  to 
begin,  complete  in  less  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  days.  There  was  no  abate- 
ment in  the  prosperity  of  the  firm,  which  continued  steadily  successful,  and 
also  "established  a  large  export  trade  in  Cuba,  and  European  ports."  The 
senior  partner  continued  his  active  interest  for  six  years,  until  the  time  of  his 
death. 

In  1837  Mr,  Richardson  married  Ann  Jauette  F.  Richards,  daughter  of 
Manning  and  Susan  Everett  Richards,  of  North  Attleborough.  They  had 
four  children  :  Clarence  H.  ;  Frank  ;  Janette  Everett,  who  married  Eugene  K. 
Dunbar,  of  Machias,  Maine,  the  founder  of  the  Attleborough  Chronide  and 
now  a  resident  of  Boston  ;  and  Stephen,  who  died  young.  Mrs.  Richardson 
died  in  July,  1862.  In  1868  Mr.  Richardson  married  Mrs.  Sarah  M. 
Richards,  widow  of  Egbert  S.  Richards,  of  this  town. 

Mr.  Richardson  was  equally  an  excellent  man  and  citizen,  and  manifested 
much  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  town,  doing  his  full  share  in  all  enter- 
prises for  its  benefit.  He  invested  quite  largely  in  real  estate  and  erected 
various  buildings  which  necessitated  the  opening  of  new  streets  —  notably 
East  and  Foster —  and  so  made  marked  improvements  in  the  village  in  which 
he  lived.  "  He  was  one  of  the  promoters,  and  a  director  of  the  N.  A.  Gas 
Company  ;  also  of  the  Branch  Railroad  ;  was  also  stockholder,  and  for  many 
years  director  of  the  Wreutham  Bank  ;  was  a  stockholder  of  the  Northern 
Bank  of  Providence  ;  and  purchased  the  site,  and,  with  his  fellow-members 
of  the  N.  A.  Building  Asso.  erected  the  Wamsutta  Block." 

Mr.  Richardson  died  March  1,  1877,  when  but  little  past  the  prime  of  life. 
The  following  extract  is  from  an  article  written  by  Mr.  H.  N.  Daggett,  whose 
knowledge  of  him  was  that  of  an  intimate  friend,  and  it  well  describes  the 
man.  Mr.  Daggett  says:  "He  received  from  his  parents,  who  were  in 
humble  circumstances,  no  property,  and  was  compelled  to  struggle  during  his 
minority  for  the  support  of  himself  and  parents.  He  was  schooled  in  all  the 
trials  of  poverty  and  want  in  his  3'outh,  and  arose,  unaided,  superior  to  both. 
He  was  truly  and  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  self-made  man.  His  early 
educational   advantages   were   limited    in    the    extreme,  compared    with   the 
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advantages  aiul  fiicilities  of  the  present  clay.  NotwithstaiKling  these  depri- 
vations, he  acquired,  liv  contact  with  the  world  and  self-culture,  a  good 
business  education.  He  possessed  good  natural  abilities,  a  mind  active  and 
evenlv  balanced,  a  kind  and  generous  disposition.  At  his  majority  he  became 
anxious  to  vise  in  the  world  and  improve  the  talents  God  had  given  him. 
Without  money  or  friends  to  help  him,  by  dint  of  energy,  perseverance,  and 
honesty  of  purpose,  he  succeeded  in  attaining  a  fortune  and  a  good  name. 
He  used  his  wealth  for  his  own  and  others'  good.  He  possessed  one  virtue 
which  was  preeminent,  charity.  He  was  truly  benevolent  and  generous  to 
a  fault,  and  was  a  dispenser  of  charity  all  the  days  of  his  life.  Many  a  poor 
plodder  of  earth  will  sadly  miss  his  beneficence.  He  was  unostentatious  in 
his  distributions  to  the  poor  and  needy.  Of  these  he  kept  no  record  on  earth, 
but  are  they  not  recorded  in  the  book  of  God's  remembrance?  His  fellow- 
citizens,  reposing  confidence  in  his  integrity  and  honesty,  selected  him  for 
places  of  honor  and  trust.  For  nearly  twenty  years  he  was  a  director  of  a 
banking  institution,  and  held  many  other  offices.  As  a  friend,  he  was  con- 
stant and  sincere  ;  as  an  adviser,  he  was  conscientious  and  true  ;  as  a  neigh- 
bor, kind  and  obliging.  Xo  business  man  has  gone  from  earth  leaving  a 
purer  record,  a  nobler  work  finished,  a  name  more  beloved,  or  a  character 
more  unblemished  than  he." 

Abiathau  Augustus  Richardson  was  the  only  son  of  Abiathar  Richard- 
son, of  this  town.  The  name  has  long  been  well  known  in  town  and  the 
faniilv  numerous,  for  besides  the  four  brothers  previously  mentioned  as 
coming  here  there  were  several  others  of  the  same  name  who  immigrated  here 
in  early  days.  The  connection  l)etween  these  various  families  has  not  been 
traced,  but  no  doubt  they  all  originally  sprang  from  the  same  stock  even 
though  —  as  seems  to  be  the  case  —  at  a  period  much  earlier  than  their 
appearance  in  America,  and  even  though  relationship  is  not  at  present 
claimed  between  them  all.  One  man  of  the  name,  William  Richardson, 
manv  vears  ago  had  a  house  on  the  site  of  Mr.  Hartford  Babcock's  box 
factory  and  he  owned  considerable  land  in  that  vicinity. 

The  subject  of  this  slK)rt  sketch  finished  his  education  here  in  town,  it  is 
said,  at  the  Attleborough  Academy.'  His  health  was  not  sulllciently  rol)ust 
to  pennit  him  to  engage  in  severe  physical  lal)or  such  :is  was  rec^uireil  l)y 
n<'arlv  all  the  men  in  town  at  that  time,  for  they  were  ehielly  farmers,  and 
after  leaving  school  he  went  to  \'irginia.  He  sailed  from  IMovideiice  in  a 
brig.  This  change  was  partly  to  benefit  his  licaltli  and  partly  to  make  a  Imsi- 
ness  venture.  This  was  the  time  when  in  llie  popular  estimation  the  raising 
of   silkwcirms  was  or  migiit   be  made  profitable    in    this    country,  and    Mr. 


'  Tlie  AcMnlciny  IjulMlriff  wnn  not  ert-ctcil  unlM  h  perloil  wlu-n  Mr.  KlrhanlMiii  woiiM  linve  liccn 
too  old  to  he  ii  pupil  ttiurc,  tliou)ir>>  an  iiciwlcmlcul  mcIiooI  may  have  bet'ii  previously  kept  In  the  KhmI 
village. 


HISTORY  OF  ATTLEBOROUGH.  581 

Richardson  established  a  plantation  of  mulberry  trees  in  Virginia  with  this 
object  in  view.  The  enterprise  did  not,  however,  in  his  case  prove  success- 
ful and  so  he  returned  home.  This  must  have  been  one  of  the  so-called 
"  mulberrv-tree  speculations"  in  which  Mr.  H.  M.  Richards  also  took  part, 
and  disastrously. 

Mr.  Richardson  died  of  consumption  at  the  early  age  of  thirty  years.  He 
was  possessed  of  a  considerable  fortune  and  as  he  never  married  and  had  no 
direct  heirs  he  adopted  the  cause  of  public  education  in  his  own  community, 
and  by  will  left  nearly  all  of  his  entire  estate  —  of  which  the  farm  subse- 
quently owned  and  occupied  for  many  years  by  the  author  was  a  pait  —  to 
the  common,  free  schools  of  the  East  parish.  The  value  of  the  donation 
was  then  $11,000  and  it  has  since  more  than  doubled.  It  was  a  most  gener- 
ous and  noble  gift,  one  for  which  the  giver's  name  should  be  held  in  grateful 
and  everlasting  remembrance.  He  was  buried  in  the  Old  Kirk  Yard,  where 
a  granite  monument  —  a  plain  shaft  —  was  erected  to  his  memory,  containing 
the  following  simple  but  expressive  and  appropriate  inscription  :  — 

"  Abiathar  a.  Kichardson, 

born  Dec.  30, 1813,  died  Feb.  13, 1843. 

His  legacy  to  Common  Schools  is  his  best 

epitaph  and  his  most  enduring  monument.'' 

ROBINSON. 

Six  brothers  of  this  name  came  here  from  Rehoboth  previous  to  1730. 
They  were  descendants  of  George  Robinson,  of  that  town,  whose  name  may 
be  found  on  the  list  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Rehoboth  North  Purchase  as 
the  owner  of  one  share  therein.  Those  of  the  name  in  town  to-day  are  also 
his  descendants. 

Colonel  Obed  Robinson  was  a  pioneer  among  the  manufacturers  of 
Attleborough.  He  was  at  first  a  blacksmith,  but  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  presented  him  with  an  opportunity  to  make  a  change  in 
his  occupation  and  he  commenced  manufacturing  gunlocks  for  weapons  for 
the  use  of  the  Continental  army.  This  he  did  under  a  sub-contract,  and  for 
that  reason  chiefly  perhaps  the  business  proved  unremunerative,  so  upon  the 
close  of  the  war  he  abandoned  it  and  took  up  that  of  clock-making  —  for 
kitchen  use.  These  tall,  "old-fashioned"  timepieces  are  no  longer  humble 
"  kitchen  clocks,"  but  are  promoted  to  the  best  rooms  and  the  present  chief 
places  in  the  house.  How  mam'  of  those  made  by  Mr.  Robinson  are  still 
extant  it  is  not  possible  to  say,  but  the  one  made  in  1797  for  Hon.  Ebenezer 
Daggett  when  he  was  married  and  went  to  housekeeping  is  still  in  existence  i 
and  in  excellent  condition.  It  is  thoroughly  to  be  depended  on  for  correct- 
ness in  noting  the  passing  hours,  and  is  highly  prized  both  as  a  family 
treasure  and  because  it  was  made  by  a  native  of  Attleborough. 


1  In  the  possession  of  the  Editor. 
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The  making  of  clocks  was  in  turn  altandoned  after  soiue  years,  and  in  1.S07 
Mr.  KoV>iuson  began  to  make  jewelry,  having  in  his  employ  one  David  Brown, 
"  a  skilled  workman  in  the  art."  Five  years  later,  in  1812,  he  began  the 
manufacture  of  buttons,  and  this  became  a  very  large  business  both  in 
variety  and  extent.  At  ilifferent  times  his  three  sons,  Otis.  Richard,  and 
"Willard,  all  having  learned  the  trade  of  him,  were  associated  with  him  in  this 
business,  aud  for  many  years  great  prosperity  was  experienced.  A  few  years 
previous  to  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1840,  Mr.  Robinson  retired  from  all 
active  business  owing  to  his  enfeebled  health.  He  was  too  greatly  advanced 
in  years.  He  was  at  one  time  colonel  of  a  regiment  in  tlie  Massachusetts 
Militia. 

Otis,  the  oldest  son,  removed  finally  to  Southington,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  active  business  —  in  manufacturing  —  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  1843.  Richard,  the  second  son,  died  in  18:57,  while  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Robinson,  Jones  &  Co.,  of  this  town. 

WiLLAUD  Robinson,  the  youngest  of  these  three  sons,  was  born  .luno  lo, 
1799.  Like  many  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  generation  just  passing 
away,  he  had  very  few  opportunities  of  acquiring  an  education  so  far  as 
school  instruction  was  concerned,  the  public  advantages  then  offered  bring 
so  far  inferior  to  those  of  the  present  day  in  town,  liut  mere  book-learning 
is  by  no  means  the  most  important  part  of  an  education.  That  the  knowledge 
gained  by  reading,  observation,  and  experience  of  the  world  is  of  far  more 
practical  value,  and  that  the  man  subjected  to  that  method  of  instruction 
may  in  reality  receive  a  thorough  education  and  ]»e  therel)y  fitted  to  attain 
the  highest  kind  of  success,  is  evidenced  by  the  life  of  tlie  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

About  the  time,  or  a  littlt'  later,  tliat  Mr.  Robinson's  father  and  eldest 
brf)ther  became  associated  in  the  manufacture  of  metal  buttons  he  and  his 
brother  Richard  became  apprentices  to  the  tiiin,  and  l)otli  of  them  speedily 
developfd  enterprise  and  great  ingenuity.  WiUard  especially  showed  great 
skill  and  aptitude  for  tiiis  nicchaiiical  Imsincss.  He  rcniaiufd  ("or  some  years 
in  the  employ  of  his  father  or  Riciiard,  who  appears  at  one  time  to  iiave 
been  in  business  for  himself,  or  to  have  conducted  the  affairs  of  the  original 
firm  alone,  and  to  have  then  employed  the  younger  brolln-r.  in  l.s-_';'.  the 
firm  of  Richard  Robinson  iV;  Co.  was  formed  foi'  the  pinpose  of  manu- 
facturing glass  buttons,  and  Willard  became  one  of  its  nienibeis.  Snbse- 
(|ucntly  changes  were  made  both  in  partners  ami  lirni  iiauie,  but  for  twenty 
years  Mr.  Robinson  contiinied  to  lie  a  member,  and  to  him  was  largely  due 
the  remarkable  success  which  followed  the  initiation  of  this  enterprise.  His 
buHV  mind  was  couHlantly  employed  in  tliinUing  out  changes  and  making 
additions  to  the  facilities  for  niMimrMetniing.  He  eonstructe(l  new  dyes, 
inv<uited  new  machinery,  and  inlrodnccd  nianv  improvements.  Hi*  saw  a 
liuttoii   called    the    '' iris-bnt ton."   .Mnd    i)V   his    cleverness    he    discovered    the 
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method  of  its  production  aud  at  ouce  set  to  work  to  manufacture  it,  giving 
to  his  product  the  name  of  "opal-button."  Later  gilt  buttons  were  added 
to  the  varieties  made. 

Up  to  this  time  the  latter  had  been  imported  from  England,  but  those 
manufactured  by  the  Robinsons,  being  superior  iu  style  aud  finish,  commanded 
rapid  sales  aud  good  prices  and  the  firm  soon  controlled  the  market.  The 
fashion  of  bright  metal  buttons  for  gentlemen's  coats  was  a  prevailing  one 
fifty  or  more  years  ago,  only  professional  men  wearing  black  coats  with 
cloth-covered  buttons  ;  and  it  is  easy  to  realize  that  this  firm's  business  must 
have  been  a  very  extensive  and  equally  lucrative  one.  For  many  years  a 
large  proportion  of  the  buttous  used  by  the  army,  navy,  and  police  were 
made  in  this  establishmeut  at  Robinsonville,  and  a  great  quantity  of  fancy 
buttons  besides.  About  1843  the  universal  fashion  suddenly  met  with  a 
change  and  the  gilt  buttons  gave  place  to  covered  ones,  except  for  military 
clothing  ;  his  market  closed,  therefore,  aud  in  that  year  Mr.  Robinson,  who 
had  for  five  years  been  conducting  the  business  alone,  was  obliged  to 
suspend  operations. 

Previous  to  this  time  John  Hatch,  a  skilful  mechanic  in  his  employ,  had 
couceived  the  idea  of  constructing  a  machine  for  making  trowsers  buttons, 
which  should  receive  the  material  and  complete  the  article  in  one  continuous 
process  and  should  be  self-acting  and  self-adjusting.  Mr.  Robinson  appre- 
ciated the  promise  contained  in  this  idea  and  his  quick  intelligence  grasped 
its  feasibility,  and  he  turned  his  attention  to  working  it  out.  He  and  Mr. 
Hatch  studied  and  experimented  together,  until  they  succeeded  in  making  a 
perfect  machine.  The  patent  for  this  machine  was  issued  to  Willard 
Robinson  February  20,  1845.  It  continued  for  fourteen  years,  aud  then  an 
extension  was  obtained  for  seven  years  additional.  Mr.  Hatch  became  a 
partner  with  Mr.  Robinson  for  the  manufacture  of  these  patented  buttons 
and  a  very  large  aud  profitable  business  ensued.  His  death  occurred  in  1849, 
and  Mr.  Robinson  carried  on  the  manufactory  alone  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  with  almost  exclusive  control  of  the  market.  "He  received  five 
medals  from  different  exhibitions,  testimonials  of  value  to  the  merits  of  his 
goods."  He  continued  to  be  actively  engaged  iu  this  business  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death  and  since  that  time  it  has  been  conducted  by  one  of  his  sous, 
Arthur  B.  Robinson,  who  purchased  it. 

October  25,  1825,  Mr.  Robinson  married  Rebecca  W.  Richards,  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Amy  Richards,  of  this  town.  They  had  five  children  :  Ellen  R., 
who  married  John  C.  Douglass,  of  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  aud  is  now  deceased  ; 
Jarvis  W.  ;  Isabel  E.,  Mrs.  Joseph  Cushman  ;  Arthur  B.  -^  and  Adelaide  R., 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Mackreth.  INIrs.  Robinson  survived  her  husband  for  nearly  nine 
years  and  died  August  16,  1888,  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  her  age. 


'Jarvis  W.  and  Arthur  B.  Robinson  are  botli  deceased  (1893). 
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Mr.  Koliinson  livfd  a  wise  ami  useful  life,  cue  valuable  to  his  town  and 
especially  to  his  community,  and  died  full  of  days,  December  20,  187'.».  He 
was  a  tall,  fine-looking  man  ;  his  face  had  a  somewhat  grave  expression,  but 
it  was  withal  kindly,  as  was  his  manner.  He  was  a  thoroughly  self-contained, 
self-controlled  man,  reserved  and  undemonstrative  in  his  nature,  but  none 
the  less  deei)ly  true  and  sincere  ;  a  man  of  few  words,  but  those  he  spoke  were 
words  of  common  sense  and  of  perhaps  uncommon  wisdom.  Instinctively 
it  would  be  said  of  him  :  He  is  a  man  to  Ije  trusted.  He  was  a  very  kind 
husband  and  father,  and  while  it  was  in  his  home  and  by  his  family  that  his 
loss  was  most  deeply  felt,  his  death  was  a  bereavement  to  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  to  the  whole  town.^  "  He  was  not  onl}'  a  representative  manu- 
facturer, he  was  more.  He  made  his  mark  in  every  sphere  with  which  he 
was  connected.  A  public-spirited  citizen,  he  did  nnich  to  benefit  and 
improve  his  town.  The  pretty  village  of  Robinson ville  is  largely  indebted 
to  him  for  its  growth  and  prosperity,  and  had  he  been  willing  to  sacrifice 
private  interests  for  public  positions,  he  could  many  times  have  occupied 
them,  for  he  was  often  urged  to  accept  them."  Politically  he  was  a  Whig 
and  then  a  Republican.  He  was  an  earnest  defender  of  the  Union  during 
our  Civil  War  ;  he  was  zealous  in  the  cause  of  humanity  ''  and  a  firm  sujiporter 
of  law,  of  order,  and  of  justice." 

''  He  was  widely  known  as  one  of  tiie  most  enterprising,  generous  and 
noble-hearted  men  in  his  remarkably  enterprising  community.  A  chapter  of 
eulogy  would  fail  to  enumerate  or  do  justice  to  his  generous  deeds,  of  which 
hundreds  have  been  the  recipients." 

SAVEKY. 

Sergeant  Abraham  Bailey  Savery  was  the  oldest  son  of  Dr.  Phineas 
and  Sally  A.  Bailey  Savery  and  was  born  in  this  town  May  2'6,  ISiM.  The 
father  was  for  many  years  the  leading  i)hysiciau  of  the  East  village,  in  the 
central  part  oi  which  he  resided.  He  had  one  son  l)y  his  first  wife  —  Phineas 
Savery,  Esq.,  a  lawyer  in  Baldwin,  Miss.  —  and  the  following  seven  cliildren 
by  the  wife  above  mentioned:  Hope  B.,  Mrs.  Waterman;  Abraham  H.  ; 
Cyrus  B.  ;  Jol)  B.  ;  Xancy  M.,  Mrs.  Ryder;  Amy  B.  ;  and  Henry  O.  ;  ..f 
whom  Mrs.  Ryder,  now  of  Warciiam,  (his  State,  is  the  only  survivor. 

Abraham  spent  his  l)oyhood  in  tiii;s  town,  receiving  a  high-school  cduca- 


■  Mnny  |iro|ilc  In  recalling  Mr.  UoIiIiihiiii  will,  dm  iloubt,  (liiiik  oT  liini  iih  ho  apiu'itreil  |)ns»lnK' 
tliniUKli  "iir  htro<'t!«  In  lil^  rarrlaKC,  iiml  Ilicy  will  icnicinlirr  llic  olil  while  hmx'  he  ilro\  e  fur  so  many 
years  alioiit  the  town.  The  ereatureV  rcconl  was  ho  unur<iial  that  It  iloes  not  neein  out  of  jilaec  to 
mention  It  In  this  (-unnectlon.  lie  lived  to  he  over  thirty  years  of  aKC,  which  Is  ahoiit  throe  tlnies  tlic 
HVcraKe  life  of  a  hortte,  ami  ilurlii)<  almost  all  those  years  he  scrvctl  thU  one  mast<-r  faithfully  and 
IntelllKcntly.  He  was  ho  rcmarkalile  for  his  age  that  ho  waR  known  all  over  town,  anil  douhtloHa 
outftde  Its  limits.  lie  hecgiine  a  great  pet  with  the  family  and  rs  long  ns  he  llveil  he  received  the  care 
and  alt4-iition  of  a  humlile  trusty  friend.  Such  InstanceH  of  longevity  are  very  rare,  hut  two  similar 
ones  known  to  the  writer  were  fif  gray  or  white  horses,  who,  like  this  one,  relulncd  their  Htirngth  and 
Hl>eed  for  conslderaldy  more  than  a  fjuarter  of  a  century.  —  Kditoh. 


HISTORY  OF  ATTLEBOBOUGH.  585 

tiou.  When  the  war  broke  out  he  was  among  the  first  to  enlist,  and  was  a 
member  of  Company  I,  Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  faithfully 
discharged  all  his  duties  in  his  company  and  regiment  as  long  as  he  lived, 
"  as  a  loyal  Christian  soldier."  In  the  latter  part  of  1862  he  came  home  to 
recover  from  the  effects  of  a  severe  illness  he  had  contracted  in  the  army. 
Before  his  strength  was  fully  restored,  however,  his  furlough  expired,  and, 
though  he  was  unable  to  do  so,  he  cheerfully  returned  to  his  duties  in  the 
field,  the  severity  of  which  he  fully  realized,  for  by  this  time  the  glamour 
and  illusion  were  gone  and  the  war  had  become  a  stern  and  determined 
realitv.  His  health  could  not  long  endure  the  terrible  strain  of  such  experi- 
ences as  our  brave  "  Seventh  "  had,  though  his  death  was  caused  by  an  acute 
attack  of  disease.  He  died  December  IG,  1863,  of  pleurisy,  after  an  illness 
of  eight  days'  duration.  His  remains  were  brought  home  and  the  funeral 
services  were  held  on  December  24,  at  the  Second  Congregational  Church, 
and  he  was  buried  with  militar}'  honors. 

A  memorial  of  him  was  published  soon  after  his  death,  and  the  various 
extracts  from  his  letters  to  a  friend,  which  were  printed  in  it,  show  how 
conscientious  he  was  as  a  soldier.  He  enlisted,  "•  counting  the  cost."  His 
motives  were  the  highest  and  noblest,  those  of  true  Christian  pati'iotism. 
One  or  two  quotations  from  his  letters  may  well  be  given  here.  As  early  as 
October,  1861,  in  speaking  of  several  deaths  which  had  occurred  in  the  army 
or  elsewhere  he  says  :  — 

•'  I  have  lost  a  brother  and,  ere  the  close  of  the  war,  my  mother  may  be  grieved  again  at  the 
loss  of  her  first-born  son.  For  her  sake,  I  would  that  I  might  live,  that  I  may  be  her  support 
in  the  later  years  of  a  life  that  has  been  spent  for  the  comfort  and  good  of  her  children.  'T  is 
a  fearful  retribution  that  has  fallen  upon  us  for  permitting  the  curse  of  slavery  to  rest  so 
long  upon  the  land.  The  tears  and  suflferiug  of  the  poor  slaves  for  more  than  two  centuries 
are  now  to  be  expiated  by  the  blood  of  their  task-masters,  and  those  whose  hands  were  idle  to 
stop  the  sin.  Efforts  are  now  making  to  have  us  placed  in  the  most  advanced  position  of  this 
army,  and  I  hope  they  will  be  successful.  I  am  willing,  if  it  will  give  the  death-blow  to 
slavery,  to  give  my  blood  upon  the  field  of  battle."  Again,  a  year  later,  he  writes:  "  In  the 
mercy  of  God  my  blood  has  not  yet  been  called  for.  Thousands  more  worthy  of  life,  lie  low  upon 
the  battle-fields,  while  I  am  still  safe  from  harm.  Surely  they  who  return  from  the  war  ought 
to  he  patriots  in  life  of  the  highest  excellence  if  our  country  is  restored  to  its  former  integrity 
and  harmony;  for  the  blood  of  Patriot-Martyrs  that  has  already  consecrated  anew  every  letter 
and  word  of  the  '  constitution  and  laws,'  of  this  once  happy  and  peaceful  land.  Can  it  be  that 
much  more  is  to  be  shed?  Apparently  we  are  little  nearer  a  peaceful  solution  of  this  vexed 
question  than  ever,  and  battles  are  yet  talked  of  soon  to  come,  even  more  bloody  than  their 
predecessors.  I  think  now,  as  I  always  have,  that  so  long  as  a  man  is  owned  by  his  fellow-man 
upon  this  soil,  we  can  never  again  be  a  united  country,  and  if  I  must  remain  here  or  run  my 
risk  in  battling  for  the  remainder  of  my  three  years,  I  had  much  rather  do  so  than  have 
another  slavery  compromise  patched  up."  Again,  in  speaking  of  the  cause  of  the  war:  "But 
a  reckoning  time  has  come  now,  and  vnll  come  again,  if  the  evil  be  not  rooted  out  entirely 
.from  the  land."  He  was  always  confident  of  victory  in  the  end,  for  under  the  same  date  he 
says :  '•  Unless  one  has  faith  in  the  Almighty  as  ruler  of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  the  aspect 
of  everything  is  dark  at  present ;  —  but  Hope  has  not  yet  left  me  ;  the  struggle  may  be  long,  but 
ultimate  success  seems  certain  for  us.  The  fervent  prayers  of  Christians  will  not  fall  unheeded 
round  the  Mercy  Seat.  Were  everything  we  desire  gained  by  the  mere  wish,  without  struggle 
on  our  part,  't  would  be  soon  forgotten ;  but  who  will  lightly  estimate  the  blessings  of  Peace 
and  Union  when  this  strife  shall  terminate." 
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\Vf  ((iiotc  also  from  the  funeral  s^crmon  prcacluil  by  his  pastor.  Rev.  W.  \V.  IJelden,  on  the 
orea.sion  of  his  burial.  He  says:  ''We  look  for  the  true  soldier,  'Jirst  i/i  the  man.'  What 
is  it  that  wins  love  and  makes  the  world  take  its  noblest  sous  to  its  heart  and  cherish  them 
profoundly?  Ma)iliness  —  true  Christiari  manli7iess.  It  is  this,  and  not  fame  nor  rank 
that  awakens  lasting  admiration.  Emperors  ha\c  gone  down  to  the  grave  from  hcigiits  of 
power,  blazing  in  gold  and  purple  without  a  mourner;  but  when  a  ma.n  oiks,  /iHm<(nit>/ 
mourns.  I  come,  my  bearers,  to  bring  you  a  cluster  of  rose-buds  for  your  cypress  wreath  — 
to  speak  to  you,  tenderly,  of  one  with  wliom  you  are  all  familiar,  from  your  childhood.  I  can 
tell  you  only  what  you  so  well  know.  Noble  by  nature,  nobler  l)y  education,  we  can  all  say 
with  his  commanding  otlicer,  —  •  I  bear  eager  testimony  not  only  to  the  erticien<y  of  the  soldier, 
but  to  the  ijenuineness  nf  the  man.'  Slight  in  form,  frail  in  health,  impulsive  in  spirit,  of  an 
active,  in(|uiring.  cultivated  mind,  attaining  a  higher  intellectual  position  than  many  men  of 
his  age,  with  a  high  sense  of  honor,  moilest  and  unassuming,  never  a])preciating  his  own 
powers,  dittidcnt  and  distrustful  of  himself,  he  had  an  unaffected  modesty  which  in  these  days 
is  so  rare  a  jewel,  therefore  so  precious — a  real  diamond  of  character.  Always  truthful, 
conscientious,  generous  in  disjjosition,  kind  of  heart,  capable  of  noble  purpose  ami  lofty  plans. 
Such  a  man  was  Abraham  Savery.  The  first  sound  of  an  assault  on  government  developed  the 
manly  and  heroic  nature  which  dwelt  in  the  soul  of  the  magnanimous  boy.  lie  gave  himself 
to  his  country  at  once,  with  the  same  <ielf-denying  spirit  that  had  characterized  him  ever  more. 

"  I  am  reminded  that  lie  was  an  atletitionate  and  dutiful  son.  The  death  of  his  father,  the 
'  beloved  physician  of  Attleborough,'  ten  years  since,  devolved  upon  Abraham,  for  the  most 
part,  the  support  of  his  remaining  parent.  His  kindness  and  love  for  this  widowed  mother 
were  remarkable.  He  was  unwearied,  and  diligent  in  his  devotion  to  that  aftlicteil  jjarent,  doing 
so  much  to  smooth  and  to  brighten  her  rugged  and  sombre  way.  Patriotism  was  a  ruling 
principle  in  his  soul.  He  went  to  the  war  from  noble  motives.  We  thank  God  for  the  record 
of  such  lives,  —  the  liallowed  memories  of  our  soldier-dead  running  back  from  pews  in  this 
house  of  prayer  to  graves  in  yonder  cemetery.  Their  si)irit  shall  never  die.  It  shall  outlive 
the  ruins  of  empires,  and  of  eras,  and  passing  through  the  web  of  time,  a  shuttle  in  the  hands 
of  the  Almighty,  shall  weave  the  bright  colors  of  self-denial,  loyalty  to  (lod  and  liberty,  into 
the  mighty  fabric  of  human  souls,  which  shall  be  unrolled  at  the  judgment  and  then  hung  up 
as  the  golden  tapestry  of  heaven.  The  Christian  hero  tlying  for  his  country  is  a  matchless 
martyr.*' 

The  preacher  closed  with  a  beautiful  appeal  to  comrades  in  age  of  the  di'ail :  "  ^'ouiig  men  — 
I  have  portrayed  before  you  the  life  of  a  beloved  youth  —  your  friend  and  mine.  1  hold  him 
up  for  your  ennilation.  His  last  battle  has  been  fought;  liis  last  march  made;  his  last  victory 
won;  no  drum  beat  will  ever  rouse  him  from  his  slumbers  —  he  has  gone  to  that  genial  clime 
where  war  is  unknown  —  where  the  jjeace  of  (lod  tills  the  soul.  From  that  soldier's  coflin 
then;  rises  an  ajjpeal  far  more  elo(|iu'nt  than  human  voice  can  nnike.  That  pale  face  —  those 
mute  lips  api)eal  to  i\]\  youi'  man  hoi  id  —  to  all  \m\r  /latrioti.sm  —  to  all  your  immortalitii.  to 
prepare  to  meet  death  as  yctur  comrade  has  done.  Then  can  you  follow  whert;  this  young  hero 
so  nobly  led  —  to  the  battle-tield  —  to  victory  and  to  the  grave  of  the  Christian  suldirr  fhose 
Hoid  is  march  in;/  on  to  rest  in  the  hosom  of  his  Cml." 

,]<)\'.  Baii.kv  Savkkv,  ti  y()iiii<i;('r  InotluT  of  tlic  nbovo,  was  l)orii  Jfinuarv 
21,  iMll.  The  coimiioii  scliools  were  his  only  iiicniiH  of  education,  and  when 
but  sixteen  years  of  age  he  went  West,  tempted  no  doidtt  liy  the  stoiies  of 
great  poHsibilities  in  the  way  of  making  money  whieli  were  extant  alxnil  that 
then  leHs  w«'ll-known  portion  of  our  country.  Mr.  Saveiy  did  not,  liowever. 
trv  business  or  farming,  but  spent  tiie  larger  portion  of  tiic  lime  lie  remained 
us  a  t(.'aeher  in  tlie  States  df  Illinois  and  Wisconsin.  At  the  end  of  live 
years  the  war  broke  out  and  lie  returned  home.  On  the  lirst  of  September, 
18(!2,  he  enlisted  in  Con)pany  II.  Fortieth  lieginn-nt  Massachusetts  \'ohm- 
tecrs.      lie   was  sergeant  in   this   coMipany,    and   was  always    f:iithfid    to    his 
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every  duty,  whether  as  an  officer  or  a  soldier.  He  was  witli  liis  regiment 
"  from  Gettysburg  to  Richmond."  As  long  as  he  lived  "  he  always  retained 
a  strong  love  for  his  companions  in  arms,  and  was  one  of  the  regiment's 
executive  committee  after  the  disbanded  veterans  had  reunited  themselves 
as  an  association  for  mutual  assistance  and  good  fellowship."  He  remained 
in  the  service  for  three  years  and  received  his  discharge  on  June  16,  1865, 
when  the  war  was  over. 

On  his  return  home  he  became  bookkeeper  for  R.  Blackinton  &  Co.  at  the 
Falls,  and  remained  with  that  firm  until  1868.  During  that  year  he  returned 
to  his  native  village  and  became  associated  with  Oscar  Thayer  in  jewelry 
business.  The  firm  was  Savery,  Thayer  &  Co.,  but  not  long  after  Mr. 
Thayer  sold  his  interest,  and  this  was  purchased  by  Charles  Mason,  with 
whom  Mr.  Savery  continued  until  1872,  when  the  firm  was  dissolved  Then 
Mr.  Savery  with  his  brother  Henry  entered  the  grocery  business  under  the 
name  of  Savery  Brothers.  In  187o  he  was  chosen  town  clerk,  was  reelected 
to  the  same  position  every  subsequent  year  of  his  life,  a  period  of  fourteen 
years,  and  was  holding  the  office  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  1875  he  relin- 
quished his  grocery  business,  and  from  that  time  on  devoted  himself  exclu- 
sively to  the  duties  of  various  public  positions. 

AV^hen  he  first  accepted  the  position  of  town  clerk  Ihe  office  was  kept  in  the 
old  depot  building,  later  in  a  small  building  on  South  Main  Street,  and  for 
several  years  previous  to  liis  death  it  had  occupied  its  present  commodious 
room  in  Sturdy's  Block.  During  the  period  of  his  clerkship  the  town  largely 
increased  in  population  —  nearly  douljled  —  and  increased  largely  also  in  the 
extent  of  its  manufactures,  in  its  wealth  and  importance,  and  this  brought  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  "  extent,  variety,  and  importance  of  the  duties 
of  his  office."  Mr.  Savery  soon  became  thoroughly  conversant  with  the 
requirements  of  his  position,  and  showed  a  special  adaptability  to  it.  He 
had  doubtless  become  better  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  town  during 
the  years  of  his  service  than  an}^  other  man,  and  this  rendered  his  presence 
at  public  meetings  of  marked  value.  Able  from  knowledge  and  ability  to 
form  correct  opinions  upon  questions  which  came  up,  he  was  always  willing 
to  present  them  when  requested  to  do  so,  though  he  never  forced  them 
forward  He  expressed  them  when  occasion  required  with  clearness  and 
precision,  and  not  infrequently  they  served  to  settle  matters  of  importance. 
As  the  years  passed  on  he  grew  to  be  more  and  more  valuable  to  the  town, 
a  fact  which  was  well  understood  and  gladly  acknowledged  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  who  when  he  died  felt  they  had  sustained  an  irreparable  loss. 

In  1880  he  was  elected  selectman  and  assessor,  serving  on  that  board 
until  1885,  and  the  following  year  he  was  again  elected  assessor.  In  1884, 
when  the  Board  of  Registrars  was  created  by  statute,  he  was  made  its  clerk 
for  this  town  and  retained  the  office  until  his  death  ;  and  he  was  clerk  of  the 
Attleborouo-h  Water  District  until  it  became  united  with  the  Fire  District,  of 
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which  lu'  was  also  clerk.  He  was  an  active  lueniber  of  tlie  Yoiiiiu  Men's 
Christian  Association  and  clerk  of  the  Second  Congregational  Parish.  He 
belonged  to  William  A.  Streeter  Post,  O.  A.  R. ;  was  one  of  the  ex-coininand- 
ers  of  Company  H  of  the  Fortieth  Kegimental  Association  ;  secretary  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum  ;  collector  of  the  American  Legion  of  Honor ;  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Temple  of  Honor.  "  These  varied  positions  brought  him  in  close 
relations  with  every  class  of  people,  to  all  of  whom  he  proved  a  friend  and 
adviser,  and  while  no  one's  life  is  really  necessary  for  the  work  of  the  world, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  find  those  who  can  at  once  take  up  all  the  matters 
which  he  kept  well  in  charge." 

November  10,  1869,  he  married  Isadora  Vj.,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  William 
Briggs,  of  this  town.  They  had  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  living: 
Willie  B.,  Grace  A.,  and  Job  L.  Mr.  Savery  was  a  most  devoted  husband 
and  father.  Small  things  often  show  most  clearly  a  person's  character.  It 
is  said  that  whenever  returning  from  North  Attleborough,  as  the  train  passed 
his  home,  he  always  gave  a  signal  from  the  car  window  to  iiis  children  and 
had  an  answering  one  fi'om  them.  No  matter  liow  l>usy  he  might  be  he 
never  omitted  this  pleasant  little  ceremony. 

He  (lied  Octol)er  3,  188G,  after  an  illness  of  some  weeks'  duration  which 
was  not  considered  of  a  serious  or  alarming  nature  until  shortly  before  his 
death.  The  funeral  took  place  in  his  own  churcli  on  the  fiftii  instant. 
Business  was  very  generally  suspended  and  a  lariit'  niimbei-  of  people 
attended  the  service,  which  was  conducted  by  iiis  pastor,  Kev.  Walter  Barton, 
assisted  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Luce,  of  the  Methodist  C'lnu'ch.  and  Rev.  M.  Can- 
field,  a  former  pastor  in  town.  Colonel  .1.  A.  Dalton  and  Captain  Litchfield 
of  Mr.  Savery's  regiment  were  present  with  the  Grand  Army,  and  there  were 
delegations  frou)  the  organizations  to  which  he  belonged,  lie  was  Ituried  at 
Woodlawn  with  the  special  service  of  the  (J.  A.  \l. 

In  the  course  of  his  most  appropriate  discourse  Mr.  liartoii  said  :  "  Tiiere 
are  empty  seats  all  around  us  which  none  but  the  familiar  forms  can  lill. 
There  is  a  vacant  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  Grand  Army,  a  vacancy  in  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  a  faitliful  luiblic  servant  is  not  iiere  ;  the  causes  of  cduc-ation  and 
temperance  liav(>  lost  a  friend  :  the  Siinday-sclioo!  misses  one  of  its  best 
teaciiers  ;  the  chinch  has  one  li'ss  ardent  attendant  and  suppoiter.  Let  us 
imagine  what  tlie  world  would  Ite  if,  like  iiin\  wlio  lies  here,  every  parent 
were  seen  on  Sundav  mornini:  wi'iiiling  Iheii'  way  to  the  sancliiaiy  with  llieir 
familv  ;  if,  like  him.  we  were  devoted  to  what  is  good  an<l  true,  and  right. 
If  the  world  were  lille(l  with  men  like  him,  how  dilTerent  it  would  lu-." 
Another  said  :  ■•  Mr.  Savery  was  a  man  of  sterling  cliaracter.  tirm  in  his 
adherence  to  what  lie  deemed  right,  yet  tolerant  with  those  who  disagreed. 
He  was  never  too  busy  to  attenil  to  those  who  s(»ught  him,  and  never  known 
to  have  other  than  a  calm  ami  i>lc;isant  maimer." 

He  was  ;i  devoted  and  /ealon>  (  hiistiMii .      He  was  for  man\    Ncars   a    mem- 
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ber  of  the  Second  Congregatioual  Church  and  a  teacher  in  its  Sunday-school, 
and  he  organized  the  Sunda^'-school  out  of  which  the  Central  Church  at  the 
Falls  village  grew.  His  religion  had  no  bigotry  in  it,  and  it  was  of  a  cheer- 
ful, practical  kind  such  as  brings  happiness  to  the  heart  and  shines  brightest 
in  the  affairs  of  everyday  life.  He  was  a  good  man  ;  there  can  be  no  higher 
encomium  bestowed  upon  him.  The  following  testimonial  was  "  elegantly 
engrossed  and  handsomely  framed,"  and  presented  to  his  family  :  — 

"We,  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Registrars  of  the  town  of  Attleboro,  desire  to  add  our 
testimony  to  the  high  moral  worth,  geutlemanly  character,  courteous  deportment  and  amiable 
disposition  of  our  late  associate,  .Job  B.  Savery.  His  genial  disposition  and  uniform  affability 
has  ever  rendered  our  labors  pleasant,  his  painstaking  and  familiarity  with  the  duties  of  the 
Board  has  done  nuich  to  make  accurate  work,  and  we  feel  that  his  death  is  a  great  loss  to  our 
body. 

We  wish  to  express  our  sympathy  to  the  heart-broken  family  of  our  esteemed  friend  in 
their  great  affliction,  and  with  them  sincerely  mourn  that  he,  whose  life  was  so  full  of  present 
usefulness  and  future  promise,  has  been  suddenly  and  early  called  from  the  scenes  of  busy  life 
to  the  rest  that  remains  for  those  whose  life,  whether  long  or  short,  has  been  so  perfectly 
rounded  by  conscientiousness  and  good  works  as  to  deserve  the  plaudit.  "  Well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servant." 

Signed  John  W.  Cody,       a      Board 

Patrick  F.  Grady,  \         of 
Fred.  B.  Byram,     '  Registrars. 

No  more  fitting  inscription  could  be  placed  above  Job  Savery  than  a  few 
lines  from  a  poem  which  a  friend  quoted  in  a  notice  of  him  :  — 

"  The  good  he  did  cannot  be  hid 
From  those  whom  he  befriended. 
His  useful  days  will  speak  his  praise, 
A  more  enduring  story 
Than  stone  or  bust  above  his  dust 
Could  tell  to  give  him  glory." 

Charles  Edwin  Wallace  Sherman  was  l)orn  in  Plymptou,  Mass.,  August 
1,  1827.  His  paternal  grandmother  was  a  descendant  of  Captain  Miles  Stan- 
dish,  "'  of  Mayflower  fame,"  her  father,  Jonathan  Standish,  being  the  sixth  in 
descent  from  that  doughty  Puritan  warrior.  Mr.  Sherman's  father,  William 
Sherman,  was  a  dyer  and  a  manufacturer  of  woolen  goods.  He  was  born 
in  Plymouth,  the  son  of  Thomas  Sherman,  a  hatter  in  that  place.  He  lived 
in  several  towns  in  this  State  —  Plympton,  Dighton,  and  Halifax,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  He  had  four  children,  of  whom  Charles  was 
the  third. 

When  but  a  boy,  he,  Charles,  worked  in  his  father's  factory  at  Dighton, 
learning  and  working  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  manufacture  of  wool,  from 
its  natural  state  ''  in  the  fleece,  to  the  finish."  This  kind  of  work  proved  to 
be  too  severe  for  his  strength,  however,  and  he  was  obliged  to  give  it  up  for 
some  lighter  and  easier  occupation.  Through  the  assistance  of  friends  he 
obtained  a  place  in  one  of  the  jewelry  shops  in  this  town  and  spent  two  years 
in  learning  the  trade  of  an  engraver.     April  1,  1848,  when  about  twenty- 
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one,  he  came  here  and  settled,  working  at  liis  trade  for  six  years.  At  tlie  end 
of  that  time  he  formed  a  copartnership  witli  George  K.  Davis,  ''the  firm 
being  George  K.  Davis  &  Co.,  gokl  and  silver  refiners,  assayers,  and  smelt- 
ers." At  the  end  of  two  years,  in  185(),  Mr.  Siierman  built  a  shop  and 
conducted  a  business  of  this  kind  on  his  own  account  until  IHTo,  when  he 
took  liis  son  William  W.  .Sherman  into  company  with  him  and  the  firm  thus 
formed  is  still  in  existence.  ]Mr.  iSherman  has  worked  hard  during  his  whole 
life  of  sixty  years.  He  has  amassed  a  comfortable  fortune  and  deserves  the 
success  he  has  attained,  as  the  just  reward  of  his  care  and  industry.  He 
has  been  strictly  a  business  man  and  has  not  cared  to  interest  himself  espe- 
cially in  public  affairs.     He  is  much  respected  by  his  friends  ami  as  a  citizen. 

SMITH. 

Stephen  Smith  was  born  in  Mansfield,  in  .Tanuaiy,  179<).  He  came  to 
this  town,  when  quite  a  young  man  probably,  and  bought  the  Joel  Read  farm, 
which  contained  about  eighty  acres  and  cost  him  some  six  or  seven  hundred 
dollars.  Here  he  took  up  his  residence  and  became  quite  a  successful 
fanner.  By  liis  industry  and  thrift  he  accuuuilated  what  in  those  tlays  and 
for  one  in  his  occupation  was  (juite  a  handsome  property,  its  value  at  his 
death  being  six  thousand  dollars.  He  was  active  in  both  toAvn  and  county 
affairs.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Free  Soil  party  when  its  adherents  in  town 
numbered  only  three  or  four.  He  was  a  Calviuist  Baptist,  and  rigid  in  his 
belief  in  the  doctrines  of  that  peculiar  faith.  He  was  "  a  prudent,  temperate, 
reserved  man,  of  few  words,  honest  in  his  dealings,  and  of  sterling  integrity." 
His  first  wife  was  Ruth  Hodges,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Stephen  N.  His 
second  wife  was  Mercy  S.  Ide,  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Hannah  Daggett 
Ide,  whose  father  was  Colonel  John  Daggett,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  She 
was  named  Mercy  Shepard  from  her  grandmother,  wife  of  Colonel  Daggett 
and  daughter  of  John  Shepard  "the  ancient."  They  iiad  six  children,  five 
daughters  and  one  son,  all  of  whom  are  deceased  with  the  I'xception  of  the 
latter,  the  subject  of  the  following  sketch. 

Theuon  Ide  Smith  was  lioru  on  his  fatlier's  farm  in  the  iiead  and  Ide 
neighl)oi'hood,  Apiil  ;»,  lX3<'i.  He  worked  on  the  fiirm  till  lie  w:is  eight»'en, 
obtaining  what  education  this  lifi!  of  a  farmer's  l)oy  enaliled  him  to  get  in 
the  common  schools.  The  prospects  this  mode  of  life  then  atYorded  him 
were  not  sutHcient  to  satisfy  his  amliition  and  he  deeided  to  learn  the  trade 
of  jewelry-making.  H(^  went  to  North  ALtlel)orongh  and  apprenticed  him- 
self to  Ira  Rieiiards  &  Co.  .\t  the  end  of  a  yi'ar  business  was  didl  ami  in 
that  eHtablishnient  he  could  only  get  six  cents  an  houi-  and  eiizhl  lionrs"  work 
in  the  dav.  He  then  tried  for  employment  elsewhere  and  fnund  it  with  .1.  T. 
Bacon  &.  Co.,  in  I'lainvilh-,  wlicre  he  was  paid  a  dollar  a  day  for  "chasing." 
He  was  such  an  excellent  w(»rkiiian  that  his  employers  soon  raised  his  pay  to 
a  flollai'  and  :i  quarter  a  day,  but  at  the  end  of  six  months  he  was  obliged  to 
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give  up  chasing  entirely,  and  indeed  all  work  for  some  mouths,  on  aceouut  of 
his  health.  When  able  to  work  again  he  was  employed  for  a  short  lime  •'  at 
the  bench"  by  Barrows  &  Sturdy,  in  1856.  Not  long  afterwards  he  began 
to  work  for  Merritt  &  Draper,  and  remained  with  them  until  June  1,  1859, 
when  he  joined  with  D.  D.  Codding  and  they  started  manufacturing  "  in 
a  small  way"  on  the  first  floor  of  the  building  they  now  occupy. 

A  year  from  that  time  these  gentlemen  moved  to  Mansfield  Centre,  where 
they  carried  on  a  very  moderate  business  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war, 
which  had  such  an  unfavorable  effect  upon  their  affairs  that  they  were  obliged 
to  discontinue  operations  altogether.  They  could  not  get  their  pay  for  goods 
they  had  sold,  which  compelled  them  to  leave  their  tools  idle,  and  in  May, 
1861,  these  were  burned  with  the  building  in  which  they  were,  and  the  firm 
thus  lost  everything.  Mr.  William  Boyd,  of  Mansfield,  was  at  that  time 
making  cap-boxes  for  the  army  and  Mr.  Smith  entered  his  employ  and 
stayed  until  better  times  gave  him  encouragement  to  try  his  former  occupa- 
tion again.  During  the  spring  of  the  following  year  he  returned  to  North 
Atlleborough,  and  from  July,  1862,  till  July,  1865,  he  had  charge  of  Merritt 
&  Draper's  shop.  At  this  time  he  entered  business  again  with  his  former 
partner  and  C.  H.  Ames,  as  Codding,  Smith  &  Co.,  and  for  two  years  this 
firm  met  with  moderate  success.  Then  Mr.  Ames  withdrew  and  A.  E.  Cod- 
ding entered  the  firm,  the  name  remaining  the  same.  From  this  date,  1867, 
for  six  years  the  firm  was  very  prosperous  and  then  Mr.  Smith  purchased  the 
interest  of  each  of  his  partners  and  continued  alone  for  a  year.  Then  he 
sold  a  half-interest  to  D.  D.  Codding  and  thus  formed  his  present  firm  of 
T.  I.  Smith  &  Co.  This  firm  has  been  uninterruptedly  prosperous,  the  only 
change  since  its  formation  being  the  admission  of  a  former  salesman,  H.  H. 
Curtis,  as  a  third  partner. 

May  16.  1856,  Mr.  Smith  married  Emily  C,  the  daughter  of  Abiel  and 
Chloe  Daggett  Codding.  They  have  one  child,  Eva  C,  Mrs.  Henry  H. 
Curtis.  ''  Mr.  Smith  has  always  been  in  the  ranks  of  intelligent  and  inde- 
pendent thinkers.  He  has  always  been  in  accord  with  Republican  principles, 
and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Lincoln.  Steady  and  reliable  in  his 
business,  pleasant  and  affable  in  his  intercourse  with  others,  unassuming  and 
modest  in  his  demeanor,  he  is  considered  one  of  the  town's  solid  citizens, 
and  a  man  of  unobtrusive  worth." 

STANLEY. 

The  first  of  this  name  who  emigrated  from  England  was  one  Matthew 
Stanley,  who  settled  in  Martha's  Vineyard.  Some  members  of  his  family 
went  to  Connecticut  Colony,  and  some  to  Topsfield,  this  State,  and  from  the 
latter  branch  came  the  ancestors  of  the  Stanleys  in  this  town.  Six  men  came 
here  from  Topsfield  very  early.  They  were  Thomas,  Nathaniel,  Joseph, 
Samuel,  Jacob,  and  John,  the  last  three  being  brothers.     The  first  and  the 
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fourth  are  known  to  have  been  here  in  1707,  and  all  settled  near  the  Falls. 
Jacob,  one  of  the  three  brothers  mentioned,  carae  here  about  1717.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Guild  and  had  ten  children.  Of  these  Benjamin  was  the 
second  son  and  child.  He  married  Abigail  Spear  and  had  three  children. 
Stephen,  second  son  and  child,  and  born  here  in  town,  was  a  farmer,  a 
cabinetmaker,  and  for  a  number  of  years  the  agent  for  the  Falls  Manu- 
facturing Company.  He  was  an  energetic  and  a  successful  man,  and  he 
lived  to  a  good  old  age.  His  wife  was  INIartha,  the  daughter  of  Jonathan 
and  Martha  Pond  Stanley,  and  they  had  three  children. 

Stephen  Olney  Stanley,  again  the  second  son  and  cliild,  and  one  of  tlie 
last-mentioned  three  children,  was  born  June  11,  1801,  '•'•  in  the  house  oppo- 
site No.  5  school-house."  He  had  a  common-school  and  academic  education, 
but  when  quite  young  he  entered  the  "Company's  store"  at  the  Falls  as 
clerk  for  his  father.  He  was  occupied  there  for  several  years  and  in  addition 
had  farmwork  to  attend  to  during  the  summer  montiis.  Later  he  and  his 
father  "  closed  tlieir  connection  with  the  company,"  and  then  Mr.  Stanley' 
turned  his  attention  wholly  to  farming.  At  first  he  took  charge  only  of  his 
father's  farm,  but  finally  became  its  owner.  After  his  marriage  he  had  lived 
at  his  old  home  and  it  remained  his  residence  during  his  life.  It  is  the 
general  idea  that  the  ordinary  farmer  in  Xew  England  can  get  nothing  more 
than  a  living  from  his  acres.  This  was  the  case  with  Mr.  Stanley,  though  he 
labored  very  industriously.  "He  was  a  perfectly  just  man,  fair  and  honor- 
able in  all  his  dealings,"  and  of  him  it  was  often  said  in  the  familiar  phrase, 
"  He  was  too  honest  for  his  own  good."  He  had  no  doubt  too  humble  an 
opinion  of  his  own  powers  to  assert  himself  in  the  way  which  seems  necessary 
now  to  ensure  a  man's  financial  success,  but  he  had  what  was  better  than  that 
alone  :  the  success  of  a  life  of  duties  conscientiously  done  ;  and  there  can  l)e 
no  better  or  higher.  If  his  duties  were  simple,  he  was  content  to  do  them  as 
they  carae  to  him  without  craving  something  more  prominent  or  striking  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world  ;  1h>  had  no  desire  for  publicity,  tliough  had  circum- 
stances demanded  lie  would  have  proved  himself  capable  of  holding  oHice 
acceptably.  What  he  said  of  himself  siiows,  though  he  was  unconscious  of 
it,  what  he  really  was  —  a  good  ni:iii.  He  believed  in  the  principles  of  true 
religion  but  never  became  a  chmcli  member,  because,  as  he  said,  lie  did  not 
think  himself  good  enough.  'Die  men  who  feel  like  that  are  often  the  best 
fitted  for  the  placj's  they  arc  loo  modest  to  take  ;  but  no  matter  how  ri'tiring 
they  may  be  tlidr  inllucncc  I'oi-  wli.-it  is  highest  and  ln-sl  in  lift'  cannot  be 
confined  within  the  narrow  limits  they  tiiemsclves  prescrilic  tor  it,  but  is  felt 
in  the  comiiinnity  about  them  in  a  far  wiilcr  and  more  enduring  manner  tlian 
tliev  ill  tlicir  iinolitrusiveness  ilrcam  possililc  Mi-.  Stanley  was,  as  some 
one  has  said,  "  an  unassuming  and  useful  nn'inlicr  of  socicJy.  reserved  in 
demeanor.  an<l  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  all."  and  of  him  it  could  ])rol)ably  be 
said  :    ••  lie  liad  not  an  enciiiv  duiiiiLr  his  entire  life." 
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September  28,  1830,  he  married  Betsey  S.,  the  daughter  of  Ai'temas  aud 
Betsey  Daggett  Stanley.  Mrs.  Stanley  was  a  member  of  the  same  family  as 
her  husband,  Jacob,  their  first  ancestor  in  town,  being  their  common  great- 
grandfather. Her  family  lived  in  the  west  part  of  the  town.  Her  grand- 
father was  prominent  there  in  the  First  Congregational  Church,  and  her  father 
in  1841-42  was  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature.  Mr.  Stanley  died 
about  1875.  He  had  five  children,  of  whom  three  are  now  living :  Martha 
(Mrs.  Edward  C.  Knapp),  Benjamin,  and  Stephen.      [First  named  is  dead.] 

The  latter  left  home  in  1861  to  enter  the  army.  He  enlisted  as  a  musician 
in  the  Seventh  Regiment,  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  after  fourteen 
months'  service  was  discharged,  as  other  musicians  were.  After  a  short  stay 
in  town  he  went  to  Taunton,  this  State,  then  to  Youkers,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
worked  in  an  armory,  then  to  Waterbury,  Conn.,  where  he  learned  the 
machinist's  trade,  and  later  he  worked  as  a  toolmaker  in  a  brass  factor}^ 
In  1871  he  returned  to  the  Falls  aud  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother 
and  brother-in-law  to  manufacture  jewelry.  The  latter  has  retired  from  the 
firm,  but  the  two  brothers  continue  the  business  together,  aud  they  have 
enjoyed  a  very  considerable  degree  of  prosperity. 

The  Stanley  family  has  been  a  numerous  one  and  there  have  been  many 
branches  of  it  here  in  town  and  man}'  of  its  members  have  been  prominent 
here  and  elsewhere.  The  most  prominent  of  the  name  now  in  town  is  Lyman 
M.  Stanley,  resident  in  the  east  part.  He  has  for  several  years  been  very 
active  in  town  and  especially  in  district  matters.  To  him  chiefly  perhaps  is 
due  the  rise  and  in  large  measure  the  continuance  of  the  division  movement 
of  1886-87.  He  never  from  the  first  doubted  its  ultimate  success,  and  he 
worked  enthusiastically  and  persistently — in  the  face  of  adverse  criticism, 
which  was  both  abundant  and  severe  —  to  bring  the  question  to  a  speedy  and 
final  issue.  He  is  as  sure  of  the  future  iucrease  of  prosperity'  in  that  portion 
of  the  town  still  named  Attleborough  as  he  was  of  the  result  of  the  old 
town's  action  before  it  took  place.  Dr.  William  Stanley,  previously  men- 
tioned, also  belongs  to  this  family,  whose  members,  whether  they  have  been 
agriculturists  or  business  or  professional  men,  seem  always  to  have  been 
distinguished  for  their  industry,  intelligence,  and  honesty  of  purpose. 

Mr.  Edward  O.  Stanley,  well  known  to  many  in  town  and  formerly  a 
member  of  the  publishing  firm  of  Stanley  &  Usher,  of  Boston,  is  a  member 
of  this  family,  and  an  Attleborough  man.i 

STCRDY. 

The  founder  of  this  family  in  town  and  in  the  country  was  John  Jenkins, 
who  was  born  of  a  very  good  family,  in  Cardiff,  Wales,  February  9,  1791. 


1  The  Editor  wishes  to  aclinowleilge  her  indebtedness  to  him  for  many  valuable  suggestions  he  has 
made  in  regard  to  the  attempt  to  bring  to  completion  this  work,  and  to  express  her  gratitude  for  the 
assistance  he  so  courteously  rendered. 
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Wlit'ii  but  lifteon  years  of  age  the  sergeant  of  a  pressgang,  cither  by  strategy 
or  force,  iudueed  hiin  to  enlist  in  the  liritish  Navy,  and,  though  he  was 
under  the  prescribed  age,  •'  his  parents  were  powerless  to  rescue  him  after 
he  had  signed  the  agreement."  The  discipline  in  the  navy  of  Great  Britain 
was  at  that  time,  as  is  well  known,  extremeh^  severe,  and  after  serving  some- 
thing more  than  two  years  young  Jenkins  made  up  his  mind  to  escape.  His 
first  attempt  was  made  at  Land's  End,  no  great  distance  from  his  home,  but 
he  was  captured  and  taken  back  to  his  ship.  Before  twelve  months  had 
passed,  however,  he  made  a  second  attempt,  and  this  time  he  was  successful. 
"While  his  ship  was  "  weighing  anchor  off  the  coast  of  Palermo,  Sicily,"  he 
let  himself  tluough  a  porthole  and  swam  three  miles  to  the  shore.  An 
American  captain  smuggled  him  on  board  his  ship  and  carried  him  to  the  port 
of  Leghorn,  in  Italy.  An  American  sailor  had  recently  died  in  the  hospital 
there,  and  for  the  sum  of  five  dollars  'Mv.  Jenkins  bought  his  "  Protection 
Paper.'*  The  personal  description  it  contained  suited  the  purchaser  fairly 
well,  and  he  of  course  assumed  the  name  of  the  deceased  sailor  —  William 
Sturdy.  This  is  by  no  means  a  singular  case,  for  many  like  it  occurred  at 
that  period.  There  are  persons  now  residing  in  town  whose  ancestors,  it  is 
said,  for  similar  reasons  changed  their  names,  taking  whatever  sobriquet 
suggested  itself  as  a  surname  and  a  means  of  preventing  the  dreade<l  iden- 
tification and  consequent  forced  return  to  the  hard  service  from  whieli  they 
were  trying  to  escape.'  This  impressment  of  seamen  into  her  navy  by 
England  was  not  confined  to  English  subjects  ])ut  it  extended  to  American 
citizens  as  well,  and  was  one  of  the  special  causes  of  the  War  of  1812. 

\\  iLLiAM  Stlkdv  then  shii)peil  on  an  American  schooner,  lying  at  Leghorn, 
and  bound  for  the  United  States.  He  finally  landed  on  June  9,  1809,  at 
Beveily,  Mass.,  and  thus  became  an  American  citizen,  and  of  this  Common- 
wealth. From  the  port  of  Beverly  he  made  several  voyages  as  mate  of 
American  schooners,  Ijut  finally  abandoned  the  seas.  Meanwhile,  '•  al  twenty 
two  years  of  age,"  he  married  Clarissa  Whittemore,  of  Beverly.  Hi-r  father 
had  come  to  this  town,  and  when  he  left  the  maritime  service  Mi'.  Sturdy 
an<l  his  wife  followed  liiin,  and  they  all  at  first  st-ttliMJ  :i(  *'  Attleborough 
City."  Mr.  Sturdy  sul)se<iuently  bought  a  farm  lying  on  the  west  shore  of 
the  trails  pond.  He  resided  there  until  1827,  and  then-  ten  of  his  fourteen 
children  were  born.      AI)out  that  lime.  l.s-_'7,  "  the  initial  elToits  in  eotton  maii- 


>  It  l^  a  Utile  dltiKiil'ir  tliat  llicr  Uii<cr.l(irH  lit  holli  Mr.  and  Miv-.  (Jc-oikc  A.  Aclniii.s  slioiil<l  have  liatl 
experlenccH  hlrnllnr  to  llie  ime  juhI  ielali'<l.  In  thf  <nHC  of  llie  Idniier  n  cliaiiKe  of  naiiic  <llil  not  jji-ovo 
to  l»e  ncccHsary,  Imt  In  llial  of  ilic  latter  It  waH  ho.  A  youiiK  nian  liy  the  name  of  Newton  was  at  one 
time  with  a  friend  attempting  esrape  frr)ni  thU  hatc'l  naval  -ervlc*-.  Ilelnn  in  Imminent  ilanKer  of 
enpture,  to  the  <|iie«tlon,  "Who  are  yon?  "  one  answereil,  "I  am  (Joing,"  ami  the  other,  "I  am 
ComlnK,"  Boaml-HO,  niul  thuHC  (|iiirkly  unMnmol  numcH  lieeanie  their  permanent  Hiirnninc»,  the  oM 
onci*  helnjc  <nt»car<k-<l.  Kroin  the  lutter  the  <'nmmln««,  of  Meilway,  ami  from  the  former  the  (iowens, 
of  Frnnklln,  are  »le»ceii<le<l,  thoHe  of  the  last  name  renhllnjf  In  town  helnjf  from  that  plaee. 
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ufacturing  on  the  Blackstoue  river  had  opened  the  way  for  the  employment 
of  minors,"  and  Mr.  Sturdy  availed  himself  of  this  opportunity  because  it 
had  become  impossible  for  him  to  procure  a  proper  subsistence  for  his  large 
family  from  his  farm.  He  resided  in  several  of  the  manufacturing  villages 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  finally  settled  in  Blackstone,  then  in  the  town  of  Men- 
don,  Mass.     Here  he  died,  October  16,  1834.1 

After  the  lapse  of  something  over  twenty  years  from  the  time  he  went 
away,  one  after  another  of  his  sons  returned  to  this  town  to  settle,  until  six 
of  the  eight  became  residents,  and  four  of  these  remain  still  as  permanent 
citizens. 

John  F.  Sturdy  is  the  oldest  of  these  four.  He  was  born  in  this  town, 
and  was  probably  not  more  than  five  or  six  yeais  old  when  his  father  removed 
to  Rhode  Island.  As  a  boy  and  youth  he  worked  in  the  cotton  mills  in  the 
several  villages  where  his  family  resided.  He  began  business  for  himself  in 
Providence,  in  1848,  with  his  brother  James.  They  made  dies,  cutters,  and 
tools  for  jewelers'  use.  After  continuing  this  occupation  for  a  few  months, 
the  manufacture  of  jewelry  was  added  to  it  and  both  continued  for  a  short 
time,  when  the  brothers  decided  to  remove  to  this  town.  In  1849  the  business 
was  located  at  Robinsonville,  with  a  third  partner.  The  Sturdys  had  "dis- 
covered the  process  of  making  what  is  now  known  as  rolled  or  stock  plate," 
and  their  firm  of  Draper,  Sturdy  &  Co.  was  the  first  to  introduce  this  stock 
into  Attleborough  and  to  manufacture  here  rolled-gold  plate  jewelry.  They 
also  made  known  their  process  of  making  this  plate  to  some  other  jewelers, 
and  the  result  was  a  verj'  general  adoption  of  their  method.  Mr.  Sturdy  had 
several  partners  during  the  first  twelve  or  fourteen  years  of  his  residence 
here,  but  from  1862  until  1875  he  w^as  alone  in  business.  During  the  latter 
year  one  of  his  sons  became  associated  with  him,  and  subsequently  two 
others,  and  the  firm  then  assumed  its  present  name. 


1  For  the  benefit  of  the  younger  members  of  the  present  generation,  who  know  nothing  of  mill 
operatives  except  as  they  are  to  be  found  to-day,  it  should  be  said  that  in  the  early  days  of  cotton 
manufacturing  the  people  who  sought  employment  in  the  factories  were  of  a  totally  different  class. 
So-called  "  sliilled  labor"  Is  not  required  by  the  improved  machinery  in  our  cotton  mills  at  the  ijresent 
time,  but  the  fact  which  most  fully  explains  the  change  that  has  taken  place  in  the  class  of  em- 
ployees is  that  sixty  years  ago  the  avenues  of  industry  open  in  New  England  villages  to  people  of 
intelligence,  those  of  skill  of  mind  as  well  as  hand,  were  very  limited  in  number  as  compared  with 
to-day,  and  such  as  then  presented  themselves  had  of  necessity  to  be  made  use  of  until  others  more 
desirable  and  suitable  could  be  found  and  entered  upon.  To  a  certain  extent  what  was  true  in  cotton 
has  been  true  in  our  own  greater  manufacture,  jewelry.  Very  much  is  now  accomplished  by  machinery 
which  couUl  formerly  be  done  only  by  clever  men  by  handwork,  and  therefore  a  large  proportion, 
comparatively,  of  the  employees  in  the  shops  are  unskilled.  A  class  has  sprung  up  in  our  communi- 
ties scarcely  known  a  half-century  ago,  when  the  sons  of  the  settlers  of  the  soil,  our  solid  and  sub. 
stantial  citizens,  who  in  their  turn  became  our  worthiest  and  leading  citizens,  began  life  as  workers 
"  at  the  bench."  It  can  readily  be  seen  then  that  the  first  employees  in  the  mills  were  from  among 
the  best  people  in  tlieir  various  communities.  To  the  capable,  intelligent,  and  ambitious,  as  notably 
in  the  casS  of  the  Sturdy  family,  and  indeed  in  others  in  our  own  town,  this  occupation  was  but  the 
first  stepping-stone  to  great  advancement  and  to  the  gaining  of  most  excellent  positions  in  after  life, 
positions  calculated  to  satisfy  higli  ambitions. 
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Mr.  Stnrdy's  residence  is  at  KobiusoiivilU'.  now  a  part  of  the  Falls,  and 
at  no  great  distance  from  the  spot  of  his  birth.  He  is  interested  in  the 
improvement  and  beautifvins:  of  this  pleasant  little  village,  and  many  years 
ao-o  took  steps  in  that  direction  l>y  making  an  attractive  home  for  himself, 
which  he  surrounded  by  well-kept  grounds.  The  brothers  are  alike  in  this 
respect.  The  firstfruits  of  their  success  are  expended  in  making  for  them- 
selves suitable  and  beautiful  homes,  which  can  always  be  sustained  in  a  suit- 
able manner  and  strictly  within  their  means.  But  they  do  not  stop  here ; 
the  comfort  of  the  family  properly  secured,  they  turn  their  attention  to  works 
of  general  improvement  and  benevolence. 

Mr.  John  Sturdy  is  no  exception  in  this  respect.  He  is  a  liberal  man  in 
matters  of  charity.  He  was  especially  generous  in  his  gifts  to  the  Central 
Church  society,  and  was  one  of  the  unusually  efficient  building  committee 
when  its  edifice  was  erected.  All  that  he  does  is  done  quietly,  for  anything 
like  ostentation  is  unknown  to  him  ;  but  he  does  his  full  share  of  what  per- 
tains to  one  in  his  position,  that  of  a  highly  esteemed  man  and  citizen  of 
ample  means. 

.Tames  H.  Sturdy  was  born  in  this  town  September  "ifi,  1823.  In  1827 
the  family  left  town.  Twenty-two  years  afterward,  in  1849,  he  returned, 
and,  as  has  been  stated,  commenced  manufacturing  jewelry  at  Robinsonville 
with  his  brother,  J.  F.  Sturdy,  and  H.  M.  Draper,  a  pioneer  in  making 
rolled-gold  plate  or  stock.  He  left  this  firm  at  the  end  of  a  year  and  went 
to  the  Falls,  then  a  village  distinct  entirely  from  the  other,  and  there  formed 
a  partnership  with  H.  F.  Barrows,  with  Ira  Richards  &  Co.  as  silent  partners. 
This  arrangement  lasted  about  three  years,  the  firm  meanwhile  moving  to 
North  Attleborough  to  a  shop  owned  by  the  Richards.  Previous  to  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  copartnership  Mr.  Sturdy  sold  out  his  interest 
to  Mr.  Barrows.  He  then  formed  another  copartnership  and  wriit  Id  Slicl- 
donville,  where  he  built  a  shop.  At  the  end  of  some  two  or  three  years 
inducements  were  held  out  which  decided  him  to  remove  to  Wrenthain  Centre. 
It  had  been  difficult  to  procure  tenements  for  help,  these  ])eing  in  many  cases 
held  by  the  larger  firms,  and  in  AVrentham  Centre  advantages  in  this  direc- 
tion were  offered.  IMitMf  Mr.  Sturdy  again  built  a  shop,  and  he  was  the  first 
jewelry  manufactuni-  in  that  town.      He  remainiMJ  llu're  until  1860. 

About  that  time  his  lirm  met  with  financial  dillicultics,  and,  soon  after,  the 
l)reaking  out  of  the  war  caiisfd  a  general  prostration  of  Itnsines.s.  These 
were  the  causes  of  tlie  (lisxdntion  of  tiie  linn,  aM<i  Mr.  Simdv  came  to  Ivist 
Attleborough  and  took  up  iiis  residence.  \U\  there  soon  engaged  in  making 
badges  for  the  use  of  soldiers,  and  for  a  year  or  two  this  was  the  principal 
business  in  tlial  village,  the  demand  being  very  small  for  gooijs  in  tlie  I'egnlar 
lines  of  jewelry  business.  After  the  |>ecnliar  <listni  bances  whicii  were  caused 
by  the  outbreak  of  the  Hel)ellion  had  subsich'tl  and  the  country  had  settled 
itself    to  a  long  state    of    war,  business  generally  graibially  came    back  to  its 
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regular  lines,  and  badge-making  after  a  time  gave  place  largely  to  the  former 
ordinary  kinds  of  ornament  manufacturing,  which  increased  very  largely. 

Mr.  Sturdy  remained  alone  until  1867,  when  he  associated  with  himself 
Fred.  I.  Marcy,  who  had  previously  been  acting  as  his  salesman,  and  the 
business  of  this  firm  was  carried  on  in  Providence."  This  business  was  pros- 
perous, and  the  firm  continued  unchanged  for  ten  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time,  in  1877,  the  senior  partner  sold  his  interest  to  the  junior  and  retired 
from  active  business.  While  carrying  on  his  manufacturing  in  Providence, 
Mr.  Sturdy  retained  his  residence  in  this  town,  and  still  continues  to  do  so. 

Charles,  H.  Sturdy  was  born  in  Slatersville,  R.  I.,  June  28,  1828. 
When  but  eight  or  nine  years  old  he  began  to  work  in  a  cotton  mill  and 
continued  to  do  so  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  for  some  ten  years.  Then, 
when  about  eighteen,  he  left  home  and  found  emplo^'ment  for  a  time  in  Fall 
River.  His  childhood  stories  of  the  father's  former  occupation  may  have 
been  alluring  to  his  imagination,  for  in  1846  he  went  to  sea.  A  voyage  of 
seven  months  was  sufficient  to  remove  all  glamour,  if  there  had  been  such, 
and  on  his  return  home  he  went  to  Blackstone  with  his  brother  William  and 
there  learned  the  painter's  trade.  After  this  he  worked  in  Connecticut  for 
a  while,  both  in  a  factory  and  at  his  trade.  Very  naturally,  however,  his 
attention  became  turned  toward  Attleborough  and  the  jewelry  business,  and 
about  1850  he  came  to  Robinsonville  and  learned  that  trade  in  his  brother's 
establishment  there.  This  done  he  went  to  Plainville  and  there  became 
foreman  for  Draper,  Tifft  &,  Bacon. 

In  18.59  he  came  to  East  Attleborough  and  entered  into  business  with  his 
brother  Albert.  The  shop  in  which  they  were  located  having  been  burned, 
the  firm  went  temporarily  to  Mansfield.  The  manufacturing  was  brought  back 
to  East  Attleborough  in  1861,  and  from  that  time  until  1863,  during  his 
brother's  absence  in  the  army,  Mr.  Sturdy  had  entire  charge  of  the  business. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  firm  until  1871,  when  he  retired.  He  had  shared 
in  the  misfortunes  and  dull  times  of  its  early  days,  and  he  remained  long 
enough  to  share  in  its  prosperity  during  the  years  immediately  following  the 
close  of  the  war.  Soon  after  his  withdrawal  Mr.  Sturdy  took  up  coal  busi- 
ness, and  has  continued  it  ever  since,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  dealers  in  town. 

In  1868  he  married  Eliza  J.  Hodges.  They  have  two  children:  Ella  J., 
Mrs.  James  E.  Blake,  residing  in  town,  and  Charles  A.,  just  completing 
his  education.      [He  is  married  and  resides  in  town.] 

Albert  W.  Sturdy  is  the  eighth  and  youngest  son  and  the  thirteenth 
child  in  his  family.  He  was  born  in  Blackstone,  March  4,  1831.  The  first 
seventeen  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  that  place  and  in  Manville,  a  village 
in  the  town  of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  on  the  Blackstone  River.  He  was  able  to 
attend  school  only  until  he  was  ten  years  old,  and  then  he  began  to  work 
in  the  factories  as  a  bobbin-boy.     After  a    few  years  the  opportunity  for 
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learning  an  excellent  trade  was  offered  in  his  brother's  shop  here,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  came  to  Robinsonville,  where  for  two  years,  from  1849 
till  I80I,  he  worked  as  an  api)rentiee  for  Draper  &  Sturdy.  At  the  end  of 
that  time,  "having  by  over-work  and  strict  economy,  saved  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money,"  the  young  man  determined  to  possess  himself  of  what  he 
had  learned  to  know  was  of  the  highest  value  and  for  the  lack  of  which  he 
realized  nothing  else  could  fully  compensate  liim  —  an  education.  He  entered 
Thetford  Academy  in  Vermont,  and  remained  two  years.  This  was  a  course 
of  action  which  cannot  be  too  highly  commended,  one  whose  good  results 
make  themselves  patent  to  everybody,  and  all  youths  in  similar  circumstances 
would  do  well  to  follow  Mr.  Sturdy's  example. 

After  completing  his  studies,  as  he  had  planned  to  do,  he  returned  to  this 
town  and  took  the  place  of  bookkeeper  for  Barrows  &  Sturdy.  Early  in  the 
year  1856  he  went  to  New  York  City  to  act  as  salesman  for  J.  H.  Sturdy 
&  Co.,  and  remained  in  the  employ  of  this  firm  until  18.")i),  when  he  again 
returned  to  town  and  with  his  brother  Charles  formed  the  partnership 
previouslv  mentioned  and  known  as  Sturdy  Brothers.  The  first  two  years 
of  this  firm's  existence  were  trying  ones,  though  during  tliat  time  its  members 
had  succeeded  in  establishing  a  business  ;  but  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
for  a  time  prostrated  everything. 

Mr.  Sturdy,  like  many  others,  felt  that  the  outbreak  would  soon  be  quelled 
and  business  would  therefore  soon  again  resume  its  normal  condition  —  a 
widespread  hope  which  was  soon  dispelled.  On  hearing  the  news  of  our 
defeat  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  he  enlisted,  and  on  July  23,  1801,  he 
enrolled  himself  as  a  private  in  Company  I,  Eighteenth  Regiment,  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers,  the  recruiting  for  which  was  being  carried  on  at 
Wrentham  Centre.  This  regiment  was  attached  to  the  Fifth  Corps  of  the 
Army  of  tiie  Potomac  and  served  through  the  Peninsula,  General  Pope's  and 
Marvland  campaigns.  After  the  battle  of  Shepardstown,  Va.,  which 
occurred  September  20,  1862,  Mr.  Sturdy,  with  other  members  of  the 
regiment,  was  detailed  to  return  to  Massachusetts  "on  recruiting  service." 
On  reaching  Boston  he  found  a  commission  as  second  lieutenant  awaiting 
him  and  he  was  transferred  to  Company  K  of  his  regiment.  lie  rt'inained 
at  home  in  the  discharge  of  these  recruiting  duties  about  six  weeks  and  then 
returned  to  tlu;  front.  His  regiment  was  at  Falmouth,  \'a..  and  lie  joined 
it  in  time  to  participate  in  the  battle  of  Fre(h'ricks])urg,  on  the  tliirteeiitii  of 
December,  1H(>2.  He  was  in  command  of  a  company  and  in  the  second 
charf'e  made  by  tiie  lOighteenth  on  Marye's  Heights  "  he  received  a  gun  shot 
wound  througli  the  midtlle  of  iiis  left  foot."  He  was  taki'u  to  Seminary 
Hospital  at  Cleorgetr)wn,  1).  C.,  and  kept  there  for  six  weeks.  Dining  that 
time  he  received  a  connnission  as  lirst  lieutenant  from  Governor  Andrew. 
He  was  finally  able  to  reach  hnmc,  by  tlie  aid  of  crutches,  altoiit  February, 
IHO;],      His    leave    of    absence    was    necessaiily    extended    several    times,    his 
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progress  toward  recovery  was  so  slow;  aud  in  April,  under  a  "General 
Order  "  issued  by  the  War  Department,  he  returned  to  Washington,  there 
to  be  examined  as  to  his  ability  to  again  perform  active  service  within  a 
certain  stated  time.  The  Surgeon-General,  after  the  required  examination, 
"placed  him  on  the  list  for  permanent  discharge,"  aud  this  was  obtained 
April  22,  1863.  It  was  a  great  while  before  he  apparently  recovered  from 
the  effects  of  his  wound,  and  some  of  these  are  probably  felt  even  now  aud 
always  will  be ;  but  no  man  can  regret  a  disability  sustained  in  such  a 
service  or  fail  to  be  proud  of  so  honorable  a  scar. 

Mr.  Sturdy  very  soon  resumed  his  place  in  his  firm,  and  just  at  that  time 
there  was  a  general  revival  of  business  throughout  the  North.  Until  the 
close  of  the  war  there  were  large  orders  for  army  badges  of  all  kinds 
received  by  this  firm  ;  but  for  some  time  before,  the  legitimate  lines  of  jewelry 
had  been  gaining  ground  and  were  subsequently  taken  up  exclusively.  From 
1866  till  1870  Mr.  Sturdy  resided  in  Brooklyn,  as  during  those  years  he 
assumed  that  portion  of  the  business  connected  with  the  firm's  New  York 
office.  He  retained  his  active  interest  iu  the  concern  until  1885,  when  he  sold 
it  out,  but  became  a  special  partner  for  a  limited  term. 

October  4,  1862,  while  at  home  on  special  detached  service,  he  was  married 
to  Fidelia  Page  Thorp  at  her  birthplace.  South  Boston.  They  have  had  three 
children  :  Irene  Thorp,  Mrs.  Frederick  Paul  Hill,  a  widow  ;  Clara  Page,  Mrs. 
Alfred  F.  Simmons  ;  and  a  son,  Albert  W.,  Jr.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four. 

Mr.  Sturdy  was  the  pioneer  in  building  handsome  houses  on  South  Main 
Street,  as  he  commenced  his  just  in  advance  of  his  nearest  neighbor,  Mr. 
Dean.  He  is  a  promoter  of  public  improvements  and  of  good  works.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Murray  Parish  and  lent  efficient  aid  in  the 
building  of  its  edifice.  He  has  recently  presented  the  society  with  a  fine 
organ,  which  is  called  by  his  name,  and  to  which  gift  he  attached  a  very 
commendable  condition,  namely,  that,  should  it  be  so  desired  by  a  proper 
number  of  persons  in  the  village,  the  church  should  be  opened  for  a  course 
of  lectures  each  winter  season.  He  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Attle- 
borough  Gas  Light  Company  and  a  director  in  the  Attleborough  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  William  A.  Streeter  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  a  member  of  Ezekiel  Bates  Lodge  of  F.  and  A.  M.  He 
favored  town  division  because  he  believed  the  resulting  effects  would  prove  to 
be  beneficial  to  both  portions,  but  he  advocated  its  being  brought  about  by  vote 
of  a  majority  of  the  citizens  and  in  no  other  way.  He  disapproved  entirely 
of  the  course  suggested  by  some,  of  carrying  the  matter  to  the  Legislature 
for  further  authoritative  actiou  in  the  event  of  the  failure  of  favorable 
"action  on  the  part  of  the  town.  If  the  vote  of  July,  1887,  had  been  against 
instead  of  for  division,  he  and  others  who  believed  as  he  did  would  still  have 
advocated  the  avoiding  of  any  further  public  action  for  a  time  and  have 
urged    the  wisdom  of   waiting  until   the  idea,  which  seemed  to  be  steadily 
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o-;iiniii2;  ground,  should  ri'iicli  that  point  wiiere  it  would  naturally  have  voiced 
itself  again.  In  otluT  words  he  joined  with  those  who  were  willing  to  have 
the  "•  good  result"  delayetl  in  order  to  have  it  effected  liy  the  desire  of  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  town. 

The  Sturdy  family  is  a  striking  illustration  of  what  ability  and  determina- 
tion can  accomplish.  These  were  their  chief,  indeed  their  only  inheritance, 
and  the  result  marks  them  as  of  more  value  than  lands  or  gold.  The  sons 
fought  bravely  against  the  adverse  circumstances  of  their  early  life  and  came 
out  of  the  contest  signally  victorious,  by  their  own  inherent  energy  compel- 
ling the  very  disadvantages  themselves  to  work  in  their  favor,  until  by  their 
own  efforts  they  attained  the  positions  to  which  l)y  character  and  talents  they 
were  justly  entitled,  and  which  they  fairly  earned.  The  name  assumed  by 
chance,  if  there  be  chance,  was  especially  appropriate  to  the  father,  who  bad 
need  of  and  showed  sturdy  boldness,  obstinacy,  and  "  pluck "iu  the  adven- 
turous life  which  circumstances  compelled  him  to  enter  in  his  early  youth,  and 
he  needed  great  sturdiuess  to  enable  him  to  meet  the  many  ditRculties  of  some 
of  his  later  years.  There  must  too  have  been  a  spirit  of  unusual  firmness 
and  resolution  in  the  mother,  who  was  left  when  comparatively  young  to  rear 
her  little  family  alone.  Such  traits  liave  enabled  these  sons  to  meet  life  and 
con(iuer  it  financially  ;  and  that  is  much,  but  that  is  not  all.  Having  reached 
positions  worth  struggling  for,  they  make  use  of  the  wealth  meanwiiile  acquired 
iu  ways  tending  to  improve  and  benefit  the  communities  where  they  live.  It 
is  a  good  thing  for  Attleborough  that  the  family  settled  within  her  limits  and 
that  so  many  of  them  have  found  a  i)ermaneut  home  here. 

THACHEK. 

Tlie  ancestors  of  this  family  who  early  came  to  this  country  from  England 
have  Iteen  mentioned  in  the  account  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Thacher,  so  long  the 
exemplary  and  honored  pastor  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church  in  this 
town.  Hev.  Mr.  Thacher  had  ten  children,  of  whom  Peter  was  tiie  second 
child  and  oldest  son.  lie  was  born  in  Attleborough  October  21,  1753,  and 
died  December  1,  IHM.  He  married  Nanna,  tiie  daughter  of  Captain  John 
Tyler,  of  this  town.     Tln-y  had  foui'  childrcM,  of  whom  Peter  was  the  oldest. 

Dp:acox  Pi;ri:u  Tiiac  iiku  was  born  .Marcii  ."Jo,  177:t.  I>ike  his  fnlhcr,  lie 
was  a  farmer  and  lived  on  the  place  still  in  tiie  possession  of  the  family  and 
used  as  the  residence  of  one  of  its  members.  Tlie  house  was  built  by  the 
minister  grandfatiier.  At  tlie  proper  season  he  iiad  a  liouse  "  raising,"  when, 
it  is  said,  "  he  got  upon  the  roof,  and  made  a  fervent  prayer,  de<li(ating  it  t(» 
God."  '      Deacon  Thacher,  as  he  was  almost  always  familiarly  called,  was  a  man 


'  up  lo  llie  pruKcnt  time—  AukiihI,  imil  — iiotliliii^  poHlUve  wiih  known  of  Uiu  lime  wlieii  tliln  hoiiHc 
was  liuUl,  l)iu  .'111  olil  letter  fouml  by  a  member  of  the  fniiilly  flxen  upon  the  Mate  with  Home  ileKree  ol 
certainty.    <Mi  Sejitember  IS,  I74!t,  Mr.  'rharlier,  In  wrllln^  to  lil»"  Hon  M  A    lUiir  Mollier,"  hhvh:  "  I 
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who  commanded  the  enth-e  respect  of  everybody.  Many  who  did  not  know 
him  personally  can  recall  his  tall,  dignified  form  crowned  with  its  covering  of 
white  hair,  moving  slowly  up  the  aisles  of  the  church  of  which  he  was  so 
long  a  consistent  member,  and  where  he  so  long  —  even  for  fifty  years  — 
ministered  in  the  deacon's  othce.  His  contemporaries  have  all  passed  away, 
but  some  remain  who  knew  him  in  his  middle  life  and  as  an  old  man,  and  all 
can  testify  to  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  ever  held. 

He  was  a  man  of  excellent  judgment  both  in  church  matters  and  in  general 
affairs.  That  his  integrity  was  trusted  and  his  judgment  relied  on  is  demon- 
strated by  the  fact  that  he  was  called  upon  to  settle  many  estates  and  to 
become  the  guardian  of  many  children.  He  was  a  conservative  man.  He 
took  a  very  decided  stand  upon  all  questions,  and  having  carefully  and  delib- 
erately made  up  his  mind  he  was  sure  to  abide  by  his  decisions.  He  was 
stern  but  just,  and  strictly  honest,  literally  ''  his  word  was  as  good  as  his 
bond."  It  is  related  that  upon  one  occasion  a  business  man  of  this  town, 
cue  whose  property  was  doubtless  worth  several  times  the  amount  of  Deacon 
Thacher's,  had  met  with  some  difficulty  in  effecting  a  loan.  It  being  neces- 
sary for  him  to  have  some  money  at  once,  he  applied  for  assistance  to  Mr. 
Thacher,  whom  he  found  plowing.  The  good  deacon  left  his  plow,  went  to 
the  bank,  and  had  no  trouble  whatever  in  getting  the  required  sum,  his  credit 
was  so  good.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the  Bristol  Countv  Agricultural 
Society  and  was  treasurer  of  many  different  societies  in  the  course  of  his  life. 
During  the  "War  of  1812  he  was  frequently  employed  in  carting  specie  for 
the  government,  another  proof  of  his  trustworthiness. 

He  married  first,  on  May  7,  1804,  Saloma,  the  daughter  of  Abial  Dunham, 
of  this  town.  Their  children  were  four  in  number,  only  one  of  whom  is  now 
living,  Anne  Tyler  Clafliu,  widow  of  Deacon  Harvey  Claflin,  of  this  town. 
His  second  wife  was  Susan  Carpenter,  of  Foxborough,  by  whom  he  also  had 
four  children:  Susan,  John,  William,  and  Calista,  three  of  whom  are  resi- 
dents here.  He  died  at  his  own  homestead  September  20,  1863,  aged  eighty- 
four  years,  five  months,  and  twent}'  days.  Mrs.  Thacher  was  for  a  great  many 
years  the  earnest  and  devoted  superintendent  of  the  Infant  Sabbath-school 
in  the  Second  Congregational  Church.  She  taught  the  simple  truths  of  the 
gospel  to  many  little  ones  and  turned  man}'  feet  toward  the  paths  of  right- 
eousness.    Her  good  face  and  kindh^  eyes,  beaming  mildly  through  her  spec- 


have  put  my  house  and  Ten  acres  of  the  best  land  upon  my  Farm  to  sale,  but  if  I  sell  shall  reserve 
the  ixse  of  the  House  till  the  Year  comes  about,  and  in  that  time  if  God  spare  my  life  endeavor  to  site 
a  New  One."  The  date,  then,  was  probably  about  1750,  and  may  be  deemed  more  certain  from  the 
fact  that  he  married  shortly  after  the  letter  quoted  was  written.  The  searching  of  some  old  deeds 
has  recently  brought  to  light  one  or  two  interesting  facts  relating  to  the  stream  running  by  the 
Thacher  homestead  and  now  called  Thacher's  Brook.  In  olden  times  it  was  evidently  called  Wolf- 
bridge  Run,  frequent  mention  of  that  run  being  found  in  transfers  of  land  in  the  vicinity,  and  in  one 
place  reference  is  made  to  a  sawmill  upon  it.  There  are  indications  of  a  mill  to  be  found  on  the 
brook  near  the  road  bridge  over  it,  where  a  fence  now  runs  down  into  the  water,  but  no  mention  of 
any  owner  has  as  yet  been  found. 
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tacles  upon  the  upturned  faces  as  she  stood  in  thi'  little  room  and  talked  to 
her  scholars,  are  among  clu'rished  memories  of  childhood,  not  only  in  tlic  old 
parish  itself,  but  far  outside  its  limits.  Mrs.  Thacher  outlived  her  husband 
for  twenty  years,  and  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time  she  remained  at 
the  old  home.  She  finally  removed  to  the  village,  where  she  lived  with  her 
two  daughters,  at  whose  house  she  died  June  S.  188:^,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven. 

Peter  Thacher,  eldest  son  of  Deacon  Peter  and  Saloma  'rhacher.  was 
born  July  20,  1812,  and  was  the  only  son  by  the  first  wife.  He  was  the 
seventh  hi  direct  descent  from  Thomas  Thacher.  who  was  the  first  minister 
of  the  Old  South  Church  in  Boston,  and  was  the  eighth  of  the  name  Peter, 
in  different  generations,  known  to  the  family.  His  education  was  limited,  for 
his  schooldays  ended  in  1828,  when  he  was  sixteen.  The  two  previous  years 
he  had  spent  at  the  academies  of  Wrentham  and  Amherst,  and  the  following 
year  he  was  a  worker  on  his  father's  farm.  In  1830  he  left  home  determined 
to  achieve  fortune  for  himself.  He  went  to  Taunton,  where  his  first  engage- 
ment was  to  a  house  carpenter  for  a  year,  "-  for  forty  dollars  and  board,"  and 
this  proved  to  be  the  foundation  of  after  success.  He  remained  in  Taunton 
two  vears.  In  1884  he  found  employment  with  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad  Company  as  a  mechanic.  By  iiis  al)ility  he  won  the  confidence  of 
the  company,  and  he  was  promoted  to  the  responsible  position  of  superin- 
tendent of  construction,  a  position  which  he  filled  in  a  thoroughly  satisfactory 


manner. 


For  the  next  thirteen  years — from  188(')  to  1849— three  yeart*  excepted 
he  was  engaged  as  a  contractor  in  the  building  and  as  a  superintendent  in  the 
putting  into  operation  of  some  thirteen  different  railroads,  and  always  with 
success.  The  Stonington,  the  Norwich  and  Worcester,  the  Taunton  and  New 
Bedford,  the  Vermont  Central,  and  the  Hudson  Kiver  railroads  are  among  the 
number.  During  the  three  years  1843-44-4;'),  he  was  occupied  in  the  con- 
struction of  Forts  Warren  and  Independence  in  Boston  Harbor.  Mr.  Wright, 
then  superintendent  of  engineers  at  Fort  Warren,  said  of  him  at  th:it  time: 
"  He  possesses  a  thorough  accjuaintance  with  his  business,  and  comliincs  great 
intelligence  with  an  uncommon  degree  of  faithfulness  in  the  discharge  of 
duty.  I  ftit'l  assured  that  wiioevcr  is  so  fortunate  as  to  comiiiiunl  his  services 
will  esteem  him  a  great  ac(juisition." 

In  1850  Mr.  Thacher  gained  control  of  the  Ijowf  patiiit  bridgi-.  lie  asso- 
ciated himself  with  two  other  gentlemen  under  the  lirni  name  of  Thacher, 
Burt  &  Co..  and  8(»on  after  this  removed  to  Cleveland,  Ohio.  lie  became 
one  of  the  leading  bridge-builders  in  the  West  and  eonstiiicled  bridges  on 
most  of  the  original  railroads  in  Ohio,  Mieiiigan,  Indi.ina,  .ukI  Kentucky. 
In  l«l'i2  he  rebuilt  tind  bridge  over  tlie  ( 'umberhind  Kiver  at  Nashville,  Tenii.. 
which  was  destroyed  early  in  the  w;u  .  It  was  his  (irm  which  erected  tlie 
Union  elevator  in  Cleveland  with  such  marked  success.      In  IHC,')  he  withdrew 


HISTORY  OF  ATTLEBOROUGH.  603 

from  the  firm.  Later  he  became  engaged  iu  other  enterprises,  and  in  these 
success  always  attended  him. 

Mr.  Thacher  was  a  man  who  never  sought  preferment,  but  he  held  various 
public  offices  of  importance  and  trust  in  the  city  of  his  adoption  and  he  was 
also  an  officer  in  several  literary  and  historical  associations  there  and  else- 
where. He  always  took  an  active  interest  "  in  public  institutions,  churches, 
schools,  and  charitable  associations,  his  purse  and  influence  being  alwa^^s  at 
command  to  advance  the  cause  of  education  and  benevolence."  He  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Cleveland,  holding  the 
highest  honors  of  the  craft  in  Lodge,  Chapter,  Council,  and  Commandery. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Scottish  Rite  of  Freemasonry  in  Cleve- 
land, which  is  a  highly  prosperous  and  respected  body.  For  the  eighteen 
years  previous  to  his  death  he  was  treasurer  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templars  of  Ohio,  and  as  a  mark  of  respect  for  him  his  name  was 
given  to  a  Chapter  and  Lodge  in  Cuyahoga  County  iu  that  state.  He  died  at 
Cleveland,  February  12,  1880,  and  was  buried  iu  that  city  with  the  impressive 
ceremonies  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  "  At  his  decease  each  Masonic  body 
with  which  he  had  been  connected  adopted  resolutions  testifying  to  his  faith- 
fulness to  the  institutions,  and  then*  deep  sorrow  at  the  demise  of  one  who 
could  truly  be  called  an  honest  man.''' 

May  6,  1849,  Mr.  Thacher  married  Sarah  Adams  Estabrook,  of  West 
Cambridge,  now  Arlington,  Mass.  They  had  three  children  :  Annie,  who 
died  at  an  early  age  ;  John,  the  younger  son,  who  resides  in  Cleveland  ;  and 
Peter.  He  became  blind  when  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  now  with 
his  mother  resides  near  Sanford,  Fla.  [He  died  there  during  the  winter  of 
1890-91.] 

William  T.  Thacher  was  the  youngest  son  of  Deacon  Thacher  and  was 
born  in  this  town  April  26,  1830.  He  attended  the  public  schools  here  and 
finished  his  education  at  Wrentham  Academy.  He  was  among  the  first  to  be 
attacked  by  the  gold  fever,  and  in  '49,  when  but  nineteen  years  old,  he  went 
around  the  Horn  to  California  and  remained  there  six  years.  Soon  after  his 
return  home  he  married  Anna,  the  daughter  of  Eev.  James  O.  Barney,  so 
long  the  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Seekonk.  He  went  to  Hyde 
Park  to  reside  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  settlement  of  that  pretty 
suburb  of  Boston.  He  was  a  member  of  the  large  real  estate  and  brokerage 
firm  of  Blake,  Bradbury  &  Thacher  there.  He  soon  acquired  a  handsome 
competency  and  made  for  himself  a  beautiful  home,  where  his  many  friends 
always  found  a  hospitable  welcome.  Subsequently  reverses  came  upon  him 
and  he  lost  his  property. 

He  entered  the  army  in  the  Civil  AYar  and  during  his  service  was  wounded. 
The  last  four  years  of  his  life  he  resided  in  Boston,  where  he  had  organized 
and  built  up  an  extensive  business.  "Force,"  says  one,  "  was  the  key-note 
of  iiis  character.     Nothing  could  daunt  him,  no  reverses  could  dishearten. 


604  A  SKETCH  OF   THE 

In  youth  ho  was  of  a  roving  disposition,  and  always  a  man  of  lesohito  will 
and  iL'stless  energy."  This  force  and  independence  of  character  —  legitimate 
inheritances  —  developed  themselves  at  a  very  early  age.  AVhen  only  six 
years  old  he  went  one  day  with  his  fatlier  to  Providence  and  tiiere  hecame 
lost.  The  father  and  hired  man,  each  supposing  him  to  be  with  the  other, 
drove  home.  The  father  at  once  started  back  to  the  city  to  search  for  him 
and  have  him  ''  cried  "  by  the  town  crier.  His  efforts  were  unsuccessful,  and 
he  was  finally  obliged  to  turn  homeward  again  without  finding  his  son,  but  he 
was  met  on  the  way  by  the  man  with  the  joyful  intelligence  that  the  boy  had 
reached  home  safely.  The  little  fellow,  on  finding  himself  lost,  still  "kept 
his  head,"  as  the  common  phrase  expresses  it,  and  tried  to  find  his  father. 
As  he  stated  it  himself,  he  '•'  inquired  for  Deacon  Thacher,  and  nobody  did  n't 
know  Deacon  Thacher."  Not  discouraged  or  frightened  he  then  inquired  the 
way  to  the  railroad  station,  knowing  that  the  railway  passed  near  his  house, 
"and  trudged  along  manfully,  till  he  reached  home."  Not  many  boys  at 
that  age  could  have  show^n  such  good  sense  or  have  had  the  courage  to  take 
a  walk  of  eleven  miles  at  nightfall. 

Mr.  Thacher's  last  illness  was  one  of  great  lengtli  and  characterized  by 
intense  suffering,  which  he  bore  with  extreme  patience  and  cheerfulness.  He 
bad  in  his  later  years  become  so  strong  an  advocate  of  temperance  that  he 
could  hardly  be  persuaded  to  take  the  necessary  stimulants  during  this  long 
sickness.  He  died  in  Boston,  July  15,  1884,  leaving  his  wife  and  one  sou  to 
survive  him.  At  his  special  request  he  was  I)uried  by  the  side  of  his  mother 
in  the  family  lot  iji  the  Old  Kirk  Yard  here. 

John  TiiACiiKii,  the  oldest  son  Ity  his  father's  second  wife,  was  liorn 
November  4,  1828.  After  the  common-school  course  in  town  hi'  attended  tlie 
famous  Phillips  Academy  at  Andover,  Mass.  After  completing  liis  studies 
there  he  taught  school  for  some  time,  l)ut  finally  took  up  the  occupation  his 
father  and  grandfather  had  foliowiMl,  and  became  a  farmer  on  the  same  old 
homestead  place,  where  he  has  always  i-esided.  lie  has  l)een  tax  collector 
for  the  town  for  many  years,  is  treasurer  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Parisli  an<l  of  the  Agricultural  Association.  Careful  ;iiid  correct  in  all 
financial  mattcis,  he  fills  these  positions  wi'U.  His  long  continuance  in 
ollices  of  this  kinil  is  the  best  proof  of  his  strict  honesty,  and  this  has  l)een 
a  striking  family  trait  for  many  generations.  He  is  not  a  stern  man.  like  his 
father,  thoil<''h  lie  is  none  the  h'ss  a  man  of  good  judgment,  able  to  form 
correct  o|)inions  and  to  express  them  eleai'ly  ami  ileeidedly  but  without 
severity;  an<l  he  is  none  the  less  a  just  man  ;in<l  perfectly  honorable  in  all 
his  dealings,  lie  is  altogetlier  an  unassuming  man.  but  equally  kind-heai  ted 
and  considerate.  lb'  is  eoiitinnally  floing  tiionghtful  <lee(ls  in  a  Uimlly,  (piiet 
way,  which  the  recipients  r»'member  pleasantly  and  gratefully.  Whatever 
work    falU   to  hi';  lot    to  do  is    well   done.      He  leaves   no  loosene<i   ends   for 
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others  to  pick  up  and  finish.     He  fills  an  important  place  in  his  community 
and  the  town,  the  place  of  a  faithful,  useful  man  and  citizen. 

In  1876  Mr.  Thacher  married  Ida  Bullock,  of  Smithfield,  Peun.  She  is  a 
descendant  of  the  famiW  of  that  name  in  Rehoboth.  They  have  two 
children  :  John  Judson  and  Carroll  Clark  Thacher.  [Mrs.  Thacher  died 
December  21,  1893.] 

TIFFANY. 

Three  brothers  of  this  name  came  to  this  country  from  I^ngland  at  a  very 
early  period,  and  five  generations  of  the  family  have  resided  in  this  town. 
The  first  to  come  here  was  James,  who  settled  on  what  is  still  known  as  the 
"Tiffany  farm."  There  have  been  three  houses  built  on  this  place  and 
occupied  by  the  family.  The  original  one  was  on  a  little  knoll  to  the 
northeast  of  the  site  of  the  last  one ;  the  second  occupied  a  position  to 
the  south  of  this;  the  third  and  last  one  was  burned  in  1875  and  had  stood 
a  huQdred  years.  Those  who  lived  at  the  old  homestead  were,  after  James, 
Ebenezer,  his  sou ;  Joseph,  his  grandson  ;  and  Joseph  Albert,  his  great- 
grandson.  A  brother  of  the  first  Joseph,  Comfort  by  name,  went  from  here 
to  Killingly,  Conn.,  and  engaged  in  the  business  of  manufacturing  cotton 
there.  His  son,  Charles  L.  Tiffany,  is  the  founder  of  the  great  house 
of  Tiffany  &  Co.,  which,  besides  its  magnificent  establishment  in  New  York, 
has  others  in  London,  Paris,  Geneva,  and  elsewhere,  and  is  probabl}'  the 
largest  house  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  Louis  C.  Tiffany,  of  New  York,  the 
artist  of  high  rank  and  extended  reputation,  is  the  son  of  Mr.  Charles  Tiffan3\ 

There  was  a  Comfort  Tiffany,  second,  a  nephew  of  the  first,  who  was  born 
here,  and  though  he  early  removed  from  town  he  was  during  his  entire  life 
a  frequent  visitor  to  his  native  place.  He  had  two  sons,  O.  H.  and  C.  C. 
Tiffany,  who  became  clergymen  of  repute,  one  in  the  Methodist,  the  other  in 
the  Episcopal  Church.  These  brothers  were  at  one  time  settled  in  the  cit}' 
of  New  York  over  churches  whose  yards  joined.  Many  of  the  members  of 
the  Tiffany  family  are  buried  in  the  little  cemetery  not  far  from  the  old 
home,  the  burial  place  lying  just  beyond  Dodgeville,  as  one  journeys 
towards  Hebron ville. 

Joseph  Albert  Tiffany,  above  mentioned,  married  Eunice  Capron  Bradfield, 
of  Smithfield.  Her  father  was  a  privateersman  and  was  at  one  time  taken 
prisoner.  He  had  his  initials  pricked  on  his  arm  while  on  board  the  "old 
Jersey  prison-ship."  Mr.  Tiffany  had  seven  children:  Julia  A.,  Mrs.  George 
W.  Bliss,  of  Rehoboth;  Charlotte  M.,  Mrs.  Lewis  L.  Read,  of  this  town; 
Ebenezer  C,  long  a  resident  of  this  town  and  vicinity,  and  now  located  at 
San  Mateo,  Fla.  ;  J.  Osmond ;  VV^illiam  H.,  who  married  Lydia,  oldest 
daughter  of  Zenas  B.  Carpenter,  of  this  town,  and  who  resides  here ; 
Frances  P.,  who  married  Erastus  Jacobs,  of  Dudley,  and  now  resides  in 
Providence ;  and  Laura  B.  Tiffany.  [Mr.  Ebenezer  Tiffany  died  in  Boston 
recently.] 
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Joseph  Osmond  Tiffany  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  (as  were  all  his 
family)  on  Jannarj'  23,  1835.  After  lioing  to  the  public,  then  called  the 
district,  schools  of  his  vicinitv  he  attended  the  Attleborough  Academy,  then 
under  the  charge  of  Mr.  James  H.  Bailey.  He  was  there  prepared  for 
college,  and  he  entered  Amherst,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1859.  After 
his  return  home  he  soon  commenced  teaching.  His  first  school  was  iu 
Mansfield,  where  he  remained  one  winter.  Sul)se(ineMtly  he  taught  at  East 
Attleborough  in  the  academy,  where  he  had  previously  received  instruction. 
At  that  time  the  school  properly  embraced  two  districts,  the  pupils  from 
which  had  free  attendance,  but  those  who  came  from  other  parts  of  the 
town  or  from  out  of  town  paid  for  their  tuition.  Mr.  Tiffany's  next  position 
was  as  a  teacher  in  the  grammar  school  at  North  Attleborough,  where  he  had 
one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  scholars  and  but  one  assistant.  Happily  school 
committees  have  ^learned  that  the  mental  and  physical  organization  of 
school  teachers  is  much  like  that  of  ordinary  people  and  has  its  limit 
of  endurance,  and  that  arrangements  like  the  one  in  question  are  unprofitable, 
because  a  teacher  can  do  justice  neither  to  his  pupils  nor  to  himself  if  he 
has  charge  of  so  large  a  number.  Before  he  gave  up  his  vocation  of  teaching 
permanently  Mr.  Tiffany  saw  many  great  strides  taken  here  iu  town  in  the 
wav  of  improvements  upon  the  old  s^'stem  under  which  he  began.  Following 
his  experience  at  North  Attleborough  he  taught  for  a  year  at  the  academy  in 
Kichmond.  Maine.  Then  he  returned  home  and  entered  l)usiness.  This  was 
not  particularly  agreeable  to  him  nor  did  it  prove  especially  profitable,  so  it 
was  relinquished  after  a  few  years. 

In  1872  he  became  principal  of  the  East  High  School  and  retained  the 
position  for  twelve  years,  when  he  resigned  it.  This  action  was  greatly  to 
the  regret  of  his  pupils  and  to  that  of  the  conniiunity  at  large.  Mr.  Tiffany 
is  a  man  well  fitted  l)y  character  and  acquirements  for  the  office  of  an 
instructor.  Versed  in  both  classical  and  general  lore,  he  is  capable  ()f  giving 
instruction  in  tlic  hiLiiifst  l)ranche8.  He  has  the  faculty,  which  is  l)y  no 
means  too  common,  of  inipaiting  knowledge  intelligently,  in  clear,  concise 
terms,  and  he  has  also  that  important  requisite  —  a  taste  for  such  work. 
These  characteristics  made  him  a  successful  teacher,  lie  had  tlie  right  idea 
of  placing  pupils  ui)on  their  honor  and  of  making  them  do  all  the  work 
possible  as  the  only  nieans  of  real  development,  though  he  ncvei'  withiu'ld 
needed  assistance.  An  experience  related  })y  one  of  his  Iligli  School  grad- 
uates iiere  will  illustrate  his  method.  A  task  was  K«'t  to  a  certain  class 
<luring  its  graduating  year,  wliicii  seemed  to  the  members  to  present  unusual 
dilliciilties.  However,  tlu'V  went  to  work,  studied  hard,  and  fried  to  do  their 
best;  liut  they  had  many  discouragementM,  and,  wli:it  was  hardest  of  all, 
they  felt  uncertain  as  to  whether  they  were  doing  well  in  the  eyes  of  their 
teacher.  Finally  the  obstacles  were  overcome  and  the  task  comph'tcci. 
Then   the    teacher   warmly  conimentled    their   etTorfs,   praisetl   the    manner  in 
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which  the}^  had  worked  and  the  quality  of  the  work  they  had  accomplished, 
told  them  he  had  been  watching  their  progress  with  pleasure  and  satisfaction, 
and  gave  them  credit  for  a  greater  degree  of  success  than  he  had  expected. 
The  surprise  and  pleasure  thus  given  to  the  class  were  sufficient  to  "more 
than  make  up  for  all  the  trials,  and  disappointments,  and  hard  work." 
Another  scholar  said:  "Mr.  Tiffany  rarely  praised  us,  but  when  he  did 
we  felt  we  deserved  it,  and  were  more  than  compensated  for  all  the 
discouragements  and  criticisms  that  had  come  to  us  before." 

While  a  student  himself  Mr.  Tiffany  was  always  particularly  interested  in 
astronomy,  chemistry,  and  studies  of  a  similar  nature,  and  has  during  his 
life  kept  up  a  special  interest  in  them.  Some  time  since  he  purchased  a  six- 
inch  telescope,  and  this  has  given  his  pupils  great  pleasure  and  been  profitable 
to  them  as  well.  He  has  also  at  times  given  lectures,  using  his  telescope  in 
the  wav  of  illustration.  Since  resigning  his  position  as  principal  of  the  High 
School  in  the  sjn-ing  of  1884,  he  has  not  been  engaged  in  any  special 
occupation.  On  December  .5,  186.5,  he  married  Caroline  French,  of  this 
town.  They  have  no  children.  [He  is  at  present  superintendent  of  schools 
in  Attleborough.] 

WALES. 

General  Nathaniel  Wales,  of  England,  was  the  paternal  ancestor  of  this 
family.  His  son  Nathaniel  came  to  this  countrj'  in  1635  with  Richard 
Mather.  The  progenitor  on  the  maternal  side  was  Thomas  Thacher,  rector 
of  St.  Edmund's  Church  in  Salisbury,  England,  w'ho  also  emigrated  in  1635 
and  later  became  pastor  of  the  Old  South  Church  in  Boston.  Nathaniel 
Wales  died  in  Boston,  May  20,  1665.  He  had  a  son  Nathaniel,  who  was  a 
general.  Rev.  Atherton  Wales  was  the  son  of  General  Nathaniel,  and  his 
fifteenth  child.  He  was  born  March  8,  1704.  He  graduated  at  Harvard 
College  in  1726  and  became  pastor  of  the  Second  Church  at  Marshfield.  He 
died  in  1795.  He  was  married  three  times:  first,  to  Mary,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Samuel  Niles ;  and,  second,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Rev.  Peter  Thacher, 
of  Milton,  son  of  the  pastor  of  the  Old  South  Church.  (The  name  of 
the  third  wife  is  unknown  to  the  autlior.)  General  Atherton  Wales  was 
theii"  son. 

Deacon  Atherton  Wales  was  the  son  of  General  Atherton  and  w^as  born 
in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  May  24,  1806.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  but 
seven  years  old,  and  his  father  when  he  was  but  fourteen.  When  he  was 
sixteen  he  left  home  and  bound  himself  as  an  apprentice  to  Mr.  James 
Shaw,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  to  learn  blacksmithing.  He  served  his  time  for 
three  years,  until  he  was  twenty-one,  and  then  went  to  Pawtucket,  then  in 
Massachusetts,  where  he  worked  a  year  for  William  Fisher  at  horseshoeing. 
In  1828  he  removed  to  this  town.     He  was  then  twenty-two  years  of  age. 

In  1830  he  married  Louisa  R.  Tvler,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Abijah  W.  Tyler, 
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hv  whom  he  had  four  sons  and  two  daughtiTs.  One  child  was  unnamed  ;  the 
others  were  :  Elizabeth  Francis,  deceased  ;  Heury  Atherton  ;  Abijah  Tyler  ; 
Louisa  Tyler,  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Nye,  deceased  ;  and  Charles  Nelson,  deceased. 
Subsequently  he  was  married  three  times,  but  never  had  other  children. 

In  1832  he  became  a  member  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church  and 
vras  chosen  one  of  its  deacons  November  3,  1848.  During  the  year  1836-37 
Mr.  Wales  resided  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  for  about  eight  months.  With  that 
exception  he  has  lived  in  this  town  since  he  first  settled  here.  He  died  at  his 
home  on  County  Street,  where  he  had  resided  for  forty-seven  years,  on  August 
2,  1888. 

One  writing  at  the  time  of  his  death  says:  "For  forty  years  connected 
with  the  second  Congregational  church  as  one  of  its  Deacons,  no  one  was 
better  known  in  all  its  services  ;  and  though  some  time  has  transpired  since 
he  has  been  missed  from  its  active  duties,  since  his  voice  has  been  heard  iu 
prayer  or  praise,  many  have  recalled  the  force  of  his  words  and  that  he  was 
ever  steadfast  in  all  times  of  trial  in  his  duty  to  its  best  interests.  Though 
he  might  not  rashly  put  out  his  hand  and  '  touch  the  Ark '  he  walked  beside 
it  in  his  own  integrity  of  purpose,  firm  and  imdaunted.  He  was  well  versed 
in  the  Scriptures  which  gave  him  great  power  as  an  instructor  in  the  Sabbath- 
school,  where  he  had  a  large  class  for  successive  years.  He  was  a  man  of 
marked  individuality  of  ciiaracter,  of  methodical  habits  in  his  hcmie  and  busi- 
ness, a  kind  husband  and  good  father.  He  was  not  afraid  to  stand  alone 
when  in  the  right,  as  was  evinced  by  his  being  one  of  six  who  cast  the  first 
Abolition  votes  in  this  town."  He  attended  to  all  the  obligations  of  life  with 
fidelity.  He  was  honest  and  upright  in  all  things.  He  was  decided  and  firm, 
but  tolerant;  outspoken,  but  not  dictatorial.  For  more  than  a  generation  lie 
performed  the  duties  of  his  deacon's  office.  His  judgment  in  clniii-h  affairs 
was  deemed  wise  and  his  advice  prudent  to  follow\  He  was  often  the  pecu- 
liar reliance  of  both  pastors  and  ollicers  of  the  cluirch  ;  as  it  has  been  exi)ressod, 
'•Often  during  times  of  lr<)ul)lc,  Dcat-on  Wales  lias  been  the  I'mlder  and 
dependence." 

'"Bv  reason  of  strengtii  "  lie  attained  to  and  passed  the  pi'iiod  of  fourseore 
years.  lie  lived  long,  he  laliored  iiard,  but  ever  with  contentment  <if  spirit. 
He  ended  liis  active  life  in  tlie  occupation  witli  wliicli  lie  began  it,  satisfied 
with  tiie  moderate  compensations  of  liis  liard,  but  honest  daily  toil.  He 
never  desired  to  change  or  enlarge  the  sphciH-  iu  whidi  he  was  placed,  but  he 
desired  to  do  liis  duty  "in  the  I'eai-  of  (Jod."  In  stiiviug  to  gain  the 
aiiproval  of  his  Maker,  Iu;  gained  wliat  all  desire,  the  approval  of  liis  fellow- 
men.  His  example  is  worthy  of  imitaliou,  and  liis  deutli  was  the  pcMcefiil 
termination  of  a  iiseful  life. 

IIknhv  A.  \Vai.k>  was  b.n-ii  in  this  town,  at  the  Falls.  April  IC,  I.s32. 
Wheti  the  father  first  came  to  town,  lie  worked  at  iiis  trade  in  a  shop  at 
"  Blackintoiiville."   later  going   lo   the    I''alls.    where  several    of    his   children 
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were  born.  After  residing  there  for  some  years,  lie  removed  to  Providence, 
where  he  remained  for  some  months,  and  then  returned  permanently  to  this 
town.  "With  the  exception  of  this  short  period  during  his  very  early  childhood, 
and  of  about  a  year's  time  during  1850-51,  when  he  was  again  in  Providence 
learning  the  watchmaker's  trade,  Henry  lived  here  up  to  the  time  he  was 
twenty -seven  years  old.  He  received  the  preparatory  education  necessary  to 
fit  him  for  college  in  the  academies  of  the  town,  but  his  health  did  not  per- 
mit him  to  enter  upon  such  a  course  of  study.  In  1852  he  entered  the  Nor- 
mal School  at  Bridgewater,  but  again  his  health  interfered  with  his  wishes, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  leave  before  completing  the  prescribed  course.  He 
was  a  boy  and  youth  of  unusual  talent  in  many  directions.  He  was  clever 
at  his  books  and  a  remarkably  good  reader  and  speaker,  in  every  way  adapted 
to  thoroughly  appreciate  and  enjoy  the  pleasures  and  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  an  extended  course  of  study. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  be  commenced  teaching  and  has  continued  that 
vocation  in  various  departments  ever  since.  He  was  principal  of  the  Black- 
stone  schools  in  1859  and  of  those  in  Central  Falls  in  1863.  Having 
decided  to  enter  the  ministry,  he  began  about  that  time  to  make  special  prepa- 
rations for  the  work  and  in  1865  entered  "  the  old  East  Windsor  Hill 
Theological  Seminary  at  Hartford,  Conn.,"  and  in  the  autumn  of  the  follow- 
ing year,  1866,  "  was  ordained  at  and  installed  over  the  Elm  wood  Congrega- 
tional Church,  (now  Providence.)"  He  remained  there  five  years  and  then 
resigned.  In  1868  he  was  professor  of  elocution  in  the  well-known  Mowry 
and  Goff  School  in  Providence.  In  1871  he  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  where  he  continued  three  years, 
resigning  in  1874.  During  the  same  year  he  was  settled  over  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Leominster,  Mass.,  where  he  also  continued  three  years, 
and  then  withdrew  from  the  pastorate  because  of  some  changes  in  his  belief 
with  regard  to  the  orthodox  creed. 

During  1877  he  removed  to  Cambridge  and  lived  there  for  a  year  without 
any  pastoral  charge,  and  in  1878  he  commenced  to  preach  for  the  Universal- 
ist  Society  in  Biddeford,  Me.  In  1879  he  was  there  elected  a  member  of  the 
State  Legislature.  Having  still  further  modified  or  changed  some  of  his 
religious  views,  he  began  in  1880  to  preach  in  Biddeford  as  an  Independent 
preacher.  This  course  he  pursued  for  four  years,  and  then  went  to  Big 
Rapids,  Mich.,  where  he  became  preacher  to  the  Unitarian  Society  in  that 
place.  Still  again  ill  health  compelled  a  relinquishment  of  work  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  and  in  1888  he  resigned  this  charge,  thus  far  his  last  ministerial 
one.     Since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  literary  work. 

Since  he  was  a  young  man  Mr.  Wales  has  been  more  or  less  occupied  with 
literary,  journalistic,  and  editorial  work  of  various  kinds.  He  was  at  one 
time  professor  of  belles-lettres  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  while  holding  a  position 
in  D.  Appleton  &  Co.'s  office  there,  and  during  that  time  he  edited  Appleton's 
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"Cyclopedia  of  Biography."  He  was  a  special  writer  for  the  Big  Rapids 
Daily  Pioneer  while  he  resided  in  that  city,  and  now,  having  retnrned  to  his 
former  place  of  residence  in  Maine,  he  is  special  writer  for  the  Biddeford 
Daily  Journal.  This  brief  statement  of  facts  shows  that  his  life  has  been 
one  of  frequent  changes.  ISIany  of  them  were  no  doubt  forced  upon  him  by 
the  state  of  his  health,  which  often  obliged  him  to  give  np  some  interesting 
and  absorbing  work  or  relinquish  some  cherished  purpose.  The  facts  show 
that  he  yielded  to  these  physical  mandates  only  so  far  as  urgent  necessity 
compelled  him  to  do,  by  making  some  alteration  in  his  manner  of  work,  but 
he  never  allowed  himself  to  be  conquered  for  any  length  of  time  by  physical 
ills,  no  matter  how  severe.  The  facts  show  too  that  the  promise  of  his  youth 
has  been  in  great  measure  fulfilled,  and  that  his  talents,  which  are  of  "  no  mean 
order,"  have  been  recognized,  for  they  have  caused  him  to  be  placed  in  honor- 
able positions.  Brought  up,  as  so  many  New  England  boys  of  his  day  were,  in 
the  strictest  requirements  of  a  rigid  orthodoxy,  he,  like  many  others  who 
chafed  under  the  same  exacting  rule,  in  later  years  has  radically  changed  his 
views  upon  various  points,  accepting  doctrines  broader  and  freer  than  any 
the  fathers  knew  ;  and,  unlike  many,  he  iuis  not  been  afraid  to  frankly  acknowl- 
edge these  changes  of   belief,  but  has  ever  had   the  courage  of  his  opinions. 

[In  18.57  Mr.  Wales  was  niarrieil  in  :Milfonl,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Harriet  J.ouisa  Williams,  of  this 
towu.  They  have  had  four  ehildreii :  Henry  A.,  l)oni  in  185S.  and  dieil  at  the  aire  of  four  and 
a  half  years ;  Genevieve,  born  in  1800,  married  in  18S1  to  Erwin  S.  Gowen,  of  Biddeford.  Maine, 
and  has  two  sons;  Harry  B..born  in  ls(;.i,  married  in  1892  to  Miss  Henrietta  Pitt,  of  Muskeiron» 
Mich.;  and  Jessie  Atherton,  born  in  18(;7.  married  in  18s7  to  Charles  Myron  Wiseman,  of  Big 
Rapids,  and  has  one  daughter,  born  in  18!)1. 

In  adding  to  a  sket(;h  previously  prepared  of  Mr.  Wales  it  is  very  pleasant  to  record  the  fact 
that  he  has  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  committee!  in  charge  to  be  the  orator  of  the  Bi-Ceu- 
tennial  celebration  of  October.  1894,  both  because  he  is  a  native  of  the  town  and  hrraiNc  lie 
i>  well  fitted  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  position.] 

Aiu.iAii  T.  Walks,  the  next  younger  son  of  Deacon  Wales,  was  l)orii  at  the 
Falls  June  21,  1833.  He  had  no  advantages  in  the  way  of  a  school  tdiu'a- 
tion  beyond  those  afforded  by  the  town,  and  of  those  he  could  avail  himself 
only  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time  lie  entered  his  father's 
shop  to  learn  tiie  trade  of  :i  Iihu-ksmitii.  the  lr:idc  wliicli  he  madi'  his  Itusi- 
ness  and  followed  for  about  thirty  years.  All  that  he  li:is  altaini'd  l)eyond 
the  scanty  book  learniug  the  few  short  years  of  his  school  life  alTorded  has 
been  the  result  of  liis  own  exertions  and  gained  by  inti'lligent  reading,  by 
Cf>ntact  with  men,  and  by  parlicipalion  in  public  ;itTairs.  He  evinced  a  genu- 
ine interest  in  public  ami  political  affairs  before  he  reached  the  age  of 
eighteen,  "and  by  ardently  urging  the  claims  and  arguments  of  the  Anti 
Slavery  and  Free  Soil  parties  during  the  years  Iiefween  l.s.")()  and  IsHd  lie  was 
regarded  as  a  radical  by  both  old  parlies,  and  on  the  Itiith  of  thi'  l\epiil>lican 
Party  became  one  of  the  foremost  of  its  supporters  in  the  town."  Since 
that  earlv  period  he  has  frecpiently  been  called  upon   to  take  proiiiiiieiit  place* 
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for  his  party  in  its  conduct  of  local  political  concerns.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  he  ' '  was  elected  by  the  republicans  of  Attleboro'  to  represent  them 
in  the  State  convention  at  Worcester,"  and  that  year,  1856,  he  cast  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont. 

He  enlisted  on  August  9,  18(52,  as  a  private  in  Company  H,  Fortieth  Regi- 
ment Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry,  declining  to  accept  a  commission 
which  was  proffered  him.  He  was  immediately  detailed  on  recruiting  service 
by  Adjutant-General  Schouler,  his  duty  being  to  raise  recruits  in  this  town 
and  vicinity.  Having  performed  this  service  according  to  orders,  he  joined 
his  regiment  in  Virginia  about  the  middle  of  November  following.  On  the 
twenty-fourth  of  December,  the  same  year,  at  the  request  of  Governor 
Andrew  he  was  transferred  by  special  order  of  the  War  Department  to  the 
Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry.  He  served  in  that  regiment  until  his  term 
expired  by  reason  of  a  general  order  of  the  War  Department,  which  dis- 
charged at  a  certain  time  all  soldiers  who  enlisted  previous  to  October  1, 
1862.  The  last  year  of  his  service  in  the  army  he  was  farrier  in  charge  at 
Cavalry  Reserve  Brigade  Headquarters  in  the  cavalry  corps  of  Sheridan's 
command  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  He  was  discharged  from  this  position 
ta  Clouds  Mills,  Va.,  June  22,  186.5,  and  returned  home. 

Within  thi'ee  months  of  that  time  he  decided  to  locate  in  Middleborough, 
this  State,  and  carry  on  his  farmer  business  there.  He  made  the  necessar}' 
preparations  and  removed  with  his  family  to  that  place  in  September,  1865. 
He  not  only  took  up  his  former  occupation,  but  resumed  his  former  interest 
in  political  and  general  matters  as  well,  and  while  a  resident  of  Middlebor- 
ough he  was  actively  engaged  in  its  public  affairs.  He  organized  the  Grand 
Army  post  in  that  town,  the  eighth  organized  in  the  State.  He  was  elected 
its  first  commander  and  subsequently  reelected  during  three  successive  years. 

In  September,  1872,  Mr.  Wales  returned  to  this  town,  conducting  his  busi- 
ness at  his  father's  old  shop  on  Couuty  Street  in  the  East  village  and  resid- 
ing with  him  in  the  old  home.  This  he  continued  to  do  for  sixteen  years, 
caring  for  his  father  during  a  long  period  of  constantlj^  increasing  infirmitj'' 
of  both  body  and  mind.  He  still  resides  there,  but  no  longer  conducts  the 
business.  In  1873  he  was  elected  to  the  board  of  selectmen,  assessors,  and 
overseers  of  the  poor,  and  in  1874  was  chosen  commander  of  William  A. 
Streeter  Post.  He  very  soon  again  became  prominent  in  the  political  con- 
cerns of  the  town,  and  held  among  other  positions  that  of  chairman  of  the 
Republican  Town  Committee.  He  was  "  elected  from  the  1st  Bristol 
Representative  Dist,  as  a  member  of  the  State  Legislatm-e  in  1878." 

In  1881  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Attleborough.  He  took  charge 
of  the  office  on  June  7  of  that  year,  and  after  the  death  of  President 
Garfield  he  was  recommissioned  by  President  Arthm-.  This  commission  Avas 
dated  for  four  years  from  October  14,  1881,  but  Mr.  Wales  continued  to  hold 
the  office  for   some  time  after  its  expiration.     He  gave  possession   to  his 
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successor,  appointed  by  President  Clevehuul  on  June  18,  188(3.  This  iippoint- 
ment  was  the  natural  consequence  of  a  change  in  the  party  in  power  and 
was  not  hastened  by  any  expressions  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
"Wales'  political  opponents  in  town.  He  performed  the  duties  of  postmaster 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  citizens  generally.  In  1886  lie  was  one  of  the 
town  assessors  and  in  1887  again  a  representative  to  the  State  Legislature. 
[He  was  "  re-elected  in  1889  and  1890  ;  during  each  of  these  years  serving 
on  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  House,  and  the  latter  year  as  Cliairnian  of 
that  committee."] 

"•  During  his  service  in  the  legislature  he  became  somewhat  conspicuous 
by  his  determined  efforts  for  the  division  of  the  town."  He  deemed  that  the 
true  welfare  of  the  two  sections  would  be  augmented  and  their  l)est  inter- 
ests promoted  by  a  separation,  and  he  therefore  advocated  that  course.  He 
has  been  active  in  public  life  for  many  years  and  has  served  well  in  those 
positions  of  responsibility  which  he  has  been  called  upon  to  occupy  by  his 
townsmen  and  others.  He  is  a  man  who  forms  positive  opinions  upon 
all  points,  and  he  expresses  the  same  decidedly  and  publicly  if  occasion 
demands.  In  these  respects  he  is  like  many  who  are  by  nature  inclined  to 
be  stronoflv  partisan  and  somewhat  radical  in  their  beliefs,  but  unlike  many 
he  reco^uizes  the  fact  that  others  possess  the  same  rights  of  opinion  he 
claims  for  himself,  and  does  not  condemn  as  totally  wrong  those  who  differ 
with  him.  He  has  proved  himself  worth}'  of  high  positions,  and  his  many 
friends  can  but  wish  him  a  long  continuance  in  an  honorable  public  career 
and  act  their  part  toward  giving  him  the  due  reward  of  still  higher  degrees 
of  success. 

Mr.  Wales  early  evinced  a  talent  for  reading  and  speaking  and  from  the 
time  of  his  youth  up  has  continued  to  exercise  that  talent  in  a  more  or  less 
public  way.  He  and  his  brother  both  possessed  considerable  dramatic 
ability,  and  pleasant  occasions,  now  a  quarter  of  a  century  gone,  of  a  social 
or  literary  nature,  when  this  was  exhibited,  will  he  recalled  by  many  in  town 
and  elsewhere  at  this  day.  He  has  delivered  one  of  the  Memorial  Day 
orations  at  Attlel)orough  and  similar  addresses  in  other  places.  While  a 
resident  of  Middleborough.  in  l.sCi'.l,  upon  the  occurrence  of  the  two  hun- 
dredth'anniversary  of  its  incoi'i»oration  as  a  town,  at  the  public  bau(iuet  of 
the  celeliration  he  was  cMlled  upon  to  res|»ond  to  the  toast  of  the  "  (iraud 
Army,"  especiiillv  :i  coinpnineiit  :is  he  was  not  a  soldier  of   liie  town. 

[In  N'ovciiilii-r,  IsoO,  Mr.  \Valr>  iii;iri-iri|  .liorpliinc,  il.iiiu'lilcr  of  H<l\v:iiil  i;ii'li:iri|s.  ni'  tlii^ 
town.  They  liiul  two  suii^,  l)<)lli  roiilciil  lierc  I'Mwanl  AthcrtDii  \vii>  lioiii  in  Scpicinlicr, 
1857.  niiirric'fl  in  Aslifioi"!.  this  Slsitc,  in  Octolier,  ISiK),  to  Miss  Klizn  Howes,  of  thiit  pliicc.  iuid 
han  two  diiltln-n,  ii  boy  and  iij;irl;  Louis  was  liorn  in  April,  is.">!).  ami  was  married  in  Decem- 
ber, 1  hH'J,  to  Mrs.  Aliee  Sliepard,  of  Wrenlliam,  formerly  Alii-e  Ilodf^es,  of  tintt  town.  Mrs. 
WuleH  dieil  in  IWMi.  In  Deeemlier.  IsTl,  Mr.  Wales  married  Aliee,  a  dan^fhter  of  I'alenion 
(apron  ^Vilmartll,  of  tins  town.  In  1S!»0  he  "  was  appointed  by  the  l".  S.  Census  Connnin- 
sioner  as'Sjwclal  Assent  to  rolled  the  Siatistio  of  Mannfartnri'  in  tliis  town  and  in  live  towns 
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of  Plymouth  County,"  and  iu  1891  he  was  appointed  "  General  Dep.  Coll.  U.  S.  Internal 
Revenue,"  and  "  assigned  to  duty  under  the  Revenue  Agent  for  New  England  States."  He 
has  served  in  that  position  up  to  the  present  time  (1894). 

WHITING. 

The  records  trace  this  family  back  to  1333,  when  one  "William  "Whvtyng," 
of  Boston,  England,  "was  taxed  as  a  citizen."  They  show  one  John  Whit- 
ing to  have  been  mayor  of  that  borough  in  1600  and  again  in  1608,  and  vice- 
admiral  of  Lincolnshire  in  1602.  Samuel,  the  son  of  this  John,  was  at  first 
a  clergyman  of  the  Established  Church,  but  later  became  a  nonconformist. 
This  being  reported  to  his  Bishop  and  complained  of,  he  decided  it  would  be 
best  for  him  to  come  to  this  country.  He  emigrated  in  1636  and  settled  in 
Lynn,  this  State.  About  the  same  time  one  Nathaniel  Whiting  came  from 
Boxford,  Suffolk  County,  England,  and  settled  in  Dedham.  These  two  were 
doubtless  relatives,  and  from  them  most  of  the  families  of  their  name  are 
descended. 

Nathaniel  was  in  1635  one  of  the  sixty-eight  proprietors  of  Contentment^ 
afterwards  Dedham.  In  1641  he  bought  a  watermill  "and  all  lands,  privi- 
leges, and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging."  For  over  two  hundred  years 
there  have  been  saw  and  grist  mills  on  this  site  owned  and  operated  by 
Whitings.  Many  of  the  family  were  agriculturists,  and  for  generations  some 
of  the  best  lands  in  Dedham  have  been  in  their  possession.  Various  members 
of  the  family  have  held  public  office  in  that  town  and  always  for  man}'  suc- 
cessive years.  Nathaniel  the  first,  in  1643,  married  Hannah  Dwight,  of  that 
place.  Her  family  was  then  as  now  of  much  repute.  The  old  church  records 
of  Dedham  make  special  mention  of  a  Captain  Timothy  Dwight  as  "a  pro- 
moter of  the  true  interests  of  the  church  and  town."  His  son  Timothy  was 
for  many  years  the  honored  president  of  Yale  College,  and  another  Timothy 
Dwight,  his  great-grandson,  holds  the  same  high  office  in  Yale  University  and 
is  loved  and  honored  as  his  grandfather  was  before  him. 

A  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Hannah  Dwight  Whiting  was  Samuel,  who  married 
and  lived  in  Dedham.  His  oldest  son  was  David,  who  also  married  there, 
but  soon  after,  in  1733  or  1734,  came  to  this  town.  He  purchased  a  farm 
with  considerable  woodland,  which  remained  until  recently  in  the  possession 
of  the  family.  David  the  first,  of  this  town,  married  Mary  Fuller.  Their 
second  son,  named  David,  was  born  here  February  22,  1735.  He  married 
Hannah,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Mary  Wallcott,  of  this  town,  and  they  had 
seven  children.  Of  these  Lemuel  was  fifth  child  and  fourth  son.  He  was 
born  December  12,  1775.  On  July  2,  1811,  he  married  Nancy,  the  daughter 
of  Oliver  and  Polly  Daggett  Blackinton.  Captain  Lemuel  Whiting  "was 
a  farmer,  and  an  industrious,  hard-working  man."  He  paid  particular  atten- 
tion to  his  cattle  and  took  great  pride  in  their  fine  appearance  and  superior 
qualities.  He  kept  quite  a  number  of  oxen  for  the  outside  work  in  which  he 
engaged,    that  of   moving    buildings.     He    died    September   30,   1823.     His 
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■wife  survived  hiin  nearly  half  a  century  and  died  in  October,  1868.  They 
had  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daujj;liters.  of  whom  the  subject  of  the 
following  sketch  is  the  only  survivor. 

"William  Dean  Whiting  was  born  December  23,  181o.  He  was  the  third 
child,  but  oldest  son,  in  his  family.  His  father  died  when  he  was  not  quite 
eio-ht  years  old,  and  the  mother  was  left  with  tlie  entire  charge  of  her  family 
of  small  children  and  with  very  limited  means.  Like  many  a  New  England 
mother  in  similar  circumstances,  she  accepted  the  situation  l)ravely  and  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  them  up  well.  William  was  ol)liged  to  begin  supporting 
himself  at  a  very  early  age,  and  when  only  eight  years  old  he  worked  for  his 
uiicle,  Artemas  Stanley.  For  his  board  he  did  the  numberless  "chores" 
Yankee  boys  on  farms  were  then  expected  to  do.  These  tasks  were  by  no 
means  small  or  easy,  and  boys  were  far  more  useful  than  they  had  the  credit 
of  being.  He  was  with  his  uncle  for  a  year,  then  he  worked  for  a  Mr. 
Whittemore,  a  farmer,  for  two  years  in  the  same  way.  Then  he  went  home 
and  for  two  years  more  worked  by  the  day  vviien  he  could  find  work  to  do, 
his  wages  being  twenty-five  cents  a  day.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was 
apprenticed  to  Draper  &  Tiflft  "to  learn  their  trade,  and  for  six  years  lie 
steadily  applied  himself  to  thoroughly  master  it.  Mr.  Tifft,  his  uncle  by 
marriao-e,  pleased  with  his  attention  to  their  interests,  took  especial  pains  with 
him,  and  he  became  very  proficient  in  all  departments."  Having  learned  his 
trade  properly,  the  firm  gave  him  the  position  of  journeyman.  At  the  end 
of  a  year  "  dull  times  came  on,  and  work  was  scarce,"  so  he  sought  employ- 
ment elsewhere  and  worked  for  R.  &  W.  Robinson  for  a  while  and  later  for 
Draper  &  Blackinton,  for  the  former  firm  "chasing  gilt  buttons"  and  for 
the  latter  "  chasing  gilt  jewelry." 

He  had  already  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  gained  "  such  a  re[)ut:ition  for 
skill,  steadiness,  and  reliability,"  that  Mr.  H.  M.  Richards  offered  him  the 
position  of  foreman  in  his  shoj),  tiie  first  where  jewelry  was  manufactiueil  in 
East  Altlebor(jugli.  Soon  afti-r  this  Mr.  Ricliards  took  his  business  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  Mr.  Whiting  took  charge  of  removing  the  macliincry  and  setting 
it  up  in  its  new  location  and  remained  liieri'  as  superintendent.  He  retaineil 
this  position  two  years  willi  Mr.  Ricliards  and  liis  successor.  Mr.  (Jarrett, 
and  tiieii  lie  began  Imsim-ss  in  a  small  way  on  his  own  account,  making 
chietiv  hearts  and  crosses.  This  was  a  time  of  extreme  linancial  depression, 
little  work  was  done,  and  that  little  was  poorly  i)aid,  so  after  a  few  months 
of  business  for  himself  Mr.  Whiting  decided  to  go  to  St.  Louis  and  try  to 
im|)rove  his  fortunes  in  the  W(!st.  .Inst  at  this  juncture,  however,  hi'  received 
a  proposition  from  an  old  ac(|uaintance,  .Vlbert  C  TilTt,  to  return  to  this 
town  and  enter  into  partnership  with  him  in  the  manufacture  of  jewelry,  .^^r. 
John  Tiflft,  of  Diaper  &  TilTt,  having  promised  to  become  the  linancial 
security  of  the  i)ropoHed  (inn. 

So  far  Mr.  Whiting  had  not  been  siiccessfiil  in  the  mere  making  of   money, 
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"but  the  value  of  faitliful  working  and  systematic  economy  had  been  so 
strongly  impressed  upon  his  nature  as  to  affect  his  whole  subsequent  life." 
He  relinquished  his  Western  plan  "after  careful  thought  and  mature  delib- 
eration "  and  accepted  Mr.  Tifft's  proposition,  and  this  was  without  doubt 
the  turning-point  in  his  life.  In  1840,  and  in  this  way,  the  famous  firm  of 
Tifft  &  Whiting  was  formed,  with  these  two  ambitious  and  "  honest  young 
men  "  as  partners.  They  had  "  a  joint  cash  capital  of  five  hundred  dollars," 
a  small  foundation,  but  by  diligence,  caution,  and  good  management  they 
built  upon  it  a  noble  structure  of  well-secured  success.  At  the  very  begin- 
ning only  two  workmen  were  employed,  but  this  number  was  soon  increased, 
and  Mr.  Whiting  superintended  the  work  in  the  shop.  At  first  Mr.  John 
Tifft  sold  the  firm's  goods,  but  later  Mr.  A.  C.  Tifft  undertook  the  charge 
of  the  sales  in  New  York,  and  Mr.  Whiting  assumed  those  in  New  England. 
They  conducted  their  business  strictly  on  cash  principles  and  would  not  run 
in  debt.  They  received  financial  aid  from  Mr.  Tifft  only  once.  Upon  one 
occasion  he  had  a  note  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  discounted  at  the 
Wreutham  bank,  and  the  firm  promptly  paid  it  when  it  fell  due.  The  busi- 
ness increased  rapidly,  and  a  new  building  was  needed,  and  before  long 
another  and  a  larger  one.  This  last  one  was  a  portion  of  the  Whiting  Manu- 
facturing Company's  building,  the  erection  of  which  was  personally  super- 
intended by  Mr.  Whiting  himself.  It  is  on  the  site  of  the  old  Beaver  Dam 
cotton  mill,  which  site  with  its  privilege  this  firm  had  purchased. 

The  firm  continued  in  its  new  building  unchanged,  but  with  constant^ 
increasing  business  until  January  1,  1853,  when  Mr.  Tifft,  "satisfied  with 
the  fortune  he  had  amassed,"  retired,  and  Mr.  Whiting  bought  his  interest. 
He  continued  in  his  own  name,  and  later  as  AV.  D.  Whiting  &  Co.,  with 
unabated  success,  and  the  final  result  was  the  establishment  of  the  Whiting 
Manufacturing  Company,  "one  of  the  largest  in  the  country,"  and  jewelry 
was  relinquished,  silver  becoming  its  only  article  of  production.  In  1875  the 
company's  works  were  burned  and  it  was  decided  to  remove  the  manufactory 
to  New  York  City.  Mr.  Whiting  took  up  his  residence  there  for  a  time  in 
order  to  attend  personally  to  the  resetting  of  the  machinery  in  the  new  shop 
and  to  superintend  its  operation.  He  remained  five  years  and  then  returned 
to  North  Attleborough. 

With  this  exception  "Mr.  Whiting  has  all  his  life  resided  in  his  native 
town,  and,  known  of  all  men,  is  universally  esteemed  for  his  sterling  worth, 
honesty  of  dealiug,  integrity,  modesty,  and  unostentation."  He  began  at 
the  bottom,  "  he  has  stood  on  every  round  of  Fortune's  ladder,  and  in  his 
old  age  he  can  enjoy  the  wealth  he  has  accumulated,  and  looking  back,  he  can 
say  with  pride  that  not  one  single  dollar  has  been  acquired  unjustly.  He  is 
one  of  the  best  types  of  a  self-made  man  ;  has  started  many  '  boys  '  on  the 
same  road  he  has  trod,  first,  by  taking  them  as  apprentices  ;  secondly,  by  his 
kind  and  fatherly  advice  giving  them  more  valuable  aid  than  that  of  money ; 
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and  toilav  many  of  tlioni  lioUl  a  loyal  fricMulship  for  the  kind  old  friend 
whom  they  reverence  almost  as  a  father.  His  success  is  the  result  of  steady 
industry,  careful  economy,  business  thrift  and  enterprise  reaching  over  a 
long  period  of  years,  coupled  with  a  determination  to  give  honest  value  to 
whatever  he  made.  He  has  never  had  time  to  meddle  either  with  i)olities  or 
speculation,  and  has  steadily  refused  all  public  positions.  He  is  a  Republi- 
can by  political  belief." 

December  17,  1839,  he  was  married  to  Lucy  Damon,  daughter  of  Pitt  and 
Lucy  Damon  Butterfield,  of  Dedham.  They  have  had  four  children  :  Wil- 
liam Osborne,  the  oldest,  was  drowned  at  four  years  of  age.  The  remaining 
three  are  Frank  Mortimer,  Josephine  S.,  and  Florence  R.  Whiting.' 

Fraxk  M.  Whiting  was  born  April  21,  1849.  He  was  educated  at  the 
Norwich  Military  University,  in  Northfield,  Vt.,  where  he  graduated  in  1868. 
On  returning  home  he  worked  in  his  father's  manufactory  for  about  a  year 
and  then  ])ecame  an  assistant  in  the  otHce,  first  here,  and  later  in  New  York 
at  the  oflice  there.  Still  later  he  became  traveling  salesman  for  the  then  firm 
and  acted  in  that  capacity  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1878  he  and  two  other 
gentlemen  formed  a  copartnership  as  jewelry  manufacturers  in  this  town  and 
continued  together  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  Mr.  Whiting  the 
elder  bought  the  interests  of  ^Messrs.  Holbrook  and  Abbee,  the  son's  partners, 
and  formed  a  new  firm  under  the  name  it  bears  at  present,  Frank  M. 
Whiting  tt  Co.  Notwithstanding  his  advanced  age  lie  is  still  actively  engaged 
in  the  concerns  of  this  firm,  for  he  superintends  its  manufactory  while  Mr. 
Frank  Whiting  attends  to  the  interests  of  the  business  in  traveling  and  selling 
the  goods. 

June  21,  1881,  Mr.  Frank  Whiting  was  married  to  Florence  L.,  a  daughter 
of  Edwin  and  Dorcas  Doane  Hancock,  of  Wrentham.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Marion  D.  Whiting,  'riii'ir  residence  is  with  Mr.  William  D. 
Whiting  in  the  house  he  has  occupied  for  many  j'ears.- 

WlllTNKV. 


'  Mr.  WhIUnK  <ll<''l  Novfinber  i'l,  |hI)1,  iiikI  Mi>.  WIiIUiik  "lle'l  very  MuMculy  .laiiiiuo  10,  181H 
'  Mr.  Frank  M.  Wlilllnj;  <llf'l  HU<lil«.-iily  .jn  .Miiy  'i»,  lHi«. 
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Island,  111. ;  and  Emily,  who  was  the  first  wife  of  Oliver  Stanley.  Of  these 
only  Mrs.  Carter  survives. 

Felix  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  village  and  subsequently 
the  then  famous  Day's  Academy  at  Wrentham.  His  school  course  was,  how- 
ever, short,  for  when  he  was  only  about  fifteen  he  left  home  and  entered  a 
wholesale  grocery  store  on  Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  with  the  intention  of  in 
time  pursuing  that  business.  He  progressed  rapidly  in  mastering  its  details, 
but  his  career  in  that  direction  ended  suddenly  and  rather  peculiarly.  He 
had  a  friend  who  was  about  to  sail  on  a  long  voyage  and  he  went  one  evening 
to  the  wharf  "  to  see  him  off."  This  occasioned  a  somewhat  tardy  return  to 
his  home,  which,  according  to  the  then  prevailing  custom,  was  in  his  em- 
ployer's house.  To  be  out  late  was  a  grave  offence  in  the  eyes  of  the  old 
gentleman  and  he  therefore,  refusing  to  listen  to  any  reasonable  explanations, 
recommended  that  his  clerk  should  report  himself  to  his  parents.  The 
"  spirited  apprentice,"  however,  took  the  liberty  of  thinking  differently  upon 
this  matter  and  then  and  there  came  to  his  own  decision.  He  immediately 
put  bis  trunk  upon  a  wheelbarrow  and  started  with  it  for  the  wharf  and 
thence  "  shipped  before  the  mast." 

"  For  ten  years  Mr.  Whitney  followed  the  sea.  He  went  on  several  long 
voyages  and  experienced  his  share  of  the  vicissitudes  of  a  sailor's  life.  On 
one  hapless  Wednesday  his  ship  was  burned  to  the  water's  edge,  and  he  was 
picked  up  next  day  by  a  vessel  which  was  itself  wrecked  the  following 
Saturday.  Mr.  Whitney  in  his  second  shipwreck  made  safe  landing  on  an 
island,  and  the  first  vessel  that  touched  refused  him  passage,  because  his 
story  of  two  shipwrecks  in  four  days  was  too  improbable  even  for  ears 
accustomed  to  the  varied  fact  and  fiction  of  the  sea.  He  succeeded  better 
the  next  time,  and  after  a  rough  passage,  during  which  the  ship  came  near 
going  ashore  on  Cape  Hatteras,  he  arrived  safely  in  Boston."  A  number  of 
his  voyages  were  made  in  company  with  Captain  Abraham  Hay  ward,  father 
of  the  late  Charles  E.  Hay  ward,  of  this  town.  This,  his  second  attempted 
career,  ended  as  unexpectedly  as  the  first.  He  had  shipped  upon  one 
occasion  as  first  mate  under  a  certain  Captain  Chace.  The  voyage  was  to  be 
a  long  one,  and  while  awaiting  the  summons  of  the  captain,  when  the  prepa- 
rations should  be  completed,  he  came  to  his  home  in  North  Attleborough  for 
a  visit.  Days  passed  on  and  the  expected  letter  did  not  arrive.  Finally  it 
was  ascertained  that  it  had  been  detained  for  ten  days  in  the  East  Attle- 
borough postoffice,  but  meanwhile  the  ship  had  had  to  sail  without  him. 
This  experience  and  the  earnest  entreaties  of  friends  led  him  to  decide  to 
give  up  the  life  of  a  sailor. 

Among  his  first  enterprises  in  town  was  the  opening  of  Orne  Street,  so 
named  for  his  mother.  This  was  the  first  street  opened  off  North  Attle- 
borough's  main  thoroughfare  —  Washington  Street  —  and  his  neighbors  united 
in  discouraging  the  project.     He  worked  for  a  time  as  a  carpenter  in  the 
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employ  of  his  brotliev  George  and  later  in  jewelry  for  H.  ]\r.  Rieliaids.  and 
finally  in  1840  be  decided  to  venture  in  the  second  occupation  for  himself. 
He  built  his  first  shop  on  Orne  Street,  the  building  now  occupied  as  a 
carriage  shop  by  John  Stanley  «fe  Son.  His  first  associate  was  E.  W.  Daven- 
port under  the  name  of  Whitney  &  Davenport.  During  the  following  eight 
years  the  firm  and  name  underwent  several  changes,  as  partners  entered  or 
retired.  It  was  Whitney,  Davenport  &  Dunster;  again  AVhitney.  Davenport 
&  Co.  ;  and  in  1857  became  Whitney  &  Kice,  which  firm  carried  on  its  busi- 
ness in  "The  Compan^^'s  shop."  In  1871,  on  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Rice, 
tlie  name  became  F.  G.  Whitney  &  Co.  and  remained  unchanged  for  fifteen 
years.  In  1870  this  firm  was  burned  out  at  the  Ira  Richards  factory.  Six 
years  later,  in  1870,  Mr.  Whitney  built  a  large  brick  shop  on  Chestnut  Street, 
and  this  in  turn  was  burned  in  1882.  It  was  immediately  rebuilt,  and  eight 
months  after  the  fire  occurred  was  occupied,  and  is  the  same  building  in  which 
the  firm  is  now  established.  In  1886  Mr.  Whitney  sold  the  business  to  his 
two  sons,  George  B.  and  E.  F.  Whitney,  who  compose  the  firm  and  retain  the 
old  name  unchanged.      [1893.     Not  in  existence.] 

In  1848  he  married  Catherine  J.  Briggs,  daughter  of  Rufus  and  sister  of 
William  Briggs,  of  Altleborough,  and  of  Mrs.  Walter  Ballou,  of  North 
Attleborough.  They  had  six  sons,  only  two  of  whom,  those  above  nien- 
tioned,  lived  to  maturity. 

Tlio  Chronicle  in  its  ol)itii:iry  s;iys :  "In  liis  imsinoss  as  jcwcJiT.  ^Ir.  Wliitney  was  ilistin- 
guislied  for  liis  advaue-eil  ideas  in  regard  to  methods  and  ids  inj,'(Muiity  in  designs.  He  was  oue 
of  tlu;  exhiijitors  at  tiie  I'aris  Ex|)osition,  and  opened  an  olliec  in  London  soon  after,  keejnug 
it  open  nntil  al)out  two  years  aj,'o  — 1885.  —  lie  crossed  tlie  oeean  nnmy  times  in  tlie  interests  of 
bis  large  export  trade,  ami  on  his  last  visit  in  1882,  noted  with  interest  tlic  same  I^ondon  pier 
wliere  he  had  tied  liis  ship  forty  years  before."  lie  was  deeply  interested  in  the  order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  was  liimself  a  model  member  of  that  organization.  He  was  one  of  the  tirst 
memliers  of  Aurora  Lodge,  and  he  took  his  three  degrees  in  one  night,  just  previous  to  that 
anticipated  long  voyage  upon  which  he  did  not  enter.  He  bore  all  the  honors  of  the  lodge, 
and  held  tlie  otlice  of  district  deputy  for  many  years.  He  was  one  of  the  liuilding  committee 
of  the  present  odd  Fellows  building,  and  he  always  took  a  generous  part  in  sustaining  the 
existence  of  the  organization  in  town,  tiirough  its  days  of  adversity  as  well  as  those  of  its 
prosperity.  He  was  at  one  time  connected  with  Hristoi  Lodge  of  F.  and  .V.  M.,  I)ut  retired 
from  it.  because  Ins  deepest  attaihments  were  for  the  order  of  Odd  Fellowship,  and  he  pre- 
ferred to  belong  to  no  other.  He  hebl  many  distrirl  olliccs.  and  served  on  many  town  com- 
mittees. He  wixti  largely  iiistrnnnntal  in  starting  the  public  library  of  his  native  village,  and 
all  progressive  work  found  in  bini  a  liberal  supi)orter.  He  was  at  one  time  a  director  of  the 
North  .\ttl(;borough  National  IJaid;  and  of  the  .Vltlcborougb  Hranch  Hailroail.  In  iiolitics  he 
was  a  Democrat,  ami  to  show  of  what  stanij)  he  was  as  man  and  politician  it  is  oidy  necessary 
to  stale  the  fa<'l  that  many  ICcpnblican*  asvisted  to  I'Icct  him  ;i- one  of  llie  re|)resenlati\es  of 
the  First  Bristol  District  in  18Tt. 

'I'he  sudden  death  of  Mrs.  Wliitney  in  the  sunnner  of  ImmI  was  a  blow  from  which  Mr. 
Whitney  never  wholly  recovered,  and  he  liid  not  very  long  survive  it.  His  death  «»ccurred 
November  IT,  l.S'<T.  after  a  lr>ng  ami  painful  illness.  His  funeral  was  comlucled  by  the  l{ev. 
W.  V.  I'otter,  and  he  was  buried  with  the  honors  an<l  the  impressive  services  of  Oibj  Fellow- 
ship. No  better  delineution  of  bis  life  and  character  can  be  given  than  that  contained  in  the 
simple  phrase  of  one  who  on  his  burial  day  said  :  "  He  goes  to  liis  rest  us  one  that  was  faithful 
to  the  triple  links  of  Friend-hip.  Love,  and  'rnilli." 
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WILMARTH. 

Daniel  Wilmarth  was  born  December  7,  1799,  on  what  is  called  "  the 
Lincoln  place  "  in  Rehoboth.  He  came  to  this  town  when  he  was  quite  a 
yonng  man.  His  great-gfandfather's  name  was  Jonathan,  his  grandfather's 
Moses.  The  family  was  numerous  in  Rehoboth  and  several  of  the  name 
came  from  there  to  this  town,  the  first  as  early  as  1708.  Previous  to  his 
settlement  here  Mr.  Wilmarth  was  for  several  years  in  the  employ  of  the 
American  Screw  Company.  His  first  wife  was  Patta  Claflin,  the  daughter  of 
Noah  Claflin,  of  this  town.  He  was  familiarly  known  to  everybody  as 
"•  Squire  Claflin."  He  and  his  father  before  him  were  "  farmers  and 
bootmakers."  They  were  descendants  of  John  Antipas  Claflin,  the  first  of 
the  name  in  town,  who  came  as  early  as  1717  from  Sudbury,  Mass.  Squire 
Claflin  was  an  intelligent  and  well-read  man.  His  judgment  upon  the  affairs 
of  men  was  excellent  and  he  was  highly  respected  by  all  in  the  community. 
Harvey  Claflin,  a  much  loved  deacon  in  the  Second  Congregational  Church 
for  many  years,  was  his  son.  Deacon  Claflin  was,  like  his  father,  much 
respected  by  everybody.  He  was  one  of  the  truest,  most  consistent  Christian 
men  the  towni  has  ever  known.  He  was  a  farmer  and  for  many  3'ears 
occupied  the  place  now  known  as  the  "  Wilcox  place."  He  frequently  and 
for  long  periods  held  important  offices  in  both  the  church  and  the  town  and 
was  wise  and  careful  in  tlie  performance  of  all  his  duties.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  town's  representatives  in  the  Legislature.  He  finally  removed  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  his  two  sons,  Harvey  and  Henry,  had  been  residing 
for  some  years,  and  he  died  there  at  the  residence  of  the  former. 

Mr.  Wilmarth  after  his  marriage  lived  at  the  old  Claflin  homestead  on  the 
"  east  road  "  from  East  to  North  Attleborough,  and  it  finally  came  into  his 
possession  and  remained  his  home  for  very  many  years.  He  was  a  man  of 
considerable  independence  of  character.  He  thought  much  and  formed 
decided  and  fixed  opinions,  but  he  was  always  courteous  to  others  and 
tolerant  of  their  views.  His  nature  was  of  the  most  kindly;  he  was  a  good 
neighbor  and  a  thoughtful  fiiend  and  he  was  often  made  an  adviser  and 
confidant  by  those  who  were  in  perplexity  or  trouble.  He  was  greatly 
interested  in  music  and  during  many  years  rendered  valuable  assistance  to 
the  choir  of  the  Second  Church,  not  only  with  his  voice  but  liberally  with  his 
purse  as  well.  He  finally  sold  his  farm  and  removed  to  the  village  of  East 
Attleborough,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  A  number  of  years 
since  he  married  Mrs.  Susan  Mann,  widow  of  Howard  Mann,  of  Wrentham. 

His  old  age  was  a  remarkably  vigorous  one,  both  physically  and  mentally, 
until  the  death  of  his  only  son  occurred.  From  that  time  his  strong  hold 
upon  life  gradually  weakened.  It  was  his  ever  recurring  and  pathetically 
expressed  wish  that  the  son's  life  might  have  been  spared  and  the  father's 
taken.  During  the  summer  of  1886  he  sustained  a  severe  shock  of  paralysis. 
He  rallied  extraordinarily  for  so  old  a  man  and  lived  for  a  year  ;  but  he  failed 
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coutimially  if  gradually  and  soon  his  friendly  visits  to  his  neighbors  ceased, 
his  pleasant  voice  was  no  longer  heard,  and  his  familiar  form  was  missed 
from  the  village  streets.  He  died  July  27,  1887,  having  lived  eighty-seven 
years,  seven  mouths,  and  twenty  days. 

"Wiu.iAM  Damel  Wilmartii,  the  only  son  of  Daniel  and  Patta  Wilmarth, 
was  liorn  Jnly  80,  1837.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  at  home  and  it 
was  not  nntil  lie  was  twenty-seven  years  of  age  that  he  entered  iii)()n  a 
business  life.  He  inherited  from  his  father  musical  tastes  and  ability  and 
during  his  entire  life  he  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  to  their  cultivation,  and 
not  only  in  himself  but  in  others.  He  aimed  to  elevate  the  standard  of 
music  in  his  community,  and  many  in  it  can  doubtless  attribute  to  his 
suggestions  and  example  their  first  real  enjoyment  and  appreciation  of  that 
art.  When  a  boy  of  about  seventeen  Mr.  Wilmarth  commenced  to  play  the 
organ  in  church,  and  he  soon  in  addition  took  charge  of  the  choir.  For 
quite  twenty  years  he  had  the  entire  charge  of  the  music  in  the  Second 
Church,  and  he  spared  neither  time  nor  money  to  make  this  appropriate  and 
worthy  a  church  of  its  size  and  intlnence.  How  many  ditlieulties  he  met 
and  overcame  and  how  much  he  really  diil  will  never  probably  be  fully  known, 
for  Mr.  Wilmarth  never  published  his  own  deeds  ;  lie  did  not  work  for  self- 
aggrandizement  but  for  the  love  of  music  itself,  (lood  church  music  had 
been  the  rule  so  long  under  his  management  tliat  people  had  learned  to 
expect  it  as  a  matter  almost  of  course  and  did  not  realize  the  "•  eternal 
vigilance  "  required  to  produce  it ;  but  his  task  began  to  be  better  understood, 
and  his  generous  measures  appreciated  in  some  degree  as  they  desi-rved, 
when  he  relincinishcd  his  positi(jn  and  i1  fell  to  otlici'  hands  to  carry  on 
the   work. 

On  October  1.').  bSGi,  .Mr.  Wilmarth  Ix'came  associated  as  a  business 
partner  with  Dr.  .1.  H.  Bronson,  who  had  then  recently  purchased  a  cotliu- 
trimming  ]»usiness  in  North  Attleborough.  This  (irm  soon  removed  to  a 
small  slioj)  near  tiic  site  of  tiif  {jrcseiit  one  on  County  Street,  Kast  .Vttle- 
bcjrougii.  Kour  years  latei-  lie  bougiit  the  doctor's  interest  and  continui'd 
alone  until  his  death.  Mr.  Wilmarth  became  one  of  the  most  active  of  tlif 
men  of  the  Kast  village  after  lie  took  up  his  residence  there,  iu  all  matters 
of  public  improvement.  lie  wms  m  piimc  mover  and  an  energetic  worker  in 
obtaininii  the  watei-  works  there.  Tliat  iiiipi-ovenieiil  w:is  gi'eatly  needed 
and  lias  long  ceased  to  be  regarded  as  a  hi\iny.  either  piilijic  or  piivati'.  lie 
was  urgent  in  obtaining  imjirovemeiits  in  tlie  lire  dep.iit  inent.  in  iiaving  the 
Htre<^trt  properly  curbed  and  lighted,  .-md  in  Mdvancini:  ;iil  iiiiitters  of  public 
health  and  comfort.  lb-  was  a  trustee  of  the  Hicliardson  Seiiool  I-'iiiid  .iiid 
liberal  in  all  educational  matters  in  the  comnuniity. 

He  died  March  <i.  IMKl,  his  life  cut  oil  in  its  ])rinie  ami  just  when  ni:iny 
vears  of  iireal  usefulness  wt-rc  opening  out  l»efore  him.  His  death  left  a 
wide  "ap  in    the   i:inks  of  our  usefid   citizens,  which  cannot    soon    be   lilled. 
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He  was  iu  truth  and  iu  earnest  a  public-spirited  man.  He  was  unusually 
modest  and  unassuming ;  he  never  wished  public  advancement  or  office 
for  himself,  but  pushed  others  forward.  He  was  a  man  of  indomitable 
energy  and  determination,  but  in  so  quiet  a  way  that  those  traits  scarcely 
made  themselves  apparent.  He  had  a  sound,  sagacious  mind,  was  clear  and 
judicious  in  his  judgment,  a  man  of  scrupulous  rectitude  in  his  dealings, 
and  he  exercised  a  "  powerful  influence  on  the  side  of  right  and  public  good." 
In  writing  of  him  just  after  his  death  one  said  :  "  Mr.  Wilmarth  was  a 
genuinely  honest  man.  He  did  business  on  the  square.  He  took  no  stock 
in  the  complaint  that  the  times  are  such  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  a  man 
to  do  business  honestly,  and  not  bankrupt  himself.  As  a  business  man  he 
clung  to  the  principles  which  build  patiently,  steadily,  and  surely.  Among 
these  principles  was  that  which  led  him  to  cherish  the  welfare  of  others.  He 
was  generous  to  his  employees.  He  was  never  spoken  ill  of  by  a  man  who 
had  worked  for  him.  To  young  men  struggling  to  get  on  he  always  stood 
ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand.  '  I  have  lost  my  best  friend,'  said  a  member 
of  a  young  firm  to  me  the  other  day,  '  from  no  man  did  we  get  so  much 
encouragement  and  help.'  Said  another  gentleman  of  large  business  expe- 
rience, '  Mr.  Wilmarth  was  one  of  the  ablest  business  men  with  whom  I  was 
ever  acquainted.'  '  No  man,'  said  still  another,  '  could  die  here  who  would 
be  more  missed.'  "  Among  the  resolutions  passed  after  his  death  by  the 
trustees  of  the  Richardson  School  Fund  was  the  following  :  — 

Resolved,  —  Tbat  the  coiiinmnity  in  which  he  lived  has  lost  a  neighbor  just  and  conscientious 
in  all  his  dealings  with  others  —  one  who  was  active  in  promoting  the  interest  and  prosperitj'  of 
this  village,  and  especially  interested  in  sustaining  its  various  institutions;  and  thus  we  mourn 
the  departure  of  an  honorable  and  worthy  citizen,  one  who  will  be  long  remembered  in  the 
business  circles  of  this  town." 

Mr.  Wilmarth  merited  such  tributes  as  these,  for  he  fulfilled  well  the  high 
duties  of  true  manhood  and  loyal  citizenship. 

On  May  5,  1857,  he  married  8.  Josephine  Mann,  daughter  of  Howard  and 
Susan  Ide  Mann,  of  Wrentham.  She  and  several  children  survive  him.  Of 
these  one  son  is  connected  with  his  father's  business,  and  another,  the  eldest, 
has  for  several  years  been  pursuing  musical  studies  in  Europe. ^ 

The  chief  facts  in  quite  a  number  of  the  sketches  contained  in  this  and  the  chapter  next 
preceding  are  taken  from  the  History  of  Bristol  County,  which  appeared  a  few  years  since. 
In  many  instances  I  have  made  exact  quotations;  in  many  others  I  have  used  ideas  and  sug- 
gestions found  there,  and  I  am  glad  to  again  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  that  publication. 
In  these  same  sketches  I  have  made  such  changes  as  time  and  my  purpose  dictated,  and  have 
added  to  them  such  facts,  etc.,  as  were  within  my  own  knowledge  or  were  furnished  me  from 
various  sources.    I  liave  largely  increased  the  number  of  persons  noticed  iu  the  history  above 


1  For  a  number  of  years  none  of  the  family  had  any  personal  connection  with  the  nianaarement  of 
the  business,  but  recently  two  of  the  sons,  —  the  oldest  and  the  youngest,  —  William  H.  and  Henry  D., 
have  assumed  its  control.  This  change  resulted  from  the  death  of  Mrs.  Wilmarth,  —  which  occurred 
in  October,  1893,  —  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  then  manager  and  only  partner  outside  the  family.  The 
former  now  resides  iu  town;  the  latter  has  recently  returned  to  town. 
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alluded  to.  If  my  list  is  too  long,  I  can  only  say,  it  would  have  lu-en  difficult  to  shorten  it, 
because  there  was  some  special  reason  for  the  mention  of  each  particular  person  in  it.  Long 
as  this  list  of  more  or  less  prominent  men  is.  however,  it  is  hy  no  means  a  complete  one.  Very 
many  others  as  worthy  as  any  of  these  have  heen  lioru  or  have  lived  in  the  town,  reirarding 
whom  it  would  have  been  wellnigh  or  (juite  impossible  to  obtain  the  requisite  information; 
while  others  about  whom  doubtless  interesting  facts  could  have  been  collected  have  been 
omitted  in  these  chapters  for  some  other  e(jually  valid  reason.  In  some  instances  families 
prominent  in  our  early  history,  and  up  to  within  a  few  years  comparatively,  have  no  male 
representatives  in  the  present  generation  or  in  that  just  passing  away,  and  in  other  instances 
such  are  no  longer  specially  interested  in  public  affairs.  Numl)ers  who  have  been  of  good 
service  in  their  day  and  generation,  if  forgotten  here,  arc  remembered  elsewhere,  as  the  sketch 
of  town  history  has  revealed  itself  through  the  records  or  facts  relating  to  various  historic 
localities  have  been  mentioned  —  though,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  in  a  work  so  incom- 
plete as  this  very  many  deserving  i)ersons  as  well  as  very  many  imi)ortant  occurrences  must  \>e 
left  out  altogether. 

The  division  of  the  town,  which  has  made  a  finishing  point  historically  at  least  for  the 
present  for  old  Attlcborough  proper,  has  also  made  it  more  necessary  to  look  forward  in 
certain  ways  than  might  otherwise  have  been  the  <'ase  and  to  say  certain  things  which  could 
otherwise  pcrhai)s  have  better  been  said  in  the  future.  This  fact  must  account  for  a  portion  of 
what  has  been  written  regarding  the  gentlemen  now  living.  Probably  these  sketches  may  be 
considered  by  some  as  too  extended.  I  should  have  found  it  dithcult.  in  many  cases  certainly,  to 
make  them  less  so.  In  the  short  experience  which  my  attempt  to  complete  this  book  has  given 
me  I  have  found  that  all  personal  facts,  and  even  small  incidents  regarding  the  earlier  inhabit- 
ants of  the  town,  or  any  written  words  of  their  coi\temporary  friends,  were  of  deep  interest, 
and  I  have  thoroughly  realized  how  great  a  matter  of  regret  it  is  that  oidy  a  very  few  scant 
reminiscences  of  our  first  inhabitants  and  their  immediate  posterity  were  to  be  obtained, 
because  almost  no  records  relating  to  them  in  any  way  had  been  keiJt.  Personal  records  of  the 
men  now  on  the  stage  of  life  and  of  those  just  passed  or  passing  away  will  be  of  ever-deep<uiing 
interest  as  years  go  by.  With  this  fact  in  view,  and  remembering  also  that  this  work  is  first  of 
all  for  the  people  of  this  town  and  their  families.  I  have  deemed  it  wise  to  preserve  here  all  I 
could  in  my  limited  sijace  relative  to  some  of  the  "  men  of  our  times''  in  addition  to  the  very 
little  gathered  together  relating  to  tlunr  ancestors  or  those  of  others. 

Wiiat  I  have  said  of  these  biographical  chapters  will  ai)ply  in  some  measure  to  the  two  fol- 
lowing chapters,  in  whii-h  some  of  the  things  referred  to  would  be  omitted  if  I  were  arranging 
this  work  of  my  father's  for  a  "  general  public.''  If  I  have  been  guilty  of  an  error  in  judg- 
ment in  thus  oc<upying  so  much  space.  1  can  oidy  say,  my  motive  in  doing  it  has  been  good, 
and  by  that  I  nmst  ask  to  have  the  decision  of  the  readers  of  the  book  weighed,  whether  the 
sentence  they  see  fit  to  pronounce  shall  be  one  of  censure  or  approval.  —  Emitou. 
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CHAPTER    XVIII. 

GENEALOGY,    STATISTICS,    REPRESENTATIVES,    TOWN    OFFICERS,    GRADUATES 

OF    COLLEGES,    ETC. 

THE  followiug  account  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  town  is  almost  exactly  as  it  was  prepared 
for  tbe  first  edition  of  this  work.  Whether  it  was  the  author's  intention  to  enlarge  it 
is  not  known;  but  no  notes  were  found  sufficient  to  make  any  material  changes,  though 
some  additions  have  been  made. 

A  brief  genealogy  of  some  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  town  is  annexed,  which  is  intended 
to  include,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  names  of  those  who  came  into  the  town 
previous  to  1730,  with  the  names  of  their  children  of  the  first  generation  (space  not  permitting 
me  to  extend  it  any  farther)  and  also  the  previous  place  of  their  settlement,  when  known. 
This  will  not  contain  the  names  of  many  who  have  all  either  removed  from  town  or  whose 
families  have  become  extinct.  These  sketciies  must  necessarily  be  imperfect  from  the  defects 
in  the  records  and  the  general  neglect  of  most  families  to  preserve  any  knowledge  of  their 
remote  ancestry.  The  discovery  of  many  of  these  facts  connected  with  the  history  of  our 
ancestors  has  been  the  result  of  fortunate  accident. 

Many  of  the  first  proprietors  (who  belonged  to  Rehoboth)  or  their  descendants  became  thef 
occupants  of  the  lands  which  they  had  purchased;  but  in  process  of  time  the  cheapness  of 
the  land  invited  many  emigrants  from  various  parts  of  the  colonies  of  Massachusetts  and 
Plymouth,  who  either  became  shareholders  or  purchased  rights.i 

Allex,  Nehemiah,  son  of  Isaac  Allen,  1st,  of  Rehoboth,  married  Anne  Wilmarth, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Wilmarth,  2d,  of  that  town;  came  to  Attleborough  about  1710.  He  had 
five  children;  namely,  Isaac,  John,  Nehemiah,  Daniel,  Anne,  who  were  born  between  the 
years  1711  and  1726. 

Atwell,  Richard,  married  Sarah  Bolkcom,  daughter  of  Alexander  Bolkcom;  had  five 
children  by  her:  Sarah,  Amos,  Anne,  Richard,  Ichabod,  1728-1739.  His  second  wife  was 
Mary  Lawrence,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  William,  born  1741. 

Barrows,  Benajah,  ancestor  of  all  that  name  in  town.  He  came  here  about  1708  from 
Rehoboth,  where  he  had  resided  for  a  short  time.  His  wife  was  Lydia  Bucklin,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Bucklin,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  town.  He  had  nine-^  children:  John,  born 
in  Rehoboth,  1707;  Deborah,  born  1711;  Joseph,  1713;  Nehemiah,  1715;  Benjamin,  March, 
1717-18;  Elijah,  March,  1719-20;  Lydia,  1722;  Ichabod,  172-i.  He  died  January  5,  1754.  From 
him  was  descended  Dr.  Ira  Barrows,  a  graduate  of  Boston  University  in  1824  and  a  practising 
physician  in  Providence,  R.  I. 

Blackinton.  Penticost,  the  ancestor  of  all  the  Blackintons  in  town,  came  to  Attleborough 
previous  to  1702  from  Marblehead.  His  wife's  name  was  Mary.  He  had  at  least  four  children : 
Penticost;  Mary,  who  married  Ebenezer  Daggett,  1st,  of  this  town;  Benjamin,  who  came 
with  him ;  and  Hepzibeth,  who  was  born  here  December,  1702.  Besides  these  there  were  John 
and  Penelope,  twins,  born  in  1705  and  both  died  in  1706.  Penticost,  1st,  died  September  24, 
1715.  His  son  Penticost  married  Rebeccah  Figgett  and  had  eight  children  — Penticost,  born 
1716;  Rebeccah,  born  1717;  George,  born  1720;  Anne,  born  1722:  Mary,  born  1724;  John, 
born  1727;  Othniel,  born  1729;  Peter,  born  1731. 


1  Usually  newcomers,  if  tliey  could  not  purchase  a  share  in  the  undivided  lands,  bought  a  right  to 
lay  out  a  definite  number  of  acres  in  a  division  already  granted. 

-The  names  ot  eight  only  are  given.  Whether  the  number  is  wrong  or  the  name  of  the  other  not 
recorded  the  Editor  does  not  know. 
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Blanding.  ()rki>iaii.  caiiip  from  Reliobotli;  son  of  Willi:iiii,  l>t.of  that  iiiiiiie  in  Rehoboth; 
married  Elizabeth  Weeks:  had  tive  ehildreii :  Ephraiin.  Samuel,  OI)ediah,  F^lizabeth,  Mehit- 
abel.  1719-1727.  Several  others  afterwards  eame  here  from  that  town,  deseendants  of  William. 
1st:  namely.  Daniel.  Noah,  Lamaek,  ete. 

Bishop,  William,  appears  to  be  the  tirst:  came  from  Beverly  or  Salem  about  1703.  His 
wife's  name  was  Dorothy.  He  had  eight  children:  Edward.  Elizabeth.  William.  Martha, 
Rebecca,  Baily,  Dorothy,  John.  1701-171o.    His  second  wife  was  Tabitha  Hadley,  married  1719. 

There  were  several  others  of  this  name,  some  of  them,  perhaps,  brothers  of  the  above; 

namely,  Daniel,  who  married  Elizabeth  Brown,  1734;  Samuel,  married  Mary ;   Joseph, 

married  Miriam  Hodges;  Thomas,  who  married  "Sarah  Hobel  of  Pequonick''  and  h:ul  one 
daughter,  born  in  New  Brooktield,  X.  Y.,  1744.  There  was  one  Zepheniah  Bishop,  son  of 
Zephauiah  Bishop,  who  died  a  lingering  death  on  board  the  Jersey  Prison  ship  and  whose 
gravestone  is  in  the  P^ast  Attleborough  burying-ground. 

BoLKCo.M,  Alexandkr,  1st.  who  came  to  Attleborough  previous  to  1692,  from  whom  all  in 
town  1  are  descended.  He  cauK;  from  Providence  and  was  a  mason  by  trade.  He  married 
Sarah  Woodcock,  daughter  of  John  Woodcock.  Sr.,  and  had  seven  children:  William,  born 
September  3,  lti92;  Katherine,  born  February  7,1094;  Alexander,  born  April  4.  1690;  John, 
born  April  29.  1699;  Baruck,  l)orn  June  12, 1702;  Sarah,  born  February  8, 1703-4;  Joseph,  born 
February  23, 1705-6. 

He  died  January  31.  1727-2S.  His  son  AVilliam  married  Mary  Tyler.  October  3,  1713;  Alex- 
ander married  Martha  Hockinton,  of  Needham.  May  14.  1725  —  intentions  entered  April  8, 
1725;  Baruck  married  Patience  Blake;  John  married  Mary  Grover.  by  whom  he  bad  five 
children,  and  afterwards  Sarah  Grover.  by  whom  he  had  eight  children:  Jocph  married  ]Mary 
Parminter.  March  21.  1733-34. 

BuURXE.  Andukw,  came,  it  is  supposed,  from  Great  Britain  to  Attleborough  about  1720 
and  settled  in  the  east  part  of  the  town.  All  of  that  name  in  this  vicinity  are  descended 
from  him. 

Capuon,  Bankield,  was  the  tirst  of  that  name  who  came  to  this  country.  From  him  all 
the  Caprons  in  this  vicinity  are  descended.  The  name  of  his  tirst  wife  was  Elizal)eth  Cal- 
lender.  His  children  were:  Banfield,  Joseph,  Elizabeth,  BauHeld  (born  October  22,  1684), 
Edward,  John,  Jonathan  (born  March  10.  1705-6),  Sarah  (born  March  11,1708-9).  Another 
account  adds  Walter,  Betsey,  Mary,  Hannah,  ami  Margaret,  and  omits  Elizabeth. 

His  wife  Elizabeth  died  March  10,  1735.  He  nnirried.  December  10. 1735,  Mrs.  Sarah  Daggett, 
relict  of  Deacon  John  Daggett.  :ind  he  dieil  August  25  (another  account  says  August  10),  1762, 
at  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety-two.  He  settled  where  the  late  Joab  Daggett  lived  and 
laid  out  the  lands  there.  Tradition  says  he  canie  to  this  country  alone  when  he  was  (piitea  hnl, 
as  a  cabin  boy,  to  seek  his  own  fortune. 

Caupp:ntf,K,  Josiah,  Noah,  William,  Obeiliali,  ele.,  came  to  Attleborough  Ifom  Reholmth 
and  were  all  descendants  of  Samuel  and  William  Carpenter,  two  of  the  earliest  of  that  name 
in  Rehoboth.  William  Carpenter  was  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  that  town  March  28.  1645. 
He  w;is  admitted  a  freeman  of  Massachusetts  May  13.  Hi40. 

Noah  was  the  son  of  William,  of  Rehoboth.  born  March  28,  l(i72;  marricil  Sarah  Johnson 
De<'eniber  3,  1700.  by  whom  he  had  thirteen  children:  Noah,  Miriam.  Sarah.  Stephen,  Asa, 
Mary,  born  in  Rehoboth;  .Margaret,  Simon  (died  infant),  Isaiali,  Simon,  Martha.  Elizabeth, 
Amy.     He  married  Kiitli  Kollet,  May,  1727,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  born  May,  172S. 

In  an  account  of  this  family  recently  published  it  is  statctl  that  the  ancestor  of  all  of  this 
name  in  New  Eni'land  is  "  r»ne  William  Carpenter,  who  was  bom  in  England  in  157t>,  left  a 
place  called  Harwell,  goin^'  to  Soulhamiiton,  and  from  that  port  sailed  for  Ann-riia  in  the  ship 
'Bevis,'  and  landed  in  .May  103.S."  He  settled  in  Weymouth  and  in  1043  removed  to  Kehoboth. 
where  he  died  at.  the  age  of  eighty-two.  He  ajjiiears  to  have  been  a  nuin  of  consiileralile  note. 
His  son  William  came  with  him  to  America,  also  setlling  in  Rehoboth.  With  William.  Jr., 
came  his  wife  and  four  cliildren,  of  "ten  years  or  less."  Of  these  one  was  William,  ami  lie 
had  at  Reholioth  at  h;ast  ten  sons.    Olmdiah  was  the  t«?nth.  Iiorn  in   1077.     "Deacon  (tbailiali 

'  It  must  \>v  reiiic'inlM'rc<l  tliat  ilil-  iircoiini  \viin  iire|iareil  o\er  (I fly  years  ago  ami  iliai  some  of  tlieso 
namcH  have  no  re|iresciilnllvc,  or  Iml >r  two.  —  ICiu  r<>i(. 
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Carpenter  was  born  in  Eehol)oth  in  1707,  and  died  in  Attleboro  wliere  he  lived,  in  1764.  He 
married  Bethiah  Lyon  and  botli  are  buried  in  the  old  cemetery.  Attleboro,  old  slate  stones, 
under  a  fir  tree,  marking  their  graves."  i  He  must  be  the  Obediah  above  mentioned,  who.  the 
author  says,  came  here  early  and  was  probably  tiie  son  of  Obadiah,  born  in  1677.  The  Noah 
mentioned  above  must  liave  been  one  of  the  ten  sons  of  William.  3d,  and  he  (his  grandfather 
having  died)  was  the  William.  Jr..  who  was  "Clerk  of  the  Propriety"  from  1682  to  1703. 

Claflix  (formerly  McClaflin -),  ANTir.vs,  came  here  from  Sudbury,  Mass.  He  had  three 
children  after  his  arrival  in  this  town;  namely,  Hcpzebeth,  born  November  17, 1717;  Antipas 
and  Ebenezer,  twins,  born  February  8,  1720-21.  His  wife's  name  was  Sarah.  Other  sons 
probably  came  with  him  —  Noah,  Phinehas,  etc. 

CUMMiNGS  (formei-ly  Cunnnins  or  Comens),  David,  came  here  very  early  from  Woburn, 
this  State.  He  settled  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  town,  on  a  farm  still  owned  and  occupied 
by  descendants.    He  had  either  seven  or  nine  children. 

CUTTIXG,  Aaron,  was  the  tirst  and  only  one  of  this  name  who  came  here.  His  son  Aaron, 
Jr.,  married  Ruth  Pratt.  1749.  (She  died  July  26,  1753.)  His  second  wife  was  Sarah  Tucker, 
and  by  both  of  them  he  had  nine  children. 

Daggett,  John,  ancestor  of  all  the  Daggetts  here  and  in  Connecticut,  came  to  Attlebor- 
ough  from  Chilmark,  Martha's  Vineyard,  about  1709,3  with  his  wife  Sarah  and  nine  children, 
four  sons  and  five  daughters;  namely,  Mayliew.  Ebenezer,  Thomas.  Napthali,  —  who  was 
"slain  by  a  tree,"-/ Abigail,  who  married  Ebenezer  Guild,  October  12,  1714,  and  died  No- 
vember 20,  1790,  aged  ninety-seven  years^  Jane,  who  married  Caleb  Hall,  November  9,  1721. 

He  removed  to Manor,  N.  J.,  and  was   living  in  1771;   Zilpha,  who  married   Nathanie 

Robinson,  July  18,  1721;  Patience,  who  married  Noah  Robinson,  October  4.  1723,  and  died 
in  1793,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  Falls  cemetery;  and  Mary,  who  married  John  Titus.  Janu- 
ary 8,1727-28  —  all  of  Attleborough.  Ebenezer,  born  August  29.  1690,  married  Mary  Black- 
inton,  November  9,  1721.  She  was  daughter  of  Pentecost  Bliickinton,  and  was  born  in 
Marblehead,  November  25,  1698.    Mayhew  married  Joanna  Biven,  of  Deerfleld.-* 

By  recent  research  I  am  able  to  trace  this  family  still  farther  back,  and  give  the  result  for  the 
information  of  numerous  descendants  here  and  elsewhere. 

John  the  tirst  of  Attleborough  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Daggett,  Esq.,  of  Edgartown, 
Martha's  Vineyard,  who  married  Hannah  Mayhew,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Governor  Mayhew, 
and  had  brothers  Thomas,  Samuel,  Joshua,  Israil,  and  a  sister  Mercy.  Thomas,  the  father  of 
John  the  first  of  this  town,  was  son  of  John  Daggett  the  first,  who  came  to  this  country  in 
1630  and  was  settled  in  Watertown  in  1642,  and  probably  removed  to  Martha's  Vineyard  with 
Governor  Mayhew  when  he  settled  the  island  in  1044.  John  the  first  of  Rehoboth  was  brother 
of  Thomas,  and  son  of  John  the  fii'st  of  Watertown.    There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  last- 


1  See  Attleboro  Advocate  for  .June  2,  18S8.  In  another  account  published  by  a  desceuflaiit  residing 
in  New  York  William,  the  ancestor,  was  born  in  Aniesbury,  Wiltshire,  England,  about  1603-.5  and  came 
to  this  country  not  far  from  163.i.  He  was  mentioued  in  the  "  Initial  Deed  "  of  Roger  Williams  and 
his  "twelve  disciples,"  and  this  shows  him  to  have  been  one  of  "  The  Thirteen  Proprietors  of  Provi- 
dence Plantations."  He,  it  is  said,  as  early  as  1638  bought  lands  at  Pawtucket  and  settled  there  with 
"  several  other  families."  He  is  said  also  to  h.ive  been  one  of  the  founflers  of  the  Baptist  Church  in 
America  and  to  have  received  baptism  from  Roger  Williams  himself.  Tradition  makes  him  a  preacher 
in  England  and  says  he  "  fled  to  America,  being  compelled  to  go  on  shipboard  at  night  to  avoid  his 
persecutors."  He  died  September  7,  168.5.  He  must  be  the  William,  Jr.,  who  came  with  his  father, 
wife,  and  four  small  children  to  this  country  and  finally  to  "  Seacunk."  The  accounts  differ  some- 
what, but  doubtless  point  to  the  same  person,  son  of  the  real  ancestor. 

2  Sometimes  spelt  Meclothlin,  and  in  one  place  (R.  N.  P.  Rec.  p.  356)  Mack  Cleaulan  — a  proof  of  the 
variation  which  names  undergo  in  the  course  of  a  few  feenerations.  Tradition  says  the  family  origi- 
nated in  Scotland. 

,    =  According  to  a  History  of  the  Doggett-Daggett  Family  he  came  between  October  IT,  1711,  and 
December  24,  1712.  —  Editor. 

*This  was  probably  not  Deerfleld,  Mass.,  as  the  author  formerly  supposed,  as  for  a  hundred  and 
fifty  years  after  the  settlement  of  that  town  the  name  is  not  known  there.  The  name  is  not  common 
at  the  date  mentioned,  and  for  that  and  other  reasons  it  is  conjectured  that  the  Deerfleld  may  have 
been  a  place  of  that  name  in  England. 
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mentioiicil  Juliii  liad  a  hrotlu  r  Thomas  '  wlio  came  to  New  Enirlaml,  ami  lie  \va>  prolialily  the 
Thonms  who  settled  in  Marslitield.  this  State.- 

Day,  Samukl,  apjiears  to  lie  thi;  first,  eaine  from  Uehuhoth.  Mis  wife  was  I'ri^ciiia.  He 
had  several  ••hildreii:  .Samuel  Etlward,  horn  June  9,  170.");  John,  horn  Septemher  2H,  1708; 
Priseilla,  horn  Novemher  22,  1711;  Benjamin,  horn  in  Attlehorouirh,  April  '28.  1720;  and 
perhaps  others. 

One  liobert  Day  was  admitted  freeman  of  Massachusetts,  May  (!.  1()3."),  and  Italph  Day, 
May.  1()45. 

F«t."^TEi{,  John,  came  from  Dorchester  aliout  1712;  married  Mariraret  Ware;  had  thirteen 
ehiidren:  John,  horn  1706:  Kohert.  Itorn  1707;  Ehcnezcr,  horn  1709  (these  three  horn  in  Dor- 
chester); Marjcaret,  horn  in  Wrentham.  1712;  Benjamin,  horn  1714;  Jonathan,  horn  1715; 
Sarah,  born  1718;  Timothy,  horn  1720;  Nathan,  horn  1722;  Esther,  liorn  1724;  Michael,  horn 
1725  (and  died  1720) ;  Michael,  born  1727;  Mary,  horn  1729. 

Fo.sTKR,  Alkxaxdku,  another  who  came  to  town,  whose  wife's  name  was  .Susanna,  had  six 
children:  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Alexander.  Edward.  Suanna,  Jane  —  from  1734  to  1740. 

Frkeman.  Davio  and  Jonathan,  inhabitants  of  Kehohoth,  came  to  Attleborouuh  —  prob- 
ably the  ancestors  of  all  the  Freemans  in  this  town.  The  name  of  David's  wife  was  Mary. 
Some  of  his  children  were.  Ebenezer,  born  Ai)ril  13,  1684;  Hainiah,  born  April  24,  l<i,S6;  Mar- 
fraret,  born  February  9,  1688-89.  Jonathan's  childran  were  William,  Mary.  Jonathan.  Mercy, 
.Samuel,  Anne.  David,  — from  1690  to  1704. 

FRK.Nfii,  JuHN,  son  of  John  French,  1st,  of  Rehoboth,  came  from  that  town  about  1710; 
uiarrietj  Martha  Williams;  hail  five  (children, — John,  born  in  Rehoboth;  Ephraim  and  Martha, 
twins,  wlio  died  infants;  Hannah.  Samuel  — 1709  to  1714.  His  second  wife  was  Abiirai!  White, 
married  May  23,  1728,  by  whom  he  had  two  children :  John,  born  1729,  and  Thomas,  burn  1730. 

Tjio.ma.s,  brother  of  the  prectMlinj::,  also  came  from  Rehoboth,  married  ]Maiy  Brow  n.  Jamiary 
5,  1720-21,  had  eight  children:  Thonms.  Christopher,  Mary.  Josepii.  Elizabeth.  Bridget.  Sarah, 
Hannah  —  1722  to  1738. 

FULLKR.  Persons  of  this  name  are  numerous.  The  tirst  are  not  all  known.  One  was  John, 
whose  chiklren  were:  Ithaman,  Abijrair,  John,  Jeduthan,  Abial,  Joanna  — 1702  to  1719.  His 
second  wife  was  Mary  P\)llet;  had  one  dauj^hter.  Sarah,  born  1721. 

Jonathan   Fuller  was  an  early  settler  of  Rehoboth.,  Robert   and  William  Fuller  were  ad- 
mitted freemen  of  Massachusetts  2d  June,  1641.  -■        '  I'        ,  •    . 
/~Guii,i),  f^HKNKZKR,  came  from  Dedhani ;  married  Abigail  Daggett  (daughter  of  Deacon  John  \ 
Daggett,  l»t),  October  12,  1714;    had  several  children:  Joseph,  N:ipthali.  Ebenezer  —  1716  to 
1722. 

John  and  Bk.n.iamin  also  came  with  him.  ^ 

Hai.i..  Edwar<l  and  John  came  from  England,  soon  to  Taunton,  and  thence  to  Rehoboth. 
ErilRAlM,  son  of  John,  came  to  Altleborongh.  .b)lni  wa^  admitted  Irccman  of  Massachusetts, 
May  14,  1634;  E'lward,  May  2,  Hi3s.  John  marricl  Mary  Newell,  ut  Roxbury.  November  18, 
lO.'^.     Edward  died  .Novendier  27.  1670. 

CllKlNToi'ilKK  Hai.i,  also  came  to  Altleborongh;  had  two  sons.  Caleb  and  .bi-luia. 

IlJK,  Nhiioi.a.s,  LiKirr.,  son  of  Nicholas,  1st,  of  Rehoboth,  who  was  there  as  early  as  April 
9,  l(i4."),  was  born  November.  16,")4;  married  .Mary  Ormsby  December  27,  1677  or  7.'<;  had  seven 
children:  Nathaniel,  Jacob,  Martha,  I'atif-nce.  John,  Benjamin  —  l(!7.s  to  1693  —  all  born  in 
JCehoboth.  Ni<'h(jlas,  by  his  second  wife.  Eliza,  was  born  in  .\ttlcliorongh,  July  2.'),  1697. 
Nicholas,  Sr.,  die.l  5lh  June.  1723.     Nathaniel  died  14th  March,  1702-3. 

Jacob,  sec<ind  son,  married  Sarah  l'iir\.  His  children  were:  Sarah,  burn  December  13, 
1712;  Jacob,  born  September  26.  172.3. 

'  TIkiiiuis  DuKKetl,  iiKC'l  tlilrly  yearn,  whh  uxiinibieil  fur  a  ri'iilllcnlc  nf  license  to  einl>rr.'ite  lo 
New  KnKlnn'l,  .May   1.3,  1*37.—  Drake's  /linenrrheii,  \>.  80. 

'TIiIm  i)ti)ipoi«ltlun  of  the  imllior  "l<»e«  iiol  seem  to  be  HiiHlnbied  l)y  l.-iter  reseiirch,  u»  there  l«  no  men- 
tion of  such  n  relttllonflitp  hi  the  fiiiiilly  lilr.f«)ry  jusi  referred  to.  The  author  of  lliiit  work  suites  that 
Joliii  ilic  llrst  of  Walertown  proluilily  llveii  hi  Ri-liolioth  for  ii  few  yeni>  previous  lo  his  rtoltlcnieiit 
In  .Marthii's  Vineyard,  as  In  KMti  one  "  .loliii  Do^ct  "  had  iillotnienlM  uf  laud  lii  thai  town.  His  son 
Jolni,  the  llrst  of  lleliuhutli,  wa-  not  then  old  enouKli  lo  lie  n  "  freeman." 
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John,  third  son,  married  Jlelietable  Rol)inson,  May  14,  1719;  had  four  children :  Sarah,  John, 
Benjamin.  Amos  —  1720  to  1729.  ^ 

IXGRAHAM,  Joseph,  Bexjamin,  Jeremiah,  Elijlvh,  descendants  of  Benjamin  and  of  Jar- 
rett  (or  Jaret),  whose  name  is  on  the  list  of  pnrchasers,  come  from  Rehohoth.  Joseph  married 
Mary  Shepardson.  Jeremiah  married  Snsanna  Tucker,  of  Stoughton.  Intentions  published 
August  7,  1731. 

Elijah  married  Sarah  Ide;  had  eight  children:  Elijah,  Jahez,  Sarah  and  William,  twins, 
Bettv,  Remember,  Comfort,  Jeremiah  — 1734  to  1746. 

Maxcy,  Alexander.1  came  from  WftHrpslai',  Mass.,  with  his  family,  about  1721,  and  soon 
purchased  and  settled  on  John  Woodcock's  farm,  and  continued  the  pul)]ic  house.  He  was  "  a 
soldier  in  Gallup's  Company,  for  the  sad  expedition  in  1G90,  of  Phips  against  Quebec."  His- 
wife's  name  was  AbigailT'Tle  died  September  20,  1723.  His  children  were  Alexander,  who 
died  April  2,  1724;  Joseph,  Josiah,  Atjigail,  who  married  Jacob  Hascall,  of  Gloucester;  Mary, 
w^ho  married  "William  Ware,  May  4,  1726;  Esther,  who  married  Nehemiah  Ward,  Decendjer 
3, 1728;  and  Benjamin. 

Josiah  married  Mary  Everett,  daughter  of  Joshua  Everett;  had  eleven  children.  His  sec- 
ond son,  Levi,  whose  wife  was  Ruth,  daughter  of  Jacob  Newell,  was  the  father  of  Jonathan, 
Milton,  and  Virgil,  graduates  of  Brown  University,  eminent  in  literary  and  professional  life. 
Levi,  another  son,  who  possessed  superior  talents,  though  not  liberally  educated,  died  at  the 
South. 

Martix,  Johx,  Robert,  and  Timothy  came  from  Rehoi>oth.  Timothy  married  3Iary, 
daughter  of  John  Fuller,  then  of  Rehoboth.  afterwards  of  Attleborough ;  had  three  children: 
Timothy.  Sarah  Abel. 

Three  of  this  name  were  admitted  freemen  of  Massachusetts  —  Thomas  Martin,  22d  May, 
1639;  John  and  Robert,  13th  May,  1640.    John  settled  in  Rehoboth. 

Moore,  Alexander,  married  Alice  Chaftee;  had  eight  children:  Samuel,  Comfort,  Jane, 
Betsey.  Esther,  Alice,  Kate,  Hannah. 

Newell,  Jacob,  came  here  from  Roxbury  or  Dorchester  about  1715,  bringing  with  him  his 
family  of  several  sons  — Jacob,  Joseph,  Ephraim,  etc.  Jason  was  born  here  December  12, 
1717.  ;  His  wife's  name  was  Joyce.  He  settled  near  the  Ih'st  meetinghouse,  and  bought  a  part 
of  Willett's  farm,  and,  according  to  tradition,  distributed  it  among  his  seven  sons.  In  1834 
it  still  remained  in  seven  divisions,  and  is  still  occupied  by  a  descendant  of  Mr.  Newell,  of  the 
same  name.     (1887.) 

Peck,  Hezekiah,  son  of  Nicholas  Peck,  of  Rehoboth,  came  to  Attleborough  about  1700 
with  his  family.  He  married  Deborah  Cooper,  of  the  former  place;  had  seven  children: 
Deborah,  Judith,  Hannah,  Hezekiah,  Rachel,  born  in  Rehoboth;  Petronella,  Perthenah  — 1687 
to  1711. 

Several  other  Pecks  came  here  from  Rehoboth  ;  namely,  John  and  Elisha,  brothers  of  Heze- 
kiah; Daniel  and  Ichabod,  sons  of  Jathuiel,  who  was  the  son  of  Joseph,-  1st,  who  came  to 
Rehol)oth  from  Hingham,  Mass.,  and  probably  to  that  place  from  Hingham,  England. 

Read,  Daniel,  came  from  Rehoboth  about  1716,  with  five  children,  Beriah,  Ichabod,  Han- 
nab,  Abigail,  Esther  (Daniel   died  infant).  1707  to  1713.    His  tirst  wife  was   Elizabeth  Bos- 


1  It  is  said  that  a  brother  came  with  him  to  this  counti'y,  and  settled  in  one  of  the  Southern  States. 

2  Mr.  Joseph  Peck  and  Mr.  Robert  Peck  were  admitted  freemen  of  Massachusetts  thirteenth  March, 
1638-39.  Robert  was  ordained  teacher  at  Hingham,  eighth  November,  1638,  and  twenty-seventh  Octo- 
ber, 1641,  returned  to  England  with  his  family.  Joseph's  name  appears  on  the  Rehoboth  records, 
April  9,  1645.    On  his  way  from  Hingham  the  following  accident  befell  him  :  — 

1645, 1.  25.  "Another  strange  accident  happened  by  Are  about  this  time.  One  Mr.  Peck  and  thi-ee 
others  of  Hingham,  being  about  with  others  to  remove  to  Seaconk,  (which  was  concluded  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Uniteil  Colonies  to  belong  to  Plymouth,)  riding  thither,  they  sheltered  themselves 
and  their  horses  in  an  Indian  wigwam,  which  by  some  occasion  took  lire,  and  (although  they  were  all 
four  in  it,  and  labored  to  their  utmost,  &c.)  burnt  three  of  their  horses  to  death,  and  all  their  goods  to 
the  value  of  50  pounds." 

One  John  Peck  was  in  Rehohoth  as  early  as  twenty-ninth  March,  1645.    (  Win.  Jour.  II,  216.) 
Nicholas,  John,  Joseph,  Jr.,  are  supposed  to  be  sons  of  Mr.  Joseph,  who  came  with  him  to  Reho- 
both; if  this  supposition  be  true,  then  all  of  the  name  are  descended  from  him. 
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wortli;  his  stH-oiul  was  Eliz.  luc.  Ity  whom  lif  liiid  tiirlit  cliiklrcii :  l):iniol,  Nuab,  Elizabeth, 
Samuel,  Abigail,  Raehel.  Beujainin.  Thaiikliil,  ITIC.  to  lT:U.i 

At  least  two  other  Heads  came  here  from  Itehoboth  — Moses  and  Ezra.  Those  of  this  name 
have  been  very  numerous  in  this  town. 

RiCUAitns.  Ei>WAKi>  and  Nathan,  canie  from  Dedham.  They  were  the  sons  of  John 
Richards,  of  that  town,  and  nephews  of  Col.  Joseph  Richards,  A.M.  and  M.D.,  of  Harvard 
College,  1721.  From  them  are  descended  those  of  that  name  in  this  town.  The  first  in  Dedham 
was  Edward,  who  was  admitted  freeman  in  1(141.     (  Worth in(jtnn"s  Hist.  Ded.) 

Caty.  daughter  of  John  Richards,  of  Dedham,  born  May  27,  17G0,  married  Jabez  Gay,  of 
Attleborough.  December  7,  1780.  Abigail,  born  September  18,  1704,  married  Obed  Robinson, 
of  Attleborough,  December  19,  1780.     (.S'ee  liichards'  Genealogn,  ch.  G.  p.  119.) 

Richardson,  Stkpiiex,  John,  William,  Sktii,  brothers,  came  to  Attleborough  from 
Woburn.  about  1712.  Seth  married  Mary  Brown.  Ilis  children  were  Stephen,  Seth  (died), 
Mary.  Abigail,  Sarah,  Seth,  Phebe.  1714  to  1725. 

Several  others  also  came  to  this  town:  Timothy,  Francis,  etc.  Ezekiel  Richanison,  freeman 
of  Massachusetts  18th  May,  1081;  Samuel,  2d  May,  1038. 

Rf)BiN>;ON.'-  Six  of  this  name  came  to  Attleborough  from  Rehobuth:  namely,  Nathaniel, 
Noah.  John,  Timothy,  Sanuiel,  Ebenezer.  They  were  descendants  of  George  Robinson,  1st,  of 
Rehoboth,  whose  name  is  on  our  list  of  purchasers.  He  married  Joanna  Ingraham,  18th  4  mo. 
1651. 

Nathanikl  marrieil  Zilpha,  third  daughter  of  Dea.  John  Daggett,  .Inly  18,  1721;  had  nine 
children:  Nathan,  Nathaniel,  George,  Zil|)ha,  Elizabeth,  Elihu,  Amos,  Abigail,  Margaret.  1722 
to  1739. 

Noah  married  Patience,  fourth  daughter  of  Dea.  John  Daggett,  1st,  Oct.  4,  1722;  had  seven 
children  :  Zephaniah,  Mary,  Elijah,  William,  Iluldah,  Enoch,  Comfort,  1723  to  1740. 
John  married  TbanUlul  Newell,  and  had  several  descendants. 
Timothy  married  Elizabeth  (or  Eliza)  Grant. 

Samckl  married  Mary  Cooper  for  his  tirst  wife,  and  Mary  Ide  for  his  second  wife. 
Ebp:nf.zku  married  Elizabeth  Read,  and  had  eight  children:  Mehetable,  Sarah.  Ebenezer, 
Samuel,  Elizabeth,  Ezekiel,  Dan,  Martha,  1721  to  ll^ti. 

Staxlky,  Thomas,  Nathamkl,  Joskimi,  Samukl,  JacoI!,  John,  came  from  Toiislield, 
Ma^s.,  and  settled  near  the  Falls.  The  last  three  were  broTters.  Thomas  and  Samuel  were 
here  in  1707;  Jacob  came  about  1717. 

Thomas  married  Mary  Gould,  had  twelve  children  :  Thomas,  Mary,  Phebe,  Nathaniel,  Samuel, 
Daniel,  David  (died  infant),  Martha,  William,  Abigail,  Priscilla,  David. 

Jacob  married  Elizabeth  Guild.  His  children  were  Jacob,  Hcnjamin,  Elizabeth  (died  infant  |, 
Deborah,  Jonathan,  Elizal)eth.  Solomon,  Abigail. 

Nathamkl  married  Sarah  Blackinton.  His  children  were  Serviah,  Sarah,  llepzibelli.  Abner, 
Amy,  Sibula,  Israil,  Penticost,  Anne,  Nathaniel,  1721  to  1744. 

StaUKKY,  AXDUKW.came  hen;  about  1708.  His  lirst  wife  was  Mehitable  Waite,  by  whom 
he  had  two  chililren  :  Mehilable,  born  May,  1709;  John,  born  July,  1712.  His  seeontl  wife  wa.s 
Catharine,  daughter  of  Alexander  Uolkcom,  by  whom  he  h:id  three  children  :  .lemiina,  Amlrew. 
Thomas,  1722  to  \7X\.     Andrew.  Sr.,  died  10th  .Vngust,  1740. 

SWEKT,  Hknicy,  was  here  about  1090.  had  live  children :  John,  Philip  (died  infant ),  ThomaH^ 
Mif-hael  (<lied  infant),  Dorothy.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest,  if  not  the  lirsl  of  that  name.  He 
died  Htii  December,  1704.     Probably  a  descendant  of  John,  admitted  fn-i-man,  1041. 

S\VKKTLAX1>,  John,  i-ame  from  Marblehead.  with  several  others  of  that  n:une.     Three  of  his 
children  were  Henjamin.  Deborah,  Sanmel,   1703  to   1711.     He  dieil  9th  June.    1711.     Sanniel 
Sweetland  was  married  to  Elizabeih  Uradford.  Dec.  14,  1749,  by  Rev.  Habijah  WeM. 
TITU.S,  RoiJKKT,  — the  lir-fof  the  name  in  Ibis  country,  —  came  from  We>  month  in  Kill,  one 


'  Thomns  Rend,  ttdinllKid  freiMiuiii  of  MiisHttclniBCttH,  April  1,  UCU  .  .IdIiii,  ililrlcenlli  May.  1(140; 
Wlllliiin,  fourU-eiilh  Meceinlier,  KBs;  KKdriiH,  necond  .Iiuie,  KUI.  .John  iiiul  Tlionian  (perhaps  M<inn  of 
Joliiij  HCttlcil  In  Ueliolioth,  iiml  were  the  ancestorH  of  the  nuinennis  profteny  of  Heads  In  that  town 
and  Atllel.orou;;h. 

JWllllaii)  UohliiHon,  freeman  of  MaHBaclnmettH  at  Snleiii,  JTth  Dcccnilier,  U'Al,  .lohn.M  .June,  KMl. 
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of  the  first  settlers  of  Rehoboth.  He  removed  to  Long  Island  with  his  family,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  oldest  son,  John,  who  remained  in  Rehoboth,  and  who  subsequently  came  to  this 
town,  he  being  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  North  Purchase.  His  four  sous,  John,  Jr.,  Silas, 
Samuel,  and  Joseph,  settled  here,  and  for  several  generations  the  family  was  quite  numerous 
both  here  and  in  Rehoboth. 

Tyler.  Ebexezer,  had  nine  children:  Ebenezer,  Elizabeth,  Phebe,  Catharine,  Hannah 
(died),  John,  Hannah,  William.  Job,  1714  to  1731.1    job  settled  in  Ashford,  Conn. 

Samuel  married  Mary  Caprou,  had  eleven  children:  Mary  (died),  Samuel  (died),  3Ioses, 
Samuel,  Mary,  Xathan,  Huldah,  Habijah  and  Elizabeth, —twins, —  Ebenezer,  Benjamin  (died). 

John  married  Xancy  (Xanne)  Thacher,  daughter  of  Rev.  Peter  Thacher.  His  son  .John,  Jr., 
removed  to  Harford,  Penn.,  in  179i.  His  grandson,  the  son  of  John,  Jr.,  is  the  Rev.  William 
S.  Tyler,  Professor  of  Greek  in  Amherst  College,  a  man  of  marked  ability  and  extended  learn- 
ing, and  having  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  classical  scholars  of  the  age. 

WiLKixsox,  John,  came  here  about  1700;  married  Rachel  Fales.  His  children  were  eight 
in  number;  namely,  John,  Joseph,  Rachel,  Mary,  Hepzibeth,  Abigail,  Sarah,  Hannah.  1702  to 
1723.  He  purchased  Capt.  Wiilett's  share  in  the  undivided  lands,  probably  of  his  sou  Andrew 
Willett.     He  died  24th  Jan.  1724-2.5. 

John  Wilkinson,  Maiden,  died  Dec  1675.  —  Far.  Reg. 

WiLMARTH,  Thomas,- came  to  Attleborough  about  1708, —  married  Deborah  Peck  — had 
seven  childreu  :  Mary,  Thomas,  Deborah,  Elizabeth,  Anne,  Ebenezer,  Eliphalet,  1709  to  1728. 

Several  other  Wilmarths  came  from  that  town :  Samuel,  —  son  of  Thomas  2d,  of  Rehoboth  — 
Jonathan.  Xathan,  Stephen,  —  sons  of  Jonathan  of  that  place  —  Daniel,  etc. 

The  Deaues  came  from  Taunton,  Ellises,  Drapers,  etc.,  from  Dedham,  subsequent  to  1730. 

It  is  not  expected  that  the  foregoing  list  includes  all  who  came  previous  to  that  period.  The 
names  of  the  original  ancestors  of  some  could  not  be  ascertained. 

The  following  list  of  names,  etc.,  is  here  printed  exactly  as  it  was  in  the  first  edition  of  this 
History.  Wliile  it  was  doubtless  a  matter  of  curiosity  to  some  at  the  time  it  was  prepared,  it 
will  at  this  time  be  much  more  of  a  curiosity  to  many,  and  is  therefore  given.  " 

LIST    OF  THE   NAMES  OF  PERSONS  NOW   IN  TOWN,   WITH  THE  NUMBER  OF  EACH   NAME 
AFFIXED,  TAKEN  FROM   THE  TAX  LIST  OF  1832. 

A.  Albey  1  — Alger  2  — Aldrich  1  — Allen  8  — Alexander  1  — Arnold  3  — Atherton  2  — 
Alwell  1. 

B.  Babcock  3  — Bacon  2  — Barrows  8  — Bates  6  — Bailey  1  — Baldwin  1  — Bishop  3  — 
Blake  1  —  Blackington  9  — Blackwell  1  — Blanchard  1— Blanding  4  — Bliss  5  — Bolkcom  8  — 
Bosworth  1  —  Bourne  1  —  Bo  wen  5  —  Bragg  2  —  Briggs  7  —  Brown  4  —  Bruce  1  —  Bullock  2. , 

C.  Capron  11  —  Cargill  1  —  Carpenter  14  —  Chace  2  —  Chandler  1  —  Cheever  1  —  Chickering 
1  —  Claflin  14  —  Clark  2  —  Clayes  1  —  Clinlock  Mc.  1  —  Cobb  2  —  Codding  3  —  Cole  2  —  Colvin  1 
—  Cook  1  — Cooper  3  —  Cornell  2  —  Crocker  1  —  Crowningshield  1 —  Cutting  1  —  Cummins  5  — 
Cushman  3. 

D.  Daggett  11  —  Dart  1  —  Day  2  —  Davis  1  —  Deane  11  —  Derry  1  —  Dodge  2  —  Draper  17  — 
Drake  2 — Dunham  2. 

E.  Earl  1  —  Eddy  1  —  Eldridge  3  —  Ellis  3  —  Everett,  4. 

P.  Fales  1  — Fairbrother  2  — Field  3  — Fisher  6— Follet  2  — Forbush  1  —  Foster  6  — 
Franklin  1  —  Freeman  7  —  French  7  —  Frost  1  —  Fuller  21  —  Ferguson  1  —  Furthington  1. 

G.  Gardner  2— Gay  1  — George  2  — Gilbert  1  — Giles  1  —  Goflf  1  —  Grant  3  — Green  3  — 
Guild  2. 


1  Tyler,  Abraham,  Haverhill,  1650,  died  the  sixth  of  May,  1673.  Job,  Andover,  1653,  had  a  son  Moses 
who  died,  17-27,  aged  eighty-five,  having  had  ton  sons.    Nathaniel,  Lynn,  1642.  —  Fur.  Reg. 

There  was  a  Kev.  William  Tyler,  a  native  of  Attleborough,  and  son  of  a  Colonel  Tyler,  who  removed 
to  Pawtucket.  There  was  one  Hannah  Tyler,  who  married  General  Natlianiel  Guild,  October  1, 1810. 
She  was  born  in  1789,' and  died  August  19,  1825;  resided  in  Deduam.  The  names  of  Ebenezer  and 
Samuel  Tyler  are  found  on  a  jury  in  Rehoboth,  October  3,  1684. 

=  Grandson  of  Thomas  Wllmarth,  Sr.,  who  came  into  Rehoboth  as  early  as  March  28, 1645,  with  his 
wife  and  children.    This  name  was  anciently  spelt  Wilmot. 
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H.  Hall  4  — Hamar  1  — Ilarknes?;  1— Harris  2  — Hatch  4— Haveu  -J  — Hay  ward  1  — Hicks 
1  _  Hitchcock  1  —  Holmaii  3  —  Holmes  7  —  Horr  -2  —  Horton  1  —  Hunt  2  —  Huntress  1. 

1.     hie  ti—  luiialls  1  —  Ingraham  4. 

J.    Jackson  2  —  Jewstt  2  —  Jillsou  5  —  Jones  1. 

K.    Kent  1  —  Kempton  2  —  Knowle.s  1. 

Ij.    Lane  1  —  Latham  1  —  Lathrop  1  —  Lavery  1  —  Lee  1  —  Lewis  1  —  Lindsey  3. 

M.    Mann  1  —Martin  G  — Mason  3  — May  3  — Metcalf  1  —More  3— Morse  G  —  Morey  1. 

N.    Newell  4  —  Newman  1. 

P.  Paine  3  —  Parmenter  3  — Peck  (i  — Perry  5  — Piilge  2  — Pierce  3  — Pike  5  — Phillip  1  — 
Pond  1  —  Price  3. 

R.  Read  9  —  Richards  22  — Richardson  15  —  Riley  1  —  Rhodes  2  —  Rul)insun  9— Rogers  1  — 
Rounds  1. 

S.  Sanford  2  —  Savery  1  —  Shaw  3  — Sheldon  1  — Shepard  1  —  Shcpardson  1  —  Skinner  1 
Slack  3  — Smith  1  —  Sprague  1  — Stanley  13  — Starkey  3  — Stearns  1— strartord  1— Stratton  1 
Streeter  1  —  Swan  1  —  Sweet  6. 

T.  Thacher  2  — Thayer  3— Thurber  2  — Tittany  2  — Tirft  3  — Tingley  2  — Titus  2  — Towne 
3_Tripp  3  — Tucker  1— Turner  1  — Tyler  1. 

W.  Walker  1  —  Walton  1  —  Walcot  3  —  Warner  1  —  Welman  4—  Westcot  2  —  Wheeler  1  — 
Whipple  3  — Whiting  4— White  7- Wilder  2  -  Williams  «— Wilniarth  11— Witherell  4  — 
Withington  2  —  AVoodcock  2  —  Wood  3  —  Worsely  1  —  Wright  1. 

There  are  about  200  ditterent  names  (surnames)  on  the  List,  and  (JIS  different  persons.  There 
are,  of  course.  st)me  other  names  in  town  which  are  not  in  the  assessor's  Rates;  but  the  above 
catalogue  include."  the  most  of  them.  These  items,  indiflfercnt  to  some,  may  be  curiosities 
to  others. 

LIST  OK   REPRKSKXTATIVES 

From  the  Incorporation  in  1G94  to  the  Division  in  1S87.    Elections  at  first,  and  lur  many  years, 
were  in  Mav,  unless  otherwise  designated.    At  present  they  are  in  November. 


1709.'  David  Freeman. 

1710.  David  Freeman. 

1711.  David  Freeman. 

1712.  Capt.  Jo>eph  Brown.- 

1713.  Mr.  David  Freeman, 
Lieut.  Nicholas  Ide.'* 

1714.  Lieut.  Nicholas  Iile. 

1715.  David  Frceuuui. 

1716.  David  Freeman. 

1717.  David  Freeman. 

1718.  David  Freeman. 

1719.  Jeremiah  Wiiipple. 

1720.  Dea.  John  Daggett, 
David  l"'reeinan.^ 

17J1.  l>a\  ill  Freeman. 

1722.  AV>  one  irould  arrept. 

1723.  Ciipt.  John  Foster. 

1724.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Carpenter. 

1725.  Capt.  John  Foster. 
172fi.  Capl.  Joseph  Brown. 
1727.  ("apt.  Jose|>h  Brown. 


1728. 
1729. 
1730. 
1731. 
1732. 
1733. 
1734. 
1735. 
1736. 
1737. 


173s. 
1739. 
1740. 
1741. 
1742. 
174.3. 


Capt.  Joseph  Brown. 
Mr.  NathaJiiel  Carpenter. 
Capt.  John  Foster. 
Capt.  John  Foster. 
Capt.  John  Foster. 
Nathaniel  Carpenter. 
Sent  an  pycuse. 
Nathaniel  Carpenter, 
Capt.  Mayhew  Daggett. 
John  Kiiliinxm. 
Capt.  Mayhew  Daggett, 
John  Foster.  Ks.].. 
Timothy  Tingley, 
Sanuiel  Tyler, 
Ahasel  Read, 
•lohn  I'^oster.  l^sq. 
John  Holiliin-. 
John  Koliliins. 
Capt.  .Mayhew  Daggett. 
Capt.  Mayhew  Daggett. 
Maj.  .lohn  Foster. 


'The  render  will  perceive  lliiil  no  reprertenUillvc  was  clio^^eii  ilmliijc  the  llrrtl  roui'lueii  years  after 
the  liicori'onillnii.     'J'lie  reiisuii  Is  (flveii  In  the  extracts  from  the  low  ii  rei'i»rcls,  piiKCs  SS,  85». 

'Son  of  Mr.  .John  Hrovrn  of  Kcliohoth,  —  w(!ll  known  In  tlw  history  of  the  Old  Colony —came  here 
aliont  1709  from  KbiKHton,  K.  I.,  to  wlileh  place  he  had  renioveil  about  I7(fj.     In  ihls  llxl  the  tillet  j^en- 
crally  ^\\cn  a<-cordlnK  tn  the  riiMiom  of  the  iluies  are  retained,  as  they  appear  uu  record. 
Nov.  1713.        «Jnnei;2i'. 
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1744.  Capt.  May  hew  Daggett. 

1745.  Capt.  Samuel  Tyler. 
1740.  Perez  Bradford.  Esq., 

Capt.  May  hew  Daggett. i 

1747.  Capt.  Samuel  Tyler. 

1748.  Capt.  Samuel  Tyler. 

1749.  Capt.  Samuel  Tyler. 

1750.  Benjamin  Day. 

1751.  Benjamin  Day. 

1752.  Benjamin  Day. 

1753.  Benjamin  Day. 

1754.  Name  not  on  record. 

1755.  Name  not  on  record. 

1756.  Lieut.  Josiab  Maxcy. 

1757.  Lieut.  Josiah  Maxcy. 

1758.  Lieut.  Josiah  Maxcy. 

1759.  Dea.  Benjamin  Day. 

1760.  Japhesh  Bicknell. 

1761.  Stephen  Fuller. 

1762.  Stephen  Fuller,  Esq. 

1763.  Stephen  Fuller,  Esq. 

1764.  Dea.  Ebenezer  Lane. 

1765.  Dea.  Ebenezer  Lane. 

1766.  Dea.  Ebenezer  Lane. 

1767.  Dea.  El)enezer  Lane. 

1768.  John  Daggett. 

1769.  John  Daggett. 

1770.  John  Daggett. 

1771.  -John  Daggett. 

1772.  John  Daggett. 

1773.  Capt.  John  Daggett. 

1774.  Capt.  John  Daggett. 

1775.  Capt.  John  Daggett. 

1776.  Capt.  John  Stearns. 

1777.  Capt.  John  Stearns, 
William  Stanley. 

1778.  Capt.  Elisha  May. 

1779.  Capt.  Elisha  May. 

1780.  Capt.  Elisha  May, 
John  Daggett. 

1781.  Elisha  May. 

1782.  Name  not  found. 

1783.  Col.  Stephen  Richardson. 

1784.  Elisha  May,  Esq. 

1785.  Col.  Stephen  Richardson. 

1786.  Capt.  Ebenezer  Tyler. 

1787.  William  Stanley. 

1788.  Elisha  May.  Esq. 

1789.  Capt.  Caleb  Richardson. 

1790.  Maj.  Ebenezer  Tyler. 

1791.  Elisha  May,  Esq. 

1792.  Maj.  Ebenezer  Tyler. 

1793.  Elisha  May,  Esq. 

1794.  Elisha  May,  Esq. 


1795. 
1796. 
1797. 
1798. 
1799. 
1800. 
1801. 
1802. 
1803. 
1804. 
1805. 
1806. 
1807. 
1808. 
1809. 
1810. 
1811. 


1812. 


1813. 


1814. 

1815. 
1816. 
1817. 
1818. 
1819. 
1820. 
1821. 
1822. 
1823. 
1824. 
1825. 
1826. 
1827. 


1828. 

1829. 
1830. 
1831. 
1832. 
1833. 
1834. 
1835. 
1836. 


Elisha  May,  Esq. 
Elisha  May,  Esq. 
Elisha  May,  Esq. 
Elisha  May,  Esq. 
Col.  Ebenezer  Tyler. 
Elisha  May,  Esq. 
Elisha  May,  Esq. 
Maj.  Ebenezer  Tyler. 
Maj.  Ebenezer  Tyler. 
Maj.  Ebenezer  Tyler. 
Ebenezer  Bacon. 
Joel  Read,  Esq. 
Ebenezer  Bacon. 
Joel  Read. 
Joel  Read. 
.Joel  Read. 
Joel  Read, 
.John  Richardson, 
Benjamin  Bolkcom. 
John  Richardson. 
Joel  Read, 
Benjamin  Bolkcom. 
•Joel  Read, 
Benjamin  Bolkcom, 
John  Richardson. 
Capt.  Thomas  French. 
Jabez  Newell. 
Abiathar  Richardson,  Jr. 
Ebenezer  Daggett,  Esq. 
ISent  no  one. 
Sent  no  one. 
Sent  no  one. 
Abiathar  Richardson,  Jr. 
Abiathar  Richardson,  Jr. 
Ebenezer  Daggett,  Esq. 
Ebenezer  Daggett,  Esq. 
Sent  no  one. 
"William  Blackintou. 
William  Blackinton. 
George  Ellis, 
Elkanah  Briggs, 
Abiathar  Richardson,  Jr. 
George  Ellis, 
Elkanah  Briggs,  Esq. 
Elkanah  Briggs,  Esq. 
Elkanah  Briggs,  Esq. 
Abijah  M.  Ide,  Esq. 
Abijah  M.  Ide,  Esq. 
Abijah  M.  Ide,  Esq. 
Abijah  M.  Ide,  Esq. 
David  E.  Holman. 
John  Daggett, 
David  E.  Holman, 
Lemuel  Mav. 


"  July  22d,  1746,  owing  to  Bradford's  death. 
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1838.  John  Daggett. 

1839.  Carlos  Barrows, 
Jonathan  Bliss, 
John  Daggett. 

-  1840.    Carlos  Barrows, 
Jonathan  Bliss. 
1S41.     Willanl  Bhu-kinton, 
Artenias  Stanley. 

1842.  Artenias  Stanley, 
■\Villiani  Blackinton. 

1843.  Daniel  Wihnartli, 
Calvin  Richards. 

1844.  Lenniel  May, 
Forrest  Foster. 

1845.  Leiniu-1  May, 
Forrest  Foster. 

1846.  George  Bacon, 
Harvey  Claflin. 

1847.  George  Bacon, 
Harvey  Clatlin. 

1848.  Xone  sent. 

1849.  George  D.  Hatch, 
Samuel  Carpenter. 

1850.  George  D.  Hatch, 
Samuel  Carpenter. 

1851.  Lyman  W.  Daggett. 

1852.  Lyman  \V.  Daggett. 

1853.  Lyman  W.  Daggett. 

1854.  No7ie  sent. 

1855.  Charles  Cravens. 

1856.  Elkanali  Briggs. 

1857.  Hervey  >L  Ricliards. 

1858.  Horatio  N.  Richardson, 
William  W.  Blodgett. 

1859.  None  sent. 

1860.  George  I).  Hatch, 
Elisha  Wilmarth. 


1861.  (iardncr  C.Hodges. 

1862.  William  D.  Earl, 
Ezekiel  Bates. 

1863.  Horatio  N.  Richardson, 
John  Thompson. 

1864.  Handel  N.  Daggett, 
Mina  B.  Daggett. 

1865.  Henry  K.  W.  Allen, 
Ira  N.  Conant. 

1866.  .John  Daggett, 
Edmund  Ira  Richards. 

1867.  Joseph  A.  Perry. 

1868.  Willard  Bla.kinton. 

1869.  Joseph  D.  Pierce. 

1870.  Gardner  C.  Wright. 

1871.  John  T.  Bates. 

1872.  Obed  C.  Turner. 

1873.  Edward  Sanford. 

1874.  Samuel  S.  (iinnodo. 

1875.  Felix  G.  Whitney. 

1876.  Henry  C.  Read. 

1877.  George  Asa  Dean. 

1878.  George  Price, 
Abijah  T.  Wales. 

1879.  John  Stanley. 

1880.  Edwin  J.  Horton. 

1881.  (icorge  N.  Crandall, 
Burrill  Porter,  Jr. 

1882.  John  Whitchill. 

1883.  John  Whitchill. 

1884.  Handel  N.  Daggett, 
(ieorge  A.  Adams. 

1885.  George  A.  Adams. 

1886.  Frank  I.  Barden. 

1887.  Thomas  G.  Sandland, 
Abijah  T.  Wales. 


MST  OK   SKNAlOltS. 

This  li»t  is  taken  from  the  books  of  Senate  Records  in  the  Statu  House  at  Boston,  Upon  the 
tjrst  page  of  the  first  h(j()k  it  is  stated  that  the  following  records  nslate  to  actions  of  the  General 
Court  "  began  and  held  at  Boston,  the  25th  day  of  Oc,tol)er,  17sO,  licing  the  lirst  silting  of  the 
General  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts." 

17H,5-80.     Elisha  May,  Esij.  by  4.*«j  votes. 

1790  to  1803,'  Elisha  May.  Es«|.  by  a  large  majority. 
1831-32.     Ebenezer  Daggett.  1869. 

1838.  Lemuel  May,  1,S63. 

WiO.  John  Da^'geft,  ISdJ. 

J851.  Lynimi  W.  Dean,  l,s(;6. 

1853.  Willard  Biackinton.  1876. 


Homer  'S\.  Da-gett, 
H(!rvcy  M.  Iviehards 
Abijah  M.  Id-'. 
Ja.ob  Ide, 
Sanmel  S.  (iinnodo, 


1884.    Frederick  L.  Burden. 


'  Upon  the  town  bookH,  for  nine  of  thcHe  years  Mr.  May  Is  cnllcd  n  reprcsciiUitlve,  — an  error  <louht- 
leH9  of  the  town  clerk.  IIU  name  wa-  found  on  the  Scnulc  rcconis  for  each  of  the  above  inculloned 
years,  with  the  nnmljer  of  voK-b  liy  wlilrli  he  was  elected.—  Kditok. 
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1697 1-98.  Anthony  Sprague. 

1699.  Daniel  Jencks. 

1700-1.  Anthony  Sprague. 

1702.  Joseph  Ingraham. 

1703-4.  Anthony  Sprague. 

1705.  John  Follett. 

1706.  Name  not  given.  Probably  Follett. 

1707.  .John  Follett. 
170S.  James  Brown. 
1709-12.  John  Follett. 
171.3-19.  Xoah  Carpenter. 
1720-22.  Probably  same. 
1723-3'4.  Thomas  Stanley. 
1735-40.  Thomas  Wilmarth. 
1741-46.  .Jacob  Newell. 
1747.  Thomas  Wilmarth. 
174S-.50.  -John  Robbius,  Jr. 
1751-52.  Name  not  found. 
1753-54.  Benjamin  Day. 

1755.  .Jacob  Xewell. 

1756.  John  Bobbins,  Jr. 
1757-58.  Stephen  Fuller. 
1759-62.  John  Roljbins,  Jr. 
1763-65.  Stephen  Fuller. 
1760-67.  Henry  Sweet. 
1768-70.  Jacob  Ide. 

1771.  Henry  Sweet. 

1772.  .Jacob  Ide. 
1773-77.  Elisha  May. 
1778.  John  Wilkinson. 
1779-80.  Col.  Elisha  May. 

1781.  Col.  John  Daggett. 

1782.  Ebeuezer  Tyler. 

1783.  Elisha  May. 

1784.  Stephen  Richardson. 
1785-86.  Ebeuezer  Tyler. 
1787.  Caleb  Richardson. 
1788-89.  Ebeuezer  Tyler. 

1790.  Caleb  Richardson. 

1791.  Ebenezer  Tyler. 

1792.  Ebenezer  Bacon. 

1793.  Abiathar  Richardson. 

1794.  Ebenezer  Bacon. 

1795.  Jacob  Ide. 

1796.  Abiathar  Richardson. 


1797-98. 

Jacob  Ide. 

1799. 

Abiathar  Richardson. 

1800-1. 

Ebenezer  Bacon. 

1802. 

Abiathar  Richardson. 

1803-4. 

Ebenezer  Bacon. 

1805. 

Ebenezer  Daggett. 

1806. 

John  Richardson,  .Jr. 

1807. 

Ebeuezer  Bacon. 

1808. 

Ebenezer  Daggett. 

1809. 

Joel  Read. 

1810. 

.John  Richardson,  Jr. 

1811. 

Thomas  French. 

1812. 

Joel  Read. 

1813. 

John  Richardson. 

1814. 

.Joab  Daggett. 

1815. 

Amos  Ide. 

1816. 

Lemuel  3Iay. 

1817. 

Eljenezer  Daggett. 

1818. 

Samuel  Draper. 

1819. 

Lemuel  May. 

1820. 

Ebenezer  Daggett. 

1821. 

Wm.  Blackiiigton.^ 

1822. 

Jacob  Ide. 

1823. 

Ebenezer  Daggett. 

1824. 

Wm.  Blackiugton. 

1825. 

Samuel  Cushman. 

1826. 

Elkanah  Briggs. 

1827. 

Ellis  Blackiugton. 

1828. 

Samuel  Cushman. 

1829. 

Elkanah  Briggs. 

Artemas  Sta  nley  from 

March  pro 

tern. 

1830. 

Ellis  Blackington. 

1831. 

Samuel  Cushman. 

1832. 

Elkanah  Briggs. 

1833. 

Ellis  Blackinton. 

1834. 

Lemuel  May. 

1835. 

David  E.  Holman. 

1836. 

Elihu  Daggett. 

1837. 

Lemuel  May. 

1838. 

Moses  Wilmarth. 

1839. 

George  B.  Richards. 

1840. 

Hartford  Ide. 

1841. 

Willard  Blackinton. 

1842. 

Calvin  Richards. 

•  1697  is  the  first  year  in  ■which  the  record  of  a  town  clerk's  name  was  found.  For  the  preceding 
year  — 1696  — it  is  stated  on  the  book  that  one  Mr.  Henery  Dorons  or  Derens,  was  "Clark  to  the  House 
of  Representatives."  There  is  much  irregularity  in  the  early  records,  the  minutes  of  the  town 
meetings  being  copied  here  and  there  wherever  space  was  found  on  the  books,  the  chief  aim  being 
apparently  to  utilize  every  line  of  every  page.  Considerable  difficulty  was  therefore  encountered  in 
trying  to  find  the  records  of  the  annual  meetings,  and  elections  of  officers.  Records  and  minutes 
were  copied  by  both  selectmen  and  clerks,  and  as  the  latter  was  always  one  of  the  selectmen,  the 
difficulty  was  for  that  reason  increased.  —  Editor. 

2  Name  fi'equently  so  spelt  up  to  a  somewhat  recent  date. 
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1S43.  Lemuel  May. 

1844.  Harvey  Clafliu. 

1845.  George  Baion. 
184(J.  Hartfonl  Idc. 
1847.  Willard  Blackintou. 
1848-51.  Hanilel  X.  Daggett. 
185"J-53.  Lyman  W.  Daggett. 
1854.  Ward  D.  Cotton. 

1(;9(). 
Israil  Woodcock, 
Thomas  Tingley, 
Samuel  Titus. 

1697. 
Antboiiy  Sprague, 
Mr.  .Julin  Woodcock. 
Daniel  .Jencks, 
Jonathan  Fuller, 
Thomas  Tiugley. 

1G98. 
Ai^hony  Sprague, 
Jonathan  Fuller, 
Daniel  Sheppesou. 
Thomas  Tiugley, 
Daniel  Jencks. 

10«». 
Mr.  John  Woodcock, 
Ni<'holas  Ide, 
Jolm  Lane, 
Daniel  Jencks. 

1700-1. 
Anthony  Sprague, 
Jonathan  Fuller, 
Thomas  Tingley, 
Daniel  Jencks. 

1702. 
Jos»-ph  Ingraham, 
Tiiomas  Tingley, 
Daniel  .Jencks, 
'liMiathan  Fuller. 

1703. 
Anthony  Sprague,-' 
.Jonathan  Fuller. 
TLoniUM  Tingley. 


1855. 

Nat  hi 

in  C.  Luther. 

1850-()2. 

Shep: 

ird  W.  Carpenter. 

1803-04. 

II.  N. 

,  Richardson. 

1865-06. 

Willard  Blackinton. 

1807- 

-72. 

Nathi 

in  C.  Luther. 

1873- 

-86. 

Job  B.  Savery. 

1887. 

1 

John  T.  Bates. 

LIST  or  SKLKCTiMEN 

.2 

1704. 

1713. 

Anthony  Sprague, 

Joseph  Brown, 

Jonathan  Fuller, 

Jeremiah  Whipple. 

Daniel  Jencks. 

Nicholas  Ide, 

1705. 

Thomas  Standley, 

John  Follelt. 

Noah  Carpenter. 

William  Slack, 

1714. 

Jonathan  Fuller. 

Joseph  Brown, 

1706-7. 

John  Follett, 

John  Follett, 

Noah  Carpenter. 

Jonathan  Fuller, 

1715. 

Thomas  Tingley. 

Joseph  Brown, 

1708. 

Noah  Carpenter, 

John  Denison, 

Jeremiah  Whipple. 

Nicholas  Ide, 

Thomas  Tingley, 

He/.ekiah  I'eck, 

John  Follett. 

James  Brown. 

1716. 

1709. 

Deacon  Daggett. 

John  Follett. 

Ilezekiah  Beck, 

Nicholas  Ide, 

John  French, 

Jonathan  Fuller, 

Thomas  Staidey, 

1710. 

John  Foster, 

John  Follett. 

Noah  Carpenter. 

Lieut.  Nicholas  Ide, 

1717-18. 

Ilezekiah  I'eck. 

-John  Foster, 

1711. 

Thomas  Stanley. 

John  Follett, 

Ilezekiah  Beck. 

Jonathan  Fuller, 

Noah  Carpenter, 

John  French. 

Thon)a>  Tingley. 

171:i. 

17111. 

Joseph  Broun, 

John  Fo>ter, 

Thomas  Tingley, 

John  Lounl. 

John  Follett. 

Jeremiah  Whipjilc 

Jonathan  Fiillir, 

Daniel  I'cck. 

John  I'"rench. 

Noah  Carpenter. 

'  Mr.  HatCH  wub  elected  to  tlic  olUce  after  llie  deiilli  of  Mr.  Savory,  In  Octolier,  1SW5,  and  was 
reelecled  iil  the  next  annual  ineellnK  In  Mar<'li,  18S7.     |."^tlll  i-ontlnue?-.  • 

'Tills  list  Jh  no(  complete,  anri  Is  prohalily  In  Monie  liistaiiceN  Incorrect,  liecanse  II  was  l)n|)()st>ll)lo  to 
ilnd  the  nanicH  of  the  full  hoanN  of  selccinien  as  tlicy  were  elected,  they  not  lieliin  alwayi-  fully 
recorded.  It  was  also  difUciilt  to  dctcriidne  w  Uh  a(;<;uracy  who  tliey  were  for  each  year,  from  the 
nuliHC<nient  recordH,  as  they  fre(|iiently  made  entries  upon  the  hookb  under  their  HlKnatiires  after  their 
terms  of  olllce  apparently  bIiouUI  have  expired.  K<)r  the  year  KJit*)  they  were  callol  asHessorn  only, 
anil  hut  three  nnmcH  were  found.—  Kinnm. 

^  For  a  lonjc  period,  four  or  (Ivo  —  Inclndlnn  the  elerk  —  wci-c  chosen.  When  hul  tlii'ee  appear  the 
numlier  Is  ln<-oniplete,  the  others  not  lielnjf  found.     Occasionally  the  lio.'ird  nnnihered  six.  —  KlUTOlt. 
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1720. 
Benj.  Crabtree, 
Jobu  Freuch, 
Eu.  Dau.  Read, 
Johu  Loiint, 
Elisha  Peck, 
Xoah  Carpenter  (Prob.)- 

1721. 
Probably  the  same,  or 
Noah  Carpenter, 
John  Foster. 
•Jeremiah  Whipple, 
Thonia.s  Tingley. 

1722. 

Noah  Carpenter, 
Thomas  Stanley, 
Daniel  Peck, 
Johu  Fuller, 
John  Foster. 

1723. 
Hezekiah  Peck, 
Thomas  Tingley, 
John  Fuller, 
John  Foster, 
Thomas  Stanley. 

1724. 
Capt.  John  Foster, 
Noah  Carpenter, 
Capt.  Dan'l  Read, 
Benjamin  Crabtree, 
Thomas  Stanley, 
(Samuel  Tyler?) 

1725. 
Mr.  Benj.  Crabtree, 
Capt.  Brown, 
M""  Anthony  Sprague, 
Job  Bartlett, 
Thomas  Stanley. 

1726-27. 
Mr.  Noah  Carpenter, 
Capt.  Foster, 
Capt.  Read, 
Samuel  Day, 
Thomas  Stanley. 

1728. 
Deacon  Daggett, 
John  Robins, 
Samuel  Tyler, 
Thomas  Willmarth, 


En.  Timothy  Tingley, 
Thomas  Stanley. 

1729. 
Dea.  Mayhew  Daggett, 
Mr.  -John  French, 
Penticost  Blackiiiton, 
Thomas  Willmarth, 
Thomas  Stanley. 

1730. 
Samuel  Bishop, 
Deacon  Daggett, 
Mr.  Noah  Cai'penter, 
Thomas  Wilmarth, 
Thomas  Stanley. 

1731. 
Benj.  Day, 
James  Sweetland, 
Dea.  Mayhew  Daggett, 
Thomas  Wilmarth, 
Thomas  Stanley. 

1732. 
Lieut.  Samuel  Tyler, 
Mayhew  Daggett, 
Obadiah  Fuller, 
Thomas  Wilmarth, 
Thomas  Stanley. 

17.33. 
•John  French, 
-Beniah  Barrows, 
Thomas  Wilmarth, 
Capt.  Daniel  Read, 
Thomas  Stanley. 

1734. 

Probably  the  same. 
Mr.  Barrovus'  name  - 
was  omitted. 

173.5-3G. 
Capt.  Daniel  Read, 
John  Ide, 
Noah  Carpenter, 
Benajah  Barrows, 
Thomas  Wilmarth. 

1787. 
Jonathan  Fuller, 
John  Ide, 

Lieut.  Samuel  Tyler, 
Capt.  Mayhew  Daggett, 
Thomas  Wilmarth. 


1738. 
Benjamin  Day, 
Lt.  Samuel  Tyler, 
Josiah  Maxcy, 
Capt.  Mayhew  Daggett, 
Thomas  Wilmarth. 

1739. 
Mayhew  Daggett, 
Hezekiah  Peck, 
Benj.  Day, 
Samuel  Tyler, 
Thomas  Wilmarth. 

1740. 
Josiah  Maxcy, 
Eben'r  Robinson, 
Eng.  Timothy  Tingley, 
Capt.  Mayhew  Daggett, 
Thomas  Wilmarth. 

1741.1 
Benjamin  Day, 
Samuel  Tingley, 
Jacob  Newell. 

1742-43. 
Same  as  1741. 

1744. 

Capt.  Tingley, 
Thos.  Wilmarth, 
Benj.  Day, 
Benj.  Wise, 
Jacob  Newell. 

1745. 
Thomas  Wilmarth. 
Benj.  Day, 
Timothy  Tingley, 
Joseph  Bishop, 
Jacob  Newell. 

1746. 
Josiah  Maxcy, 
Thomas  AV^ilniarth, 
Benj.  Day, 
Timothy  Tingley, 
Jacob  Newell. 

1747. 
Timothy  Tingley, 
Samuel  Tyler, 
John  Fisher, 
Ichabod  Ward, 
Thomas  Wilmarth. 


1  Three  overseers  were  chosen  separate  from  the  selectmen.    Three  men  were  al=o  chosen  "  to  sarve 
for  the  preservation  of  Dear.'* 


636 


A   SKETCH  OF   THE 


1T4S. 
Capt.  Timothy  Tiusrley, 
Capt.  Sauuiel  Tyler. 
Obailiah  ('arpenter, 
Thomas  Wilinarth, 
John  Kobbius,  Jr. 

1749. 
Hezekiah  Peck, 
Capt.  Timothy  Tingley, 
Capt.  Samuel  Tyler, 
Thomas  "Wilmarth, 
John  Robbins,  Jr. 

1750. 
Capt.  .Samuel  Tyler, 
Timothy  Tingley, 
Benj.  Day. 
Thomas  M'iimarth, 
John  Robbins.  Jr. 

1751. 
Thomas  Wilmarth, 
Sam'l  Tyler, 
Benj.  Day. 

175-2. 
John  Ide, 
Jacob  Newell. 
Joseph  Caprou. 

1753. 
Benj.  Day, 
Joseph  Capron. 
John  Ide, 
Henery  Sweet, 
Samuel  Tyler. 

1754. 
Benj.  Day, 
John  Stearns, 
Daniel  Wilmarth, 
Jacob  Newell, 
Jonathan  Capron. 

17.55. 
Benj.  Day, 
Daii'l  Wilmarth, 
Josiali  Maxcy, 
John  Da^'^'ett. 
Ja.-ob  N.w.-ll. 

17.')<;. 
John  Itobbiiis.  .Jr., 
Jacob  Newell. 
Daniel  Read. 
DuiiicI  Wilnnirth. 
Ilenrv  Sweet. 


17.")7. 
Alexander  Foster. 
Benj.  Day,  Jr., 
Josiah  ^lax'-y. 

"Willmarth? 

Stephen  Fuller. 

175S. 
Alexander  Foster, 
Japhet  y  Bickuell. 
Stephen  Fuller. 

1759. 
Dea.  Benj.  Day, 

John  Da<rjrett. 
John  Robbins.  Jr. 

17G0. 
Joseph  Bicknell, 
Stephen  B'uller. 
John  Daggett. 
John  RoVtbins,  Jr. 

17G1. 
John  Daggett, 
Dea.  Ebenezer  Lane, 
Stephen  ^■'ulIer, 
John  Rol)bins,  Jr. 

1762. 
Probably  same. 
Sttphcn  Fuller'' s  name 
not  piisitire. 

17C31-64. 
Ebenezer  Lane, 
Justice  John  Daggett, 
Stephen  Fulhjr. 

17G5. 
John  Daggett, 
Mr.  .Jonathan  Day, 
Stephen  Fuller. 

17r,(;. 
Ebenezer  Lane. 
Jonathan  Day, 
Henry  Sweet. 

I7r,7. 
Ensign  .Jacob  Ide. 
Ebenezer  Lane, 
Ifenry  Sweet. 

!7(W. 
John  Daggett, 
Ebenez<-r  Lane, 
Jacob  Ide. 


1769-70. 
Ephraim  Newell, 
Moses  Wilmarth, 
Jacob  Ide. 

1771. 
Ebenezer  Lane. 
Johnathan  Stanley, 
Henry  Sweet. 

1772. 
Moses  Wilmarth, 
Epnraim  Newell, 
Jacob  Ide. 

1773-74. 
Capt.  Jon.  Standley, 
Stephen  Richardson, 
Elisha  May. 

1775. 
Same  as  1773-74. 

177G. 
Elisha  May, 
Calel)  Richardson, 
Dea.  .Ion.  Stanley. 

1777-7S. 
Elisha  May. 
John  Wilkinson, 
Jonathan  Stanley. 

1779-SO. 
Elisha  May, 
Stephen  Richardson, 
l)ea.  Jon.  Stanley. 

1781. 
Col.  Elisha  May, 
Col.  John  Daggett, 
Ebenezer  Tyler. 

1782. 
Lieut.  James  Orne, 
Moses  Wilmarth, 
Ebenezer  Tyler. 

1783. 
Elisha  May, 
Moses  Wilmarth. 
F^benezer  Tyler. 

1TN4. 
Eli-li:i  .Ma\. 
El»enezei'  Tyler. 
Stephen  Richardson. 

1TS5. 
Mr.  .labrz  <ia.\ .  .Iiin.. 
Capt.  Moses  Wiiniarlli. 
Ebenezer  Tvlcr. 


'  From  thl-»  time  on  only  three  Bclcctmeii  appear  to  have  been  elected,  with  two  or  ihrcc  c\(  epilons. 
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1786. 
Capt.  Caleb  Richardsou. 
Mr.  Jabez  Gay,  Jr., 
Eheuezer  Tyler. 

1787. 

John , 

Stephen  Fuller, 
Caleb  Richardson. 

1788-91. 
Elisha  May. 
Ebeuezer  Tyler, 
Calel)  Richardson, 

1792-1800. 
Jacob  Ide, 

Abiatbar  Richardson, 
Ebenr  Bacon  (Maj.). 

1801-2. 
Joel  Read. 
Ebenezer  Bacon, 
Abiatbar  Richurdsou. 

1803-5. 
•Jacob  Ide. 
Ebenezer  Bacon, 
Ebenezer  Daggett. 

180G. 
Joel  Read, 
Eben'r  Daggett. 
John  Richardson,  Jr. 

1807-8. 
Ebenezer  Bacon, 
Eben'r  Daggett, 
Jacob  Ide. 

1809-10. 
Joel  Read,  Esq., 
Capt.  Thomas  French, 
John  Richardson,  Jr. 

1811-12. 
Thomas  French, 
Joel  Read, 
Wm.  Everett. 

1813. 
Joab  Daggett, 
Joel  Read, 
John  Richardson. 


1814. 
Jesse  Richards, 
Amos  Ide, 
Joab  Daggett. 

1815. 
Ebenezer  Daggett, 
Jesse  Richards, 
Amos  Ide. 

181C. 
Ebenr  Daggett, 
Jesse  Richards, 
Lemuel  May. 

1817-20. 
Samuel  Draper, 
Ebenezer  Daggett, 
Lemuel  May. 

1821-23. 
Jacob  Ide, 
Wm.  Blackinton, 
Ebenezer  Daggett. 

1S21. 
AVm.  Blackinton, 
Elkanah  Briggs, 
Sami  Cushman. 

182.5-33. 
Elkanah  Briggs, 
Samuel  Cushman, 
Ellis  Blackinton. 

1834. 
Lemuel  May, 
Elkanah  Briggs, 
Ellis  Blackinton. 

1835. 
Willard  Blackinton, 
Capt.  Elilui  Daggett, 
Lemuel  May, 
David  E.  Holman. 

1830. 
Moses  Wilmarth, 
Lemuel  May, 
Elihu  Daggett. 

1837. 
Moses  Wilmarth, 
Henry  H.  Brown. 
Lemuel  May. 

1838. 
H.  H.  Brown. 
Hartford  Ide, 
Moses  Wilmarth. 


1839. 
George  B.  Richards, 
Moses  Wilmarth, 
Hartford  Ide. 

1840-41. 
George  B.  Richards, 
Hartford  Ide, 
Col.  Willard  Blackinton. 

1842. 
Lemuel  May,  Esq., 
Calvin  Richards, 
Willard  Blackinton. 

1843-44. 
Lemuel  May, 
William  Everett. 

1845-46. 
Harvey  Claflin, 
Hartford  Ide, 
George  Bacon. 
Harvey  Claflin, 

1847. 
Willard  Blackinton, 
George  Bacon, 
Hartford  Ide. 

1848. 
Handel  X.  Daggett, 
Hartford  Ide, 
Willard  Blackinton. 

1849-50. 
Hartford  Ide, 
H.  X.  Daggett,! 
Gardner  Dunham. 

1851-52. 
Elkanah  Briggs, 
Joseph  W.  Capron, 
Lyman  W.  Daggett. 

1853. 
Ezekiel  Bates, 
Joseph  G.  Albro, 
J.  W.  Capron. 

18.54. 
Geo.  B.  Richards, 
Hartford  Ide. 
Joseph  G.  Albro. 

1S55. 
Wheatou  Briggs, 
Hartford  Ide, 
Thomas  A.  Barden. 


'  Both  H.  N.  and  L.  W.  Daggett  seem  to  have  served  three  years  as  town  clerks,  and  from  1853  on, 
three  selectmen  were  chosen,  besides  the  clerk,  with  the  exception  of  the  years  lS63-64-65,and  1881-82- 
83-84-So. 
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ISoti. 
Hartford  Ide, 
Wheaton  Briggs, 
George  Price. 

1S5T. 
Elisha  G.  May, 
J.  W.  Capron, 
George  Price. 
1858-59. 
Samuel  M.  Holnian, 
George  Price, 
Elisha  G.  May. 

1860. 
Thomas  A.  Barden, 
S.  M.  Holman, 
Eiisha  G.  May. 

1861. 
H.  N.  Daggett, 
A.  H.  Robinsou. 
Lewis  L.  Read. 

1862. 
H.  N.  Daggett. 
A.  H.  Robinsou, 
Joseph  A.  Perry. 

lS!63-64. 
H.  N.  Richardson, 
A.  H.  Robinson, 
.J.  A.  Perry. 

1865. 
Willard  BIa(;kinton. 
A.  JJ.  Robinson. 
.T.  A.  Pf-rrv. 


18<16. 
AViilard  Robinson, 
A.  II.  Robinson. 
.1.  A.  Perry. 

1867. 
Willard  Blackinton, 
A.  H.  Robinson, 
J.  A.  Perry. 

ISCS-G!). 
Gardner  C.  Wright, 
Jolm  Thai-ber, 
David  M.  WrUnian. 

1870-71. 
Gardner  C  ^\' right, 
Eiisha  G.  May, 
George  N.  (  randall. 

1872. 
Eiisha  G.  May, 
J.  G.  Barden, 
A.  B.  (.'arpeuter. 

1873-74. 
E.  G.  May, 
T.  A.  Bardeu, 
A.  T.  Wales. 

1875-7(i. 
G.  M.  Horton, 
D.  S.  Ilidl. 
II.  C.  Read. 


1877. 
D.  S.  Hall, 
S.  P.  Lathrop, 

A.  M.  Everett. 

1878-79. 
S.  P.  Lathrop, 
G.  C.  Wright. 
G.  N.  Crandall. 

1880. 
S.  P.  Lathrop, 

B.  Porter,  Jr., 
G.  N.  Crandall. 

1881-84. 
Job  B.  Savery, 
S.  P.  Lathrop, 

B.  Porter,  Jr. 

1885. 
Job  B.  Savery, 
Charles  T.  Gnild. 
Charles  E.  Jordan. 

1886. 

C.  T.  Guild, 
Frank  I.  Babcock. 
Henry  K.  W.  Allen. 

1887. 
C.  T.  Guild, 
P.  I.  Babcock, 
Gamaliel  B.  l>rap(M-. 


NOUril   ATTLKnolJOUGlI,   1887. 

Seleclmen  and 

( )verseers  of  the  Poor. 

Charles  T.  (iniid,  (ianialiel  B.  Draper,  Stephen  Stanley. 

Town  Clerk. 

Patrick  F.  (irady. 

Town  Treasurer. 

Arthur  E.  Codding. 

.vrri,i:ni)i;(>riiii,  18S7. 

Sele<'.tnicii. 

Daidi'l  II.  Smith,  Saniiiil  1'.  Lathrop- 

Overseer  of  the  I'oor. 

Daniel  If.  Smith. 

'I'own  Treasurer. 

John    r.  liales.' 

John   WilKon   wm-<    tli<'    lir>«l    Survi.'yor    found,  in    1701.     .\nthony  SpragU"     held    lh< 


.lliee 


'These  oHlccrH  wore    nornlniite<l   in  tlic  llr»l  niiicimes  lielil  Hliortly  after  the  division  look  place. 
The  town  inectlnKf*  were  lu^ld  AuKi"*t  !3,  IHh7.     Mr.  P.hIi'h  wnn  uIhh  town  cliTk. 
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frequently,  at  an  early  date,  first  in  1717,  and  John  Foster  in  1724.    Nicholas  Peck  was  for 
many  years  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  most  of  the  early  deeds  are  acknowledged  before  him.i 

GRADUATES   AT   BROWN   UNIVERSITY  FROM  THIS   TOWN. 

Graduated.'- 

1776.    Preston  Mann,  a.m.    See  sketch  of  Mann  familij.  Chap.  XV. 
1783.    OTHNreL  Tyler,  a.m.,  son  of  John  Tyler,  Lawyer,  Sudbury,  Mass. 
1787.    John  Milton  Mann.    See  sketch  of  3Iann  family. 

1787.  Jonathan  Maxcy,  s.t.d.,  President  of  Brown  University,  Providence.  R.  I.,  Union 
College,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  and  Columbia  College,  Columoia,  S.  C.  See  biographical  sketch. 
Chap.  XV. 

1788.  Jesse  Blackinton,  son  of  Peter  Blackinton,  became  a  resident  of  Ashtabula,  county 
of  Ashtaljula,  Ohio,  where  he  was  in  1834. 

1788.  William  May,  son  of  Elisha  May,  horn  Jan.  ■26th,  1764,  student  of  law,  died  July 
12th,  1790,  in  the  27th  year  of  his  age. 

1789.  Paul  Draper,  a.m.,  son  of  Stephen  Draper,  born  Sept.  19th,  1767,  entered  on  hoard 
an  American  man-of-war,  died  in  1800,  as  recorded  on  town  books. 

1790.  Aaron  Draper,  son  of  Josiah  Draper,  born  Xov.  29th,  1764,  never  studied  a  learned 
profession,  —  settled  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  died  in  1818. 

1802.  Gardner  Daggett,  a.m.,  son  of  Elijah  Daggett,  born  Dec.  20th,  1782.  Lawyer, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  died  in  1821. 

1802.  Milton  Maxcy,  son  of  Levi  Maxcy,  born  Jan.  1st,  1782.  Lawyer  in  Beaufort,  South 
Carolina,  where  he  died  of  yellow  fever  in  1818. 

1803.  .L\soN  Sprague.  a.m.,  son  of  John  Sprague,  was,  for  some  time.  Preceptor  of  the 
High  School  in  Newport,  R.I.     He  died  in  the  United  States  army  in  1825. 

1804.  Virgil  Maxcy.    Solicitor  of  the  United  States  Treasury.     See  biographical  sketch. 
1807.    Lorenzo  Bishop,  son  of  Zephaniah  Bishop,  V)orn  Aug.  20th,  1785,  student  of  law, 

died  in  Attleborough,  May  26th,  1809,  aet.  23. 

1809.    Jacob  IDE,  A.M.,  Rev.    See  biographical  sketch ,  Chap.  XV. 

1809.  William  Tyler,  a.m..  Rev.,  son  of  Ebenezer  Tyler,  minister  at  Weymouth,  subse- 
quently at  South  Hadley,  Mass. 

1811.  Ben.tamin  W.  Coz;iENS.  a.m.,  son  of  Benjamin  Cozzens.  Lawyer  at  Pawtucket, 
subsequently  a  resident  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  still  later  removed  to  New  York. 

1811.  Hartford  Sweet,  a.m.,  son  of  Gideon  Sweet,  born  Oct.  30tli,  1790,  had  not  fin- 
ished studying  his  profession  —  the  ministry  —  when  he  died  at  Richmond,  Va.,  April  2d.  1818, 
St.  27.3 

1817.  Everett  Bolkcom,  son  of  Jacob  Bolkcom,  born  September,  1796.  Lawyer.  Attle- 
borough. died  Dec.  19th,  1823,  ast.  27. 

1821.  James  Ormsbee  Barney,  Rev.,  son  of  Cromwell  Barney,  of  Providence,  R.  I. 
Minister  at  Seekonk  Centre,  Mass.,  where  he  died. 

1821.  Moses  Thacher,  a.m.,  Rev.,  son  of  Thacher.    Minister  in  North  Wrentham, 

Mass. 

1822.  Preston  Cummings,  Rev.    See  sketch  of  Cummings  family,  Chap.  XVI. 

1822.  Henry  H.  F.  Sweet,  Rev.,  son  of  Henry  Sweet,  born  Nov.  1st,  1796.  Minister  in 
Palmer,  Mass.,  died  Feb.  20th,  1827,  a?t.  .30. 

1822.  -John  Wilder,  a.m.,  Rev.,  son  of  -John  Wilder.  Minister  in  Charlton,  later  in  Con- 
cord, Mass.,  —  died  in  March,  1844. 

1823.  Ben<jni  Allen.  Rev.    Preacher  in  Ohio,  —  died  in  1867. 


'  Oue  Anthony  Perry  early  took  up  lamls  in  Attleborough,  and  settled  here,  but  on  account  of 
subsequent  changes  in  the  lines  —  though  not  in  his  residence  —  he  died  in  Rehoboth. 

2  This  list  includes  those  who  entered  college,  and  left  before  completing  the  entire  course.  Such 
facts  as  could  be  ascertained  relating  to  them  are  given. 

•■'The  following  touching  reference  to  this  well  beloved  son  may  be  found  in  the  will  of  the  father: 
"  My  son,  Hartford  Sweet,  deceased,  having  left  no  heirs,  I  cannot  otherwise  remember  him  in  this 
my  last  will,  than  with  regret  in  view  of  his  untimely  death." 
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1824.  lu.v  Bakkows,  M.i>.     See  bi(j(jraphical  sketch.  Cltap.  XV. 

l!S25.  Herman  BoL'UNE.  m.d.,  son  of  Andrew  Bourne.  I'liysieiun  in  Boston.  Mass.,  where 
he  dieil. 

1825.  William  Stillmax  Staxlky,  m.i>.     See  bioijraphical  sketch,  Chai).  XV. 

1825.  Samuel  Tylf.I!  AVili>i:r,  son  of  John  Wilder.  Lawyer  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  died. 

1826.  Jasox  Baiu'ock  Blackintox.  a.m.,  son  of  Williuni  Blackinton.  Lawyer  in  Ilolden, 
Mass.,  subsiMiuently  a  teacher  in  Ohio. 

1826.    Joiix  Daguett,  A.M.     Lawyer.     See  bioi/rap/iical  sketch.    Author  of  this  work. 
1832.    Salmox  Caki'f.xter  Pkhhy,  son  of  Josial  Perry.    Preacher, —  died  at  Now  York 
in  1872. 

1837.  JoHX  SnErAUi>  Ix(;haiiam. 

1838.  EzKKiix  Gilmax  Iloiuxsox.  i).i>.  President  of  Rochester  Theological  Seminary, 
and  of  Brown  University.     See  hioyraphicnl  sketch,  Chap.  XV. 

1S44.  RiCHAKi)  CcsHMAX,  Rev.     Died  in  ISW. 

1844.  Isaac  Drater,  m.d. 

1844.  George  Nels<jx  Blis.s.     In  college  one  year. 

1847.  James  Fletcher  Blackixtox.    Teacher  in  Boston,  Mass. 

1849.  Tno.MAS  Drew  Roiuxsox.    Lawyer. 

1851.  Brainard  Waylaxi)  Barrows,  d.d.    Trustee  of  the  University. 

1852.  George  Augustus  Allex.    Teacher  in  Missouri, 
1854.  Samuel  Cushmax.     In  college  three  years. 

1854.  William  Watsox  Watermax.     In  college  three  years. 

1855.  Charles  Pheli-s.  m.d.,  son  of  Thaddeus  Phelps.  Pursued  his  medical  studies  in 
New  York  City,  and  continues  his  profession  there.  He  is  president  of  the  ^ledical  Board  of 
Bellevue  Hospital,  visiting  surgeon  at  St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  president  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment Medical  lioard,  and  was  nominated  by  Governor  Hill  as  Health  Officer  of  the  port.  His 
success  has  been  great,  and  he  has  a  very  large  i)ractice. 

1857.  William  Alhert  White. 

1858.  COMioRT  Emwix  Barrows. 

1861.  Fraxk  Hei'.ijert  Cartexter.  * 

1862.  JosiAli  Nelsox  Cusnix<;,  a  ili>tingiiislieil  missionary  in  Burmah.  He  was  the  son 
of  Alpheus  Cushing,  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  at  North  Attleborough,  and  there 
ordained  as  a  foreign  mi>sionary.  He  >ti!l  continues  in  the  active  and  successful  dutio  of  his 
mission. 

1864.  Hexry  Clarke  Bowen. 

1864.  Seaijury  Warrex  Bowex,  m.i>.     Kail  River. 

186s.  GE<na;E  Rohwell  Ream,     l^awycr. 

18GS.  Joiix  Mayiikw  I)A(i(;ETr.     liawyer,  Marianna,  Ark. 

1870.  EucM'.XE  Ellis  Thomas,  Rev. 

1870.  Ai>oMRAM  Jt'KsoN  Ci.sinx*;,  brother  of  Josiah  Ciisliing,  the  mis-ionarN. 

1873.  Alvix  (iRoVER  Sadlei!,  educated  a  lawyer,  not  now  in  j)racli(o. 

1876.  David  Emory  Holman,  m.d.     See  sketch  of  Ufduian  familii.  Chap.  XVI. 

1876.  Edward  Oviti  Stanley.     Business,  New  York  city. 

l.S8fl.      ItlCHARD    BaRILETI    EsTEN. 

1880.     Willis  Hermann  SiuEErER.    In  college  thrct  years. 

18srf).    Olin  Fisk  (ii.EAsoN.     In  college  two  years. 

1880.  ElMJAR  Perky.  Editor  of  ••  Attleborough  Chronicle."  [Retired  from  the  "(  hroiii- 
cle"in  I.S.SH.  Held  a  position  on  a  daily  paper  in  Cleveliuid.  Ohio,  and  later  on  the  "  Boston 
Herald."  Has  now  (1804)  in  addition  a  jKoition  on  the  "  New  Yurk  lb  r;ild."  bring  general 
news  agent  for  the  New  F2iigland  States  for  that  pajier.) 

18SL     Ai:«iUsius  Lawrence  Holmes.     In  college  one  year. 

1882.  Jons  AcousriNK  Saneori).  Teacher.  [Professor  of  (Jnik  in  Minneapoli-  Col- 
lege.    Has  recently  reecdved  tlie  honorary  <legrec  of  I'H.d.,  from  Ih.at  institution.  |s<)j.] 

18*<8.  Ira  Barrows,  son  of  H.  F.  Barrows.  Member  of  the  linn  of  H.  F.  Barrows  &.  Co. 
Re-ldenci'  in  New  York. 
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18S7.  Frank  Williams  Carpextek,  son  of  A.  B.  Carpenter,  of  this  town,  a  s^raduate  of 
the  class  of  1889.     [Graduated.    Resides  in  Attleboro'.] 

graduates  .ixn  stui>exts  at  amherst  college  from  this  to\vx. 

1832.    Samuel  Hunt,  Rev.    See  sketch  of  Hunt  family,  Chap.  XVI. 

1856.    Samuel  Tyler  Read.    In  colleg-e  one  year.    Graduated  from  Union  College  in  1860. 

1859.  Joseph  Osmond  Tiffany.    See  i^ketch  of  Tiffany  family,  Chop.  XVII. 

1860.  Joseph  Mason,  born  Xov.  1st,  1836.  Attended  medical  lectures  in  Boston  subsequent 
to  gxaduation.  Died  Sept.  2.3d,  1862,  while  a  medical  cadet  at  Mill  Creek  Hospital,  Va.  Buried 
at  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

1862.    Frank  Dean,  sou  of  Lyman  AV.  Dean.     Resides  in  Attleborough. 

1862.  Otis  Capikjn  Newcomb,  sou  of  Joseph  Newcomb,  born  Dec.  26th,  1838.  Attended 
medical  lectures' in  Boston,  taught  school  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  continuing  his  medical  studies 
there  at  the  same  time  with  Dr.  Clark.  Died  here  Xov.  10th,  1865.  before  his  studies  were  com- 
pleted.   Buried  at  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

1875.  Frank  Irving  Bahcock.  son  of  Horatio  N.  Bidicock,  born  Dec.  26th,  1851.  Law- 
yer, —  practising  in  Attieborough. 

1885.  Erwin  Alden  Tucker,  son  of  Almoud  Tucker.  Pui'suing  medical  studies  at  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York.  [Now  practising  there.  Sloaue  Maternity 
Hospital.] 

(tRADUAPES   at   YALE   UNIVERSITY   FROM   THIS   TOWN. 

1748.  Naphtali  Dag<;ett,  d.d.  President  of  Yale  College.  See  biographical  sketch, 
Chap.  XV. 

1761.  Pelatiah  Tincjley,  a.m.,  Rev.,  son  of  Timothy  Tingley.  He  was  a  Baptist  ]jreacher, 
and  was  settled  in  Sauford,  Maine.  About  1780,  he  became  a  secedev  from  the  prevailing  sect 
of  Baptists,  and  was  the  first  minister  who  united  with  Elder  Benjamin  Randall,  the  founder 
of  the  new  sect,  usually  denominated  Arminian.  or  Free-WiJl  Baptists,  who  rejected  the  leading- 
doctrines  of  Calvinism. 1 

1762.  Philip  Da(;gett,  son  of  Ebenezer  Daggett,  and  brother  of  Naphtali  Daggett,  born 
Sept.  11th,  1739.     He  settled  and  died  in  New  Haven. 

1771.  Henry  Daggett,  son  of  Elder  Elihu  Daggett,  born  April  9tb,  1741.  He  settled  in 
New  Haven,  where  he  was  a  merchant.  He  became  a  police  magistrate,  alderman,  president  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  etc.    He  died  there  Sept.  24th,  1830. 

1783.  David  Daggett,  ll.d.  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Connecticut,  United 
States  Senator,  etc.     See  biographical  sketch.  Chap.  XV. 

1847.  Edward  Shaw,  son  of  Captain  Daniel  Shaw.  Entered  college  in  1843;  graduated  in 
1847  in  a  class  of  125,  the  largest  class  up  to  that  time  to  graduate  from  that  college.  In  1853 
entered  the  service  of  the  United  States  Government,  and  became  an  examiner  in  the  Patent 
Office  at  Washington,  remaining  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  in  1861. 
In  1867  was  appointed  to  a  position  in  the  National  Medical  Library,  in  the  office  of  the  Surgeon 
General  of  the  United  States  Army.     [1894,  still  retains  that  position.] 

1887.  Hervey  Richards  Franklin,  a  member  of  the  present  senior  class.  [A  graduate 
of  the  class  of  1888.     Has  removed  from  town.] 

There  have  been  graduates  from  this  town,  probably  from  other  New  England  colleges,  and 
perhaps  from  colleges  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  A  full  list  of  their  names  has  not  been 
obtained.    Among  them  was :  — 

John  Barrows,  who  graduated  in  1766  at  Harvard  College.  He  was  the  son  of  John  Bar- 
rows. He  married  his  wife  in  Cambridge,  and  settled  as  a  schoolmaster  in  Dighton,  Mass.  He 
pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  unambitious  of  honors.  He  was  a  distinguished  teacher  in 
his  day  and  educated  many  of  the  leading  men  of  that  vicinity,  his  being  the  only  classical 
'  school  in  that  part  of  the  country,  until  the  establishment  of  the  Bristol  Academy  at  Taunton. 
He  joined  the  Episcopal  church  at  Taunton  —  which  then  included  Dighton  —  founded  by  the 


'  See  Benedict's  Hist.  Bap.,  vol.  ii,  p.  410,  wliere  he  is  erroneously  saiil  to  be  a  graduate  of  Rhode 
Island  College. 
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famous  Thomas  Coram,  liis  name  l)uiiig  ou  the  list  of  ninety  memiuTs  in  17^7.  He  died  in 
I)i<rliton  July  "Jo,  ISIG,  in  his  eighty-Iirst  year.     He  left  many  manuscript  poems. 

Wai.tek  E.  H.wwaho,  son  of  Charles  E.  Hayward,  irraduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1S83. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hayward  i'i:  Sweet,  and  resides  in  Attleborough. 

[Since  the  division  there  have  been  graduates  from  town  at  some  of  the  colleges  above  men- 
tioned. Ernest  M.  Bliss.  Amherst,  1S'J3;  Edmund  W.  Clap  and  Arthur  R.  Perry.  Harvard, 
1892,  botli  now  in  Harvard  .Medical  St-hool;  J.  Earl  SliefHeld  ami  George  Shetticld.  Yale.  1S!M, 
the  latter  from  Shetticld  Scientitic  School.  Herbert  E.  Bliss  graduated  at  the  Massachusetts 
Agricultural  College  in  1888,  and  Clinton  E.  Bliss  in  1890.  Arthur  G.  Randall  graduated  at 
Tufts  College  in  1892  :ind  is  pursuing  medical  studies  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Curtis  Read  graduated  in  1S94.  "Hal''  Dunham  is  a  graduate  of  Tufts  Divinity  School. 
These  include  those  from  l)Oth  North  Attleborough  and  Attleborough,  and  there  are  students 
from  both  towns  —  or  will  enter  this  year — in  Amherst.  Brown,  and  Tufts.  There  have  been 
students  in  Holy  Cross  College,  at  Smitli  College,  and  other  advanced  institutions  of  learning. 
At  the  latter  Miss  Marian  French  graduated  in  1S94,  and  there  are  several  young  ladies  still 
pursuing  studies  there.  William  H.  Pond,  now  practising  law  in  North  Attleborougli.  is  a 
graduate  recently  of  Yale  Law  School,  ami  Philip  E.  Brady,  of  Attleborough,  of  Harvard 
Law  School.     'I'here  are  no  doubt  others  whose  names  have  not  been  obtained.] 

XAMK.S  ()V   PHYSICIANS    IN    ATTLKB<)K(  HGII.' 

Dr.  Joseph  Daggett,  of  Rehobolh ;  Dr.  Joseph  Hewes;  Dr.  Abijah  Everett:  Dr.  Bezaleel 
Mann;  Dr.  Richard  Bowen,  of  Rehoboth;  Dr.  Joseph  Bacon;  Dr.  Comfort  Fuller,  son  of  Noah 
Fuller.  He  removed  to  Harford,  Penn.,  where  he  died  in  June,  1800,  and  was  among  the  first 
buried  in  that  town.  Dr.  Comfort  Capron,  surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  War;  Dr.  Thomas 
Stanley,  Dr.  S.  B.  Parris,  Dr.  Lemuel  Fuller,  Dr.  Seba  Carpenter,  Dr.  Thaddeus  Phelps.  Dr. 
James  W.  Foster,  Dr.  Phineas  Savery,  Dr. Newman,  and  others. 

Phinf.as  Savkky  was  born  in  Wareham,  Mass.,  April  5,  1800.  In  September.  Is-Jl,  he 
graduated  at  Brown  University,  and  three  years  later,  in  1827,  he  received  his  medical  diploma 
from  Harvard  College.  In  September  of  the  latter  year  he  commenced  his  practice  in  this 
town.  He  was  for  many  years  the  only  physician  in  tiie  east  part  of  the  town.  He  was  prom- 
inent in  liis  profession,  a  reliable  doctor,  and  as  a  man  greatly  resi)ecled  and  beloved.  He  was 
three  times  married;  his  first  wife  was  Hope  Tobey;  tiie  second.  Nancy  Messenger;  the  third. 
Sally  A.  Bailey,  and  the  mothei-  of  all  his  children,  with  one  exception. 

Dr.  Savery  died  May  19,  isolj,  and  was  buried  in  the  Old  Kirk  Yard.  His  cbiirMclcr  nnd  life 
are  >umnied  up  in  I  he  beautiful  and  ajipropriate  inscription  on  liis  tombstone:  — 

••  His  memory  is  in  the  hearts  of  the  people." 

TiiADDKL'.s  I'iii:i.i"s  was  born  in  Windsor.  Vt.,  July  21,  ls09.  He  was  a  graduate  oi  Dart- 
mouth <Jollege  and  |iuisued  his  studitjs  of  medicine  in  Wootlstock,  Vt.,  where  he  gratlualed  in 
that  department.  Immediately  sifter  his  graduation  he  went  to  'I'ioga  County,  Penn..  where  he 
comrnence<|  the  practice  of  medicine.  Subsecpn-nlly  he  remo\ed  to  Milford,  this  State,  and 
later  to  Cumberland,  R.  L,  where  he  was  in  piirtnership  with  Dr.  Walcolt.  He  came  to  this 
town  in  IHikS.  while  still  a  young  nnm,  and  built  up  for  himself  a  liir'.;e  ami  lucrative  practice. 
He  was  for  fjuite  a  long  period  Ihe  one  phy>-iciaii  of  llie  north  pari  of  the  low  n  and  tlicicfore 
for  many  years  the  oldest  praitilioner. 

Dr.  Phelps  attained  a  eonsiderabh,'  degree  of  eniinrnci'  in  lii>  jirofession  and  \\;i»  a  pb\siiian 
upon  whose  skill  great  relianei;  couhl  be  placed.  During  iln-  Civil  War  he  held  the  position  of 
surgeon  at  the  Portsmouth  (irove  Hospital.  Rhoilc  Island,  for  stnne  time.  About  ISfi;')  he  met 
with  a  severe  a<  ijdent.  whieh  resulted  very  seriously.  To  the  surprise  of  everyone  he  rallied 
from  it  and  re-unied  his  ])ra<lice;  but  It  was  often  remarked  thai  no  one  but  Dr.  Phelps  would 
have  ha<l  the  courage  and  determination  nec<'ssary  to  li\e  through  such  an  experience.     \]o 


'The  followlnx  names  do  not  form  a  complete  list  of  all  the  pliyslcinns  who  have  resided  in  town, 
but  ttic  Kdllor  lias  added  to  the  former  list,  as  she  wns  able,  and  gives  such  facts  relalhiR  to  some  of 
the  more  recent  ones  n"  It  wnn  poH^llile  to  oliialn. 
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was  for  the  remainder  of  his  life  partially,  ami  to  himself  painfully,  disabled,  but  he  continued 
his  practice  for  six  or  seven  years,  until  about  eiirht  years  before  he  died.  The  accident  was 
the  predisposing  cause  of  the  disease  which  caused  his  death,  which  occurred  May  30,  1879. 

He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Mary  Guild,  of  Woodstock,  \i. ;  the  second, 
Mary  "Watson,  of  Xewport,  R.  T.  Five  children  survive :  Charles,  Fannie,  and  Mary,  by  the 
first  wife,  and  Helen  and  Isabel  by  the  second. 

James  W.  Foster  was  born  in  Southbridge,  this  State,  November  15,  1813.  His  common- 
school  education  was  obtained  at  Quechee,  Yt.,  to  which  place  his  parents  removed  when  he 
was  ten  years  old.  He  studied  medicine  first  at  the  Vermont  Medical  College  at  Woodstock, 
and  later  at  the  Berkshire  Medical  School  at  Pittstield,  Mass.,  where  he  graduated.  He  com- 
menced his  practice  in  Foxborough,  where  he  remained  something  over  twelve  years,  and  then 
in  18.54  he  came  to  North  Attlel)orough,  where  he  continued  in  active  practice  for  thirty  years. 
He  was  of  the  homceopathic  school,  was  a  successful  physician,  and  one  who  gained  not  only 
the  confidence  of  his  patients  and  acquaintances,  but  their  highest  esteem.  His  death  was  a 
public  loss  and  caused  a  general  and  sincere  mourning  throughout  the  entire  community  in 
which  he  lived. 

June  22,  1839,  he  married  Harriet  Draper  Richards,  daughter  of  Ira  Richards,  of  North 
Attleborough.  They  had  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  and  in  North  Attleborough : 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Barrows.  Dr.  James  R.  Foster,  and  Mrs.  W.  G.  Clark.  Dr.  Foster  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1885,  and  Mrs.  Foster  some  years  previous  to  that  time.     [Mrs.  Barrows  is  also  dead.] 

NAMES  OF  REGULAR  PHTSICIANS  NOW  PRACTISING  IN  ATTLEBOROUGH    (1887). 

Dr.  Edward  Sanford,  Dr.  .John  R.  Bronson,  Dr.  James  R.  Foster,  Dr.  Frederick  L.  Burden, 
Dr.  George  Mackie,  Dr.  Joseph  B.  Gerould,  Dr.  Thomas  P.  McDonough,  Dr.  Henry  S.  Kilby, 
Dr.  Herbert  C.  Bullard,  Dr.  Charles  S.  Holden,  Dr.  George  K.  Roberts,  Dr.  J.  W.  Battershall, 
Dr.  Arthur  V.  Roumls,  Dr.  Laura  V.  G.  Mackie,  Dr.  Mary  W.  Battershall. 

Edward  Sanford  was  born  in  Raynham,  this  State,  in  1825.  He  was  educated  partly  at 
Bristol  Academy,  Taunton,  and  partly  by  private  instructors.  He  graduated  at  the  Harvard 
Medical  School  in  1852  and  during  the  same  year  came  to  this  town  and  commenced  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  the  East  village.  In  1850  he  visited  Europe  for  the  combined  purposes  of  study 
and  travel  and  since  that  time  has  continued  to  practise  here  uninterruptedly.  He  is  the  oldest 
practitioner  in  town,  the  oldest  of  the  three  leading  practitioners  of  his  day  here,  as  he  pre- 
ceded both  Dr.  Foster  and  Dr.  Bronson  by  a  few  years.  He  has  reached  a  high  stand  in  his 
profession,  especially  in  the  school  he  adopted  —  the  homoeopathic. 

In  1855  he  married  Olive  A.  Thompson,  daughter  of  Archibald  Thompson,  then  of  this  town. 
Their  children  are:  John  A.,  Caroline  E.,  who  married  Dr.  Charles  S.  Holden,  now  of  this 
town,  and  Mary  W.,  who  married  Dr.  W.  L.  Elliot,  also  of  this  town,  in  the  practice  of 
dentistry.    Mrs.  Sanford  died  July  18,  lS87.i 

John  R.  Bronson  was  born  in  Middleborough.  Conn.  His  medical  education  he  obtained 
at  the  Berkshire  Medical  College  at  Pittsfield,  this  State.  In  1852  he  came  to  Pawtucket,  then 
in  Massachusetts,  where  he  remained  in  practice  for  four  years.  In  1856  he  came  to  East  Attle- 
borough and  settled.  In  the  spring  of  1862  he  went  south  as  a  surgeon  in  the  Union  army. 
He  had  charge  at  first  of  the  Union  Hospital  at  Williamsburg  and  later  of  the  one  at  Fortress 
Monroe  for  some  months.  Since  then,  until  within  the  past  few  years,  he  continued  his  pro- 
fessional labors  in  this  and  adjoining  towns  without  interruption.  He  had  for  many  years  a 
large  practice  which  extended  over  a  radius  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles.  His  is  the  old  school 
of  practice,  and  he  has  always  been  a  reliable  and  successful  physician.  Owing  to  the  state  of 
his  health  he  has  relin(iuished  a  large  portion  of  his  practice,  but  continues  to  be,  as  he  always 
has  been,  actively  interested  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  town.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  ardent  opposers  of  division.  He  was  at  one  time  connected  in  business  with  the 
late  William  D.  Wilmarth. 


1  July  3,  ls89,  Dr.  Sanford  was  man-ied  to  Miss  Irene  Fuller,  of  Washington,  D.  C.    Her  fattier  was 
the  late  Pliny  B.  Fuller,  of  this  town,  son  of  Mr.  Zelotes  Fuller. 
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He  niiirriod  Kate  AVlieeloik,  daii-rliter  of  (iotlfrey  Wheelock,  fornuTly  of  this  town.  Their 
only  livinir  ohiklren  arc  two  thuiglitci^,  Enmia  ami  Kate  Louise  Bronsou. 

Dr.  J.vmks  M.  Solomux,  well  known  as  the  "  Indian  Doetor.''  has  for  many  years  l)een  a 
resident  in  the  east  part  of  the  town  and  has  had  a  larire  practice  in  his  specialties, —medicines 
prepared  from  roots  and  herbs,  after  his  own  receipts.  lie  had  an  ottice  at  one  time  on  Benefit 
Street.  Providence.  II.  I. 

Two  of  Dr.  Solomon's  sons.  James  M.,  Jr.,i  and  William  B..  are  also  practisim;  after  the  same 
methods.     [Dr.  Solomon,  Sr.,  has  since  died.] 

NAMKS  OI-   LAWYEKS   IN   ATTLEIJOROUGII. 

Everett  Bolkcom,  —  a  native  of  this  town,  and  so  far  as  known,  the  tirst  of  his  profession 
here— must  have  commenced  his  practice  about  1820,  in  the  east  part  of  the  town.  He  died 
in  1823.  Al)out  the  same  time  Ezra  Bassett  practised  this  profession  here  for  a  short  time, 
residing  in  the  same  part  of  the  town.  Xext  in  point  of  time  was  John  Daggett,  the  author 
of  this  work,  who  continued  in  practice  in  East  Attleborough,  about  tifty  years.  Simeon  E. 
Bowen  was  for  many  years  a  successful  practitioner  of  the  law  in  North  Attleborough. 
J.  Sanford  was  there  also  for  some  years,  but  tinally  removed  from  town.  James  Brown,  and 
E.  P.  Brown  resided  and  practised  in  that  part  of  the  town  for  some- time.  The  former  is  now 
in  Taunton;  — the  latter  removed  to  Boston. 

The  lawyers  at  present  practising  in  town  are  Joseph  E.  Pond,  Jr.,  Frederic  B.  Byram, 
Chester  A.  Reed,  A.  E.  Bragg,  in  North  Attleborough,  and  George  A.  Adams,  Frank  I.  Bab- 
cock,  and  Philip  E.  Brady,  in  East  Attleborough,  1S8T. 

For  many  years  the  iidiabitants  of  the  western  and  southern  portions  of  the  town  have  lived 

with  a  fair  degree  of  health  and  material  prosperity,  without  either  a  resident  physician  or 

lawver. 

POSTMASTERS  IN  ATTLEBOROUGH  IN  1887. 

Burrill  Porter,  Jr.,  North  Attleborough;  Philip  E.  Brady,  East  Attleborough;  Frank  W. 
Miller,  South  Attleborough;  William  H.  Smith,  Dodgeville;  Byron  R.  Hill.  Ilcbronville; 
W.  A.  Vickcry,  Briggs'  Corner;  James  B.  Parsons,  Attleborough  Falls. 

STATISTICS. 

At  the  time  of  its  incorporation  the  town  contained  ujiwards  of  thirty  lamilics,  whi<h.  if 
we  assumed  only  six  as  the  numl)er  in  each  family  (which  is  probably  too  low  for  that  jjcriod) 
would  make  one  humlred  and  eighty  inlial)itants. 

In  1790  the  number  of  inhabitants  wa> 2.16(5 

In  1800       „  „  ,.         2.480 

In  1810       „  „  „         2.710 

In  1820       „  ,.  :5,0.-)5 

In  1830       „  „  ;5.215 

This  latter  inimber  was  e\-(lu>ive  of  twelve  families,  containing  about  llfly  |)ersons.  which, 
subse<|uent  to  1H20,  were  set  oil"  to  Wrentham,  by  th(!  establishment  of  a  new  boundary  line 
between  the  town>,  or  rather,  by  rotoring  it  to  the  original  line. 


■  Dr.  .Solomon  linH  an  c.Htalill^linicnt  at  T.')  C'oinM  .Street,  Boston,  called  the  KotJinlcal  Institute. 
Wllliln  a  few  yearn  lie  has  imrrliaHed  tin-  old  Noah  or  Ar/.a  UlandlnK  farm  on  the  "  lttd>;e  illll  road," 
where  he  i-ontcmplatcH  liavbiK  a  larf^e  sanltarlmn  with  park  ^roiMidH.  The  ohi  house  has  liocu 
repaired,  new  WaniH  Itullt,  conHldurable  Krotind  cleared,  whose  stoncB  have  lieen  ut.lll/.eit  In  luillilInK 
masitlve  wnlla,  a  line  entrance  drive  Iuih  heen  stnrt4>d,  a  greenhouse  erected,  and  much  acconipllshed 
In  other  wayx  luwnrd  Improving  the  place.  The  foinnlatlons  of  the  Hanlliirlum  arc  already  laid. 
Sear  liy  there  Is  a  clear  HprbiK  whose  waiters,  It  Is  said,  contain  some  medicinal  i|ualltles  lienellclal 
In  certain  ••laH.<cH  of  dlHoiisc.  He  that  an  It  may,  the  npol  Is  ca|>alile  of  hclnjf  m.'ide  altraellve  to 
lnvBlM'<,  for  ItH  snrfar^!  1b  well  <Ilversllle<l  with  little  hills,  kIvIuk  pretty  views  In  all  directions;  and 
the  quiet  of  real  <'oiintry  with  pun;  air  and  pl<.'ar<ant  Kurronndln^s  cjm  liul  prove  aclvanlaffeous. 
This  portion  of  the  low  n  Iiiih  idways  had  a  rather  l>arri-n  ami  inislKlitly  aspect,  Intenstllcd  liy  the 
continued  neglect  of  many  yearH.  It  Ih  therefore  with  Interest  that  peopU-  watch  the  projcrcss  of 
the  projected  plann  for  redeeming  Home  of  these  waste  lanilH  and  beautifying  a  Htcrlle  region. 
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A  TABLE  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF  THIS  TOWN  IN  1830,  WITH  THE  DIFFERENT  AGES,  ETC. 

Under  5.    5-10.    10-15.  15-20.  20-30.  30-40.  40-50.  50-60.   60-70.  70-80.  80-90.Colored. 

Males 198        162        163        170        233        189        142  82  70  31  8  9 

Females 209        182        186        204        356        231        151        115  75  32  15  2 

Whole  number  of  females 1,758 

„                  „      males 1,457 

Excess  of  females  over  males 301 

Number  of  inhabitants  in  Bristol  County       49.592 

„                       „     Massachusetts 610,408 

•  „     white  males  in           „               294,685 

„     colored  males  in         „               3,360 

,,     white  females  in        „               308,674 

,,     coloi-ecl           ,,           ,,               3,685 

Total  males  in  Massachusetts 298,045 

,,     females  in            „                312,359 

Excess  of  females  in  Massachusetts 14,314 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITANTS  IN  UNITED  STATES. 

Males,  white  and  colored,  in  1830 6,521,409 

Females        „  „     1830 6,333,481 

Excess  of  males 187,928 

Total 12,854,890 

Seamen,  etc 11,130 

Total  population  of  United  States 12,866,020 

Population  of  United  States  in  1880 50,155,783 

„      Massachusetts  in  1880 1,783,085 

„      Bristol  County  in  1880 139,040 

„      Attleborough  in  1880 11,110 

The  increase  in  the  population  of  the  country  in  the  fifty  years  between  1830  and  1880  ^vas 
nearly  foui'fold;  in  the  State  nearly  threefold;  in  the  county  nearly  threefold;  —  over  two  and 
four  fifths  —  and  in  the  town,  over  threefold,  —  nearly  three  and  one  half. 

The  whole  area  of  the  town,  according  to  the  survey  ordered  by  the  Legislature,  is  twenty- 
nine  thousand  acres ;  by  valuation  twenty-six  thousand,  —  actual  valuation  twenty-six  thousand, 
two  hundred  and  eighty-three.  When  Attleborough  included  Cumberland,  it  must  have  con- 
tained nearly  sixty  thousand  acres. 

Number  acres  of  woodland  about  1830 2,158 

„       ,,   fresh  meadow  about  1830 1,767 

„       ,,   tillage  lands         ,,        ,,    including  orchards       1,205 

,,       ,,   pasture  lands 4,703 

„       „   unimproved  and  unimprovable  i  land 12,740 

,,     covered  with  water 360 

of  dwelling-houses  about  1830 409 

,,    barns 345 

,,    tan-houses 1 

„    shops 28 

,,   stores 12 

,,   grist-mills 3 

„    saw-mills 7 

„   cotton  factories 8 


'This  is  a  large  estimate,  doubtless  more  than  truth  will  warrant.  There  is  strictly  but  little  land 
in  ihis  town  which  Is  absolutely  unimprovable  for  pui-poses  of  agriculture,  for  tillage  or  grazing. 
There  is,  however,  a  large  quantity  which  Is  not  actually  under  constant  cultivation;  but  there  is  only 
a  small  proportion  of  this  which  is  not  occasionally  cultivated. 
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These  last  coutaiued  about  13.000  spindles,  and  350  i)o\ver  looms.  There  are  now  iu  town 
four  eottou  factories;  three  of  these  together  have  52,00s  spindles,  and  1.16-'^  looms;  the  fourth 
—  where  cotton  yarns  are  made  —  has  5,040  spindles. 

The  number  of  shop>  has  doubtless  more  than  doublcil,  l»ut  the  exact  figures  would  give  no 
adequate  conception  of  the  increase  of  manufacturing,  as  the  space  occupied  by  the  buildings 
has  been  enlarged  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  number  erected.  In  1886  the  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  was  2,115.  but  the  number  of  barns  has  not  probably  increased  proportionally;  the 
number  of  tan-houses  remains  the  same;  grist  and  saw-mills  have  decreased  in  number,  and 
stores  have  probaldy  increased  to  six;  or  seven  times  the  number  above  mentioned. 

The  following  table,  partially  a  repetition,  shows  the  increase  in  the  population  of  the  town, 
for  each  ten  years,  from  the  first  United  States  census  in  1790  to  the  year  1880. 

In  1790 2.160       In  1840 3,585 

ISOO 2.480             1850 4,200 

1810 2,716            1860 6.047 

1820 3,055            1870 6.769 

1830 3.215            18S0 11,110 

Population  of  Bristol  County  in  1885 158,491 

"Whole  number  of  voters          „        ,.        33.036 

Population  of  Attleborough  in  1885 13,175 

Whole  number  of  voters        ,.    „        3,049 

Number  of  polls  (male)  in  1886 3,253 

„      (female)  in  1886'       81 

Total     „        „  „       3,334 

Valuation  of  real  estate  iu  1886 84.945.357.00 

,,  personal  property  iu  1886 1.511,242.00 

Total §6,456,599.00 

These  figures  show  an  increase  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  four  years  on  the  total 
viiliiation. 

The  last  report  of  the  selectmen,  assessors,  etc..  of  the  old  "  Town  of  Attleborough." 
was  for  the  year  ending  July  31, 1887,  the  time  of  the  di\  ision.     A  few  of  its  figures  are  given. 

Valuation  of  real  estate.  North  District >;2.4(J4,!t25.00 

„        „     „         „        Kast  2.040.370.00 

„    ..        „        South        „        617.!ts().<Xl 

Total  value  of  real  estate i?5,123,275.00 

Valuation  of  personal  estate.  North  District .^760.3(K).00 

„      „  „  „      East  700.555.00 

„      ,.  „  „      South  182.210.00 

Total  value  personal  estate i:|.c.t;'.(M!5.00 

Total  valuation  May  1,  1887 5(6,766,340.00 

,,     number  of  polls,  (males,)       3,360 

„      „      (females,) 30 

Number  of  horses 1,0(50 

„        ,,  cows 1,041 

„        „  Hhecp 26 

„        „  other  neat  cattle 207 

„        „  Hwlne 113 

,,        „  dwelling-houses 2,214 

„  a<reH  of  land 26.2.83 
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Total  valiiatiou  of  land $1,690,002.00 

„             „          „  buildings 3,432,t)73.00 

$5,123,275.00 

Tax  raised  on  real  and  personal  estate $115,741.32 

Polls       6,735.00 

Overlay 6.052.80 

Total §128,529.12 

North  District §61.046.05 

East  District       52,383.65 

South  District 15.099.42 

Total $128,529.12 

Rate  eighteen  dollars  per  thousand. 

The  selectmeu  of  the  two  towns  together  agreed  upon  the  following  division  of  the  assets 
and  liabilities  of  the  old  town,  and  the  apportionment  of  the  town  debt. 

School  property  in  town  of  Attleborough.  Total  valuation $92,863.00 

Other  property       7,883.00 

Total $100,746.00 

School  property  in  town  of  Xorth  Attleborough,  Total  valuation $79,689.00 

Other  property 1,735.00 

Total $81,424.00 

Total  appraised  assets $182,170.00 

Cash  assets 136,227.36 

Total $318,397.36 

Uncollected  taxes $37,013.03 

Due  on  Pauper  account 977.91 

$37,990.94 

Liabilities $232,349.10 

Valuation  of  Attleborough $3,077,524.00 

„      „    North  Attleborough 3,379,075.00 

Total  „      ,,    both  towns $6,456,599.00 

Proportion  of  Attleborough's  liabilities $110,748.69 

Propoilion  of  North  Attleborough's  liabilities 121,600.41 

Total $232,349.10 

Attleborough's  proportion  of  appraised  assets $86,830.94 

Attleborough's  proportion  of  cash  assets 64,932.48 

Total $151,763.42 

North  Attleborough's  proportion  of  appraised  assets $95,339.06 

North  Attleborough's  proportion  of  cash  assets 71,294.88 

Total $166,633.94 

Appraised  property  in  Attleborough $100,746.00 

Attleborough's  proportion  of  total  appraised  property 86,830.94 

Excess  of  appraised  property  in  Attleborough $13,915.06 

Amount  of  undivided  assets $37,990.94 
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STATEAfENT. 

Town  of  Attlelx)roiii,'h  in  account  with  the  Town  of  North  Attlclioroiiicli. 

Dr. 

To  North  Attleborough's  proportion  of  lial)ilitios $121,<M)0.41 

Cash,  A.  E.  Codding,  Treasurer 20,809.16 

Pauper  account       592.91 

$143,002.47 
Cr. 

By  excess  of  appraised  property $13,915.06 

Proportion  of  cash  assets 71,294.88 

Cash       305.05 

Amount  due  from  North  Attleborougli  to  balance  account 57,487.48 

§143,002.47 
Signed 

C.  T.  Guild, 
Frank  I.  Babcock, 
G.  B.  Draper, 
S.  P.  Lathroj), 
Stephen  Stanley, 
Daniel  II.  Smith. 

BIRTHS,   MAIIKIAGK8,  AND   DEATHS. 

For  the  year  ending  in  March,  1887,  there  were  357  i^irths.  Of  these  194  were  males  and  163 
were  females.  There  were  113  of  foreign  parentage;  151  by  foreign  father;  144  by  foreign 
mother;  98  of  Irish  parents;  88  of  Canadian  parents;  34  of  English  parents;  31  of  German 
parents;  5  of  colored  parents,  and  1  pair  of  twins.  The  greatest  number  of  births  in  any 
month  was  in  Octol^er,  when  there  were  35. 

From  January  1,  1887,  to  the  time  of  the  division  there  were  139  deaths.  In  January,  21 ; 
Februan-,  26;  March,  20;  April,  16;  May,  20;  June,  13;  July,  23.  Several  of  these  were 
unknown  persons.  During  the  entire  year  —  from  January  1  to  December  31,  1887  —  there 
were  205  deaths  reported.  Pneumonia,  consumption,  and  apoplexy  were  the  diseases  which 
caused  the  greatest  number  of  deaths,  and  from  these  there  were  22,  19,  and  13  respectively. 
Among  the  forty  or  more  diseases  represented  in  the  health  report  for  that  year,  diphtheria 
was  wanting  —  the  first  time  its  omission  had  l)een  possible  since  the  establishment  of  a  board 
of  health  in  town. 

The  numl)er  of  marriages  from  January  1  to  August  1  was  79.  In  January  there  were  12; 
in  February,  13;  in  March,  8;  in  April,  12;  in  May,  14;  in  June,  13;  in  July,  7.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  the  brides  and  grooms  were  in  these  instances  married  for  tlie  second  time,  and  in  one 
case  it  was  for  eacli  tlie  third  time.  The  ages  ranged  from  17  years,  the  age  of  the  youngest 
bride,  to  53  years,  that  of  the  oldest  groom. 

Kccords  of  the  nature  of  tho.se  just  given  have  been  kept  for  only  a  few  years  with  any 
degree  of  regularity  or  cfxactness;  but  if  the  birth  statistics  of  this  time  could  be  compared 
with  those  of  fifty  years  ago  they  would  no  doubt  sliow  a  startling  increase  in  the  proi)ortion- 
ate  number  of  those  of  foreign  or  mi.ved  parentage.  Should  this  Increase  continui-  in  the 
Banie  ratio  during  the  coming  lifty  years,  what  will  be  the  result;'  The  speculative  question 
Who  will  the  inhabitants  of  our  t<jwn  or  two  towns  be?  very  naturally  arises,  and  it  asserts 
itself  for  the  entire  land  equally—  Who  or  what  will  the  Amenr,a7i  nation  then  be? 
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CHAPTER    XIX. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A    S  has  been  seen  by  the  ancieut  records,  there  were  frequent  disputes  in 

iX      the  early  days  over  boundary  lines.     One  of  these  which  lasted  for 

many  years  was  that  between  the  colonies  of  Massachusetts  and  Plymouth. 

The  first  commission  appointed  to  ascertain  the  line  was  in  1640.  William 
Bradford  and  Governor  Edward  Winslow  acted  for  Plymouth,  and  John 
Eudicott  and  Israel  Stoughton  for  Massachusetts.  They  agreed  upon  the 
line  as  follows:  From  the  mouth  of  "Bound  Brook"  (so  named  by  them) 
with  a  direct  line  to  "  Accord  Pond  "  (also  so  named)  lying  five  or  six  miles 
from  Weymouth,  and  from  there  in  a  straight  line  to  a  point  three  miles 
south  from  the  southernmost  point  of  Charles  River.  According  to  the 
author  in  his  first  edition  these  commissioners  "  commenced  near  the  shore 
at  a  rock  called  Bound  Rock  in  the  middle  of  Accord  Pond,  which  is  in  the 
line  between  Scituate  and  Cohasset,  (once  part  of  Hingham)  intending  to 
reach  by  a  straight  line  the  most  northerly  point  of  Plymouth  Colony,  on  the 
easterly  line  of  R.  Island  ;  but  when  they  had  arrived  within  about  three 
miles  they  discovered  that  their  course  would  carry  them  far  to  the  South  of 
the  intended  point.  Instead  of  rectifying  the  whole  line  (as  they  should 
have  done)  they  made  an  angle  and  took  a  new  course  so  far  north  as  to 
reach  the  true  point."  This  was  the  cause  of  dispute,  and  from  this  time 
the  controversy  continued.  The  line  was  run  five  or  six  times.  In  1664 
there  was  an  attempt  to  restore  the  true  line,  the  commissioners  then 
appointed  agreeing  that  the  previous  one  was  incorrect  because  it  was 
"  wholl}^  within  Plymouth  lands."  This  angle  line  took  a  large  tract  of 
laud,  including  a  part  of  Norton,  Mansfield,  aud  Wrentham,  from  Plymouth, 
or  Old  Colony. 

The  report  of  the  commissioners  who  attempted  to  make  the  restoration  in 
1664  may  prove  of  interest  to  some  and  is  therefore  given  :  — 

Whereas  the  General  Courts  of  the  Colonies  of  Massachusetts  and  Xew  Plymouth,  in  New 
England,  did,  (in  order  to  the  settlement  of  the  bound  line  betwixt  the  said  Colonies,  that  is, 
so  much  thereof  as  is  hitherto  undetermined)  order,  depute,  and  impower  us,  whose  names  are 
hereunto  subscribed  for  the  eftectiug  thereof,  as  by  that  act  of  theirs  recorded  in  the  records  of 
the  respective  Courts  in  each  Colony  may  more  fully  appear,  wee,  the  persons  so  intrusted  aud 
impowered,  in  pursuance  of  the  service  aforesaid,  being  all  assembled  at  Dedham  the  9th  of 
the  3<i  month,  commonly  called  May,  anno  1664,  did  the  day  next  ensuing  travel  together  into 
the  woods  for  the  discovery  of  the  Southernmost  part  of  Charles  River,  which  having  found 
out,  partly  by  our  own  view,  and  partly  by  the  satisfying  report  of  those  present  with  us, 
(that  had  labored  therein)  we  all  mutually  agreed  upon  the  first  station.  Having  measured 
three  miles  southerly  of  the  southernmost  part  of  the  said  River,  we  marked  a  tree,  and  from 
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theuce  a  west  line  to  Neetniock  Hiver.  wliich  !>>  estiinatioii.  wee  judged  to  be  about  live  miles, 
in  wliii'h  line  we  went  ou  the  north  side  of  a  '^veat  pond,  over  a  small  parcel  of  et)arse  meadow, 
and  on  the  southerly  of  which  pond  is  an  Indian  plantation  called  by  them  Seenecheconet.  and 
at  the  said  Xeetmock  River  we  niarketl  a  black  oak  tree  on  lour  sides  viz.  with  a  M.  L.  on  the 
north  side  and  a  P.  on  the  south  side,  and  several  letters  under  each  of  these,  and  on  the  east 
we  set  in  tijrures  the  date  of  the  present  year. 

This  tree  so  marked  standeth  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  over  against  which  iictli.  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  the  north  end  of  a  parcel  of  coarse  meadow;  and  ha\  iiig  marked  di\ers  trees 
in  this  line,  from  theuce  we  came  back  about  three  miles  and  a  half  past  the  tree  lirst  named 
to  that  station,  which  is  east  of  this  west  line,  where  wee  marked  a  wliite  oak.  in  a  plain  full 
of  trees,  in  the  same  manner  we  had  marked  the  trees  by  the  river  aforesaid,  at  which  place 
wee  made  an  angle,  and  bei^an  an  east  northeast  line  to  come  to  Accord  Pond,  in  following; 
of  which  we  were  cast  more  than  half  a  mile  to  the  southward  of  the  middle  of  said  pond 
(the  bounds  formerly  settled)  for  the  rectifying  whereof  wee  having  found  the  middle  of  said 
pond,  wee  marked  there  a  black  tree,  as  the  trees  formerly  mentioned,  which  (with)  letters  and 
the  date  of  the  year,  and  so  returned  west  southwest,  southerly  by  marked  trees,  in  that  line 
up  to  a  footpath  that  goeth  from  Weimouth  to  Bridgewater,  ou  each  side  of  which  path,  iu  the 
line,  wee  erected  a  lieap  of  stones,  and  so  thence  to  a  maple  tree,  by  a  swamp  side  that  braricheth 
to  the  uorth,  anil  at  a  cart  path  that  goeth  from  Braintree  to  Bridgewater,  wee  ended  that  line 
at  a  heap  of  stones  on  the  west  side  of  the  path,  and  a  great  marked  stake  ou  the  east;  fynally, 
wee  agreed  that  the  line  stretched  from  Aecortl  Poml,  upon  such  a  course,  aud  so  marked,  and 
so  as  above  said,  to  the  White-oak  Angle  Tree  before  mentioned;  and  from  that  oak  Westerl) 
to  Neetmock  lliver,  as  is  l)efore  described,  is  and  shall  be  accounted  and  reputed  the  true  aud 
settled  bound  line  betwixt  the  Colonies  of  the  Massachusetts  and  New  Plymouth,  and  that  the 
line  by  us  first  drawn  and  marked  from  the  said  Angle  tree  to  Accord  Pond  shall  not  be  under- 
stood to  be  the  line  of  division,  it  being  wholly  within  Plymouth  lauds.  The  length  of  the 
whole  line  is,  by  estimation,  as  wee  judged,  about  40  miles,  according  to  the  line  before 
expressed,  unto  all  which  wee,  the  parties  respectively  entrusted  and  ('n]i>owered,  doe,  each  aud 
every  of  us.  mutually  agree,  concur  and  do  hereby  declare  it  to  be  (Uir  full  and  Una!  delernii- 
natiou,  concerning  the  premises. 

In  witness  whereof  wee  have  hereunio  set  our  hands  and  seals  the  IT"'  of  the  o''  mo.  Hili-t. 

Robert  Studson.  Seal. 

Constant  Southworth.  Seal. 

Jos.  Winslow.  L.  S. 

Joshua  Fisher.  L.  S. 

Roger  Clap.  L.  S. 

Elea  :  Lusher.  L.  S. 

These  names  are  elsewhere  given  as  Robert  Stetson,  Constant  Southworth.  Jonias  Wiii^low, 
Jos.  Fisher,  Roger  Clap,  Elaixcr  Lusher.    The  latter  an-  doubtless  correct. 

Tlie  coiitrover.sy  whicli  ('(jllowfd  tlic  hiyiiio-  of  tlu'  fri'oncoiis  liiu'  was 
curried  on  :it  great  expense.  Taunton  North  rnichast'  ami  Kdioliotli  North 
Pinx-huse  luiited  in  tryin<r  to  rectify  the  line,  Imt  Massacluiselts  ludd  tluni 
ritrictly  to  tin-  compact  of   IGCO,  tlionfjli  the  error  was  evident. 

Upon  one  occasion  when  ihe  line  was  l)i'in<;  rediawn  it  was  ordered  l)y  one 
of  the  eonntics  "  that  the  Ireasnrer  of  the  Connly  pay  unto  Capl.  "Win. 
Hudson,  ont  of  Ihe  next  levy,  the  siim  of  nineteen  ponnds,  which  was 
expended  by  the  depnlies  on  their  invitation  of  ihe  Hon.  Coininissioners  at  a 
dinner  at  his  house,"  etc.  IIow  niany  partook  of  this  dinner  is  not  iccorded, 
but  the  cotnniissionerw  frequently  nuniliered  only  fonr  or  six,  and  the  price 
paid  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  meal  ought  to  have  been  a  most  excel- 
lent one.     The  precedent  of  dining  at   public  expense  is  evidently  a  long- 
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established  oue.  For  more  than  a  hundred  years  this  war  of  boundaries 
continued  to  be  waged,  and  many  commissions  were  chosen  during  that  time. 
In  1751  a  petition  was  drawn  up  and  presented  to  the  General  Court,  praying 
them  to  run  the  Colony  line  from  Accord  Pond  to  a  stake,  as  it  was  said,  set 
up  by  Nathaniel  Woodward  and  Solomon  Suffrey.  Committees  were  chosen 
from  the  various  towns  interested.  Colonel  Thomas  Bowen,  Major  John 
Foster,  and  Captain  Samuel  Tyler  represented  this  town  at  first  in  the  matter, 
others  being  chosen  later.  The  proprietors  of  Dorchester  and  Stoughton 
chose  Robert  Speer,  Esq.,  Mr.  James  Foster,  and  Samuel  Blake,  and  these 
with  committees  from  Norton,  Easton,  and  Wrentham  drew  up  the  petition 
and  a  reply,  which  tiiey  presented  to  the  Honorable  Board.  This  having 
been  done,  it  w^as  voted  by  that  body  to  grant  a  hearing  to  all  the  parties 
concerned.  On  the  ninth  of  January,  1752,  they  "•  were  admitted,  and  heard 
by  council  for  and  against  the  petition,  and  then  withdrew,  and  the  Hon' 
Board  after  some  debate  thereon  voted  almost  to  a  man  to  dismiss  this  peti- 
tion, and  sent  the  vote  taken  to  the  Hon'  House  for  coucui-rence,  who  also 
voted  a  hearing  &  on  the  11"*  day  of  January  the  parties  were  admitted  and 
heard  by  council,  and  the  House  after  a  large  debate  voted  to  dismiss  their 
petition  also,  by  a  very  clear  and  full  vote,  which  was  a  very  mortifying 
stroke  to  the  Petitioners,  they  being  very  sure  of  having  their  petition 
granted."  '  The  petitioners  being  from  Plymouth  Colony  were  in  the  right, 
but  the  other  side  were  highly  gratified  at  this  decision,  as  they  had  no  desire 
to  give  up  the  disputed  tract,  even  though  it  was  not  originally  a  part  of 
their  county  or  colony. 

Finally,  prior  to  1790,  the  matter  seems  to  have  been  pretty  thoroughly 
adjusted,  though  subsequent  to  1820  twelve  families  were  set  off  from  Attle- 
borough  to  Wrentham  by  the  establishment  of  a  new  boundary  line  or  rather 
in  i-eality  by  then  restoring  the  true  ancient  oue.  This  last  is  now  the  line 
between  the  towns  of  Wrentham  and  Attleborough  and  the  counties  of 
Norfolk  and  Bristol. 

At  this  '-Angle  Tree"  station  a  stone  monument  was  erected  by  the 
authority'  of  the  Legislature  under  the  direction  of  Attleborough  and 
AYrentham.  This  stone  is  about  fourteen  feet  in  height  and  two  feet  in 
width  and  of  great  weight.  Upon  it  is  the  following  inscription.  On  the 
north  side  is  written  ''  Massachusetts  Colony,"  and  on  the  south  side 
"Plymouth  Colony." 

This  Momuueut  ]>y  order  of  Goverument  to  perpetuate  the  place  on  which  the  late  Station 
or  Angle  Tree  formerly  stood. 

The  Commissiouers  appointed  by  the  old  Colonies  of  Plymouth  aud  JIassachusetts  to  run 
and  esta])lish  this  Hue  in  1064.  were  Robert  Stetson,  Constant  Southvvorth,  Josias  Winslow, 
Jos.  Fisher,  Roger  Clap  and  Eleazer  Lusher.    They  began  this  work  the  10th  of  May  the  same 


1  See  Blake's  Annals. 
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year,  ami  luarkeil  a  tree  then  standinir  on  tbi>  >pot.  it  l>eing  three  miles  south  of  the  .southern- 
most part  of  Charles  River. 

Lemuel  Koilock.  Esij.  was  appoiuteil  Au'ent  to  eause  this  monument  to  lie  erected.  —  By 
order  of  the  General  Court. 

The  Selectmen  of  the  towns  of  Wrontliain  ami  Attlcliorouuh  were  present,  viz.  Elisha  May, 
Ebenr.  Tyler,  and  Caleb  Richardson,  Esqrs.  of  Attlehorongh;  and  Samuel  Fisher.  John  Whit- 
inir,  Nathan  Ilawes,  Nathan  Comstock,  and  Nathaniel  Ware  of  Wrentham, 

Fi-oni  this  Stone  the  line  is  East  20  Degrees  ami  a  half  North  to  Accord  Pond. 

Done  at  Wrentham,  Nov.  29th,  1790,  l)y  Samuel  Fisher  &  Sou. 

As  has  been  stated,  the  line  from  this  stoue  is  east,  tweuty  degrees  aud  a 
half  uorth,  to  Bouud  Brook  in  the  center  of  Accord  Pond,  so  named  on 
account  of  the  agreement  or  accord  of  the  commissioners  made  at  that  place. 
In  running  easterly  the  report  states  that  they  came  out  considerably  to  the 
south  of  the  true  line.  This  point  should  have  been  on  tlie  easterly  side  of 
the  Blackstone,  where  the  Massachusetts  line  crosses  that  river,  for  that  was 
the  northwest  corner  of  the  Old  Colony.  The  line  between  the  colonies  was 
a  straight  line  forty  miles  long,  and  tlie  true  line  was  coincident  with  the 
jurisdiction  of  Chicatawbat  on  the  north  and  Massasoit  on  the  south.  Of 
course  the  lines  between  the  territories  of  the  natives  were  not  definitely 
fixed,  only  the  initial  and  terminal  points;  they  were  not  surveyed  by  the 
compass  and  ciiain  ;  no  artificial  bounds  were  erected,  no  iron  or  stone  mon- 
uments ;  but  some  natural  sign  was  taken,  such  as  rivers,  [)onds,  hills,  or  large 
rocks  ;  and  no  marks  Avere  made  to  indicate  the  location  of  the  Ixtundaries 
between  two  given  points.  Our  surveyors  ran  a  conjectural  or  experimental 
course  aud  so  came  out  too  far  west  or  below  the  real  point.  But  witliout 
doubt  the  line  was  intentled  to  include  all  tlie  domain  of  the  Pockanoket 
tribe.  It  is  well  known  tiiat  Philip  claimed  a  part  of  the  territory  of  what  is 
now  Wrentliain,  and  liis  claim  was  allowed  and  purchased  by  the  [jroprietors 
of  Dcdham  in  1()<12,'  Atone  time  the  line  ran  over  a  hill  about  two  miles 
from  the  present  line  between  the  towns,  called  "  Line  Hill."  This  matter 
is  of  no  importance  at  the  present  time  luil  ni:iy  possess  some  interest  as  a 
historical  ciniosity. 

The  following  may  also  possess  the  same  kind  of  interi'st :  — 
The  commissioners  who  were  appointed  by  his  Majesty  in  HKil    passed  the 
following  order  respecting  the  boundary  l)etween  IJhode  Island  and  Plymouth 
Colonies,  a  part  of   which  was  the  west  line  of  the  Hehoboth  North  Purchase. 

To  the  (ireat  tend  duueral  Assi'wbhi  "/  I'hiinonth,  mid  <ds<i  of  llhodi'  Island  <ind 
Froviden ce  Flnnlations. 

By  the  power  given  u-  liy  hN  Mai4's|y".s  Ciimmi>>inn  under  his  great  seal  of  England,  and 
directed  l<y  his  Majesty's  Inst  ruction-  li>  make  a  ti.-mporary  scltleun-ut  of  the  Imunds  claimed  l)y 
any  Cf>Iony,  of  which  we  can  nnike  no  linal  Jiidguicnt  liy  consent  of  parties,  that  the  jx-acc  of 
the  count rv  may  l>e  jircserved,  till  hi-  Majc-ty's  Judgment  and  detcrndnalioii  o|  their  l.ounds 
be  known. 

Wk  Okkki:  aM>  Dkci-auk.  the -all  water  l"  divide  the  main  land  and   IMn'dc   I-I,uiil   from 
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Seconet  Rocks  northward  to  the  point  of  the  main  land  which  [is]  next  over  against  Mount  Hope 
point  to  the  said  Mount  Hope  point,  not  touching  upon  Rhode  Island,  and  so  another  right  line 
from  Mt.  Hope  point  to  the  next  point  upon  the  main  land,  and  so  from  point  to  point  and  from 
the  last  point  a  right  line  to  the  River's  mouth  called  Seakonke,  and  up  said  river  called  Sea- 
conke  below  and  Pautucket  above  till  it  meets  with  the  Massachusetts  line,  to  be  the  present 
bounds  Ijetweeu  his  Majesty's  colony  of  Plymouth  and  Rhode  Island,  till  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
be  further  known  concerning  them.  And  we  desire  each  colony  to  give  the  reasons  of  their 
pretences  and  a  draught  of  their  country  according  to  their  charters  that  we  may  give  his 
Majesty  true  information  of  them,  which  we  promise  to  do. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  at  N'ewport  on  Rhode  Island  March  the  7"i  1664. 

Robert  Carr  (Seal) 

George  Cartwright      (Seal) 
Samuel  Maverick         (Seal) 
A  true  copy  examined  with  the  original. 

Per  J.  Willard,  Sec>y. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  Massaclmsetts  Historical  Papers  for 
October,  1868.^  This  extract  is  only  another  proof  of  the  troublesome 
nature  of  all  boundary  lines.  Like  the  two  preceding  accounts  it  is  of  no 
importance,  though  it  especiall}'  refers  to  our  township's  early  grants  ;  but  its 
quaint  diction  and  curious,  old-fashioned  spelling  cannot  fail  to  make  it 
interesting  in  the  eyes  of  many.     The  report  of  the  committee  is  as  follows  : 

Whearas  the  Great  and  Generall  Court  or  Assemble  held  at  Boston  tteb:  27:  169i  in  the 
sixth  year  of  their  Majesty's  Reign  did  appoynt  us  the  Subscribers  to  be  a  Committe  to  Vew 
the  graunts  and  Claimes  of  the  Town  of  Rehoboth,  and  the  Line  of  the  north  purchase,  or 
Town  of  Attleborough  and  of  one  Mile  and  halfe  of  Land  on  the  northerly  side  of  said  Rehoboth 
and  make  description  of  said  Lines  Clamed  by  Each  :  and  Report  to  the  next  Generall  Assemble 
as  by  order  of  the  Assemble  may  appear 

In  obedience  to  and  in  pursuance  of  sd  order  Wee  haue  here  underneath  Represented  the 
Line  between  the  Collonys  of  Masathusets  and  Plymouth  by  the  double  Line  A.  B.  C.  D.  and  E, 
and  haue  Caused  a  Line  to  be  run  and  measured  from  the  Letter  C  at  the  heap  of  stones  by  the 
Road  on  ten  mile  hill  to  the  Letter  P,  being  the  north  Line  of  Rehoboth  Ancient  Township : 
the  Chain  being  caried  by  one  for  Rehoboth  and  one  for  Attleborough,  and  the  distance  is  found 
to  be  live  mile  one  quarter  and  48  rod  as  per  the  platt,  and  from  the  said  P  to  F  three  miles  and 
halfe  and  14  Rod,  these  Lines  being  given  we  Represent  the  Ancient  Town  of  Rehoboth  of 
eaight  Mile  square  by  the  Letters  F.  G.  H.  I.  nextly  we  Represent  the  grauiit  of  Attleborough 
of  Eaight  Mile  and  ten  Mile  by  the  Letters  A :  N.  F :  and  K,  and  by  the  prick  line  to  M :  and 
thence  by  the  prick  line  to  E,  and  by  the  Collony  Line  Thence  to  the  Letter  A 

Rehoboth  Gentlemen  by  Vertue  of  a  deed  bearing  date  March  the  6"i :  16.Sg  and  sined 
Thomas  Hinckley  Governor  and  sealed  with  the  Collony  seall  Clame  all  the  Land  between  the 
Collony  Line  potucket  River,  their  Eaight  Mile  or  ould  Township  and  the  line  lettered  G  and 
D :  to  belong  as  Township  to  them  : 

And  the  Gentlemen  of  Attleborough  presented  to  us  their  Graunt  from  the  Generall  Court 
which  is  before  described  by  the  Lines  Lettered  A.  X.  N.  K.  M.  and  E : 

But  perticulerly  as  to  the  mile  and  halfe  described  by  the  Line  Lettered  N  and  O :  and 
thence  East  by  the  prick  Line  Rehoboth  Geni">  produce  no  perticuler  originall  graunt  thereof 
distinct  from  the  rest  of  the  north  purchase,  but  present  evidence  upon  oath  that  the  Mile  and 
halfe  was  perticulerly  given  to  said  Town  before  they  made  purchase  of  the  north  Lands, 
though  all  Comprehended  in  one  deed  bearing  date  Aprill  10:  1666  without  distinction  of  gift 
and  sale;  and  they  produce  a  Citation  of  the  graunt  of  a  Mile  and  halfe  of  Land  given  to  the 
said  Town  as  an  in  Largement  to  said  Town  of  Rehoboth  which  bears  date  October  27 :  1670. 


1  A  communication  from  C.  K.  Williams,  Esq.,  Rutland,  Vt. 
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Aud  Tliey  al>u  prudiRe  :i  Town  order  l)eiiriii.i;  date  Noveml)er  the  8"' :  1(570,  wiiitli  saves  iu 
these  words  At  a  Town  Meeting  Lawfully  warned  It  was  Voted  and  Agreed  upon  that  the 
Mile  and  halfe  given  to  the  Town  for  in  Largement  the  Line  should  lie  forthwith  Kun  between 
the  North  purchase  and  that  Land:  And  in  another  order  bearing  date  Novenilier  28:  KJTO  iu 
these  words  It  was  also  Voted  and  agreed  upon  that  Lent  Hunt  and  Ensign  Smith  Nicliolas 
Peek  and  William :  Carpenter  should  run  the  Line  betwixt  the  Mile  and  halfe  and  the  other 
North  Land:  And  the  said  Cap'  Nicholas  Peek  and  M""  William  Carpenter  being  yet  Living  do 
atlerm.  That  witliin  a  few  (hiyes  after  said  Last  date  they  the  whole  Committe  did  Run  the 
Line  from  N  to  O,  which  by  the  plat  is  aboue  five  ^file  but  Run  the  Line  no  further  by  Reason 
of  the  then  badness  of  weather. 

Rehoboth  May  T'h  1695  John  Brown         \ 

Thomas  Leonard  >■  Coraittee. 

Sam'i  rtisher  i 

Following  this  report  or  explanation  was  the  "  platt "  made  by  this  committee. 

Iu  the  winter  aud  spring  of  181G,  this  town  was  visited  by  the  most  fatal 
sickness  ever  Icnown  in  these  parts.  It  extended  to  several  otlier  adjoining 
towns,  but  did  not  prove  so  fatal  as  here.  It  swept  off  in  the  short  space  of 
ninety  days  about  one  liundred  inhabitants,  a  large  proportion  of  them  heads 
of  families  and  many  of  them  the  most  useful  and  respected  citizens  of  the 
town.  It  was  commonly  called  the  cold  plague.  "From  physicians  it 
received  various  names,  but  it  was  probably  a  species  of  typhus  fever,  of 
a  peculiarly  malignant  type."  It  i)revailed  ''  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  town, 
and  committed  its  ravages  apparently  without  discrimination  among  both 
sexes,  and  among  the  respectable,  the  industrious,  the  temperate  and  the 
athletic,  iis  well  as  those  of  a  different  character."  Its  attacks  were  often 
sudden,  "its  progress  rapid,  and  its  termination  fatal,  generally  performing 
its  whole  work  in  from  three  to  seven  days,  and  liaflling  the  most  eminent 
medical  skill."  Very  few  who  were  attacked  with  it  recovered.  "  It  excited 
great  alarm,  and  it  was  difficult  to  procure  assistance  to  pay  proper  attention 
to  the  sick  or  the  dead.  No  satisfactory  causes  were  ever  assigned  foi-  its 
appearance.  It  was  unquestionably  atmospheric  in  its  origin  ;  but  no  ex:ict 
observations  concerning  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  ihc  si;isous  oi'  the 
localities  were  recorded  to  guide  tiie  investigator.  It  was  not  contagious  in 
the  common  meaning  of  the  term.  Some  nurses  took  the  ilisease.  but  gen- 
erally they  were  no  more  affected  Ihau  others.  In  some  localities  aud  uikUm- 
8om(!  circumstances,  the  causes  of  tlic  epidemic  seemed  to  be  attracted  ami 
concentrated  with  more  intensity  than  in  othiMs  ;  and  if  a  person,  in  a  con- 
dition to  receive  tlie  <lisease,  remained  in  such  a  place,  he  was  likely  to  be 
affected.  In  this  respe.c-t  it  was  not  unlike  many  oilier  epidi'mics."  No 
disease  of  the  sanie  kind  has  ever  l)een  known  here  i-ither  before  oi'  since 
that  time. 

In  1832  lypiius  fever  appcfared  at  tiie  Falls,  but  it  was  confimid  to  two 
houses,  and  of  the  fifteen  persons  who  were  sick  but  one  died.  The  wnter 
had  at  that  time  been  drawn  off  from  the  marshes  in  tlmt  village,  "and  the 
peculiar  exhalations   which  ;irose   were  su])posei]   to  liavi'  l)een   the  cause  of 
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the  disease."  "In  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1839,  an  epidemic  of  a 
typhoid  character,  sometimes  accompanied  with  pneumonia,  occurred  on  the 
road  leading  from  Wrentham  to  East  Attleborough.  It  commenced  near 
the  northern  line  of  the  town,  and  extended  southerly  about  three  miles  to 
within  a  mile  of  East  Attleborough,  and  northerly  into  Wrentham,  and  was 
confined  entirely  to  the  road."  Eight  in  a  family  of  nine  had  the  fever,  and 
one  died  ;  "  and  of  20  families  scarcely  one  escaped  being  affected."  There 
were  few  fatal  cases  and  the  rest  of  the  town  was  healthy.  In  1840  a  more 
malignant  type  of  the  same  fever  appeared  in  Dodgeville  and  lasted  from 
July  until  November.     In  thii'ty  cases  there  were  four  deaths. 

No  bills  of  mortality  were  regularly  Ivept  in  the  town  until  recently,  and 
the  average  age  of  the  inhabitants  in  any  given  period  cannot  therefore  be 
obtained. 

There  have  been  several  instances  of  very  long;  lives.  Deacon  Elkanah 
Wilraarth  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-nine  years  and  seven  months.  Mary 
Freeman,  relict  of  Jonathan  (or  John)  Freeman,  died  March  4,  1762,  aged 
about  one  hundred  years.  Widow  Sarah  Claflin,  relict  of  Antipas  Claflin, 
died  in  September,  1777,  supposed  to  be  one  hundred  years  and  six  months 
old.  Captain  Samuel  Robinson  lived  to  approach  very  near  the  age  of  one 
hundred.     Zephaniah  Robinson  also  reached  a  very  advanced  age. 

-John  Shepard,  "the  Ancient,"  died  in  this  town  in  1809,  at  the  extreme 
age  of  one  hundred  and  five  years.  His  father  was  Jacob  Shepard,  who 
came  to  Foxborough  about  1703,  having  purchased  some  four  or  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  there  from  one  Captain  William  Hudson, ^  a  trader  from 
Boston.  The  Indian  name  of  the  place  was  Mamanteepett.  A  large  natural 
pond  on  this  tract  was  named  for  him  and  is  still  called  "Shepard's  Pond." 
Hudson  had  here  a  small  house  which  he  occasionally  occupied.  It  was  very 
probal^ly  what  would  now  be  called  a  hunter's  lodge,  though  he  also  made  it 
a  sort  of  tavern  for  the  accommodation  of  such  travelers  as  then  passed  over 
the  '"Bay  Road,"  and  to  these  he  was  licensed  to  sell  "wine  and  liquors." 
He  had  some  trouble  with  the  authorities  of  the  day  and  sold  out  to  -Jacob 
Shepard.  Here  John  Shepard  was  born,  O.  S.,  February  25,  N.  S.,  March 
7,  1704,  probably  the  first  person  born  in  Foxborough,  for  his  father  Avas  the 
first  permanent  settler  of  that  town.  Here  he  remained  for  one  hundred  and 
three  years  ;  and  during  that  time,  without  moving  from  the  spot  where  he  was 
born,  he  lived  in  two  counties,  Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  and  in  four  towns, 
Dorchester,  Stoughton,  Wrentham,  and  Foxborough. 

He  was  married  three  times  :  to  the  first  wife,  P^liony  Pond,  August  24, 
1726;  to  the  second,  Abigail  Richardson,  August  8,  1728;  to  the  third, 
Martha  Bacon,  June  2.5,  1731.  The  latter  died  in  Foxborough,  April  3, 
1800,  aged  ninety-five  years.     He  had  one  son  and  several  daughters.     Two 


1  The  same  who  served  a  dinner  to  the  commissioners. 
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of  these  lived  to  be  upwaids  of  eighty  years  of  age,  and  another,  Mrs.  Mary 
Manu,  of  Wrenthain,  who  died  in  1828,  lived  to  be  almost  niuety-seven. 
She  retained  all  her  faculties  and  usual  cheerfulness  and  vivacity  till  the  last 
fifteen  years  of  her  life.  She  abstained  almost  wholly  from  animal  food  and 
never  was  in  the  habit  of  drinking  tea  or  coffee  and  wondered  how  people 
could  relish  either.  Hin*  most  common  food  was  milk.  She  adhered  to  the 
same  fashion  in  dress  for  eighty  years. 

On  November  9,  1807,  the  venerable  John  Shepard  was  l)roiight  to  the 
house  of  his  grandson,  the  late  Hon.  'Ebenezer  Daggett  (father  of  the 
author),  where  he  remained  until  his  death.  This  occurred,  April  o,  1809, 
when  he  had  reached  the  remarkably  advanced  age  of  one  hundred  and  five 
years  and  twenty-nine  days.  He  is  interred  in  the  old  bnrying  ground 
nearly  opposite  his  former  dwelling  in  Wrenthani.  He  was  ;i  man  of  pious 
character,  cheerful  in  disposition,  jocose,  witty,  and  of  a  quick  understanding". 
He  retained  all  his  faculties  of  mind  and  body,  except  his  eyesight,  to  the 
last,  and  was  just  able  to  walk  with  a  little  assistance  till  a  few  days  before 
his  death.  He  was  deprived  of  his  ey'esight  on  a  sudden,  during  the  night, 
and  was  not  himself  aware  of  it  until  the  next  morning,  when  he  sought  in 
vain  for  the  light  of  day.  He  could  distinctly  recollect  events  which  had 
occurred  a  century  before.  Many  travelers  would  go  miles  out  of  their  way 
to  see  a  centenarian  ;  strangers  often  asked  permission  to  look  at  this  singu- 
lar specimen  of  human  longevity,  and  for  a  long  time,  a  year  or  more  Itefore 
his  death,  scarce  a  day  passed  without  a  visitor  curious  to  get  a  sight  of 
this  man  of  more  than  a  century's  length  of  life. 

Rev.  James  Head  preached  his  century  sermon  at  Foxborough,  ^larcli  7, 
1804,  and  on  his  hundred  and  fourth  l)irthday,  March  7,  180.S,  Rev.  Xatlian 
Holman  preached  a  sermon  before  liini  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Daggett. 
The  clergymen  in  all  the  neighboring  towns  were  invited  to  attend  this  service. 
The  uumuscript  sermon  is  still  in  existence  and  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
author  until  his  death.  The  text  was  Proverbs  l(i:31,  ''The  hoary  head 
is  a  crown  of  glory,  if  it  lie  found  in  the  w:iy  of  righteousness."  The'  con- 
clusion (;f   this  sermon  is  liere  (|iioted  :  — 

I  -liiill  cIom;  ilii'^  (li«ciiiir-c  ill  :i  I'fW  wiir.N  ;^llll^t•^s(•(l  to  tlio  iiueil  .i;ciillciii;iii,  al  wlm-c  rcinu'st 
I  :iiii  pnx'iif  this  <l!i\ . 

IJ(-*|)('<teil  Sir, 

Tin;  <l<!iiliii;rs  <»f  t»o<i  willi  yiiii  in  sriiiK-  roKpccts,  liavc  Ihmmi  iit'iiiiiai-.  'IMic  n'^v  of  man  i> 
)iiiiit<;il  to  Mire*' Hcorc  yi-ars  siml  ten,  ami  tlicrc-  an;  i)iit  tvw  wii<>  arrivr  to  tiiat  inTitid.  Hut 
Goil  lia-  kept  you  alive  tliirl  v  ami  four  y<rars  lieyoiiil  that  pcrioil  which  is  not  only  the  a;.'e  of 
man.  l)Ut  lilly  termcil  oM  a;re.  You  liave  had  laiye  ami  lonir  experioiico  of  his  ;;ootliiess  and 
tender  merry.  He  lia>*  priseiMd.  and  horne  and  carried  you  even  to  old  a;re  and  hoary  hairs 
until  you  are  a  wonder  to  many.  So  far  as  your  knowled;rc;  extends  you  are  tin;  last  h'ft.  In  this 
world,  of  the  jreiierallon  who  tame  on  to  the  stance  with  you.  You  hav(;  survived  a  jjreat  multi- 
tude of  your  a>fe,  and  of  your  _\oun;r(:r».  (ireal  flian;;(;s  liave  passed  over  the  world  simc  you 
bavi"  heen  in  it.  (»od  has  iK-en  with  you  and  earrieil  you  tlirouj;h  scenes  of  jirosp<'ril>  and 
adversity.  A«  you  hope,  lie  has  loii^'  sim-e  visited  _\ou  with  tiie  enli;;htenin;r.  reiiewin;^,  and 
Haiictifyiny  influences  of  IiIh  j^race,  and  inclined  wmi  to  walk  in  the  way  of  ri;:litcou»iie-.«.     In 
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many  important  respects  you  have  been  distinguished  from  your  fellow-men.  Tho'  you  may 
be  ready  to  say  with  aged  Jacob,  '"Few  and  evil  have  the  days  of  the  years  of  th}'  servant 
been,"  yet  must  you  not  be  constrained  to  say,  that  God  is  good,  that  He  has  never  left  nor  for- 
saken you,  that  you  have  found  him  faithful  to  his  promises.  Are  you  not  ready  to  testify  that 
the  consolations  of  religion  are  neither  few  nor  small? 

Though  you  are  now  old,  yet  you  know  not  the  day  of  your  death.  Though  you  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  time  of  your  departure  is  not  far  distant,  yet  the  day  and  hour  you  know 
not.  Study  therefore  to  be  useful  while  you  live.  The  long  and  rich  experience  you  have  had 
of  the  goodness  of  the  Lord,  calls  for  your  warmest  gratitude,  and  highest  praises.  Endeavor 
to  bring  forth  fruit  to  his  glory  even  in  old  age.  Give  no  place  to  the  too  common  anil  un- 
founded opinion  that  the  aged  are  useless,  and  burdens  to  their  friends  and  t'o  the  worlii.  You 
may  yet  he  highly  useful.  You  may  glorify  God,  and  recommend  the  religion  of  Jesus  to  the 
world,  by  your  patience,  contentment,  thankfulness,  and  resignation  under  the  evils  and 
infirmities  of  old  age.  You  are  prepared  to  give  the  best  of  counsel  to  the  young,  and  that 
from  your  own  experience  and  observation,  and  your  prayers  may  draw  down  blessings  upon 
the  world  for  ages  yet  to  come.  Endeavor  to  abound  in  these  duties.  Though  the  aged  are 
not  capable  of  performing  the  active  services  of  young  Christians,  yet  they  have  services  of 
equal  importance,  which  they  only  can  perform.  It  is  their  province  and  theirs  only  to  show 
the  happy  effects  which  religion  has  in  old  age.    This  young  Christians  cannot  do. 

May  you  still  desire  and  strive  to  be  useful  in  your  sphere.  May  the  faithfulness  of  God 
lead  you  still  to  confide  in  his  promises.  May  the  hope  of  approaching  glory  comfort  you  in  all 
your  tribulations,  and  animate  you  to  fill  up  the  remainder  of  your  days  in  duty  and  usefulness. 
May  you  enjoy  much  of  the  divine  presence  and  with  holy  Job  patiently  wait  till  your  change 
comes.  Then  may  you  meet  the  applause  of  well  done  good  and  faithfid  servant,  enter  through 
the  gate  into  the  city,  and  liave  access  to  the  tree  of  life.    Amen. 

On  July  11,  1885,  oae  of  the  early  emigrants  from  tliis  town  to  Harford, 
Penu.,  Mrs.  Nancy  Stanley,  was  still  alive,  and  on  the  twenty-third  of  June 
preceding  she  celebrated  her  ninety-fifth  birthdj^y  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  her 
home.  Her  father  was  Laban  Capron,  of  this  town,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1794,  she,  then  four  years  old,  went  with  him,  her  mother,  and  a  brother  and 
sister,  to  Harford.  She  married  a  Dr.  Stanley,  and  on  May  15,  1835,  with 
her  husband  and  nine  children,  she  left  New  Milford,  Penn  ,  and  went  to  the 
then  far  West,  Illinois.  They  were  a  little  over  a  month  in  reaching  Downer's 
Grove,  in  that  State,  where  they  made  a  permanent  home.  Upon  her  ninety- 
fifth  anniversary  she  received  the  congratulations  of  nearly  a  thousand 
people  and  could  then  recall  even  slight  incidents  ct)unected  with  her  long 
journey  taken  fift}'  years  before  ;  and  up  to  that  time  she  had  preserved  her 
faculties  to  a  remarkable  degree,  her  hearing  only  being  slightly  impaired. 
There  were  living  of  her  family  at  that  date,  besides  herself,  six  children, 
twenty-seven  grandchildren,  twenty-nine  great-grandcliildren,  and  one  of 
the  fifth  generation,  making,  with  herself,  sixty-four  in  all. 

Among  the  residents  of  our  town  who  attained  to  remarkable  age  was 
Joseph  Carpenter.  He  was  the  son  of  James  and  Lucy  Bliss  Carpenter,  of 
Rehoboth,  and  was  born  in  that  town  Septembers,  1789.  He  was  the  grand- 
sou  of  Colonel  Thomas  Carpenter,  of  Rehoboth,  of  Revolutionary  fame, 
who  was  sometimes  associated  with  Colonel  John  Daggett,  of  this  town,  in 
military  enterprises  and  in  a  manner  which  redounded  to  the  credit  of  both. 
On  February  21,  181 -"i,  he  married  Nancy  Bullock,  of  his  native  town,  and 
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their  union  continued  for  over  .sixty-seven  years.  They  had  fourteen  chil- 
dren, ten  of  whom  lived  to  maturity,  and  seven  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Though  known  for  himself  to  many  of  the  elders  among  our  people,  he  will 
be  better  known  to  the  younger  generation  if  we  say  he  was  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Sweet,  "  our  town  poet,"  who  is  herself  well  known  to  every- 
body through  the  columns  of  the  town  press,  but  more  especiall}'  these  many 
years  for  her  pleasing  poems.  Mr.  Carpenter  came  to  this  town  about  I80O 
and  resided  here  during  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  served  in  the  War  of  1H12 
and  on  his  return  home  made  the  following  entry  in  his  account  book,  which 
is  still  in  existence:  "Was  paid  Sll.;57  for  said  service."  The  length  of 
service  is  not  mentioned,  but  the  sum  is  not  a  munificent  one,  considering  the 
value  of  the  money  of  that  period,  even  if  the  time  was  less  than  a  month. 

Mr.  Caipenter  was  an  unusually  active  man  and  even  to  the  very  end  of 
his  life.  When  past  seventy  he  set  out  an  orchard  of  apple  trees  and  when 
rather  remonstrated  with  for  this  action,  on  the  ground  that  he  would  get  no 
good  from  it,  he  replied  to  the  effect  that  those  live  wisest  who  tiiink  not 
alone  of  themselves,  but  of  others,  even  of  the  coming  generations,  saying, 
"If  I  cannot  benefit  hy  this  apple  orchard  myself,  others  can,  and  one  is 
never  too  old  to  commence  a  good  work."  AVhen  eighty-four  he  '*  cradled 
five  acres  of  rye,  and  prepared  it  for  housing."  The  last  twenty  years  of 
his  life,  from  1860  to  l.SSO,  he  lived  on  the  place  formerly  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  Dr.  Lemuel  Fuller.  His  mind  never  lost  its  activity,  aud  his  memory 
was  remarkably  retentive.  It  extended  over  a  period  of  at  least  eighty-one 
years  with  great  distinctness,  for  he  could  recall  clearly  the  event  of  going 
with  his  grandfather,  the  colonel,  to  Providence  in  17'.)1),  to  attend  the 
services  held  at  tlie  time  of  Washington's  death,  and  he  also  remembered  the 
intervening  events  of  importance.  He  died  November  12,  ISSO,  aged  ninety- 
one  years,  two  months,  and  four  (l:i3's.  ()ii  the  d.iy  preceding  his  (U'nth  his 
oldest  child  was  sixty-seven  years  old,  and  is  living  still,  and  his  very  numer- 
ous descendants  are  scattered  over  many  of  our  States.  His  funeral  services 
were  held  at  Oldtown,  wiiere  he  attended  chui'ch,  but  lie  and  his  wife  ;ire 
buried  in  the  (jld  cemetery  of  theii"  native  town  (l.S,S7). 

One  of  the  oldest,  if  not  tiie  very  oldest  living  person  at  present  in  town. 
is  Mr.  Isaac  Draper,  of  South  Attlebc^roiigh.  His  family  is  remarkaltle  for 
numbers,  as  fotu'tecn  lived  to  mature  age.  .Mr.  Draper  in  .July,  1887,  became 
ninety-one  years  old.  All  his  faculties  :it  thai  time  had  l)reu  i)reserve<l  to  an 
extraordinary  degree  :  his  eyesight  was  good,  his  hearing  cpiick.  and  his 
movements  were  not  lacking  in  vigor  or  elasticity.  His  memory  was  l)etter 
than  that  of  many  persons  willi  half  his  years,  and  he  e.\hibite(l  no  single 
sign  of  extreme  old  age.  He  still  possessi'd,  unclianged,  the  old-time  courtesy 
of  manner,  that  gracious  gallantry  which  Matters,  without  being  insincere, 
and  he  still  retained  the  same  charming  and  agreeable  style  of  conversing 
whi<-h  .'dways  distinguished  liirn.      \t  was  impossible  in  his  presence  to  realize 
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his  age,  for  there  was  nothing  in  his  appearance  to  indicate  aught  else  than 
a  well-preserved  man  of  threescore  years  and  ten.  The  Editor  had  an  inter- 
view with  him  not  very  long  since,  which  will  always  be  recalled  as  among 
the  pleasautest  of  the  many  gratifying  memories  connected  with  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  hook.  Mr,  Draper  is  very  deeply  interested  in  religious  matters, 
and  practically,  for  he  believes  that,  so  long  as  life  is  given  to  a  man,  so  long 
will  certain  things  be  required  of  him.  Age  is  no  excuse,  if  mind  and  health 
remain,  and,  realizing  that  the  duties  of  religion  are  of  paramount  importance, 
he  makes  them  his  chief  consideration  and  performs  them  in  public  and  in 
private  conscientiously  and  intelligently.  May  he  live  to  be  at  least  a  hundred 
years  old,  a  shining  example  to  all  around  him  !  i 

The  town  has  had  in  a  somewhat  literal  sense  one  real  son  of  independence, 
for  Eliphalet  Claflin  was  born  here  on  July  4,  1776. 

In  many  of  the  ancient  towns  of  the  colonies,  there  were  occasionally 
found  original  and  eccentric  characters,  who  preferred  the  wilderness  to  the 
more  cultivated  parts  of  the  country. 

Among  the  early  inhabitants  of  this  town  was  one  Joseph  Chaplin,  who 
became  a  proprietor  and  a  great  landholder.  He  was  of  respectable 
descent.  He  came  here  from  Rowley,  Mass.,  and  was  a  descendant  of  Rev. 
Hugh  Chaplin,  who  came  over  in  1638,  and  who  lived  and  died  in  that  town. 
He  was  a  man  of  peculiar  tastes  and  habits  and  eccentric  in  his  conduct. 
He  laid  out  a  large  quantity  of  land,  in  all  about  seven  hundred  acres, 
including  the  most  of  that  large  tract  formerly  called  the  "  Half-Way 
Swamp,"  and  his  other  lauds  were  located  on  the  "East  Bay  Road"  and 
vicinity.  His  mania  seemed  to  be  the  acquisition  of  land,  but  he  could  culti- 
vate only  a  small  portion  of  his  extensive  possessions  and  could  derive  no 
profit  from  the  rest.  He  lived  completely  alone,  a  hermit's  life,  abjuring  all 
society,  especially  that  of  the  female  sex.  The  cause  of  this  seclusion  is 
not  positively  known,  but  tradition  says  it  was  the  faithlessness  of  a  young 
lady  to  whom  he  was  attached  in  early  life.  Chaplin  was  not  morose,  but 
naturally  benevolent  and  kind.  He  planted  several  orchards  and  raised  a 
variety  of  fruits.  He  would  permit  the  neighboring  women  to  come  and 
partake  of  the  abundant  fruits  of  his  orchards,  but  was  always  careful  to 
retire  out  of  sight  on  the  occasion  and  so  remain  till  they  were  goue.  He 
kept  a  large  stock  of  cattle,  built  his  own  house,  cooked  his  own  food,  and 
made  his  own  clothes.  His  only  companions  were  a  number  of  large  cats, 
who  lived  luxuriously  on  his  abundant  stores.  His  name  is  found  on  several 
committees  relating  to  tlie  public  lauds,  of  which  he  was  a  shareholder, 
and  he  was  on  good  terms   with   his   neighbors,  so  far  as  an}-   intercourse 


1  Mr.  Draper  clieil  very  surldeuly,  May  14, 1889.  He  had  failed  physically  somewhat,  but  ou  the  day 
of  his  death  was  as  well  as  usual.  His  daughter  was  obliged  to  leave  him  at  one  time,  and  returning 
in  about  three  minutes,  found  him  sitting  in  his  easychair,  dead. 
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occurred.  He  died  about  1750  at  a  very  advanced  age.  His  property  was 
divided  among  his  heirs-at-law  :  Jonathan  Chaplin  ;  Elizabeth  Chaplin,  who 
married  Samuel  Searl ;  and  John  Chaplin,  all  of  Rowley,  this  State.  They 
sold  his  estate  here,  and  none  of  them  remained  in  town. 

Joseph  Antoine  Richaud  was  an  eccentric  man,  having  adopted  rather 
peculiar  religious  notions.  He  was  a  native  of  France.  For  what  reason 
he  left  his  native  conntry  is  not  known.  It  would  seem  probable,  however, 
that  he  imbibed  sti'ong  republican  sentiments,  and,  having  his  attention 
turned  to  this  country  by  the  actions  of  some  of  his  prominent  countrymen, 
he  naturally  came  here  where  he  could  have  freedom  to  indulge  in  the  carry- 
ing out  of  his  ideas.  It  is  not  known  that  he  had  any  relative  in  the  country 
or  any  acquaintance  when  he  landed  on  these  shores.  He  settled  down  at 
South  Attleborough  in  the  village  called  "  the  city."  He  lived  alone  in  a 
small  one-story  house,  in  which  lie  kept  a  variety  store,  by  which  he  supplied 
the  neighboring  farmers  with  many  of  the  articles  needed  for  family  use. 
He  lived  to  an  advanced  age.  He  was  said  to  be  of  decidedly  choleric  tem- 
perament and  very  peculiar,  but  he  was  "  warmly  attached  to  republican 
democracy."  He  made  his  will  and  gave  all  his  property  to  the  school  dis- 
trict in  which  he  lived,  provided  a  certain  possible  heir  did  not  claim  it  within 
a  stated  time.  Portions  of  it  have  been  appropriated  from  time  to  time  to 
the  common-school  education  in  that  place.  About  81,100  still  remains  of 
this  legacy.  Richaud  was  liuried  in  the  ancient  burying  ground  in  his  iK'ii>h- 
borhood,  where  the  epitaph  inscribed  on  his  gravestone  —  of  which  ho  was 
the  author  —  may  still  be  read. 

The  recent  death  in  an  adjoining  town  of  Mr.  Dan  Perry  calls  to  mind 
the  once  familiar  figure  of  a  former  resident  here,  one  whose  form  and 
features  must  at  one  time  have  been  known  to  almost  every  inhabitant  of  the 
town.  Mr.  Perry  was  born  in  Rehoboth  something  over  eighty  years  ago 
and  besides  his  native  town  resided  in  Seekonk,  Attleborough,  Pawtucket, 
in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  finally  in  Mansfield,  where  he  died.  His  mechan- 
ical tendencies  were  inherited  from  his  father,  whose  family  were  remarkable 
in  that  direction.  One  of  its  members  was  the  maker  of  the  bobbins  which 
were  used  in  the  first  cotton-niill  ever  started  in  this  country.  Mr.  Dan 
Perry  learned  the  trade  of  a  Idacksmith,  and  tiiis  doubtless  i)roved  of  much 
use  to  him  in  tlie  practical  working  out  of  his  inventions.  lie  followed  his 
trade  for  a  time,  but  it  was  not  long  before  his  inventive  genius  asserted 
itself,  and  again  and  again  iiis  l)usy  brain  evolved  the  idea  and  liis  clever 
fingers  constructed  labor-saving  machines  which  made  him  (piite  famous. 
He  was  the  first  or  among  the  first  to  think  out  and  construct  a  maciiine  for 
folding  papers,  and  one  he  invented  is  still  used  l)y  the  Ni'n^  Enijland  Farmer. 
Anotlier  machine  of  his  invention  made  folding  huhlers ;  another  turned 
sword  han<lles.  He  made  Itulter  molds,  pails  witij  adhesive  hoops,  and  iiis 
was   the   first   apple-parer   ever  known.      PerJjaps   his   best   kiKjwn  invention, 


HIS  TOBY   OF  ATTLEBOROUGH.  661 

however,  for  which  he  took  out  the  patent  while  living  in  this  town,  was  his 
"Yankee  Water  Elevator."  Many  an  overworked,  weary  housewife  has 
blessed  him  for  its  advent  and  has  turned  with  joy  from  the  ponderous  old 
sweep  or  wrenching  pump  to  this  appliance  for  economizing  time  and 
strength. 

Scores  of  people  will  remember  the  homely  but  intelligent  face  of  Mr. 
Perry  and  his  tall,  somewhat  ungainly  form,  clothed  with  neatness  but  with 
utter  carelessness  of  the  fashion  of  the  garments  that  covered  it,  moving 
rapidly  through  our  streets  or  driving  everywhere  about  the  town  in  au  open 
wagon  with  a  "  specimen  "  of  the  "Elevator"  behind  the  seat.  Many  then 
children,  now  come  to  middle  age,  will  remember  the  stories  told  them  of  the 
powers  of  this  remarkable  man  and  the  things  which  to  their  wondering 
minds  seemed  to  border  widely  on  the  supernatural,  which  were  said  to  be 
and  often  indeed  were  within  the  range  of  his  possibilities.  He  had  striking 
peculiarities  of  appearance  and  manner  such  as  are  common  to  men  of  his 
stamp  ;  but  these  were  more  than  equaled  by  his  good-nature.  The  fun  and 
jokes  called  forth  by  his  productions  never  annoyed  him ;  he  was  always 
ready  to  laugh  with  those  who  laughed  at  them  or  at  him.  Every  shaft  of 
ridicule,  no  matter  how  well  aimed,  he  met  with  a  merry  twinkle  of  the  eye 
and  a  quick  response  which  generally  left  the  enemy  outwitted  and  himself 
the  master  of  the  field.  Unlike  many  persons  of  his  peculiar  genius  Mr. 
Perry  was  possessed  of  an  abundance  of  common  sense.  He  was  a  man  of 
marked  individuality  ;  he  held  original  opinions  of  his  own  tenaciously  and 
advocated  them  zealously  but  with  tolerance  towards  others.  He  lived  a  long 
and  busy  life  and  was  practically  useful  to  his  own  generation,  as  the  results 
of  his  work  will  continue  to  be  through  coming  generations. 

Mr.  Perry  was  several  times  married,  but  had  only  two  children,  both  sons. 
The  elder  of  these  was  Orin  F.  Perry,  so  long  engaged  in  business  in  Paw- 
tucket  and  well  known  to  the  people  of  this  town,  and  he  is  buried  in 
Woodlawn  Cemetery  here.  His  wife  was  Adeline  Short,  sister  of  Philip  and 
Mace  Short,  of  this  town,  and  she  with  a  daughter,  for  years  a  successful 
teacher  in  our  schools,  resides  here. 

Within  a  few  months  another  long-familiar  form  has  left  its  accustomed 
place,  never  to  return.  Many  years  ago  a  man  came  from  Ireland  to  this 
town  and  settled  at  the  Farmers.  He  lived  in  a  small  house  near  the  school- 
house  there  and  set  up  his  shoemaker's  bench  in  a  little  shop  close  by.  He 
worked  hard  and  he  earned,  though  it  was  sometimes  with  difficulty  that  he 
obtained  a  sufficient  livelihood  for  his  increasing  family.  But  he  labored  on 
with  unremitting  diligence,  and  here  his  children  grew  up  to  honor  him  and 
to  be  an  honor  to  him.  He  was  long  poor  in  this  world's  goods  ;  but  he  and 
his  wife  were  always  rich  in  kind  words  and  deeds,  especially  to  the  school- 
children of  the  neighborhood,  for  whom  they  I'epaired  all  sorts  of  damages, 
from  worn  shoes  to  cut  fingers.     If  these  lines  meet  the  eyes  of  any  who 
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"  weut  to  school  at  the  Fanners"  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago,  they  will  surely 
recall  many  pleasant  memories  of  those  days  connected  with  these  good 
friends  of  their  childhood.  Bleeding  faces,  bruised  limbs,  torn  trowsers, 
rent  frocks,  or  flying  buttons  were  all  alike  to  the  patient  fingers  of  this  busy 
woman,  who  was  never  too  busy  to  restore  the  ravages  of  accident  or  care- 
lessness or  to  comfort  the  timid  hearts  of  frightened  little  ones.  Year  after 
year  this  man  worked  at  his  humble  trade,  long  after  the  necessity  for  daily 
toil  had  passed  away,  for  as  the  years  went  on  great  prosperity  came  to  the 
eldest  son,  and  his  abundant  all  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  his  loved 
parents.  But  that  spot  alone  was  home,  the  routine  of  the  little  shop  too 
much  his  life  ever  to  be  laid  aside,  and  he  left  the  worn  ])ench  only  to  enter 
his  grave.  He  lived  a  simple,  uneventful  life  ;  l)ut  he  lived  it  respectably 
and  well,  and  in  this  regard  he  was  an  example  worthy  to  be  imitated  Ijy  any 
man,  no  matter  how  exalted  his  position.  He  brought  up  his  children  to 
honesty  and  industry  and  left  to  them  and  to  their  children  this  richest 
inheritance.  Though  he  occupied  a  humble  place  it  will  be  a  long  time 
before  John  Nerney  is  forgotten. 

The  original  title  to  the  Nortii  Purchase,  as  already  stated,  was  derived 
from  Alexander,  the  son  of  Massasoit  and  the  elder  brother  of  the  cele- 
brated Philip,  sachem  of  Pockanoket.  His  original  name  was  Mooanam. 
afterwards  Wamsutta  or  Wamsitta,  and  finally  Alexander  Pockanoket,  which 
last  name  was  bestowed  upon  him,  and  that  of  Philip  upon  his  brother,  by 
the  Plymouth  Court  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  their  father,  Massasoit. 
It  appears  to  have  been  a  custom  with  the  aborigines  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  at  least  with  their  chiefs,  to  assume  new  names  on  the  decease  of 
any  one  of  the  family  to  which  they  belonged.  Tliis  custom  may  perhaps  be 
traced  to  some  Eastern  <jrigin,  as  many  of  the  Indian  ceremonies  have 
already  been  by  historians. 

On  a  visit  which  these  two  sons  made  to  Plymouth  on  .lune  H»,  KiliO, 
during  a  session  of  the  court  which  commenced  June  0  their  English  names 
by  which  they  were  generally  known  to  us  were  bestowed  upon  them.  A 
record  of  this  transaction  is  preserved  on  the  Old  Colony  books,  which  is 
here  copied  :  — 

"June  10,  IGGO.  At  the  earnest  request  of  Wamsitta  desiring  that,  in 
regard  his  father  is  lately  deceased,  and  he  l)eing  desirous,  arrnnliiKj  to  the 
custom  of  the  natives,  to  change  his  name,  that  the  court  would  confer  an 
English  nam«!  upon  him,  which  accordingly  they  did,  and  tlierefore  ordered 
that  for  the  future  he  sliail  be  culled  by  the  name  of  Alexander  Pokanoket ; 
and  desiring  tiie  same  in  hchnlf  of  his  brotlici',  tliey  have  nmncil  him 
Phillip." 

There  has  lieen  niiich  conlrovcrsy  among  historians  concerning  the  time  of 
Maasasoit's  death.  Ancient  historians  have  usually  assigned  a  date  several 
years  earlier;    modern   biographers  and   iiistorians    iiavo  generally  supposed 
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it  several  years  later  than  the  true  period.  The  circumstance  of  the  bestow- 
ment  of  these  names  upon  these  brothers  is  mentioned  by  the  ancient 
historians,  but  not  the  occasion  of  it,  and  without  fixing  any  precise  date. 
One  writer,^  who  supposes  his  death  to  have  occurred  several  years  subse- 
quent to  1661,  thinks  the  fact  of  the  father  not  being  mentioned  as  having 
attended  this  ceremony,  which  was  for  the  confirmation  of  a  treaty,  etc., 
with  his  sons,  occasioned  the  suggestion  that  he  was  dead,  and  he  further 
says:  "It  would  be  a  sufficient  explanation  of  his  absence  however,  that 
he  was  now  an  old  man,  and  that  the  distance  of  Sowarns  from  Plymouth 
was  more  than  forty  miles." 

The  above  record,  however,  clearly  proves  that  Massasoit  died  a  short  time 
previous  to  June  10,  1660,  and  previous  to  his  first  publication  of  it  in  1834 
the  author  had  never  seen  it  in  print.  It  shows  the  origin  of  Wamsutta's 
modern  name,  and  with  the  honor  of  being  called  after  the  great  warriors  of 
antiquity  he  and  his  brother  were  greatly  pleased. 

The  colonists  during  this  friendly  intercourse  could  not  have  anticipated 
that  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  the  younger  brother,  upon  whom  they  were 
then  conferring  the  name  of  an  ancient  conqueror  and  who  was  possessed  of 
all  the  natural  talent  and  ambition  of  his  great  namesake,  though  not  his 
power  or  good  fortune,  would  become  their  most  dangerous  enemy  and  the 
terror  of  all  New  England. 

It  appears  that  among  some  tribes  of  the  natives  the  custom  prevailed  of 
changing  their  habitations  as  well  as  their  names  on  the  decease  of  a  member 
of  the  family.  I  have  learned  from  a  reliable  source  the  following  instance  : 
On  a  part  of  the  farm  of  the  late  Ebenezer  Daggett  (most  recentl}^  of  the 
late  Harvey  M.  Daggett),  previous  to  its  occupation  by  the  whites,  and  for 
some  years  after,  resided  several  families  b}'  the  name  of  Read,  who  were 
said  to  be  of  a  mixed  race,  Indian  and  negro,  and  who  were  always  observed 
to  change  the  location  of  their  huts  on  the  death  of  any  one  of  their  number. 
This  change  occurred  several  times  within  the  observation  of  the  early 
settlers.  This  custom  they  probably  derived  from  their  Indian  descent.  At 
one  time  the  huts  of  these  people  were  on  the  brook  passing  through  the 
farm,  where  it  crosses  the  "  East  Ba}'  Road,"  very  near  the  old  Daggett 
homestead.  The  survivors  who  lived  till  after  this  road  was  laid  out,  which 
passed  near  their  dwellings,  requested  that  when  they  died  they  might  be 
buried  near  that  road  with  their  heads  towards  it,  '•'•  so  that  they  could  hear 
the  neives  when,  the  great  jyost-stage  jMssed." 

Their  request  was  complied  with  and  they  were  buried  a  few  rods  from  the 
route  where  the  old  road  passed,  with  their  heads  in  that  direction.  The 
place  where  they  were  buried  is  still  pointed  out  in  a  small  valley  on  elevated 
ground.     The   hillocks  over  their  graves,   four  in  number,   were  distinctly 


'  B.  B.  Thatcher.    See  his  Indian  Biograplij-,  vol.  i,  chap,  vii,  p.  141. 
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visible  withiu  the  reinein])rance  of  the  author.  They  seemed  to  have  no 
idea  of  a  physical  extinction  by  death,  but  to  consider  it  as  some  sort 
of  natural  chauo;e  merely  and  not  a  destruction  of  the  material  system.  The 
postman's  horn  has  never  disturbed  their  slumbers,  and  the  news  of  the 
great  post-stage  for  which  they  longed  has  never  reached  their  ears. 
The  plowshare  of  the  husbandman  has  long  since  leveled  the  mounds  that 
covered  their  graves.  The  postman's  stage,  too,  has  long  since  disappeared 
from  the  hills  and  valleys  of  New  P^ngland,  and  the  cheerful  echoes  of  his 
horn  have  ceased  to  send  their  lively  sounds  to  the  listening  ears  of  lonely 
settlers.  The  lumbering  carriage  that  wended  its  slow  way  from  Boston  to 
Bristol  and  returned  once  a  week  has  given  place  to  a  swift  vehicle  which 
announces  its  passing  with  a  frightful  shriek  and  which  flies  over  the  same 
distance  daily  in  two  hours'  time.  These  humble  sleepers  still  wait  for  the 
coming  of  the  "  newes  "  that  will  never  be  brought  to  them. 

]\Iany  of  the  people  of  this  town  have  emigrated  to  other  parts  of  the 
country.  Various  families  at  different  periods  removed  to  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  Ohio,  and  western  New  York,  and  some  ninety  years  ago  many 
emigrated  to  ditterent  towns  in  Maine  and  laid  the  foundation  for  some  of 
them.     Union  included  many  inhabitants  from  this  place. 

In  178!)  a  number  of  young  men  in  this  town,  mostly  unmarried  and 
without  much  capital,  believing  the}'  could  better  their  condition  by  emigrating 
to  some  place  where  land  was  newer  and  cheaper,  formed  a  company  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  a  tract  of  land  in  a  new  settlement.  They  met  in 
various  places  in  their  neighborhood  and  discussed  the  subject  in  all  its 
bearings.  Nine  persons  joined  this  company,  which  was  called  "The  Nine 
Partners."  They  were  Ilosea  Tiffany,  Caleb  Richardson,  Jr..  Ezekiel 
Titus,  Robert  FoUet,  John  Carpenter,  Moses  Tliacher,  Daniel  Carpenter, 
Samuel  Thacher,  and  Josiah  Carpenter,  all  of  Attleborough.  TitTany,  Titus, 
and  Follet  were  married,  and  all  but  Tiffany,  who  was  over  thirty,  were 
under  twenty-live.  After  exan)ining  several  locations  in  western  New  York 
they  finally  selected  northeastern  Pennsylvania  and  pureliased  a  tract  of 
land  four  miles  long  ancl  one  mile  in  width  in  Susijuehanna  County  for 
£1,198,  about  85,800.  On  Tuesday,  May  1«,  1  7'.M),  tiiey  reached  the  "  Heaver 
Meadf)ws  "  in  the  westerly  jiart  of  their  purchase,  and  close  by  a  large  spring 
at  the  lower  extremity  of  Hiis  meadow  tiiey  built  a  rude  caliin  as  a  temporary 
shelter.  The  writings  for  their  purchase  were  drawn  up  and  signed  on  a 
hemlock  stump,  .May  22,  IT'.Ml.  That  re<fion  was  liien  the  solitude  of  an 
immense  wilderness,  a  rocky,  rou;^h,  au<l  mountainous  tract,  but  tiiey  later 
made  it  "  blossonj  as  tiie  rose"  with  churcht's,  schooliiouses,  sawmills, 
maniifactorii's,  mechanics'  shops,  and  stores,  making  of  it  one  of  the 
pleasantest  towns  among  tin-  hills  and  valleys  of  its  great  State;  and  in  due 
time  the  imn  ruailway  i)roii;jlit  inteicoiirsc  with  the  outside  world. 

••To   distiiluite    tlieii-  joint    purchase,    a    plan    was    adojited    by    which    l.'tO 
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acres  were  assigned  to  each  partner,  and  the  remainder  kept  as  a  common 
domain.  The  division,  like  that  of  Israel's  promised  inheritance  was  made 
by  lot,  and  resnlted  satisfactorily.  By  a  snbsequent  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Drinker,  the  landholder,  their  joint  obligation  for  the  wholesale  purchase 
was  cancelled,  and  individuals  became  responsible  for  their  own  posses- 
sions." The  purchasers  at  once  commenced  clearing  some  portions  of  their 
laud  and  preparing  it  for  habitation  ;  but  having  no  means  of  procuring  the 
provisions  necessary  for  their  support  they  returned  to  Attleborough  till  the 
fall.  Having  thus  commenced  their  settlement  they  continued  for  a  year  or 
two  to  go  back  and  forth  between  it  and  this  town.  Like  the  company, 
it  was  called  "  The  Nine  Partners"  until  1807,  when  it  was  incorporated  as 
a  town  under  the  name  of  Harford. 

These  nine  young  men  were  followed  by  a  large  number  of  their  friends 
and  relatives  from  this  town.  February  2,  1792,  Hosea  Tiffany  and  wife, 
with  their  three  children  —  Hosea,  Amos,  and  Nancy  —  and  Robert  FoUet, 
wife,  and  daughter  Lucy,  started  from  here  with  ox  teams  and  arrived  at 
the  settlement  the  first  week  in  March.  These  were  the  first  white  women 
who  visited  that  place.  In  the  spring  of  1794  additions  to  the  settlement 
were  as  follows  :  Laban  Capron.i  wife,  and  children  ;  Thomas  Sweet,  wife, 
and  daughter;  John  Carpenter,  wife,  and  son;  Samuel  Thacher,  wife,  and 
son  ;  John  Tyler,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  Capron.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  John  Tyler, 
his  wife,  and  children,  and  Thomas  Tiffany,  wife,  and  children  went  out. 
The  Tylers  were  three  weeks  on  this  journey  from  Attleborough  to  ''  The 
Nine  Partners."  In  the  fall  of  1795  Amos  Sweet,  wife,  and  children  and 
Ezekiel  Titus,  wife,  and  children  followed  ;  and  during  the  same  3'ear,  or 
soon  after,  a  number  of  emigrants  were  added  to  the  .settlement :  Elkanah 
Tingley,  Obadiah  Carpenter  and  sous,  Joseph  Blanding,  Obediah  Thacher, 
John  Thacher,  Moses  Thacher,  Abel  Read,  Thomas  Wilmarth,  Noah  Fuller, 
Nathaniel  Claflin,  and  others.  All  the  emigrants  previous  to  1800  were  from 
this  town,  with  the  exception  of  Jonathan  Oakley,  who  was  a  native  of  New 
York  State.  Eight  of  the  "  Nine  Partners"  were  living  in  1830,  forty  years 
after  their  first  view  of  the  wilderness  ;  fourteen  years  later,  in  1844,  only 
two  remained,  Ezekiel  Titus  in  Harford,  and  Moses  Thacher  in  Ohio.  In 
1846  the  last  one  died.  The  first  marriage  in  the  settlement  was  that  of 
Orlen  Capron  to  Ama  Carpenter,  in  October,  1798;  and  the  first  death  was 
that  of  an  infant  daughter  of  Robert  Follet,  in  December,  1796,  and  hers 
was  the  first  body  placed  in  the  graveyard.  Dr.  Comfort  Capron  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Harford  in  1794.  He  died  in  June,  1800,  and 
his  was  the  first  death  among  the  adults. 

These  families  carried  their  New  England  homes  and  customs  and  forms 
of  social  life  with  them,  and  the  natural  results  were  produced  in  the  reli- 


i  Father  of  Mrs.  Nancy  Stanley,  before  referred  to. 
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gious  and  educational  character  of  succeeding  generations.  The  institutions 
of  New  England  were  introduced  into  their  life  in  the  wilderness :  the 
church  and  the  schoolhouse  stood  there  side  by  side.  The  tirst  church  was 
formed  June  13,  1800,  about  ten  years  after  the  settlement  was  founded,  by 
Rev.  Jedediah  Chapman,  a  missionary  frona  New  Jersey.  It  was  the  child 
of  the  .Second  Congregational  Church  of  this  town  and  consisted  of  seven 
members,  all  of  whom  had  letters  from  that  church.  It  also  received  addi- 
tions from  time  to  time  from  the  mother  church.  At  first  the  members 
adopted  the  articles  of  faith  professed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Chapman,  who  was  a 
Presbyterian  and  who  organized  the  church,  but  in  March,  1803,  they  unani- 
mously adopted  the  confession  of  faith  and  platform  of  the  Attleborough 
church  in  affectionate  remembrance  of  the  friends  they  had  left.  Soon 
afterward,  however,  these  were  somewhat  modified  and  made  more  brief. 
John  Tyler  and  Obadiah  Carpenter  were  the  first  deacons.  The  church  had 
but  one  addition,  and  that  was  by  letter,  for  the  first  three  years.  l\\  1800 
a  small  meetinghouse,  twenty-two  feet  by  tliirty,  was  erected,  and  al^out  1822 
a  larger  edifice  was  Iniilt.  In  1878  the  church  membership  was  one  hundred 
and  eighty-four,  and  during  the  almost  eighty  years  of  its  existence  had  had 
nearly  eight  hundred  names  enrolU'd  upon  its  books.  At  that  time  Harford 
was  a  very  prosperous  little  town  nuuil)ering  sixteen  hundred  people. 

The  church  was  visited  during  the  several  years  immediately  succeeding 
its  formation  by  ditVerent  missionaries  from  the  vicinity,  who  labored  with 
the  people  on  their  occasional  visits,  but  on  August  4,  1810,  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Kingsbury  was  installed  as  the  first  pastor.  He  was  a  native  of  Coventry, 
Conn.,  and  a  graduate  of  Yale  College.  He  continued  to  be  the  pastor  until 
1827.  Rev.  Adam  Miller  preached  his  first  sermon  in  the  church  Septeml)er 
21,  l'S28,  soon  received  a  call,  and  was  installed  April  2-S,  183(t.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  service  of  the  ))eoplt'  during  an  uiiiiilfiiiiptt,'d  pi'i'iod  of  fifty 
years.  On  September  2'.!,  1-S7-S,  the  (iflicth  :iiiiii\t'r.sary  of  his  ministry  was 
celebrated,  when  he  delivered  a  valualilf  and  iiitiresting  historical  sermon. 
He  had  labored  with  that  people  through  many  of  their  early  struggles,  until 
the  settlers  had  built  up  their  s(jcial  edifice,  and  now  they  had  become  a 
prosperous  townsliip  and  an  educated  and  intelligent  community.  He  died 
December  1 ,  IHMl . 

The  colr)nj'  cxistcMl  foi-  ;i  h^no  time  without  the  safeguards  of  a  civil 
organization.  For  a  while  tiny  had  no  magistrates  or  public  ofHcers.  Thev 
succeeded  in  governing  themselves.  Tlu-  temptations  to  controversies  were 
very  limited  with  a  peopK;  who  were  at  WvM  all  I'ugaged  in  .subduing  and 
cultivating  their  soil.  lint  perhaps  lli:it  which  most  distinguished  them  ami 
<lid  them  the  most  credit  was  their  devotion  U)  the  cause  of  education  —  to 
their  schools  and  various  educational  institutions,  (ireat  attention  was  given 
to  the  education  <>f  the  youth  of  the  place.  M.any  of  the  young  emigrants 
were  themselves  (|Ualilie(l  for  tenehers  before  they  left   their  homes,  and  made 
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school-teaching  their  vocation,  some  of  them  for  life,  in  their  uew  settle- 
ment or  in  neighboring  towns.  Rev.  Lvman  Richardson,  son  of  the  emi- 
grant Caleb  Richardson,  who  was  one  of  the  original  "  partners,"  commenced 
teaching  while  quite  young.  He  soon  established  a  select  classical  school  in 
Harford,  which  he  maintained  during  his  life.  It  was  incorporated  as  the 
Franklin  Academy  but  afterw^ard  called  Harford  University.  "  Ezekiel  Titus, 
Thomas  Wilmarth,  and  Jacob  Blake  cleared  tlie  land  whereon  Franklin 
Academy  subsequently  stood,  in  1795-6."  In  1S17  Lyman  Richardson  com- 
menced his  classical  school.  In  1830  the  name  of  Franklin  Academy  was 
given  to  the  school,  and  soon  after  the  first  building  was  erected.  In  1836 
it  had  become  a  "recognized  institution  of  learning  in  N.  E.  Penns^ivania, 
having  a  charter  from  the  Legislature."  In  the  course  of  twelve  or  fifteen 
years  a  number  of  small  "  Halls  "  had  been  added  to  the  first  building.  In 
these  many  students  boarded  themselves  and  studied.  In  1850  the  institution 
became  Harford  University. 

In  this  school  were  educated  not  only  the  youth  of  the  place  but  many 
from  various  townships  in  northern  Pennsylvania  and  vicinity.  Many  were 
prepared  for  college  and  many  educated  for  various  other  walks  of  life,  who 
afterward  became  useful  and  eminent  men.  Several  were  judges  in  the 
courts  of  different  .States  ;  one  was  a  governor,  and  others  were  lawyers, 
physicians,  ministers,  teachers,  professors,  etc.,  of  ability  and  prominence. 
Harford  has  herself  furnished  several  men  prominent  in  public  life  who  were 
educated  in  her  own  schools. 

The  university  flourished  for  a  number  of  years,  but  about  1865  ceased  its 
existence  as  such,  for  it  is  said  the  Rev.  Lyman  Richardson  "  closed  his 
work,  and  heard  his  last  recitation  probal)ly  "  in  that  year.  As  far  as  could 
be  ascertained  the  number  of  students  who  had  been  enrolled  upon  its  cata- 
logues was  about  1,800.  "Hon.  F.  B.  Streeter,  Solicitor  of  the  U.  S. 
Treasury,  says,  '  I  believe  that  school  has  been  of  more  service  to  the 
country  generally  than  any  other  Literary  Institution  within  my  knowledge. 
Franklin  Academy  has  been  peculiarly  a  school  for  poor  men's  sons,  and  the 
instances  are  not  few  of  very  obscure  young  men  who  have  left  it  to  occupy 
stations  of  comparative  distinction  and  usefulness.'  "  Soon  after  the  close  of 
the  Civil  War  the  State  selected  the  grounds  and  buildings  of  this  institution 
as  a  suitable  location  for  a  school  for  soldiers'  orphans.  Though  no  longer 
the  seat  of  classical  learning  the  site  is  still  used  for  educational  purposes 
and  the  orphan  school  is  very  flourishing. 

Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Harford  at  this  day  bear  the  same  names 
which  their  ancestors  carried  with  them  from  their  native  town,  and  not  one 
of  those  names  has  become  extinct  in  this  town. 

On  the  whole,  we  think  we  have  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  these  descend- 
ants in  Harford  ;  we  think  they  have  done  credit  to  their  ancestr}'.  Long 
may  they  sustain  the  institutions  which  they  reestablished  on  the  banks  of 
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the  Susquehanna  and  abide  in  the  principles  which  they  carried  with  them 
from  Attleliorough,  New  England  !  INIay  the  seed  take  even  deeper  root  and 
flourish  more  extensively  iu  this  fertile  Held  aud  bear  yet  more  abimdaut  fruit 
for  future  ages  ! 

Judge  George  Leonard,  of  Norton,  was  so  intimately  connected  in  various 
ways  with  this  town  and  was  a  man  so  well  known  in  his  day  and  generation 
that  some  mention  of  him  Avill  not  l)e  inappropriate.  He  was  an  owner  of 
land  in  this  town.  Captain  Thomas  Leonard  and  Lieutenant  James  Leonard, 
of  Taunton,  of  his  family,  bought  fifty  acres,  more  or  less,  of  John  Daggett, 
of  Kehoboth.  He  had  business  connections  here  and  much  intercourse  with 
our  fathers  of  the  last  generation.  He  was  born  in  Norton  and  was  a 
descendant  of  the  first  James  Leonard  who  settled  in  Taunton.  The  family 
were  for  many  generations  both  in  Europe  and  America  famous  as  iron  mer- 
chants, were  men  of  prominence,  of  high  breeding,  and  great  wealth. 
Thomas  and  James,  sons  of  James  the  first,  were  the  founders  of  the  great 
"  Leonard  Iron  Works"  of  Norton.  The  place  where  they  built  their  foundry 
was  called  "Stony  Brook"  later  and  now  again  "  Chartley  Brook."  The 
origin  of  this  latter  name  is  not  known,  but  very  probably  may  have  been 
the  name  of  some  place  or  stream  near  the  native  place  of  the  Leonards, 
Pontypool,  in  Wales,  aud  by  them  given  to  this  little  stream  on  which  they 
settled.  One  of  the  early  owners  here  greatly  enlarged  the  original  iron 
works  and  increased  his  paternal  inheritance  of  several  hundred  acres  to  the 
extent  of  nearly  a  thousand  acres,  so  that  at  the  time  of  whicli  we  write  the 
estate  was  the  largest  in  Bristol  County  and  probably  the  largest  in  New 
England.  Its  timber  lands  were  "  the  most  valual)le  in  the  State."  It  is 
said  that  tiie  keel  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  "Old  Ironsides."  was  taken 
from  these  lands. 

Judge  Leonai'd  occupied  the  oUl  manorial  mansion  l)uilt  before  1700,  and 
here,  surrounded  liy  iiis  tenantry,  he  lived  in  the  style  (»f  an  English  country 
gentleman.  Tlie  nntiiiiie  :iinl  rich  f iiiniliii-e  whicli  adorned  the  house  was  of 
English  make  and  had  descended  from  his  forefathers  ;  his  carriage  was  of 
tlicr  large,  pon<lerous  build  of  their  day  ;  and  his  dress  was  of  the  same 
fashion  as  tliat  wcmii  Ity  liis  ancestors  whi'ii  tliey  left  Iheir  native  siiore. 
Iniieiiting  many  of  the  trails  of  his  English  and  Colonial  lineage,  he  was 
satisfied,  though  others  had  changed,  to  retain  many  of  liieir  maniuTs  and 
customs.  His  park  was  a  great  attraction  and  the  deer  wliich  roamed  il  at 
will  of  great  interest  to  his  iieighb<»rs  .-md  to  many  travelers  fioni  far  and 
wide,  and  these  animals  he  preserved  to  l!ie  dny  of  his  death.  lie  \va>  .m  line 
gentleman  of  the  old  school — comity  in  presence,  courteous  in  leanner, 
genial  in  intercourse  with  his  friends  ;iiid  neighbors  ;  everyltody  Umw  him, 
evervl>odv  admired  and  respected  liim.  fie  held  immiiv  ollices  of  Ikmioi  and 
trust.  He  was  a  judge  of  probate  for  several  years  and  pi'rforine<l  many 
marriage  ceremonies  in   his  own   and    adjoining  towns,  some   here.      He   was 
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judge  of  the  court  of  couimou  pleas  aucl  later  chief  justice  of  the  same  ; 
was  registrar  of  probate,  councillor,  State  senator,  and  was  a  menil^er  of 
the  First,  Third,  and  Fourth  Congi*esses  of  the  United  States.  The  iron 
works  were  discontinued  before  his  death  and  saw  and  grist  mills  erected  on 
the  old  foundation,  and  at  present  a  jewelry  shop,  some  j^ears  since  estab- 
lished, is  using  the  water  power. 

There  is  now  scarcely  a  survivor  of  those  historic  times,  scarcely  one 
born  within  the  days  of  Washington  ;  and  the  few  remaining  relics  of  that 
interesting  past  are  fast  disappearing.  Some  perhaps  remember  the  old 
manor  house  in  its  latter  days  and  the  workshop,  in  whose  belfry  hung  a  large 
bell  which  summoned  the  workmen  to  their  meals  from  distant  fields  ;  and  the 
limits  of  tlie  deer  park  were  pointed  out  until  recently.  Some  memories  will 
no  doubt  recall  the  oft-repeated  tales  of  former  splendors  connected  with  this 
baronial-like  residence  and  its  opulent  owners,  with  its  many  romances, 
brilliant  and  shadowy,  and  perhaps  a  restless,  wandering  ghost.  The  bell 
has  long  since  ceased  its  noisy  clangor  and  the  belfry  been  torn  down  ;  the 
laborers'  busy  days  of  toil  on  those  broad  fields  are  over  ;  the  haunts  of 
the  deer  have  vanished,  and  the  giants  of  the  park  have  bowed  to  the  ruthless 
blows  of  the  woodman's  axe  or  fallen  neglected  beneath  the  ravages  of  time  ; 
while  the  fine  old  mansion  itself  has  lost  all  prestige  of  state  and  antiquity 
by  being  imjjroved  into  a  modern  dwelling,  and  its  rare  old  furniture  is  scat- 
tered to  the  winds  of  heaven.  If  any  of  the  former  owners  who  looked  up 
with  pride  to  that  ancient  roof  with  its  venerable  gables  and  welcomed  theu' 
friends  within  those  walls  with  stately  pomp  and  dignified  hospitality  could 
now  revisit  the  earth,  they  would  search  in  vain  for  one  single  landmark  of 
their  once  beautiful  home,  and  sorrowing  they  would  find  themselves  in  the 
midst  of  an  unknown  people  surrounded  with  scenes  new  and  strange. 

There  are  some  very  interesting  circumstances  connected  with  the  early 
history  of  that  poi'tion  of  the  town  now  called  Mechanicsville  or  Mechanics. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  a  saw  and  grist  mill  stood  by  the 
stream  there.  Previous  to  1740  one  Robert  Saunderson  bought  the  premises 
and  set  up  a  forge  for  manufacturing  iron.  This  "  Bloomery,"  the  name 
then  given  to  the  business,  became  quite  a  celebrated  establishment.  Not 
very  much  is  known  of  Mr.  Saunderson.  He  was  a  merchant  of  Boston  at 
the  time  of  his  purchase,  was  supposed  to  be  an  emigrant  from  England,  and 
was  doubtless  a  man  of  substance.  He  built  for  himself  a  house  here  some- 
what after  the  English  style  and  superior  to  any  in  town  at  that  age,  where 
he  lived  in  an  elegant  and  fashionable  manner.  He  furnished  it  as  befitted 
an  opulent  gentleman  and  extended  liberal  hospitality  to  his  numerous  friends 
and  neighbors,  providing  the  highest  entertainment  for  them.  He  had  his 
wine  cellar,  his  carriage  and  span  of  horses,  and  maintained  a  state  of  great 
luxury.  There  appears  to  be  no  mention  traditionally  or  otherwise  of  a 
Madame  Saunderson,  and  it  would  therefore  seem  probable  that  Mr.  Saun- 
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dersou  may  Imve  been  that  verv  interestino;  personage,  a  ikh  luulielor.  In 
some  ways  the  world  changes  not  a  whit;  I)y  the  present  we  can  frequently 
read  the  past ;  and,  if  this  conjecture  be  true,  it  is  reasonalily  certain  that  his 
lonely  condition  was  not  due  to  lack  of  sympathy  on  the  part  of  any  of  the 
fair  damsels  of  his  day. 

His  house  and  its  surroundings  must  have  formed  an  attractive  scene, 
a  picturesque  sylvan  retreat.  There  was  the  pretty  pond  with  gently  slQping 
wooded  banks,  the  little  river  flowing  cheerfully  by,  and  the  unique  dwelling 
itself  in  its  setting  of  green,  shaded  with  primeval  trees  by  day  and  lighted 
up  with  the  lurid  fires  of  the  forge  by  night.  It  is  easy  to  picture  the  house 
and  its  varied  throngs  of  guests.  There  is  the  real  son  of  the  Pilgrims, 
sturdy,  solemn,  austere  in  garb  and  manner;  there  is  the  stately  colonial 
dame  in  her  stiff,  rich  rolies,  with  her  dignitied  portly  lonl.  becomingly  proud 
of  his  comely  person,  his  handsome  dress,  and  his  exalted  position  ;  there  is 
the  modest  Puritan  maiden,  l)ewitching  in  her  innocence  and  in  spite  of  her 
primness  and  the  plain  severity  of  her  (*ostume  ;  l)y  her  side  the  city-bred 
young  lad}',  wearing  her  toilet  of  the  latest  fashion  with  haughty  grace, 
conscious  of  her  charms,  certain  of  her  conquests  ;  and  tiiere  are  quaint, 
demure  children,  the  counterpart  in  miniature  of  their  stern  and  sober  eldera. 
Again  perhaps  we  see  a  gathering  of  youths  and  maidens  who  dare  to  laugh 
and  lie  merry  under  the  encouraging  eye  of  their  gracious  host ;  or  ])ossibly 
some  gentlemen  of  gentility  from  the  far-off  town  of  Boston  have  driven 
out  to  this  country  residence,  to  feast  upon  their  old  friend's  good  things, 
to  test  the  merits  of  his  wine  cellar,  pronounce  upon  the  rich  mellowness  of 
his  oldest  and  rarest  liquids,  and  to  drink  the  health  of  His  Majesty,  the 
King,  '•  after  the  good  old  English  customs."  Still  again,  in  imagination,  we 
may  hear  the  conversation  of  some  manly  group  as  they  talk  of  politics,  of 
their  conduct  in  the  old  home  laud,  of  their  l)eing  well  or  ill  managed  in  the 
new.  Now  and  again  the  rigliteous  indignation  of  some  elder  over  a  fresh 
act  of  injustice  on  the  part  of  the  mother  country  is  forcibly  expressed,  or 
we  listen  to  the  fiery  speech  of  scune  hot-blooded  youth,  who  springs  to  his 
feet  and  with  hand  on  sword  hilt  stands  ready  to  avi'uge  that  and  every 
wrong.  I{y  the  light  of  the  years  which  have  intervened  we  can  see  in 
a  scene  like  this,  one  which  very  probably  nuiy  have  taken  place  here,  our 
great  Kepublio  in  embryo,  and  yet  as  we  look  liack  we  can  l)iit  marvel  at 
those  wondrous  changes  the  time  has  wrought. 

After  a  time  .Mr.  Saunderson  sold  a  portion  of  his  propeity  in  this  town, 
liut  for  what  special  reason  does  not  appear,  nor  is  anything  whatever  known 
of  Ids  subs(!(|ucnt  history.  Robert  Li'^htfoot,  who  was  also  a  lioston  mer- 
chant, was  tlu;  ])nrchasor,  and  he  became  the  •"  Iron  Master"  in  this  place. 
He  is  sMpi)08ed  to  have  lived  in  this  house,  which  in  later  days  became  still 
more  famoiiH,  partly  owing  to  its  peculiar  construction  ami  partly  to  the 
scenes  which  it  in  knf)wn  were  enacted  within    its   walls.      It   c:ime   in    time   to 
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be  known  as  the  ''chapel,"  from  the  shape  in  which  it  was  built.  It  was 
externally  in  the  form  usual  to  chapels  and  was  two  stories  high.  The 
upper  part  was  occupied  by  the  family,  and  the  lower  floor  by  the  domestics 
of  the  household  and  perhaps  farm  servants,  for  the  estate  comprised  much 
more  than  the  premises  occupied  by  the  bloomery.  The  ''  old  chapel"  stood 
facing  the  pond  and  about  one  hundred  feet  from  it.  It  was  about  square 
in  shape,  the  first  story  built  of  stone  with  very  low  rooms  and  stone-flagged 
floors,  but  the  second  story  was  very  high.  There  was  a  large  circular  hall 
in  the  centre  with  a  narrow  passageway  leading  into  it  from  each  side  of 
the  house,  and  there  was  a  row  of  triangular-shaped  rooms  all  around. 
These  were  all  lofty,  airy  apartments,  and  all  opened  into  the  great  central 
hall.  Some  parts  of  the  house  were  elaborately  finished,  and  it  long 
continued  to  be  the  most  stylish  building  in  town  and  renowned  for  its 
hospitality.  Mr.  Lightfoot  appears  to  have  fully  maintained  the  reputation 
established  by  his  predecessor,  for  he  administered  the  civilities  of  the  age 
to  many  friends  and  acquaintances,  entertaining  them  with  generous  liber- 
ality. He  came  here  in  1742.  How  long  he  remained  is  not  known,  but  he 
removed  from  here  to  Newport,  R,  I.,  and  in  1759  Thomas  Cobb  purchased 
the  "•  Bloomery  "  and  all  its  appurtenances  of  him  and  John  Merritt  and 
wife,  of  Providence,  who  were  then  part  owners  of  the  premises. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  born  in  Taunton  and  married  Lydia,  oldest  daughter  of 
James  Leonard,  Jr.,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Chartley  Iron  Works,  this 
connection  being  probably  the  cause  or  the  effect  of  his  entering  upon  the 
business  of  an  iron  manufacturer.  We  may  naturally  suppose  the  business 
here  to  have  been  a  profitable  one,  as  Mr.  Cobb  made  quite  extensive  pur- 
chases of  land  besides  that  of  the  property  of  the  forge,  etc.,  which  belonged 
to  his  predecessors.  May  11,  1760,  he  bought  land  on  the  Bay  Road,  of 
Hezekiah  Peck,  of  this  town.  The  witnesses  to  the  transaction  were  John 
Daggett  and  George  Leonard,  Jr.  September  11,  1762,  he  purchased  of 
Amos  Sweet,  son  of  John  Sweet,  two  tracts  of  land,  one  of  twenty  acres 
assigned  to  Amos  in  the  division  of  liis  father's  estate,  and  another  lot 
assigned  to  Sarah,  his  sister,  containing  about  thirty-one  and  a  half  acres, 
"  with  part  of  a  dwelling-house  standing  on  the  same."  May  18,  1764,  he 
purchased  of  Benjamin  Sweet,  another  heir  of  John  Sweet,  a  tract  contain- 
ing thirty-four  and  three-fourths  acres,  adjoining  the  forge  pond  and  his 
other  lands,  his  entire  purchase  in  Attleborough  amounting  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty-five  acres,  including  the  iron  works.  He  lived  in  the  "chapel" 
house,  and  during  his  residence  of  twenty  or  more  years  in  town  he  identified 
himself  thoroughly  with  the  people  of  his  vicinity  and  took  an  interest  in 
their  civil  and  religious  concerns.  As  a  token  of  his  personal  regard  and 
appreciation,  he  gave  in  his  will  a  legacy  to  the  then  pastor  of  the  Seci^nd 
Church,  Rev.  Peter  Thacher.  "  For  the  friendship  and  good  will  I  bear  the 
Rev.  Peter  Thacher  of  Attleborough,  I  give  him  £30,  lawful  money,  to  be 
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paid  him  bv  my  Executors  liereiu  uftor  nuine'd  out  of  my  estate  withiu  one 
year  after  my  decease." 

The  records  mention  five  children  of  Mr.  Cobb:  Thomas,  of  Taunton,  to 
whom  on  January  22,  1765,  he  sold  all  his  lauds  iu  that  place  ;  Jonathan,  to 
whom  on  the  same  date  he  sold  "■  My  mansion  house,  etc.  in  Attleborough, 
all  which  I  bought  of  Robert  Lightfoot,  John  Merritt,  Hezekiah  Peck,  Amos 
Sweet,  and  Benjamin  Sweet";  David;  and  two  daugiiters.  David  was  born 
here  September  14,  174?^,  a  quite  conclusive  proof  that  his  father  was  then 
carrj-ing  on  the  iron  works  either  as  superintendent  for  Lightfoot  or  by  lease 
for  himself.  He  held  a  greater  diversity  of  public  occupations  and  number 
of  oillces  than  any  other  living  man  in  that  age  and  discharged  them  all  with 
honor  and  credit.  He  became  a  physician,  a  general,  a  judge,  was  President 
of  the  Senate,  Speaker  of  the  House,  member  of  Congress  one  term.  Coun- 
cillor, and  Lieutenant-Governor.'  He  married  Eleanor  Bradish  by  whom  he 
had  a  large  family  of  cliildren,  and  he  died  in  1830  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-two.  Mr.  Cobb's  two  charming  and  attractive  daughters,  Hannah  and 
Sally,  were  regarded  as  accomplished  ladies  and  ornaments  to  society. 

Though  Mr.  Cobb  disposed  of  his  property  here  to  one  of  his  sons  he  con- 
tinued his  residence  in  town  for  some  years,  but  finally  removed  to  Taunton. 

The  histor}'  of  any  house  would  not  be  complete  without  romances,  and 
the  "chapel"  annals  do  not  lack  in  that  regard.  Here  the  Rev.  Josiah 
Crocker,  an  eminent  clergyman  of  Taunton,  found  a  wife.  He  was  the 
sixth  minister  of  the  First  Church  of  Taunton  and  the  progenitor  of  the 
prominent  family  of  that  name  there  at  the  present  day.  In  Mr.  Crocker's 
"Family  Bible"  is  the  following  record:  "Attleborough,  Nov.  5"',  17G1. 
Then  were  Josiah  Crocker  and  ]\Iiss  Hannah  Cobb  joined  together  in  the 
solemn  covenant  of  matrimony  at  her  father's,  by  the  Hon.  George  Leonard, 
Es().  ^lay  God's  countenance  shine  upon  us.  Rev.  Mr.  Tiiacher  made  the 
first  prayer  and  gave  advice.  Col.  Leonard  declared  us  married  according  to 
law,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Weld  jnade  last  prayer."  ^ 

This  was  doul)tless  a  biilliant  affair  and  an  event  of  great  importance  in 
the  town  We  sliouhl  read  with  eager  interest  a  description  of  this  occasion. 
We  w(Mihl  like  to  see  the  names  of  the  chief  guests,  know  what  was  the 
dress  of  the  bride,  scan  a  list  of  the  marriage  gifts,  even  to  be  informed  what 
viands  composed  the  wedding  feast.  We  would  read  with  pleasure  the 
words  of  good  advice  spoken  liy  the  reverend  pastor,  h  arn  liow  the  (■i>in"tly 
".Judge"  prononneed  tlie  couple  '*  man  and  wife,"  and  in'ar  in  what  solenni, 
formal  phrase  coiigratiihitions  were  ofl'ered  ;  but  the  curtain  has  long  since 
f:illen  upon  every  actor  in  this  scent-,  and  of  these  del:iils  tiie  past  yiehls  no 
recor<l. 

Nine  years  after  tiiis  a  famous  young  man   here  w(»oed   ami    wdu   his   l)ride. 


'  Scc'  Ministry  of  Tauiitoi),  vol.  I,  |..  .'.Iti.        » Sue  lllakL-V  >niil.ilry  <if  Taiinlon,  vol.  I,  |>.  ;W7 
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Ou  the  records  of  publications  of  m:irriage  I  find  the  following:  ''The 
Intentions  of  Marriage  between  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esq.  of  Taunton,"  and 
Miss  Sally  Cobb  of  Attleborongh  were  entered  the  3d  day  of  March,  1770." 
It  is  a  great  honor  to  have  any  special  connection  with  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  our  town  ma}'  claim  with  pride  that  one  of  its  signers 
married  his  wife  here,  though  she  was  only  an  adopted  daughter. 

No  special  record  of  this  wedding  comes  to  us  beyond  the  fact  that  it  was 
attended  by  Rev.  Mr.  Thacher,  but  it  surely  must  have  been  quite  as  brilliant 
as  its  predecessor  and  have  had  fully  as  long  a  line  of  distinguished  guests. 

The  celebrated  groom,  learned  jurist,  eminent  judge,  and  pati-iotic  states- 
man in  the  trying  days  of  the  Revolution,  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Paine,  minister  of  Weymouth.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Treat, 
of  Connecticut.  He  was  born  in  Boston,  Maich  11,  1731,  aud  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  1749.  He  at  first  studied  theology  and  fitted  for  the 
ministry  and  in  17.55  was  a  chaplain  in  the  army.  He  visited  Europe  subse- 
quently on  some  mercantile  enterprise  and  on  his  return  to  Boston  studied 
law.  About  1759  he  removed  to  Taunton  and  there  commenced  the  practice 
of  this  profession,  in  which  he  became  eminent.  In  1770  he  acted  for  the 
attorney-general  in  the  famous  trial  of  Captain  Preston  for  the  Boston  Mas- 
sacre of  the  5th  of  March.  He  w^as  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  which  convened  September  5,  1774,  and  later  he  was  one  of  the 
grand  men  whose  signatures  on  the  glorious  Declaration  of  Independence 
are  our  pride  and  boast.  In  1775,  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of 
Massachusetts,  he  was  appointed  the  first  attorney-general  of  this  State.  He 
was  superseded  in  1776,  but  again  appointed  in  1780,  and  held  the  office 
until  1790.  He  was  a  judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  this  State  from  1790 
till  1804,  when  he  resigned  on  account  of  deafness.  In  1780  he  removed  to 
Boston,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred  May  11, 
1814,  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  eighty-three.  His  administration  of 
justice  was  rigid,  but  just,  and  his  manner  on  the  bench  rather  stern  aud 
severe,  but  he  was  a  man  of  strict,  sterling  uprightness.  By  his  talents, 
integrity,  aud  learning,  he  rendered  good  service  to  his  country  in  the  high 
offices  he  held  and  in  the  various  lofty  stations  he  occupied. 

The  author  does  not  know  the  exact  date  of  the  removal  of  the  Cobb 
family  from  town,  but  probably  the  father  went  to  Taunton  shortly  subsequent 
to  1770.  The  next  purchaser  of  the  bloomery  was  a  Mr.  Robinson,  who 
continued  the  works  for  a  time  and  then  converted  them  to  the  ancient  pur- 
pose, that  of  a  saw  and  grist  mill.  In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century 
the  manufacture  at  present  carried  ou  at  this  spot  was  commenced,  and  of 
the  old  ■"Bloomery"  and  ''Ciiapel"  nothing  remains.  The  walls  of  the  old 
house  in  its  days  of  glory  witnessed  many  a  social  assembly,  man}'  an  elegant 
entertainment;  many  distinguished  visitors  sat  around  its  hospitable  board, 
many  honored  friends  of  high  and  low  degree  have  gathered  there,  for  its 
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door  stood  ever  wide  open,  and  all  who  stepped  over  the  threshold  received 
a  true  welcome  from  the  dwellers  within.  The  author  well  remeinbers  the 
house  Avhen  it  had  been  reduced  to  a  common  tenement  and  its  ancient 
honors  and  fame  had  vanished.  It  was  burned  in  1841)  or  1850  in  the  night, 
and  thus  passed  ont  of  sight  forever,  numbering  itself  among  the  host  of 
things  that  have  been.  All  is  now  changed  here  in  this  pretty  spot,  and 
nothing  is  left  to  remind  us  of  this  long-ago  time.  The  raging  furnace  and 
the  hiss  of  heated  iron  have  given  place  to  the  humming  water-wheel  and 
the  clatter  of  shuttle  and  loom,  and  the  fine  old  mansion  with  its  charming 
occupants  is  gone,  its  very  existence  but  a  passing,  shadowy  remembrance. 

Quite  as  striking  as  the  changes  about  the  site  of  the  old  iron  works  are 
those  which  have  taken  place  in  the  East  village  and  its  vicinity  since  the 
early  part  of  this  century.  At  that  time  the  Ingraham  house  stood  on  the 
corner  now  occupied  by  the  residence  of  the  late  Charles  E.  Ilayward  '  and 
was  moved  back  toward  the  river  to  its  present  site,  to  make  room  for  that 
residence.  There  was  no  other  dwelling-house  on  that  side  of  the  road 
between  it  and  the  present  centre  of  the  village.  About  where  Dr.  Bronson's 
house  now  stands  tiiere  was  a  small  grocery  store,  kept  by  Amos  Walton, 
and  just  above  there  was  a  blacksmith's  shop.  The  grocery  was  moved 
away  to  make  room  for  Squire  Rolkcom's  house,  the  lirst  dwelling-house  on 
that  corner.  It  was  l)uilt  very  near  if  not  exactly  upon  the  site  of  the  one 
now  there,  and  Orville  Bolkcom  lived  in  it  for  some  time  anil  up  to  l.S,')0, 
when  it  was  burned  down.  Prol)ably  the  next  house  l)uilt  on  that  side  of  the 
road  was  the  building  so  long  used  as  a  doul)le  tenement-house  standing  next 
to  the  residence  of  ]Mr.  Fisher,  now  behind  Crandall's  Block.  Opposite 
Bolkcom's  was  the  Gideon  .Sweet  house,  which  stood  there  until  (juite  recently 
and  was  moved  away  to  give  place  to  Bates  Opcia  [louse.  It  was  built  for 
a  tavern,  but  was  never  used  as  such.  The  bai-,  however,  was  left  in  its 
place  until  the  Rev.  Mr.  Crane  became  the  occupant  of  the  house  and  lunl 
it  removed.  The  then  owner  of  this  property  was  Mr.  Sanford,  the  fatiier-in- 
law  of  .Mr.  Crane.  Later  Mr.  Jonathan  Bliss  owned  it  ;  his  heirs  retained 
it  for  souie  time  after  his  death,  and  finally,  after  passing  through  other 
hands,  it  passed  into  those  of  the  present  owner,  Mr.  Bates. 

The  space  between  South  Main  Street  and  Railroad  Avenue,  now  occupied 
by  Ilorton  and  Pierce  blocks  and  various  small  buildings,  was  very  early 
owned  by  one  Jonas  Richardson,  a  physician,  then  by  Ahijah  Everett,  also 
a  physician,  who  pracfisf(l  in  \\\U  \  icinity  for  a  inimlier  of  years.  He  sold 
to  Jabez  Ellis,  and  he  in  turn  to  Amos  WMImarth,  and  not  very  long  after- 
wards probably  the  estate  came  into  the  hands  of  Colonel  Bolkcom.  who  kept 
a  tavern  on  the    spot  for  a  nunilicr   of   vears.      It  was  pn-ttv  m-ncr.allv  known 


'  Now  the  inopcrly  of   .Mr.  Frcil.  A.  .Nuwcll,  wlm  Ih  in.ikliiK  .'iltcniiloiiH  iiul  Improvement^^  :w\  will 
ocriiiiy  ll  .'i-.  liW  own  reslileiwe. 
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as  a  place  of  amuseraeut.  A  hall  was  built  during  Colonel  Bolkcom's  occu- 
pation, which  was  used  for  various  purposes,  balls,  singing  schools,  lyceums, 
society  meetings,  etc.  This  was  the  only  public  hall  in  this  part  of  the  town 
where  the  young  and  gay  of  a  past  generation  were  taught  the  graces  of 
dancing  under  the  inspiring  strains  of  Obed  Robinson's  violin.  This,  too, 
was  the  principal  courtroom  of  that  day,  where  civil  and  criminal  cases  were 
tried.  Sheriff's  juries  were  more  common  in  that  day.  Many  of  the  distin- 
guished advocates  of  a  past  generation  have  appeared  in  that  hall.  The 
voices  of  William  Baylies,  Judge  Wheaton,  of  Norton,  Judge  \yarren,  of 
New  Bedford,  Cushmau,  of  Pawtucket,  and  other  lawyers  of  the  day,  have 
been  heard  there.  The  riot  which  occurred  during  the  construction  of  the 
railroad  has  been  referred  to,  when  the  Washington  Rifle  Company,  under  Cap- 
tain Holman,  turned  out.  This  was  done  under  the  direction  of  Sheriff  Sweet. 
The  warrant  was  executed  in  Canton,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  of  the  rioters 
were  arrested  and  brought  to  this  town  for  thek  trial,  which  doubtless  took 
place  in  Bolkcom's  Hall,  and  a  number  of  the  most  active  in  the  riot  were 
hound  ocer  —  committed  to  Taunton  jail  to  appear  before  the  Grand  Jury. 
Colonel  Bolkconi  was  a  widely  known  man  in  his  day.  He  was  social  and 
generous.  He  was  kind  to  the  poor  and  did  many  friendly  deeds.  It  is 
said  that  particularly  fat  and  tender  turkeys  frequently  found  their  wav  from 
his  larder  to  the  minister's  kitchen.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable  ability, 
and  for  three  years  consecutively,  1811,  1812,  and  1813,  he  represented  the 
town  in  the  General  Court.  A  small  portion  of  his  famous  old  inn  still 
remains  near  the  western  corner  of  the  lot  on  which  it  stood,  a  part  of  the 
house  so  long  occupied  by  Dr.  San  ford. 

To  the  east  of  the  property  just  mentioned  was  quite  early  the  house 
known  later  as  the  Hodges  house.  This  was  built  by  Betsy  Hicks,  and  in  it 
she  kept  a  beer  and  cigar  shop,  and  beyond  this  still  was  a  blacksmith's  shop, 
at  one  time  kept  by  Colonel  Bolkcom,  who  also  at  one  time  owned  a  small 
machine  shop  which  stood  on  the  present  site  of  the  Wolfenden  Dye 
Works.  On  the  north  side  of  the  road  where  Briggs'  Block  now  is,  there 
stood  a  small  building  containing  a  harness  and  a  tailor's  shop  ;  and  where  the 
church  now  stands,  on  a  part  of  the  "  meeting-house  lot,"  was  the  Franklin 
schoolhouse,  "a  little  old  fashioned  building  painted  yellow."  Crossino-  the 
common  halfway,  one  came  to  the  first  church  building,  with  its  attendant 
row  of  horse  sheds  and  its  even  then  ancient  horse  block,  round  which,  in 
its  day,  we  ma}'  be  certain  the  manly  youths  did  congregate  whenever  pretty 
riders  approached  to  dismount.  Bej'oud  the  common  one  came  to  the  Hol- 
man house.  Seventy  years  ago  these  mentioned  were  probably  all  or  verj' 
nearly  all  of  the  buildings  in  the  village,  but  gradually  and  continually  they 
have  increased  until  now  through  the  centre  almost  every  foot  of  land  is 
occupied.  Deacon  Wales'  house  and  blacksmith's  shop  on  County  Street 
have   long   been  one  of   the   landmarks,  and  the  house  where  Mr.    Joseph 
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Capron  lives  has  been  built  sixty-five  years,  and  nearly  as  long  ago  the 
schoolhouse  gave  its  place  to  the  church. 

At  one  time  Otis  Capron  and  Capron  Peek  owned  thirty  acres  in  the  centre 
of  the  village,  that  upon  which  Ilorton  Block  stands  and  from  there  on 
south  to  the  Jesse  Carpenter  farm.  They  sold  off  some  of  this  to  the  Kail- 
road  House  Company,  who  built  a  shop  on  it  for  use  during  the  construction 
of  the  railroad,  which  was  later  burned  down.  The  house  on  Union  Street 
lately  occupied  by  Nathan  C.  Luther  was  built  and  used  for  a  boarding-house 
for  the  men  who  then  worked  on  the  railroad.  This  same  company  owned 
what  was  called  the  Temperance  Hotel.  The  members  were  Jonathan  Bliss, 
N.  W.  Sanford,  and  Daniel  Carpenter.  They  erected  the  Bank  building, 
now  a  part  of  Park  Hotel,  and  they  also  formed  the  original  Steam  Power 
Company.  Afterward  Leprilete  Sweet  and  Virgil  Capron  bought  the  portion 
of  their  property  held  under  that  name.  The  old  Bolkcom  tavern  passed  into 
many  different  hands.  After  Colonel  Bolkcom,  Moses  Richardson  became  its 
owner,  then  Moses  Wilmarth.  It  was  also  at  one  time  the  property  of  Jona- 
than Bliss  &  Co.,  of  Lyman  W.  Dean,  and  lastly  of  Dr.  Edward  Sanford, 
who  left  it  a  few  years  since  to  occupy  his  new  residence  across  the  street. 

About  where  the  Murray  Church  now  stands  stood  at  one  time  a  house 
known  as  the  Cheney  house,  and  quite  a  distance  farther  south  was  the 
Daniel  Carpenter  house,  which  is  still  owned  and  occupied  by  some  of  his 
descendants  bearing  the  same  name.  On  this  same  side  of  South  Main 
Street  a  large  amount  of  land  was  for  many  years  owned  by  Leprilete 
Sweet.  His  farm  was  well  conducted  and  he  was  a  prosperous  man.  He 
was  a  large  cranberry  grower  and  was  the  first  farmei-  in  town  to  introduce 
the  process  of  making  cranberry  land  and  of  especially  cultivating  the  fruit 
in  that  way.  Previously  the  cranbei'ry  meadows  liad  been  pretty  much  left 
to  themselves,  little  assistance  having  been  given  to  nature.  Mr.  Sweet  was 
very  successful  with  this  new  process  us  Mr.  Alger  has  since  been  so  signally. 
Opposite  Mr.  Sweet's  was  the  Jesse  R.  Carpenter  farm,  under  his  care  a 
model  of  tinift  and  neatness.  He  for  many  years  had  a  large  butchering 
establishuH'nt  on  tiie  jilace.  In  the  house  until  within  a  few  years  the  old 
brick  oven  was  regularly  if  not  exclusively  used,  and  cheese  at  least  sullicient 
for  family  use  was  made.  Both  these  farms  have  been  very  luucli  •'  cut  uji  " 
and  made  into  small  lots,  which  have  been  sold  and  l)uilt  ui)()n,  and  they  are 
now  a  part  of  the  village. 

Leaving  the  village  and  passing  up  North  Main  Street,  at  tiie  earliest  time 
of  which  we  write  there  was  not  a  single  dwelling  on  the  right-hand  side  of 
the  road  between  the  centre  and  "•  lirady's  corner,"  but  some  sixty  or  seventy 
years  ago  a  house  was  built  on  that  side  —  the  Pardon  Bailey  house,  and 
prol)ably  the  first  erected — which  was  known  later  as  llie  Carpenter  house, 
later  entirely  remodeled  as  the  H<»dolphus  Bliss  house,  and  is  now  the  prop- 
erty and  residence  of   I)i-.  .lames  M.  Solomon.      in  tlie  yaid   ;it1aelieil    to  lliis 
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house  stood  a  little  shop  occupied  by  one  Edmund  Barney,  and  it  is  said  this 
was  the  first  place  where  jewelry  was  ever  made  iu  the  East  village.  About 
half  a  mile  from  "  Bolkcom's  corner,"  on  the  same  side  with  the  lograham 
house  was  an  old  house  with  a  gambrel  roof,  which  we  find  there  still,  stand- 
ing where  it  has  stood  these  scores  upon  scores  of  years,  its  right  to  retain 
possession  of  its  ancient  site  almost  disputed  by  the  Branch  Railroad,  which 
crosses  the  street  here  nearly  grazing  one  corner,  and  which  did  totally' 
demolish  the  little  unpainted  building  on  the  opposite  side  where  Polly  Wood- 
cock, something  of  a  "  character"  and  a  terror  to  many  a  small  child,  lived 
a  long  time.  "Polly's"  house  was  called  -'the  shop,"  for  it  was  built  as 
such,  and  it  is  said  that  the  first  power  loom  in  the  country  was  built  in  it. 

This  is  not  the  original  Peck  house  but  was  bought  and  moved  here,  exactly 
when  is  not  known,  but  doubtless  much  more  than  a  hundred  years  ago.  The 
first  house  stood,  it  is  thought,  a  little  nearer  the  pond,  just  about  where  the 
track  was  laid  west  of  the  present  one,  that  position  being  indicated  from  the 
old  well  as  found  by  the  railroad  company.  That  older  house  was  attached 
to  the  L  of  the  present  one  at  right  angles,  running  south,  and  remained  until 
a  few  years  ago.  It  was  long  used  as  a  wash  house,  and  iu  it  years  ago  were 
kept  the  great  meal  bins  and  the  ponderous  looms.  It  must  have  been  built 
by  Hezekiah  Peck,  the  first  of  this  town,  who  settled  here  soon  after  1700. 

The  founder  of  this  family  in  this  country  came  here  in  1638  and  settled 
in  Hingham,  this  State.  He  with  others  fled  from  persecution,  bringing 
their  pastor,  Robert  Peck,  his  brother,  with  them.  The  town  clerk  of  Hing- 
ham speaking  of  this  Mr.  Peck  says  :  "  Mr.  Joseph  Peck,  and  his  wife,  with 
three  sons  and  daughter,  and  two  men  servants,  aud  three  maid  servants, 
came  from  Old  Hingham,  and  settled  at  New  Hingham."  They  came  over  iu 
the  ship  Diligent,  of  Ipswich.  Mr.  Peck  was  of  that  class  called  gentry  in 
England,  whose  rank  is  next  to  that  of  baronet,  and  thev  are  entitled  to  coat 
armor,  etc.  His  fifth  child,  Nicholas,  settled  in  Seekonk  —  or  Rehoboth  — 
and  became  a  man  of  great  prominence  there.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  of  the  Rehoboth  North  Purchase  and  his  name  is  frequently  found 
on  the  early  records,  is  often  mentioned  in  this,  book.  By  his  will,  dated 
October  2,  1707,  and  "  in  the  sixth  3'ear  of  her  Majestie's  Reign,"  he  gives  to 
his  son  Hezekiah  his  "sixth  allotment  drawn  in  the  Rehoboth  North  pur- 
chased lands  which  appears  by  record,"  etc.  The  father  died  in  1710,  and 
it  would  seem  that  he  antedated  his  will  in  regard  to  this  land  and  gave 
it  to  his  son  before  his  death,  for  there  is  a  record  showing  that  on  December 
23,  170-,  this  Hezekiah  had  land  laid  out  to  him  in  payment  of  land  taken 
from  his  lot  for  a  road.  This  road  is  the  Boston  Road  or  the  "East  Bay 
Road,"  of  which  North  Main  Street  is  a  part,  and  it  seems  safe  to  conclude 
that  the  "  sixth  allotment  "  above  mentioned  must  have  included  the  present 
Peck  lands  on  both  sides  of  that  street.  Hezekiah  sold  his  lands  in  Rehoboth 
(or  Seekonk)  in  1705  and  removed  to  Swansey,  where  he  lived  for  a  time,  aud 
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then  came  to  this  town  and,  aecording  to  the  above  date,  before  1710.  In 
1713  more  lands  were  laid  out  to  hira  on  Bungay  plain.  December  25,  1721, 
a  small  piece  was  laid  out  to  hira  lying  "  at  the  South  West  end  of  great 
Bungay  meadows,  it  Being  a  small  gore  of  hind  Lying  in  a  three  square 
manner  Bounded  Northward  Pecks  own  land  and  on  Coopers  Southward  and 
Abraham  Commins  on  the  East  side."  In  1724  one  John  Peck  came  into 
possession  of  lauds  laid  out  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  the  northerly 
and  easterly  bounds  of  one  of  these  lots  are  described  as  the  "  Land  of  the 
Heirs  of  Hezekiah  Peck  Deceast  until  It  Comes  to  the  South  West  Corner  of 
the  old  Home  lot  of  Sd  Hezekiah  Peck,"  and  another  boundary  mentioned  is 
land  of  John  Sweet.  This  would  probably  be  in  the  vicinity  of  what  is  now 
Mechanics,  those  of  that  name  having  early  owned  lands  there. 

Hezekiah  married  Deborah  Cooper  and  they  had  eight  children.  Of  these 
Hezekiah  was  fourth  and  the  oldest  son.  He  married  Elizabeth  Carder  and 
remained  on  the  home  place.  He  died  in  1753  and  was  buried  near  his  father 
and  mother  in  the  family  burying  ground.  He  had  ten  children,  and  it  may 
naturally  be  conjectured  that  he  found  the  old  house  rather  too  contracted 
for  his  large  family  to  grow  in  and  that  he  purchased  the  present  house,  add- 
ing it  to  his  former  dwelling.  If  this  conjecture  is  true,  then  it  has  occupied 
its  present  position  over  a  hundred  and  fifty  years.  Hezekiah,  third  child 
and  oldest  son  of  the  above,  followed  in  his  father's  footsteps  and  remained 
at  home.  He  married  Ann  Skinner,  of  Mansfield,  and  they  had  four  chil- 
dren. Of  these  Jonathan  was  the  third  son  and  youngest  child.  He  re- 
mained on  the  homestead  and  became  a  highly  respected  nuin  and  prominent 
in  the  public  affairs  of  his  community.  His  wife  was  Sabra  Capron.  They 
had  four  sons,  but  all  died  young  excepting  the  oldest,  Capron,  who  resided 
all  his  life  in  town,  though  only  a  portion  of  it  in  the  old  home.  He  was 
connected  with  the  cotton  factory  at  the  Falls  at  one  linu'  and  lived  in  the 
house  now  occupied  by  H.  N.  Daggett,  and  the  little  liill  liack  of  it  is  called 
from  him  ''Peck's  mountain."  He  at  length  purclmsiMl  the  house  on  the 
corner  of  North  Main  and  Sanford  streets,  which  was  l)uilt  l>y  Dr.  Savery, 
and  resided  there  for  many  years  until  his  death.  He  married  Lydia  Daggett, 
sister  of  the  author  of  this  book,  and  tluy  had  twelve  ciiildren.  Of  this 
large  family  only  four  lived  to  matuiity,  three  daughters  —  Sabra,  Sally,  and 
Lydia  —  and  one  son,  Jonathan.  He  was  born  in  this  town  November  25, 
1H21I.  His  early  life  was  spent  chiefly  at  home,  liut  dining  the  Civil  War  he 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  goveininent  at  various  places.  His  subsecpient  life 
was  passcfl  cliiclly  at  the  South  and  West,  the  choice  of  localities  being  par- 
tiallv  on  acc()iiiit  of  liis  liciltli,  which  rendered  it  necessary  t'oi-  him  to  a\(»id 
the  rigors  of  a  New  Knglaiid  climate,  for  many  years  of  his  life  were  a  light 
with  that  dreadful  disease  so  often  termed  our  ''ciu'se."  He  latterly  became 
interested  in  some  ranches  at  the  far  West  and  in  cattle  raising,  lie  married 
and    had    two  children.      'I'he   elder,    a   son,   <lied    at    the    a<_!;e    of   three  ;   the 
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3'ounger,  Mary  Lyclia  Peck,  is  living  in  Ohio.     Mr.  Peck  died  while  on  a 
visit  to  his  home,  September  21,  1881,  the  last  male  member  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Capron  Peck  and  his  wife,  as  is  rarely  the  case,  lived  to  celebrate 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  wedding.  A  house  full  of  relatives  and 
friends  met  in  their  pleasant  home  to  greet  and  congratulate  them  on  that 
happy  occasion  —  in  June,  1874  —  the  last  anniversary,  as  it  proved,  of  their 
married  life.  During  his  long  residence  in  the  East  village  Mr.  Peck  was 
active  and  prominent  in  church  and  parish  affairs  and  in  those  of  the  com- 
munity, and  he  held  various  local  offices.  He  died  September  7,  1874,  aged 
seventy-seven  years,  seven  months,  and  three  days,  and  Mrs.  Peck  died  Feb- 
ruary 2,  J 882,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  three  months,  and  sixteen  days. 

Her  death  was  the  ending  of  a  life  full  of  years  and  ' '  full  of  good  works 
and  alms  deeds  which  she  did."  Her  days  were  occupied  with  the  homely 
cares,  the  homely  duties  of  life,  for  her  deepest  feelings  were  centred  in  her 
family  ;  but  the  whole  community  surrounding  her  was  her  *■'  neighbor,"  and 
she  dwelt  in  it  not  to  be  ministered  unto  but  to  minister  to  others  in  their  times 
of  need.  How  many  kind  words  she  said  I  How  mauy  kind  acts  she  per- 
formed !  How  many  wearisome  burdens  she  helped  troubled  souls  to  bear ! 
Never  too  busy,  never  too  tired  to  respond  to  calls  for  aid,  during  many  years 
she  went  again  and  again  to  the  bedside  of  sickness  and  to  the  chamber  of 
death.  Her  charity  was  the  purest  the  world  ever  knows,  for  in  giving  it  she 
gave  of  herself.  How  much  pain  she  lessened,  how  much  grief  she  soothed, 
how  many  aching  hearts  she  comforted,  how  many  times  her  willing  feet 
crossed  the  threshold  of  stricken  homes  carrying  consolation  and  hope,  will 
never  be  known  until  the  Book  of  Life  gives  up  its  hidden  records  by-and-by. 
Sweet,  gentle,  motherly,  all  who  knew  her  loved  her,  young  or  old.  Unself- 
ish and  loving  in  her  nature,  she  was  forgetful  of  self  and  mindful  of  others. 
She  did  her  every  duty  quietly,  she  bore  her  every  sorrow  silently  ;  when  these 
were  all  done  and  the  last  blow  of  bereavement  decreed  had  fallen  upon  her 
aged  head,  one  by  one  the  loosened  cords  binding  her  to  earth  gave  way,  and 
soon  with  her  usual  gentle  calmness  she  passed  on  to  the  other  world.  In  the 
best  sense  of  the  word  "  Aunt"  Peck  was  a  good  woman.  Such  a  Christian 
life  as  hers  is  a  blessing  to  the  community  in  which  it  is  lived,  and  its  influence 
is  felt  in  ways  we  wot  not  of  and  to  far  wider  bounds  than  she  in  her  modest 
humility  ever  dreamed,  because  such  helpful  deeds  as  she  so  often  did  are 
those  little  things  w^hich  go  to  make  up  the  great  sum  total  of  effort  for  the 
good  of  needy  humanity,  and  each  one  whether  known  or  unknown  is  a  benefit 
to  the  world. 

There  are  very  few,  if  any,  other  cases  in  town  where  any  portions  of  the 
(•riginal  allotments  of  the  proprietors  of  the  North  Purchase  have  been  retained 
in  the  same  family  and  under  the  same  name  up  to  the  present  time,  as  appears 
conclusively  to  be  the  case  with  some  of  this  old  Peck  farm.  A  part  of  this 
land  must  have  come  into  the  possession  of  Ensign  Nicholas  Peck  over  two 
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litiiiilrLHl  years  ago,  and  six  u'oiiorations  of  his  dcscoiulants  and  iiaine  have 
dwelt  on  the  saliie  spot.  Thouiili  it  may  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will 
remain  in  the  family  for  many  generations  to  come,  in  the  natural  order  of 
events  its  ownership  must  during  the  days  of  the  coming  generation  be  vested 
in  another  name,  since  no  male  descendant  of  the  line  which  has  owned  it  so 
long  survives.  So  one  by  one  ancient  landmarks  pass  away,  and  so  one  by 
one  old  and  once  numerous  families  are  becoming  extinct  within  our  Ijorders. 

For  a  great  many  years  a  dwelliug-house  has  stood  on  the  site  of  Philip 
Brady's  residence  at  the  intersection  of  West  with  North  Main  Street,  and 
about  two  miles  north  on  the  latter  street  —  formerly  the  "Old  Bay  Road," 
now  frequently  termed  the  "New  Boston  Road" — the  old  Daggett  homestead 
still  stands.  This  was  built  about  1721  and  was  used  as  an  inn  in  the  days 
of  stages  over  this  post  road.  Its  old  sign  is  still  in  existence.  Scattered 
here  and  there  over  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  there  are  still  other  ancient 
dwellings,  but  here  as  elsewhere  they  are  fast  disappearing. 

Bantield  Capron  once  owned  a  great  amount  of  land  in  tiiis  part  of  the 
town,  the  saying  in  regard  to  him  being  that  he  bought  "all  the  land  ])etween 
Bungay  river  and  the  Falls."  This  saying  must  be  somewhat  discounted,  but 
that  be  owned  very  large  tracts  of  land  is  well  known.  According  to  the 
author  he  owned  where  Joab  Daggett  lived  —  on  the  Bay  Road  —  and  one  of 
his  granddaughters,  Diodema  Capron,  who  married  a  Barrows,  lived  in  a  house 
which  stood  in  an  open  space  on  the  south  side  of  the  mill  road  near  where  it 
joins  the  New  Boston  Road.  Besides  those  lands  which  he  bought,  Mr.  Capron 
had  the  Callender  lands  from  his  wife.  Son)e  of  these  were,  it  is  said,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  l)nt  the  Callender  house  stood  where  Mr.  Brady's  now 
stands.  One  of  his  descendants  —  probal)ly  .Joseph  Capron,  Jr.,  a  graiulson, 
and  the  grandfather  of  Joseph  W.  Capron  —  bnilt  the  house  long  occupied  by 
the  late  Deacon  Joseph  M.  Newcoml*,  and  that  portion  of  the  original  lands 
has  been  in  the  family  for  over  two  hundred  years,  for  Mrs.  Newcomb  was  a 
descendant  of  IJantield  Capron.  Fiv«'  generations  have  occupied  the  place. 
The  land  purchased  by  Jonathan  and  George  Bliss  at  the  Farmers  was  a  por- 
tion of  the  Capron  farm,  and  a  part  near  by  is  now  owned  and  occupied  l>y 
deHcen(hints  —  the  family  of  the  late  Sinnner  E.  Capron.  ['I'his  portion  has 
since  been  sold.] 

Among  the  families  which  came  to  this  town  t-nrly  was  that  of  Bishop, 
several  members  of  it  having  come  from  Salem  in  170:'..  One  of  the  brothers 
was  Joseph,  elst-wiien'  named,  and  his  son  Zepheniah  mairied  Sarah  Stone, 
granildaughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  .N'ewman,  tlu'  fhst  minister  of  Rehoboth.  His 
farm  was  near  the  easterly  line  of  tin-  town,  running  to  tlie  ('hartley  Brook, 
and  in  I  7f.<'.  he  built  tln'  house  wliich  still  remains  on  it.  lie  had  eleven  chil- 
tlren.  Mrmbcisof  this  family  were  prominent  in  town  affairs  during  the  Ui-v- 
olution  an<l  .-i  niimlter  were  in  active  service.  llie  names  of  at  least  six 
different  one.s  may  l»e  found  in  the  lists  of  volunteers  fiom   tiie  town   at    tiiat 
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time,  and  one  or  two  were  in  more  than  one  expedition.  Two  were  taken 
prisoners.  One  of  these,  Zepheuiah,  above  mentioned,  died  on  board  the 
prison  ship  Jersey,  off  New  York  harbor  ;  and  the  other,  Hezekiah,  lived  to 
be  paroled.  On  the  Bishop  farm  many  guns  were  forged  which  acted  their 
part  in  the  war  for  Independence.  Zepheniah  the  second  kept  the  Bishop 
tavern  on  the  old  turnpike,  a  relay  house,  and  of  course  a  place  of  "refresh- 
ment for  man  and  beast."  One  Dexter  Bishop,  who  lived  in  the  east  part  of 
the  town,  attained  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety-six  years.  He  was  born 
in  1780,  while  the  guns  of  the  Revolution  were  still  sounding  ;  and  on  the  da}' 
when  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  upon  he,  still  strong  and  vigorous  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one,  was  in  the  woods,  felling  trees  and  hewing  timber  for  sleepers  for 
the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad.  His  youthful  companion  and  assistant 
on  that  day  was  a  grandson,  Robert  H.  Kirk,  a  skilled  carpenter  and  mill- 
wright, who  lives  in  Pawtucket.  He  has  charge  of  several  important  public 
works,  among  them  the  dam  connected  with  the  city  water  works.  Another 
grandchild  is  Mrs.  A.  F.  Lee,  of  this  town.  The  third  Zepheniah  Bishop 
lives  near  the  old  homestead. 

Another  old  house  is  the  one  owned  and  occupied  by  Jacob  Briggs  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  built  by  Caleb  Parmenter,  who 
is  known  to  have  lived  there  as  early  as  1748.  Three  brothers  of  that  name 
came  to  this  country  and  Caleb  settled  in  this  town.  His  wife,  Elizabeth, 
was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church.  In 
those  early  days  bears  frequently  came  out  of  the  swamp  not  far  from  that 
house,  and  upon  a  certain  occasion  one  of  them  must  have  ventured  too  near 
to  suit  the  comfort  or  safety  of  Mrs.  Parmenter,  so  taking  down  the  gun  from 
the  ceiling  hooks,  where  guns  then  rested,  she  shot  him  from  one  of  the  west 
windows.  Caleb  Parmenter,  Jr.,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  enlisted  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary arm}'  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Rounds,  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Rounds,  a  Baptist  clergy- 
man, who  lived  in  South  Rehoboth  and  who  subsequently  came  to  this  town 
and  bought  the  farm  known  to  this  generation  as  the  Zenas  Carpenter  farm. 
Tradition  says  that  he  entertained  Whitefield  at  his  home  here  and  that  a  reli- 
gious service  was  held  under  those  grand  old  elms.  Mr.  Parmenter  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  captain,  and  the  title  was  given  to  him  during  his  entire 
life.  He  built  the  house  where  Horatio  Parmenter  now  lives  and  lived  there 
for  many  years.  He  and  his  wife  lived  together  over  seventy-two  years  and 
attained  the  remarkable  ages  of  ninety-four  and  ninety-six  years,  respectively. 

The  transformation  which  has  taken  place  in  the  North  village  is  quite  as 
astonishing  as  that  of  the  East  village.  Starting  at  "  Hatch's  "  some  seventy 
years  ago  and  walking  down  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  now  Washington 
Street,  one  came  at  once  upon  a  part  of  the  old  Garrison  house.  This  yet 
clings  to  the  spot  and  looks  strong  and  steady  enough  to  defy  old  Time 
himself  for  many  years  to  come.     It  is  the  quaint,   comfortable    home  of 
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"  Aunt  "  Cvuthia  Ilntch.'  Next  in  the  curly  days  cnnie  tlio  rliiiroli,  wiiieh 
was  then  wliere  the  schoolhonse  now  is  ;  next  was  "■  Grandpa"  Titft's  honse  ; 
and  next  William  Blackinton's,  on  the  site  of  William  I).  Whiting's  handsome 
residence.  This  old  house  stands  directly  back  of  its  former  site  on  Broad 
Street.  The  next  honse  in  order  was  Ellis  Blackinton's  on  St.  iVIary's,  or 
the  '' round  honse  "  lot,  and  still  farther  south  stood  Leonard  Blackinton's, 
near  the  spot  occupied  by  Karl  William's  market,  and  then  came  the  dwelling- 
house  of  Samuel  Guild,  next  to  where  (Juild's  Block  is  now.  The  only  other 
house  tju  the  west  side  was  the  "  long  house,"  then  owned  l)v  Preston 
Draper.  It  had  lieen  a  hotel  and  subsequently  was  moved  away.  About 
opposite  this  point  on  the  east  side  of  the  way  was  ''  Brimstone  Corner,"  as 
it  was  formerly  called.  What  gave  rise  to  this  name  we  cannot  positively  say, 
possibly  the  fiery  quality  of  the  old-time  liquors  sold  on  the  spot  or  the  heated 
tone  of  the  discussions,  no  doubt  frequently  held  there,  may  have  had 
something  to  do  with  it.  On  this  corner  stood  the  long,  low  structure  known 
as  the  Union  House,  built  by  Richard  Robinson.  It  was  a  social  gathering- 
place  from  far  and  near  and  its  ''  dances"  were  much  talked  of.  It  was  the 
rendezvous  for  the  men  of  its  time  who  enjoyed  '*  club  "  life,  and  many  tales 
have  been  told  of  those  days  of  sociability,  and  many  amusing  stories  are 
current  of  the  "cronies"  of  the  village  who  were  wont  to  congregate  within 
the  "bar."  The  tavern  was  finally  burned,  but  not  before  it  had  attained 
a  reputation  quite  as  famous  in  a  kindred  way  as  that  of  "  Bolkcom's."  The 
tavern  has  given  place  to  the  hotel,  and  now  the  Wamsutta  Mouse 
occupies  this  spot,  and  the  long,  low  structure's  place  is  many  times  tilled  by 
a  handsome,  high,  modern  lilock. 

Going  north  from  liere  the  first  house  was  Parnell  Fisher's,  the  same  now 
occupied  by  Silas  Aldrich  ;  then  came  the  old  parsonage,  the  house  long  lived 
in  bv  "Ma"  Day  and  in  wiiich  she  died.  There  were  one  or  two  stores 
along  the  road,  and  the  building  in  which  one  of  these  was  kept  by  "  Parson  " 
Forbush  now  stands  on  the  top  of  Watery  Hill.  ( >ne  I'.cuiaiiiiii  Chandler 
ha<l  a  little  st<n'e  here  at  one  time  where,  it  is  saiti,  "  everything  was  sold." 
His  house  was  not  far  from  the  chin-ch,  and  probably  the  store  was  near  ])y. 
Josiah  Draper's  house  stood  near  Hatch's  "  or  little  l)eyond."  and  ••I'lu-le" 
Sam  Draper's  "  was  near  the  rivei-  and  stood  until  recently."  To  the  west 
of  Washington  Street  and  south  of  tin'  well-known  *'  corner,"  the  space  now 
so  thickly  studded  with  handsome  places  and  comfortable  houses  at  the 
period  of  which  we  write  was  a  huckleberry  pasture,  rough  and  full  of 
shrnl)s.  Now  the  only  unocenpieil  land  on  the  street  is  the  triangle  in  front 
of  the  Baptist  Church  and  ludonging  to  it. 

A  few  relics  of  the  palmy  days  of  the  Hatch  House  yj't  remain.  An 
UDUBuallv  tall  ami    hantlsnine   mahoganv  clock,  its   case  dark  and    lich-hiied 
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n'ith  the  mellow  tints  of  time,  still  ticks  out  the  hours  in  a  solemn  and 
dignified  manner,  as  befits  a  timepiece  of  its  age  and  experience,  for  it  has 
stood  before  exalted  personages,  and  impressive  scenes  have  passed  before 
its  view.  It  was  made  in  England,  but  by  whom  is  not  apparent,  the  only 
name  upon  it  being  that  of  a  Boston  dealer,  from  whom  probably  Colonel 
Hatch  purchased  it.  Its  ancient  comrade,  the  great  sideboard,  still  keeps  it 
company,  like  it,  of  two  shades  of  real  mahogany  and  having  the  "  tone" 
which  only  ripened  years  are  able  to  bestow.  It  is  very  large  and  has 
space  sufficient  to  hold  all  the  flasks  and  decanters  which  even  a  hotel 
dining-room  of  a  century  ago  might  require.  It  is  withal  sideboard  and 
writing-desk  combined,  has  its  row  of  pigeon-holes  and  small  drawers,  with 
sliding  writing  lid  below.  It  was  here  the  mail  was  kept  when  Colonel  Hatch 
was  postmaster,  and  the  present  owner,  his  granddaughter,  not  long  since 
accidentally  discovered  a  secret  drawer  and  within  it  a  copy  of  a  Boston 
newspaper  for  1800,  with  wrapper  and  address  intact.  The  person  to  whom 
it  had  been  sent  having  never  called  for  it,  it  had  probably  been  put  in  that 
inner  drawer  for  safe  keeping  and  been  forgotten,  and  there  it  had  lain 
undisturbed  for  eighty-seven  years.  The  silver  stirrups  and  brass  epaulets 
which  Colonel  Hatch  wore  in  the  War  of  1812  and  the  silver  eagle  ornament 
for  his  horse's  breastplate  hang  by  the  side  of  the  old  hotel  sign,  while  an 
aged  chair  and  the  posts  of  an  ancient  bedstead  look  down  upon  these  from 
their  loftier  perches  on  the  o|)posite  wall  of  the  shed,  for  a  lowly  roof  now 
protects  them.  Would  they  had  the  powers  of  speech  to  recount  the  histor}' 
of  the  days  when  they  were  3'ouug  ! 

No  doubt  they  all  witnessed  the  occurrences  of  a  certain  bright  June 
morning  some  seventy  years  ago.  A  great  crowd  had  gathered  about  the 
hotel,  sure  sign  that  something  unusual  was  looked  for,  and  presently  a  fine 
barouche,  drawn  by  four  handsome  steeds  and  ''  preceded  b}^  mounted  and 
uniformed  marshals,"  drove  up  in  dashing  style.  Of  the  occupants,  one  in 
Continental  costume  —  cocked  hat,  swallow-tailed  coat,  short  breeches,  low 
shoes,  with  shining  buckles  on  knee  and  foot,  and  lace  ruffles  falling  grace- 
fully over  shirt  front  and  hand  —  received  special  ami  marked  attention. 
He  was  James  Monroe,  President  of  these  United  States,  who  was  making 
a  tour  of  the  middle  and  eastern  States.  He  was  to  dine  at  '^  Policy's,"  but 
halted  at  the  ''Steam  Boat  Hotel"  for  some  light  ''refreshment."  No 
doubt  this  consisted  of  crackers,  cheese,  and  Jamaica  rum,  and  with  as  little 
doubt  these  were  of  excellent  quality.  We  can  imagine  with  what  alacrity 
and  pleasure  the  model  host  himself  served  his  illustrious  guest,  and  how 
proudly  the  gay  sign  swayed  itself  in  the  breezes  of  that  ever  memorable  day. 

Pearly  in  this  century  a  second  and  rival  line  of  stages  was  established,  and 
then  there  were  busy  times  at  the  hostelries  when  the  fresh  relays  of  horses 
were  brought  out,  and  great  were  the  contests  between  the  hostlers  at  all 
these  different  inns  along  the  route,  as  to  which  of  them  should  make  the 
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quickest  transfers,  tluis  eaiisiug  the  least  dehiy  and  lielping'  to  make  the  run- 
ning time  shorter  for  their  respective  coaches. 

The  old  pike  road  was  ])uilt  in  1802,  by  an  incorporated  stock  company 
called  the  Norfolk  and  Bristol  Turnpike  Company.  The  incorporators  were 
Ephraim  Starkweather.  Oliver  S.  and  Oziel  Wilkinson,  Eliphalet  Slack, 
Snnuiel  S.  and  William  Blackinton.  Israel  Hatch,  P^lijah  Daggett,  Joseph 
Holmes,  Fisher  Ames.  James  Kichardson,  John  and  Timothy  Whiting,  and 
Tiiuothv  Gay,  Jr.  It  began  at  the  courthouse  in  Dedham  and  ran  to  North 
Attleborough  meetinghouse,  then  to  Pawtncket  bridge  and  Providence  in  a 
straight  line  -'as  near  as  maybe."  It  was  four  rods  wide  all  the  way.  or 
rather  ''  not  less  than  four  rods  wide."  There  were  two  toll  gates  in  this 
town.  The  running  time  between  Boston  and  Providence  was  six  hours. 
Fully  seven  miles  an  hour  including  stops  '  was  not  slow  travel  for  the  four 
or  six  horses,  though  the  single  "iron  horse  "  can  cover  the  ground  nowa- 
days in  one  sixth  of  the  time. 

In  the  earlv  days,  however,  there  were  swifter  ways  of  transmitting  mes- 
sages of  importance  than  by  the  stages  themselves,  though  electricity  had  not 
then  as  now  anything  to  do  with  the  methods  used.  Peihaps  we  have  not 
after  all  advanced  in  some  ways  quite  as  much  as  we  are  prone  to  think,  for, 
with  no  steam  and  no  electric  fire  save  that  which  sparkled  in  the  breasts  of 
stout  determined  men  and  through  them  excited  to  their  utmost  exertion 
willing  intelligent  steeds,  President  Jackson's  message  ,was  '*  luought 
through  bv  express  riders  from  Providence  to  Boston  in  2  hours  and  4/)  min- 
utes. It  was  lashed  aiound  a  whip  handle,  thrown  from  the  l)oat  to  a  rider, 
who  dashed  away  to  ride  alongside  a  w:iiting  relay  a  few  miles  on  the  road, 
the  Vturden  being  exchanged  at  full  speed  of  lioth  horses."-  One  of  those 
fleet  horses  with  his  hold,  impetuous  rider  must  have  dashed  through  our 
town  over  the  old  pil<e  road,  leaving  hthiiid  liiiii  a  wake  of  mysterious  Avon- 
der,  almost  dread,  like  that  caused  by  a  solitary  engine  Hashing  by  on  the 
iron  road.  This  was  the  true,  the  admirable  American  enterprise,  which 
then,  now,  and  ever  overcomes  all  obstacles  and,  hy  taking  or  making 
means,  attains  signal  success  and  compasses  its  desired  ends. 

It  was  once  necessary  for  Hehoboth  people,  if  lliey  were  called  upon  to  go 
to  Boston,  to  ride  up  lo  Ilateh's  on  horseback  ami  there  lake  the  stage; 
and  it  is  told  of  Colonel  I'lederic  Drown,  of  lliat  town,  a  representative  to 
the  (ieneral  Court,  that  lie  used  to  take  his  young  daughter  behind  him  on  his 
liorse,  that  she  might  ride  the  animal  back  home,  a  journey  for  her  of  over 
thirtv  miles  and  for  the  most  part  of  extreme  loneliness.  In  Kevolutionary 
davs  tlie  women  often  molded    the    Ixillets   taken   liy  tlieir   liusliMnds   and   sons 

I  U  ^hoiilM  lie  rniifinlKTC'l  lliiit  one  imin  lialt  wii-  ininlc  fxr  cUiiium-  ami  thai  tin-  BliiKOs,  wlilcli  wcio 
henvy  In  UiuiiihcIvi-^,  wi'iv  iuiiiImtciI  with  l.airKajf"'.  maUn,  imckttgcs,  etc.,  bcsldi'H  Uie  pnHseiigors. 
Tlif»e  tliliiK"  coiiMlilerol.  tin-  rate  of  m|mci|  ua«  vfiy  (rcilliablf. 

'.Sec  IMntiil  Coiiiitii  /Iriniblieat.  U>v  .hily  \i,  IsTn.     AiMcU'  vi>\,\f<\  from  ll->»foii  A<li,rthpr. 
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when  they  were  called  into  service,  for  they  were  obliged  to  engage  in  many 
occupations  in  those  "  daj'S  that  tried  men's  souls."  The  ordinary  cabinet- 
makers of  those  times  were  frequently  coffin-makers  also,  and  their  waves 
kept  "  mourning  "  to  let  or  to  lend  on  funeral  occasions.  Such  was  the  case 
with  the  Colonel  Drown  above  mentioned  and  his  wife,  and  very  probably 
they  may  have  supplied  wants  of  that  kind  in  this  town. 

It  was  the  custom  among  our  ancestors  before  matches  were  invented,  if 
the  kitchen  hearth  fire  burned  entirely  out,  for  some  member  of  the  family  to 
take  a  tin  lantern  and  go  to  a  neighbor's  in  search  of  the  necessary  coals 
to  relight  it ;  perhaps  in  long-forgotten  corners  of  some  of  the  old  garrets  in 
town  such  lanterns  may  yet  be  hidden  away.  The  great  kitchen  fire  was  in 
common  the  onh'^  one  in  the  house,  the  "  best  parlor"  being  used  only  upon 
occasions  of  unusual  ceremony.  Those  who  are  accustomed  only  to  the  lux- 
urious steam-heated,  brilliantly  lighted  houses  of  to-day  can  scarcely  imagine 
what  the  temperature  of  the  dwellings  of  our  fathers  was  or  realize  the  dim 
twilight  which  pervaded  their  "  living-rooms"  after  nightfall.  Some  are  still 
living  who  remember  when  outside  doors  were  never  locked,  even  at  night. 
One  of  our  townsmen  says  it  was  the  invariable  custom  of  his  father's  house 
when  he  was  a  young  man  to  leave  all  doors  unbolted,  and  often,  on  returning 
late  from  some  social  gathering,  he  has  found  his  room  occupied  by  a  friend, 
who,  feeling  too  tired  to  take  the  longer  walk  necessary  to  reach  his  own 
home  and  knowing  the  ways  of  the  house,  had  entered  after  the  family  had 
retired  and  helped  himself  to  lodgings,  sure  of  a  welcome.  The  frequent 
robberies  which  have  taken  place  in  recent  years,  in  spite  of  bolts  and  bars, 
attest  that  great  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  entire  social  structure,  even 
in  the  very  neighborhood  where  this  citizen  then  lived. 

At  one  time  mails  were  brought  to  this  town  from  Taunton  on  horseback, 
and  the  post  rider  bestowed  ''  the  news  "  verbally  upon  whomsoever  he  met 
on  his  way.  Mr.  Joseph  Capron  relates  that  one  day  between  seventy-flve 
and  eighty  years  ago  he  started  for  Taunton  with  his  father,  with  a  load  of 
hay  or  produce.  They  met  the  mail-carrier  on  the  way,  who  announced  to 
them  that  war  with  Great  Britain  had  been  declared.  He  rode  on  to  spread 
the  terrible  tidings,  and  the  others  pursued  their  journey,  but  the  dire  fore- 
bodings of  all  dreadful  calamities  and  the  terrible  personal  fright  the  boy 
experienced  that  day  have  never  been  forgotten  ;  as  he,  now  grown  old, 
expresses  it:  "I  have  n't  got  over  it  yet."  To  other  parts  of  the  town  the 
same  announcement  must  have  come  over  the  old  turnpike  to  Hatch's. 

There  were  a  number  of  our  citizens  who  enlisted  in  the  War  of  1812,  and, 
as  we  have  seen,  the  militia  companies  were  called  out  once  or  twice  ;  but 
there  are  only  a  very  few  unsatisfactory  records  to  be  found,  and  tradition 
has  preserved  but  little  to  enlighten  us  regarding  the  small  amount  of  service 
which  it  fell  to  the  town  to  render.  One  John  Dunham  was  killed,  but  acci- 
dentally.    He  was  with  his  company  at  Fairhaven.     Drill  was  just  over  and 
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some  UKiii  was  cleaning  a  gun,  which  went  off.  and  the  l)aUet  passetl  tlirough 
the  wall  into  an  adjoining  room,  killing  Dunham,  who  was  sitting  there.  A 
man  hv  the  name  of  .Tenks  enlisted  here.  He  was  not  a  native  of  this  town, 
*'bnt  was  courting  a  girl  here."  He  subsequently  deserted,  was  caught,  and 
suffered  the  penalty  of  the  law.  "We  are  glad  he  was  not  an  Attleborough 
man.  These  are  the  only  incidents  we  have  been  able  to  gather  together, 
besides  the  references  made  elsewhere  to  those  who  served  iu  this  war,  in 
personal  sketches,  etc. 

The  mill  built  bj'  Tngraham  &  Richardson  at  Mechanics  had  not  been  long 
finished  when,  early  in  1815,  the  news  came  that  the  treaty  of  Ghent  had 
been  signed  and  peace  declared,  and  the  mill  and  Mr.  Ingraham's  house  were 
brilliantly  illuminated  iu  honor  of  this  event.  Deacon  Peter  Thacher  used  to 
cart  goods  for  this  firm  to  and  from  New  York  —  a  week's  trip  each  way  with 
oxen,  though  later  with  horses  he  could  accomplish  the  journey  in  some- 
what shorter  time.  Now  the  same  number  of  hours  as  the  oxen  required 
days  is  sufficieut  to  enable  a  traveler  to  go  from  one  place  to  the  other. 

As  has  been  stated,  Israil  Hatch  was  the  first  postmaster  in  town,  and  the 
people  from  all  parts  for  a  considerable  time  went  to  his  tavern  for  their  mail. 
Before  an  office  was  established  in  East  Attleborough  someone  from  that 
village  rode  up  on  horseback  to  the  ''North"  biweekly  for  such  mail  matter 
as  might  be  waiting  there,  and  among  others  Mr.  Joseph  Capron  frequently  did 
this.  Now  the  town  has  eight  or  nine  mails  daily,  and  by  the  present  genera- 
tion, though  continents  intervene  or  "  oceans  roll  between,"  news,  even  from 
the  antipodes,  which  is  two  weeks  old,  is  considered  "•  stale  and  unprotitable." 
The  first  '•  post  route  "  established  between  Boston  and  New  York  was  as  early 
as  1704.  It  passed  through  this  town,  and  the  postman  at  that  time  doubtless 
left  what  few  communications  there  might  be  for  persons  of  this  vicinity  at 
Woodcock's  Ordinary.  Messages  relating  to  business  or  other  matters  were, 
if  of  sufficient  importance,  sent  by  special  carrier;  1)ut  great  events  only 
called  for  the  writing  of  letters  in  tiiose  days,  especially  to  people  living  far 
away  from  the  towns. 

In  178'J  Colonel  Hatch  was  first  appointed  |)ostmaster,  anil  he  received  two 
subsequent  appointments,  one  in  IHO.')  and  another  in  1809.  How  long  he 
retained  the  ofiice  could  not  be  |)08itively  ascertained,  but  it  seems  probable 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  18:^7,  for  no  one  recalls  another  postmaster 
until  that  date,  when,  uiidi  r  President  \  an  liuren's  administration,  Herbert 
Dr.'iiKi'  was  appointed.  I! is  successor,  under  Harrison  and  Tylei'.  was 
Albert  Barrows  ;  and  his  again,  under  I'olk,  in  IHl;'),  was  II.  .M.  Kichards. 
Under  Taylor  and  l-"ilimore.  in  IMl'.i,  W.  D.Cotton  received  tiie  ai>pointment ; 
an<l  under  Pierce  and  also  Buchanan,  from  1.S5;{  to  18r)l.  .1.  D.  Richards 
held  tlie  ollice.  T.  R.  .buies  was  appointed  under  Lincoln  and  retained  the 
position  for  more  than  twenty  years,  througii  tlir  aduiinisti  ations  of  .b>hnM>ii, 
Cii'ant.  Haves,  (iariield,  and    Arthur,      lie  was   thoroiiLiiilv  ellicieiit    and    lille<l 
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the  place  with  entire  acceptance  to  the  general  community.  About  a  year 
before  the  expiration  of  President  Arthur's  term  Mr.  Jones  resigned  and 
B.  Porter,  Jr.,  was  appointed  his  successor  for  four  years.  His  term 
expired  May  1,  1888,  and  J.  D.  Richards  became  his  successor,  the  first 
postmaster  appointed  in  the  town  of  North  Attleborough.  The  present 
quarters  of  this  postoffice  in  Wamsutta  Block  are  commodious  and  in  a 
situation  convenient  to  everybody  in  the  village.  It  is  both  a  registry  and 
money  order  office  and  the  salary  attached  amounts  to  about  $1,800  a  year. 

About  1820  the  first  postmaster  for  "  East  Attleborough"  '  was  appointed. 
Ezra  Bassett  was  the  appointee,  and  he  kept  the  mail  in  a  little  office  building 
adjoining  the  Gideon  Sweet  house.  This  was  brought  to  him  by  the  stages 
running  then  between  Taunton  and  Providence.  He  held  the  position  only 
a  few  months.  Rev.  Nathan  Holman  was  next  appointed,  probably  about 
1821,  and  had  charge  for  six  years.  Samuel  Holman  attended  to  the  mails, 
which  were  kept  in  a  table  drawer  for  distribution.  The  third  appointment 
was  given  to  Orville  Bolkcom,  and  he  had  the  mail  in  the  tavern  probably. 
One  informant  says  that  Bassett  kept  the  mail  in  Squire  Bolkcom's  house 
mstead  of  in  his  own  office,  but  more  probably  it  was  Bolkcom  who  first  kept 
it  there  —  his  father's  house  —  and  later  he  may  have  transferred  it  to  the 
tavern.  Succeeding  him  was  Colonel  Willard  Blackinton,  who  was  efficient 
in  this,  as  in  whatever  he  undertook.  He  was  appointed  not  much  later  than 
1830  and  retained  the  office  several  years,  until  1836,  when  Lyman  W.  Dean 
took  it.  The  mails  still  continued  to  be  kept  in  the  tavern,  then  owned  by 
Mr.  Dean.  He  made  various  alterations  and  improvements  and  introduced 
boxes  for  the  first  time.  He  also  obtained  the  right  to  carry  the  mails  to 
North  and  West  Attleborough  after  the  construction  of  the  railroad,  and  the 
postal  matter  came  chiefly  by  its  means.  Mr.  Dean  continued  through  the 
terms  of  Van  Buren,  Harrison,  Polk,  and  Taylor,  and  for  about  four  months 
under  Fillmore.     Then,  in  1850,  Nathan  C.  Luther  received  the  appointment. 

Previous  to  this  time  the  office,  fixtures,  etc.,  had  been  removed  to  Dean's 
Hotel,  now,  enlarged.  Park  Hotel.  This  was  then  the  "Bank  Building,"  as 
it  was  called,  it  having  been  originally  erected  for  the  old  Attleborough  Bank, 
but  after  that  was  removed  to  North  Attleborough  its  use  as  such  was  no 
longer  requked.  Before  its  removal  the  postoffice  was  in  the  parlor  on  the 
left  of  the  entrance,  which  was  then  in  the  centre  of  the  end  toward  Park 
Street,  and  the  rooms  of  the  bank  on  the  right.  These  afterwards  became 
the  postoffice.  Mr.  Luther  resided  in  the  building,  occupying  a  tenement 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  house,  and  Mr.  Godfrey  Wheelock,  a  well-known 


1  This  name,  it  is  said,  never  properly  belonged  to  the  village,  though  it  has  long  been  familiarly  so 
called.  It  was  too  often  called  the  "  Precinct"  or  tlie  "  East  Precinct,"  but  how  the  first  postmaster's 
commission  read  has  not  been  ascertained.  When  the  railroad  station  was  built  the  place  received 
the  name  of  "  Attleborough,"  largely  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  late  John  Daggett.  He 
would  prefer  that  simple  name  without  any  prefix. 
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resident  of  the  town  for  uuniy  years,  lived  below.  A  great  many  have  no 
knowledge  of  this  building  as  it  was  then,  but  it  presented  quite  an  imposing 
appearance  to  youtiiful  eyes,  with  its  tall  rtuted  columns,  as  did  the  similar 
one  on  the  rising  ground  above  the  road  entering  the  village  of  North 
Attleborough,  which  has  been  permitted  to  retain  much  of  its  old-time 
aspect  in  the  midst  of  its  modern  surroundings.  In  1858  Mr.  Dean  was 
reappointed  and  continued  tlirough  the  terms  of  Pierce  and  Buchanan, 
meanwhile  turning  the  building  into  tlie  hotel  long  known  by  his  name  and 
personally  conducted  by  him.  The  postotiice  remained  here  for  a  great 
many  years.  In  l.siil  Mr.  Luther  again  assumed  its  duties  and  continued 
them  in  this  place  until  1873,  when  he  built  a  small  house  near  the  foot  of 
Bank  Street  especially  for  the  business  of  the  othce,  though  the  second  story 
was  arranged  as  a  dwelling.  In  1876  he  removed  the  office  to  Sturdy 
Building,  where  the  enlarged  quarters  necessary  were  obtained,  and  where 
for  the  first  time  lock  boxes  were  introduced.  Mr.  Luther  discharged  his 
official  duties  in  this  position  for  twentv  years  to  the  satisfaction  of  every- 
body. In  1881  he  resigned,  and  Abijah  T.  Wales  was  appointed  in  his 
place,  and  he  in  turn  was  succeeded  by  the  present  occupant  of  the  ottice, 
Philip  E.  Brady,  appointed  in  1886.  He  lias  moved  the  establishment  to 
Bates  Opera  House,  where  still  larger  space  is  occupied,  and  additional 
improvements  in  the  way  of  fixtures,  boxes,  etc.,  have  been  made.  This 
office  is  also  a  registry  and  mone}'  order  one  and  its  salary  nearly  the  same 
as  at  North  Attleborough  (1887). 

Until  within  a  few  years  the  postal  facilities  at  the  Falls  were  very  limited. 
For  a  long  time  a  small  building  stood  by  the  roadside,  opposite  the  residence 
of  Mr.  Willard  Robinson,  into  which  a  bag  was  tossed  from  the  passing 
stages.  Whoever  chose  opened  this,  looked  for  his  own  letters  and  papers, 
and  left  the  rest  of  the  mail  scattered  about  the  fioor,  to  be  searched  again  by 
anyone  who  happened  along  or  who  thought  he  wanted  a  letter;  and  the 
F'alls  village  proper  did  not  then  fare  much  better.  For  a  nuinl)ei'  of  years 
the  mail  there  was  kept  in  the  "  store,"  the  building  which  stands  facing  the 
road  from  Fast  Attleborough  just  where  it  turns  towartl  the  north  (whose 
piazza,  fioin  resting  very  near  the  ground,  makes  its  appearance  somewhat 
singiihu).  Here  Randall  Pici'ce  took  charge  of  such  mail  matter  as  came  to 
his  hands.  Finally  it  was  decided  liy  the  citizens  of  this  connnunity  that 
a  regular  postoflici'  in  thcii-  midst  could  not  .my  longer  be  regarded  as 
a  matter  of  desirable  convenience  only,  but  that  it  had  become  a  matter 
of  urgent  necessity;  and  llandtl  N.  Daggett  <letermini'd  to  get  one 
established,  if  possible.  With  i  liaracteristic  promptness  he  immediately 
started  for  \\'asliington.  lie  IimiI  an  intt'rview  with  oni-  of  our  then 
Congressmen,  Mr.  Ames,  who  |ironiised  his  assistance  and  made  a  s|»ecial 
appointment  in  regard  to  m.-ikin'^  the  presentation  of  the  m.atter  to  the 
prf)per    authorities.      At     the    Intiir    named     .Mr.     D.-iiigett     w:is    at    the    place 
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designated,  but  not  Mr.  Ames,  who  forgot  all  about  it.  Mr.  Daggett  then 
sought  out  our  Congressman  from  Fall  River,  Mr.  James  Buffingtou,  who 
rendered  him  material  assistance.  He  had  taken  neither  a  petition  nor 
a  map  of  the  town  or  village  with  which  to  work,  but  in  some  way  the 
Oordiau  knot  was  cut,  and  the  ball  of  governmental  red  tape  unwound  so 
rapidly  that  "between  the  hours  of  twelve  o'clock  noon,  and  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,"  a  postofflce  was  established  at  the  "  Falls  village  in 
Attleborough,  Massachusetts,"  and  the  postmaster  appointed.  In  the  issue 
of  the  Boston  Evening  Journal  for  that  same  day  an  item  appeared  stating 
the  fact  of  this  establishment  and  announcing  that  Joseph  J.  Freeman  was 
the  new  postmaster.  The  exact  date  of  this  remarkable  transaction  has  not 
been  ascertained,  but  it  was  probably  not  far  from  the  time  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  branch  railroad  in  1871.  Henry  W.  Gleason  was  the  successor 
of  Mr.  Freeman  after  a  few  years,  and  Will.  N.  Fisher  followed  him.  His 
successor,  and  the  present  postmaster,  is  James  B.  Parsons. 

Almost  nothing  could  be  obtained  in  the  way  of  information  regarding 
other  offices  and  other  postmasters  in  town,  and  the  process  of  getting  au 
accurate  list  from  the  Department  at  Washington  would  require  so  much  time 
and  labor  that  it  was  deemed  unwise  to  make  any  attempt  in  that  direction. 
One  of  the  earliest  to  have  the  office  at  South  Attleborough  was  Milton 
Barrows,  who  kept  it  in  his  "  tavern,"  which  stands  yet,  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  south  of  the  "  city."  The  mere  mention  of  this  old  house  will  call 
pleasant  recollections  of  a  social  nature  to  the  minds  of  not  a  few  of  the 
elders  in  various  parts  of  the  town  ;  for  when  these  same  elders  were  young 
the  sounds  of  the  "  fiddle"  were  most  enticing,  and  they  were  often  heard 
and  merrily  responded  to  in  the  great  dancing-hall  at  "  Barrows'."  But  no 
matter  how  many  gathered  there  in  those  days  when  our  old  people  were 
''  boys  and  girls  together,"  the  accommodations  were  ample  for  all,  and  the 
kitchen  and  larder  equal  to  every  emergency.  These  country  inns  are  almost 
all  gone,  but  Barrows'  and  Newell's  houses  stay  yet  in  their  original  places, 
little  changed  outwardly,  to  prove  that  the  tales  which  have  come  down  to  us 
of  •'  real  good  times  "  in  "  da3's  of  yore  "  are  true. 

Some  few  years  since,  the  Department  at  Washington  issued  au  order  for 
all  postoffices  to  keep  an  exact  account  of  all  the  mails  sent  out  during  a 
specified  week,  and  the  statistics  taken  in  our  town  were  published  in  the 
Chronicle.  They  are  the  figures  given  by  five  offices,  Dodgeville  being 
excepted,  and  include  the  five  classes  of  mail  matter  inclusive  of  postal 
cards  —  letters,  papers,  circulars,  and  merchandise  being  the  four  classes  in 
order.  The  five  offices  sent  out  4,191  letters,  1,100  postal  cards,  809  pieces 
of  second  and  third  class  matter,  and  186  packages  of  fourth  class  matter, 
making  a  total  of  6,286  pieces.  North  and  East  Attleborough  offices  had  of 
course  the  largest  figures,  the  latter  88  more  letters  and  50  more  postals  ; 
while  the  former  exceeded  the  latter  in  the  other  classes  combined  bv  359 
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pieces,  with  a  total  excess  of  221  piuces.  If  similar  statistics  could  bave 
been  procured  for  the  present  time,  1887,  these  tigures  would  probably  have 
been  materially  increased,  though  the  general  introduction  of  the  telephone 
doubtless  keeps  the  number  of  letters  reduced,  especially  in  the  larger  offices, 
as  a  great  amount  of  business  is  transacted  by  its  use.  In  no  other  way 
perhaps  is  the  growth  of  the  town  shown  more  clearly  than  in  the  lines  just 
indicated  —  the  great  increase  in  the  postal  facilities  demanded,  and  the 
almost  universal  adoption  of  all  the  modern  means  for  promoting  the  prompt 
and  easy  conduct  of  business  affairs ;  and  nothing  perhaps  would  more 
astonish  the  former  inhabitants,  if  they  could  return  to  walk  about  our 
streets,  than  to  witness  the  present  modes  of  managing  daily  commercial 
concerns. 
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CHAPTER    XX. 

MISCELLANEOUS,     CONTINUED. 

THE  town  has  been  visited  by  two  extraordinary  storms  of  wind.  The 
first,  known  as  "  the  great- September  gale,"  occurred  in  that  mouth  in 
the  year  1815.  Buildings  were  unroofed  or  utterly  demolished,  great  trees 
were  torn  up  by  the  roots,  and  much  serious  damage  was  done.  It  was  dur- 
ing this  gale  that  a  schooner  was  blown  up  on  to  Weybosset  Street  in  Provi- 
dence, to  about  opposite  the  postofflce  building  there.  The  morning  after, 
Mr.  Ezra  Ingraham's  father  rode  up  to  Hatch's  to  get  the  mail  and  it  was 
almost  impossible  for  his  horse  to  pick  his  way  along  the  roads,  they  were  so 
full  of  obstructions.  A  distillery  belonging  to  Roger  Farnum  which  stood 
on  the  south  side  of  what  is  now  Elm  Street  in  North  Attleborough  was 
blown  down.  Of  how  long  it  had  stood  there  or  how  large  an  amount  of 
business  was  done  in  it  nothing  seems  to  be  known,  but  it  is  certain  that  the 
great  tornado  brought  it  to  a  violent  and  tragic  end,  and  no  attempts  were 
ever  made  to  set  up  another.  It  is  possible  the  owner  may  have  looked  upon 
its  destruction  in  the  light  of  a  judgment.  No  lives  were  lost  in  this  town, 
but  the  author  of  this  work  very  nearly  lost  his.  He  was  at  the  time  a  lad 
of  ten  and  with  a  brother  was  at  work  or  at  play  in  the  "  sheep  barn"  on 
his  father's  place.  The  boys  "  heard  the  wind  blow,"  but  had  no  idea  of  the 
fury  of  the  gale  until  they  attempted  to  open  the  "great  door"  of  the  barn 
and  found  this  utterly  impossible  to  do.  They  then  went  to  the  other  end  of 
the  barn  to  the  small  "sheep  door."  This  was  kept  closed  by  a  rail  or  beam 
leaning  against  it  from  without.  All  efforts  here  failed  for  a  time,  but  finally 
by  dint  of  great  exertions  in  pushing  on  the  door  they  managed  to  move  the 
beam  just  enough  to  enable  them  to  get  out,  and  they  got  to  the  house  as 
quickly  as  they  were  able.  They  had  scarcely  entered  the  door  in  safety 
when  a  crashing  noise  caused  them  to  turn  and  look  out,  and  lo  !  the  barn 
they  had  just  the  moment  before  quitted,  with  so  much  difficulty,  lay  on  the 
ground  a  complete  ruin.  A  resident  of  "New  Boston,"  some  half-mile 
beyond  the  Daggett  place  was  heard  to  declare  with  assurance  "  that  salt 
spray  dashed  against  her  windows."  As  the  storm  came  from  the  south  over 
Narragansett  Ba}'  there  might  have  been  an  odor  of  the  ' '  salt  sea  "  in  the 
air,  giving  occasion  for  the  "old  lady's"  statement.  There  were  many 
occurrences  more  remarkable  than  that,  had  it  been  true,  and  the  storm  was 
long  remembered  with  a  feeling  closely  akin  to  terror. 

The  second  gale  occurred  also  in  September,  in  1869.     It  came  suddenly 
and  lasted  for  some  hours,  but  raged  with  less  furv  and  for  a  shorter  time 
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than  the  former  one,  and  the  damage  was  less  severe.  Many  beautiful  and 
valuable  trees,  however,  were  uprooted,  and  among  these  one  of  the  three 
notably  large  and  handsome  ones  near  the  Tiffany  house.  There  were  some 
amusing  as  well  as  thrilling  incidents.  Among  the  former  was  a  story  told 
of  an  unfortunate  calf,  which,  after  the  storm  had  abated,  was  found  astride 
the  ridgepole  of  a  low  shed  upon  which  he  had  been  blown,  and  the  iron 
chain  with  which  he  had  l»een  fastened  to  a  stake  was  still  attached  to  his 
halter.  A  good  many  people  who  were  caught  out  in  this  gale  had  narrow 
escapes,  but  no  one  in  this  town  sustained  any  serious  injury.  To  watch  the 
progress  of  this  storm  was  an  experience  never  to  be  forgotten.  The  noise 
of  the  winds  was  "  like  the  sound  of  rushing,  mighty  waves,"  like  the 
ungovernable  raging  of  angry  waters.  Great  trees  reeled  and  tottered  like  a 
drunkaz'd,  recovered  themselves  for  a  brief  instant,  and  then  fell  with  a  crash 
that  shook  the  earth  ;  and  houses  whose  foundations  were  thought  to  be 
almost  immovably  fixed,  with  stanch  oak  timbers  and  the  heaviest  of  beams, 
swayed  and  shivered,  as  an  aspen  sapling  trembles  in  a  summer  breeze. 
Wave  after  wave  of  wind  swept  on  with  frightful,  bellowing  roar,  then  sud- 
denly an  utter,  awful  silence  would  fall  upon  everything,  while  the  elements 
gathered  themselves  together  to  rush  on  in  yet  mightier  power,  a  more  dread- 
ful torrent  of  destruction  than  before.  The  commotion  was  appalling,  and 
the  awe  and  terror  produced  were  heightened  because  the  agency  was  invisi- 
ble. It  seemed  as  if  the  controlling  power  of  the  universe  had  for  a  moment 
stayed  His  hand  and  as  if  the  destroying  fiends  thus  let  loose  upon  the  earth 
were  hurling  themselves  hither  and  thither  in  uncontrolled  fury,  a  fearful 
"besom  of  destruction,"  shrieking  and  howling  in  fierce,  wild  delirium  as 
they  worked  their  devilish  will.  The  whole  scene  was  grand  but  too  terrible, 
and  those  who  looked  upon  it  never  wish  to  see  its  like  again. 

Before  leaving  entirely  the  familiar  reminiscences  of  earlier  days,  it  seems 
appropriate  to  make  mention  of  a  social  clul)  which  had  quite  a  ttourishing 
existence  in  the  east  part  of  the  town  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago.  It  had  but 
few  members  and  only  one  is  living,  but  he  not  long  since  recalled  its  days 
with  pleasure.  It  was  called  the  ''  Bacliehjrs'  ('lub."  As  the  name  indicates, 
only  unmarried  men  could  become  members.  Tlie  moetirrgs  were  held  in  the 
office  of  one  Mr.  Bedford,  "an  Englishman  and  a  jeweler."  This  "olhce" 
was  a  small  building  some  half-mile  or  more  [)erhai)s  "down  the  Norton 
road,"  on  the  place  owned  by  Timothy  and  later  Ferdinand  Bolkcom.  and  tiie 
entertainment  provided  for  the  club,  we  are  told,  was  "  a  keg  of  rum,  or  a 
barrel  of  cider,  with  crackers  and  (cheese."  One  particular  incident  of  the 
latter  days  of  the  club  has  often  been  related  in  later  years.  One  of  the  l)v- 
hiws  very  appnjpriately  prohiliitcd  the  incmberH  from  visiting  young  ladies, 
the  consequences  following  upon  the  indulgence  in  such  a  course  of  action 
being  naturally  considered  dctrimcntMl  to  the  welfare  of  the  club  as  tending 
very  materially  to  lessen  its  members.     I'pon  one  occasion  it  was  ascertained 
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beyond  a  doubt  that  Mr.  Orville  Bolkcom  had  called  upon  a  certain  young 
lady,  and  the  dignity  of  the  club  of  course  demanded  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion of  the  matter.  The  fact  was  reported  to  the  officers  by  another  young 
lady,  probably  a  friend  of  the  one  who  had  been  guilty  of  causing  the 
infringement  of  rules,  and  who  looked  upon  it  as  a  grave  offence,  and  they 
determined  to  have  a  trial  "  according  to  law." 

Necessary  arrangements  were  completed  with  all  possible  secrecy  and 
dispatch,  and  upon  the  appointed  evening  the  clubroom  was  filled  to  over- 
flowing ;  all  the  members  were  present  and  outsiders  whose  presence  was 
necessary  to  the  proper  conduct  of  the  case.  "Who  the  judge  and  jury  were 
is  not  known,  but  the  author  was  clerk.  Some  inkling  of  the  matter  had 
reached  the  ears  of  the  delinquent,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he 
"was  persuaded  to  "attend  a  club  meeting"  upon  that  particular  evenino^. 
His  presence  obtained,  however,  the  court  was  called  to  order,  and  the  trial 
proceeded  with  great  solemnity  and  ceremony.  The  informer  was  chief 
witness,  a  sister  of  one  of  the  members  and  possessed  of  the  same  fun- 
loving  nature  and  the  same  power  of  relating  facts  or  fancies  with  telling 
effect.  Hers  was  not  the  only  testimony  taken,  but  it  was  so  ample  even  in 
minute  details  that  it  was  sufficient  of  itself  to  prove  a  decided  case  against 
the  accused,  who.  in  the  face  of  it,  or  possibly  on  account  of  his  indignation 
at  having  fallen  into  the  trap  so  cleverly  laid  for  him.  attempted  to  say  very 
little  in  his  own  defence.  In  due  time  the  jury  retired,  but  the  evidence  was 
so  overwhelrning  it  required  but  little  discussion,  and  they  soon  returned  to 
the  courtroom  with  a  unanimous  verdict  of  "  Guilty  in  the  highest  degree." 
The  judge  at  once  pronounced  the  sentence  with  becoming  gravity  and 
awarded  the  punishment,  which  provided  that  the  guilty  party  "should  visit 
the  young  lady  as  often  as  he  pleased."  Thus  ended  the  "  mock  trial"  which 
was  locally  so  famous  and  caused  so  much  merriment  in  the  recitals  of  after 
years.  Mr.  Bolkcom  married  soon  after  this,  but  we  think  not  the  young 
lady  in  question  ;  the  author  followed  his  example  before  very  long,  and 
somewhat  later  Major  Holman.  He  was  the  last  to  retain  his  membership 
in  the  letter  as  well  as  the  spirit,  and  the  club  died  a  natural  death  when  all 
of  its  members  were  finally  turned  from  bachelors  into  benedicts. 

Two  disasters  on  Long  Island  Sound  have  touched  the  people  of  our  town 
closely.  About  twenty  years  ago  the  steamer  Metis  was  wrecked  and  cast 
ashore  at  Watch  Hill,  Conn.,  and  Miss  Augusta  Perry,  for  many  years  one 
of  our  successful  teachers,  a  person  whom  none  knew  but  to  respect  and 
love,  was  drowned.  A  strange  fate  befell  her  after  death.  She  was  identi- 
fied as  another  person,  and  her  body  was  sent  to  Pawtucket,  where  it  was 
prepared  for  burial,  arrayed  in  garments  befitting  a  bride,  and  thence  sent  to 
her  supposed  family  in  New  York  State.  There  the  mistake  was  discovered 
and  she  was  sent  back  to  her  own  town  and  people  to  be  buried. 

June  12,  1880,  will  long  be  looked  back  upon  in  Attleborough  as  a  day  of 
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great  calamity.  On  the  night  preceding,  about  midnight,  the  steamer  Nana- 
gansett  collided  with  the  steamer  Stonington  near  Cornfield  Light.  The 
evening  had  been  pleasant ;  "  an  hour  before  was  beautiful,"  though  some  say 
that  previous  to  the  accident  a  fog  had  arisen,  which  at  the  time  had  become 
dense.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  passengers  one  and  all  attril)ute  the  occur- 
rence to  gross  carelessness,  and  one  at  least  from  our  town  expresses  the 
cause  with  one  short  word  of  three  letters,  the  same  which  has  often  been 
found  underlying  many  a  wholesale  disaster  and  ruin.  The  Stoningtoa 
struck  the  Narragansett  about  amidships,  and  through  ••  the  gaping  cleft,  the 
ravenous  waters  rushed  to  devour  their  prey  "  ;  and  to  make  the  horrid  process 
more  complete  fire  speedily  burst  forth  to  their  assistance.  On  the  ill-fated 
steamer  the  shock  was  terrible  :  partitions  were  crusiied  out  and  berths  splin- 
tered into  a  thousand  fragments.  Before  it  could  be  fully  realized  the  water 
was  foot-deep  over  the  saloon  deck,  and  in  ten  minutes  the  boat's  keel  had 
struck  the  bottom.  In  as  short  a  time  three  steamers  had  come  to  her 
assistance,  but  notwithstanding  all  their  earnest  efforts  many  perished.  The 
Stonington  picked  up  a  number  of  the  drowning  passengers,  but  a  large  hole 
in  her  side  below  the  water  line  made  the  danger  of  her  sinking  so  great  that 
she  transferred  the  most  of  those  she  rescued  to  the  City  of  New  York. 
These  steamers  remained  in  the  vicinity  as  long  as  any  living  persons  were 
to  be  found,  and  then  pursued  their  courses,  rendering  meanwhile  all  the 
assistance  that  could  be  rendered  to  such  of  the  nearly  perished  ones  as  they 
had  taken  on  board. 

Twelve  of  the  passengers  on  the  Narragansett  were  on  their  way  to  this 
town,  and  most  of  them  were  residents.  They  were  James  J.  and  Edwiu 
J.  Ilorton.  Simeon  Boweu,  Milton  Blackinton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Goudier, 
P.  M.  Carpenter,  Robert  Fulton,  Mrs.  Frederick  Stilson  with  two  young 
children,  coming  to  her  family  home,  and  Miss  Martiia  Perry,  coming  on  a 
visit  to  friends.  No  boat  train  passed  through  on  the  morning  of  the 
twelfth,  and  there  began  to  be  some  questioning  as  to  the  reason,  which  was 
tinged  with  anxiety,  and  at  half-i)ast  eight  o'clock  the  first  rumors  came. 
These  were  conflicting  and  told  nothing  with  certainty  but  the  fact  of  an 
accident,  and  that  several  Attleborough  people  were  en  route  for  home.  The 
anxiety  had  now  become  general ;  people  could  not  set  themselves  to  work, 
but  they  gathered  in  throngs  about  the  depot  to  get  upon  the  instant  every 
scrap  of  information  the  wires  might  bring.  The  first  "  ray  of  light"  in  the 
deepening  gloom  of  uncertainty  was  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Bowen  ;  and  soon 
after,  about  midday,  he  arrived,  with  Mr.  Blackinton  and  Miss  Perry  on  the 
same  train,  (ireat  was  the  relief  at  their  arrival,  but  they  brought  no 
tidings  of  the  otiier  missing  ones,  and  tlie  fears  for  their  safety  were 
redoubled.  Messagea  of  inquiry  were  repeatedly  sent  to  every  place  where 
it  was  thought  possible  to  olitain  news,  but  no  answers  came  ;  and,  as  hour 
after  hour  dragged  slowly  on,  suspense  deepened  to  agony,  aud  hope  almost 
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abaudouecl  itself  to  despair.  From  half-past  eleven  until  after  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  not  a  word  came  over  the  wires  to  relieve  the  terrible  doubts 
and  fears.  Then  the  safe  arrival  of  Mr.  James  Horton,  Mr.  Carpenter,  and 
Mrs.  Stilsou  in  New  York  was  announced,  but  the  joyful  iutelligeuee  had  a 
heavy  coloring  of  sadness  in  the  accompanying  statement  that  Mr.  Edwin 
Horton  and  the  two  children  were  missing.  Later  came  the  announcement 
of  the  safety  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goudier,  and  all  were  thus  in  some  manner 
heard  from  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Fulton. 

Individual  experiences  differed  greatly,  but  all  were  sufficiently  harrowing. 
Mr.  Bowen  in  spite  of  the  wild  disorder,  the  aimless  rushing  to  and  fro  of 
dazed  and  frightened  people,  managed  to  make  his  way  to  the  bow  of  the 
boat,  and  here  for  about  two  hours  he  contrived  to  keep  a  hold  and  was  then 
taken  off  iu  a  small  boat  by  the  captain  and  clerk  of  the  steamer. 

Mr.  Blackiuton's  first  experience  of  the  collision  was  in  being  thrown  from 
his  berth  in  the  lower  cabin.  He  dressed  quickly  and  went  to  the  upper  deck, 
w'here  he  found  the  confusion  •'  indescribable."  He  attempted  to  go  back  to 
the  cabin  to  get  a  life-preserver,  but  finding  that  impossible  returned  to  the 
deck  and  stayed  by  the  wheel-house.  When  almost  everybody  had  jumped 
overboard  he  found  a  life-preserver  without  strings.  He,  however,  took  it 
with  him  when  he  jumped  into  the  water  and  it  buoyed  him  up  until  he  found 
a  floating  board,  which  served  him  better.  His  efforts  were  directed  toward 
reaching  the  Stoningtou,  and  when  he  had  succeeded  in  getting  near  he  was 
picked  up  by  a  small  boat  and  taken  on  board,  where  he  received  the  best 
of  care  and  where  he  remained  until  he  took  the  cars  for  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goudier  both  had  thrilling  experiences.  He  heard  the  pilot's 
order  to  the  engineer  to  reverse  the  engines,  and  this  was  instantly  followed 
by  the  crash.  Both  were  thrown  from  their  berths  and  it  was  with  difficult}' 
they  got  out  of  their  stateroom,  for  the  lights  were  put  out  by  the  encounter. 
Mr.  Goudier  went  back  for  their  clothing,  some  of  which  they  managed  to 
put  on,  but  neither  had  shoes  or  stockings.  They  reached  the  main  deck 
together,  but  the  water  was  then  waist  high  and  the  boat  rapidly  sinking. 
Seeing  an  officer  with  a  life-preserver  near,  Mr.  Goudier  asked  for  it  for  his 
wife.  It  was  refused  him.  A  gentleman  at  once  stepped  forward,  took  off 
his  and  fastened  it  about  Mrs.  Goudier,  quietly  saying  he  would  take  his 
chance.  To  this  noble,  chivalrous  man  Mrs.  Goudier  owed  her  life  ;  and  her 
gratitude  has  been  none  the  less  earnest  that  she  has  not  been  able  to  express 
it,  for  she  nevei"  learned  even  his  name.  At  this  junctiu-e  a  colored  man 
standing  by  her  told  her  to  jump  overboard,  but  she  was  afraid  to  do  this,  so 
he  offered  to  jump  with  her  if  she  would  hold  him  b}^  the  hand.  Just  then 
some  one  said  :  "  Put  her  in  the  life-boat."  This  was  accordingly  done  ;  but 
by  a  sudden  jerking  of  the  ropes,  as  she  was  the  only  person  in  the  boat,  she 
was  thrown  out  and  into  the  water.  She  became  unconscious,  and  on  reviv- 
ing found  herself  in  a  small  boat.     Seeing  a  ladv   in  the  water   alongside 
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holding  up  a  baby,  ^Irs.  Goudier  took  it,  handed  it  to  the  gentleman  next 
her.  and  tiien  seized  the  noek  of  the  lady's  dress  and  assisted  her  to  place  her 
elbow  over  the  edge  of  the  boat,  thus  by  her  presence  of  mind  saving  two 
lives.  She  fainted  again,  but  continued  to  clutch  tightly  the  dress  of  the 
person  she  was  holding  up.  This  boatload  were  taken  on  board  the  City  of 
New  York,  where  the  kindest  treatment  and  the  most  eflicient  aid  possible 
were  given  to  all  the  sufferers  by  both  crew  and  servants.  Mr.  G-oudier  had 
seen  the  life-boat  launched,  and  with  the  aid  of  two  men  had  placed  his  wife 
near  it,  bidden  her  get  in,  and  said  "  Good-by."  Just  then  a  woman  clinging 
to  a  mattress  begged  him  to  save  her  little  bo3^  lie  tried  to  reach  the  child, 
but  something  knocked  him  senseless.  When  he  came  to  himself  the  woman 
and  child  had  both  disappeared,  and  he  was  obliged  to  save  himself  from  fast 
approaching  dames.  He  (inally  reached  the  steamer's  bow,  where  he  spoke 
with  yiv.  Bowen.  Between  thirty  and  forty  people  were  there  at  the  time, 
and  in  imniinent  danger  of  being  driven  off  by  the  burning  pilot-house.  A 
slight  protection  was  afforded  by  dipping  blankets  in  the  water  to  hold  up 
between  themselves  and  the  tlames.  After  a  time  some  thirty  or  more  of 
these  persons  were  taken  off'  in  a  boat,  Mr.  Bowen  being  of  tlio  ininilier.  A 
half-hour  later  i)erhaps,  the  eight  or  nine  who  remained  were  also  taken  off', 
and  Mr.  Goudier  was  the  ver^'  last  to  leave  the  wreck  for  this  rescuing  boat. 
All  were  taken  to  the  City  of  New  York,  where  Mr.  Goudier  at  once  com- 
menced a  search  for  his  wife.  This  was  for  some  time  fruitless,  and  he  sup- 
posed her  to  be  lost ;  but  presently  a  gentleman  accosted  him  and  on  learning 
his  name  took  him  to  the  steward's  room,  where  she  lay  well  cared  for  but  still 
unconscious.  AVhen  consciousness  returned,  the  steward  with  great  kindness 
provide<l  a  stateroom  for  them,  saying  it  would  "  be  more  comfortable." 

The  Horton  brothers  were  in  a  stateroom  on  the  side  of  the  steamboat 
which  was  struck.  Mr.  James  Horton's  berth  was  knocked  from  under  him, 
and  the  adjoining  stateroom  splintered  into  a  thousand  fragments.  Looking 
through  this  he  '•  saw  the  lights  of  a  passing  steamer."  Realizing  what  had 
happened  he,  yet  with  great  self-control,  forced  himself  to  dress  entirely, 
even  to  his  necktie,  for  he  appreciated  the  necessity  for  calmness  in  facing 
such  extreme  danger  as  he  felt  certain  had  overtaken  (hem.  His  brother  also 
dressed  entirely,  ami  together  they  went  out,  passing  Mr.  Carpenter  and  .Mrs, 
Stilson  in  the  saloon.  They  went  on  to  the  outside,  and  Iheie  together  still 
they  assisted  at  putting  life-jjreservers  on  sonie  of  the  women.  Most  of  the 
comi)any  gatlnMed  there  went  ovi-iboard,  and  siKUU'uly  INIr.  Horton  lost  sight 
of  his  brother,  wlmm  he  never  saw  again  in  lite,  .mil  of  Mi.  ('.Mipenter  and 
Mrs.  Stilson  also,  who  had  not  been  far  oft'.  He  then  climbed  up  on  to  the 
inn'ricane  deck,  two  men  giving  him  a  helping  hand.  .Vt  this  time  men  weie 
launching  the  life-raft,  .so  lie  slid  down  liie  Imlwaiks  muiI  as  it  came  neai" 
swung  off,  ''caught  it,  and  got  on."  He  stayed  ii|)on  the  rait  two  hoiiis. 
when  he  was  placed  on   the  St(jnington,   but  suhsecpiently   was   taken   to   the 
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City  of  New  York  and  to  New  York,  returning  home  from  there  by  train. 
Mr.  Horton  calls  the  man  who  had  charge  of  this  raft,  he  thinks  the  second 
mate  of  the  wrecked  steamer,  a  hero.  He  did  all  a  single  man  could  do  to 
save  life  and  bravely  kept  near  the  Narragansett  in  spite  of  the  fire  and  all 
the  floating  obstructions  as  long  as  he  could  find  anyone  to  take  on  to  the 
raft. 

Miss  Perry's  experiences  were  very  thrilling.  She  heard  a  crash,  which 
was  followed  by  total  darkness  in  the  ladies'  cabin.  Some  one  brought  in  a 
lantern,  and  she  tried  to  light  the  gas  but  could  not.  She  dressed,  and  a 
gentleman  assisted  her  to  put  a  life-preserver  on.  Then  another  crash  came 
and  with  it  a  great  volume  of  water  which  was  soon  shoulder  high.  She 
made  her  way  out  of  the  saloon  and  tried  to  reach  the  gateway,  but  the  water 
swept  her  off  the  steamer  to  a  distance  of  about  thirty  feet  and  near  to  a 
life-boat.  She  caught  a  rope,  clung  to  it  for  a  while,  and  was  then  swept 
back  to  the  steamer.  She  climbed  upon  a  rail  and  clung  to  that  until  she  saw 
a  chance  to  get  to  a  raft,  and  pluugiug  into  the  water  was  pulled  upon  it. 
It  was  the  same  onto  which  ^Ir.  Horton  had  been  taken ;  but  Miss  Perry 
remained  upon  the  steamer  Stoniugton,  which  put  back  to  Stoningtou  town, 
and  from  there  she  took  the  train  for  this  town.  Much  kindness  was  shown 
to  such  of  the  sufferers  as  were  taken  there  by  the  people  of  that  place. 
Seeing  that  Miss  Perry  had  no  hat,  some  generous  woman  took  oft'  the  bonnet 
from  her  own  head  and  tied  it  upon  hers. 

Mr.  Carpenter,  like  all  who  were  asleep,  was  awakened  by  the  awful  crash 
of  the  collision  and  partially  dressing  himself  left  his  stateroom  to  ascertain 
the  cause.  Mrs.  Stilson  joined  him  and  they  attempted  to  go  forward,  but 
were  prevented  by  smoke.  This  was  not  more  than  ten  minutes  after  the 
two  steamboats  collided.  Turning  back,  before  they  could  cross  the  saloon, 
"  the  smoke  and  fire  came  up  the  gangway  in  a  perfect  whirl."  Then  all  the 
lights  suddenly  went  out,  sure  proof  that  great  danger  was  imminent.  Then 
they  tried  to  reach  the  stateroom  where  the  children  were,  but  the  heat  and 
smoke  made  it  quite  impossible.  They  managed  to  get  to  the  stern  of  the 
boat,  where  some  people  were  to  be  seen.  Here  they  became  separated,  and 
Mr.  Carpenter  went  into  the  water.  He  swam  away  from  the  steamer  in 
oi'der  not  to  get  pulled  under  by  the  people  who  were  constantly  jumping 
overboard  at  that  time.  The  water  was  so  cold  as  to  soon  chill  him 
thoroughly,  but  he  remained  in  it  from  that  time,  a  little  after  twelve  o'clock, 
until  a  quarter  past  two.  After  a  time  he  found  a  small  bit  of  plank  and 
later  another  piece,  and  these  he  held  together  and  so  managed  to  keep  his 
head  above  water.  At  one  time  a  woman  floated  near  him  and  she  begged 
his  assistance  in  holding  her  head  up.  He  did  the  best  he  could  for  her, 
pushing  away  a  beer  keg  which  kept  hitting  her  head,  and  he  tried  to  encour- 
age her  to  believe  she  would  be  picked  up  by  someone.  Something  in  the 
water  struck  against   his   leg   and   lamed    him,  but   presently   he  caught  a 
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floating  chair,  got  his  legs  arouml  its  l)ack  and  held  on  to  it  as  tiohtly  as  he 
could.  After  this  he  must  have  become  unconscious  as  he  remembered  little 
else  with  distinctness  until  he  founil  himself  on  the  City  of  New  York. 
When  found  he  was  holding  tiie  chair  so  lirmly  tliat  it  was  with  considerable 
dirtk-ulty  his  grasp  was  loosened. 

Mrs.  Stilson's  experience  was  as  trying  to  nerve  and  soul  as  anyone  could 
hav^.  She  was  aroused  from  partial  sleep  by  the  dreadful  shock  and  at  once 
deemed  the  occurrence,  whatever  it  was,  serious.  She  immediately  went  to 
Mr.  Carpenter's  door  and  spoke  to  him.  He  answered  her  call  and  then  she 
returned  to  her  own  room,  dressed  partially,  and  with  Mr.  Carpenter  went  to 
find  out  what  had  happened,  locking  her  stateroom  door.  Like  many  others 
she  testified  to  hearing  no  orders  from  officers  and  to  seeing  no  attempts  on 
their  part  to  quiet  the  panic  or  direct  the  terrified  people  in  regard  to  chances 
of  saving  themselves.  Seeing  the  situation  her  first  thought  was  for  her 
ohildi'en,  and  with  Mr.  Carpenter  she  started  for  her  room.  All  attempts  to 
reach  them  were  fruitless,  and  siie  soon  realized  that  she  must  abandon  them 
to  their  fate  —  death  either  by  fire  or  water.  Very  soon  she  lost  sight  of  her 
companion,  and  presently  she  was  washed  overboard.  Seeing  a  rope  she 
contrived  to  get  hold  of  it  and  with  its  hel})  to  climb  upon  the  deck,  where 
she  found  a  life-preserver  and  fastened  it  on.  The  thought  came  to  her  that 
unless  she  made  strenuous  exertions  her  husband  would  surely  have  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  wife  and  children  both,  and  she  must  therefore  do  all  her  frail 
strength  allowed  to  prevent  this  and  save  herself,  and  the  thought  nerved  her 
to  efforts  that  were  almost  supcrluimaii.  She  ('limited  to  the  hurricani'  deck, 
where  she  saw  a  boat  Avas  being  launched,  in  which  she  took  a  place.  Some 
men  were  also  in  it  and  the  man  in  charge  bade  them  get  out,  but  Mrs. 
Stilson  did  this  instead  and  helped  to  push  the  boat  off.  Turning  her  head 
for  a  moment  to  avoid  the  blinding  smoke,  when  she  turned  it  back  tlie  boat 
was  gone  and  she  was  alone.  But  she  did  not  give  up  her  courage  yet.  She 
caught  a  rope  and  swung  herself  into  the  water,  going  completely  under. 
When  she  rose  to  the  surface  she  found  herself  near  a  boat,  into  which  she 
asked  to  be  taken.  Some  of  the  men  said  it  was  already  too  full,  bul  one 
man  among  them  was  brave  enough  to  risk  the  danger  of  swamping  and 
insisted  upon  her  being  helped  on  board.  This  no  doubt  saved  iier  life,  but 
her  generous  preserver's  name  has  iciiiaincd  imUnown.  She  was  so  chilled 
and  exhausted  by  this  time,  having  been  in  tiie  water  probably  for  an  hour 
and  a  half,  that  she  herself  liegaii  to  fear  she  could  not  survive,  and  she 
asked  the  occupants  of  the  boat  to  |)ut  their  hands  about  her  neck.  She  had 
to  df>  this  to  keep  any  warmth  in  her  body.  There  were  no  oars  in  this  boat 
and  the  men  in  it  were  oliliircil  to  move  it  about  as  lliey  best  could  until  they 
were  rescued  and  all  put  ii|i()ii  the  ('ity  of  New  Voik.  Mrs.  Stilson  was  put 
into  a  bei'th  and  given  brandy  and  blankets.  Here  she  soon  saw  Mr.  Horton 
and  learned  of  Mr.  Carpenter's  safety,  and  with  him  returned  liome  by  train 
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from  New  York.  She  did  uot  ouce  lose  cousciousness  through  all  those 
terrible  hours  of  agouy.  She  would  uot  yield  to  despair,  but  with  wonderful 
fortitude  and  calmness  bore  the  double  strain  to  which  she  was  subjected  — 
the  severe  physical  shocks  and  consequent  suffering,  and  the  bitter  anguish 
of  resigning  her  lovely  children  to  so  cruel  and  relentless  a  fate.  For  three 
daj's  she  had  to  endure  the  added  pain  of  not  knowing  whether  the  sea 
would  ever  give  up  to  her  her  dead,  but  finally  the  two  little  bodies  were 
found  and  brought  to  this  town  for  burial. 

Of  the  two  men  who  perished  little  can  be  said.  Mr.  Edwin  Hoiton  lived 
in  the  watei-  probably  for  quite  two  hours,  as  Mr.  Carpenter  saw  and  spoke 
to  him  twice.  The  last  time  he  appeared  almost  exhausted  and  much  dis- 
couraged, and  doubtless  did  not  long  survive.  Of  Mr.  Fulton's  experience 
no  single  word  can  be  said,  for  he  was  found  among  the  dead.  A  sadder 
case  than  this  could  scarcely  be  imagined,  for  by  his  death  a  wife,  with  five 
young  children,  was  left  almost  penniless  to  face  the  world  alone.  Many 
people  throughout  the  town  were  very  generous  in  rendering  every  possible 
aid  to  her  in  her  sore  distress,  and  very  substantial  proofs  of  sympathy  were 
shown  —  notably  by  the  one  who  at  the  same  time  mourned  a  similar  loss. 

Severe  criticism  was  generally  and  freely  bestowed  upon  the  management 
of  the  steamboat  company  at  that  time,  for  everybody  felt  that  the  accident 
might  and  should  have  been  avoided.  Whether  this  be  so  or  not  can  only  be 
fully  known  when  the  world's  history  is  read  by  the  light  of  eternity,  but  it 
is  certain  that  all  who  knew  of  or  experienced  the  horrors  of  that  awful 
night  will  pray  with  the  utmost  fervor  that  heaven  will  in  the  future  avert  all 
such  fearful  catastrophes,  and  we  that  our  town  may  never  again  be  called 
upon  to  mourn  over  such  a  sorrowful  disaster. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1873,  thirteen  women  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, received  an  appointment  as  a  Women's  Centennial  Executive  Commit- 
tee. They  were  to  cooperate  v\ith  the  members  of  the  Centennial  Commis- 
sion, to  contribute  to  the  success  of  the  contemplated  exhibition.  This 
number  was  subsequently  augmented  by  the  addition  of  one  woman  from 
each  State  and  Territory.  They  were  given  authority  to  dispose  of  Centennial 
stock  and  to  raise  as  much  money  as  possible  for  the  proposed  object.  A 
complete  organization  was  uot  effected  and  the  women's  committee  fully  at 
work  until  January,  187.5.  In  due  time  appeals  were  made  to  women  all  over 
the  country  through  the  medium  of  the  public  press.  The  matter  was  taken 
up  in  this  town,  a  committee  was  appointed,  and  the  following  appeal  written 
and  published  in  the  Chronicle  :  — 

To  the  Ladies  of  Attleboro  : 

An  appeal  comes  to  you  from  the  Ladies  Centennial  Committee,  asking  your  co-operation  in 
carrying  out  the  plans  of  the  International  Exposition  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  in  1876.  The 
objects  of  the  Exhibition  are  to  commemorate  the  birth  of  the  nation,  to  show  the  Industrial, 
Literary,  and  Scientific  development  of  a  hundred  years,  and  to  keep  fresh  in  the  hearts  and 
homes  of  our  people,  the  memories  of  Revolutionary  men  and  measures.    Shall  we.  who  are 
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reapinu'  the  lienefits  of  all  those  self-saorifioes.  fail  t<i  do  our  part  in  ti'iniiit'inoi-atiiiir  them!' 
The  latlies  are  to  have  a  portion  of  the  Exhibition  Iniililinii  assi-iued  them  to  be  uixler  their 
speeial  supervision.  A  Woman's  Auxiliary  Committee  has  l)een  organized,  and  similar  orsrani- 
zations  are  reeonimended  in  every  town  and  eity  in  the  Union  to  aid  in  carrying  oul  this  ])Ian. 
A  larjre  proportion  of  the  States  have  responded  to  the  call.  Will  you,  ladies  of  Attlelioro. 
have  a  share  in  this  urand  nudertakinjr?  It  has  been  proposed  that  a  meetinu'  l>e  called  at  some 
central  point,  at  an  early  day, to  organize  and  adopt  such  plans  and  measures  as  shall  lie  deemed 
most  advisable  to  accomplish  the  desired  end.  Shall  we  not,  one  and  all.  be  interested  and  come 
to  the  meeting  prepareil  to  do  what  we  can  and  thereby  show  to  our  children  and  the  genera- 
tions who  are  to  come  after  us,  our  appreciation  of  the  noble  deeds  of  the  women  as  well  as  the 
men  who  figured  so  extensively  in  the  days  of  the  Revolution. 

Mrs.  John  Daggett. 

Chairman  of  Connnittee. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  committee,  Mrs.  L.  R.  Sweet  wiis  elected  treasurer, 
and  it  was  decided  that  a  portfolio  should  be  made  up  for  the  exhibition, 
consisting  of  a  large  number  of  pictures,  it  was  thought  from  thirty  to  fifty, 
such  as  photographs  of  buildings,  illustrations  of  the  gas  and  water  works, 
etc.,  together  with  a  short  sketch  of  the  total's  history.  To  raise  the  neces- 
sary funds  it  was  decided  to  have  a  tea-party,  which  should  include  the  triple 
attractions  of  good  food,  good  music,  and  good  speeches,  to  sa}'  nothing  of 
good  company.  On  this  occasion  there  were  a  number  of  interesting  old 
relics  on  exhibition,  among  them  an  earthen  plate  brouglit  over  in  the  ^[ay- 
flower.  There  were  several  ancient  books,  one  entitled  Divine  Fancies, 
and  published  in  1660;  a  Tune  Book,  dated  1721,  and  a  copy  of  Bulkley's 
Sermons,  printed  in  1646,  and  bearing  on  its  cover  the  quotation.  "The 
wicked  borroweth  &  returnctli  not,"  conclusive  evidence  that  a  certain 
familiar  custom  of  our  own  time  was  almost  coexistent  with  books  them- 
selves, and  has  been  transmitted  to  us  througli  the  ages  with  perfect  exacti- 
tude. There  were  also  to  be  seen  several  pieces  of  Continental  scrip,  some 
homespun  garments  and  liomemade  kerchiefs,  the  deed  of  a  slave  who  was 
sold  in  Freetown  in  1782,  a  copy  of  the  Thanksgiving  proclamation  for  1800 
by  Governor  Strong,  and  a  velvet  dress  coat  woin  by  one  of  the  speakers  of 
the  evening  at  the  advanced  age  of  three  yeais. 

The  toasts  were  prepared  by  INIrs.  L.  15.  Swci't,  ami  Dr.  (i.  \\.  V\i{/.  was 
the  toastmastcr. 

The  first  was"  T/ie  Dnj/  we  Cclahrate :  the  LnrnUnrf  nf  the  Piff/rimn,  Dec.  2'J,  JG'JO,^^ 
lion.  .John  Daggett  responded,  giving  a  brief  account  of  the  Tilgrims  from  the  time  they  left 
the  Old  Kngland,  until  they  lamled  in  the  New,  and  claiming  a  special  interest  in  Forefathers 
Day  for  this  town,  because  it  was  once  a  corner  of  Plymouth  Colony,  .and  among  its  citizens 
jire  descendants  of  the  voyagers  on  the  Maytlower.  IIIh  closing  senlimcnt  was:  ••  The  Tilgrims 
of  I'lymoiitli.  and  their  descendants,  -  -  may  we  always  abide  in  their  principles,  and  never  cease 
to  iionor  their  mi-niory." 

This  was  followed  liy  llie  singiiiL'  of  ••  The  Pilgrims  "  by  a  choir. 

'■'Our  Public  Schools  ;  the  princi/i/es  lh<itfoint<lc<l  ami  sushiincil  them  are  the  true  /ouJi- 
dntionx  of  civil  lUirrllf.'"  was  resi>onded  to  by  Mr.  S.  P.  Ijithrop.  who  said  Iheri'  need  not  be 
gi\en  a  liistory  of  public  schools, to  prove  that  u|ion  them  dependeil  Ihe  >al'(!ty  of  our  republican 
in-t'lutions.  because  that  Im  the  general  belief  of  the  iireseni  da\,  only  •' sectarian  bigot>"l>e- 
jieviu"  other\vi-c.     Ilf  tiirther  •^aid. — '•  We  arc  ilianUrul  toil.ix  that  our  lalher*  earlv   laid  the 
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fouudations  of  our  public  schools,''  and  he  closed  his  speech  with  a  fittiug  seutiinent  iu  regard 
to  our  duty  in  niaiutaining  them. 

"  Old  Hundred  "  was  then  sung. 

The  third  toast  was,  —  '■' The  Mothers  of  our  Land;  their  heroism,  prudence,  and  other 
graces  nerved  the  hearts  and  upheld  the  hands  of  otir  fathers  in  the  times  lohich  tried  men's 
souls.  Matj  their  daughters  emulate  their  example.^''  Rev.  J.  C.  Gowan  gave  the  response  to 
this  with  a  high  tribute  to  the  women  of  the  Revolution,  and  to  all  true  mothers,  and  their 
mighty  influence,  and  expressed  his  belief  that  the  women  of  today  are  as  patriotic  as  those  of 
old.    His  closing  sentiment  was :  "  The  great  want  of  America. ^mothers.'' 

To  the  toast:  "  Our  Manufacturing  and  Commercial  Interests,'^  Mr.  Homer  M.  Daggett 
was  called  upon  to  respond.  He  spoke  of  the  growth  of  manufactures  in  this  town,  saying  that 
the  first  mill  established  in  1790,  "ran  three  cards  and  seventy  spindles,"  and  that  the  largest 
mills  at  that  period  had  no  more  than  fifty  looms;  —  and  in  contrast  stated  that  a  factory  must 
uow  coutain  over  a  thousand  looms  to  be  anything  accounted  of.  He  closed  his  remarks  by  say- 
ing :  "  Attleboro,  as  the  outgrowth  of  her  manufactories,  shows  more  fine  dAvellings  than  any 
other  similar  town  in  New  England." 

The  last  toast  was :  "  The  Futiire  of  Our  Country,"  responded  to  by  Rev.  Samuel  Bell,  who 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks  spoke  of  the  fact  that  in  Greece  the  downfall  of  Republican  life 
occurred  when  there  was  a  departure  fi'om  the  Doric  style  of  architecture,  and  of  his  fears 
from  signs  of  a  similar  nature  seen  in  this  land,  —  the  tendency  to  depart  from  severe  simple 
Republicanism  —  that  "  in  another  century  this  Republic  would  be  lost,  unless  saved  by  the 
gi'eat  vitality  of  national  life  evidently  existing."  The  united  singing  of  "  America,"  ended  this 
very  pleasant  social  evening. 

Another  entertainineut  consisting  of  music  and  tableaux  was  given  by  the 
ladies.  The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  on  that  occasion  read  by 
a  young  lady  of  the  East  village,  and  it  seemed  a  little  ironical  that  one  of 
English  parentage  should  have  been  selected  to  render  that  part  of  the 
program,  though  she  acquitted  herself  in  the  proper,  patriotic  manner. 
These  entertainments  were  both  financially  successful,  and  some  fifty  or 
sixty  dollars  were  raised,  which  were  used  in  the  purchase  of  stock.  The 
Centennial  Board  of  Finance  sold  shares  at  ten  dollars  each,  which  were 
represented  by  handsome  certificates.  Probably  five  or  six  were  bought 
with  the  money  raised  here,  and  these  were  presented  to  as  many  of  the 
schools,  which  each  appropriately  framed  its  own. 

Beyond  the  temporary  awakening  of  special  patriotic  feelings,  and  the 
social  good  times  which  ensued,  little  was  done  with  regard  to  the  Centennial. 
The  proposed  portfolio  of  views  and  historical  sketches  was  never  prepared, 
and  no  action  was  taken  by  the  citizens  beyond  a  previously  recorded  vote  in 
town  meeting.  For  some  reason  the  business  men  declined  to  show  their 
manufactures,  and  the  great  jewelry  interest  of  our  town  had  unhappily  no 
representation  in  that  remarkable  and  interesting  exhibition.  This  was  a 
matter  greatly  to  be  regretted,  as  its  magnitude  made  it  well  worthy  a  promi- 
nent place  in  the  manufactures  of  the  country,  and  a  proper  display  of  these 
goods  in  their  variety  of  style  and  finish  would  have  made  an  attractive 
exhibit  and  been  a  credit  to  the  town. 

In  the  mouth  of  February,  1886,  the  most  widespread  and  disastrous  flood 
ever  known  there  occurred  in  various  parts  of  New  England.  It  will  doubt- 
less long  be  known  as  the  "  Great  Freshet."     It  is  certain  that  in  several 
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instances  the  *'  oldest  inhabitant "  was  known  to  acicnowlodge  he  had  never 
seen  its  like,  and  in  onr  town  and  vicinitv  so  much  water  had  never  been 
visible  before.  The  previous  condition  of  tilings  was  entirely  favorable  to 
the  results  effected,  for  the  ground  was  covered  with  a  coiisidorable  bodv  of 
snow  and  ice  so  coinpacth'  frozen  that  no  single  drop  of  water  could  penetrate 
it  and  reach  the  soil  beneath,  but  everything  unist  collect  and  retnain  upon 
the  surface.  A  heavy  rain  set  in,  which  continued  uninterruptedly  for  thirty- 
six  hours  and  was  accompanied  l)y  a  great  and  continually  increasing  rise 
in  temperature.  This  at  last  broke  up  and  partially  dissolved  the  thick  bed- 
dings of  ice  and  snow,  and,  these  contributing  themselves  to  the  descending 
floods  from  above,  a  great  deluge  was  the  natural  consequence.  Our  town 
suffered  severely,  and  for  a  number  of  hours  the  inhabitants  were  in  anxious 
suspense  lest  the  disaster  should  prove  overwhelming.  The  territory  adjacent 
to  the  Ten  Mile  River  was  of  course  subjected  to  the  greatest  danger,  though 
every  stream  became  a  powerful  river,  and  every  tiniest  brooklet  an  impet- 
uous torrent,  each  adding  its  greater  or  lesser  mite  to  augment  the  sum  total 
of  damage. 

Plainville  from  being  at  the  head  of  Ten  Mile  River  naturally  suffered  the 
least  from  its  rise,  but  even  there  many  of  the  streets  were  gullied,  and  many 
houses  and  other  buildings  inundated  so  that  business  was  generally 
suspended. 

The  storm  was  so  severe  during  the  day  of  Friday,  February  12.  that  a 
number  of  cellars  in  North  Attleborough  which  had  never  before  suffered  in 
that  way  were  inundated,  and  just  at  nightfall  '*  the  rain  took  a  fresh  start, 
and  rained  for  six  hours,  as  few  ever  saw  it  rain."  Notwithstanding  this 
and  the  fact  that  people  heard  various  l)ulky  articles  in  their  cellars  tumbling 
about  in  a  vigorous  manner  all  through  the  night,  the  inhabitants  of  tiiat 
village  were  unprepared  for  the  sights  wiiich  giccted  tiieir  eyes  on  Saturday 
morning.  The  dam  at  AVhiting's  Pond  had  given  way  during  the  nigiit  at 
one  side,  and  the  remainder  was  threatening  to  follow  at  any  moment. 
*•  lielow  it  llie  iniiiKJation  extende(l  in  ;i  t)ro:id  lake,  reaciiiiig  couiith'tely 
romid  tlie  pumj)ing  station  on  one  side  and  as  far  as  ^V"est  street  (»n  the 
other.  At  West  street  a  small  river  was  flowing  in,  fed  from  the  meadow 
near  Circular  street,  which  was.  in  turn.  sup|)lied  l)y  a  torrent  wliicli  fell  witii 
a  roar  aci'oss  Circular  street.  At  the  eoinei-  of  IJroad  and  West  streets  the 
water  was  over  the  tops  of  a  man's  nilibei'  i)o()ts.  The  water  swept  down 
stream,  crossing  Park  street  at  School  street  so  deep  that  the  water  lose  to 
the  hubs  of  wheels.  One  man  in  the  vicinity  secured  his  lloating  woodshed 
with  ropes,  and  several  fanjilies  wen;  adv  ised  to  move  out.  At  Fislu'r  street 
the  stream  went  directly  across  tlie  road,  and  swept  up  and  into  the  lock-up." 
At  that  time  Blaiieyville  was  innler  water,  "•  tlii!  loss  and  discomfort  some- 
thing dreadfid,"  ami  the  limits  of  the  "Company's  pond"  reaciied  on  tiie 
west  to  the  back  doors  of  houses  on    Fast    Street  an<l  into  Mr.  Slimley's  siiop 
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on  Orue  Street,  while  on  the  east  side  the  water  flowed  quite  up  to  Mrs.  ¥j.  I. 
Richards'  stable  and  far  into  the  confines  of  the  swamp.  It  entirely  sur- 
rounded the  factories  here,  reaching  also  Mr.  Bonnett's  shop,  and  over  the 
Elm  Street  bridge  it  was  two  feet  deep. 

The  greatest  damage  was  at  the  railroad  crossing  near  Whitney's  shop. 
For  a  hundred  feet  the  sleepers  were  uudermined.  "•  At  daybreak  a  huge 
pile  of  cord  wood,  lumber  and  driftwood  of  various  kinds  was  piled  up 
against  the  track,"  but  after  some  time  it  was  broken  up  and  went  floating 
off  down  the  stream.  The  neighboring  shops  were  all  flooded,  Whitney's  the 
worst  of  all,  and  the  only  shops  in  the  village  that  could  run  were  H.  F. 
Barrows'  and  F.  S.  Draper's.  Chestnut  Street  was  so  gullied  as  to  be 
"  almost  impassable,"  and  all  along  Washington  Street  the  damage  and  loss 
were  very  great.  R.  Knapp  &  Co.'s  basement  was  filled  with  water  "  flush 
with  the  street."  In  Annawan  Block  the  water  reached  up  to  the  floor  and 
ran  out  under  the  door  sills.  The  bank  building  had  more  than  four  feet  of 
water  in  its  cellar,  and  at  the  Wainsutta  House  it  reached  the  furnace  fires, 
but  did  not  quite  extinguish  them.  In  all  these  places  and  many  more  the 
damage  was  considerable,  but  Barden  Brothers  suffered  "more  severely  than 
any  of  the  storekeepers  in  North  Attleborough."  The  cellar  of  their  build- 
ing having  always  been  very  dry,  they  stored  many  of  their  supplies  of  goods 
there,  and  at  this  time  these  were  worth  some  $3,000  or  $4,000.  The  water 
invaded  these  premises  to  the  depth  of  three  or  four  feet,  and  engines  were 
set  to  work  to  pump  it  out  with  some  degree  of  success.  In  the  Universalist 
church  and  parsonage  cellars  the  water  was  several  feet  deep,  and  fires  went 
out,  as  was  the  case  in  the  adjoining  residence  of  Mrs.  Simeon  Bo  wen. 
"Many  of  the  4iouses  along  Washington  street  suffered,  but  chiefly  near  the 
Baptist  church  and  below  the  depot,  as  indicated  by  the  course  of  the  stream." 
In  one  block  on  the  corner  of  East  and  Elm  streets  the  basement  tenants 
were  turned  out  about  midnight  on  Friday  night  "  by  a  stream  as  large  as 
a  man's  body,  entering  from  the  rear"  of  the  building,  and  in  some  places 
people  were  kept  busy  all  night  fighting  the  water  and  trying  to  prevent  it 
from  entering  their  cellars  in  unmanageable  quantities.  Only  a  few  of  the 
occurrences  which  took  place  have  been  cited,  but  what  has  been  said  is  per- 
haps sufficient  to  show  something  of  the  power  developed  and  maintained  by 
the  flood  here. 

The  Falls  was  considered  "  the  keystone  of  the  situation,"  and,  had  the 
dam  there  given  way,  the  destruction  ensuing  would  have  been  something- 
fearful.  As  it  was,  the  greatest  suffering  was  caused  here.  Some  time  on 
Friday  the  officers  of  the  braid  mill  were  requested  by  telephone  "  to  let  the 
water  go,  as'it  was  backing  up  at  the  Company's  shop."  At  noon  the  water 
at  the  Falls  "  was  going  over  the  capsils,  and  then  all  the  flash  boards  were 
taken  up."  There  was  no  rise  at  nightfall,  but  anticipating  that  there  might 
be  trouble  Mr.  Daggett  left  several  men  on  the  watch.     At  one  o'clock  the 
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pond  l)L'gan  to  rise  ;  at  lKilf-[)ast  one  its  gain  was  six  inches  and  a  uain  aver- 
aging fonr  inches  an  lionr  continued  until  live  o'clock  in  the  niorning-.  when 
the  highest  point  was  reached  and  when  the  water  was  rushing  over  the  dam 
in  enormous  quantities.  It  was  three  feet  higher  than  the  cai)sills,  and 
"  everything  below  the  dam  was  flooded."  The  blacksmith's  shop  was  inun- 
dated, and  everything  movable  floated  aimlessly  around.  The  great 
absorbing  question  was,  "  Will  the  dam  stand  the  pressure?"  and  everybody 
anxiously  feared  its  strength  would  wholly  fail,  especially  as  a  large  place 
was  undermined  at  the  south  side.  Happily  it  was  sufficiently  strong  to 
endure  the  crucial  test  of  those  vast  masses  of  relentless,  ousetting  waters, 
and  the  town  was  spared  the  more  awful  devastation  that  must  have  followed 
upon  its  downfall.  Stanley  Brothers  and  W.  D.  Fisher  &  Co.  removed  the 
stock  and  tools  from  their  shops,  expecting  to  see  the  building  swept  bodily 
down  stream,  and  their  expectation  was  very  nearly  a  realization.  ''  The 
floor  settled  six  inches,  the  bridge  was  badly  wrecked,  and  the  old  carpenter's 
shop  was  undermined."  The  tenants  in  many  houses  in  the  vicinity  received 
notice  to  quit  their  premises,  and  some  confusion  resulted,  but  it  is  said  that 
all  acquitted  themselves  excellently  well  and  accepted  the  dangerous  situa- 
tion with  great  courage.  The  scene  here  was  full  of  grandeur,  of  sublime, 
fearful  beauty,  but  overwhelming  to  the  lieholder  with  the  manifestation  of 
infinite  power. 

The  bridge  at  the  Robinsonville  dam  was  totally  wrecked  and  the  water  was 
on  a  level  with  the  railroad  and  washing  over  the  road.  There  was  a  large 
washout  at  that  point  and  the  railroad  bridge  was  rendered  unsafe.  Common- 
wealth Avenue  had  two  and  a  half  feet  of  water  on  it  and  all  the  streets  at 
and  near  the  Falls  in  the  course  of  the  river  Avere  more  or  less  washed.  Elm 
Street  was  impassable  from  J.  F.  Sturdy's  residence  to  the  railroail,  it  l)eing 
"  packed  with  barrels,  lumber  and  rubbish,"  which  had  tlimti'd  down  there. 
The  basement  of  N.  B.  Follett  &  Co.'s  store  had  some  tliree  feet  of  water  iu 
it.  Tile  company  were  somewhat  prepared  for  the  emergency  and  so  suffered 
small  loss  comparatively,  but  in  many  houses  the  loss  was  consitlerable.  The 
bridge  on  Clifton  Street  was  swept  away  ''  and  assumed  an  upright  position 
about  100  feet  down  stream,"  and  Commonwealth  Avenuf  h.id  a  bad  wasiiout 
just  west  of  the  Agricidtural  .Association  grounds. 

At  the  Farmers  the  dam;m«'  was  also  considerable.  A  pari  of  tlu'  bank  at 
the  dam  there  gave  way,  and  for  a  time,  it  is  said,  "the  scone  beggared  all 
desfription."  The  footl)ridgc  to  the  foundry  was  washed  away  and  a  corner 
of  the  old  building  itsidf.  'I'he  small  stone  bridge  near  the  residi'iice  of 
Jl.  .M.  Daggett  fell  in  on  one  side,  and  tlie  mad  theic  was  badly  gullied.  The 
tiny  hrook  between  his  house  and  that  of  Sumner  M.  C'apion,  wliicMi  that  bridge 
crosHCH,  swelled  to  a  torrt-nt  of  no  mean  size  and  rose  to  the  height  of  .Mr. 
Capron's  gar<len  fence  ;  and  people  wisliinn  to  uct  from  one  side  of  the  sti'eau) 
to  the  other  had  to  cross  on  the  top  of   the  fence,  which  alToi'ded   liul  a  preca- 
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rious  foothold  iu  the  rolling,  tumbling  watei'S.  Mr.  H.  N.  Daggett  earh-  sent 
word  to  the  Farmers  of  the  imminent  danger  at  the  Falls  and  the  prospect 
that  the  dam  there  would  yield  to  the  pressure  from  above,  advising  the  resi- 
dents to  be  prepared  for  that  exigency.  The  yard  and  garden  of  his  own 
house  in  that  village,  then  occupied  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Philbrook,  were  flooded 
and  the  water  reached  the  level  of  the  barn  floor.  The  grounds  of  the  cottage 
just  across  the  river  there  were  filled  with  dirt  and  stones,  for  the  swollen 
river  rushed  through  the  yard  with  great  force,  tearing  down  fences  and 
dashing  the  dobris  it  collected  upon  whatever  opposed  its  onward  course. 
The  residents  in  this  house,  Mrs.  Elmira  Cole  and  her  three  children,  were 
removed  early  on  Saturday  morning  by  one  of  the  neighbors,  H.  S.  Babcock. 
Even  at  that  time  the  water  had  risen  to  the  height  of  the  switch  handle  on 
the  railroad.  The  bridge  at  the  crossing  there  sank  down  on  one  side  and  the 
track  was  washed  away  for  a  hundred  feet  or  more,  while  the  bridge  at  Dean- 
town  at  the  head  of  the  millpond  there  was  a  complete  wreck. 

The  condition  of  affairs  at  Mechanics  a  little  lower  down  the  river  caused 
great  anxiety  during  the  entire  day  Saturday,  for  upon  the  security  of  the 
dam  at  that  place  depended,  it  was  thought,  the  safety  of  the  buildings  at  the 
County  Street  bridge  still  further  down.  All  the  morning  there  was  a  steady 
rising  of  the  water  in  the  Mechanics  pond  and  every  moment  was  full  of  fearful 
apprehensions  for  its  endurance.  The  dam  there  is  some  sixty  feet  long  and 
it  kept  intact  until  midday,  when  quite  a  section  was  washed  away  and  the 
pent  up  floods,  now  let  loose,  rushed  on  in  ungovernable  fury,  carrying  every- 
thing that  lay  in  their  path  —  small  buildings,  the  foundations  of  a  tenement- 
house,  and  huge  masses  of  ice  cakes,  whose  cracking  and  tearing  as  they 
plunged  madly  forward  augmented  the  horrors  of  the  scene.  Enough  of  the 
dam  held  to  prevent  the  entire  body  of  water  from  going  at  once,  but  enough 
poured  out  to  noticeably  increase  the  height  of  the  waters  in  the  meadows 
below  in  a  very  short  time  and  to  lower  the  depth  of  the  pond  eighteen  inches 
almost  immediately.  Reaching  the  bridge  over  the  road  from  the  East  village, 
the  torrent  seized  and  lifted  it  up  bodily  —  a  fragile  toy  in  its  mighty  hand  — 
and  bore  it  away  down  the  stream.  The  mUl  tenement-houses  by  the  bridge 
had  been  flooded  long  before  and  deserted  by  the  inmates,  who  had  removed 
such  of  their  furniture  as  they  could  to  a  place  of  safety. 

In  East  Attleborough  the  residents  were  threatened  with  a  threefold  danger. 
Not  only  was  a  wide-spread  destruction  from  the  freshet  itself  impending,  but 
incalculable  loss  from  fire  should  any  break  out,  and  an  entire  famine  of  water 
in  the  waterworks.  Early  in  the  evening  of  Friday  the  fires  at  the  pumping 
station  were  extinguished  by  the  spreading  waters  of  the  river,  and  until  the 
Monday  ujorniug  following  there  was  no  wa}'  of  obtaining  a  new  supply,  the 
pump  being  the  only  dependence  for  filling  the  tank.  The  registrar  issued 
printed  notices  and  sent  out  special  messengers  through  the  village,  enjoining 
the  people  to  practise  the  utmost  possible    economy  in  their  use  of  water. 
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F'ortiiuately  the  su[)ply  previout^ly  stored  was  sullicieut  to  last  until  piunpino- 
could  be  agaiu  resumed,  though  in  many  buildings  the  forec  luul  failed  to 
carry  to  the  second  stories.  As  early  as  Thursday  the  river  here  had  swollen 
from  the  rain  to  uinisual  proportions  and  by  Fiiday  noon  the  water  had  made 
its  determined  way  into  the  boiler-room  of  the  pumping  station.  At  six 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  it  was  eighteen  inches  deep  there,  and  an  houi-  later 
twenty-three  inches  deep,  and  soon  after  the  engine  fires  went  out.  This  rise 
continued  all  night  and  on  Saturday  morning  County  Street  for  some  distance 
"  was  fordable  only  in  long  boots,"  while  during  the  night  Mi'.  A^^ales  had 
been  obliged  to  move  his  horse  and  various  things  from  Jiis  stable. 

At  an  early  hour  it  was  ainionuceil  that  there  could  be  no  railroad  trallic 
and  consequently  no  mails.  Business  generally  was  suspended  and  great 
crowds,  among  which  were  many  women,  gathered  themselves  together  to 
watch  the  floods,  all  fascinated  by  the  sight  and  3'et  terrified  at  the  fury  of  the 
maddened  waters.  A  bystander  at  this  place  says:  "Every  moment  the 
water  grew  deeper  and  increased  in  force.  By  ten  o'clock  it  was  nearly 
impossible  for  a  person  to  stand  upright  in  the  stream  which,  separated  by 
Busliee's  shop,  formed  two  violent  currents,  one  of  which  rushed  under  the 
bridge,  and  the  other  poured  between  this  shop  and  Wales'  l)lacksmith's  shop. 
Carboys  were  tossed  about,  and  a  number  belonging  to  A.  Bushee  «&  Co.  and 
Horton,  Angell  &  Co.  went  down  the  stream.  W.  D.  Wilmarth  &  Co.  also 
lost  their  carboys.  The  stream  was  now  200  to  300  feet  wide  and  gaining  in 
violence.  It  tore  off  the  fence  on  the  Wilmarth  side  and  poured  impetuously 
between  the  cotlin-trimming  factory  and  the  old  Advocate  office.  At  the 
former,  a  breakwater  was  hastily  built  near  the  bridge,  banked  with  coal,  which 
diverted  a  great  deal  of  the  water.  Kvei'y  moment  the  torrent  between  the 
buildings  grew  fiercer,  and  it  seemed  impossible  that  the  latter  could  stand  the 
pressure.  The  dip  house  belonging  to  Messrs.  A.  Bushee  &  Co.  finally  left  its 
foundation,  and  sailing  along,  was  caught  by  tiie  shop.  By  noon  the  water 
was  up  to  the  bridge  and  soon  was  over  it.  The  wati-r  rose  to  live  feet  two 
inches  in  the  boilci-  looiii.  whicli  was  foiu'  and  :i  half  feet  hiuhci'  than  ever 
before.  Tile  scene  after  noon  was  very  exciting.  All  Itusiness  was  sus- 
pended and  every  one  who  could  got  a  place  to  view  tin'  still  swelling  water. 
A  rope  had  been  stretched  across  the  street  to  keep  iicoplf  olT  the  bridge, 
whicli  it  seemed  must  inevitably  l)e  swept  away.  Tiic  lilth'  loot  liridge  in 
Ilavward's  meadow  had  long  before  come  down,  and  was  midcr  the  bridge. 
A  little  after  one  o'clock  .MccliMnics  bridge  rose  from  its  foundation,  and 
sailed  majesticallv  down  sticaui.  It  was  necessary  to  prevent  it  from  striking 
the  other  bridge  and  boats  put  out  tor  it.  Mr.  l'',(lward  W«'a\fr  was  llie  first 
man  on  it.  and  lie.  Wallace  Colloiii,  and  W.  II.  Ulaiiey,  with  lines  seemed  it 
to  a  coiivenieiil  tree."  'I'liis  danger  avoided,  a  new  one  arose,  tli.-if  from  the 
immeiiHe  masses  of  floating  ice;  and  the  lire  alarm  was  sounded  ami  llie  tire- 
nieii  put  on  iliitv  to  wanl  oft'  these  great  lilocks  from  lii'idge  ami  buildings  and 
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keep  them  in  miclstreaiu,  aud  the  men  proved  themselves  as  well  adapted  for 
and  as  zealous  in  this  work  as  in  their  more  legitimate  oue.  For  two  hours 
the  light  was  a  desperate  one,  as  the  waters  continued  to  mount  higher  and 
higher  and  many  of  the  ice  cakes  proved  almost  unmanageable.  The  iron 
railing  of  the  bridge  was  broken  off,  great  lumps  of  ice  were  piled  up  in  the 
road,  sidewalks  and  roadbed  were  torn  up,  and  tons  of  sand  and  gravel 
thrown  up  upon  the  higher  land  ;  and  the  meadows  to  the  south  were  flooded  as 
far  as  could  be  seen.  Fears  were  at  one  time  entertained  for  the  safety  of 
Wilmarth's  shop,  but  its  foundations  proved  solid  enough  to  withstand  the 
long-sustained  shock.  About  two  o'clock  the  waters  reached  their  greatest 
height  and  not  long  after  began  slowly  but  surlily  and  with  great  reluctance 
to  subside.  Sunday  morning  they  had  greatly  abated  but  there  was  still  a 
deep,  though  narrow  stream  between  the  two  shops,  and  the  course  of  the 
mighty  torrent  of  the  day  before  was  marked  by  a  wide  line  of  devastation. 
The  damage  was  not  in  reality  very  serious  at  this  point  and  in  a  few  days 
the  shops  were  running  smoothly  and  the  necessary'  repairs  to  street  and  bridge 
had  been  made  ;  but  if  the  river-bed  was  on  a  level  with  the  central  portion  of 
the  village  instead  of  through  low-lying  meadows,  it  is  impossible  to  calculate 
what  the  results  would  have  been. 

The  Wolfenden  Dye  Works,  though  situated  very  near  the  river,  by  singular 
good  fortune  escaped  serious  injury,  though  at  three  different  times  during 
the  increase  of  the  freshet  articles  were  moved  to  a  safe  distance.  Ever}'- 
thing  movable  was  upset,  but  the  actual  loss  was  small.  The  dam  at 
Dodgeville  had  been  considered  an  unusually  strong  one  and  great  reliance 
was  placed  upon  it  all  through  this  critical  time,  and  not  vainly,  for  it  stood 
the  test  as  a  whole,  though  it  sustained  considerable  damage.  A  new  wall, 
then  but  recently  built  between  the  dam  and  the  waste-house,  was  however 
entirely  washed  away,  and  opposite  that  spot  about  twelve  feet  of  banking 
also,  the  water  forcing  itself  under  the  roadway.  Some  preparations  had 
been  made  here  for  a  rise  of  water,  but  of  course  wholly  out  of  proportion 
to  that  which  actually  occurred.  The  lower  floor  and  boiler-room  of  the  mill 
were  filled  with  the  unwelcome  element,  the  machinery  was  a  good  deal 
injured,  and  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  coal  lost.  It  is  said  that 
over  a  thousand  persons  visited  this  place  during  Saturday. 

The  bridge  on  the  road  which  runs  from  a  point  between  Dodgeville  and 
Hebronville  to  the  town  farm  was  badly  washed  out  and  damaged,  aud 
another  bridge,  lifted  from  its  foundations  somewhere  above,  floated  down 
and  sympathetically  joined  this  wreck.  The  dam  at  Hebronville,  which  is 
a  fine  piece  of  work,  held  its  position  firmly,  though  it  was  hard  pressed,  but 
the  water  rose  there  to  an  immense  height  and  pursued  its  rapid  course 
almost  unchallenged  through  the  first  floor  of  the  mill.  A  large  piece  was 
torn  away  from  the  corner  of  the  brick  blacksmith's  shop,  and  of  the  more 
than  a  thousand  bales  of  cotton  in  the  cotton-house  about  half  were  soaked 
through.     Nearly  three  hundred  tons  of  coal  were  lost  here. 
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At  Orr's  mill  mnir  tho  *'City"  there  was  a  scene  of  wild  confusion  when 
the  waters  were  assnaijed.  The  dani  there  was  a  solidly  built  granite  wall, 
and  it  had  wide  and  deep  abutments,  which  had  been  strengthened  but  a 
few  years  previous.  About  three  o'clock  on  Saturday  afternoon  the  north 
side  yielded  to  the  enormous  weight  of  the  collected  torrents  above,  and 
these  rushed  tumultuousl}'  onward,  driving  ever\'thing  before  them  in  their 
resistless  course.  Four  large  elm  trees  standing  near  the  dam  were  torn  up 
by  the  roots  and  swept  away  to  a  distance  of  six  or  seven  hundred  feet ; 
great  rocks  and  stones  weighing  tons  were  tossed  about  like  pebbles,  and 
gravel  and  debris  were  whirled  hither  and  thither  like  feathers  dancing  in 
a  summer's  breeze.  For  acres  around,  the  ground  was  strewn  with  a  hetero- 
geneous mass  of  rubbish.  When  the  dam  broke,  the  current  seized  upon 
a  new  way  for  itself  nearer  the  road,  making  a  powerful  stream  between  the 
bleachery  and  ice-house,  which  excavated  a  chasm  of  several  feet  in  depth. 
A  shed  which  adjoined  the  ice-house  was  sw^ept  away,  and  the  basement  of 
the  bleachery  filled  with  water.  The  bridges  on  this  river  (Seven  Mile) 
above  and  below  this  point  Avere  desti'oyed,  and  the  stream  near  the  residence 
of  Elisha  G.  May  formed  an  entirely  new  channel  for  itself,  while  the  after 
scene  in  all  directions  was  fearful.  The  street  running  through  South 
Attleborough  was  filled  with  water,  a  lake  was  formed  in  front  of  the  school- 
house,  and  the  cellars  on  both  sides  of  the  way  were  Hooded.  One  end  of 
the  bridge  fell  in,  but  when  the  water  had  subsided  it  was  found  it  could  still 
be  used,  and  the  damage  altogether  in  this  village  was  not  severe. 

At  Adamsdale,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  very  great.  The  bridge  crossing 
the  old  road  above  the  mill  was  carried  away,  and  below  the  mill  the  once 
narrow  stream  swelled  to  a  river  nearly  a  hundred  feet  wide.  Here  another 
bridge  was  carried  away  and  a  great  excavation  from  sixty  to  eighty  feet  in 
width  was  dug  out  in  the  south  bank,  and  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  the 
meadows  along  the  river  course  were  covered  with  debris  of  every  descrip- 
tion. The  mill  basement  was  inundated,  the  lloor  forci'd  up  in  places,  the 
oil  tanks  tipped  over  ;  in  fact  there  was  a  general  wreckage  of  eveiTthing. 
A  barn  standing  near  by  was  uplifted  ;  one  half  of  it  containing  hay.  etc., 
was  left  a  few  rods  off,  ami  the  other  half  depositctl  fully  half  a  mile  away. 
The  inhabitants  were  kept  up  all  of  Friday  night  in  a  state  of  intense  anxi- 
ety. An  eyewitness  here  said:  "Every  moment  the  angry  stream  writhed 
with  greater  violence,  every  nujment  tiic  peril  iiicii'ased.  At  midnight  the 
houses  were  deserted,  and  the  little  band  of  villagers  hastily  sought  the  liigli 
land,  expecting  their  little  homes  to  be  carrit'd  away,  and  that  the  mill  whi-re 
thev  labored,  would  be  in  ruins.  These  last  calamities  are  iiaiijiily  averted, 
but  about  half-past  five  Saiiuday  morning,  tlie  massive  granili-  dam,  which 
seemed  impregnable,  gave  way  with  a  crash,  and  the  vast  body  of  water 
rushed  down  tumiiltuously,  overrunning  the  hanks,  dashing  through  the 
streets,  tossing  great  cakes  of  ice  like  playthings,  and  forming  a  scene   which 
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was  indescribable,  and  the  full  terroi-  of  which  was  kindly  hid  by  the  early 
darkness  from  the  alarmed  villagers.  Morning  showed  the  desolation,  the 
rushing  torrent,  the  ruined  dam,  and  the  torn  up  streets.  Large  cakes  of 
lee  were  lying  around,  and  some  of  great  size  were  leaning  against  the  corner 
of  A.  B.  Carpenter's  cottage,  where  they  evidently  saved  the  house,  for  the 
water  had  rushed  around  it  with  a  force  which  would  have  driven  it  away,  in 
all  probability,  had  the  ice  not  saved  it." 

The  damage  to  the  town's  property  in  the  way  of  highways  and  bridges 
was  very  considerable  and  was  often  found  to  be  most  severe  where  least 
expected.  In  a  number  of  instances  old  bridges  which  had  not  been  con- 
sidered altogether  safe  to  drive  over  remained  intact,  while  newer  ones  were 
completely  destroyed,  the  examination  of  the  authorities  into  the  condition 
of  things  after  the  storm  of  waters  had  spent  itself  showing  that,  if  the 
doctrine  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest  can  be  connected  with  inanimate  mat- 
ters, it  had  in  various  cases  at  this  time  been  most  peculiarly  misapplied. 
Brooks  too  small  to  be  indicated  on  the  maps  of  the  town  took  this  oppor- 
tunity to  force  themselves  into  prominent  notice  and.  broadened  and  deep- 
ened to  respectable  rivers,  rendered  the  highways  in  their  courses  quite 
impassable.  On  Broad  Street,  near  Whiting's  factory,  the  bridge  remained 
firm  in  spite  of  the  adjacent  severe  washout,  and  thai  on  Fisher  Street  also ; 
but  the  roadbed  east  of  the  latter  was  cut  down  to  the  rocks.  Half  of  the 
wooden  bridge  on  Chestnut  Sti'eet  was  taken  away,  and  the  entire  street  had 
the  appearance  of  consistent  and  persistent  neglect.  At  Deantown  the 
road  bridge  kept  its  entirety,  though  there  was  a  bad  washout  near  it.  This 
was  the  more  remarkable  because  the  railroad  bridge  by  the  pond  above  was 
wholly  destroyed.  ••  The  famous  selectmen's  bridge  at  Hebronville  stood 
through  it  all,  and  never  turned  a  hair,"  someone  remarked,  whUe  the  new 
stone  bridges  at  Oldtown,  which  were  constructed  at  a  cost  of  81,400,  were 
entirely  carried  away,  "  with  the  exception  of  a  narrow  roadway  on  the 
extreme  southern  edge."  Hunt's  bridge  bore  the  continuous  and  tremendous 
pressure  from  the  large  ponds  above  it  most  nobly.  This  bridge  is  a  stone 
arch  "  24  feet  span,  18  feet  in  the  clear,"  and  the  abutments  are  filled  in 
with  rock  for  a  distance  of  fourteen  feet  back  from  the  edges.  It  was  built 
by  Jesse  Carpenter,  and  that  is  equivalent  to  saying  it  is  of  thorough  and 
substantial  construction  all  thi'ough,  equally  sound  in  every  part.  The  stone- 
arched  bridge  near  Mr.  Sweetland's  house  on  the  Holmes  neighborhood 
road  gave  way,  and  all  passage  on  the  road  was  barred.  Luckily,  just  before 
it  fell,  the  milkmen  returniug  from  North  Attleborough  had  crossed  on  their 
homeward  journey.  There  were  also  other  and  numerous  washouts  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  town,  some  cellars  on  Pleasant  Street  were  flooded,  and  in 
Bearswamp  and  vicinity  the  water  was  very  abundant,  but  the  more  impor- 
tant damages  have  been  mentioned.  Soon  after  the  freshet  the  estimated 
loss  was  placed  at  from  §25,000  to  §50,000.     Including  all  injui'ies  to  per- 
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sonal  property  and  merchandise,  and  the  deUiys  caused  to  business  men,  etc., 
the  hitter  figure  may  have  beeu  nearly  leaclied,  tliough  no  positive  statement 
can  be  made  ;  the  town  loss  as  estimated  by  oue  of  the  then  selectmen  was 
about  S14,000. 

There  were  of  course  many  amusing  incidents,  and  many  accidents 
occurred,  but  fortunately  in  this  town  no  fatalities.  Mr.  William  Ilenshaw, 
while  leading  his  horse  across  a  washout,  fell  and  injured  his  hii),  but  not 
seriously.  Mr.  G.  A.  Dean  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Sweet,  on  their  way 
home  from  New  York,  found  themselves  '*  stormbound  "  with  many  other 
persons  at  New  London.  Conn.  A  party  of  thirty,  in  which  they  were 
included,  chartered  a  tug  —  by  an  arrangement  highly  favorable  to  the  owner 
financially  —  and  came  to  Paw^tucket,  where,  in  order  to  land,  the  gentlemen 
had  to  wade  ashore  and  assist  the  ladies.  From  there  our  townspeople 
finally  reached  home  in  a  coach,  only  after  "a  long  and  roundabout 
journey."  At  County  Street  some  man  attempted  to  drive  through  the  waters 
while  they  were  subsiding.  For  a  time  all  went  well,  but  suddenly  the 
horse  went  down,  leaving  only  his  ears  visible.  It  was  thought  he  must  be 
dead,  but  aid  was  rendered  as  promptly  as  possible,  and  the  beast  developed 
such  lively  and  vigorous  mulish  qualities  that  all  d()u1>ts  as  to  his  animate 
condition  speedily  vanished.  At  this  place  considerable  enterprise  was 
developed  in  a  manner  that  proved  convenient  to  numbers  of  people.  When 
the  street  became  quite  impassable  as  a  street,  AVallace  Collom  got  a  ijoat, 
and  all  during  Saturday  ferried  persons  across  the  river,  many  making  the 
little  voyage  from  curiosity,  and  others  as  the  only  means  of  reaching  their 
homes  on  the  farther  side.  IVIr.  J.  ^I.  Hates  rendered  most  valuable  service 
to  East  Attleborough  by  pumping  water  from  the  wells  at  his  shops  into  the 
mains,  thus  materially  supplementing  the  supply  in  the  towi-r  tank.  O.  W. 
Hawkins  &  Co.  displayed  commendable  enterprise  in  their  line.  Mr. 
Hawkins  and  a  companion  drove  to  Piovidence  on  Saturday,  to  obtain  their 
supply  of  the  Bulletin.  It  was  a  perilous  drive,  but  they  managed  to  over- 
come the  ditiiculties  and  avoid  the  dangers,  and  performed  the  feat  in  safet}^ 
having  the  welcome  newspa|)ors  in  town  in  the  early  evening  of  that  day. 

Previous  to  the  occurrence  of  the  freshet  there  had  been  continued  and 
somewhat  animated  discussion  by  the  citizens  of  East  Attleborough  as  to  the 
advisal)ility  and  feasibility  of  taking  water  from  North  Attleborough,  and 
many  had  been  positive  that  such  a  tiling  was  quite  impossilile.  The  Chron- 
icle of  February  10,  1880,  says  :  "  Hut  such  have  changed  their  minds  within 
the  last  twenty-four  hours.  Nortii  Attleborough  iuis  proved  its  sui)eri<)rity 
to  the  home  product  l)y  eoniplotely  silencing  the  batteries  of  the  hitter. 
Powerless  Ijcfore  North  Attleborough's  supply,  the  boilers  of  llie  Altleboro' 
jximping  station  ceased  to  act.  Like  .Joseph's  sheaf,  the  Norlh  water  supi)ly 
conipelled  obeisance  to  itself."  On  tiie  other  hand  it  was  generally  acknowl- 
edged that  lia<l  tlieie  been  proper  sewerage  in  the  North  village  the  damage 
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from  the  flood  would  have  been  materially  lessened,  and  the  Advocate  of  a 
little  later  date  informed  its  readers  that  so  universally  was  this  want  realized 
that  in  North  Attleborough  even  the  infants  were  "crying  for  a  sewer." 
For  several  days  at  this  time  the  town  was  cut  off  from  communication  with 
the  outside  world  as  regarded  mails.  The  Rehoboth  carrier  managed  to  get 
his  bag  to  the  East  village  on  Saturday  afternoon,  and  this  was  the  only  out 
of  town  mail  —  and  of  course  a  small  and  unimportant  one  —  between 
Friday  and  Monday  night.  The  mail  and  express  packages  from  North 
Attleborough  reached  Attleborough  some  time  on  Saturday,  but  the  former 
was  returned,  and  the  latter  had  to  await  the  opening  of  rail  traffic.  A  mail 
was  sent  to  Boston  and  one  to  Providence  on  Monday,  the  fifteenth,  at  noon, 
and  one  received  from  the  former  place  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day, 
which  included  a  New  York  mail,  while  communication  with  the  '•  North" 
was  had  by  carriage.  On  Monday  evening  the  midnight  train  on  the  Branch 
Road  went  through,  arriving  at  the  North  Attleborough  station  at  12.40  a.m. 
This  was  a  ver}^  hazardous  trip,  and  at  the  time  the  water  at  the  Farmers 
was  still  so  high  that  it  flowed  into  the  door  of  the  baggage  car.  On  the 
following  day  a  gravel  train,  while  attending  to  repairs,  ran  into  a  soft  place 
in  the  road  and  only  got  back  to  a  firm  place  with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty. 
Regular  travel  on  this  road  was  resumed  on  Thursday,  the  eighteenth.  The 
Taunton  Branch  track  was  badly  damaged,  and  as  work  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Old  Colony  Road  had  to  be  done  first  the  repairs  there  were  delayed,  and 
the  passengers  from  "Taunton  way"  for  this  town  and  beyond  had  to  travel 
by  the  old  route  through  Mansfield.  Very  serious  results  followed  the  freshet 
on  the  Boston  &  Providence  Road,  but  sufficient  repairs  were  speedily  made 
to  enable  some  traffic  to  be  resumed,  and  trains  commenced  running  on 
the  seventeenth,  Wednesday.  The  first  through  train  for  New  York  left 
Boston  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  but  it  was  delayed  for  six  hours  in 
Providence  on  account  of  a  "  break  in  the  Stonington  line."  The  first  train 
from  Boston  to  Providence  left  the  former  place  at  3.50  p.m.  of  the  same 
day  and  passed  through  this  town  at  4.43.  A  few  days  later  trains  were 
running  regularly. 

Throughout  this  entire  vicinity  and  indeed  in  all  portions  of  tlie  State  the 
freshet  was  more  or  less  felt,  but  with  the  greatest  severity  in  the  eastern 
parts,  where  in  some  places  it  caused  not  only  great  inconvenience  but  actual 
suffering.  Strange  to  say,  the  coming  of  a  freshet  was  foretold  in  a  curious 
manner,  and  the  visible  signs  of  the  prophecy  commented  upon.  Some 
weeks  previous  Mr.  A.  A.  Folsom,  superintendent  of  the  Boston  «&  Provi- 
dence Railroad,  called  the  attention  of  several  gentlemen  going  over  the 
road  upon  one  occasion  to  a  large  number  of  hillocks  of  earth  rising  from 
all  parts  of  the  Neponset  marshes.  These  little  elevations  were  the  work  of 
muskrats  and  were  thrown  up  to  a  height  of  several  feet.  When  these 
reach  an  unusual  height,  it  is  said  to  betoken  an  expectation  on  the  part  of 
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tll0^^l'  little  aiiiiiials  of  liioh  water  over  their  inarshy  homes.  Mr.  Folsoin 
observed  that  he  had  never  seen  these  mounds  so  hiirh  before  and  added  : 
''We  will  have  an  opportunity  of  testing  the  truth  of  the  old  aphorism 
regarding  the  foresight  of  the  muskrat.  If  there  is  very  high  water  the 
coming  spring,  the  coincidence  will  be  something  remarkable."  "What  was 
foretold  by  these  wise  little  prophets  of  instinct  was  fulfilled  to  the  letter, 
but  people  when  forewarned  are  by  no  means  always  like  them  forearmed,  even 
to  the  best  of  their  ability.  In  this  case,  however,  no  one  could  have  been 
adequately  prepared,  because  the  freshet  was  wholly  unprecedented  in  its 
magnitude;  in  deed  and  truth  the  waters  "were  increased  greatly"  and 
"  prevailed  exceedingly  upon  the  earth."  Now  that  matters  are  long  since 
restored  to  their  wonted  order,  those  who  saw  this  furious  onslaught  of  the 
elements  and  the  wide  trails  of  devastation  their  ruthless  stormy  passing 
left  behind  can  look  back  upon  the  experiences  of  those  days  as  something 
to  be  highly  prized.  To  witness  the  manifestation  of  such  exalted,  mighty 
power,  to  behold  scenes  of  such  majestic,  superhuman  irrandeur  is  indeed  an 
experience  whose  memories  are  great  and  abiding;  but  those  who  saw  the 
most  and  felt  the  deepest,  in  this  time  when  it  seemed  as  if  once  more 
"  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  were  broken  up,  and  the  windows  of 
heaven  opened."  will  ever  welcome  the  bright  aj^pearing  of  the  •'  bow  in  the 
cloud  "  and  with  the  most  fervent  gratitude  remember  the  promise  of  the 
Lord  to  Noah  of  old:  "  Neither  shall  there  any  more  be  a  fiood  to  destroy 
the  earth." 

A  good  uKUiy  years  ago  a  marked  improvement  in  building  began  to  be 
manifest,  but  for  a  score  of  years  probably  this  was  confined  almost  entirely 
to  private  residences.  The  first  substantial  and  notable  improvement  made 
in  buildings  for  public  and  business  purposes  was  the  erection  in  1876  of  a 
handsome  three-story  brick  block  on  the  corner  of  Park  Street  and  Eailroad 
Avenue  in  East  Attleborough  by  Mr.  Janics  II.  Sturdy.  ]Mr.  Sturdy  showed 
both  enterprise  and  public  spirit  in  no  small  degree  in  thus  eaily  making  so 
large  an  outlay  for  such  purposes.  He  was  subjected  to  some  consideraljle 
criticism  for  wiuit  was  termed  his  lack  of  wisdom,  for  many  people  were  of 
the  opinion  that  such  a  building  was  obviously  long  in  advance  of  the  needs 
of  the  time.  It  was  speedily  proved,  however,  that  his  foresight  and  judg- 
ment were  entirely  correct,  for  Sturdy  Block  l)ecame  at  once  useful  to  the 
community  and  is  an  ornament  to  the  village.  It  alTorded  suital)le  accom- 
modations for  the  First  National  Bank,  Postollici",  Town  Clerk's  Ollice. 
^lasonic  Fraternity,  various  stores,  and  some  private  olliccs.  One  of  the 
most  apprecinlde  feutincs  of  this  enterprise,  one  for  whicli  the  owner  deserves 
the  thanks  of  liie  entire  eonimunity,  was  the  appropriate  fitting  up  of  the 
space  to  be  occupied  by  the  postollice.  Lock  lioxes  and  other  modern 
improvements  were  introduced  at  Mr.  Sturdy's  expense,  anil  for  the  first 
time  a  proper  place  for  the  recejjtion  and  dislril)Ution  of  mails  was  provided. 
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there  haviug  never  before  been  a  place  so  suitable  iu  town  or  one  adequate 
to  the  demands  in  the  larger  sections. 

The  example  so  promptly  and  well  set  by  Mr.  Sturdy  has  been  followed  in 
frequently  recurring  instances,  and  in  both  of  the  larger  villages  of  the  town 
there  are  many  solid  and  handsome  structures  for  business  uses.  Conspicu- 
ous among  these  are  Bates  Opera  House,  Horton  Block,  and  Pierce  Block  in 
East  Attleborough  ;  and  all  the  buildings  in  their  vicinity  which  are  occupied 
as  stores  are  markedly  superior  in  ever}'  way  to  those  of  the  same  kind  of 
twenty  years  ago,  whether  they  are  of  recent  construction  or  old  buildings 
remodeled.  Among  the  most  conspicuous  in  North  Attleborough  is  Wamsutta 
Block,  which,  with  its  commodious  theatre  adjoining  the  hotel,  covers  a  large 
space  and  presents  a  fine  appearance,  while  the  Bank  Building,  Kendall  Block. 
Codding  Block,  Odd  Fellows  Building,  and  many  others  give  to  their  vicinity 
on  Washington  Street  quite  the  look  of  a  city  thoroughfare.  Indeed  this 
entire  street,  which  runs  a  straight,  wide  way  through  the  centre  of  the  village 
from  the  Baptist  Church  to  a  considerable  distance  on  the  road  to  Oldtown, 
presents  a  striking  appearance,  one  calculated  to  produce  a  very  favorable 
impression  upon  a  stranger.  It  is  a  street  of  which  any  enterprising  manu- 
facturing village  would  have  reason  to  be  proud. 

The  first  really  elegant  private  residences  in  town  were  those  built,  now  a 
long  time  ago,  by  Messrs.  E.  I.  and  Josiah  Richards.  The  latter  is  more 
conspicuous  from  its  elevated  situation,  and  the  attractions  of  its  extensive 
lawns  have  been  enhanced  in  recent  years  by  the  pretty  cottage  where  Mr. 
Richards'  son  resides.  The  former  has  large  and  well-kept  grounds,  by 
which  the  river  runs.  It  looks  a  handsome,  luxurious  home,  and  the  style  of 
the  house  adds  a  dignity  which  enhances  the  beauty  of  the  whole  place. 
The  opposite  houses,  those  of  Mr.  Codding  and  the  late  Dr.  Foster,  impress 
the  passer-by  with  the  feeling  that  their  owners  have  prospered  well  in  the 
world,  and  that  within  their  walls  there  reigns  that  ample  comfort  which  is 
but  another  name  for  luxury.  The  next  elegant  residence  to  be  built  was 
that  of  Mr.  W.  D.  TVhiting  at  the  other  end  of  the  North  village.  This  was 
a  very  costly  house,  probably  the  most  so  iu  town,  and  is  very  handsome, 
though  its  style  and  that  of  those  before  mentioned  have  been  superseded  by 
the  ''  Queen  Anne"  in  all  its  varied  modifications.  Not  far  away  stands  the 
''  round  house  "  built  by  Mr.  Tifft.  This  could  never  have  praise  for  its 
beauty,  but  it  has  had  fame  from  its  oddity.  A  number  of  the  older  resi- 
dences along  Washington  Street  have  been  modernized,  notably  that  of  the 
late  Stephen  Richardson,  and  several  handsome  new  ones  erected  within  a  few 
years,  among  these  that  of  Mr.  Theron  Smith  and  Mr.  H.  F.  Barrows,  whose 
commodious  grounds  have  been  brought  to  their  present  state  of  attraction 
,  only  by  great  labor  and  expense.  On  the  side  streets  running  west  from 
Washington  Street,  the  old  huckleberry  pasture  land  of  sixty  years  ago,  are 
scores  of  pretty  homes,  and  many  of  the  houses,  built  as  modern  fashion 
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dictates,  are  verv  charmiug.  Among  these  aud  in  other  situations  are  those 
of  Dr.  Foster,  Dr.  Burden,  O.  M.  Draper,  Edward  Price,  Arthnr  Codding, 
Yj.  I.  Franklin,  T.  G.  Frothingham,  Clarence  Fisher,  Edwin  Stnrtevant, 
Charles  P.  Young,  E.  L.  Hixon,  Hervey  Richards,  and  many  others. 

At  the  Falls  village   also  arc  a   number  of  very  pretty    homes,  those   of 
several    members  of   the  Freeman    family    and  the   Stanley    brothers   being 
especiallv  worthy  of  mention.     "Wherever  the  name  of  Sturdy  is  connected 
with  a  place  as  its  owner,  there  one  is  sure  to  find  what  is  comfortable  and 
attractive,  as  in  this  part  of  the  town  hi  the  case  of  J.  F.  Sturdy  and  his 
family.     A   large   amount  of    territory  is  now    included    in    the  Falls  since 
the  adjacent  village  became  a  part  of  it,  and  the  houses  are  scattered  far  and 
wide.     Here  and  there  some  of  the  finer  old  houses  have  been   allowed   to 
remain  in  their  original  state  unchanged.     This  is  the  case  with  the  squarely 
proportioned  commodious  residence  of   the  late  Willard  Robinson.     It  was 
always  peculiar  to  itself  with  its  quaint  panel-like  style  of  painting  of  several 
shades  or  colors,  but  it  has  always  had  that  air  of  comfort  and  solidity  about 
it  which  makes  one  feel  that  its  owner  must  be  Avhat  he  was,  a  man  of  digni- 
fied, high-toned    respectability.     The  two  houses   which  on  the  whole  have 
been  more  successfully  modernized  than  any  others  in  town  are  in  this  vicinity. 
One  is  the  residence  of  R.  F.  Simmons  at  what  was  formerly   called    only 
Robinsonville  and  is  the  "  old  Robinson  house  "  of  a  certain  branch  of  that 
familv.     The  alterations  were  made  under  the  last  owner  of  the  name,  Mr. 
Frank  Robinson,   and  so  artistically   that  they   are  improvements,  not  dis- 
figurements, and  give  the  house  the  twofold  attraction  of  what  is  old  and 
what  is  new.     The  too  much  plainness  of  the  old  style  is  relieved  and  the  too 
much  ornateness  of  the  new  is  toned  down  in  a  happy  manner,  and  the  result 
is  a  charming  country  house.     The  other  is  the  residence  of  IT.   X.   Daggett 
at  the  Falls  village  proper.     It  has  greatly  the  advantage  in  i)oint  of  situa- 
tion, as  it  is  on  elevated  ground  near  the  little  eniinence  known  as  "  Peck's 
mountain."     The  broad,  sloping  lawn  in  front  is  very  inviting  in  its  Mpjiear- 
ance  and  is  properly  allowed  to  be  almost  entirely  plain  turf,   having  only 
a  few  shrubs   near  the   house  and  a  few  trees  at  tiie  foot  near  the  street. 
Great  taste  has  l)een  displayed  in  the  changes  and   additions  made   to  the 
Ituilding  itself,  for  it  is  still  wholly  an  old-fashioned  iiousc,  an<l  the  nol)le  elm 
that  has  stood  there  these  scores  of  years  yet  bends  approvingly  over  it.  by 
no  means  the  smallest  attraction  of  the  place.     Inside  it  is  still  of  "ye  olden 
time,"  with  its  low  ceilings,  high  win<lo\vs,  and  narrow  passageways;   but   tlie 
former  discomforts  iiave  l)een   lianislied  and   their  ])laces  occupied   with   the 
luxuries  of  tliese  latter  days. 

In  East  Attleborf)ngli  the  liner  houses  are  not  so  elegant  and  striliing  as 
8om»;  of  those  at  the  Nortii  village,  but  there  are  many  which  are  erpially 
comfortable  and  attractive-looking,  and  the  entire  vill.ige  has  more  iniiformity 
in  this  direction.     The  late  Charles   E.   Ilaywanl  was  among  the  first   of  his 
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generation  to  erect  a  then  "  new  style  "  of  house,  and  though  the  fashion  has 
changed,  the  phice  retains  the  substantial  aspect  which  cannot  be  out  of  date, 
and  around  it  for  that  owner's  sake  many  pleasant  memories  will  always 
cluster.  The  nearest  neighbor,  built  by  IMr.  Samuel  Carpenter,  was  in  its 
early  days  one  of  the  finest  houses  in  the  village,  and  its  grounds  were 
an  excellent  example  of  a  fashion  then  prevalent  of  filling  almost  every  foot 
of  space  with  close-set  trees  and  large  flowering  shrubs,  almost  hiding  the 
house  itself  from  the  view  of  passers-by.  In  its  present  owner's  hands,  Mr. 
Gardner  Hodges,  it  has  been  much  altered  and  improved,  according  to  the 
present  taste,  but  all  traces  of  the  former  aspect  have  not  by  anv  means 
been  removed,  and  those  who  knew  it  as  it  was  formerly  can  still  recognize 
the  "Uncle  Sam"  Carpenter  place.  One  sees  with  pleasure  the  well- 
appointed,  well-kept  place  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Bates  near  by,  who  has  made  much 
of  the  material  he  had  in  house  and  grounds  both.  Just  above,  on  North 
Main  Street,  is  the  place  of  Mr.  Watson,  one  of  the  best  appointed  in  the 
village.  Peck  Street  has  several  very  attractive  houses,  particularly  those  of 
Mr.  Tucker,  the  Messrs.  Bliss,  and  Mr.  Wexell ;  and  that  of  Mr.  Sweet  is  a 
model  of  neatness  and  good  care.  Among  other  pleasant  places  are  those 
of  Mr.  Short  and  Mr.  Newell  on  Bank  Street,  and  the  Horton  brothers  on 
Pleasant  Street,  the  house  of  the  late  Gideon  M.  Horton  being  the  hand- 
somest, built  in  the  latest  style.  The  attractions  of  South  Main  Street  have 
recently  been  greatly  enhanced  by  the  newly  erected  houses  of  Messrs.  Smith, 
Crosby,  and  Cummings,  which  are  extremely  pretty  and  are  all  quite  near 
those  of  the  gentlemen  who  lead  the  way  here  —  Messrs.  Sturdy  and  Dean. 
County  Street  Hill  is  now  almost  entirely  covered  with  dwellings,  the  finest 
in  style  and  situation  being  those  of  Mr.  Blackinton,  now  Mr.  Bigney's,  and 
Mr.  Marsh.  The  latter  is  a  charming  house  and  commands  very  pretty 
views.  One  of  the  prettiest  houses  on  the  other  side  of  the  railroad  is  that 
of  Mr.  Bullock  on  Union  Street,  and  the  village  has  extended  itself  far  east 
of  this  spot,  lately  nearly  the  extreme  limit,  even  beyond  the  meadows  on  the 
Bearcroft  Road,  following  the  lead  of  Mr.  James  Sturdy,  who  selected  here 
the  elevated  site  on  which  he  has  established  his  home,  and  to  whom  it  is 
due  that  this  situation  has  become  desirable.  North  Main  Street  changes 
every  year,  but  the  Peck  house  still  retains  its  ample  garden,  and  its  wonted 
pleasant  look,  and  its  open  door  for  the  friendly  calls  of  an  extensive  list  of 
''  neighbors  "  from  all  over  the  town  and  far  outside  its  limits.  The  old 
Carpenter  house  just  west  of  this  has  been  entirely  made  over  and  after 
a  desirable  manner,  but  one  misses  the  kindly,  cheerful  faces  of  its  long- 
time occupants,  and  there,  as  in  many  places,  has  cause  to  regret  the  changes 
time  must  so  often  bring. 

Leaving  the  busy,  bustling  North  or  East  village,  one  may  soon  reach  parts 
of  the  town  which  have  been  virtually  the  same  for  nearly  half  a  century. 
By  whichever  road  the  traveler  drives  he  will  pass  thrifty-looking  farms  with 
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coinnuMlious  dwelling-houses  and  ample,  well-built  barns.  Especially  is  this 
true  of  the  road  tlu'ough  the  Read  and  Ide  neighborhood,  thau  which  we  tliink 
there  cannot  be  a  pleasanter  of  its  kind  perhaps  in  all  the  State,  though 
equally  pleasant  may  be  the  one  beyond  Oldtown  to  the  Holmes  neighlior- 
hood  and  thence  on  to  North  Attleborough.  These  drives  would  be  a 
revelation  to  those  who  have  heard  of  Attleborough  only  as  a  great 
manufacturing  town,  and  a  surprise  to  some  born  and  brought  up  within  its 
limits.  From  one  point  of  view  —  that  of  marked  material  prosperitv  — 
there  is  cause  for  a  large  measure  of  regret  in  the  fact  that  South  and  West 
Attleborough  have  been  doomed  to  a  state  of  comparative  stagnation  for  so 
many  years.  This  is  especially  true  because  the  opportunity  for  rapid 
growth  was  formerly  almost  within  the  grasp  of  these  sections,  and  harder 
for  the  people  because  hopes  in  this  direction  were  legitimately  raised,  only, 
as  it  proved,  to  be  disappointed.  The  first  railroad  line  surveyed  in  town  was 
through  its  western  ])art,  and  had  that  line  l)een  adopted  the  naturally 
resulting  benefits,  which  have  been  felt  in  other  portions,  would  doubtless  in 
large  measure  have  accrued  to  these  villages.  Now,  as  for  more  than 
a  generation  past,  so  few  opportunities  in  any  line  of  business  offer 
themselves  to  young  men  just  starting  in  life  that  these  almost  everyone  are 
forced  to  search  elsewhere  foi'  chances  of  maintenance  or  success  ;  and  for 
this  reason  the  population  coutiinies  year  after  year  to  be  about  the  same. 
From  another  point  of  view — that  of  calm,  contented,  simple  living  in  the 
midst  of  the  turbulence,  the  perplexit3%  and  the  multiplicity  of  requirements 
in  nineteenth-century  life  —  there  is  cause  for  rejoicing  that  any  spot  and 
any  people  are  permitted  to  continue  for  even  a  score  of  years  the  same. 
We  turn  with  a  feeling  of  relief  from  the  ever  changing,  hurraing  present 
and  contemplate  with  a  real  satisfaction  scenes  that  partake  of  an  older, 
slower-moving  time.  No  lack  of  thrift  or  abundant  comfort  is  manifest  in 
these  western  villages  and  their  surroundings,  but  they  iiave  about  tiiem  an 
atmosphere  of  true  quiet  and  peace,  :in(l  it  seems  as  if  life  wi-re  reallv  lireil 
here  with  tranquillity  and  earnestness  of  jmi'pose  and  not  confnsedly  and 
half-aimlessly  'nislmd  through.  At  the  entrance  to  South  Attleborongii  is  the 
old  Ingrahau)  house,  where  it  must  have  stood  for  nearly  a  lumdii'tl  years, 
and  on  both  sides  of  the  "  village  street  "  are  the  long-famili:ir  dwellings, 
the  Draper  house,  tiie  liarrows  house,  and  many  another.  There  is  the 
tannery  on  the  centnry-old  site,  though  it  now  stunds  clothed  in  new  gar- 
ments ;  and  a  little  Iteyond  the  centre  rises  the  cheerful  little  cluipel.  (piite 
raotlern  but  perfectly  in  keeping  with  the;  entire  si-ene,  blending  the  newer 
and  older  in  a  pretiv  ])ictMre.  ()vfi'  the  same  road  one  dii\cs  or  walks,  as 
Ix'foretime  turning  noi'lhward,  and  soon  the  ol<l  "First  (luirch"  is  seen, 
pointing  its  spire  heavenward  fi'oni  the  spot  where  our  town  forefathers  first 
planted  a  iioiise  of  (iod.  Near  by  is  the  pMisonage,  — long  ni:iy  ils  piesent 
f)ccnpant    remain    there.  —  the   sclioolhonse,    where  one   early   stood.    ;ind    the 
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queer  little  powder-house.  A  picture  of  quiet  peace  and  plenty  is  to  be 
found  in  the  neatly  kept  homestead  of  Mr.  May,  not  far  from  the  church, 
and  its  outward  appearance  but  faintly  mirrors  the  tranquil  happiness  that 
reigns  within.  A  kindly  spirit  of  helpfulness  dwells  here,  and  though  many 
of  its  fellows  have  vanished  from  the  land,  this  is  still  a  pattern  New 
England  country  home.  Not  far  away  southward  is  the  old  Newell  house. 
It  still  shows  how  the  famous  old  tavern  looked,  for  its  outward  appearance 
is  not  much  altered,  and  it  is  still  literally  the  Newell  house,  being  occupied 
by  the  fifth  generation  of  that  family.  Long  may  its  stanch  old  timbers 
"weather  wintry  blasts  to  come,  and  may  there  never  be  wanting  one  of  the 
well-known  name  to  dwell  beneath  its  time-honored  roof  !  All  around  are 
scattered  the  homes  of  the  farmers,  who,  with  their  families  Sabbath  after 
Sabbath,  gather  at  this  historic  spot,  to  the  sound  of  the  "  meeting-house  " 
bell,  as  their  fathers  and  their  fathers'  fathers  did  before  them.  This  whole 
place  is  full  of  cherished  recollections  and  hallowed  associations  of  "ye 
olden  time."  Long  may  it  be  ere  their  memory  fades  away,  and  may  that 
day  be  late  in  its  appearing  when  the  sway  of  the  peaceful  contented  past 
still  lingering  over  this  pretty  region  shall  give  place  to  the  engrossing  power 
of  the  restless,  dissatisfied  present ! 

As  we  have  mentioned  some  of  the  handsome  buildings  in  town  we  should 
not  omit  to  mention  those  who  have  carried  out  the  ideas  of  owners  and 
architects  in  their  construction.  Bennett  &  French  and  Edmund  S.  Cargill 
are  the  principal  builders  in  North  Attleborough,  and  they  have  had  charge 
of  some  of  the  finest  buildings  recently  erected  there,  both  public  and  private. 
In  East  Attleborough  William  H.  Goff  is  prominent,  and  has  built  a  number 
of  the  new  houses  and  Bates  Opera  House.  His  success  in  carrying  out  the 
architect's  plan  in  the  latter  case  is  alone  sufficient  to  attest  his  ability. 
Here  also  Charles  N.  Grant  has  within  a  few  years  become  prominent  in  this 
line.  He  built  the  residences  of  Mr.  Marsh  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Fisher  in  the  East 
village  and  that  of  Mr.  Mackreth  at  the  Falls.  He  built  the  new  Y.  M.  C. 
A.  building  on  County  Street  and  the  residence  of  Mr.  G.  St.  J.  Sheffield, 
which  was  the  home  for  a  generation  of  the  author  of  this  work. 

We  are  justly  entitled  to  a  considerable  degree  of  pride  in  the  position  of 
our  town  by  reason  of  the  ability  displayed  by  our  business  men,  and  we  may 
honestly  congratulate  ourselves  upon  its  outward  appearance.  On  the  whole 
and  as  a  whole  it  has  a  remarkably  thrifty  look ;  there  is  very  little  shabbi- 
ness  to  be  found,  comparatively  speaking,  in  any  part  of  its  territory,  and 
few  if  any  tokens  of  extreme  poverty,  and  in  the  cases  where  such  tokens 
are  more  or  less  evident  examination  would  probably  show  tliem  to  be  the 
result  of  shiftlessness  not  necessit}^  We  may  also  be  proud  of  the  long  list 
of  highly  gifted  men  to  whom  Attleborough  may  claim  the  honor  of  giving 
birth.  Many  of  these  her  sous  have  gone  forth  to  take  prominent  places 
in   the    literary  and    intellectual    world,    and    many    others,    both  sons    and 
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daughters,  destiiiotl  to  remain  nt  home,  liave  there  (niietly  eultivated  the 
talents  given  them,  and  their  attainments  thouiih  not  always  widely  known 
are  both  creditable  and  worthy.  Our  newspapers  have  long  testitied  to  the 
ability  of  sons  both  by  birth  and  adoption.  The  editorial  colunnis  of  the 
older  of  these  may  safely  ehalleuge  comparison  with  those  of  many  a  city 
journal  of  repute,  and  its  whole  tone  is  higher  than  man}'  of  these ;  while 
the  younger,  attempting  less  in  this  particular  direction,  may  as  safely 
challenge  comparison  as  a  sprightly,  interesting  publication,  a  'Miewsy" 
town  newspaper.  Each  in  its  own  line  deserves  equal  credit  with  the  other, 
and  both  are  creditable  to  the  town. 

"We  have  now  in  town  three  writers.  Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Sweet  has  these  many 
years  been  called  "our  town  poet."  Her  words  come  from  the  depths  of  a 
womanly  heart  and  appeal  to  the  hearts  of  her  readers,  and  whether  they  be 
in  prose  or  verse  are  spoken  ever  and  with  "  no  uncertain  sound  "  on  the 
side  of  the  highest  right  and  the  best  good.  Many  will  recall  the  songs  she 
sang  so  full  of  faith  and  cheer  during  the  gloomy  days  of  the  Rebellion  and 
remember  that  hearts  were  gladdened  and  courage  was  strengthened  by  their 
bright  brave  words.  A  younger  woman  has  somewhat  recently  entered  this 
same  field  of  verse  —  Miss  Mary  A.  Mathias,  of  West  Attleborough,  whose 
poems  are  especially  well  known  to  the  readers  of  the  Chronicle.  ITer  talents 
are  unquestioned  and  her  productions  have  "the  ring  of  the  true  metal  in 
them."  Some  3'ears  since  several  charming  story  books  for  childien  and 
young  people  made  tlieir  appearance,  pul)lished  l)y  an  unknown  writer. 
Happily  such  secrets  cannot  long  Ite  kept  and  happily  too  in  this  instance  the 
pleasant  fact  transpired  that  Miss  Mary  J.  Capron,  of  our  town,  was  their 
author.  Miss  Capron  essayed  writing  in  a  line  in  which  success  is  dillii-ult 
of  attainment,  tiiat  of  auuising  to  gain  the  attention  and  at  the  same  time 
instructing  children  in  the  highest  ways.  ITer  abilities  were  abundantly 
proved  by  the  success  she  met  with,  for  these  stories  were  attractive  and 
instructive  to  little  people  and  interesting  and  useful  to  tiieir  elders,  ller 
pen  is  always  occupied  in  the  furtherance  of  somr  good  work,  but  it  is  unfor- 
tunate for  Iier  numerous  readei-s  that  she  no  loiigci-  euiploys  it  in  this  former 
direction.' 

The  fashion  of  disputes  was  set  at  a  viiy  v:\v\\  date,  according  to  the 
highest  autliority  in  the  first  days  of  llic  infancy  of  the  i-aee.  atid  none  t'ver 
known  to  the  woi'ld  lias  hcfu  more  rMillifiilly  followcwl.  ( )iic  of  the  most 
ancient  of  customs,  it  has  been  so  well  maintained  that  it  has  never  Inlien 
into  disuse,  never  been  in  the  least  "out  of  date,"  bnt  has  come  down  to  us 
through  all  the  ages  in  '•  unalloyed  pnrity.'"  It  can  cliangc  t'oiin.  feature, 
dress,  and  manner  to  suit  every  clime  and  every  exigency,  Imt  the  real  spirit 
r»f  controversy  —  that  iniierent  element  of  human   nature — remains  thiongh 

'  Ml«8  Caprou  lm»  since  <llcil. 
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all  quite  the  same  ;  aud  disputes  nowadays,  like  one  of  old,  are  apt  to  make 
a  display  of  considerable  knowledge  of  both  good  and  evil.  Our  town  has 
always  purposed  to  "  keep  up  with  the  times  "  as  far  as  possible,  sufficiently 
at  least  not  to  warrant  the  stigma  of  being  "  out  of  the  world  "  because  "  out 
of  the  fashion  "  ;  and  enough  of  this  spirit  has  been  manifested  here  xt  differ- 
ent times  to  prove  our  people  to  be  lineal  descendants  of  Adam.  Perhaps 
the  most  lengthy  controversy  with  which  any  of  our  citizens  have  been  con- 
nected since  the  Angle  tree  boundary  line  was  finally  and  firmly  laid  is  the 
one,  half  public,  half  private,  so  long  going  on  in  the  east  part  of  the  town. 
It  was  on  the  docket  for  many  years,  not  always  active,  frequently  quite 
dormant,  but  always  ready  to  arouse  itself  on  the  slightest  provocation  when 
nothing  more  important  claimed  the  chief  attention  of  the  community.  Hap- 
pily it  has  now  been  brought  to  a  final  issue  and  in  a  most  desirable  manner. 

Whereas  the  planting  of  one  particular  tree  in  the  midst  of  a  certain  plot 
of  ground  caused  the  beginning  of  the  world's  first  angry  discussion  recorded, 
which  humanly  speaking  was  fraught  with  such  grave  results  to  all  the 
following  races  of  men,  in  the  instance  of  wdiich  we  write,  the  planting  of 
many  common  trees  in  another  certain  plot  of  ground  has  caused  the  cessa- 
tion of  a  late  aud  somewhat  violent  discussion,  whose  results  promise  to  be 
filled  with  cheerful  and  lasting  benefits  to  at  least  a  small  portion  of  one  of 
the  races  of  men.  Here,  instead  of  a  driving  forth  of  the  inhabitants  aud 
the  dying  out  of  a  beautiful  garden,  we  look  to  see  a  pretty  little  park  grow 
up,  under  the  shade  of  whose  trees  as  under  their  "own  vine  and  fig  tree  " 
the  dwellers  of  the  "  East  Precinct"  will  meet  in  the  future  to  amicably  dis- 
cuss not  angrily  dispute  over  the  affairs  of  the  community  —  even  to 
boundary  lines — and  of  the  world. 

The  controversy  to  which  reference  is  made  is  the  one  over  the  tract  of 
land  known  as  "The  Attleborough  Common,"  and  which  during  the  past  ten 
or  tAvelve  years  has  been  especially  exciting.  The  parties  concerned  were 
"The  Second  Congregational  Parish,  and  The  Attleborough  Public." 

"  The  parish  based  its  claim  upon  three  things  :  on  a  gift  of  land  from 
John  Sweet  in  1744  ;  on  an  alleged  purchase  of  land  east  of  the  John  Sweet 
lot,  in  1794  ;  and  on  a  bequest  of  land  from  the  heirs  of  Dr.  Abijah  Everett, 
south  of  said  John  Sweet  lot,  in  1829."  Attempts  on  the  part  of  the  parish 
to  exclude  the  public  from  this  ground  caused  the  matter  to  be  brought  to  a 
legal  issue.  As  can  be  seen  on  previous  pages  of  this  history,  the  lands  in 
this  vicinity  were  purchased  from  the  Indian  owner  thereof,  for  some  inhabi- 
tants of  Rehoboth,  by  Captain  Thomas  Willet  and  his  associates,  they 
"  having  been  first  authorized  and  empowered  b^'  the  Court  for  that  purpose," 
and  in  this  way  it  came  into  the  hands  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Rehoboth 
North  Purchase.  The  records  show  how  this  land  was  divided  into  shares, 
giving  the  "metes  and  bounds"  of  each  man's  "grant,"  or  "la}'  out,"  and 
these   records  constitute  the   legal    title   to  the  lands.     On   .lune   7,    1743, 
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exactly  two  luonths  later  than  tlie  date  of  the  divisicjii  in  the  First  Parish  of 
Attleborough,  John  Sweet  laid  out  four  acres  and  one  hundred  and  eight 
rods  of  land.  In  this  was  comprised  the  present  kirkyard,  a  part  of  the 
land  over  which  at  this  point  the  Boston  and  Providence  Kailr(^)ad  passes, 
"  and  a  wedge  of  laud  that  enters  the  west  side  of  the  common  and  termi- 
nates in  a  point  two  rods  wide,  just  south  of  the  band  stand,  where  the  present 
(about  1883)  foot-path  now  crosses."  Some  of  the  paving  stones  that  lay 
in  front  of  the  old  church  were  at  that  time  visible  in  the  path.  Mr.  Sweet 
was  most  assuredly  a  generous  man  and  withal  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and 
a  year  after  taking  it  up  for  himself  he  donated  some  of  the  above-men- 
tioned land  to  the  parish  for  the  uses  and  purposes  described  in  the  deed 
which  follows  :  — 


To  all  people  to  irhoin  these  presents  shall  come,  Gukkting 

Know  you  that  I,  John  Sweot,  of  Attleboroiijjh,  in  the  County  of  Bristol,  witliin  his 
M.ijestie's  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  Xew  Englaiul,  ycunian,  for  in  consideratiou 
of  the  love  and  good  will  and  respect  which  I  have  and  do  bear  towards  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Second  Precinct  in  Attleboro  and  divers  good  causes  and  considerations  in  thereunto 
moving,  have  given,  granted,  alieneil.  confirmed  and  conveyed,  and  by  these  presents  do  freely, 
fully  and  absolutely  give,  grant,  alien,  convey  and  contirni  unto  said  inhabitants  their  Heirs 
and  assignees,  one  acre  of  land  whereon  the  meeting-liouse  now  stands,  to  he  improved  for  that 
use  so  long  as  said  precinct  shall  keep  a  meeting-house  for  the  public  worship  of  God  upon  said 
lot  and  no  longer.  And  if  tlie  said  precinct  shall  choose  to  move  the  nieeting-i:ouse  to  any  other 
place  in  said  precinct,  that  then  the  said  land  to  return  to  the  said  John  Sweet,  his  heirs  and 
assignees  forever.  Said  land  lying  on  Bungay  plain  adjoining  to  the  land  l)elonging  to  the  heirs 
of  John  Peck  and  bounded  as  follows: 

The  first  corner  being  a  stake  and  stones  for  a  corner  near  tiic  suuthwest  corner  of  the 
meeting-house  in  the  line  of  said  Peck's  land;  from  thence  running  north  nineteen  rods  by 
said  Peck's  land  to  a  stake  and  stones  for  a  corner;  thence  east  sixteen  rods  to  a  stakt;  and 
stones  for  a  corner,  —  standing  on  the  west  siile  of  the  highway;  thence  bounded  by  the  said 
highway  southerly  till  it  comes  even  with  the  first  corner;  thence  west  two  rods  to  the  first 
corner.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  granted  bargained  iininiscs,  with  all  the  privileges  to 
the  same  belonging  or  in  any  way  appertaining  to  the  iiilialiitanis  of  said  precinct,  their  heirs 
and  assignees  to  their  proper  use.  benefit  and  behool'.  And  the  said  John  Sweet  for  me  my 
heirs,  executors,  administrators  do  covenant  and  grant  to  and  with  the  inhabitants  of  said 
precinct,  tlieir  heirs  an<l  assignees,  that  before  the  unsciUing  Ix^reof  1  am  the  true,  sole  and 
lawful  owner  of  the  above  said  pnnnises,  and  am  lawfully  —  and  possesstnl  of  the  same  in  ray 
own  proper  right,  of  a  good,  jicrfect  and  absolute  estate  of  inlnritance.  in  fee  simi»le,  and  have 
in  myself  good  right  and  lawful  authority  to  convey  and  contirin  said  iiremises  in  maimer  as 
above  said  and  the  inhabitants  of  said  precinct,  their  heirs  and  assignees,  shall  and  may  from 
time  to  time,  iind  at  all  times  by  virtue  of  these  |)resents,  lawfully  and  peaceably  and  <|uietly 
have,  hold  and  jjossess  and  enjoy  the  said  described  |)reiniscs  with  the  appurtenances  free,  and 
clear.  an<l  freely,  and  clearly  acquitted,  exonerated,  and  ilischarged  of  from  all  other  gifts, 
grants,  bargains,  sales,  leases,  mortgages  with  enlales.  Jointures,  Dowers.  Judgments,  execu- 
tions, encumbrances  and  cnttMil  finthermore  I,  the  sai<l  John  Swt(?t,for  my  heirs,  executtu's, 
administrators,  do  coveneni  Hn<l  enjoy  the  above  ilemise  and  i)remises  to  them  the  said  inhab- 
itants of  said  precinct,  th<;ir  lieirs  and  assignees  against  the  lawful  claims  or  demands  of  any 
person  or  persons  whatsoever  to  warrant,  secure  and  defend.  I  am  witness  wliereof,  I,  the 
said  John  Sweet,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  ami  seal  this  day  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fr)rty-four,  signed  and  sealed  and  ilelivercd  in  presence  of 
Thomas  Wihnarth  ) 
Robert  Titus  )  .lobn  Sweet     [L.S.J 
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The  church  was  erected  as  has  been  seeu,  aud  hiter  the  buryiug-lot  laid  out 
in  the  northwest  corner  of  what  was  called  the  "  meeting-house  lot,"  it  being 
a  purchase  made  1\y  the  parish.  The  meetinghouse  lot  then  extended  across 
the  present  railroad  tracks  near  the  church  and  into  the  present  common,  and 
to  this  portion  of  the  common,  the  northern,  the  parish  have  without  the 
slightest  doubt  a  valid  claim. 

Our  information  on  the  "common"  question  is  to  be  found  in  the  "  His- 
tory of  the  Attleborough  Common,"  a  pamphlet  prepared  and  published  in 
1885  by  the  gentlemen  who  were  then  most  interested  in  settling  the  much 
discussed  matter  of  ownership  and  in  making  the  spot  an  ornament  to  the 
village.  Having  acknowledged  this  first  asserted  claim  of  the  parish  to  a 
portion  of  the  common,  the  history  goes  on  to  consider  the  second,  "  an 
alleged  purchase  of  land."  An  article  in  the  warrant  for  a  parish  meeting 
which  was  held  March  31,  1794,  reads  as  follows  :  "To  see  if  tlie  inhabitants 
will  agree  and  vote  to  buy  of  Dr.  Abijah  Everett  aud  Dr.  Syril  Carpenter 
and  Abial  Dunham,  191  rods  of  land  from  of  said  meeting-house  for  to 
enlarge  the  common."  A  committee  was  chosen  at  this  meeting  to  confer 
with  the  owners  of  the  property  and  report.  This  the  committee  did,  in  due 
time  "  advising  the  parish  to  buy  eighty-six  rods  of  Dr.  Everett,  and  thirty 
rods  of  Deacon  Syril  Carpenter  and  Abial  Dunham."  This  i-eport  was 
accepted,  but  no  report  of  a  subsequent  purchase  is  extant.  The  vote  to 
purchase  proves  only  that  the  parish  was  not  previously  possessed  of  this 
land,  and  while  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  the  purchase  may  have  been 
made,  the  absence  of  records  to  show  actual  possession  makes  the  claim  only 
a  presumptive  one  and  therefore  not  strong.  The  third  parish  claim  was  for 
a  "wedge  of  land  south  of  the  John  Sweet  lot,"  the  same  being  a  bequest 
from  the  heirs  of  Dr.  Abijah  Everett  in  1829.  With  regard  to  this  claim  we 
quote  directly  from  the  above-mentioned  history  of  the  common.     It  says  :  — 

"  In  describing  the  claims  of  the  parish  to  the  wedge  of  land  south  of  the 
John  Sweet  lot,  on  what  is  now  Park  street,  it  is  necessary  to  revert  to  the 
middle  of  the  last  century  and  take  our  position  on  what  is  now  Dr.  San- 
ford's  corner.  South  Main  street  was  then  the  Old  Bay  road,  and  Park 
street,  a  highway  leading  directly  to  the  Common.  In  1765  one  Jonas  Rich- 
ardson lived  on  this  corner  and  owned  a  large  farm,  comprising  many  acres 
lying  south  of  said  highway  and  east  of  the  Bay  Road.  This  highway  then 
existing  and  running  fi'om  Dr.  Sanford's  corner  to  the  meeting-house,  a  dis- 
tance of  some  thirtj'-five  rods,  was  originally  laid  out  three  rods  wide,  but 
had  been  narrowed  to  two  rods,  so  that  complaint  was  made  to  the  selectmen 
aud  the  road  was  again  laid  out  three  rods  wide  in  1765.  This  road  is  desig- 
nated in  the  layout  as  running  from  the  northwest  corner  of  Jonas  Richard- 
son's lands,  about  thirty-two  rods  until  it  came  to  said  meeting-house. 

"In  1787,  Jonas  Richardson,  'Doctor  of  Physsick,'  sold  this  farm  of 
thirty-one  acres  to  Abijah  Everett,  who  held  the  same  until  1789,  when  he 
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sold  it  to  .lalioz  KUis.  In  those  deeds  the  distance  from  the  coriuM'  to  the 
nieetinii-honse,  along  tlie  hiiihway,  is  designated  as  thirty-five  and  a  half 
rods,  ii  part  of  said  hiiihway  being  the  present  Park  street. 

•'  In  17!»'),  Jabez  Ellis  sold  the  premises  to  one  Amos  Wilmartii,  anil  it 
was  at  this  time  that  the  bend  in  the  road  where  W.  H,  Hardin's  drug  store 
now  is,  (18S5)  was  established,  since  in  the  deed  passed  by  Jabez  Ellis  to 
Amos  Wilmarth  the  frontage  on  the  highway  was  given  at  twenty  rods  instead 
of  thirty-five  and  a  half  rods,  as  in  all  previous  deeds,  the  line  then  swerving 
from  the  highway  in  the  direction  of  the  present  Park  street,  while  all  the 
other  boundaries  remained  unchanged."  The  south  part  of  the  common  was 
thus  left  uuconveyed,  and  still  in  the  hands  of  .labez  Ellis.  Since  this  date 
"  no  legal  conveyance  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  Common  has  ever  been 
made  to  any  one."  On  January  31,  1829,  Amherst  Everett  and  others,  the 
heirs  of  Dr.  Abijah  Everett,  "quitclaimed  their  interest  in  the  Common  to 
the  Second  Precinct  of  Attleborough,"  but,  as  in  178'J  tlie  father  had  deeded 
his  entire  farm  to  Jabez  P^llis,  they  had  in  reality  no  interest  in  the  common 
at  all,  and  this  conveyance  therefore  meant  nothing  really  substantial.  Thus 
argued,  then,  it  was  proved  that  tiie  parish  had  in  reality  a  thoroughly  valid 
claim  to  only  "  that  portion  of  the  present  common  which  is  covered  by  the 
John  Sweet  deed." 

"Within  the  past  fifteen  years  two  lawsuits  relating  to  the  titles  of  tliis  land 
have  taken  place.  The  first  one  arose  from  the  laying  out  of  the  highway 
adjoining  the  railroad  and  running  from  Park  Street  directly  into  Pleasant 
Street.  At  this  time  a  small  part  of  the  John  Sweet  lot  was  taken,  and  the 
parish  called  a  sheriff's  jury,  placing  their  damages  against  the  town  at  the 
sum  of  S3, 200.  The  trial  was  conducted  at  Union  Hall,  comniencing  on 
December  9,  1874,  and  ending  on  December  12  following.  The  jury  after 
the  hearing  consulted  for  several  hoiu-s  and  linally  brought  in  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff  and  awarded  S7.')  damages. 

Again  we  quote  from  the  history  :  "Major  David  I-l.  liolinaii.  whose  hmd 
formerly  belonged  to  Syril  Caipcnter  and  Abial  Dunham,  in  common  uitii  the 
public  liad  crossed  liu^  Common  at  will  and  claimed  an  unobstructed  riglit  of 
way.  Accordingly  in  the  summer  of  1S7;3,  Maj.  Holman  several  times 
removed  the  fence  that  had  Ix-en  erected  by  the  parish,  and  opened  a  way 
across  the  old  John  Sweet  lot.  The  fence  was  replaced  by  the  parisii  aiul 
left  standing  for  some  time.  In  the  8i)ring  of  1M7C.  Maj.  Holman  again 
removed  the  fence,  crossing  the  Common  south  of  tlie  old  ,Iohn  Sweet  lot. 
The  parish  then  brought  suit  iigainst  ^Ir.  Holman  in  the  SMjieiior  Court,  in 
the  March  term  of  1H7G,  at  Taunton.  'I'lie  ilefen<lant  iiMinircd  the  paii-^ii  to 
specify  which  trespass  the  plaintiff  relied  upon  in  the  casi',  and  the  plaintitt 
selected  the  trespass  of  lK7.'i,  which  opencMl  a  way  across  the  old  ,Iohu  Sweet 
lot.  .Many  old  residents  of  Attleboro,  ami  .among  them  the  defendant  and 
his  brother,  Samuel  Holman,  totilied  to  a  eh'ar  recollection  of   the  old  ehuich 
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and  its  surroundings.  That  the  land  had  never  been  fenced  prior  to  the 
enclosing  of  the  same  by  the  parish  in  the  fall  of  1872,  and  had  always  been 
open  to  the  public.  The  court  in  summing  up  the  case  said  that  for  the  pur- 
poses of  that  trial  he  should  hold  that  the  title  to  the  land  in  question,  (which 
involved  the  old  John  Sweet  lot,)  was  in  the  parish,  but  that  the  use  of  it 
was  in  the  public.  That  the  parish  might  embellish  the  same  and  maintain 
their  fence,  but  that  at  any  time  when  the  fence  obstructed  public  usage, 
it  might  be  removed  by  the  public.  In  this  case  the  defendant  claimed  a 
private  right  of  way  and  justified  his  act  under  that  claim,  which  position 
the  court  held  was  not  tenable,  as  the  use  of  the  Common  was  in  the  public." 
The  court  in  this  case  awarded  the  plaintiff  the  sum  of  $25  damage. 

After  this  suit  the  matter  remained  quiescent  untill  the  fall  of  1878, 
"  when  a  platform  was  erected  on  the  south  end  of  the  Common  for  dancing." 
The  parish  committee  attempted  to  remove  this  platform,  but  they  were  pre- 
vented by  G.  M.  Horton.  The  parish  immediately  sued  Mr.  Horton  and  the 
case  remained  on  the  files  of  the  court  for  three  years,  when  it  was  "discon- 
tinued without  coming  to  a  trial." 

Soon  after  this  a  movement  was  set  on  foot  by  citizens  to  purchase  the 
right  of  the  parish  in  the  common.  "At  its  annual  meeting  in  March  1881, 
the  parish  voted  to  sell  this  right  for  $1,000,  under  proper  conditions  and 
to  proper  persons,"  and  the  purchase  was  finally  consummated.  At  the 
annual  meeting,  March  25,  1882,  the  old  committee  on  parish  lands  presented 
a  report  and  was  then  discharged,  a  new  committeee  being  appointed  in  its 
place.  The  regular  parish  committee  at  this  time  consisted  of  S.  W. 
Carpenter,  John  Thacher,  and  N.  D.  Briggs.  To  this  number  were  added 
J.  H.  Sturdy,  E.  S.  Horton,  C.  E.  Bliss,  E.  S.  Capron,  and  J.  B.  Savery,  and 
they  were  vested  with  the  necessary  power  "  to  sell  the  parish's  right  in  the 
Common  for  $1,000,  and  to  determine  the  conditions."  This  committee  held 
its  first  meeting  on  the  March  30  following  its  appointment  and  then  deter- 
mined upon  what  conditions  the  transfer  should  be  made.  Among  these  was 
one  providing  that  the  property  should  "  be  conveyed  to  fifteen  trustees  to  be 
held  in  trust  for  the  public,  and  that  the  premises  should  be  used  for  no  pur- 
poses injurious  to  church  property." 

The  citizens  who  had  interested  themselves  in  this  matter  had  meanwhile 
subscribed  the  required  sum,  and  early  in  April  they  met  and  chose  a  commit- 
tee to  confer  with  the  one  appointed  by  the  parish.  This  committee  consisted 
of  the  following  gentlemen  :  J.  M.  Bates,  C.  E.  Hayward,  B.  J.  Angell,  Henry 
Wexel,  and  G-.  M.  Horton.  On  the  evening  of  April  6,  the  two  committees 
met  in  the  town  clerk's  oflSce  and  worked  together  in  perfect  harmony. 
Jointly  they  appointed  the  following  named  gentlemen  as  a  board  of  trustees  : 
J.  M.  Bates,  J.  H.  Sturdy,  E.  S.  Horton,  John  Thacher,  L.  Z.  Carpenter, 
A.  A.  Bushee,  C.  E.  Bliss,  E.  S.  Capron,  H.  S.  Babcock,  B.  J.  Angell, 
C.  E.  Hayward,  Henry  Wexel,  J.  L.  Carpenter,  W.  H.  Goff,  and  S.  W. 
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Carpenter;  aiul  at  the  same  time  ■•  E.  S.  Ilorton  for  the  parish,  and  J.  H. 
Sturdy  for  the  donors,  Avere  instructed  to  each  have  separate  deeds  executed, 
to  be  submitted  for  choice,  approval  or  rejection  at  a  meeting  to  be  held 
in  one  week." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  subscription  paper  with    the  names  of  the 
subscribers  and  the  amounts  each  subscribeil  :  — 

Attleboroiigh,  Miucb  22,  1882. 

"We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  Attleboro,  who  desire  to  see  the  "Common"  so  called, 
placed  under  diflerent  control,  and  used  lor  the  liouelit  of  the  Public,  agree  to  pay  the  sums 
subscribed  by  us  for  the  purpose  of  paying  to  the  second  i)arish  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, ($1,000)  provided  that  the  parish  will  deed  all  the  right  and  title  that  they  have  in  said 
propei-ty,  and  that  deed  or  conveyance  shall  be  satisfactoi-y  to  a  coniniittee  chosen  by  the 
subscribers  or  citizens  of  this  place. 

Also  a  committee  to  be  chosen  by  the  parish,  as  they  deem  best,  said  subscrijUioii  to  be  null 
and  void  if  satisfactory  settlement  cannot  be  made  on  or  before  July,  1882. 

Said  parish  at  a  regular  meeting  voted  to  release  all  right  and  title  upon  the  payment  of  the 
above  named  sum. 

J.  31.  Bates,  Chas.  E.  Hayward,  B.  J.  Angell,  G.  M.  Ilorton,  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  Horton  each 
subscribed  §100;— E.  S.  Ilorton,  Chas.  E.  Bliss,  J.  H.  Sturdy,  A.  Bushee  k,  Co..  Wm.  Blackin- 
ton,  Watson  &  Newell,  Cummings  &  Wexel,  and  Pierce  &  Carpenter  the  sum  of  $50  each;  — 
"Cash"  f 25;  — S.  W.  Carpenter,  G.  N.  Crandall,  L.  Z.  Carpenter,  E.  S.  Capron,  Wm.  M. 
Fisher,  SIO  each;  E.  Sanford,  $5;  and  again  G.  M.  Morton  §20  in  addition,  which  completed 
the  necessary  amount. 

Following  is  the  deed  from  the  i)arish  to  the  trustees :  — 

Knoio  all  Men  by  these  Presents  : 

That  the  Second  Precinct  in  Attleborough,  a  corporation  duly  established  by  law  in  Attle- 
borough,  in  the  County  of  Bristol,  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  in  consideration  of 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  paid  by  Joseph  M.  Bates,  James  H.  Sturdy,  Everett  S. 
Horton,  John  Thacher,  Lucius  Z.  Carpenter.  Albert  A.  Bushee,  Chas.  E.  Bliss,  Everett  S. 
Capron,  Hartford  S.  Babcock,  Benjamin  J.  Angell,  Charles  E.  Ilayward,  Henry  Wexcl,  Jesse 
L.  Carpenter,  William  11.  Got!',  and  Shepard  W.  Carpenter,  all  of  said  Attleborough,  the 
receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  do  hereby  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell  and  convey  uuto 
the  said  Joseph  M.  Bates,  James  II.  Sturdy,  Everett  S.  Ilorton,  John  Thacher,  Lucius  Z.  Car- 
penter. Albert  A.  Bushee,  Chas.  E.  Bliss,  Everett  S.  Capron.  Hartford  S.  Babcock,  Benjamin 
J.  Angell,  Charles  E.  Ilayward,  Henry  Wexel,  Jesse  L.  Carpenter.  William  H.  Got!',  and 
Shepard  W.  Carpenter,  and  their  successors  and  assigns  to  their  own  use  and  behoof  fonjver, 
but  intrust  nevertheless,  for  the  use  an<l  benefit  of  the  inhal)itants  of  the  present  territorial 
limits  of  Attleborough  Fin!  District,  No  1,  of  said  Attleborough. 

The  premises  to  be  held  forever  for  public  purposes  as  a  Park  or  Common,  and  said  premises- 
or  any  part  thereof,  shall  not  be  sold  or  conveyed  to  any  person  or  i)ersons. 

In  case  the  above  conditions  an-  not  c(imi>li(!d  with,  then  the  within  granted  premi-es  shall 
revert  to  tin;  Second  Precinct  in  Attleborough. 

Provided,  however,  that  should  the  premises,  or  any  pari  of  tli<'  same,  at  any  time  Ite  taken 
by  any  act  of  the  legislatun;,  the  compcMisation  received  by  reason  of  the  same,  shall  and  may 
be  used  by  the  said  trustees,  or  their  successors,  in  the  imi)rovement  of  th<'  remaining  portion 
of  saiil  preniis(!s,  the  purchase  of  land  for,  or  improvement  of  another  park  within  the  present 
limits  of  the  said  "Attleboro  Fire  District  \o.  I,"oi-  towards  the  establishment  or  mainte- 
nance of  a  Public  FJbrary  for  the  use  of  tin'  iiilialiiiants  of  the  said  present  limits  of  Atlleboni 
P'ire  District,  No.  1. 

The  above  named  trustees  shall  bold  the  olHce  of  Irnstec^s  for  the  period  of  three  years  from 
th<;  date  of  this  (|er;d,  f)r  until  their  sui-cessors  are  appointed. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  said  three  years,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  maybe;  con\enient,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  voter*  of  said  district,  called  by  the  Secretary  of  the  above  named  boanl  tor 
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that  purpose,  a  board  of  fifteeu  trustees  sliall  be  elected  for  the  term  of  three  years,  and  there- 
after the  election  of  trustees  shall  occur  at  the  end  of  each  and  every  three  years,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  convenient  at  a  meeting  called  as  aforesaid  for  that  purpose. 

Any  vacancy  occui-ring  in  the  board  of  trustees  shall  be  filled  by  the  then  existing  board. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  Second  Precinct  in  Attleborough  has  caused  its  seal  to  be  hereto 
affixed,  and  these  presents  to  be  si^^ned,  acknowledged  and  delivered  in  its  name  and  behalf,  by 
John  Thacher,  its  treasurer,  this  sixteenth  day  of  June,  a.d.  1882 

In  presence  of 

[Signed]        Job  B.  Savery. 

Second  Precinct  in  Attlel)oro,  signed  by 

John  Thacher        [L.  S.] 
commonwealth  of  massachusetts. 

Bristol,  S.S.,  June  IG'ii  1882. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  John  Thacher,  and  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instru- 
ment to  be  the  free  act  and  deed  of  the  Second  Precinct  in  Attleborough. 
Before  me. 

[Signed]  Job  B.  Savery, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Bristol  County,  North  District,  Sept.  23, 1882. 
Then  received  and  recorded  this  deed  in  book  406  of  Land  Records,  pages  169  and  170. 
Attest.     [Signed]  j.  E.  Wilbur, 

Begistrar. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  Sturdy  Block  September  12,  1883,  aud  the  following 
ti-ustees  organized :  Joseph  M.  Bates,  Everett  S.  Horton,  Lucius  Z. 
Carpenter,  Charles  E.  Bliss,  Hartford  S.  Babcock,  Charles  E.  Hayward, 
Jesse  L.  Carpenter,  Shephard  W.  Carpenter,  James  H.  Sturdy,  John 
Thacher,  Albert  A.  Bushee,  Everett  S.  Caprou,  Benjamin  J.  Angell,  Henry 
Wexel,  and  William  H.  Goff,  with  J.  M.  Bates,  Pres.,  J.  H.  Sturdy,  Vice- 
Pres.,  and  E.  S.  Horton,  Sec.  and  Treas. 

It  was  some  time  before  any  practical  results  beyond  consummating  the 
purchase  could  be  attained.  Plans  as  to  the  best  methods  of  embellishing 
the  common  had  to  be  discussed  and  decided  upon,  and  then  the  all-important 
funds  needed  had  to  be  solicited.  Under  the  earnest  and  diligent  efforts  of 
the  trustees,  none  of  whom  were  more  diligent  than  Major  Horton,  these 
things  were  finally  accomplished.  The  ground  was  curbed  and  properly 
graded,  aud  paths  laid  out  in  various  directions,  the  expenditure  for  this 
work  being  about  $1,500.  For  doing  this  work  seven  persons  subscribed 
$100,  four  $50,  eleven  $25,  and  sixteen  $10  each,  the  total  amounting  to  a 
little  less  than  the  sum  required.  The  remaining  balance  owed  by  the  trus- 
tees has  been  or  will  very  soon  be  paid. 

Meanwhile  the  people  of  the  community  had  been  requested  to  donate  trees 
to  be  set  out  on  the  common  when  it  should  be  properly  prepared,  aud  to  this 
call  there  was  a  very  generous  and  general  response,  as  may  be  seen  by  the 
following  list  of  donors  :  Geo.  Mackie,  G.  T.  Holmes,  Seneca  Cole,  C.  M. 
Gustin,  C.  B.  Des  Jardius,  Ed.  Miller,  D.  C.  Club  and  friends,  L.  Z.  Car- 
penter, Ray  Hoi'tou,  H.  S.  Babcock,  TV.  O.  Sweet,  P.  M.  Carpenter,  John 
Mahony,  P.  E.  Brady,   Mrs.  W.  M.  Fisher,  J.  J.  Thayer,  Robert   Burns, 
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G.  A.  Adams,  T.  VT.  "Williams,  Mabel  Hortou,  Mamie  Hortoii,  John  Thacher, 
E.  D.  Kobbins,  E.  Clatlin,  Isaac  Bramau,  C.  E.  Panuentor,  Peter  Nerney, 
George  Kaiulall,  Alice  Holdeu,  Dr.  C.  S.  Hoklen,  J.  ().  Mowry,  O.  W. 
Hawkins,  Elijah  Capron,  S.  N.  Carpenter.  E.  E.  Engley,  Nella  A.  lilackiu- 
tou,  G.  L.  Titus,  Mrs.  Chatterton's  school.  J.  J.  Horton,  L.  W.  Barnes, 
S.  M.  Holman,  ¥..  H.  Sweet,  C.  L.  Watson,  S.  W.  Carpenter,  E.  I.  Bal)cock, 
J.  T.  Bates,  B.  A.  Ciimmings,  S.  H.  Sprague,  J.  C.  Cummings,  J.  L.  Car- 
penter, Walter  A.  Capron,  L.  B.  Capron,  Ralph  B.  Capron,  F.  A.  Newell, 

E.  A.  Morse,  L.  T.  Starkey,  High  Scho(^l  classes  of  '88  and  '89,  Grammar 
School  classes  of  '88  and  '89,  Sub  Gramnmr  School  girls.  Sub  Grammar 
School  boys,  and  Ladies'  Relief  Corps. 

Each  ti'ee  was  numbered  and  the  name  of  the  donor  of  the  same  attached, 
and  these  have  been  planted  to  the  number  of  ninety-three.  May  each  one 
of  these  saplings  grow  and  flourish  mightily  until  it  shall  become  a  great  tree, 
and  the  whole  place  be  "  a  thing  of  beauty,  and  a  joy  forever" ! 

This  whole  work  was  done  under  the  management  of  the  trustees  chosen  in 
1883.  The  only  changes  made  in  the  board  up  to  1887  were  caused  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Haj'ward  and  of  Mr.  Augell,  in  whose  places  J.  L.  Sweet  and 

F.  A.  Newell  were  elected. 

We  have  given  the  history  of  tlie  Attleborougli  Couimou  thus  ;it  length. 
because  the  spot  is  an  historic  one.  Many  memories  of  early  days  cluster 
about  it,  and  its  story  furnishes  many  glimpses  full  of  interest  far  back  into 
the  past.  It  is  also  a  great  pleasure  to  record  such  actions  as  those  of  the 
liberal-minded  and  public-spirited  citizens  who  enlisted  so  heartily  in  this 
laudable  enterprise.  They  had  constant  need  to  remember  the  fact  that  their 
really  beneficial  ends  were  positively  possible  of  attainment  only  at  the  cost 
of  unremitting  effort,  for  many  discouragements  met  them  on  the  way,  and 
many  and  great  obstacles  lay  in  their  path  ;  but  with  great  determination 
they  resolutely  pushed  the  work  steadily  forward  to  its  creditalile  coniplotion. 
For  this  they  richly  deserve  hearty  congratulations  and  high  encomiums  of 
praise  from  tlie  community  and  town,  and  indeed  from  many  a  passer-by  who 
must  have  wondered  why  the  enterprising  village  of  East  Attleborougli  left 
this  central  spot  to  be  so  long  a  l)lot  upon  its  othei'wise  pleasing  appearance. 

If  every  controversy  could  with  certainly  be  l)rought  to  its  close  in  so 
amicable  and  highly  promising  a  maniiti-  :is  this  one,  the  world  might  well 
adopt  the  theory  that  "  the  end  justifies  the  me:ins."  It  might  even  indeed 
be  wise  to  start  a  small  quarrel  now  and  again,  that  out  of  the  great  evil 
thereof  a  greater  good  might  come. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 


CEMETERIES. 


THE  oldest  graveyai'd  in  town,  where  the  first  settlers  are  buried,  is  the 
"Old  North  Burying  Ground,"  or  "Hatch's  burying  ground,"  as  it 
is  sometimes  called,  situated  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  "  Onlde  Bay  Road," 
later  the  Boston  and  Providence  turnpike,  opposite  the  Hatch  tavern,  for- 
merly the  site  of  Woodcock's  Ordinary.  The  situation  was  the  result  of 
accident.  During  Philip's  war,  Nathaniel  Woodcock  was  slain  here  by  the 
Indians  and  buried  on  the  spot  where  he  fell,  which  spot  is  still  pointed  out 
in  the  centre  of  the  yard.  This  parcel  of  land,  "  at  least  six  rods  square, 
or  the  contents  thereof,"  was  set  aside  by  John  Woodcock,  the  father  of 
Nathaniel,  especially  for  his  own  family  and  his  neighbors  (for  it  will  be 
remembered  it  was  in  this  vicinity  that  the  first  village  settlement  in  town 
was  made),  and  they  were  to  have  the  use  of  it  for  burial  purposes  forever, 
as  occasion  should  require.  This  was  the  only  gravej^ard  in  the  vicinity  for 
several  years,  "and  the  little  settlement  made  use  in  common  of  neighbor 
Woodcock's  ground."  No  stones  or  mounds  were  raised  over  the  earliest 
graves,  probably  to  keep  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
Indians.  As  the  settlement  increased  and  the  enemy  therefore  became  less 
dangerous,  the  place  assumed  the  appearance  of  a  cemetery. 

Some  curious  inscriptions  were  placed  upon  the  stones  here.  The  most 
famous  one  is  doubtless  that  over  Caesar  the  slave.  He  was  given  by  his 
mother  while  he  was  au  infant  to  Lieutenant  Josiah  Maxcy.  When  the  latter 
died,  Cffisar  came  into  the  hands  of  Levi  Maxcy.  Being  a  waiter  iu  the 
public  house  so  long  kept  on  the  site  of  the  "  Old  Garrison,"  and  which  in 
those  days  was  the  resort  of  many  travelers  on  that  route,  he  was  "known 
to  all  the  region  round,"  and  after  his  death  many  of  these  travelers  "  used 
to  stop  over  to  visit  the  ground  and  read  the  strange  inscription  over  his 
grave."  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  at  North  Attleborough. 
Tradition  has  preserved  numerous  anecdotes  of  him.  He  was  simple-hearted, 
but  proved  through  a  long  life  a  remarkably  honest  and  faithful  servant  in 
the  family  where  he  lived.  He  survived  his  first  master,  and  after  his  own 
death,  January  15,  1780,  was  buried  in  the  same  yard.  A  decent  stone  was 
raised  over  his  grave  by  his  younger  master,  Levi  Maxcy,  in  whose  care  he 
was  left  (as  has  been  said),  with  the  following  inscription,  which  in  its 
graphic  lines  will  long  preserve  the  memory  of  "Caesar,  the  faithful  Ethi- 
opian "  :  — 
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Here  lies  the  best  of  slaves, 
Now  tuniiiitj;  into  dust; 
Ca»sar,  the  Ethiopian,  craves 
A  place  anion-;  the  just. 

His  faithful  soul  has  fled 
To  realms  of  heavenly  lij,'ht. 
And  l)y  the  blood  that  Jesus  shed 
Is  changed  from  Black  to  White. 
January  15,  he  (luitted  the  stage. 
In  the  TTth  year  of  his  age, 
1780. 

Caesar's  stone  has  beeu  broken  in  pieces  and  taken  away.  Tlie  stones  in 
this  \'ard  were  dark,  of  what  we  call  black  slate.  The  only  white  one 
erected  there  was  to  the  memory  of  the  wife  of  Caesar's  owner. 

Upon  the  stone  of  Josiah  Draper,  who  died  in  1795,  was  the  following 

epitaph  :  — 

Jesus  his  Sacrifice  and  Death, 

Shall  1)6  my  Finery  and  Wedding  Dress. 

The  following  is   the   epitaph  of   Iluiinali   Waleott,  consort  of  Pentecost 

Walcott :  — 

Most  suddenly  I've  lost  my  breath. 
My  eyes  are  closed  in  silent  death, 
3Iy  husband  dear  pray  now  prepare 
With  me  this  dreadful  fare  to  share. 

One  Josiah  Love,  who  died  November  1,  1791,  in  his  twenty-second  year, 
had  above  him  this  inscription  :  — 

My  breath  has  gone  at  middle  Age, 
And  Death  has  swept  me  otl"  the  stage. 

There  have  been  very  few,  if  any,  interments  liere  since  1810,  and  the 
larger  part  of  the  stones  bear  date  from  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  The  Woodcocks,  Maxcys,  and  lilackintons  of  the  Baptist  faith, 
lie  buried  in  this  spot.  Deacon  John  Daggett,  who  was  the  progenitor  of 
that  family  in  town,  was  buried  here,  and  the  following  was  upon  his  stone  :  — 

Here  lies  interred  tiic  body  of  Deacon  Joim  Daggett, 
Dec'd,  Sept.  7"'   17U4,  in  the  (i;kl  year  of  his  age. 

Upon  the  stone  of  one  Thomas  Daggett,  who  d'u'd  in  177H,  in  (lie  eighty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age,  are  these  woids  :  — 

Here   lie>   the   iiimm 

Washed  in  the  SaviourV  iilood, 

On<e  a  sinner. 

Now  a  .saint  svilli  (iod's  Chrisl. 

The  stones  of  some  of  the  .M:i\cys  hcnr  d.'ilf  of    i7.')7  .mikI  1  7')8,  and  Mou- 

tenatit  Josiali  Maxcy  "  <lie<l  in    177l'.  in  the  tilth  yc;ii'  of   his  age,  after  Imry- 

ing  his  wife  and  cii^hl   cliildrcn."     'I'he   Idllowino    lines  were   inscriltcd  upon 
his  tomltstone  :  — 
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Behokl  and  see  as  you  pass  by, 

Mary  my  wife,  and  family 

Lie  here  interred  iu  the  cold  ground 

Waiting  the  great  Archangel's  sound, 

At  whose  dread  trump  the  earth  shall  quake 

And  all  the  sleeping  dust  awake. 

These  bodies  then  shall  surely  rise 

To  the  fair  mansions  in  the  skies. 

UpoD  that  of  an  infant  son,  the  following  :  — 

.Jonathan  the  fourth  born  son 
Of  our  posterity, 
God  numbers  first  unto  the  dust, 
Who  in  his  Grace  doth  lie. 

To  the  fifth  son,  also  named  Jonathan,  these  lines  were  inscribed  :  — 

Five  pleasant  children  in  the  Grave 

At  present  to  remain, 

A  Sovereign  God  it  thus  would  have 

Behold,  blessed  be  his  name. 

Behold,  thyself  come  see; 

And  such  once  even  we  as  thou. 

And  surely  thou  shalt  be 

Even  dust  as  we  are  now. 

The  following  inscription  belongs  to  the  sixth  sou  in  this  same  family  :  — 

A  pleasant  child  of  earthly  clod. 
Poor  heart,  to  Death  he  did  submit. 
O,  may  his  parents  hear  [bear?]  the  Rod 
And  him  that  bath  appointed  it. 

One  more  epitaph  was  found  belonging  to  this  numerous  family,  reading 
as  follows  :  — 

In  memory  of  Josiah,  son  of  Mr.  .Josiab  and  Mary  Maxcy,  who  died  Sep.  23d.  1766,  in  ye 
28th  years  of  his  Age.  Being  ye  first  born  child  and  ye  eight  here  buried. 

Many  now  probably  all  of  the  above  inscriptions  are  wholly  obliterated,  for 
some  years  since  the  following  were  the  only  names  that  could  be  found 
designating  the  resting-places  of  these  worthy  dead:  "  Ebenezer  Swan; 
Joseph  Guild,  'That  pious  and  excellent  man';  Deacon  Josiah  Everett; 
Richard  Everett ;  Jeremiah  Clark ;  Henry  Maxcy ;  Josiah  Love ;  Nathan 
Richards,  his  wife  Mehitable,  and  their  daughter  Grace  aged  24  years-; 
William  Everett ;  Martha  Smith  ;  Deacon  Joshua  Everett ;  Mayhew  Daggett, 
a  representative  in  the  general  assembly  ;  James  Manning  Daggett ;  David 
Whiting,  and  Sylvia  his  daughter ;  Lionel  Daggett,  and  his  wife  Esther." 

More  than  fifty  years  ago  the  author  wrote  thus  :  "  This  cemetery  is  now 
in  a  state  of  dilapidation,  most  of  the  stones  have  fallen  down,  and  the 
whole  is  rapidly  going  to  decay.  It  is  the  duty  of  that  neighborhood  or  the 
town,  (a  duty  which  gratitude  demands)  to  see  the  ground  decently  enclosed 
and  the  stones  erected,  that  the  few^  memorials  which  now  exist  of  our  early 
ancestry  may  be  presen'ed." 
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The  work  of  decay  h:\s  been  going  on  ceaselessly  during  all  the  years  since 
those  words  were  penned,  and  at  the  present  time  the  little  burial  place  is  in 
a  pitiable  condition.  Something  must  be  done  and  that  speedily,  or  every 
trace  of  this  interesting  and  valuable  landmark  of  antiquity  will  be  lost 
irrecoverably,  and  nothing  be  left  but  a  dim,  traditional  remembrance  of  its 
existence. 

In  1873  an  attempt  was  made  to  inaugurate  the  work  of  restoration.  A 
meeting  of  citizens  was  called  at  the  old  Universalist  Church  and  a  com- 
mittee of  five  chosen  to  take  this  matter  in  charge.  Mr.  E.  Ira  Richards, 
Jr.,  and  Hon.  John  Daggett  wert-  appointed  by  this  committee  to  solicit 
funds.  It  was  thought  that  a  thousand  dollars  would  be  required  to  properly 
secure  the  desired  and  proper  result.  Mr.  Richards  collected  or  made 
subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  over  four  hundred  dollars,  —  what  Mr. 
Dasgett  did  is  not  known  to  the  Editor,  — but  the  "■  committee  of  five"  took 
no  further  action  and  the  matter  was  allowed  to  fall  through. 

The  spot  should  at  least  be  enclosed  to  prevent  wanton  destruction  and 
the  depredations  of  cattle  which  wander  there  now  at  will  to  graze  and 
trample  upon  and  break  the  few  remaining  stones,  and  as  many  of  these  as 
possible  should  be  restored  and  set  up.  Better  still  perhaps,  as  someone 
has  suggested,  a  monument  might  be  erected  with  the  names  of  the  dead,  so 
far  as  these  could  be  ascertained,  plainly  inscrilied  upon  it.  It  would  doubt- 
less be  necessary  only  to  present  this  matter  properly  to  the  wealthy  gentle- 
men of  the  town,  to  secure  their  interest  and  attention,  and  ensure  the 
accomplishment  of  the  laudable  purpose  in  this  or  some  other  manner;  and 
Mr.  Richards  has  recently  said  he  stands  ready  as  one  to  do  his  share 
'•  toward  preserving  an  object  whose  antiquity  in  itself,  almost  any  other 
town  would  be  proud  to  possess  and  prouder  still  to  keep."  Or,  indeed, 
the  matter  might  with  great  propriety  be  brought  l»efore  the  town,  asking 
for  an  appropriation  of  tlie  necessary  amount  (a  very  tritling  sum  when 
so  distributed),  and  we  feel  confident  that  no  loyal  citizen  would  raise  a 
dissenting  voice  against  favoraV)le  action  upon  such  an  article  in  a  town 
warrant.' 

The  next  Viurying  gntund  laid  out  in  town  was  that  at  Soiitli  Attleborough, 
in  common  parlance  called  **tiu'  city."  It  originally  consisted  of  about  two 
acres  givi-n   to  the   town   for  the   purposi'  July  l'1.  171."t,  by  the   Nortli  Pur- 


'  This  matt<;r  li;i»  at  ItiiK'th  Ijccii  Uikcii  In  Ii.tiuI  b\  ttic  clll/eiis  of  Nortli  Attlcl>oroui;l),  ami  at  a 
certain  town  mcethiK  It  was  votcM  that  that  town  should  approprtatv  #I,i>00  towani  the  prewrvatlon 
of  thli>  fcrounil  provl<le<l  a  like  »um  shouM  he  suhscrihe'l  by  prhatc  Imllvl.luals.  That  amount  has 
l»een  raliiC'l  ami  two  coinnilttecs,  one  for  the  town  nml  oni'  for  tin-  rlllzcns,  have  boon  appointe<l  to 
act  conjointly  In  <-arrylnt{  out  the  proposeil  plan.  The  little  hiirlal  pl<»l  will  hi-  feureil  iiml  hnproveil 
umlcr  the  'llrectlon  of  a  lanil!*r!ipe  >rar<h'ii»'i-.  anil  the  money  remaining  afti-r  that  Is  completeil  will  be 
u.«c«l  for  a  monument  to  mark  thl.i  !«pot  where  he  our  earliest  ih-aM.  It  U  in  the  hlKhest  ilepree  meet 
ami  proper  tooh-crve  this  bicentennial  year  by  presorvlntt  from  further  ilej>ecratlon  one  of  the  most 
IntereBtlntr  of  all  the  historical  spoti*  within  the  original  limits  of  the  ohl  town,  ami  It  Is  always  well 
for  the  living  to  thus  honor  their  brave  ami  pious  'lea<l. 
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chase.'  It  has  liad  additions  and  is  the  regular  phice  of  intoriuent  for  the 
people  of  South  and  "West  Attleborough.  Tlie  inhabitants  of  the  Kead  and 
Ide  neighborhood  also  come  here  to  bury  their  dead.  Its  situation  is  a  pleas- 
ant one,  on  a  little  rise  of  ground,  at  the  junction  of  the  road  from  this 
"  neighborhood"  Avith  that  from  the  East  village  to  South  Attleborough,  near 
the  old  "city  mill."  It  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  cemeteries  in 
town,  for  here  lie  buried  many  of  the  leaders  in  our  public  affairs  a  century 
ago  —  men  whose  names  should  ever  be  honored — and,  side  by  side  with 
them,  many  "•mothers  in  Israel"  whose  memories  are  reverenced  by  all  who 
knew  them.  Here  are  found  such  well-known  names  as  May,  Tyler,  Newell, 
Ide,  Robinson,  Read,  Barrows,  Guild,  Titus,  Draper,  Whiting,  Carpenter, 
Tingley,  Day,  Peck,  Capron,  Woodcock,  Fuller,  Hunt,  Maxcy,  etc. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  wander  about  this  little  city  of  the  dead,  for  one  is  not 
saddened  by  signs  of  destruction  or  neglect.  Time,  it  is  true,  has  worked 
his  will  on  the  ancient  monuments,  but  gently  and  tenderly  as  is  his  wont, 
for  his  touch  is  never  harsh  or  rough.  The  more  modern  portions  of  the 
ground  are  as  usual  laid  out  in  lots  with  graveled  pathways  between,  and 
some  of  these  are  enclosed  by  fences  or  close  arbor  vitie  hedges,  and  there 
are  numerous  handsome  and  substantial  monuments.  The  central  and  most 
elevated  part  is  the  most  ancient,  and  iiere,  covering  a  considerable  tract  of 
land,  stand  row  upon  row  of  black  slate  stones  with  now  and  again  upon  the 
outskirts  a  gleam  of  white  marble.  Almost  all  traces  of  paths  are  obliterated 
—  perhaps  but  few  were  ever  made  —  and  people  of  different  families  with 
seemingly  no  connection  lie  closely  side  by  side.  These  stones  are  all  in  a 
remarkable  state  of  preservation,  only  two  among  the  many  having  appar- 
ently been  broken,  and  one  of  these  has  been  carefully  mended  ;  but  while 
they  are  all  upright  and  promise  to  stand  firm  for  many  years  to  come  a  large 
proportion  are  so  moss-grown  as  to  render  it  a  matter  of  exceeding  difficulty 
to  trace  the  inscriptions.  On  some  a  few  words  will  be  quite  legible,  or  a 
name  or  two,  a  date  or  a  line  of  poetry  can  be  read  ;  sometimes  nothing  can  be 
traced  correctly,  while  again  the  whole  inscription  is  quite  plain.  Some  of 
the  stones  are  curiously  ornamented  —  angel  faces  meet  the  eye  and  the 
familiar  funeral  urns  ;  now  and  again  a  grinning  skull  is  seen,  sometimes 
with  the  cross-bones  underneath,  and  one  was  noticed  Avith  a  tracery  of 
leaves  all  around,  and  two  hands  with  the  finger  tips  just  meeting  finished  this 
at  the  top.  Underneath  lies  the  "  Bodey  "  of  one  "  Mr.  Christopher  Bowen," 
a  young  man  who  died  in  1749. 

A  few  inscriptions  were  copied  to  be  placed  here.  The  quaintest  as  well 
as  the  oldest  stone  found  is  about  two  feet  high,  its  top  rounded,  with  the 
following  inscription  in  five  close  lines  crowded  into  the  circular  space,  leav- 
ing the  rest  of  the  stone  bare  :   "  Here  lies  the  Body  of  Martha  the  wife  of 


1  See  N.  p.  Books,  vol,  ii,  p.  28. 
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John  Fieneli  Aged  43,  Died  Augusl  the  17  in  the  yoar  1717."  Two  stones, 
side  bv  side,  erected  to  the  memory  of  a  father  and  daughter,  the  former 
quaintly  ornamented,  are  noticeable  for  the  orthography  and  peculiar  arrange- 
ment of  the  inscriptions  :  — 

Here  lietli  \« 
Here  licth  the  body  Body  of  Amy 

Of  Insine  Joreiuiali  y^  Duiij^htcr  of 

Wliipple,  who  departed,  liisine  Jeremiah 

This  life  may  y«  14"'  Wliipple  who 

1721  iu  ye  38  year  Died  April  ye  27 

of  lii.s  a,i;e.  1721  iu  ye  3*^ 

year  of  Her  Age. 

The  date  1726  was  found  several  times.  A  Mr.  Samuel  Bishop  died  iu 
that  year,  Hannah  Stephens,  "  y*  wife  of  John  Stephens,  Dec'd  January  y* 
14"*,"  and  Samuel  French,  a  boy  in  his  twelfth  year.  Priscilla  Robbius, 
"  aged  18  years  and  10  months,"  died  iu  1729.  Mr.  Jacob  Newell  died 
"  Feb^,  15th:  1779  iu  y*  75"'  Year  of  his  age."  The  rest  of  his  epitaph  is 
illegible,  but  that  of  Sarah,  his  widow,  who  died  in  October  of  the  same 
year  in  her  seventy-second  year,  is  as  follows  :  — 

Let  worms  devour  uiy  tU-ih, 
Aud  crumble  it  to  dust. 
My  God  shall  raise  uiy  frauie. 
To  live  amoug  the  just. 

Another  reads  :  — 

Iu  Meuiory  of  ]•>' 

Noah  Fuller  who 

Died  Auguft  y^  10"' 

178G  in  yi-  74"' 

Year  of  his  age. 

The  poetr}'  here  is  illegible,  but  that  inscribed  to  Lieutenant  Aaron  Bar- 
rows, who  died  Deceni})er  21,  1<S01,  in  his  lifty-eightli  year,  is  perfect  in  its 
preservation  and  certainly  after  its  style  is  comijh'te  :  — 

jNly  tiuic  has  couie  uexl   uiiiy  In-  thine, 
Prepare  for  it  whilst  thou  hast  lime. 
And  that  tiiou  may's!   ]>r(!pared  be, 
l,i\e   unto   Ilini   wlio  diccl    lor  thee. 

One  inscription  can  l)c  seen  where  llie  suiiiauie,  Kohiiison,  is  divided, 
though  there  seems  to  be  sufficient  space  on  the  line  for  the  full  nanu',  lujt 
here  as  in  otiier  instances  the;  intention  is  apparent  to  make  the  lines  even  in 
leugth,  like  the  pages  (;f  a  hof)k.  Perhai)s  the  most  curious  epitaph  in  this 
j'ard  is  that  on  the  tombstone  of  "Mhe  I'leiichiMan,"  so  long  a  resident  of  the 
neigliltoring  village  and  tiie  donor  of  the  school  legacy  in  that  district.  This 
epitaph  lie  composed  iiimself,  and  eiilire  it  reads  as  follows:  — 

■loM'ph    Auloini'   i:ii-li:nid. 

a  native  of  (iinaservis, 

born  .Jan.  24.  174H, 

died   l>e<-.  2:!.   isj.'i. 
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To  an  invisible  eternal 

God.    To  him  alone  I  trust 

my  poor  soul.  And  when  nature 

revives  again, 

My  soul  return  in  a 

different  form 

Full  of  blessing. 

A  number  of  persons  buried  here  lived  to  a  very  advanced  age.  Lieuten- 
ant Moses  Tyler  died  October  9,  1804,  in  his  eighty-third  year.  His  wife 
Patience  died  in  1756,  so  it  would  seem  that  in  a  remarkable  degree  he  was 
faithful  to  her  memory  by  living  a  widower  for  nearly  fifty  years.  Beneath 
one  of  the  numerous  large  evergreens  growing  here  and  nearly  covered  by  its 
low-bending  branches  are  four  small  stones  in  a  row  with  such  a  record  as 
combined  has  rarely,  perhaps  never,  been  seen  elsewhere,  for  each  of  the 
persons  to  whom  they  were  erected  passed  the  fourscore  mark  in  years. 
Edward  Pitcher  died  December  26,  1797,  in  his  eighty-second  year;  Mrs. 
Keziah  Pitcher  died  June  17,  1808,  aged  eighty-two  years;  Mr.  Samuel 
Newell  died  March  31,  1830,  in  his  eighty-third  year  ;  and  Mrs.  Mary  Read, 
relict  of  Amos  Read,  died  in  1834,  aged  eighty-two.  One  Benj.  Allen  died 
in  1808  in  his  eighty-seventh  year,  and  his  inscription  makes  him  suggest 
to  passers  by  his  grave  :  "Tho'  with  age  and  pain  I  die,  Yet  I  hope  to  live 
on  high."  The  three  most  aged  persons,  so  far  as  discovered,  placed  here 
for  their  final  sleep,  are  the  widow  Damiris  Tree,  who  died  November  18, 
1780,  "  in  y*  92d  Year  of  her  age,"  Jeremiah  Pierce,  who  died  during  his 
ninety-fourth  year,  and  Captain  Samuel  Robinson,  who  died  November  2, 
1826,  in  his  ninety-eighth  year. 

Rather  hopeful  and  cheering  are  the  lines  inscribed  to  one  Loammi  Day 
and  Mary,  his  wife  :  — 

Calm  is  the  spot  that  hides  the  good  and  just, 
And  sweet  their  slumbers  on  the  bed  of  dust, 
Her  bright  example  wipes  our  tears  away. 
And  points  the  passage  to  the  realms  of  day. 

One  more  epitaph  is  given  because  the  expression  of  sentiment  it  shows  is 
all  too  rare  in  this  world  of  forgetfulness  and  is  worthy  of  preservation  in 
annals  far  more  widespread  than  these  can  ever  hope  to  be  :  — 

In  Memory 

of 

Martin  Robinson, 

Born  in  Attleborough, 

March  20,  1792. 

Died  in  Providence, 

Feb.  13,  1852. 

This  monument  is  erected  by  his 

Providence  friends, 

■  As  a  token  of  their  high  regard  for  his  many  virtues, 

his  great  integrity  of  character, 

and  purity  of  life. 
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On  the  highest  spot,  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  cemetery,  in  the  very  midst 
of  the  beloved  people  for  whom  he  so  long  labored,  as  if  still  leading  and 
ministering  unto  them,  lies  the  Rev.  Habijah  Weld,  his  wife  by  his  side, 
surrounded  by  various  members  of  his  numerous  family  ;  and  a  few  rods 
away  his  successor,  Rev.  John  Wilder,  his  first  wife,  Esther,  "the  excellent 
consort,"  three  daughters,  P^sther,  Retse}'  Brown,  and  Julia  Green  Wilder, 
and  an  infant  son,  who  lived  but  twenty  days  and  was  named  Habijah  Weld, 
are  buried. 

One  lingers  here  willingh'  and  still  lingers,  more  and  more  loth  to  leave  the 
sacred  spot  where  the  quiet  belonging  to  a  city  of  the  dead  still  reigns.  Tu 
the  restful  atmosphere  and  peaceful  silence  of  such  an  enclosure  visions  of 
the  past  best  love  to  gather,  and  here  is  one  ancient  burial  place  where 
memories  of  the  early  days  may  be  recalled  undisturbed  as  yet  by  the  dis- 
tracting noises  and  tumults  of  our  busy  life  to-day,  though  not  very  far  away 
on  the  one  side  there  throbs  a  great  modern  engine,  and  on  the  other  now  and 
again  through  the  trees  may  be  caught  glimpses  of  a  lightning-driven  car 
speeding  swiftly  on  its  way. 

There  were  in  the  course  of  time  several  small  burial  lots  set  apart  for  the 
accommodation  of  families  or  the  inhabitants  of  sections  in  various  parts  of 
the  town.  Among  these  was  a  small  tract  on  Washington  Street  in  North 
Attleborough  at  the  terminus  of  the  Branch  Railroad.  The  interments  made 
in  it  never  reached  a  large  number,  and  recently  all  the  bodies  have  been  re- 
moved to  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  but  no  disposition  of  the  land  has  been  made. 

The  Mann  burying  ground  is  a  small  fauiily  yard  on  the  land  of  Mr. 
Gamaliel  B.  Draper  on  the  "  Old  Post  Road"  running  tlirougii  the  western 
part  of  the  town.  Its  occupants  are  all  members  of  tiie  family  of  Dr. 
Bezaleel  Mann  and  their  descendants.  The  epitaphs  of  Dr.  Maim,  of  his 
wife,  and  of  his  son.  Dr.  Herbert  Mann,  who  was  lost  in  the  awful  catastro- 
phe to  the  l)rig  General  Arnold  in  Plymouth  Harbor,  have  already  l)een  given 
in  a  previous  chapter. 

The  inscriptions  on  some  of  the  other  stones  erected  to  the  deail  hoie  are 

given  :  — 

This  Stoiii' 
is  criM'tcd  to  the  iiirinory 

of 

Mr>.   .M:iry   Orapcj'. 

wife  of  Mr.  .losiaii  Driipcr,  &  cMest 

niiii^'liHT  of  l>r.  1$.  .V:   H.  Miiiin.     Slio 

.lie.)  May  -Jil,  IWH,  in  tlir  r.Uli   Year  of 

lior  [i)iv. 

Slic  coiiiliKti'd  Imt  lioiiM'liold  and  litr 

affairs  with  discrctioti.     sjic  icnipcnd 

htT  authority  willi  a  liai>|i\    inixtiirf  of 

Icndfr  all'ri'tion. 

She  met   Dtiitli  with  tlic  n'si^^natioii 

and  hope*  uf  a  Christian. 
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There  is  no  stone  erected  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Josiah  Draper.  On  that 
of  a  son  is  the  following  :  — 

In  memory  of  Benjiimiu 
sou  of  Mr.  Josiah  Draper, 

&  Mrs.  Mary,  his  wife, 
who  died  Oct.  12th,  1802, 
in  ye  18th  year  of  his  af?e. 
In  bloom  of  youth  I  was  cut  down, 
Just  as  the  grass  &,  flowers  were  mown, 
From  death's  arrest  no  age  is  free, 
Prepare  to  die  and  follow  me. 

Sacred 
To  the  memory  of 
Bebe  Mann  Capron, 

only  daughter  of 

Doctor  Seth  Capron, 

&  Eunice,  his  wife. 

She  died  grievously 

lamented  on  the  25th, 

day  of  Dec,  a.d.  1796. 

Aged  21  months  &  IT  days. 

Here  lies  Eliza  Mann, 
daughter  of  Jno.  Milton 
Mann,  &  of  his  wife  E 

lizabeth  Mann,  who 
died  Decem'r  2Tth,  1790, 
aged  1  Year,  9  Months  &  8  Days. 
This  sweet  unfolding  beauteous  flow'r, 
Th'  all  bounteous  God  in  love  had  given, 
But  soon,  too  soon  't  was  crop'd  from  earth 
To  bloom  in  heaven. 
Transplanted  hence. 

The  only  other  cemetery  in  what  is  properly  West  Attleborough  is  the 
Paine  burying  ground.  This  is  in  the  Holmes  neighborhood,  and  the  land 
was  given  for  the  purpose  about  forty  years  ago  by  a  resident  of  that  vicinity, 
named  Paine.  Members  of  the  Sweetland  and  Holmes  families  constitute 
the  majority  of  the  persons  buried  there. 

There  is  a  cemetery  connected  with  the  little  church  at  Briggsville,  and 
though  l)oth  it  and  the  meetinghouse  are  over  the  Rehoboth  line  many  of  its 
silent  inhabitants  were  once  residents  of  this  town.  Doubtless  numbers  of 
the  stones  here  bear  quite  ancient  dates. 

Upon  a  small  island  in  the  mill  pond  at  Dodgeville,  connected  with  the  land 
by  a  roadway  lined  with  trees,  is  the  burial  place  of  the  family  from  whom 
the  village  derives  its  name,  who  owned  and  carried  on  the  manufactory  there 
many  years  ago.  Only  persons  of  the  name  of  Dodge  or  members  of  the 
family  are  buried  in  this  ground.  It  is  a  pretty  spot  planted  with  trees  and 
surrounded  by  gently  lapping  water.  The  sleep  of  its  inmates  must  be 
peaceful  with  the  soft  green  grass  of  the   summer  time  above  them  or  the 
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pure  white  uiantle  of  winter  snow;  they  heed  not  the  hum  iind  clatter  of  the 
busy  mills  hard  by,  but  rest  cahnly  with  niurniuring  waters  all  around  them 
and  beautiful  trees  whispering  soothingly  over  their  heads. 

Between  Woodlawu  Cemetery  and  the  Branch  Railroad  there  is  a  little 
knoll  shaded  by  old  trees,  and  overgrown  with  wild,  tangled  shrubs  and 
vines,  and  containing  a  small  cluster  of  gravestones.  This  has  for  genera- 
tions been  known  as  the  "old  Peck  burying-ground."  It  is  no  doubt  a  part 
of  the  farm  of  Hezekiah  Peck  who  settled  here  "soon  after  1700,"  and 
whose  house  stood  near  where  the  present  ''old  Peck  house  "  now  stands, 
where  the  railroad  crosses  North  Main  Street.  Hy  the  books  of  the  Pro- 
priety it  may  be  seen  that  as  early  as  1709  he  and  his  family  began  to  have 
large  tracts  of  land  laid  out  to  them  along  the  Bungay  "  Cedar  Swamps,"  — 
which  extended  from  North  Main  Street  at  Blackintonville  for  quite  a 
distance  up  the  river,  —  also  on  "  Bungay  plain,"  and  at  the  southwest  end 
of  the  "great  Bungay  meadows";  and  this  latter  "lay  out"  very  prol)ably 
includes  this  burial  spot.  It  is  a  part  of  what  is  known  in  the  Capron  family 
as  the  "  30  acre  lot,"  the  bounds  of  which  are  given  as  follows  :  ''  Beginning 
at  the  Bungay  river  bridge,  running  along  by  North  ]\Iain  St.  to  the  land  now 
owned  by  Mrs.  B.  B.  Day,  and  Mr.  A.  M.  Everett,  then  east  between  Mr. 
E.  B.  Bliss'  and  Mrs.  Lucas  Daggett's  house,  crossing  Bank  St.  to  John 
Sweet's  land,  then  north  to  the  river,  then  by  the  river  back  to  the  bridge." 
Subsequently  to  17o3  the  widow  of  Hezekiah  Peck  the  second  of  this  town 
sold  her  dower  right  in  her  husband's  lands  to  Joseph  Capron,  of  this  town. 
Very  probably  this  thirty-acre  lot  was  set  apart  as  her  dower,  and  the  Joseph 
Capron  to  whom  she  sold  it  was  her  husband's  nephew  —  the  son  of  Judith 
Peck  and  Captain  Joseph  Capron.  He  was  grandfather  to  Joseph  W. 
Capron  of  this  town.  February  3,  1797,  Sarah,  widow  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Joseph,  sold  this  same  land  to  Jonathan  Peck,  her  son-in-law. 
He  was  grandson  of  Hezekiah  the  second,  and  father  of  the  late  Capron 
Peck.  It  is  said  that  at  one  time  there  was  a  road  along  the  south  side  of 
this  land,  running  from  North  Main  Street,  as  it  is  now  called,  to  the 
"  Norton   road,"  ntnv   Pleasant   Street. 

The  first  Hezekiah  Peck  of  this  town  was  witiiout  doiiht  the  liisi  person 
buric(l  in  this  ground,  the  spot  Iteing  probably  selected  l)y  his  family  at  his 
death  in  1723.  The  site  was  a  pleasant  one,  in  view  of  his  house  and  more 
convenient  than  the  Woodcock  grou ml,  foin-  miles  away,  or  the  newly  laid  out 
one  at  South  Attleborough,  not  very  nnicii  nearci-.  A  writer  speaking  of 
hira  and  his  wife  says:  ''They  were  binicd  mar  his  lesitlence,  the  j)lace 
afterwards  becoming  the  family  burial  ground."  Like  the  ground  now  best 
known  as  the  ''  old  Hatch  burying-groiMKl,"  this  spot  was  used  most  probably 
as  both  a  family  and  neighborhood  burial  place. 

It  is  H(q)posetl  that  Bantield  ('a|>ron,  the  lirst  of  tiiat  name  in  town,  was 
buried   here,    iiut  there  is   not  the   sliglitest  trace  of  his  grave   to  lie   found. 
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There  was  no  lack  of  means  in  his  family,  but  his  numerous  children,  to 
whom  he  had  been  very  generous,  one  and  all  "  forgot  to  erect  a  stone  to  his 
memory."  This  fate  was  by  no  means  singular,  for  man}'  a  worthy  man  lies 
in  the  bosom  of  mother  earth,  whose  resting-place  almost  from  the  very 
beginning  has  been  forgotten  and  unknown.  Some  of  his  descendants  were 
buried  in  this  spot,  probably  during  the  forty  or  more  years  when  it  was  in 
possession  of  his  family ;  and  some  of  these  have  been  removed  to  the  Old 
Kirk  Yard,  and  from  one  lot  to  another  there.  Mr.  Capron  used  this  thirty- 
acre  lot  as  a  pasturing  field  for  cows,  and  portions  of  it  have  been  devoted 
to  that  purpose  up  to  the  present  time.  These  animals  have  no  doubt 
knocked  down  and  trodden  upon  numbers  of  the  gravestones,  but  their 
vandalism  has  been  equaled  or  surpassed  during  these  many  years  by  that 
dreaded  destroyer,  the  typical  "  small  boy,"  whose  chief  end  and  aim  in  life 
seems  to  be  to  demolish  whatever  he  can  lay  his  hands  on,  and  upon  whose 
natural  ear  the  sound  of  cracking  stones,  if  he  wields  the  hammer,  falls  with 
a  peculiar  attraction,  even  like  strains  of  entrancing  music  upon  a  more 
cultivated  ear. 

There  are  at  this  time  of  writing  but  twenty-one  stones  remaining.  Four 
of  these  are  lying  flat  upon  the  ground,  nearly  all  are  more  or  less  chipped 
and  broken,  and  many  of  the  inscriptions  are  almost  entirely  effaced.  All 
are  of  the  old-fashioned  black  slate  and  are  hoar}'  with  the  lichen  gi'owth 
of  more  than  six  scores  of  years.     The  lettering  on  a  few  is  still  traceable. 

The  most  ancient  stone,  that  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  first  occupant 

of  the  little  cemetery,  is  still  almost  intact,  and  its  quaint  inscription  reads 

as  follows  :  — 

Here  lies  ye  Body 

of  Mr  Hezekiah 

Peck,  who  Depiirt 

etl  this  Life  August 

Ye  9«h  1723  in  ye  62<i 

Year  of  his  age. 

Two   more   of    this    same   family    were    found    whose    stones    were    still 

undestroyed  :  — 

Here  lies  ye  Body 

of  Mrs.  Deborah 

Peck.  Relict  of 

M""  Hezekiah 

Peck,  Deed 

March  ye  Sth  173C. 

in  ye  T'Jd  year 

of  her  Age. 

In  Memory  of  Mr. 

Hezekiah  Peck 

Deed  (date  not  legil)le) 

1753  in  —  58"i  Year 

of  his  Age. 

Blessed  are  the  Dead 

that  die  in  the  Lord. 
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On  still  another  of  this  name  could  be  traced  only  the  name,  ^Ir.  John 
Peck,  and  the  single  date.  ll'.W. 

Ou  two  of  these  black  or  dark-uray  stones  near  the  top  is  cnt  a  cherub's 
face  with  outspread  wings  on  either  side.  One  of  these  bears  the  name  of 
T.  W.  Richardson  and  the  date  1749;  tlie  other,  the  inscription  which 
follows  :  — 

111  iiieiiiory  of  Mrs. 

Lydia  ye  Wife  of 

Mr.  Josiah  Cooper, 

Who  Dec'i  <^)ctor 

Ye  3nt  1T3!». 

Ai^t'il  3S  years. 

Another  stone  is  thus  inscribed  :  — 

1742 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of 

Fitz  Tohnan,  Dyd 

Sep'-  U.  1727. 

The  first  date  must  probably  indicate  the  year  in  which  the  stone  was 
erected.  One  inscription  was  found  entirely  illegible,  with  the  exception  of 
the  name,  which  was  Wellman  ;  and  of  another  only 

1T3S  ill  44 
Year  of  liis  age 

remained  to  be  seen. 

There  is  a  group  of  stones  belonging  to  various  members  of  an  Atwell 
family.  Upon  the  largest  of  these,  that  erected  to  the  father  of  the  family, 
a  handsome  coat-of-arms  is  cut.  Tliis  consists  of  a  crown  with  a  rampant 
unicorn  on  either  side,  but  no  motto  could  be  found.  The  stone  is  thus 
inscribed :  — 

Sacred 

'I'll  tlie  meiiiory  of 

•Mr.  Richard 

Atwell. 

He  died  .laiiiiary  'iti 

A.I).  17(i7 

111  tlie  <i3'i  year 

or  his  Age. 

.\iiiu>  Alwell  of  rrovideiiee, 

Ins  son. 

Fiiiiii  >ciitiiiiciils  of 

Filial  l»Mly,  erected  this 

.Moiiiiiiieiit. 

Oil  another  of   this  group  was  dcciphored  :  — 

.Saiali  .\tucll.  lii>  liaiigliler 
Nov.  1(1.  1747,  ill  the 
20"'  VPiir  of  her  age. 
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Ou  another:  " Atwell  a  sou  Dec.   29,  1739";  and  on  still  another: 

"  Mary  Atwell,  1755  "  ;  all  else  was  illegible. 

The  most  curious  epitaph,  still  to  be  seen  here,  is  that  on  a  stone  raised 

to  the    memory  of   Mr.    John    Buckle ;    but   no   dates    are    traceable.     The 

epitaph  reads  :  — 

Death's  steps  are  swift. 
Yet  no  uoise  it  makes, 
His  hand  unseen 
Yet  most  surely  takes. 

There  was  once  a  stone  here  whose  inscription  stated  of  the  man  lying 
beneath  that  "He  died  while  eating  his  supper."  It  has  now  entirely 
disappeared,  nor,  so  far  as  the  writer  knows,  has  tradition  preserved  any 
further  facts  with  regard  to  this  unfortunate  being.  Such  a  statement  as 
the  one  made,  without  any  explanations,  is  rather  unsatisfactory  and  gives 
rise  to  unpleasant  conjecture.  Out  of  consideration  for  the  feelings  of  those 
who  might  read  this  inscription  or  as  a  necessary  warning,  the  friends  of 
that  man  ought  to  have  told  posterity  whether  or  not  it  was  the  supper  that 
killed  him.i  There  are  no  signs  of  mounds,  even  where  headstones  are  still 
standing,  and  no  idea  can  be  foi'med  by  an  examination  of  the  ground  as  to 
the  number  of  burials  made  liere,  but  someone  has  said  :  "  The  hill  used 
to  be  covered  with  graves."  Now  huckleberry  bushes  and  the  coarse  growths 
of  neglected  fields  cover  the  place,  and  if  anything  is  ever  to  be  done  in  the 
way  of  restoration  and  preservation  it  must  be  done  soon,  or  it  will  be  forever 
too  late.  It  will  not  be  long  before  the  last  remaining  vestiges  which  point 
to  this  as  a  spot  once  set  apart  and  made  sacred  to  the  memories  of  the  dead 
will  have  passed  away,  and  then  tradition  even  will  have  little  thought  to 
bestow  upon  it.  The  coming  generation  will  know  nothing  and  care  nothing 
for  a  group  of  decaying  trees  on  a  bit  of  moss-grown  ground. 

There  has  been  some  talk  among  the  proprietors  of  Woodlawn  Cemetery 
about  obtaining  this  ground  with  a  view  to  restoring  and  caring  for  it 
properly.  It  is  a  pretty  spot,  this  little  hillock,  with  its  still  beautiful  trees 
on  the  banks  of  the  winding  river,  and  if  these  proprietors  could  become  its 
owners  it  would  make  a  most  attractive  addition  to  the  already  attractive 
modern  cemetery  beside  it.  It  is  to  be  devoutly  hoped  that  the  right  kind  of 
efforts  in  this  direction  will  be  made  and  that  the  commendable  plan  of 
rescuing  this  very  ancient  burial  place,  one  of  the  oldest  in  town,  from 
complete  annihilation  will  be  speedily  accomplished. 

OLD    KIRK    YARD. 

Up  to  1744  the  greater  portion  of  the  burials  from  the  east  part  of  the 
town  were  made  in  the  "  Old  North  Burying  Ground,"  or  ''  Hatch's,"  but  in 
October   of  that  year   it  was  voted  by   the  people  of  the  Second   Precinct 


1  It  has  been  ascertaiued  that  his  name  \vas  Atwell,  but  nothing  fm-ther  seems  to  be  known. 
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to  have  a  place  for  this  piiii)ose  in  thcii'  own  vicinity.  On  October  10  it  was 
"Voted  to  have  a  burving  place  in  the  nieetinii-huuse  lot,  and  that  it  should 
be  at  the  northwesterly  corner  of  said  lot."  This  spot  then  comprised  about 
half  an  acre,  but  afterwards  it  became  necessary  to  add  to  it  considerably 
more  than  an  acre,  and  both  together  constituted  the  Old  Kirk  Yard.  At  two 
different  times  this  sacred  precinct  lias  been  entered  and  despoiled  by  the 
desecrating  hands  of  railroad  corporations,  who  demanded  a  portion  of  the 
tract  for  their  uses,  and  therefore  many  of  the  dead  had  to  be  moved  from 
their  original  resting-places  beneath  the  sod. 

"In  June  1831,  an  Act  was  passed  establishing  the  Boston  and  Provi- 
dence Rail  Road  Corporation,  with  the  usual  powers  and  privileges,-"  and 
under  this  act  the  corporation  claimed  the  right  to  construct  the  road  through 
this  place,  "  notwithstanding  the  statute  for  the  protection  of  the  Sepulchres 
of  the  Dead."  Their  decision  was  that  the  line  of  the  road  must  be  straight,^ 
as  far  as  possible,  and  finding  that  this  decision  would  cause  the  road  to  be 
laid  through  the  ])urying  ground  the  entire  community  of  East  Attleborough 
was  roused  to  a  high  pitch  of  excitement  and  alarm,  and  the  opposition  to 
the  proposed  measure  was  decided  and  outspoken. 

After  considerable  delay  and  various  remonstrances  and  proceedings  on 
the  part  of  the  proprietors,-  the  corporation  proceeded,  however,  on  the  last 
Monday  in  June  (i)robubly  in  1834)  "to  construct  the  road  through  the 
Burying  Ground,  and  to  remove  the  remains  of  the  Dead,  by  a  sort  of 
forced  consent  of  the  relatives."  They  had  indeed  given  notice  "  that,  unless 
the  kindred  would  consent  to  the  removal  of  their  dead,  they  should  pull  up 
the  grave-stones  and  construct  the  road  over  the  graves!"  "This,"  says 
one,  "  was  freedom  of  choice  with  a  vengeance  !  " 

The  line  of  the  road  passed  obliquely  through  the  frround,  cutting  it  into  two  irregular  and 
uneiiual  part.s.  In  the  course  of  the  excavations  (about  30  feet  in  width)  about  150  bodies,  or 
their  remains,  were  removed,  or  rather  attempted  to  be  removed,  for  many  of  them  were  so 
much  decayed  that  nothing  but  a  few  bones  could  be  found.  Such  a  removal  is  a  mere  mock- 
ery. And  thus,  says  the  author,  this  outrage  has  been  committed,  in  citutempt  of  the  authority 
of  the  selectmen,  in  defiance  of  public  opinion,  and  in  \  iolation,  as  we  lielieve,  of  the  laws  of 
the  land. 

Has  it  come  to  this?  Js  there  no  spot  in  this  w  ido  world  where  the  bones  of  the  deaii  can 
rest  in  peace?  Can  they  spare  us  no  space  of  earth  which  shall  be  privileged  from  intrusion; 
where  we  can  feel  an  assurance  that  the  hand  of  violence  or  cupidity  shall  not  di>turl)  the 
a.-hes  of  our  kindred?  Will  it  be  permitted,  in  a  community  of  humane  feelings,  that  a  body 
of  men,  strangers  to  the  people  in  the  vicinity,  and  liaviiiLT  no  interest  or  sympathy  with  them. 


'  III  the  early  diiys  of  railroad  coiiHtruc/tloii  there  were  oertiilii  poliilH  on  wlilcli  enjj;liicers  dllTcreil 
widely,  noliibly  thai  one  of  luylnK  HlralKht  or  curved  lines  of  road.  Some  favored  the  fornu-r  way 
and  cutting  ihrnugh  all  olisUicles.and  some  the  latter,  avolilln^;  (thsUides  by  kuIur  arouinl  them.  The 
former  wa«  the  KuKhsh  method  and  seems  to  hiiveliceii  the  one  which  fouinl  fiivor  with  the  coriKiralloii 
In  (jucHtlon. 

'The  parlHh  owned  this  land  and  on  a])|illr,atlon  laid  out  lots  In  It  to  people,  glvbiK  them  nui  the 
land  but  the  rlxht  of  burial  In  II.  Those  especially  In  whon)  such  rights  had  been  vested  might 
naturally  he  termed  the  iiroprlelors,  or  ci|ually  all  the  citizens  of  the  parish  might  (bo  so  termed. 
Records  of  this  matter  arc  on  the  piirlsh  hookh. 
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may  trample  with  impunity  on  the  graves  of  our  fathers?  and  all  this,  to  gratify  the  pride  or 
caprice,  and  promote  the  interest  of  a  wealthy  corporation !  The  first  rail-road  in  Massachu- 
setts has  its  foundation  on  the  ashes  of  the  dead! 

This  is  not  the  worst.  A  few  of  our  neighbors  have  been  concerned  in  the  transaction. 
This  was  the  "  imkindest  cut  of  all."  Will  it  l)e  believed  h\  succeeding  generations,  that  men 
(hitherto  regarded  as  men  of  feeling)  could  be  found  in  this  town,  who,  from  selfish  or  worse 
motives,  were  willing  to  lend  their  influence  and  combine  with  a.  foreign  corporation  to  disturb 
the  repose  of  the  grave?    Yet  such  is  the  fact ! 

The  above  quotations  are  from  a  pamphlet  printed  in  1834,  containing 
"Remarks"  on  this  matter,  quotations  from  an  address  by  the  Hon.  Judge 
Story,  delivered  at  the  consecration  of  Mount  Auburn  Cemetery,  the  public 
actions  of  the  parish  and  town,  the.  laws  of  the  State  with  regard  to  the 
protection  of  burying  grounds,  and  finally  "  Remarks  on  Corporate  Powers," 
arranged  "  By  a  Freeman  ^  of  Massachusetts."  Those  actions  of  our  citizens 
are  given  at  length  not  only  because  the  matter  of  which  they  treat  was  of 
great  importance  to  the  town,  — beyond  its  deep  and  personal  interest  to  many 
members  of  a  single  community,  —  but  because  subsequent  events  have 
proved  that  the  citizens  were  wholly  right  in  the  position  they  then  assumed, 
and  the  railroad  company  wholly  wrong.  No  one  will  be  inclined  to  deny  the 
fact  that  almost  incalculable  benefits  have,  as  a  matter  of  course,  accrued  to 
the  town  from  the  passage  of  this  railroad  through  it ;  but  the  particular 
route  decided  on  has  given  rise  to  very  much  inconvenience  and  annoyance, 
to  the  eastern  portion  especially,  to  many  controversies  between  the  town 
and  the  corporation,  to  great  expense,  to  a  second  desecration  of  the 
burying-ground,  and  even  to  loss  of  life  ;  most,  if  not  all  of  which,  might 
have  been  avoided,  and  the  benefits  to  the  town  have  in  some  ways  increased. 
In  view  of  these  things  the  company  many  years  ago  acknowledged  that  their 
early  procedures  were  unnecessary  and  that  it  would  have  been  better  for 
the  road  had  another  route  through  the  town,  which  was  proposed, 
been  accepted. 

A  parish  meeting  was  held  in  September,  1833,  and  a  committee  of  the 
seven  following  gentlemen  was  chosen  to  take  what  measures  they  could  in 
behalf  of  the  parish  against  the  then  contemplated  innovation  :  John 
Daggett,  Jonathan  Bliss,  Willard  Blackinton,  Abiathar  Richardson,  Jesse 
Carpenter,  Harvey  Claflin,  and  Daniel  Carpenter.  The  chairman  of  this 
committee  was  the  •'  Freeman  "  above  referred  to.  We  give  his  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  committee  and  the  actions  of  the  citizens  as  found  in 
the  pamphlet  mentioned  :  — 

The  following  documents,  and  the  principles  on  which  we  opposed  the  measure,  are  here 
embodied  in  a  more  permanent  form  than  that  in  which  they  now  exist,  not  only  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  have  an  interest  in  the  subject  and  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  exam- 
ining them,  but  that  we  may  hereby  make  a  Public  Protest  against  the  claim  of  the  Corpora- 
tion;  and  that  this  case  may  never  be  drawn  into  'a  precedent  to  justify  future  aggressions  of 


1  The  author. 
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the  kind.  :is  many  are  inclined  to  justify  tlie  abuse  of  power  by  its  use.  The  question  ought  to 
have  liecn  lejrally  settletl,  that  the  humanity  of  the  law  mii,d]t  have  been  vindicated.  Measures 
were  in  progress  to  hrinir  the  case  to  a  Judicial  determination, —  which  woulil  have  l)een  done 
but  for  a  few  unexpected  obstacles  in  the  way.  The  ablest  legal  counsel  had  been  consulted  on 
the  sul).iect.  whose  opinion  was  adverse  to  the  right  of  the  claimants.'  The  fact,  therefore, 
that  the  case  was  not  contested,  is  no  evidence  of  our  acciuiescence  in  their  right  to  do  what 
they  did.  It  is  time  for  public  attention  to  be  called  to  the  sui)ject.  that  the  <iuestion,  who  are 
the  proprietors  (in  many  cases)  of  Burying  grounds,  ami  the  rights  of  the  public  therein,  may 
be  determined;  and  also,  how  tar  protection,  by  law,  is  designed  to  be  extemled  to  the  dead  in 
their  graves. 

The  following  Remonstrance  was  sent  to  the  Engineer  and  Agent  by  the  I'arish  committee. 

At  a  meeting  of  tlie  Proprietors  of  the  Burying  Ground  in  East  Attleborough,  Sept.  25"» 
1833,  the  following  Resolutions  were  adopted  : 

liesolved.  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Burying  Ground,  so  far  as  those  interests  may  be  atlected  by  the  contemplated 
route  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail  Road. 

Resolved,  That  the  Proprietors  of  the  Grave- Yard,  regard  the  contemplated  removal  of 
their  dead  with  feelings  of  deep  sensibility,  and  earnestly  desire  their  committee  to  use  their 
utmost  endeavors  to  prevent,  if  possible,  such  a  violation  of  the  Sanctuary  of  the  grave. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  Resolutions,  the  committee  deem  it  needless  to  add  much  to 
what  has  been  already  said,  in  regard  to  the  painful  feelings,  which  such  an  event,  as  the 
removal  of  the  dead  from  the  present  Burying  Ground,  nnist  inevitably  produce  in  the  bosoms 
of  surviving  friemls.  Burial  places  have  been  regarded  by  all  nations  and  in  all  ages  as  sanc- 
tuaries, as  spots  privilegeil  from  the  intrusion  of  the  ijusiness-concerus  of  life,  and  consecrated 
to  the  undisturbed  repose  of  the  dead.  SucU  places  possess,  in  the  view  of  even  the  most  bar- 
barous nations,  a  sort  of  religious  sacredness;  and  no  considerations,  short  of  absolute 
necessity,  should  induce  the  living  to  violate  the  sanctity  of  the  grave.  It  is  one  of  the  holiest 
feelings  of  our  nature,  which  prompts  us  to  reverence  the  places  where  the  ashes  of  our 
kindred  rest;  and  such  a  feeling  is  entitled  to  respect,  and  should  never  be  lightly  regarded. 

No  pecuniary  damages  can  ever  compensate  for  that  injury  to  feeling,  which  the  i)romiscu- 
ous  disinterment  of  the  remains  of  several  generations,  and  thus  bringing  them  to  the  view  of 
their  surviving  kindred,  must  necessarily  create.  Such  a  scene  can  but  shock  the  conmion  feel- 
ings of  humanity,  and  must  be  felt  as  sacrilegious.  In  other  cases,  private  property  may  be 
taken  antl  an  equivalent  given.  But  who  can  give  an  equivalent  for  that  wounded  sensibility 
which  the  forced  removal  of  the  dead,  under  such  cinumistances,  must  occasion? 

The  committee  wouM,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  the  Proprietors,  most  earnestly  reiiuest 
those  who  have  the  selection  of  the  route  for  the  Rail  Road,  to  spare,  if  possible,  the  violatiou 
of  the  sanctuaries  (tf  the  dead,  which  the  location  of  the  road  over  our  Burying  (Jrouml  must 
ne<*essarily  produce.  Even  though  the  Corporation  may  have  the  legal  poirer  thus  to  locate  the 
road,  yet,  we  hope,  that  i>ower  will  be  exercised  with  a  due  regard  to  the  fcjelings  and  interests 

of  the  comMumity. 

N'ery  resi)ectfull\   ^'■ul^-. 
Attleborough  Sept.  •i.S"'  1h;J3  .Ioiin   Dvctiivrr,  C'hairnnin. 

The  Proprietors,  perceiving  that  the  Corporalion  still  persisted  in  liieir  right,  deemed  it 
ex|jedient  to  make  the  grievance  known  to  the  Legislature,  with  the  hope,  if  not  of  thus 
obtaiiuiig  redrcrss  in  their  ease,  at  least  of  procuring  some  positive  enaelment  or  other  legal 
provision  for  the  prevention  of  sueh  injuries  in  future.  For  tlii>  purpose,  they  presented  to 
tlie  Legislature  the  following 

finiTio.N. 

'To  the   Hon.  the  Senate  ami  House  nf  Reiiresentatives  of  the  t^ommonu'ealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, in  General  Court  assembled: 
The   Petition  of  us,  tlie  subscribers,  intere>te(i  in  llie  Jurying  (Jround   in   East    .Mllebor- 
ough,  roHi>e<t  fully  represents  : 


'  "Ttic  tiastc,  with  which  they  proceeded  In  the  (•onHtriii-tloii  of  the  r<)a<i  after  they  lind  ascertained 
tilts  fact,  1h  pretty  Kood  evidence  that  they  tlienisclveH  had  aoinv  doubiH  about  tlielr  riKht." 
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That  by  authority  or  under  color  of  an  Act  of  the  Lej^islature,  entitled,  an  "Act  to  Incor- 
porate the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail  Road  Corporation  "  passed  the  22d  day  of  June  A.D. 
1H31.  the  said  Corporation,  by  their  Agents,  have  located  their  Rail  Roail  through  the  centre  of 
the  Burying  Ground  aforesaid,  to  the  great  damage  and  injury  of  your  Petitioners;  that  this 
Burying  Ground  was  laid  out  in  the  year  1744,  and  has  ever  since  been  occupied  for  the 
purpose  of  burying  the  dead,  and  now  contains,  by  estimation,  from  ten  to  twelve  hundred 
graves:  that  the  said  location  (if  persisted  in)  will  cause  the  removal  of  the  greatest  propor- 
tion of  the  remains  of  the  bodies  in  said  ground,  and  will  leave  the  remainder  in  an  indecent 
and  unbecoming  condition.  And,  therefore,  your  Petitioners  pray  this  Honorable  Court  to 
interpose  their  authority  in  our  behalf,  and  prevent  this  great  injury  to  our  interests  and 
feelings. 

We  respectfully  represent,  that,  in  our  opinion,  it  is  wholly  unnecessary  to  locate  said  road  in 
that  direction;  that  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  in  the  vicinity,  which  is  a  level  plain  of  great 
extent,  this  graveyard  might  be  avoided  without  any  material  injury  to  the  use  and  improve- 
ment of  said  road;  that  a  slight  curve  in  the  line  of  the  road,  which,  in  practice,  would  amount 
to  no  perceptible  variation,  would  entirely  clear  this  Burying  Ground,  and  thus  render  it 
unnecessary  to  disturb  the  remains  of  the  dead :  That  the  said  Act  provides,  that  the  said 
Corporation  shall  take  no  ground  or  materials  for  the  use  of  said  road,  without  paying  a  full 
compensation  therefor;  but  that,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  the  damages  to  which  we  are 
entitled  are  no  adequate  compensation  for  the  injury  caused ;  the  mere  cost  of  the  ground  and 
of  the  removal  of  the  dead,  is  no  equivalent  for  disturbed  peace  and  wounded  sensibility. 
Such  an  injury  cannot  be  measured  by  any  pecuniary  standard.  Burial  places  have  been 
regarded  by  all  nations,  and  in  all  ages,  as  consecrated  ground ;  and  all  needless  exposure  or 
disturbance  of  them,  is  opposed  to  the  universal  sentiment  of  mankind,  and  is  a  violation  of 
the  most  sacred  feelings  of  the  heart.  Such  feelings  are  entitled  to  respect,  and  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  laws.  By  a  recent  Act,  the  Legislature,  guided  by  a  due  regard  for  the  tender  asso- 
ciations connected  with  the  remains  of  our  kindred,  have  seen  fit  to  impose  heavy  penalties 
upon  any  who  should  presume  to  violate  the  sanctuary  of  the  grave;  and  have  thereby  ex- 
pressed the  feelings  which  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  entertain  for  the  protection  of  the 
cemeteries  of  the  dead.  "We  have  a  right  to  expect  that  the  feelings  which  dictated  that  Act? 
will  be  extended  to  us  in  this  case.  That  a  right  thus  to  disturb  the  sacred  repose  of  the  grave, 
on  the  part  of  said  Corporation,  could  not  have  been  contemplated  by  the  Legislature,  at  the 
time  of  passing  said  Act  of  Incorporation ;  and  the  exercising  of  such  a  power  under  that  Act, 
is,  therefore,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  the  interests  and  good  feel- 
ings of  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth.  We  claim  protection  in  the  case  as  a  right  guar- 
anteed to  us  by  the  humane  principles  of  our  revered  Constitution.  We,  therefore,  most  ear- 
nestly and  solemnly  appeal  to  an  enlightened  and  humane  Legislature,  actuated  by  a  due  regard 
for  the  feelings  and  peace  of  the  community,  to  grant  us  relief  from  this  grievance,  in  such  a 
manner  and  by  such  means  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  deem  right  and  proper. 

And  your  Petitioners  further  pray  this  Honorable  Court,  that  they  would  pass  some  Act,  for 
the  better  preservation  of  burial  places,  especially  against  future  grants  of  this  kind;  and  thi.t 
they  would  establish  some  impartial  tribunal,  who  shall  give  a  hearing  to  both  parties  in  such 
cases,  to  the  end  that,  whenever  hereafter  any  individual  or  corporation  shall,  in  the  location  of 
a  road  or  canal,  come  in  contact  with  a  burying  ground,  the  said  tribunal  shall  determine,  on 
full  and  fair  examination,  whether  the  exigencies  of  the  case  require  that  the  same  or  any  part 
thereof  should  be  removed.  This  we  ask  on  the  principle  that,  in  a  case  which  so  deeply 
affects  the  feelings  and  interest  of  the  people,  as  the  removal  of  the  dead  from  their  graves,  it 
ought  not  to  be  left  to  the  sole  discretion  of  an  interested  individual,  or  a  corporation,  naturally 
governed  by  self-interest  alone,  to  judge  of  its  necessity  —  that  it  is  not  just  for  them  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  public  good  demands  such  a  sacrifice.  We  respectfully  ask,  that  all  future 
grants  of  this  kind  may  be  made  subject  to  such  a  limitation.  We  earnestly  protest  against  the 
granting,  in  future,  of  the  un<iualitied  powers  and  privileges  (of  which  we  have  complained) 
to  any  corporation  or  body  of  men  in  this  Commonwealth.  And  we,  therefore,  iiumbly  pray 
this  Honorable  Court,  to  adopt  some  measure  affording  a  more  adequate  protection  to  Burying 
Grounds.    And  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray.  &c. 

Signed  John  Daggett,  and  112  others. 

Attleborough,  January  30th,  1,^34. 
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IIousK  OF  Rrpresextatives,  Feb.  6. 1S34. 
So  niiK'h  of  thi?'  Petition  as  relates  to  the  (rrievaiicc  cDiiiiilained  of.  is  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Kail  Ways  ami  Canals. 
.Sent  up  for  eoneurrenee. 

L.  S.  Cu.sinxG.  Clerk. 

In  Senate,  February  7, 1834. 
Concurreil,  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

Chaules  Calhoun,  Clerk. 

House  ok  Representatives.  Feb.  6, 1834. 
So  much  of  the  above  Petition  as  relates  to  the  Preservation  of  Burying  Grounds,  is  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Attest,  L.  S.  CusiiiNi;.  Clerk. 

In  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  this  Petition,  the  .hidiciary  committee  (of  which  Theron 
Mctcalf.  E-^q.  of  Dedhani.  was  chairman,  one  of  the  most  learned  jurists  in  this  state)  very 
promptly  reported  a  Bill,  which  passed  (we  believe,  without  the  least  objection)  into  a  law. 
The  feeling  manifested  on  the  subject  was  highly  creditable  to  the  member  who  drafted  it. 

The  Railway  Committee,  to  whom  the  former  part  of  the  petition  was  referred,  reported 
unfavoral)ly  to  the  prayer  of  the  Petitioners,  — on  what  grounds  we  have  no  means  of  know- 
ing, as  they  saw  tit  to  give  no  reasons  for  their  report.  It  may  be  conjectured,  however,  that 
it  was  on  the  ground  that  the  grant  was  in  the  nature  of  a  contract,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
Legislature  had  no  right  to  interf(!re.  That  it  was  so  far  in  the  nature  of  a  contract  as  to  pre- 
clude them  from  interposing  their  authority  to  prevent  the  injury  contemplated,  may,  at  least, 
admit  of  a  tUnibt.  We  presume,  however,  that  the  committee!  did  what  they  thought  was  their 
duty.     We  have,  therefore,  no  better  remedy  than  to  acquiesce  in  the  decision,  right  or  wrong. 

That  the  Directors  of  the  Rail  Road  might  have  a  "  certain  knowledge'"  of  public  opinion  in 
the  town,  the  following  Resolutions  were  sent  to  them. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  April  7"',  1834,  the  following  resolutions  i  were  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  disturbance  of  the  Burying  Ground  in  East  Attleborough  is  wholly 
unnecessary,  and  that  it  was  the  tluty  of  the  Rail  Road  Corporation  so  to  have  located  the 
road  as  to  avoid  said  ground,  which  might  have  been  done  without  any  material  injury  to  the 
u>e  and  improvement  of  said  road. 

Hesolved,  That  the  removal  of  the  dead  from  the  places  where  they  have  been  deposited, 
without  the  consent  and  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  surviving  kindred  and  friends,  (unless 
jiuhlic  necessity  absolutely  require  it,)  is  a  violation  of  those  feelings  which  ought  to  be  held 
sacred  by  the  laws  and  the  authorities  of  the  land. 

Jiesulved,  That  the  lo(;ation  of  the  Rail  Road  through  the  Burying  Ground  aforesaid,  umler 
the  circuniHtances  of  the  case,  is  a  contempt  of  public  opinion  and  an  outrage  upon  i)ubli<'  feel- 
in-r,  and  deserves  the  indignant  reprobation  of  the  community. 

Jiexolved,  That  having  solenmly  appealed,  but  in  vain,  to  the  humanity  and  justice  of  the 
Legislature,  for  protection,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  interested  in  the  case  to  use  all  legal  and  consti- 
tutional means  in  their  power  to  procure  relief  and  jirevcnt  this  cuntemplated  injury  to  their 
rights. 

Bexolred,  That  the  granting,  by  the  l>egi>lature.  of  >U(ii  uiwldiiied  jiowers  and  privileges  to 
any  jx-rson  or  corporation,  as  are  given  in  thi'  charter  of  said  Kail  JCoad  Couipany.  (and  without 
first  requiring  a  .-pecilie  loi-ation  of  the  intcniled  route,)  is  an  unjustifiable  disregard  of  private 
property,  and  a  violation  of  the  rights  intended  to  be  secured  by  the  Coii^'lilulinii  to  the  |ie«>i>le 
of  this  Conniionwealth. 

/{esolved,  That  ii  eonunitlee  lie  appointed  to  transmit  u  copy  of  the  above  Resolutions  to  each 
of  the  DirectorH  of  the  Bo.^lon  and  I'rovidenee  Rail  Road  Corporation,  with  a  request  that  they 
would  so  fur  chiinge  the  location  of  said  road  us  to  avoid  the  Burying  (imund  in  Ka>t  Attle- 
borou'/h. 

Alliel.unMi-li.  April  Till.  1s:M. 


'There  were  seven  reHolinioim  prcMeiited  to  the  town,  Ixil  the  llrni,  wlileli  whn  coucliecl  In  riillier 
BcathlnK  terniH,  wdh  nol  a<l<>|itcd. 
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At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Proprietors,  (which  was  very  fully  attended,)  held  a  few  weeks 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  work,  the  following  Resolution  was  passed.  They  were 
resolved,  that,  if  the  act  should  be  done,  the  responsibility  and  odium  of  it  should  rest  on  those 
by  whom  it  was  done;  and  would  do  nothing  which  might  be  construed  into  acquiescence  or 
consent,  that  they  might  thus  avoid  the  appearance  of  being  made  seeming  partakers  in  the 
outrage. 

Resolved,  That  the  Proprietors  of  the  Burying  Ground  are  still  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the 
Kail  Road  over  the  same;  that  they  will  never  encourage  or  consent  to  it,  and  that  they  deny 
the  right  of  the  Corporation  to  construct  said  road  over  said  ground,  or  to  disturb  or  injure  the 
remains  of  the  dead  therein  deposited. 

As  has  been  seen,  all  efforts  in  opposition  to  the  corporation  were  unavail- 
ing ;  the  road  was  laid  through  the  burial  ground  and  a  third  of  an  acre  filled 
full  of  graves  condemned.  It  was  necessary  to  remove  not  only  the  bodies 
buried  in  the  direct  line  of  the  road,  but  those  in  that  portion  of  the  yard  east 
of  it,  for,  as  may  readily  be  seen,  it  would  be  entirely  inappropriate  to  have 
two  distinct  burial  plots  as  small  as  these  so  near  each  other.  One  or  two 
families  utterW  refused  to  allow  their  dead  to  be  removed,  and  many  will 
recall  the  little  group  of  slate  headstones  which  long  remained  on  the  com- 
mon. It  is  said  that  the  railroad  company  bought  a  piece  of  land  somewhere 
on  the  other  side  of  the  original  lot,  which  they  gave  to  the  parish  to  add  to 
the  kirkyard,  and  this  might  have  been  done  to  compensate  the  parish  for  the 
necessary  abandonment  of  the  extreme  eastern  portion  and  to  make  room  for 
the  bodies  removed  therefrom.  There  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  money 
compensations  were  liberal  and  as  satisfactory  as  any  such  remunerations 
could  be  made,  but  no  amount  of  money  or  gifts  can  compensate  for  the  real 
damages  in  such  cases. 

In  1870,  when  the  charter  for  the  Attleborough  Branch  Railroad  was  obtained, 
more  land  was  demanded  for  its  purposes  near  the  depot.  Land  for  a  third 
track  was  no  doubt  necessary,  but  all  citizens  could  not  understand  why  but 
one  route  was  possible  or  available.  The  company,  however,  decided  that  the 
new  line  must  join  the  old  one  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Old  Kirk  Yard, 
and  while  in  all  probability  this  must,  translated,  would  have  meant  simply 
desire  or  convenience,  as  before,  the  corporation  against  individuals  unjustly 
won  the  day,  and  in  spite  of  great  opposition  another  work  of  desecration  took 
place  in  this  unhappy  spot.  At  this  time  fully  a  hundred  bodies  were  removed, 
or  the  remains  of  bodies,  for  many  had  almost  crumbled  to  dust,  and  these 
fragments  were  placed  some  in  Mount  Hope  and  some  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

Since  that  time  a  petition  has  been  circulated  and  signed  by  a  large  number 
of  people  and  presented  to  the  Legislature.  "  Its  reception  was  instrumental 
in  procuring  the  passage  of  laws,  which  will  forever  remove  the  possibility  of 
a  like  desecration  of  sacred  ground."  It  is  to  be  devoutly  hoped  that  no  body 
of  legislators  will  ever  be  assembled  in  our  State  capable  of  contemplating 
even  for  a  moment  the  repeal  of  any  such  laws  as  these. 

There  are  it  is  thought  about  eight  hundred  bodies  in  the  Old  Kirk  Yard, 
and  occasional  interments  still  continue  to  be  made  there,  but  there  are  very 
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few  if  any  unoccupiod  lots,  and  only  a  few  availalilo  spaces  for  graves  remain. 
"  For  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  years  it  has  received  its  silent  increase, 
and  witnessed  the  laying  away  of  many  great  and  good  men."     The  grave  of 
Rev.  Peter  Thacher,  that  "highly  respected  and  useful  man,"  is  here.     He 
requested  that  he  might  be  buried  near  the  old  church  wdiere  he  preached  so 
long,  and  when  it  became  necessary-  to  change  his  resting-place  a  similar  spot 
by  the  new  church  was  chosen  by  his  descendants,  and  it  seems  as  if  his 
godlv  spirit  were  hovering  near  his  successors  in  the  pulpit  of  that  people  to 
•whom  he  so  long  ministered,  preaching  the  gospel  with  true  Christian  earnest- 
ness and  fidelity.     Rev.  Nathan  Holman,  pastor  for  more  than  a  score  of 
years,  lies  in  another  portion  of  the  yard  ;  and  Colonel  John  Daggett,  the 
Revolutionary  hero,  William  Bolkcom,  Hezekiah  Peck,  and  uumy  others  of 
prominence  in  both  earlier  and  later  days  are  placed  here.     Here  also  is  the 
irrave  and  the  monument  of  Abiathar  A.  Richardson,  the  donor  of  the  school 
fund  ;  and  various  soldiers  of  our  own  and  the  earlier  wars  find  here  their  last 
camping  ground.     Among  these  are  Oscar  B.  Cummings,  Sergeant  Altraham 
Savery,  and  Lieutenant  Darius  N.  Cole,  who  was  killed  at  Spottsylvania,  and 
whose  headstone  bears  the  inscription,  "  He  died  for  his  country"  ;  and  there 
are  several  others  who  are  remembered  with  the  offerings  of  Memorial  Day. 
One  of  the  veterans  of  the  Revolution  who  were  buried  here  was  Captain 
Jabez  Ellis,  who  died  November  14,  1808,  in  the  seventy-sixth  year  of  his  age. 
His  name  will  be  familiar  to  all  who  may  read  this  book,  for  he  did  his  town 
good  service  in  many  ways  during  many  years.     He  was  allowed  to  rest  in 
peace  only  about  sixty  years,  for  his  grave  was  disturbed  by  the  Branch  Road 
and  his  remains,  with  those  of  about  eighty  others,  Avere  taken  to  ]\[<)unt  Hope  * 
Cemetery.     The  most  ancient  date  found  on  any  tombstone  now  in  the  yard  is 
for  17;3G  on  that  of  a  member  of  the  Tyler  family,  an  ancestor  of  Professor 
Tyler,  of  Amherst  College.     This  person   must  have  been  first  buried  else- 
where—  perhaps  in  some  family  burial-ground  afterwards  deserted  —  as  the 
year  of  his  death  antedates  by  several   years  the  laying  out  of  the  ground. 
There  were  no  doul)t  many  quaint  and  curious  epitaphs  on  the  earlier  stones 
placed  here,  since  their  inscription  was  an  almosl   universal  fashion  of  those 
times,  but  none  of  these  have  been  preserved  by  tlie  author. 

Two  or  three  epitaphs  from  stones  in   this  yard   have  ItciMi    found  and  are 
here  given.' 

Ill  ineniDiv  i>f  Mr. 

John  8\V(!(;t.  .Inn.,  w  lio 

ilii'.l  Ajtril  yc  Ttli,  IT(>2. 

A^'<»<1  :5s  yi'ius  :nul  4  niuntli.H. 

My  liiviii),'  fririid.s  as  yon  jiiiss  liy 

On  niv  riil.l  (Iravc  l>iil  I'lisl  Yuiir  Kyc; 


'Taken  from  a  newspaper  pultllciilloii  on  tliis  town's  lilMon  pri'paicd  for  the  rcntcnlal  (clclnallon 
In  Harfofl,  I'cnn. 
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Your  sun  like  mine  may  set  at  Noon, 
Your  soul  be  called  for  very  soon; 
In  this  Dark  place  You  '11  quickly  be, 
Prepare  for  Death  and  follow  me. 

The  stone  marking  Kev.  Peter  Thacher's  grave  is  3  feet  4  inches  high  and  2  feet  wide. 
Old  fashioned  carving  under  which  we  read:  "  In  memory  of  the  Eev.  Peter  Thacher,  m.a., 
the  late  B'aithful  and  beloved  Pastor  of  the  2'nd  Chh.  of  Christ  in  Attleborough ;  he  was  born 
Jan'ry  25th,  1716;  Ordained  Nov'br  30th,  1T4S;  Died  Sept'br  13th,  1785;  in  the  Seventieth 
year  of  his  age,  and  43d  of  his  Ministry." 

Whom  Papist  with  not  Superstitious  fire 
Would  dare  to  adore  we  justly  may  admire. 

In  memory  of 

Ebenezer  Tyler, 

Esquire, 

A  native  of  this  town. 

A  valuable  citizen,  and  for  the 

three  years  previous 

to  his  removal  to  Pawtucket 

a  representative  in  the  State 

Legislature. 

He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Anna, 

and  Grandson 

of  Ebenezer  and  Catharine  Tyler, 

who  are  buried  on  his  right. 

He  died 

at  his  seat  in  Pawtucket, 

Oct.  18, 1827, 

Aged  67  years. 

Yes,  all  must  yield  to  death's  remorseless  rage. 
Creation's  bix)w  shall  wrinkle  up  with  age. 
Time  shall  remove  the  keystone  of  the  sky. 
Heaven's  roof  shall  fall  and  all  but  virtue  die. 

This  yard  has  been  ahiiost  entirely  neglected  for  many  years,  and  very  little 
has  ever  been  done  apparently  in  the  way  of  caring  for  it.  Within  a  fevs^ 
years,  however,  the  matter  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee,  and 
something  in  the  direction  of  improvement  has  been  attempted.  Those  who 
have  friends  buried  here  should  be  interested  every  one,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  parish  will  do  its  share  of  such  a  work  and  "  make  the  Old  Kirk 
Yard  a  fitting  representative  of  the  public  spirit,  and  an  honorable  evidence 
of  the  care  and  respect  of  the  town  for  its  dead."  The  work  of  improvement 
and  embellishment  would  be  the  more  obligatory  should  a  new  church  edifice 
be  erected  elsewhere,  and  considerable  discussion  resulting  in  some  steps  in 
that  direction  has  taken  place.  In  that  event,  we  hope  no  one  would  for  a 
moment  contemplate  or  suggest  a  general  removal  of  the  dead.  For  once  let 
the  progress  which  means  innovation  and  disturbance  stay  her  hand  ;  let  this 
spot  be  improved  to  the  utmost,  but  not  diverted  to  other  uses.  Made  cheer- 
ful and  attractive  as  a  cemetery,  it  would  greatU'  enhance  the  centre  of  its 
village.     "Whether  the  church  goes  or  stays,  let  this  portion  of  the  "  meeting- 
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house  lot"  be  beautified,  as  another  part  lias  been,  and  let  it  remain  here  in 
the  midst  of  the  bustle  and  stir  of  busy,  active  life,  the  possession  of  the 
undisturbed  dead  forever.  It  will  do  the  liviiiii;  no  harm  to  have  continually 
before  their  eyes  something  which  shall  recall  niemories  of  those  who  are 
gone.' 

Something  over  a  hundred  years  ago,  when  there  were  only  a  few  houses  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Falls,  "•  William  Stanley,  a  man  of  public  spirit  and  fore- 
sio^ht,  set  apart  a  piece  of  land  for  a  burying  ground  for  himself  and  neighbors." 
Judging  rightly  that  the  water  power  there  would  eventually  cause  a  thriving 
village  to  be  built  up,  "  he  devoted  an  acre  and  a  quarter  of  his  farm  to  this 
pul)lie  purpose."  There  was  no  public  record  of  the  date  of  this  transaction 
kept,  if  anv  was  made  ;  but  the  earliest  stone,  placed  above  an  infant  daugh- 
ter of  Enoch  and  Mindwell  Robinson,  bears  date  1773,  so  it  could  not  have 
been,  prol)ably,  far  from  that  time  when  the  yard  was  first  opened.  The 
Robinson  family  appear  thus  to  have  been  the  earliest  occupants,  and  several 
different  branches  are  represented.  In  one  portion  of  the  ground  thirteen 
are  buried  in  a  row  ;  and  in  1839  two  members  of  the  family  built  a  large 
tomb.  Some  of  the  stones  of  this  family  date  back  to  1776,  1778,  and  17.S8  ; 
and  that  erected  to  Noah  Robinson,  who  died  in  the  latter  year,  has  the  same 
epitaph  as  that  upon  a  stone  in  the  old  Woodcock  ground  :  — 

Jesus,  his  s:icritife  and  death. 

Shall  1)0  my  tinery  aiul  wedding  dress. 

Deacon  Enoch  Robinson,  who  died  in   l7!tH,  has  the  following  epitaph:  — 

'Tis  I  that  speak  althoii.i;h  I'm  dead, 
'Twas  sovereij^n  God  made  this  my  bed, 
All  that  I  have  to  say  to  thee 
Prcijare  for  death  and  follow  nic. 

Over  some  of  tht,'  inscriptions  on  toml)Stones  here  skulls  and  cross-bones 
are  carved,  "while  round  faced  ehei-nbs  and  the  nielnncholy  cypress  urn" 
are  fre(pieiitly  to  be  found.  Some  members  of  the  numerous  Daggett  family 
are  buried  here.  Samuel  B.  I'arris,  m.d..  the  reniari<ably  promising  young 
man,  was  laid  here,  Init  sulisiMpieiitly  was  removed  from  town  ;  Deacon 
Jonathan  Stanley,  and  Di-.  Thomas  StaiiU-y,  the  sou  of  tlie  donor  of  the 
ground,  Licuti'nant  Amois  Stanley  and  Anna  liis  wife,  ami  many  others  well 
known  as  >' honoralilc  www  and  strong  licaitcd  women." 


>Thls  lot  l.x  now  the  propiTty  of  the  Sccoiiil  CoiiKi-i'Kalloiiul  Cliurcli.  Wliv  roiiM  not  Uiat  body, 
tn  ronnocUon  wlUi  ilir  relatives,  irWndH,  and  descendantM  of  those  who  are  hurled  liere,  see  that  thin 
mutter  Is  aeronipllHhecl  .liirlnK  this  iinnlverHary  year:'  What  more  llttln;;  lu-rnianent  memorial  eould 
there  he  lo  this  portion  of  our  early  .lead?  How  eould  we  hetter  eelehratA"  the  two  hundreitlh  anni- 
versary of  the  Ineorporalloii  of  our  town  and  the  one  liumlred  and  llftleth  — In  the  hbuic  month  — 
annlver»aryof  Uu- setting  iii>arl  of  this  sjiot  as  a  plaee  saered  to  tlie  dead?  Let  us  show  that  we 
remcml.i!r  and  honor  these  godly  fathers  and  mothers  hy  makliiK  this  little  plot  of  earth,  whieh  surely 
thev  have  a  rlk'hl  toflalm,  worthy  of  them  and  of  ourselves. 
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Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Carpenter,  lias  the  following  epitaph  :  — 

Farewell,  my  dear  husband,  she  cries, 
Now  from  thy  kind  bosom  I  leap. 
With  Jesus  my  Bridegroom  to  be. 
My  flesh  in  the  tomb  for  to  sleep. 

That  of  Lj'dia,  the  wife  of  James  Fallen,  is  :  — 

Pray  stop  and  read  as  you  pass  by, 
Your  parents  here  together  ly. 

Many  of  the  inscriptions  here  show  that  the  people  whom  they  commem- 
orate lived  to  a  very  advanced  age. 

Very  nearly  all  of  the  early  settlers  at  the  Falls  were  interred  here,  and 
their  followers  continued  to  be  largely  up  to  the  time  of  the  opening  of 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery.  Burials  are  even  now  made  here,  but  at  very  infre- 
quent intervals.  It  is  upon  the  northern  portion  of  this  ground  that  the 
Central  Congregational  Church  edifice  has  been  erected.  The  selection  of 
this  site  necessitated  the  removal  of  some  forty  or  fifty  bodies,  which  was 
clone  with  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  persons  directly  concerned,  but 
with  the  decided  disapproval  of  some  of  these,  who  claimed  that  another 
equally  desirable  site  might  have  been  chosen  and  this  "  disturbance  of  the 
dead  "  avoided.  While  it  was  unfortunate  on  this  account  that  some  other 
place  could  not  have  been  agreed  upon,  the  object  for  which  the  remains 
were  removed  was  one  far  less  harrowing  to  even  the  most  sensitive  feelings 
than  that  for  which  so  many  were  removed  elsewhere  in  town ;  and  if  this 
loug-moldering  human  dust  could  have  formed  itself  anew  into  a  living- 
reality,  it  might  have  voiced  a  glad  willingness  to  be  thus  disturbed  and 
borne  to  another  resting-place  if  by  that  means  a  way  was  to  be  made  for 
the  continued  preaching  of  God's  Word. 

About  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  Captain  Joel  Robinson  gave 
about  two  acres  of  land  to  be  used  as  a  burial  place.  It  lies  on  the  west  side 
of  the  road  from  Dodgeville  to  Hebronville,  between  the  one  which  runs  past 
the  old  'J'iffany  place  to  Count}'  Street  and  the  one  over  Thurber's  crossing 
by  the  camp  ground  to  Briggsville.  To  whom  precisely  this  lot  was  given 
does  not  transpire,  but  presumably  it  was  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  people 
of  that  vicinity  as  a  public  cemeter}'.  Tradition  says  that  the  donor  had 
some  quarrel  with  those  to  whom  he  had  tendered  the  gift,  and  that  he  never 
gave  a  deed  of  it.  That  fact  made  no  difference  in  its  use  for  the  purpose 
designated,  however,  and  the  donor  himself  is  buried  there,  his  gravestone 
being  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation.  Subsequentl}'  Dr.  Seba  Carpen- 
ter bought  about  half  an  acre  of  land  and  gave  it  to  the  yard,  reserving  a 
right  to  be  buried  in  the  front  part,  but  this  right  must  have  been  forgotten 
or  wittingly  disregarded,  for  he  and  his  family  are  buried  a  considerable 
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distance  back  from  the  street.  At  a  much  more  recent  date  Cyrus  Webber 
and  Joab  French  made  a  purchase  of  laud,  which  they  also  gave  to  the 
cemetery,  which,  including  all  additions,  comprises  about  four  acres.  There 
seems  to  have  been  no  attempt  to  lay  out  the  old  portion  with  any  regularity, 
for  the  graves  are  placed  without  much  regard  to  straight  lines  or  true  angles. 
Much  of  this  disorderly  appearance  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  changes  time 
unhindered  would  inevitably  make,  for  there  is  no  evidence  of  unusual 
neglect  or  wanton  carelessness.  This  part  is  public  property,  "'any  one  can 
bury  in  it,"  but  the  new  portions  are  laid  out  into  lots  to  be  disposed  of  in 
the  usual  manner,  and  show  marks  of  care  and  attention. 

The  first  person  buried  here  was  Desire  Fuller,  who  died  in  1775,  and  Mr. 
Zachariah  Carpenter's  stone  bears  the  same  date.  The  oldest  stones  are  of 
black  slate,  many  moss-grown  and  some  sunk  nearly  half  their  original  height 
into  the  ground.  Some  of  the  inscriptions  are  almost  entirely  illegible  and 
others  aie  traced  with  considerable  ditticulty.  A  large  number  of  lengthy 
epitaphs  are  to  be  found  here  and  a  few  of  them  have  been  copied  and  will 
be  given  with  some  names  and  dates  from  other  stones.  Captain  Joshua 
Tiffany  and  his  wife  are  buried  here  ;  Captain  Ebenezer  Tiffany,  who  died 
in  1807  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age;  his  wife,  Mrs.  Molly,  who 
died  in  1825  in  the  eighty-seventh  year  of  her  age ;  and  a  Miss  Tenty 
Tiffanv,  who  died  in  1789.  One  finds  the  name  of  Bates,  Starkey,  Lincoln, 
and  again  and  again  Fuller.  Dr.  Seba  Carpenter  died  March  12.  185-i,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-one ;  and  Remember,  his  wife,  and  several  children  are 
buried  near  him.  On  two  stones  of  the  Carpenter  family  is  the  curious  name 
of  Lephe,  one  the  wife  of  Captain  Jon.  Carpenter,  in  whose  grave  was 
buried  an  infant  child.  There  are  many  Wilmarths  Ijuried  here,  and  an 
enclosed  lot  on  the  highest  ground  in  the  yard,  containing  a  monument, 
belongs  to  a  family  of  that  name.  Others  are  Babcock,  Bourn,  Kirkpatrick, 
Hutchins,  Freeman,  Martin,  Read,  Atherton,  Iv<jthroi),  —  one  naiiied  Lihaus, 

—  Bucklin,  Robinson,  Allen,  Mott,  Tiffany,  Thurber, — one  named  Zi*rvinh, 

—  etc.  In  the  new  part  are  several  handsome  stones  and  monuments,  l)faring 
the  same  familiar  names,  many  of  them,  seen  in  the  olil  i)art. 

Following  are  the  few  inscriptions  collected  :  — 

In  memory  of 

Mr. 
.lamo  Tirtiiny. 
who  tli»'<l  Oct. 

1TT« 
Ak»"'I  '^  years. 
iJcatli  'ti^  a  «l»-bt  to  Nature  Due, 
Wliirli  I  have  paid  aixl  -o  imisl  \ou. 

Ill  iiifiiiory  of  Mr. 
Je<lnllieii  Fuller, 
who  "lii'l  Nove'nhr 
I.V'  lTT!t  aire.l 
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79  years  6  mon* 

&  23  Days. 

Hark  from  the  tombs  a  doleful  sound, 

31y  ears  attend  the  cry. 
Ye  living  men  come  view  the  ground, 
Where  you  must  shortly  lie. 
Given  Gratis  by  Abiel  Fuller. 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Wihiiarth 

died 

Jan.  -24.  1S2S 

in  his  S9th  year. 

A  Revolutionary  pensioner. 

Mrs.  Am  a  Claflin 
died  in  183.3  aged  .51. 
Xo  more  the  weary  pilgrim  mourns, 
Xo  more  affliction  wrings  her  heart, 
Th'  unfetter'd  soul  to  Go"l  returns, 
Forever  she  and  anguish  part. 


Candace  Dexter  died  in  1S3S  in  the  28th  year  of  her  age. 

Farewell  my  dear  a  short  farewell, 
For  I  on  earth  a  while  must  dwell, 

And  drop  a  tear  of  sorrow. 
But  not  without  hope's  cheering  ray, 
That  she  who  fades  on  earth  today, 

May  bloom  in  Heaven  tomorrow. 

In  memory 
of 
Mrs.  Anna  Eead 
wife  of 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Read. 
She  died  Sept.  1 
1S40 
aged  86  years. 
Oh  I  ever  honor'd  ever  dear  adieu. 
How  many  tencler  names  are  lost  in  you. 
Keep  safe  O.  tomb!  thy  precious  sacred  trust. 
Till  life,  divine,  wakes  her  sleeping  dust. 

In  memory  of 

Mr. 

Nathaniel  Read, 

who  died  Dec.  16, 

1875 

in  the  ~&^  year 

of  his  age. 

What  need  the  pen  rehearse  a  life  well  spent. 

A  man's  good  deeds  is  his  best  monument. 

Maria 

wife  of 

John  Dyett  Peacock. 

it  daughter  of 

John  Bruster. 
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liorii  at  IlehuKWorth 

Yorkshire.  Co.  Eug. 

died  April  10.  1859 

Aged  58  years. 

As  I  pass  by  with  grief  I  see 

My  only  friend  was  taken  from  nie. 

Tho'  taken  by  him  who  has  a  right 

To  rail  from  me  when  he  saw  tit. 

William  J.  Morgain. 

Died 

Oct.  IT,  1ST2 

In  the  ('list  year 

Of  his  age. 

Our  loss  is  great,  it  gives  us  pain, 

We  ne'r  shall  find  his  like  again. 

Within  a  few  years  an  association  has  been  formed,  wliich  has  this  ceme- 
tery in  charge.  Mr.  Joseph  G.  Thurber  is  the  president  of  this  association. 
The  ground  is  called  "  Tlie  Dodgeville  Burying  Ground." 

Towards  the  middle  of  this  century  it  became  unmistakably  evident  that 
more  burial  space  was  required,  the  increasing  ijopiilation  of  North  Attlebor- 
ough  rendering  such  space  especially  necessary  in  that  vicinity.  A  public 
meeting  was  held,  and  i)lans  proposed  and  arranged.  Stock  was  issued  and 
at  once  subscribed  for  Ijy  aliout  tliirty  persons.  In  1849  these  incorpora- 
tors, who  had  organized  tlieir  association  under  provisions  of  statute,  pur- 
chased seven  acres  of  land  of  Benjamin  Freeman  and  later  by  purchases 
from  other  persons  increased  the  amount  of  land  to  about  ten  acres.  These 
grounds  are  in  the  Falls  village  on  tlio  road  loading  over  Mount  Hope  hill, 
from  which  no  doubt  it  derived  its  iianie. 

The  consecration  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  took  place  July  2,  1850.  The 
services  were  participated  in  bj'  several  clergymen,  and  the  following  poem 
written  for  the  occasion  l)y  Mrs.  C.  M.  Jacivson  (then  Miss  Fuller)  was 
sung  :  — 

Ilorc,  in  thine  ancient  leiiiple,  Lunl, 

Where  prayer  was  e<irUest  made  to  tiiee. 
Thy  i)resenee  waiting  ihildren  crave 

And  ask  for  each  a  blessing  fi-ee. 

We  come  as  did  thy  sons  of  old. 

This  spot  to  mark  as  holy  gniiiml : 
\Vc  consi-cratc  it  Lord,  to  thee. 

Here  m.iy  thy  spirit  e'er  \ir  fmind. 

May  no  rndc  feet  profane  this  place. 

^\'ht  re  re.st  in  peace  the  sleeping  dead,  — 
No  thougiilli-ss  merriment  intrndi! 

Upon  their  silent,  dreamless  bed. 

And  when  our  tears  beilew  the  graves 

Of  those  wh<i  share  our  earthly  love. 
I^Iay  faith's  n|ilifleil  linger  say, 

The\  are  nut  ben —  the\  're  Lrniie  above. 
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Here  mar  we  never  doubt  or  fear, 

But  humbly  trust  pareutal  love, 
Aud  ever  cheerfully  resit^n 

Those,  whom  our  Father  calls  above. 

Here  may  the  angel  Hope  arise, 

With  peace,  for  souls  by  sorroio  riven. 
And  show  them  thro'  this  gate  there  lies 

The  nearest,  easiest  path  to  Heaven. 

The  address  prepared  by  the  Rev.  J.  M.  B.  Bailey,  pastor  of  the  First 
Church,  at  the  reqtiest  of  the  proprietors  of  the  cemetery,  was  read  at  the 
dedication  by  his  friend,  the  author  of  this  book,  because  he  was  at  the  time 
too  much  prostrated  by  feeble  health  to  be  able  to  deliver  it.  A  few  extracts 
are  made  in  memory  of  the  writer,  whom  numbers  in  town  must  still  hold  in 
affectionate  remembrance. 

This  is  an  occasion  that  excites  our  emotions.  Though  the  common  world  be  near  us,  we 
are  secluded.  We  feel  that  we  have  come  to  this  spot,  as  to  one  which  does  not  belong  to  the 
common  acres  of  the  globe.  These  are  no  longer  common  trees,  nor  this  turf  the  public  soil. 
We  are  ou  selected  territory,  and  the  rural  scenery  about  us  is  the  drapery  of  our  enclosure, 
which  divides  us  olF  from  the  lawns  and  fields  adjacent.  But  our  Isolation  does  not  account 
for  the  emotions  that  thrill  our  souls.  We  are  in  the  presence  chambers  of  the  Eternal.  We 
are  compassed  about  with  a  great  cloud  of  witnesses.  Departed  saints  seem  to  be  gazing  upon 
us,  as  we  come  here  to  this  dividing  line  between  two  worlds,  as  we  gather  where  the  dead 
enter  the  vestibule  of  eternity. 

Let  all  our  arrangements  have  more  reference  to  a  resurrection,  and  the  glory  that  follows, 
than  to  what  is  merely  material  and  ephemeral.  Let  our  selection  of  places  where  our  friends 
shall  slumber  till  they  shall  put  on  immortality,  be  made  with  reference  to  these  solemn  real- 
ities. Let  us  choose  a.  place  so  far  removed  from  the  stir  and  bustle  of  active  life,  that  the 
repose  of  the  sleepers  there  shall  not  be  broken  in  upon  by  the  noise  of  business,  by  the  careless 
tread  of  those  who  regard  not  private  right,  or  the  endearments  of  love.  Let  it  be  retired,  yet 
the  access  easy.  Let  the  spot  be  diversified  with  brook  and  pond  and  rushing  stream,  with 
plain  and  hillock,  with  gentle  declivity  and  retiring  vale,  with  sunshine  and  shade,  with  the 
natural  forest  and  the  cultivated  grove.  There  let  us  set  the  leafy  maple,  the  spreading  elm, 
the  towering  oak,  the  modest  beech,  the  native  and  the  foreign  evergreen.  Make  the  passage 
ways  open  and  broad,  that  no  necessity  may  compel,  or  carelessness  allow,  the  tombs  of  the 
dead  to  be  desecrated  or  marred.  Appropriate  a  spot  for  the  stranger  that  dies  among  you, 
and  let  your  liberal  hospitality  grant  him  a  free  and  an  honorable  burial.  Let  not  parsimony 
or  speculation  or  covetousness  have  any  share  in  the  planning,  the  executing,  the  adorning  or 
the  disposing.  Suffer  nature  to  do  all  that  it  can:  let  taste  and  art  bring  their  contributions 
and  combine  their  beauties  here.  Let  all  its  monuments  be  sacred,  its  paths,  its  avenues,  its 
carriage  ways.  Let  all  within  it,  all  beneath,  all  above,  even  to  the  stars  that  shine  sweetly 
down  upon  it  be  sacred.  Let  them  be  forever  hallowed;  hallowed  to  repose,  to  silent  converse 
with  the  departed  dead.  Let  all  who  alone  pass  through  these  walks,  let  all  who  in  social 
Intercourse  tread  their  way  hither  in  twilight's  gentle  hour,  or  when  the  moon  sheds  down  her 
mildest  light  through  these  overspreading  trees  upon  the  grass,  beneath  which  loved  ones  lie 
sleeping;  —  let  all  who  have  been  bereaved  of  partners,  of  son  or  daughter,  of  lover  or  friend, 
let  them  listen,  let  them  receive  those  lessons  that  soften,  calm  and  elevate.  Let  everything 
connected  with,  and  belonging  to,  this  most  interesting  place,  its  trees,  its  monuments,  its 
grass,  its  foliage,  its  evergreens,  point  the  visitor  to  the  resurrection  and  the  life  to  come.  Let 
them  point  him  to  that  world  svhere  there  is  no  death,  no  mourning,  no  sin :  where  all  is 
eternal  freshness,  eternal  youth;  where  no  destruction  wasteth  at  noonday. 

Standing  here,  I  seem  to  see,  coming  from  yonder  cold  gloomy  vault  a  company  of  the  dead 
who  have  left  their  burial,  that  they  may  here  find  a  more  befitting  resting  place.    I  see 
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following  tli:it  compauy,  at  freciuent  intervals,  one  and  another  of  those  now  living.  Their 
silent  treatl.  their  liowed  forms,  their  fallen  heads  and  saddeneil  coiintenanees,  all  tell  uf  the 
visitation,  of  l>ereavemeut,  of  sorrow  and  sadness.  Twenty  out  of  every  thousand  of  this 
population  will  be  interred  before  the  end  of  this  year.  Soon  the  monument  here  will  tell  of 
death's  doings  with  an  emphasis  and  a  eadenee,  that  will  surprise  every  visitor.  Over  whom 
of  us  will  the  tirst  turfed  roof  be  raised?  Who  can  tell  where  the  blow  will  tirst  fall  that  will 
sever  the  golden  ehord?  Who  shall  be  first  to  bear  hither  the  beloved  wife  or  husbauil y  What 
parent  will  lirst  l>ring  here  the  son  of  his  dependence,  or  the  daughter  of  his  hope  I' 

Come  here  to  form  a  right  estimate  of  time.  Here  is  the  goal  of  life.  Here  is  the  portal  of 
etei'nity.  Pause  here,  all  ye  who  tread  these  walks,  and  consider  what  will  be  a  hundred  years 
hence.  We  often  hear  it  uttered  with  seeming  levity,  '"It  will  be  all  the  same  a  hundred 
years  hence."'  But  with  what  a  pace,  and  with  what  certainty,  will  not  these  years  come  to 
their  termination.  This  day  will  draw  to  a  close,  and  a  number  of  such  days  will  make  a  whole 
revolution  of  the  seasons.  Year  follows  year,  and  a  number  of  years  make  up  a  century. 
These  little  intervals  accumulate  and  till  up  that  mighty  space,  which  appears  to  the  fancy  so 
big  and  so  immeasurable.  A  hunib'ed  years  will  come,  and  see  out  the  wreck  of  whole  genera- 
tions. Every  living  thing  that  now  moves  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  will  disappear  from  it. 
The  infant,  that  now  hangs  on  his  mother's  bosom,  will  live  only  in  the  remembrance  of  his 
grandchildren.  The  scene  of  life  and  intelligence  now  before  me  will  be  changed  into  the  dark 
and  loathsome  forms  of  corruption.  The  people  who  nt)W  hear  me  will  cease  to  lie  spoken  of; 
they  will  perish  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  Their  tlesli  will  be  devoure<l  by  worms.  The 
dark  and  creeping  things  that  live  in  the  holes  of  the  earth  will  feed  upt)n  their  bodies.  Their 
cottins  will  have  mouldered  away,  and  their  bones  have  l)een  thrown  up  in  the  new-made 
grave,  unless  prevented  by  your  wholesome  and  spacious  provisions.  And  is  this  the  consum- 
mation of  all  things?  Is  this  the  final  end  of  man?  Is  there  nothing  l)eyond  the  grave  to 
relieve  the  picture?  nothing  to  chase  away  these  dismal  images?  Must  we  sleep  forever  in  the 
dust,  and  bid  an  eternal  adieu  to  the  light  of  heaven? 

Come  to  this  place,  my  friends,  and  learn  to  apportion  your  time  wisely.  Devote  a  proper 
share  to  learn  how  to  die.  then  the  agonies  of  your  dying  ilay  will  not  be  heightened  by  the 
agonies  of  despair.     Come  here  and  learn  how  to  live. 

So  live,  that  when  thy  summons  comes  to  join 
The  inmimerable  caravan,  that  moves 
To  the  pale  realms  of  shatU;.  where  each  shall  t:ike 
His  chamber  in  the  silent  halls  of  ileath. 
Thou  go  not  like  the  quarry  slave  at  night. 
Scourged  to  his  dungeon;  but,  sustained  and  soi>Ihed 
By  an  unfaltering  trust,  approach  thy  grave. 
Like  one  who  wi-ai)s  the  drapery  of  his  couch 
About  him,  and  lie>  down  to  pleasant  dreams. 

Tlif  tii'st  iHTsoii  l)iii'ic(I  lien-  was  Mr.  M:ntiii  Whitney,  in  l.S.")(».  mikI  now 
the  silent  inli:ilut:ints  of  this  spot  number  inuny  inmcheds.  ainong  them  many 
of  the  most  <listinj^nislie(l  citizens  of  the  town.  Hon.  Klisha  .May  is  inttTred 
liere  and  liis  gravestone  hears  the  followinti  epitaph  :  — 

What  though  our  inbred  <iii«  nipiirc 
(Jur  llcsh  to  see  the  dust ; 
■^'et  as  the  Lord  our  Saviour  rose 
.So  all  liis  followers  must. 

'I'iiat  of   JJiith,  liis  widow,  is  :is  follows:  — 

Tli'i"   I    lie  buried  deep  in  du»t 

M>    llr>li   shall   be   tli.\    care; 

These  withered  limbs  with  thee  I  tru>t 

To  rui-e  tlii-Mi  stroii'j-  :incl    I'.-iir. 
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Upon  the  stone  erected  to  George  Stanley  are  the  following  lines  from  Pope  : 

A  wit's  a  feather,  and  a  chief's  a  rod. 
An  honest  man  's  the  noblest  work  of  God. 

There  are  a  number  of  beautiful  monuments  in  tliis  cemetei-y,  bearing  the 
names  of  prominent  men  and  families.  Among  the  handsomest  are  those  of 
the  Richards  family,  H.  N.  Daggett,  Oscar  M.  Draper,  and  the  Freeman 
brothers,  while  there  are  scores  of  others  conspicuous  for  their  beauty  or 
appropriateness. 

Within  a  few  years  four  and  a  half  acres  of  land  have  been  added  to  the 
cemetery  on  the  east  side,  and  it  now  comprises  from  twelve  to  fifteen  acres. 
Since  it  was  first  opened  it  has  been  handsomely  enclosed  and  much  im- 
proved, and  the  grounds  are  well  graded  and  suitably  divided  into  avenues 
and  paths.  The  tract  has  many  natural  advantages ;  its  surface  is  happily 
diversified  and  portions  of  it  beautifully  shaded  and  adorned  by  groves  of 
our  native  forest  trees.  It  is  tastefully  laid  out,  and  so  nature  and  art  have 
combined  harmoniously  to  make  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  the  most  attractive 
in  town. 

There  are  now  two  Roman  Catholic  cemeteries  in  town.  For  mau}^  years 
the  people  of  that  faith  possessed  no  consecrated  ground  for  this  purpose, 
and  all  their  dead  were  taken  to  Pawtucket  for  interment.  About  1850  St. 
Mary's  parish  was  organized  and  laud  for  church  purposes  was  purchased, 
but  it  was  not  until  a  number  of  years  later  that  the  people  were  able  to  pur- 
chase their  first  tract  of  land  for  burial  purposes.  This  is  at  the  Falls  village, 
south  and  east  of  Mount  Hope,  and  is  called  St.  Mary's  Cemetery.  Already 
it  has  many  occupants  ;  monuments  of  various  designs  dot  the  surface  here 
and  there,  and  many  uplifted  crosses  glisten  and  gleam  in  the  sunlight  over 
the  rapidly  increasing  mounds.  The  greater  portion  of  the  burials  from  the 
parishes  of  St.  Mary  and  St.  John  are  made  here. 

The  only  other  Roman  Catholic  burying  ground  in  town  is  the  cemetery 
connected  with  St.  Stephen's  Church  in  Dodgeville  and  called  by  the  same 
name. 

About  twenty-five  years  ago  the  necessity  for  additional  burial  space  in 
the  east  part  of  the  town  had  become  imperative,  and  in  1865  a  cemetery 
association  was  formed.  The  first  meeting  of  the  association  was  held  on 
the  first  of  July  of  that  year  to  take  measures  for  organizing  as  a  corpora- 
tion, but  that  idea  was  abandoned.  The  number  of  charter  members  of  the 
association  was  fifteen.  Shares  were  issued,  the  par  value  of  each  being  $25, 
and  forty-three  of  these  were  taken  by  the  original  stockholders,  who  num- 
bered twenty-three.  The  first  officers  elected  were  J.  W.  Capron,  president, 
C.  E.  Hayward,  vice-president,  A.  M.  Everett,  clerk,  John  Cooper,  treasurer, 
and  J.  W.  Capron,  C.  E.  Hayward,  and  L.  W.  Barnes,  trustees.  The  name 
selected  was  "The  "Woodlawn  Cemetery  Association."     A  constitution  was 
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framed  and  adopted  tosiether  with  suitable  by-laws  on  llu'  fourteenth  of  July, 
1860.  This  is  a  private  association  not  incorporated  by  act  of  Legislature, 
and  in  18-s7  the  number  of  shares  had  increased  to  seventy-one. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  association  about  ten  acres  of  land 
were  purchased  for  a  thousand  dollars  of  INIr.  Philip  Brady.  This  tract  lies 
in  what  has  long  been  familiarly  called  Blackintonville  and  is  bounded  by 
Mr.  Brady's  lands,  the  Bungay  River,  and  the  former  homestead  lot  of  Mr. 
"William  Blackinton,  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Nerney.  Some  two  or  three 
years  subsequent  to  the  purchase  substantial  iron  gates  were  erected  at  the 
entrance  to  the  ground  on  North  Main  Street,  and  in  1887  a  little  n)ore  than 
two  acres  of  land  were  purchased  to  enlarge  the  cemetery. 

The  site  of  Woodlawn  is  a  cheerful  and  pretty  one,  as  that  of  the  grounds 
set  apart  for  "cities  of  the  dead"  ought  to  be.  The  surface  is  broken,  por- 
tions of  it  have  trees,  and  the  running  river  is  a  particularly  attractive 
feature.  Many  of  the  lots  are  tastefully  arranged  and  many  beautiful  stones 
and  monuments  have  been  erected  to  the  honored  dead  lying  beneath  them. 
Here  as  in  every  similar  spot  one  finds  newly  inscribed  year  by  year  the 
names  of  numbers  of  the  best  and  most  prominent  men  of  the  town,  some 
having  lived  out  long  and  useful  lives,  fully  ripe  for  the  sickle  of  God's 
reaper,  but  others,  alas !  cut  down  in  the  prime  of  lusty  manhood  just  when 
their  vigorous  strength  seemed  most  needed  in  the  world's  work  ;  and  here  too 
one  sees  numbers  of  the  waving  flags  which  indicate  the  soldier's  grave. 
Among  the  finest  monuments  are  those  of  the  Bliss,  Carpenter,  and  Dean 
families,  and  those  of  Mr.  Charles  E  Hayward,  William  Wilraarth,  and 
Everett  Bliss.  These  are  among  the  most  conspicuous,  but  there  are  many 
others  equally  tasteful  and  appropriate. 

The  new  cemeteries  of  the  town  present  a  most  creditable  appearance  ;  if 
the  old  burying  grounds  could  receive  the  attention  they  demand  and  deserve, 
such  attcnticju  as  is  bestowed  upon  the  new  ones,  there  would  be  nothing  left 
in  this  line  to  be  desired. 

About  three  quarters  of  a  century  ago  a  small  parcel  of  laud  was  set  aside 
by  Mr.  Apollos  Follett  as  a  family  burial  ground.  It  lies  on  the  road  lead- 
ing from  Park  Street  to  the  Bearcroft  Hoad,  between  his  house  —  now  occu- 
pie<l  by  his  grandson,  Walter  II.  Follett — and  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Simjison 
Harvey.  There  are  but  seven  gravestones  in  this  little  yard,  all  pi-olial>ly 
that  have  been  placed,  as  only  a  few  people  have  been  liuried  there.  Tlicy 
are  of  black  slate  and  contain  no  epita]>hH,  only  simple  inscriptions,  and  no 
ornamentations  with  one  exception,  a  weeping  willow  being  pictured  upon 
that  of  Mrs.  Apollos  Follett.  The  small  fo<jtstones  contain  tiie  initials  of 
those  beneath,  and  in  some  instances  the  year, of  their  death.  All  the  stones 
are  in  a  row  and  near  together,  and  :ire  in  memory  of  the  persons  whose 
names  follow  :  — 
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Mr.  Jonathan  Follet.  who  died  Dec.  7, 1819,  in  the  81st  year  of  his  age;  Mrs.  Mary,  his  wife, 
who  died  Dec.  30. 1829,  in  the  S.5th  year  of  her  age;  Mr.  ApolJos  Follett,  (his  son)  who  died 
July  i,  1855,  in  the  T6th  year  of  his  age;  Mrs.  Cynthia,  his  wife,  who  died  Aug.  9,  18M,  in  the 
63d  year  of  her  age;  Mr.  Apollos  Follett.  Jr.,  who  died  Aug.  5,  1831,  in  the  24th  year  of  his 
age;  Ferdinand,  another  son.  who  died  March  24,  1818,  aged  10  mouths  and  24  days,  and  Mary, 
who  died  Xov.  14. 1815,  aged  4  years,  10  months  and  14  days. 

It  was  at  the  time  of  the  last-named  child's  death  that  Mr.  Follett  made 
the  yard.  Another  daughter,  Cynthia,  who  married  a  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Norton, 
was  buried  here  with  her  infant  child,  but  was  subsequently  removed  to  a  yard 
in  Norton  by  her  husband.  Still  another  daughter,  a  second  Mary,  who  married 
William  Rogers,  is  buried  here  ;  but  no  stones  have  ever  been  placed  above 
their  graves,  which  are  fast  becoming  obliterated.  An  infant  child  of  Mr. 
Simpson  Harvey  was  temporarily  buried  in  this  place  ;  but  no  other  burials 
have  been  made  so  far  as  known.  The  stones  are  in  a  fair  state  of  preserva- 
tion, though  somewhat  moss-grown,  but  the  ground  is  in  a  neglected  condition, 
covered  with  brambles  and  tangled  grass.  The  enclosing  wall  is  yet  intact 
but  the  gate  is  lacking  and  all  together  it  is  a  rather  forlorn-looking  little  spot. 

There  is  another  family  burial  ground  not  a  great  distance  from  the  one 
just  mentioned,  on  the  road  leading  from  the  "Mugg  district"  to  Briggs- 
ville.  It  is  not  more  than  eighteen  or  twenty  feet  square  and  is  filled  by  the 
ten  graves  it  contains.  There  are  nine  stones.  These,  with  two  exceptions, 
are  erected  to  persons  of  the  name  of  Thayer.  The  first  interment  was 
apparently  in  1845,  that  of  Mr.  Abiathar  Thayer,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven.  His  wife  Elizabeth  died  in  1858  in  her  eighty-sixth  vear. 
Another  Abiathar  died  in  1876,  aged  eighty.  Phebe  his  wife,  Ruel,  Benjamin 
L.,  and  Mrs.  Joanna  Thayer,  Mason  Harvey-,  who  died  in  1849,  aged  seventy- 
two,  and  a  child  of  the  name  of  Hewitt  are  the  others  to  whom  stones  are 
erected.  All  these  stones  are  of  white  marble,  with  the  exception  of  that  of 
Mr.  Harvey,  which  is  of  black  slate.  Outside  the  enclosure  there  are  two 
graves.  One  is  that  of  James  B.  Hewitt;  the  other  has  no  stone.  Three 
scraggy  old  trees  and  a  few  tiny  firs  stand  within  the  yard,  but  they  detract 
very  little  frotn  the  forsaken  appearance  of  the  place,  a  lonesome  spot  on 
a  lonely  road. 

Not  far  away  is  a  similar  spot  enclosed  by  a  substantial  stone  and  iron 
fence  and  containing  one  grave  with  a  marble  headstone,  that  of  Mr.  Edwin 
S.  Coombs.  It  lies  on  the  crossroad  from  the  one  just  mentioned  to  that 
passing  the  Follett  yard,  which  it  joins  near  the  residence  of  the  late  Captain 
Edwin  French.  Mr.  Coombs'  place  was  the  "old  Codding  farm,"  the  home 
of  Mr.  Abiel  Codding. 

On  the  place  of  the  late  Dr.  James  M.  Solomon,  now  occupied  by  his  son, 
Herbert  F.  Solomon,  there  is  a  small  plot  of  ground  which  he  set  apart  about 
fifty  years  ago  as  a  family  burial-place.  It  contains  but  a  few  rods,  two  sides 
being  surrounded  by  a  stone  wall,  the  other  two  by  a  solid  iron  fence,  and 
the  whole   shaded   by  trees  of  a  considerable  growth,  which  he    no  doubt 
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planted  himself.  There  seem  to  have  been  about  twenty  interments  in  the 
yard,  all,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  nieraliers  of  the  family.  A  granite 
monument  near  the  centre  has  the  following  names  inscribed  upon  it:  "Dr. 
James  M.  Solomon,  Born  Sept.  10,  1812,  Died  Nov.  22,  ISSd.  Rebecca  A, 
his  wife.  Born  March  20,  1824,  Died  Nov.  22,  1886  "  ;  and  beneath  "Amy 
A.,"  a  daughter.  On  another  side  are  inscriptions  to  other  children  of  Dr. 
Solomon  :  Cornelia  A.,  James  F.,  William  D.,  Sarah  M.,  John  J.,  and  William 
B.,  the  two  latter  having  the  birth  date  only  lettered,  as  they  are  still  living. 
Headstones  containing  simply  names  are  placed  at  the  graves  of  several  of 
these  near  the  monument  and  to  two  additional  ones,  Laura  A.  and  Loammi 
K.,  while  one  small  stone  is  marked  "The  Children."  There  is  a  stone  to 
"  Almira  L.  wife  of  Henry  McCarthy,"  a  sister  of  Dr.  Solomon,  who  died 
in  1852;  one  to  John  L.,  son  of  Henry  and  Almira  McCarthy,  and  between 
these  a  small  stone  inscribed  to  some  member  of  their  family,  a  child  prob- 
ably, who  died  in  1846  and  was  the  first  person  buried  in  the  yard.  A  large 
stone  marks  the  spot  where  Rebecca  A.  Chace,  who  "  died  in  18G7  aged  74," 
was  buried,  and  makes  the  fifteenth  in  the  entire  group  besides  the  monument. 
In  each  of  the  corners  farthest  from  the  family  and  at  the  foot  of  tlie  little 
mound  where  they  lie,  marked  by  rough  l)lack  stones  wholly  unletttered,  is  a 
grave  :  the  one  to  the  east  l)eing  that  of  a  servant  in  the  doctor's  family  who 
died  many  years  ago,  and  the  other  that  of  some  person  unknown  to  the 
present  members.  One  stone  here  contains  the  most  remarkable  dates  of  any 
in  town,  so  remarkable  as  to  be  very  rarely  seen  anywhere.  It  is  erected  to 
the  mother  of  the  late  Dr.  Solomon,  and  tlie  inscription  reads  as  follows  :  — 

In  Memory, 

of 

Amy  A.  Solomon, 

wife  of 

-John  Solomon. 

Born  Feb.  9.  ITfiO 

Died  May  s,  1SG4. 

A<:ed  104  years  & 

.J  months. 

A  kind  and  allectionate  ]\Iother. 

None  knew  lier  Imt  to  love  her, 

None  named  her  l>nt  to  praise. 

In  Goil  we  live. 

On  the  extreme  western  border  of  tlie  town,  on  (he  Diamond  Hill  Koad  not 
far  from  the  Cumberland  line,  is  another  family  binial  groiiml  in  wliirli  there 
seem  also  to  have  been  about  twenty  interineiits.  It  is  in  a  l)ii<:lil.  >uiiiiy 
location  well  toward  the  summit  of  a  consitleraitle  elevation  on  the  farm  of 
Mr.  Lewis  S.  (Carpenter,  who  occupies  the  commodious  homestead  dwelling- 
house  near  by.  and  whose  father,  .Mr.  .lojin  ( 'ar|ienlei',  about  tlire«'  <|uarter8 
of  a  century  ago  dedicated  the  sp(jl  to  the  uses  of  the  dead.  The  space, 
perhaps  forty  by  eighty  feet,   is  enclosed  by  a  substantial   iron   fence   with 
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double  entrance  gates.  It  is  on  the  edge  of  a  little  bluff,  which  rises 
abrupth'  from  one  or  two  sides  ;  and  stone  steps  lead  from  the  roadside  to 
the  gateway.  The  stones  are  of  white  marble  or  granite,  the  older  ones  well 
preserved ;  the  broad,  intersecting  paths  are  concreted,  and  the  whole  enclos- 
ure shows  excellent  care  and  attention.  On  the  southerly  side  is  a  small  plot 
about  twentN'-five  feet  square  also  enclosed  by  an  iron  fence,  but  with  up 
indications  of  burials  within  it. 

The  earliest  death  indicated,  and  the  one  doubtless  which  caused  the  little 
graveyard  to  be  made,  is  that  of  a  son  of  Mr.  Carpenter,  upon  whose  tiny 
stone  is  this  inscription  :  '•  Within  this  peaceful  asylum  repose  the  remains  of 
Asa  C.  son  of  John  Carpenter  and  Nancy  his  wife,  who  died  March  1,  1816, 
aged  4:  years  and  6  months."  Close  beside  are  the  stones  to  John  Car- 
penter himself,  who  died  May  18,  1851,  in  his  seventy-eighth  year,  and  to 
his  wife,  who  died  April  20,  1863,  aged  eighty-thi-ee  years  and  six  months. 
Namon  B.  Carpenter,  Sylvia  his  wife,  Delia  Maria  a  very  young  daughter, 
and  an  infant  daughter  unnamed  form  another  group  of  those  buried  here  ; 
and  near  by  is  a  granite  monument,  erected  in  1868,  on  which  is  an  inscrip- 
tion to  W.  H.  Carpenter,  who  died  in  1888  at  the  age  of  seventy-four,  and  his 
wife  Hannah,  who  died  in  1867  aged  forty-seven.  Cynthia  B.,  wife  of  Joseph 
B.  Carpenter,  died  at  the  early  age  of  '•  23  years";  and  Susan  C,  wife  of 
John  B.  Carpenter,  and  her  little  boy  of  nine  lie  side  by  side.  Another 
group  of  stones  are  raised  to  Noah  A.,  Abby  his  wife,  and  their  son  Henry 
Albert  Carpenter.  David  Brown,  who  died  October  18,  1849,  aged  ninety- 
three,  Chloe,  his  wife,  who  died  January  25,  1848,  aged  eighty-seven,  and  one 
Lydia  Brown,  who  died  December  1,  1856,  in  her  sixty-eighth  year,  are  the 
only  persons  of  a  different  name  buried  here.  The  latest  inscription  is  that 
of  ••  Cynthia  A.  Cargill  wife  of  Lewis  S.  Carpenter,  Born  Feb.  18,  1819, 
Died  July  21,  1890."  Beside  hers  is  the  husband's  stone  and  exactly  like  it, 
on  which  is  inscribed  ''Lewis  S.  Carpenter,  Born  Ma}- ^2,  1817."  It  is 
pleasant  to  mention  a  family  burial  yard  where  the  highest  respect  to  their 
dead  is  shown  by  the  living  members  in  a  careful  preservation  of  all  memo- 
rials and  a  constant  attention  to  the  ground  made  sacred  to  them  as  the  rest- 
ing-place of  many  of  their  loved  ones  ;  and  it  is  especially  pleasant  to  note 
one  is  so  pretty  a  spot  surrounded  by  some  of  the  most  attractive  scenery  in 
the  entire  old  town. 

About  a  hundred  years  ago  a  little  plot  of  ground  on  the  farm  of  Nathan 
Bolkcom.  on  Cutting's  plain,  began  to  be  used  as  a  burial  place.  It  is  just 
south  of  the  house  of  the  late  Lorenzo  Morse,  on  the  west  side  of  the  road, 
and  perhaps  five  or  six  hundred  feet  back  from  it.  The  space  is  about  fifty 
feet  square  and  is  on  the  summit  of  a  little  knoll.  It  was  formerly  walled 
in,  and  I'emnants  of  the  wall  still  remain  on  two  sides,  the  other  two  being 
bounded  by  a  rail  fence.  The  place  is  wholly  given  over  to  the  growths  of 
nature,  is  now  only  a  bit  of  wild  woods.     The  araves  are  niostlv  leveled  to 
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the  surface,  scarcely  more  than  six  or  eight  indications  of  mounds  beiug 
visible.  Two  rough,  unlettered  stones,  no  doubt  marking  the  head  and  foot 
of  a  grave,  are  standing  :  in  another  place  a  single  stone,  and  in  still  another 
a  small  bowlder,  which  may  also  have  been  a  grave-mark.  Only  three  inscrip- 
tions are  to  be  found.  On  a  piece  of  stone  lying  on  the  ground  can  be  read, 
''  Mrs.  Hannah  Hall,  -^t.  55."  The  stone  is  so  narrow  that  only  one  word 
could  be  cut  on  a  line,  and  the  lower  part  of  it,  still  embedded  in  the  ground, 
crumbled  into  fragments  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  raise  it,  so  the  remain- 
der of  the  inscription  could  not  be  ascertained.  This  Mrs.  Hall,  wife  of 
iLphraim  Hall,  is  thought  to  be  the  first  person  buried  here. 
The  second  inscription  reads  :  — 

Chloe 

Bolkcom  ilipil 

Feb.  13.  1804 

in  the  2Ttb  year 

of  her  age. 

I  turn  to  dust  as  here  you  see, 

Prepare  in  time  to  follow  me. 

One  Ilaniiali  I)olkcom  was  buried  here,  and  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
little  yard  a  pair  of  twins  and  another  young  child  of  the  same  name.  The 
third  inscription  is  as  follows  :  — 

In  memory  of 

Mr.  Manning  li.  Wiglit, 

who  died  March  i),  1829 

in  the  •22d  year  of  his  age. 

The  only  son  of  Simon  ,^-  fluldah 

Wight. 

Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  J.ortl. 

An  unlettered  stone  marks  the  foot  of  this  grave.  Sally  Wight,  sister  to 
the  above,  Huldah  Wight,  Nathan  Bolkcom  and  Sarah,  his  wife,  were  biuieil 
here,  and  Betsy  Bolkcom,  the  latter  the  last  to  be  interred,  and  about  forty 
or  fifty  years  ago.  The  most  of  the  facts  relating  to  this  spot  were  obtained 
from  Mrs.  Morse,  widow  of  the  late  Lorenzo  Morse  and  granddaughter  of 
Nathan  Bolkcom.  Tiie  only  other  burial,  so  far  as  recalled,  was  that  of  an 
infant  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morse,  who  died  .lanuary  .S,  18.'V,>,  at  the  age 
of  14  months  and  li  days,  in  tlie  midst  of  a  storm  so  severe  as  to  render  it 
impossible  to  get  to  tiie  cemetery  where  other  members  of  the  family  are 
buried.  Stones  were  erected  to  nearly  if  not  (piite  all  who  were  biuiiMl  here, 
but  all  excepting  tiiose  mentioned  have  entirely  disaj)peare(l  and  piohablv 
by  l)eing  destroyed,  for  wlicn  the  w:ill  w;is  biokcn  down  tlu-v  l»i'gan  to  sliaie 
its  fate. 

Tiiis  vicinity  is  tlie  ancient  settling-place  of  (lie  Holkcoms.  Of  the  tluee 
Virothers  who  came  early  to  this  country,  one  settled  here,  and  large  (juanlitles 
of    land    were  cleared  in  time  liv   nicmbers  of    the  family  wh<j  once  owned 
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"down  to  the  Fisher  neighborhood."  One  of  them  worked  for  others  at  this 
occupation,  and  was  paid  in  land,  one  acre  for  one  day's  work.  Nathan 
Bolkcom,  when  he  was  a  young  man,  conchuled  he  would  go  away  from  home 
to  seek  his  fortune,  which  he  apparently  soon  found  and  brought  back  with 
him  in  the  form  of  a  wife,  Sarah,  — well-named  Jewell,  — of  Haverhill.  She 
came  to  town  with  her  husband  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  and  lived  to  be 
ninety-four,  in  all  those  seventy  years  returning  but  twice  to  her  native  town. 
The  women  of  those  days  did  their  full  share  in  the  pioneer  work  in  which 
the  men  were  engaged  and  found  enough  to  occupy  their  minds  and  hands  in 
the  daily  duties  of  their  humble  homes.  They  had  no  unhealthy  craving  for 
publicity  and  the  so-called  necessary  "  wider  sphere,"  but  were  content  to 
spend  and  be  spent  in  the  place  where  their  lot  was  cast.  It  is  a  pity  that 
this  woman  who  was  crowned  with  almost  a  hundred  years  of  life  should 
have  no  lasting  memorial  tablet  inscribed  with  some  tribute  to  her  deeds  and 
virtues. 

In  the  village  of  Briggsville,  a  few  rods  from  Mr.  Vickery's  store,  toward 
the  Rehoboth  line,  on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  is  a  very  ancient  burial 
place.  One  enters  a  cart-path  leading  into  the  woods,  follows  it  a  short  dis- 
tance, and  then,  turning  to  the  right,  scrambles  through  a  thicket  of  low 
bushes  or  scrub  oaks,  filled  with  brambles  and  briers,  and  presently  in  its 
very  midst  comes  upon  a  spot  covered  with  cypress  and  finds  here  and  there 
signs  of  graves.  A  solitary  footstone  with  a  few  scarcely  traceable  letters 
inscribed  upon  it  appears,  and,  looking  about,  the  headstone  comes  into  view, 
with  another  alongside  containing  a  few  readable  words.  Peering  about  and 
parting  the  branches,  one  finds  a  group  of  graves,  one  or  two  upright  stones, 
partly  visible,  and  again,  almost  hidden  by  bushes,  in  a  tangle  of  wild 
vines  and  perhaps  half-buried  by  the  accumulations  of  the  passing  years, 
another  group  of  two  or  three  with  headstones.  In  a  space  covering  a  few 
rods  either  wav  there  are  evidences  of  probably  quite  thirty  burials,  their 
places  all  more  or  less  readily  determined  by  piles  of  small  stones,  of  the 
dimensions  of  mounds,  over  the  bodies  of  adults,  which  remind  one  of  the 
far  Western  custom  of  covering  freshly  made  graves  in  that  manner,  to  pre- 
vent the  depredations  of  wild  animals.  Traces  of  rows  are  clear,  but  they 
are  not  on  a  line  with  either  the  road  or  the  path.  The  spot  was  perhaps  in 
the  early  days  an  attractive  one,  shaded  with  great  trees  and  surrounded  bv 
the  primeval  forest,  through  whose  midst  the  lonely  highway  ran  ;  but  it  is 
now  scores  of  years  since  it  was  wholly  abandoned  to  neglect  and  decay,  for, 
as  our  informant  told  us,  "  The  second  growth  of  timber  is  growing  over  the 
place."  The  little  yard  may  originally  have  contained  about  a  hundred  feet 
square,  for  the  graves  now  visible  are  all  within  that  amount  of  space.  It 
is  elevated  slightly  above  both  the  road  and  path  and  slopes  a  little  on  the 
other  two  sides,  but  there  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  of  its  ever  having  been 


762  A   SKETCH  OF   THE 

enclosed  by  wall  or  fence.  \'erv  little  eoiild  be  ascertained  regarding  it,  for, 
while  ninnbers  know  of  its  existence  as  u  former  l)urial  j)lace,  no  one  appears 
to  know  anything  abont  its  origin  as  snch,  and  no  interments  have  been  made 
within  the  remembrance  of  even  elderly  people.  It  is  the  propertj'  of  Mr. 
Joseph  L.  Wetherell,  of  Briggsville.  and  he  has  no  recollection  of  its  men- 
tion in  any  deeds  relating  to  the  sui-ronnding  laud.  If  therefore  it  was  ever 
formally  set  ajjart.  tiie  fact  has  apparently  been  forgotten. 

Very  few  stones  are  to  be  found  at  the  present  time,  and  those  still  stand- 
ing will  soon  disappear  if  left  alone.  Possibly  some  might  be  found  by 
digging  beneatli  the  surface,  though  attempts  made  in  tliat  direction  have  met 
with  no  result ;  either  therefore  there  were  none  erected  at  many  of  the 
graves,  or  they  have  been  totally  destroyed.  Those  found  are  all  of  black 
slate,  the  majority  ornamented  with  cherubs'  faces,  some  of  \vhich  are  very 
peculiar  in  their  expression ;  one  can  almost  see  depicted  disgust  at  their 
forlorn  surroundings  or  discouragement  over  their  melancholy  fate.  Some 
twelve  or  fourteen  stones  were  discovered  and  their  inscriptions  copied.  The 
most  ancient  one  is  to  "  Mr.  John  Titus  who  departed  this  life  Oct.  9,  ITo'i, 
in  his  30th  Year."  There  are  graves  beside  his,  which  are  perhaps  those 
of  his  parents,  though  there  is  nothing  to  verify  the  conjecture.  He  may 
have  been  of  the  family  of  Robert  Titus,  some  of  whose  descendants  are 
living  in  the  East  village  to-day,  one  of  them,  Mrs.  J.  O.  Tiffany,  daughter 
of  the  late  Josepii  French,  a  great-granddaughter,  and  Mr.  J.  L.  Sweet,  a 
great-great-grandson.  There  are  a  footstoue  with  no  lettering  on  it,  a  large 
stone  with  the  letters  "A.  I)."  and  "  Died  in  1743,"  and  a  broken  one  with 
"A.  D."  only  traceable.  The  family  of  the  deceased  nmst  have  carved 
these  inscriptions  as  a  matter  of  "  saving,"  for  the  letters  are  only  slightly 
cut  and  are  queerly  arranged,  resembling  in  form  those  of  the  first  attempts 
of  a  child  learning  to  print. 

Several  members  of  the  French  family  were;  bui'ied  here.  On  the  stone  of 
one,  "•Daniel  I-'rench  "  anil  '•174.'i"  only  could  l)e  read;  on  another,  ".Mr 
Tliomas  FrcMich  died  June  y*^^  3,  171(1  in  y""  r)0"'  year  of  his  age"  ;  and  on  still 
another,  the  full  inscription,  "  In  Memory  of  M'  Christoi)lier  French  wjjo 
died  .lulv  17.  17.'>.'»  in  his  81"  year,"  apparently:  on  another  stone,  "Mr 
Israel  Heed  jini.  wlif)  flicfl  Sept.  ye  i^G,  17.")<i,  in  ye  2.'»  y»'ar  of  iiis  age  "  ;  and 
tiie  footstone  slK)wing  the  name  and  year  of  death  is  staniling.  The  two 
liest  preserved  stones  are  inscribe(l  as  follows  :  — 

III  Jliiiiorv  ol  III  Miiniirv   ot 

LmiiiccIi  niiiinlin  I!:ii'lii;i  wiilosv  ol   Mr. 

III!  ilicti  Miiri-li  yt'  L:iiiii>ch  Hliiiulin.  who 

'i-i'i   ITT4  ill  yi*  51-'  liifil  Kcii.  'JSH'  ISI-J 

yriir  of  his  in  llir  S.')'!'  y<':ir  of 

\<^e.  Iicr  Mire. 

'I'll,.  f,„,\^\,,]u'^  'it   lh.'-.f  'jry.wf-  are  liolli  intact. 
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Six  stoues  bear  the  name  of  Wilraarth,  and  the  inscriptions  are  all  trace- 
able without  much  ditHculty.  The}- are  as  follows:  "In  Memory  of  Lieut. 
Daniel  Willmarth,  he  Died  Feb.  17th  1769  in  the  54th  year  of  his  age."  A 
part  of  his  footstoiie  still  remains. 

In  Memory  of  In  Memory  of 

Mr.  -Jonathau  Bulah  Willmarth 

Wilmarth  Ilclict  of  M"- 

who  died  Sep  .lonathaii  Willmarth 

temlter  ye  14  Dec'd  Feby  14th 

1756  in  ye  67th  1770  in  ye  79th 

Year  of  hi.s  Year  of  her  Age. 
Age. 

Both  footstones  with  names  and  dates  on  them  are  at  these  graves. 

In  Memory  of 

Jonathan  Willmarth 

.Juu.  Dec'd  April  y*^  20 

1752  in  ye  26th  Year  of 

his  Age. 

Remember  me  as  you  pas.<  by 
For  as  you  are  so  once  was  I 
And  as  I  am  so  must  you  be 
•  Therefore  prepare  to  follow  me. 

The  stones  erected  to  "  Capt.  Moses  Willmarth,"  who  "  died  Nov.  16,  1799 
in  his  68th  Year,"  and  to  his  wife,  ''Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wilmarth,"  who  "  died 
Sept.  24  1814  in  her  82d  year,"  are  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.  He 
was  the  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Joseph  H.  Lincoln  and  was  probably  the 
Revolutionary  captain.  The  old  homestead  of  this  branch  of  the  family  is 
on  what  is  now  Horn  Street,  near  the  schoolhouse.  With  its  ancient,  well- 
kept  house,  with  long,  low-sloping  roof,  generous  barn,  and  yard  with  beauti- 
ful elms,  it  is  a  noticeable  place,  one  of  peculiar  New  England  attractiveness. 
Wilmarths  settled  very  early  in  this  part  of  the  town,  and  from  them  are 
descended  many  if  not  all  of  the  name  and  connection  now  in  town. 
Frenches  have  also  been  in  this  vicinity  for  many  years,  and  as  those  are  the 
names  most  numerous  in  the  little  graveyard,  the  families  being  formerlv, 
perhaps,  as  in  later  years  connected,  it  seems  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
members  of  one  or  both  may  have  put  aside  the  land  for  a  family  or  neigh- 
borhood burial  ground,  though  possibly,  as  a  Titus  was,  so  far  as  now  known, 
the  first  to  be  buried  in  it,  that  famiW  may  have  devoted  it  to  such  uses. 
The  matter  is  entirely  one  of  conjecture. 

It  is  always  sad  to  see  a  spot  which  has  been  set  apart  as  a  resting-place 
for  the  dead  in  any  way  neglected  or  disturbed,  even  when  its  purpose  remains 
clearh^  visible  ;  but  it  is  sadder  still  to  find  one  like  this  totallv  abandoned 
and  allowed  to  return  wholly  unrestrained  to  its  original  state,  a  natural 
forest.  It  would  seem  as  if  enough  persons  could  be  found  among  the 
descendants  of  these  early  dead  and  those  interested  in  the  commencement 
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of  the  historv  of  our  town,  to  do  the  work  necessary  to  rescue  from  utter 
oblivion  this  small  piece  of  sacred  ground  and  to  preserve  the  few  scattered 
relics  of  some  of  the  fathers  yet  remaining  here,  before  a  final  ''too  late" 
is  said. 

So  far  as  known  to  the  Editor  those  mentioned   comprise  all  the   burial 
places  both  public  and  private  in  town. 
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CHAPTER  XX 11. 

TOPOGRAPHY. DESCRIPTION    OF    ATTLEBOROUGH,  ENGLAND. EARLY    CONDITION 

OF    THE    COUNTRY,    ETC. 

A  TTLEBOROUGH  is  cue  of  the  ancient  towns  of  the  Commonwealth, 
i\  incorporated  as  has  been  seen  in  1G94,  and  at  that  time  comprising 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Cumberland,  R.  I.  It  was  the  northwest  corner  of 
the  Old  Colony  and  included  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of  country.  Within 
those  former  limits  there  is  now  a  population  probably  of  nearly  if  not  quite 
twentj'^-five  thousand  people,  engaged  in  a  great  variety  of  employments. 
The  town  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Wrentham,  on  the  east  by  Mansfield  and 
Norton,  on  the  south  by  Rehoboth,  Seekonk,  and  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  and  on 
the  west  by  Cumberland,  R.  I.  The  latitude  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Church  is  41°  56'  42.55",  and  the  longitude  71°  17'  16.86".  The  area  by 
actual  survey  is  reported  as  45^^^^^  square  miles,  or  29,331  acres,  and  is 
among  the  largest  towns  in  the  State  in  size.  The  general  surface  is  level, 
more  generally  so  than  the  majority  of  the  towns  in  the  State,  though  in  some 
sections  it  is  diversified.  The  westerly  and  northwesterly  portions  are  more 
hilly  and  uneven  than  the  eastern.  Of  the  latter  it  has  been  said  :  "It  ma}' 
be  stated,  as  an  illustration  of  the  horizontal  surface  of  this  section,  that  the 
railroad  passes  through  it,  17  miles  from  Foxborough,  south  36  degrees  west, 
in  an  exactly  straight  line  to  the  last  crossing  of  the  Ten  Mile  River,  near  the 
cove  in  Seekonk ;  and  in  the  whole  distance  very  little  excavation  or  bank 
filling  was  required.  At  the  crossing  of  the  road  leading  from  East  Attlebor- 
ough  to  Foxborough,  east  side  of  Bungay  Swamp,  it  is  125  feet  above  high 
water  mark  at  Providence,  and  129  above  that  of  Boston.  From  thence, 
southerly,  it  falls  5.86  feet  per  mile.  At  the  station  near  the  meeting-house, 
it  is  123  feet  above  high  water,  and  the  inclination  is  8.97  feet  per  mile.  The 
grade  of  the  road  where  it  crosses  the  river,  near  the  Dodgeville  factory,  is 
108.33  feet,  and  the  lowest  bed  of  the  river  85.41  feet  above  high  water."  ^ 

There  are  no  very  high  hills  in  the  town.  Ten  Mile  Hill,  or  as  it  is  now 
called  Mount  Hope  Hill,  is  the  highest,  and  its  most  elevated  part  "  is  said  to 
be  the  highest  land  in  Bristol  county."  That  region  was  quite  famous  in  the 
days  of  Indian  warfare,  and  incidents  connected  with  it  have  been  mentioned 
previously.  The  views  from  this  hill  are  quite  extensive  and  very  pretty  in 
several  directions.  This  is  especially  true  of  that  view  which  meets  the  eye 
looking  westward  from  the  summit.     At  the  foot  of  the  hill  lies  the  village  of 


1  See  Sanitary  Survey  of  Attleborough,  published  1850. 
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North  Attleborough,  quite  embowered  in  its  iiiyriiuls  of  beuutifiil  shade  trees, 
with  here  and  there  a  roof  or  ehimney  peeping  above  them  or  a  church  spire 
pointing  heavenward,  while  beyond  the  plain  is  dotted  with  thrifty  farms  and 
comfortable  homesteads,  and  in  the  far  background  stretch  the  gently  sloping 
Cumberland  hills.  The  harsh  lines  of  the  manufactories  are  toned  down  liy  the 
graceful  environment  of  vivid,  changing  green  or  the  flaming  brilliancy  with 
which  autumn  surrounds  us  ;  one  is  beyond  the  sound  of  the  roaring  and  rum- 
bling of  engine  and  wheel,  and  for  the  moment  the  busy,  bustling  place  liecomes 
to  the  vision  that  ever  picturesque  and  charming  spot,  the  peaceful,  rural  New 
England  village  of  a  half-centiiry  or  more  ago.  Oak  Hill  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  town  is  only  a  slight  elevation,  but  as  it  rises  abruptly  from  a  level  plain 
it  is  visible  from  consideraljle  distances  in  various  parts  of  the  town  and  even 
beyond  its  limits.  East  of  the  village  of  Attleborough  there  is  a  somewhat 
curious  hilly  formation,  —  that  over  which  the  Kehoboth  carriage  road  passes, 
—  a  ridge  of  land,  in  most  places  onh'  wide  enough  for  the  road,  rising  quite 
abruptly  from  the  level  on  either  side.  This  is  appropriateh^  called  the  Ridge 
Hill.  Its  elevation  is  also  slight,  but  the  surrounding  territory  is  so  flat  that 
an  extended  view  is  obtained  toward  the  south  and  west.  At  one  place  the 
village,  with  its  group  of  factories,  its  spires  and  towers,  seen  through  the 
haze  of  a  summer  afternoon,  looks  like  a  section  of  a  great  city  and  as  if  the 
next  turn  would  bring  into  sight  the  whole  wide  teeming  area.  But  the 
vision  fades  with  a  glance  and  one  scarce  has  a  glimpse  even  of  the  village 
again  until  its  midst  is  nearly  reached.  Rattlesnake  Hill  and  Red  Rock  Hill 
near  South  Attleborough  are  worthy  of  mention  with  the  other  eminences. 
The  latter  is  part  of  a  continuous  range  or  ridge  running  through  the  westerly 
part  of  the  territory  from  northeast  to  southwest  in  its  general  course  until  it 
terminates  at  the  Blackstone  River. 

The  rock  jutting  out  from  this  ridgt'  and  exposed  to  view  presents  a  deep 
and  rather  dark  red  color,  which  indicates  the  i)resence  of  iron  (u-e  in  the  soil 
and  was  caused  doubtless  by  the  subjection  of  the  earth  in  past  ages  to  a 
high  degree  of  heat.  This  rock  gradually  crumbles  to  dust  on  exposme  to 
the  atmospliere,  and  in  sudden  lains  dull-colored  streams  ai'e  formed,  which 
flow  <l(Mvn  the  sides  of  the  elevation  and  over  the  roads  in  all  directions,  dyt-- 
ing  the  adjacent  soil  with  its  own  hue.  In  the  Sanitary  Survey  aliove  referred 
to  tliis  ridge  is  called  "  a  strata  of  graywacke  conirhnnerate  soil,  of  the  red 
slaty  variety,"  and  Red  Rock  Hill  -"is  coniprisecl  idinosl  entirely  of  this 
variety.  It  is  fre<pienlly  mixed  with  otliei-  varieties;  and  I'rofi'ssor  Hitcii- 
cock  '  supposes  that  '  IhmIs  of  limestone,  enf)Ugli  to  be  worked,  may  be  discov- 
ered."     Some  parts  contain   '.>\J'>   per  cent,  of  carlionate  of   lime;   sometimes 


'  Dr.  Hltrhcock,  formerly  n  profcHHor  at  AinliurHt,  wlio  l8  qiiotoil  aliovc,  Hiiff)ri-Ktc<l  a  Kcologlrul 
BUrvey  of  UiIh  StaU-,  the  tlrnl  of  a  loiiK  kctU-h  In  tlie  Uiillol  SUitfH  ami  nit-o  "the  llrKt  niirvey  of  an 
entire  Slate  nmler  the  aiitlmrlty  of  Koverninent  In  the  wiirM." 
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26.8  per  cent,  of  alumina  ;  •  and  being  often  intermixed  with  red  slate,  it 
would  form  when  polished,  a  beautiful  marble,  if  masses  large  enough  could 
be  obtained.'"  In  many  places  this  range  obtains  some  considerable  eleva- 
tion, in  others  is  depressed  to  the  level  of  the  adjoining  surface,  as  if  worn 
away  by  the  corrosions  of  time,  but  its  soil  preserves  everywhere  the  same 
color.  Otherwise  the  prevailing  rock  in  the  town  is  generally  conglomerate, 
or  pudding-stone,  Avith  only  an  uufrequent  small  ledge  of  granite.  The 
southern  portion  of  the  town  has  a  light,  sandy  soil  and  includes  an  extension 
of  Seekonk  Plain,  which  it  is  believed  by  geologists  was  once  covered  by 
the  sea. 

The  general  growth  of  timber  is  oak,  —  white,  red,  black,  and  yellow, — 
walnut,  birch,  white  pine  and  black ;  the  lowlands  include  maple,  birch, 
beech,  some  ash,  elm,  chestnut,  and  cedar.  Scattered  here  and  there  all 
over  the  town  are  many  beautiful  elms,  some  of  them  very  large  and  some 
very  old  ;  again  and  again  these  may  be  seen  throwing  their  long  pendent 
branches  in  a  graceful  and  protecting  manner  over  old  homesteads,  as  if 
expressing  a  desire  to  defend  them  from  the  destroying  hand  of  man  and 
from  the  ravages  of  time.  Maples,  which  grow  rapidly  and  luxuriantly,  are 
much  planted  for  shade  trees,  and  in  some  of  the  village  streets  their  broad- 
spreading  branches  have  intertwined  and  in  the  summer  time  form  beautiful 
arches  of  dense,  green  foliage  overhead. 

There  are  indications  of  coal  in  some  parts  of  the  town  ;  these  extend 
from  Foxborough  through  Mansfield,  Attleborough,  and  Cumberland.  The 
coal  is  of  the  anthracite  variety  and  was  mined  in  Cumberland  about  1830 
and  used  to  some  extent.  Shafts  were  sunk  in  Mansfield  many  years  ago, 
and  in  later  years  boring  was  again  tried,  but  the  layers  reached  were  found 
to  be  too  thin  for  profitable  mining.  A  deeper  penetration  beneath  the 
surface  might  perhaps  discover  a  more  abundant  supply,  should  the  demand 
ever  make  further  attempts  in  this  vicinity  a  necessity.  At  the  time  of  the 
settlement  of  the  town  the  surface  was  largely  covered  with  timber.  This 
was  principally  white  oak  of  a  large  growth  and  suitable  for  ship  building. 
Portions  of  the  low  lands  on  the  banks  of  the  streams  were  open  and 
produced  a  growth  of  wild  or  meadow  grass,  and  some  spots  had  been 
cleared  and  cultivated  by  the  Indians.  The  streams  abounded  in  fish  and  the 
forests  in  certain  species  of  game.  According  to  tradition  bears  and  rattle- 
snakes were  occasionally  found.  Rattlesnake  Brook  and  Rattlesnake  Hill, 
befoi'e  mentioned,  and  Bear  Swamp,  now  called  Bearcroft,  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  town,  are  names  preserved  to  the  present  time  and  would  seem 
to  confirm  the  tradition.  The  probable  origin  of  the  last-mentioned  name 
can  still  be  traced.  In  the  old  house  on  Pleasant  Street,  owned  by  the  late 
Jacob  Briggs,  there  lived  something  over  a  hundred  years  ago  one  Caleb 
Parmenter;  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Parraenter,  shot  a  bear  from  one  of  its 
west  windows.     The  animal  doubtless  came  from  the  woods  or  swamp  lying 
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adjacent  to  the  liouso,  ami  the  name  "iveu  to  tiie  region  would  seem  to  Ite  the 
natural  result  of  the  incident.  Fish  being  an  important  article  of  food 
among  the  natives,  they  had  a  number  of  fishing  stations  in  this  region,  such 
as  Waweepoonseag  (the  place  of  nets).  Little  Squisset  and  High  Squisset, 
Maraantapett,  Sinueehitecouet,  etc.  Their  rude  tools  and  stone  arrows,  axes, 
pestles,  mortars,  and  other  articles  have  frequently  been  found  and  are 
sometimes  to  this  day  in  plowing  the  grounds  they  once  occupied.'  The 
surface  of  the  land  in  Attleborough  is  similar  to  that  of  many  other  New 
England  towns,  diversified  in  its  scenery,  comprising  large  portions  of  fertile 
and  valuable  soil  and  other  portions  of  what  is  called  waste  land,  unimproved. 
Much  of  the  surface  which  has  not  been  subdued  or  cultivated  is  still 
covered  with  wood,  probably  more  than  one  third  of  the  whole.  There  are, 
as  formerly,  some  swamps  and  low  and  wet  lands,  but  a  large  part  of  the 
soil  consists  of  a  gravelly  and  sandy  loam.  There  is  uuich  good  agriculture 
in  the  town  and  al)undanee  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  which  find  a  readv 
market  in  the  different  manufacturing  villages. 

The  rivers  are  worthy  of  notice  not  so  much  for  their  size  as  for  the 
valuable  water  privileges  which  they  afford.  These  are  now  and,  since  some 
of  the  very  earliest  settlements  were  made,  have  been  used  for  manu- 
facturing purposes.  There  are  several  streams  of  water  in  the  town,  the 
principal  of  which  is  the  Ten  Mile  River.  This  name  was  given  to  it  very 
early,  though  it  would  seem  with  but  little  propriety.  It  has  its  source  ou 
the  farm  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Fuller,  in  the  southern  part  of  Wrentham, 
about  a  mile  from  the  Attleborough  line,  and,  running  in  a  generally  southerly 
direction  through  the  length  of  this  town  and  through  Seekouk,  empties  into 
Seekonk  Cove,  an  arm  of  Narragansett  Bay,  now  called  Seekonk  River.  Its 
length  in  this  town  is  some  thirteen  miles,  its  entire  length  twenty-five  miles. 
In  its  passage  through  the  town  it  falls  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
feet.  •'  In  an  average  current  it  discharges  about  oO  cubic  feet  of  water 
per  second."  Its  average  widtii  is  two  rods  and  a  half.  This  stream  is 
exceedingly  important  to  the  interests  of  the  town,  for  on  it  still  are  many 
of  our  principal  manufacturing  establishments.  There  are  witiiin  tlie  limits 
of  the  town  ten  falls  on  this  stream,  which  has  furnished  watei'-power  to 
many  of  the  factories,  to  small  cotton  mills,  saw  and  grist  mills,  etc.,  such 
as  were  scattered  over  Massachusetts  years  ago.  At  one  time  long  sine*' 
there  were  fifteen  of  these;  one  in  Wrentham,  ten  in  Attleltoroiigli,  and  four 
in  Seekonk.  To-day  tiiere  are,  no  doubt,  more  factories  in  numlier  along 
the  line  of  this  little  river  and  of  a  size  and  finish  to  astonish  the  log-l)nilt 
<£rist-mili  and  its  nide  successors  of   the  early  davs.      The  next  stream  in  size 


•  A  small  Htonc  nrrowliciid  wan  fomul  In  1889  on  tlie  farm  of  the  laic  author  of  this  work.  It  was 
ttirncd  up  Ity  the  plow  In  a  (Iclil  lyliiK  on  the  "  <  >l<l  Hay  Iloail  "  north  of  the  houne  and  wan  jrlven  by 
the  pre«ent  owner  of  tin-  farm  to  Maiur  K.  s.  Iloi-ton  Hn<l  may  lie  Meen  In  his  aiili<|uarlaii  collecUon. 
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is  Seven  Mile  Rivev.  This  "  traverses  the  westerly  part  of  the  town,  from 
north  to  south,"  and  unites  with  the  Ten  INIile  Kiver  a  little  above  Kent's 
factory  near  the  Pawtucket  line.  Its  entire  leugth  is  about  ten  miles,  "  and 
it  discharges  about  15  cubic  feet  a  second."  The  third  or  fourth  stream  in 
size  is  the  Bungay,  said  sometimes  to  have  been  pronounced  Bunr/a//,  accent 
on  the  last  syllable,  and  sometimes  Bungee.  This  has  its  source  in  the 
northerly  part  of  the  town  near  the  Mansfield  line,  a  little  below  the  Witch 
Pond,  and  after  a  journey  of  about  five  miles  over  an  unusually  level  bed 
falls  into  the  Ten  Mile  River  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  between  the 
Farmers  and  Mechanics  factories.  Originating  in  a  number  of  springs,  it 
is  an  unfailing  stream  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  but  its  current  is  sluggish 
and  it  discharges  only  ''  about  10  cubic  feet  per  second."  Another  small 
stream  called  Abbott's  Run  ^  rises  in  the  northeasterly  part  of  Cumberland 
and  crossing  the  line  several  times  between  that  town  and  this  empties  into 
the  Blackstone  River  just  below  Valley  Falls.  Its  length  is  about  four  miles. 
There  are  two  or  three  other  streams  which  have  been  deemed  worthy  of 
names :  Four  Mile  Brook,  about  three  and  a  half  miles  long,  and  Chartley 
Brook,  three  miles  long,  while  a  tiny  stream,  which  runs  quietly  along  for 
some  distance  through  fields  and  meadows  and  crosses  the  road  not  far  from 
the  Agricultural  Association  grounds,  was  called  Rattlesnake  Brook. 

There  are  no  natural  ponds  of  any  considerable  size  in  town,  but  numbers 
of  artificial  ones  have  been  formed  by  the  construction  of  dams  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  maiiufactories  in  various  places,  and  among  these  are 
several  which  may  justly  be  called  very  pretty.  First  in  point  of  size  and 
beauty  is  the  Falls  Pond,  which  is  divided  into  two  portions  by  a  carriage 
road,  and  which  to  the  casual  observer  at  least  presents  most  of  the  features 
of  a  picturesque  natural  lake,  while  the  "  Reservoir "  if  not  so  familiar 
would  seem  to  us  an  attractive  body  of  water,  for  it  is  in  miniature  like 
many  a  wild  mountain  lake,  which  people  have  traveled  miles  to  see.  There 
are  several  low  swamps  or  meadows  in  town  of  a  greater  or  less  extent,  of 
which  the  most  considerable  is  the  "  Bungay  Great  Swamp,"  as  it  is  called  in 
some  of  the  ancient  deeds,  or  sometimes  the  "  Cedar  Swamp."  It  lies  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  and  extends  from  the  village  of  Attleborough  to  the 
reservoir.  Near  the  sources  of  the  Bungay  is  a  pond  which  was  originall}'^ 
separate,  but  is  now  connected  with  the  reservoir  by  the  cutting  many  years 
ago,  in  1833,  of  a  channel  from  it  to  the  head  of  the  stream.  It  is  called 
"  Witch  Pond  "  and  is  an  extensive  quagmire,  including  about  fifteen  acres, 
only  a  small  part  of  which  is  covered  with  water.  It  is  rather  singular  in  its 
appearance  and  may  be  justly  considered  a  curiosity.     A  hard  bottom  has 


'  Said  to  liave  derived  its  name  from  one  Abbott,  a  boy  who  was  drowned  there  in  the  early  settle- 
ment of  the  place.  It  is  supposed  by  some  that  the  Indian  name  of  the  place  was  Waweepoonseag, 
but  this  is  doubtful  conjecture. 
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never  been  discovered  in  :iiiy  part  of  it.  In  some  places  it  will  at  first  bear 
the  weight  of  a  man,  but  if  lie  stands  for  a  time  lie  will  tiradnally  sink  till  he 
is  unable  to  extricate  himself. 

The  topography  of  our  town  contains  nothing  very  peculiar,  as  has  been 
seen,  and  it  is  therefore  needless  to  enlarge  upon  it,  as  is  often  done  in  the 
sketches  of  towns.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  in  this  respect  it  is  similar  to  most 
towns  in  this  vicinity,  that  its  surface  presents  the  usual  diversity  of  hills 
and  vales,  that  its  soil  embraces  much  laud  that  is  poor  and  considerable  that 
is  good,  and  that  its  natural  and  agricultural  pioducts  are  the  same  as  those 
of  neighboring  towns.  It  has,  however,  one  peculiar  characteristic.  Vari- 
ous causes,  such  as  the  great  extent  of  territory,  the  location  of  mill  powers 
somewhat  widely  separated  on  the  same  or  on  se[)arate  rivers.  "  and  the 
genius  and  pursuits  of  industry  of  the  inhal)itants,"  generally  diffused  and 
not  confined  to  any  one  locality,  "  have  given  rise  to  several  consideralile 
villages  in  different  sections  of  the  town,  and  prevented  any  one  from 
becoming  a  common  centre  for  the  whole."  This  was  more  especially  true 
forty  years  ago  when  these  words  were  written,  but  subsequently,  as  is  well 
known,  there  came  to  be  two  large  and  thriving  riv,al  centres,  and  these 
became   each  the  leading  centre  of    its   town  when  the  division  was  made. 

Attleborough  derived  its  name  without  doubt  from  the  town  of  Attlebor- 
ough  in  Norfolk  County,  England.  Some  of  our  earlj'  inhabitants  emigrated 
to  this  country  from  that  region,  settling  at  first  in  several  different  places, 
but  finally  a  few  of  them  are  known  to  have  come  to  Rehoboth,  and,  after- 
wards becoming  interested  in  the  purchase  and  settlement  of  this  territory, 
there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  when  it  became  a  town  they  selected  and 
bestowed  the  name  in  remembrance  of  their  native  place.  This  origin  of  the 
name  is  confirmed  by  the  circumstance  that  in  the  English  town  thi-re  is  a 
river  called  Bungay,'  of  about  the  same  size  as  the  one  of  that  name  in  this 
town,  and  a  town  of  the  same  name,  Bungay,  is  in  I  hi'  near  vicinit)'.  One 
Thomas  Doggett  "^  came  to  this  country  from  Altleiiorough,  England,  and  he 
is  supposed  to  be  the  l)rotlier  of  John,  the  first''  nnci-stor  of  the  Daggetts 
of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  A  John  Sutton.'  with  his  wife  and  four 
children,  also  came  from  that  place.  Ilis  daughtei-.  Aiiiie,  inanied  .lohn 
Daggett,  a  son  of  that  John  who,  so  far  as  is  known,  was  the  liist  to  lay 
out    lands    :it     the    I''alls.''      It    is    therefore    l)oth    iiatiir;ii    mikI    icasouMlile    to 


'  See  Glolie  Eii<-yflo|):iM||;i,  "  itmiKay,"  p.  M\. 

2  Tliom.MH  DiiKKt-'tt,  iii^cil  llilrly  yuniv,  cxiiinlncd  for  a  ••.ertlMcnte  of  license  lo  emlirnite  ti«  New 
KiiKlaixl.  May  ri,  KB".    See  I)ruko'n  IlenearelieM,  p.  .V). 

•-■  He  went  (IrHt,  ii«  Iuib  been  ween,  to  Wuleiaown,  UiIh  Stiite,  and  llience  l<i  the  VIneyaril ;  ami  ilerTcinl- 
antf.  of  hlK  from  there  Bellied  In  liolli  UclMibolli  ami  IIiIh  town.  |  lle(  eni  reHeanli  does  not  conlirm 
thlH  Hupponerl  relatlonHhlp  of  ThonniH  anrl  .lolin.  —  Km  rou.  | 

«  He  i-anie  llrMt  to  HlnKliani  and  then  removed  to  Kelioboth,  where  he  was  as  early  as  II lib  mo. 

1644." 

".lohn  DotfjfeU,  or  D.'iKtfett,  wlm  nmrrlc-d  Anne  Sullon,  was  one  of  Ihe  orl^dnal  proprietors  of  the 
North  Purchase.     He  was  son  of  .lohn  the  llrsi,  of  VValertown.     Hi-  prohalily,  not  his  father,  was  the 
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decide  that  these  people,  with  probabl}^  others  from  the  same  vicinity  in  the 
old  country,  gave  its  name  to  our  town. 

The  derivation  of  the  name  is  "  At-le-burgh,"  meaning  at  the  borough, 
fort,  or  castle — ''  Atleburgh."  In  a  work  entitled  "  Bloomfield's  Norfolk," 
published  in  1739,  volume  i,  page  501,  may  be  found  the  following:  "•Atle- 
burgh. This  Place  without  doubt  hath  been  very  famous  in  early  Times  as 
all  the  Authors  that  speak  of  it  unanimously  agree."  The  author  then  goes 
on  to  say:  "I  think  the  present  name  shows  its  signification,  which,  it  will 
be  proper  to  observe  hath  suffered  but  little  change  from  the  time  of  the  Con- 
fessor to  this  day.  Atleburc.  —burg,  or  borough  is  the  same,  and  it  being 
certain  that  the  term  burg  or  borough  (as  we  now  pronounce  it)  alwa^'s  sig- 
nifies a  castle,  fort,  or  such  like  as  the  learned  Spelman  in  his  Icenia  justh^ 
observes,  we  may  conclude  that  it  was  called  At-le-burgh,  or  the  town  at  the 
burg,  or  the  borough  town  from  its  being  situated  by  an  ancient  burgh  or 
fortification  and  from  its  being  larger  and  of  more  repute  at  that  time  than  its 
neighbors."  According  to  one  John  Brame,  a  monk  of  Thetford,  who,  many 
years  before  the  writer  above  quoted,  wrote  a  history  of  that  region  :  "It  was 
sometime  not  only  a  city,  but  the  metropolis  of  all  Norfolk,  founded  by 
Atlinge.^  then  King  of  that  Province  in  order  to  oppose  Rond  King  of 
Theodford,  and  by  him  fortified  with  a  ditch,  wall,  four  gates  and  four 
towers ;  and  from  this  Atlinge  he  would  have  it  called  Atlinge's  Burgh  or 
Atleburgh."  Bloomfield  does  not,  however,  credit  that  story,  as  he  finds,  he 
says.  •'  no  appearance  or  remains  of  any  such  walls,  gates,  or  towers,"  and 
some  would,  he  is  sure,  have  remained  until  his  day  had  the  city  possessed 
such  considerable  fortifications.  He  therefore  considers  that  the  burgh  from 
which  the  name  came  was  a  fortification  of  hills  only,  such  forts  having  been 
made  during  some  of  the  early  invasions  of  that  portion  of  the  country  — 
its  low  and  fen  lands  having  no  natural  hills  to  be  fortified.  Still  another 
writer  thinks  that  the  town  was  formerly  called  Ethelingburgh,  "  because  it 
might  belong  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons  to  some  eminent  nobleman  of  that 
name,  who  was  nearly  related  to  the  Saxon  kings,  and  had  his  residence  here, 
being  induced  to  think  thus,  because  this  part  belonged  to  the  crown  till  the 
Conqueror's  time." 

The  real  date  of  the  founding  of  the  place  would  seem  to  be  shrouded  in 
more  or  less  mystei'y,  but  the  following  quaint  record,  quoted  by  Bloomfield 
from  some  "  ancient  book"  will  serve  to  show  that  its  foundations  were  laid 
at  a  very  eai'ly  period  in  England's  history  :  "In  the  Year  841,  Edmund,  Son 
of  Alkmund  King  of  Saxony,  was  born  at  Noremburg  in  Saxony,  of  Queen 
Suiara,  and  soon  after  it  happened  that  Offa,  King  of  the  East  Angles,  who 


one  who  lakl  out  lauds  at  the  Falls  (History  of  the  Doggett-Daggett  family,  by  Samuel  B.  Doggett, 
'published  IS94,  in  Boston). 

1  The  Editor  was  not  able  to  find  the  date  when  that  king  is  supposed  to  have  reigned,  but  it  was 
probably  not  many  centuries  after  the  Christian  era. 
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had  no  Heir,  passed  thro'  Saxony  on  his  journey  to  the  Holy  Land,  where  he 
•went  in  Pilgrimage  to  beseech  God,  to  give  him  an  Heir,  and  Calling  upon 
his  cousin  Alkmund,  he  adopted  Edmund  his  Son,  his  Heir,  and  then  hastened 
to  Jerusalem,  where  having  performed  his  Vows  he  returu'd,  but  in  his 
Return,  at  a  place  called  St.  George's  Arm,  he  was  taken  violently  111,  upon 
which  he  immediately  sent  for  his  Council,  appointed  Edmund  his  Successor, 
and  sent  him  liis  King  which  he  received  from  tlie  Bishop,  when  he  was  made 
King  of  the  East  Angles,  after  he  was  dead  the  Angles  went  to  the  King  of 
Saxony,  and  demanded  Edward  (Edmund)  his  Son,  and  received  him,  as 
Offa's  Successor,  and  hastening  Home,  they  landed  at  Hunstanston,  from 
whence  they  carried  him  to  the  autient  City  called  Atleburg,  where  he  lived 
a  whole  Year,  jnelding  himself  up  chiefly  to  Devotion,  here  he  perfected  what 
he  had  begun  in  Saxony,  namely  to  repeat  all  the  Psalms  without  a  Book, 
and  at  the  Year's  end,  he  went  to  Suffolk,"  etc.  The  present  situation  of 
the  village  or  "Town"  is  not  its  original  one.  Some  historians  conjecture 
that  the  removal  was  because  of  the  "  lowness  and  moistness  of  the  situa- 
tion," and  that  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  original  site  of  the  '•  autient 
City"  was  nearer  to  the  sea.  In  the  Norfolk  Domesday  l)ouk  tlie  "  Burgh" 
is  called  ''Attelburc  and  the  present  Town  is  called  the  Other  Attelburc." 
The  "Burgh,"  as  it  is  often  called,  was  "Head  of  the  Hundred,"'  and  so 
continued  until  its  removal,  or  "till  the  neighboring  castle  of  Bukenham  was 
built  after  the  Removal  of  the  Chief  of  the  Inhabitants  from  it  to  the  present 
situation  of  the  Town,  which  is  far  better  than  its  old  one  at  the  Burgh." 

All  the  records  show  that  Attleborough  was  formerly  a  city  of  considerable 
size  and  of  great  importance,  and  it  no  doubt  retained  its  privileges  and 
great  prosperity  through  a  number  of  centuries.  It  established  numerous 
manufactories  and  engaged  in  an  extensive  trade  with  the  surrounding 
country,  and  it  was  a  great  market  town.  In  the  far  back  olden  days  it  no 
doubt  had  its  great  castles,  which  were  maintained  with  all  the  rude  magnifi- 
cence and  barbaric  splendor  pertaining  to  the  great  warrior  barons  of  feudal 
times.  Among  these  was  the  once  famous  Bungay  Castle,  and  the  author 
conjectured  that  the  town  may  have  gained  some  at  least  of  its  former  dis- 
tinction from  being  the  situation  of  or  in  the  near  vicinity  to  this  grand 
baronial  residence.  Attleburgli  Manor  "  contained  the  third  part  of  Attle- 
burgh,  or  all  of  the  Other  Attleburgh,  or  the  whole  of  that  part  wIkmv  the 
present  Church  and  T<jwn  stands."  This  lu'longed  to  tlie  Mortinu'rs.-  a 
family  which  figured  promiiuMitly,  it  would   seiMU,  in  at   least  county   liistory 


■  Tlic  niiiiu*  fcivcii  In  Mome  purtH  of  KiikIhimI  to  llio  sulxllvisioiiH  of  u  hlilrc  iiiid  .><!il<l  tu  liavi'  bccMi  a 
DanlHli  (ippcllatlon  ailopted  by  Klnx  Allrcil  In  Mil. 

^  ]ly  some  tliU  family  appearH  to  lie  <'<infoiin<lc<l  wUh  thai  of  tlio  minu-  nanu-  a  nicniluT  of  which  In 
the  fourtt'L'nlh  century  was  created  Karl  of  Man-h,  ami  who  l.s  Mahl  to  have  hail  a  castle  here.  Thouc 
who  hr>re  that  title  were  not,  liowevur,  illHtlnKHlhhcil  inr  a>lvan<'lnK  such  cjiuues  hh  eilucnllon  ami  reli- 
gion, ab  were  the  ownurx  of  Attleburgh  Manor,  whi>  for  nianyjgciierntloiis  arc  mentioned  a-*  bene- 
factor** of  all  good  work«. 
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and  came  into  this  possession  "  very  early  if  not  in  the  time  of  the  Con- 
queror," with  whom  the  family,  of  French  extraction,  is  said  to  have  come 
into  England. 

The  founder  of  the  first  church  in  Attleborough  is  not  known,  but  one  Sir 
Wm.  de  Mortimer  made  the  first  alterations  and  previous  to  the  year  1297. 
In  1386  Sir  Robert  de  Mortimer,  knight,  "designed  the  foundation  of  a 
chantr}^  or  college  in  the  parish  church,  to  the  honor  of  the  exaltation  of  the 
holy  cross  ;  but  being  prevented  by  death,  his  executors  or  trustees  built  and 
endowed  the  same  for  a  master  or  warden  and  four  secular  priests,  about  the 
seventh  year  of  Henry  IV."  Sir  Robert  died  in  1387  and  was  buried  in  the 
church,  and  it  is  said  the  priests  were  to  sing  in  the  chapel  forever  for  his 
and  his  wife  Margery's  soul.  In  the  year  1402  the  estate  of  the  Mortimer 
family  was  divided,  and  this  manor,  thi-ough  marriages  probably  in  the 
female  line,  came  into  possession  of  the  Earls  of  Sussex, ^  a  familv  very 
familiar  in  later  English  history.  Many  famous  persons  it  is  said  have  been 
buried  in  the  church,  and  at  one  time  it  contained  many  monuments  of  the 
families  of  Mortimer,  Blickly,  and  Ratcliflfe.'^  Attached  to  the  church 
organization  were  what  were  called  ''The  Great"  and  "'The  Little  Rectorv 
Manor,"  the  former  containing  the  first  and  second,  and  the  latter  the  third 
part  of  the  town.  After  the  place  ceased  to  be  the  capital  of  Norfolk 
County,  it  was  divided  into  Attleburgh  Major  and  Attleburgh  Minor,  but  later 
these  were  again  united  under  one  name.  Some  turbulent  people  dwelt 
aforetime  within  the  confines  of  the  old  town,  for  an  insurrection  of  the 
common  people  against  the  gentry,  which  occurred  June  20,  1.549,  began  at 
Attleborough  and  other  places,  and  it  assumed  no  mean  proportions,  for 
the  insurgents  became  20,000  strong.  It  was  called  "Kitt's  rebellion."  The 
town  had  early  an  endowed  school  and  several  other  educational  institutions, 
and  an  ancient  •'  Gild  "  where  the  poor  were  relieved  is  mentioned.  Near  the 
town  are  the  remains  of  an  obelisk  erected  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Edward 
Rich,  who  in  1675  gave  £200  towards  the  formation  of  a  highway  between 
"  Attleburgh  "  and  Wymondham,  for  which  an  act  was  obtained  "  in  the 
seventh  year  of  AYm.  III."  "^  and  which  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  turnpike 


•Robert,  Earl  of  Sussex  in  time  of  Henry  VIII,  spoiled  portions  of  the  church  buiMing,  "  pulled 
up  many  fair,  marble  gi-avestones  of  his  ancestors  with  monuments  of  brass  upon  them,  and  other 
fair,  good  pavement,  and  carried  them  and  laid  them  for  floors,  in  his  hall,  kitchen  and  larder  house ;  " 
he  also  "got  14  crosses  and  as  much  town  plate  as  was  then  worth  100  1  from  the  church,"  by  that 
means  reducing  the  chancel  to  ruins.  The  old  recorder  very  justly  calls  him  "  of  a  covetous 
disposition." 

-  In  "  The  Burnham  Rolls"  was  found  the  following  amusing  record  :  "  In  Attleburgh  Church  lies 
the  famous  Captain  Gibbs  who  was  a  great  gamester  and  horse  racer  in  Charles  Il's  time,  and  of 
whom  tlie  gieatest  exploit  recorded  was  how  he  '  laid  a  wager  of  £500,  that  he  drove  his  light  chaise 
and  four  horses  up  and  down  the  deepest  part  of  the  Devil's  Ditch  on  Newmarket  Heath  ';  which  he 
performed  by  making  a  very  light  chaise  with  a  jointed  perch  and  without  any  pole,  to  the  surprise 
of  all  the  spectators." 

3  The  above  is  quoted  from  a  "  British  Gazetteer  "  published  in  18.52,  but  there  seems  to  be  an  error 
in  its  record.  Charles  II  was  king  of  England  in  1675,  and  according  to  Appleton's  Encyclopwdia  the 
first  turnpike  act  was  passed  in  that  year,  the  sixteenth  of  his  reign.  The  reign  of  William  III  did 
not  commence  till  1689.    The  fact  given  is  worthy  of  notice,  and  therefore  this  correction  is  made. 
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road  made  in  tlie  kingdom.  The  town  was  very  early  a  market  town  and  a 
place  for  holding  fairs.  In  i;UO  one  Constantine  Mortimer  had  a  charter  for 
a  yearly  fair  at  his  "  Manor  of  Atleburgh,"  and  np  to  within  a  recent  date 
fairs  were  held  there  on  the  Thnrsday  before  Easter,  the  Thursday  after  Holy 
Thursday,  and  the  fifteenth  of  August  for  cattle  and  toys,  while  the  I'egular 
weekly  market-day  was  Thursda}'.  The  once  prominent  city  has  now 
dwindled  to  a  small  village,  its  pristine  glory  has  departed,  its  beauties  have 
faded  and  gone,  and  api)arently  the  only  relics  of  the  famous  past  which  it 
now  retains  are  its  regular  market-days  and  annual  fairs,  wliicli  possibly  are 
still  great  occasions  to  the  small  tradespeople  and  the  farmers  of  the  sur- 
rounding region. 

There  is  a  great  natural  curiosity  not  far  from  the  town  which,  as  will  be 
seen,  is  not  inappropriately  mentioned  here.  It  is  the  Winfarthing  Oak. 
"This  gigantic  relic  of  the  sylvan  glories  of  'the  olden  time,'  stands  on 
the  estate  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,'  about  four  miles  from 
his  seat  of  Quiddenham  Hall,  Winfarthing,  in  the  midst  of  what  was  for- 
merly '  Winfarthing  Great  Park,'  anciently  a  royal  demesne,  belonging  to 
the  adjacent  palace  of  Kenning  Hall  Place,-  from  whence  Mary  of  unhappy 
memory,  was  called  to  the  throne  in  1558.  It  was  conjectured  that  this  tree 
must  have  been  in  existence  before  the  Christian  era,  and  is  probably  the 
oldest  oak  tree  in  the  world,  and  this  opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  fact  that 
notwithstanding  the  obvious  ravages  of  time  upon  its  massive  trunk,  yet  no 
perceptible  alteration  has  taken  place  within  the  last  sixtj'  years."  In  1820 
the  oak  was  seventy  feet  in  circumference  at  the  extremity  of  the  (visible) 
roots,  and  in  the  middle,  just  above  the  ground,  forty  feet.  "The  trunk  is 
completely  hollow,  the  heart  being  entirely  decayed,  and  the  inside  present- 
ing a  singular  appearance,  resembling  the  old,  rugged  masonry  belitting 
a  Druidical  temple.  It  is  fitted  up  inside  with  seats,  a  table,  etc.  Over  the 
door-way  entrance  is  placed  l)y  the  late  Mr.  Doggett,  many  years  since  the 
respecte«l  tenant  of  the  surrounding  farm,  a  })rass  plate  with  an  inscription 
soliciting  from  visitors  to  tlie  Oak  donations  for  the  Bible  Society." 

INSCItllTION    ON     IMi;    I'l.ATK. 

Ye  wlio  this  vcneraMi;  oak  survey, 

Whicli  .still  survives  tlimu^ii  niauy  a  stormy  day, 

Deposit  h(;ro  your  mite  with  williui;  hands. 

To  spread  in  foreijrn  <^linies,  tiiroui;!)  l'oreii,'ii  lauds. 

The  Sacred  Volume  so  <liviu«dy  j,'iveu 

Whose  puj,'es  teaih  the  narrow  way  to  Ih  a\(ii. 

hoLTiretl. 


■  He  wnH  one  of  llie  moHt  enllKlitened  ,iimI  lllieral-niinded  of  nolilcmen,  llic  advocate  of  lilicral 
piinclplex,  und  the  trleiid  of  America.  In  lsT4  lie  presented  an  orlKimil  portratl  oT  Wnshln^lon  to 
the  MasHrtehnsettH  Historical  Society  of  Itoston.  lie  was  a  wellknown  peer  of  Kn^land  and  for 
sometime  was  called  "'the  father  of  the  House  of  Lords."  He  riled  early  In  the  year  l.siti  at  the 
remarkahlc  age  of  aliout  ninety-two  years,  liuvln)f  "  seen  the  whole  of  the  nlnelccnili  cenlnry." 

'The  seat  of  the  Howards,  Dukes  of  Norfolk. 
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Oh  send  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth. 

King  David. 

May  every  subject  in  my  dominions  possess  a  Bible,  and  be  able  to  read  it. 

King  George  III.i 

In  the  summer  of  1884  the  Editor  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  Attle- 
borough,  Old  England,  no  doi;bt  the  first  among  the  descendants  of  its 
emigrants  (or  those  of  tlie  near  vicinity)  to  this  town  who  has  done  so. 
Certainly  its  ancient  glories  have  departed,  and  its  former  grandeur  is  but 
a  fast-fading  memory.  There  could  scarcely  be  a  greater  contrast  than 
exists  between  it  and  either  one  of  the  large,  central  villages  of  its  name- 
sake in  New  England  to-day.  Nothing  in  an  English  village  ever  seems  to 
look  new  and  fresh  ;  our  typical  white,  wooden  house,  with  its  green  blinds 
and  shading  elms,  or  the  gayly  painted  "Queen  Anne"  cottage  is  entirely 
unknown.  All  the  English  houses  are  built  of  brick  or  stone  or  sometimes 
of  a  combination  of  cobblestones  and  stucco,  and  even  in  the  process  of 
erection  they  look  old.  Everything  bears  the  stamp  of  accumulated  years  ; 
even  the  flowers  in  the  dooryards  and  gardens  seem  to  have  bloomed  and 
faded  and  bloomed  again  in  the  same  places  and  in  the  same  staid  and 
decorous  manner  for  many  succeeding  generations.  Still  the  time-worn 
look  never  degenerates  into  the  appearance  of  neglect,  everything  looks  trim 
and  thrifty,  order  and  cleanliness  prevail,  and  the  impression  that  the  old 
age  is  a  hale,  hearty,  and  cheerful  one  is  unmistakable. 

Attleborough  has  a  railroad,  but  running  so  far  outside  the  village  that 
within  its  precincts  the  rush  of  the  trains  can  scarcely  be  heard.  We  saw 
no  traces  of  manufacturing  ;  no  hum  of  business  or  rustle  of  trade  reached 
our  ears  ;  hardly  a  person,  either  man,  woman,  or  child,  was  to  be  seen  in  the 
street ;  even  the  unusual  appearance  of  strangers  evidently  from  afar  aroused 
no  manifestation  of  curiosity,  for  the  entire  place  continued  during  our  stay 
to  be  as  quiet  as  if  the  most  rigid,  puritanical  Sabbath  had  suddenly  settled 
down  upon  it.  It  is  a  rambling,  straggling  sort  of  village  of  possibly  two 
to  three  thousand  inhabitants,^  with  one  long,  winding  street  through  the 
centre,  lined  on  either  side  with  low  buildings,  none  exceeding  two  stories  in 
height.  Within  the  length  of  two  or  three  ordinary  city  blocks  we  counted 
twelve  or  fifteen  public  houses,  conclusive  proof  that  market-days  must  still 
be  in  vogue,  when  bountiful  refreshment  is  needed  both  by  man  and  beast, 
and  showing  that  this  is  no  doubt  amply  provided,  so  far  at  least  as  liquids 
are   concerned,  for  each   "public"   was  licensed  to  sell   "beer,   wine,  and 


iThe  book  from  which  this  description  was  taken  is  entitled  "  Nooks  and  Corners  of  Old  England," 
not  a  recent  publication. 

=  Thi8  surmise  has  since  been  proved  to  be  nearly  correct.  In  1849  the  population  of  the  town  was 
estimated  to  be  2,252.  Jt  contained  372  houses.  Its  area  is  5,800  acres,  and  about  1850  the  assessed 
property  amounted  to  £9,.577,  not  quite  $50,000.  Appearances  in  1884  indicated  that  these  figures 
would  apply  at  the  present  time  without  material  change. 
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spirits."  Over  one  iloor  was  a  notice  to  tlie  effect  that  the  sale  of  these  was 
forbidden  in  that  establishment  on  Sunday,  and  the  proprietor  found  time 
apparently  to  combine  with  his  duties  as  a  landlord  those  of  another  occupa- 
tion ;  appropriately  perhaps,  he  was  also  an  undertaker.  There  were  several 
humble  shops  with  cheap-looking,  unattractive  wares  exposed  for  sale,  but 
one  looked  in  vain  for  those  unmistakable  signs  of  briskness  iu  trade  to  be 
seen  about  Yankee  village  stores ;  the  attendants  here  were  thoroughly 
occupied  in  doing  nothing.  We  saw  but  one  lawyer's  office  and  Init  one 
doctor's  sign  in  our  stroll  through  almost  the  entire  length  of  the  village. 
The  people,  we  concluded,  nnist  be  eitlier  very  peaceable  and  extremely 
healthy,  or  pitiably  ignorant  of  the  requirements  of  the  present  enlightened 
age  in  the  directions  controlled  by  members  of  these  professions.  Our  town 
can  boast  of  great  advancement  in  those  lines  of  civilization,  with  its  half- 
dozen  teachers  in  the  marvelous  intricacies  of  tlie  law  and  its  nearly  two 
dozen  guides  among  the  devious  paths  and  diverse  methods  of  the  healing  art. 
At  the  entrance  to  the  village  on  our  journey  from  the  railway  station 
stands  the  church,  conspicuous  for  size  and  much  larger  than  any  such  struc- 
ture in  our  town.  It  is  built  in  a  rather  curious  fashion  of  a  combination  of 
both  rough  and  smooth  stones,  and  it  presents  a  quaint  and  picturesque 
appearance  in  its  setting  of  green  sward  and  clustering  tombstones.  It  is 
spoken  of  as  "  a  fine  collegiate  edifice,  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  with  a  tower 
rising  at  the  intersection."  This  was  the  only  church  ])uilding  we  saw  and  it 
looked  venerable  enough  to  be,  as  in  its  present  condition  it  is  said  to  be, 
something  over  two  hundred  years  old.  The  old  church  which  stood  here  it 
would  seem  almost  "  from  time  immemorial  "  was,  we  were  told,  consideral)ly 
battered  in  Cromwell's  time  and  was  subsequently  rebuilt  in  its  present  form. 
The  interior  is  extremely  plain,  even  to  bareness,  has  no  stained  glass  win- 
dows, and  possesses  nothing  of  interest  but  an  old  wooden  altar  screen  upon 
which  are  painted  the  coats-of-arms  of  tlie  twenty-four  Englisli  l)ishops. 
The  following  record  from  a  parish  register,  which  Itcgins  in  l.'),")^,  seems  to 
refer  to  this  screen  :  In  IGlo  some  repairs  were  made  by  one  .lohn  Forbes, 
"  Avho  set  up  the  liislK)pricks  Arms  in  the  Church,  and  those  of  the  Colleges." 
The  screen  now  faces  the  altar  at  tiie  opposite  end  of  the  church,  where  it 
forms  the  front  of  a  small  gallery.  \Vc  wandered  about  for  some  time  among 
the  graves  in  the  litth'  churchyard  but  found  no  familiar  names,  though  there 
were  many  very  ancient  tombstones.  A  smimII  nairow  gate  leads  trom  this 
spot  directly  to  the  rectory  grounds,  bul  tin-  iucunibenl  liad  Iml  iccently 
entered  upon  his  tluties  and  would  not  probably  iia\c  had  any  speciid  knowl- 
edge of  the  former  history  of  the  place  or  people,  llierefore  we  did  not 
venture  to  present  ourselves  hefore  liim  soliciling  inroiinatioii.  \\\-  were 
informed  that  it  is  at  present  veiy  ditlicnll  to  lind  any  clergyman  willing  to 
occupy  the  living,  as  "  there  are  no  gentry  for  him  to  associate  with."  Alas  I 
the  mighty  an-  fallen  indeed  ;   not  a  single  being  is  left  to  tread   in   llir   i'imiI- 
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steps  of  the  great  ones  of  the  past.  Forty  years  ago  the  Methodists,  Bap- 
tists, and  Society  of  Friends  had  places  of  worship  in  the  town,  but  we  saw 
nothing  resembling  Dissenting  chapels  in  the  region  we  explored. 

We  inquired  of  the  old  woman  sweeping  the  church  which  might  be  the 
best  public  house  where  we  could  lunch  and  were  directed  to  a  certain  one  as 
the  "  least  disreputable."  Somewhat  dismayed  we  crossed  the  street  and 
found  ourselves  at  the  undertaker's  door,  but  no  amount  of  ringing  or  rap- 
ping brought  even  the  faintest  response  from  any  living  thing.  The  wide- 
open  door  invited  our  entrance,  and  we  crossed  the  threshold  but  wakened 
only  echoes  along  the  hallway  and  from  the  stone-flagged  floor  of  the  empty 
eating-room.  It  was  as  silent  there  as  any  tj^pical  undertaker's  dwelling 
could  ever  hope  to  be,  and  evei-y  member  of  the  household  had  apparently 
lent  himself  to  the  maintenance  of  the  proper  degree  of  decorous  and  tomb- 
like silence.  The  pangs  of  a  very  real  American  hunger  were  fast  becoming 
paramount  to  all  other  feelings  and  forced  us  to  try  our  fate  elsewhere.  All 
the  other  places  were  said  to  be  "worse"  than  this  first  one  indicated;  so 
what  matters  it  which  one  is  tried?  Again  we  crossed  the  street  and  rapped 
vigorously  at  another  door.  A  tidy,  fresh-looking  young  English  gii-1 
promptly  answered  our  summons  and  asked  our  pleasure.  "  Can  we  get 
some  lunch?"  "  What  would  you  like?"  "What  have  you?"  ''We  can 
give  you  a  chop"  —  the  almost  invariable  formula  in  a  small  English  country 
inn  and  very  speedily  the  typical  and  appetizing  meal  is  served  in  a  well- 
appointed  diuing-parlor.  Perfect  chops,  perfectly  cooked,  the  cottage  loaf 
on  its  round  board  with  knife  beside  it,  the  Cheddar  cheese  as  good  as  the 
bread,  the  pot  of  delicious  tea,  and  if  desired  the  mug  of  foaming  home- 
brewed ale.  So  excellent  was  the  luncheon  prepared  for  us  in  this  unas- 
suming little  "public,"  and  so  well  and  neatly  served,  that  we  were  fully 
persuaded  the  old  woman  in  the  church  was  possessed  of  sinister  motives  or 
personal  spites  and  had,  one  and  all,  basely  belied  the  inns  of  her  native 
place.  Though  very  antiquated  the  old  town  has  not  lost  all  her  youthful 
cunning  or  forgotten  all  her  useful  knowledge,  for  her  skill  in  cooking,  if  old 
in  fashion,  is  still  superior,  and  we  feel  sure  that  so  far  as  the  entertainment 
of  her  inns  is  concerned  she  can  vie  with  her  namesake  of  the  new  world  in 
the  serviceable  and  delightful  art  of  making  guests  comfoi'table  and  satisfied. 

The  ancient  castles  of  this  region  must  needs  have  been  strong  fortifica- 
tions, for  the  surrounding  country  affords  no  natural  advantages  in  the  way 
of  defence.  It  is  for  the  most  part  decidedly  level,  though  here  and  there 
it  becomes  undulating,  resembling  somewhat  the  formation  of  the  rolling 
prairies  of  our  West.  Its  surface  is  not,  however,  wholly  unlike  that  of  our 
town,  the  lack  of  hills  considered.  The  trees  appear  to  be  more  or  less 
stunted  in  their  growth  and  are  not  so  numerous  as  with  us,  yet  many  general 
resemblances  in  the  scenery  maj^  be  recognized.  We  drove  six  or  eight  miles 
to  see  the  great  "  Winfarthing  Oak,"  and  our  way  lay  through  a  succession 
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of  most  fertile  farms.  The  hay  crops  were  enormous,  frequently  half  clover, 
and  there  was  scarcely  space  to  heap  them  on  the  irround  ;  and  the  i2;raiu 
appeared  to  be  equally  abundant  in  its  yield.  W^e  bowled  swiftly  along  over 
roads  as  smooth  and  hard  as  if  macadamized  and  hiid  out  for  the  most  part 
in  straight  lines  :  road-making  is  not  a  lost  art  in  that  region  as  it  seems  to 
he  in  ours.  We  passed  through  only  one  village  in  the  entire  length  of  our 
drive.  Its  little  central  common  was  mostly  covered  by  a  shallow  pond  ;  and 
ducks,  dogs,  and  children  were  making  nse  of  it  as  a  general  recreation 
ground  in  the  most  cheerful  and  friendly  manner.  We  canght  sight  first  of 
the  lesser  oak,  which  is  visible  from  a  great  distance  over  the  surrounding 
plain,  stretching  its  gaunt  and  almost  leatless  l)ranches  defiantly  toward 
heaven.  Our  giants  of  the  forest  would  be  but  dwarfs  by  its  side,i  and  it  in 
turn  is  a  pygmy  compared  with  its  greater  neighbor.  The  size  of  that  one 
has  not  been  exaggerated.  It  would  doubtless  measure  seventy  feet  around 
the  exposed  roots,  and  the  trunk,  though  increased  in  size  by  its  ivy  cover- 
ing, looked  to  be  forty  feet  in  circumference  some  considerable  height  above 
the  ground.  The  inside  is  now  filled  with  nd)bish,  but  the  cleared  space 
w'ould  seat  two  dozen  people  comfortably.  The  old  tree  is  fast  going  to 
decay  and  falling  in  several  places,  though  it  is  propped  with  strong  iron 
bands.  From  the  inside  we  could  see  one  huge  knot  still  alive,  out  of  which 
great  leafy  branches  Avere  growing  vigorously  —  large  trees  in  themselves. 
The  present  tenant  of  the  surrounding  farm  was  our  guide  to  this  interesting 
spot  upon  the  i)roperty,  and  he  told  us  that  the  immediate  predecessor  of  iiis 
grandfather  upon  the  place  was  the  Mr.  Doggett  who  put  the  inscrijition 
upon  the  tree.  All  traces  of  the  inscri[)tion  are  gone,  but  a  box  still  remains 
attached,  bearing  a  request  for  offerings,  not  for  the  l'?ible  Societ}',  but  for  the 
"poor  widows  of  the  ])arish."  One  of  us  in  pioof  of  both  general  and 
personal  interest  in  this  glorious  old  monarch  of  the  woods  was  about  to 
drop  in  a  half-crown  when  our  host  interposed,  saying  that  nothing  above  a 
shilling  was  ever  expected  from  any  visitor.  This  was  in  marked  contrast  to 
the  owner  of  ouilraj),  who  demanded  nearly  double  the  bargained  price  for 
its  use  on  our  ii-turn  to  the  inn  where  we  hired  it.  We  drove  l)ack  through 
the  softened  smishine,  —  it  is  nevei-  glaring  in  i'jiglaiid, — thinking  if  the 
liedges  were  turned  into  stone  walls,  if  the  houses  were  built  of  timber,  and 
a  wooded  hill  rose  here  and  there,  the  appearance  of  the  country  would  bt>  by 
no  means  unfamiliar.  The  emigrants  in  selecting  wlint  is  now  Atildioroiigh, 
Mass.,  f«)r  their  new  home  may  ct'rtainly  have  been  reminded  of  tin-  scenery 
of  the  old  houie  left  behind.  But  beyond  a  ceitain  general  rcsi'mblauce, 
which  nature  furnishes  to-day  as  formerly,  all   comparison   must   cease.      i'he 

'  Tlicn- 1- an  oak  111  ihil-  nf  the  lloWls  aluii^'  Horn  Strcrl,  wlilcli  In  inlnlatiiii'  loscnililcrt  this  it'Hser 
tree.  Tlio  trunk  tapci-H  raplilly  ninvanl  ami  tin;  few  ri-inahiliiK  liraiiflic!*  .in-  Hrnijfjty,  knotted,  nn<l 
Knnrldl.  U  linM  lout  Itn  youthful  urnrv  ami  1h  lean  anil  k''"'  "'"I  <in/.y-looklnK,  like  the  nivnt  Wln- 
farthliiK  tfei'-*,  which  are  'lying  from  the  lop. 
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new  Attleborough  is  busy,  enterprising,  progressive  —  in  a  word  thoroughly 
alive  ;  the  old  Attleborougoli  is  inert,  stagnant,  dying,  with  not  enough  life 
remaining  to  be  ever  again  aroused  to  any  degree  of  bustle  and  activity. 
But  this  is  only  the  result  of  the  natural  order  of  things.  The  same  laws  of 
decadence  govern  the  town,  the  city,  that  govern  the  nation  ;  all  rise  but  to 
fall  in  time.  The  same  old  processes  have  been  at  work  there,  but  the  name 
still  remains,  and  we  may  be  proud  that  it  is  one  which  in  ages  past  became 
famous,  and  that  our  mother  town  once  took  high  rank  among  her  compeers 
in  promoting  and  advancing  both  agricultural  and  industrial  pursuits. 

The  first  inhabitants  of  our  town  were  a  substantial  and  respectable  class 
of  people.  They  were,  like  most  of  the  settlers  of  the  other  towns  of  the 
Old  Colony,  emigrants  from  England  ;  seldom  any  of  them  were  from  Scot- 
land and  Wales.  They  were  the  right  men  and  women  to  subdue  and  culti- 
vate a  new  country  and  plant  the  civilization  of  their  native  land  in  this 
wilderness,  to  introduce  and  improve  upon  here  the  institutions,  both  political 
and  religious,  in  which  they  had  been  educated  in  their  native  land.  They 
were  characterized  by  great  simplicity  in  their  habits.  Industry  and  economy 
were  the  prevailing  traits  of  the  people,  and  their  plain  style  of  living  con- 
tributed much  to  their  health  and  longevity.  Even  when  means  afforded 
opportunity,  there  was  among  our  fathers  less  of  that  false  pride  which 
engenders  the  love  of  display,  which  is  so  prevalent  in  the  present  age. 
They  lived  more  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  nature,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  there  was  generally  more  true  happiness  among  the  masses.  The  pres- 
ent age  is  without  doubt  one  of  great  advancement  as  compared  with  the 
earlier  ones,  but  the  generation  which  amassed  great  fortunes  in  an  hour? 
rushed  as  speedily  into  wild  extravagance  in  speech,  deportment,  and  manner 
of  living,  and  these  things  are  not  yet  "  fast  passing  away."  We  might  well 
retrace  some  of  our  steps  and  sit  down  humbly  at  the  feet  of  the  fathers,  to 
learn  from  their  lips  many  a  sober  and  earnest  lesson  in  the  way  of  true  and 
honest  living,  to  hear  and  heed  many  a  prudent  precept  to  guide  us  in  the 
paths  of  true  wisdom  and  understanding. 

In  looking  back  over  the  early  history  of  our  town  and,  in  a  measure,  of 
the  country,  it  is  very  natural  to  inquire  what  were  the  existing  conditions  on 
the  arrival  of  our  forefathers,  and  what  were  the  natural  productions  which 
could  afford  them  temporarily  the  means  of  living.  The  country  was  called 
a  wilderness,  which  in  one  sense  was  a  true  designation,  but  the  impression 
that  the  surface  was  enth'ely  covered  with  an  unbroken  forest  is  erroneous. 
Although  a  large  part  was  covered  with  a  permanent  growth  of  wood  and 
heavy  timber,  yet  a  considerable  portion  was  open  land,  which  had  been 
cultivated  by  the  natives  in  their  rude  forms  of  husbandry  from  time  imme- 
morial, and  on  the  margins  of  the  brooks  and  rivers  a  coarse  meadow  grass 
grew  in  abundance,  which  was  at  first  used  for  the  support  of  the  cattle. 
The  first  white  men  found  a  variety  of  wood  or  timber:  four  kinds  of  oak, 
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white,  yellow,  black,  and  red,  differing  in  the  leaf,  timber,  and  color;   also 
ash.  elm,   willow,  birch,   beech,  sassafras,    juniper,  cypress,  cedar,  spruce, 
pines,  white  and  pitch,  the  latter  furnishing  turpentine,  tar,  etc..  with  other 
materials  for  building  ships  and  houses.     They  found  also  a  variety  of  wild 
animals,  such  as  bears,  wolves,  foxes,  several  sorts  of  deer,  beavers,  otters, 
martens,  wildcats,  wood  ducks,  and  both  gray  and  white  (red?)  squirrels  in 
great  abundance,  and   the    old    chronicles    mention  also  the  flying  squirrel. 
These  animals  furnished  those  furs  which  afforded  such  a  profitable  means  of 
trade  with  the  Indians  for  many  years  after  the  earliest  settlement.     On  our 
shores    was    found  a  great   variety    and    abundance    of   sea    fish.     One    old 
chronicler  mentions  that  he  saw  "  great  store  of  whales  and  grampuses,  and 
such  abundance  of  mackerel  as  astonished  him."     Codfish  were  also  plenti- 
ful, and  a  fish  called  a  bass,  "  a  most  sweet  and  wholesome  fish  as  I  ever  did 
eat,  which  is  altogether  as  good  as  our  fresh  salmon."     Plenty  of  fisli  called 
scate  by  our  forefathers  and  tliornback  were  found,  and  abundance  of  lob- 
sters the  old  chronicler  records,  ''and  the  least  boy  in  the  Plantation  may 
both  catch  and  eat  what  he  will  of  ihem.     For  my  own  part  I  was  soon  cloyed 
with  them,  they  were  so  great,  and  fat,  and  luscious.     I    have  seen  some 
mvself  that  have  weighed  sixteen  pounds,  but  others  have  had  divers  times 
so  great  lobsters  as  have  weighed  twenty-five  pounds,  as  they  have  assured 
me."     The  seashore  abounded  also  in  shell-fish  :  clams,  quahogs,  ovsters.  and 
other  varieties  of  excellent  quality  ;  and  the  streams  and  ponds  were  supplied 
with  a  variety  of    fresh-water  fish.     There  was  a  great   variety  of    natural 
fruits    and     nuts :    strawberries,    raspberries,    mulberries,    plums,    currants, 
hucklelterries,  gooseberries,  chestnuts,    walnuts,   hazelnuts,   butternuts,  wild 
cherries,  and  grapes  hanging  on  the  limbs  of  the  trees  in  great  festoons  in 
the  woo<llands,   with  various  other  small    nuts  and  fruits.     The  fields  were 
decorated  with  a  fair  variety  of  flowers,  and   among  them   were  found   the 
single  damask   rose  in   bloom,  and    this   nuist  therefore   have  bei'U   native   to 
the  country'.     Wild   fowl   were   found   in   abundance,   to  su|)ply   food  foi'  the 
table  :   •'  partri<lges  larger  than   those   in   England,  as  big  as  our  hens  ;   wild 
tuikcys  found   in   the   woods,  whicii  are  very  fleshy  and  fat.  foi'  tliey  liavc  an 
abundance  of  food,  as  strawberries  found   everywhere  in  summer,  and  other 
Itcrrics  and  fiiiit."      (ireat  flocks  of  pigeons  filled   the   air  in  the  winter  time, 
wilfj    geese   were    iiininiieraliie.  and    wild   ducks   and   other   sea-fowl    liljed    the 
jjonds,  "  so  that,"   to  use  the   wonls  of  the  old  chronicler  again.   '•  a  great 
part  of  the  winter  the  planters   have  eaten    nothing   l»ul  roast  meat    of  divers 
fowls  whicli    tiiey  have   killed."      Tiic   eai  ly  settlers  foiuid   that    in    the  spring 
alewives.  lish  resembling   herrings,  ran  up   the   brooUs  and  rivers  in  this  town 
to  s|)awn.   and    these    streainH    were    plentifully   supplied    witii   various  small 
fresh-water  lish. 

Having  glanced  at  the  state  of  the  country,  it  is  natural    also   mih!    iiimv  no\ 
be  out    of  i)lace   t<»  glance  at    the    inhabitants   ihereof    and    inciuire    wlial    was 
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the  character  and  condition  of  the  natives  of  these  reo;ions  on  which  our 
forefathers  settled.  The  land  on  which  we  of  Attleborough  now  dwell  was 
then  the  domain  of  the  tribe  of  Wampanoags.  At  the  time  of  the  landing 
of  the  Pilgrims  in  1620,  the  territory  they  claimed  and  occupied  was  called 
Pawkunawket  —  Pokanoket  —  and  extended  from  Mount  Hope  Bay  to  Wren- 
tham.  including  a  portion  of  that  ancient  town.  It  probably  extended  over 
the  whole  of  the  Old  Colony  and  w^as  then  governed  by  the  "■  Good  Massa- 
soit  the  friend  of  the  English."  At  the  time  this  town  was  settled  by  white 
men  there  was  no  permanent  residence  of  the  natives  within  its  borders, 
though  the  relics  found  in  various  parts  of  the  town  turned  up  by  the  plow- 
share and  the  condition  of  portions  of  the  soil  are  indications  that  formerl}^ 
Indians  had  dwelt  in  certain  localities.  They  had  planted  small  tracts  ;  and 
there  were  places  of  resort  for  the  purposes  of  hunting  and  fishing,  places 
of  nets  and  snares.  They  straggled  over  the  region  occasionally  and  prob- 
ably had  temporary  residences  in  their  accustomed  haunts  during  a  few  weeks 
or  months  in  the  summer  season ;  indeed,  tradition  points  to  a  rocky  cave  on 
Mount  Hope  Hill  near  the  residence  of  the  late  George  Price  as  one  of  these 
occasional  places  of  habitation.  Like  all  barbaious  peoples  they  changed 
their  habitations  from  place  to  place,  living  in  the  rudest  simplicity  and  often 
suffering  great  hardships  as  a  consequence  of  their  wanderings.  "  Their 
shelters,"  says  an  old  writer,  "are  small  and  homely,  made  with  small  poles 
pricked  into  the  ground,  and  so  bound  and  fastened  at  the  tops,  and  on  the 
sides  they^  are  matted  with  bows,  [boughs]  and  covered  on  the  roof  with 
sedge  and  old  mats;  and  for  their  beds  they  have  a  mat."  These  rudely 
constructed  wigwams  were  but  an  imperfect  protection  against  the  storms  of 
the  severe  winters.  Says  the  old  writer  again,  in  referring  to  the  aborigines  : 
"  They  are  a  tall,  strong-limbed  people,  and  their  color  is  tawny.  They  are 
partially  clothed  in  beasts  skins.  Their  hair  is  generally  black,  and  cut 
before  like  our  gentlemen,  one  lock  longer  than  the  rest.  For  their  weapons 
they  have  bows  and  arrows,  —  some  of  them  headed  with  bone,  and  some 
with  brass."  Their  mea+s  were  furnished  by  such  wild  game  as  they  could 
secure  with  their  bows  and  arrows  or  by  snares  ;  fish  supplied  a  considerable 
portion  of  their  means  of  living,  and  they  had  the  fruits  and  nuts  which  the 
soil  produced  naturally  and  abundantly. 

The  Indians  planted  corn  in  the  more  pliable  soils.  This  was  done  in  the 
rudest  manner  by  digging  small  holes  in  the  ground  with  such  unskilfuU}'^ 
constructed  implements  as  they  could  themselves  manufacture,  and  dropping 
the  kernels  into  them.  This  "maize"  pounded  into  meal  in  an  awkward 
wav  and  formed  into  cakes,  which  they  baked  in  the  ashes  or  by  heated  stones, 
made  one  of  theu-  principal  articles  of  food  and  was  their  only  kind  of  meal. 
Besides  the  ashes  made  by  annually  burning  the  fields,  they  manured  the  corn 
with  fish,  when  near  enough  to  the  seashore  to  obtain  them.  In  this  way 
thev  often  raised  tolerable  crops  and  frequently  traded  them  to  the  whites. 
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Sometimes,  however,  there  was  a  lack,  and  they  themselves  irould  suffer  for 
want  of  this  food.  They  were  a  wholly  improvident  people  and  often  like 
wild  animals  in  their  modes  of  eating.  Wlien  there  was  an  abundance  they 
feasted  even  to  gorging  themselves,  and  when  there  was  a  scarcity  they 
fasted  even  to  the  verge  of  starvation  ;  but  they  never  learned  to  provide  for 
possible  dearth  in  the  time  of  plenty.  Tlieir  other  productions  were  beans, 
pompions  or  pumpkins,  and  squashes,  all  apparently  indigenous.  Their 
cooking  was  of  the  simplest  —  hot  ashes,  heated  stones,  and  fires  upon  the 
ground  their  means,  and  roughly  made  pots  and  pans  of  clay  their  only 
utensils,  for  they  had  no  iron  until  after  the  advent  of  the  Pilgrims.  How 
they  baked  clams  is  known  to  almost  every  man,  woman,  and  child  on  the 
New  England  coast  to-day.  They  also  baked  their  beans  ;  while  beans  and 
corn  boiled  together,  and  seasoned  with  clams  when  these  could  be  obtained, 
constituted  that  famous  dish  called  succotash,  a  dish  not  to  be  lightly  treated 
even  by  epicures.  For  these  three  dishes,  so  celebrated  not  only  throughout 
New  England  but  all  over  the  land,  and  so  welcome  to  every  true  son  of  that 
eastern  soil,  wherever  he  may  be,  we  are  indebted  to  the  aborigines. 

Savage  and  ferocious  as  these  people  were  as  a  race,  some  among  them 
possessed  noble  and  attractive  qualities ;  cruel  and  relentless  to  foes,  they 
were  faithful  and  devoted  to  family  and  friends,  if  necessary  even  to  the 
death.  They  were  trained  to  great  physical  endurance,  and  they  bore  the 
most  excruciating  pain,  suffered  the  most  cruel  hardships,  and  endured 
the  deepest  agonies  of  son-ow  in  stern,  uncomplaining  silence.  Many  of  them 
possessed  a  wild  sort  of  beauty,  which  they  enhanced  by  the  barbaric  gaudi- 
ness  of  their  personal  decorations.  Their  language  was  musical  in  sound, 
and  they  gave  expression  to  their  thoughts  in  short  but  poetic  phrases  ;  and 
they  were  not  devoid  of  religious  beliefs.  Their  youths  were  taught  to  pos- 
sess and  maintain  the  greatest  respect  for  the  elders  and  chiefs  of  the  tribes  ; 
and  all  advancement  to  places  of  prominence  or  responsibility  in  the  conduct 
of  their  affairs  must  be  meritoriously  earned  before  it  could  be  obtained  —  two 
customs  worthy  of  imitation  by  tin;  cliildren  of  thuir  usurpers.  Their  man- 
ners were  sober  and  dignified,  their  speeches  full  of  an  iintutoretl  but  effective 
eloquence;  and  a  council  of  tlieir  great  sachems  gathered  in  one  of  nature's 
grand  forest  temples  must  have  formed  a  highly  impressive  scene.  If  we 
may  believe  the  early  writers,  the  dignity  and  grave  propriety  wliicli  cliaiac- 
terized  the  proceedings  of  these  assemblies  might  well  l>e  copied  in  some  of 
the  highest  council-chambers  of  the  land,  even  in  this  universally  named 
enlightened  and  civilized  age. 

Such  were  tlie  people  whom  our  forefathers  encountered  when  they  landed 
on  these  shores.  There  was  perhaps,  on  the  whole,  but  little  to  attract  and 
nmch  to  rei)el  in  this  savage,  uncultivated  race  of  men.  who  possessed  none 
of  the  arts  and  refinements  of  civilized  life  and  iiail  no  inclination  and  but 
little  capacity  for  improvement  in  that  direction.     They  adopted  some  i>t   ijie 
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mechanical  improvements  of  the  white  settlers,  but  had  no  genius  for  invent- 
ing any  for  themselves.  They  did  not  take  kindly  to  what  would  elevate 
them,  but  unfortunately  for  themselves  they  learned  with  great  readiness  some 
of  the  worst  among  the  bad  customs  attendant  upon  civilization  and  became 
thereby  troublesome  to  the  whites.  Many  of  the  Indians  were  lazy  and 
became  drunkards,  hung  about  the  settlements,  entered  the  dwellings  of  the 
people  and  stole  their  goods,  and  committed  many  petty  depredations. 
These  became  such  a  nuisance  that  measures  were  taken  to  prevent  their 
annoyances.  Treaties  were  made  with  the  sachems  on  the  subject,  and  laws 
were  enacted  to  protect  the  settlers  against  such  intrusions.  Plymouth 
provided  ' '  forasmuch  as  complaint  is  made  that  many  Indians  pass  into 
divers  parts  of  this  Jurisdiction,  whereby  some  of  the  plantations  begin  to 
be  oppressed  by  them,  it  is  enacted  by  the  Court  that  no  strange  or  foreign 
Indians  shall  be  permitted  to  come  into  any  part  of  this  Jurisdiction  so  as 
to  make  their  residence  there  ;  and  for  that  end  that  notice  be  given  to  the 
several  Sagamores  to  prevent  the  same."  ^  The  laws  empowered  towns  to 
adopt  measures  to  prevent  these  evils,  and  it  may  be  seen  in  the  first  chapter 
of  this  book  that  our  town  suffered  some  annoyances  in  this  way  and  availed 
itself  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  to  prevent  their  continuance  or  recurrence. 
On  these  fair  domains  of  the  red  man,  in  place  of  scattered  groups  of 
temporary  wigwams,  now  stand  thriving  cities  and  villages  with  thousands 
of  permanent  dwellings  ;  instead  of  the  smoke  of  blazing  camp  fires  rising 
here  and  there  from  forest  glade  or  lakeside  clearing,  now  rises  from  every- 
where the  smoke  of  countless  manufactories ;  where  youthful  warriors 
gathered  round  their  aged  chief  to  listen  to  his  words  of  wisdom  or  hear 
him  relate  the  treasured  traditions  of  the  tribe,  now  rise  stately  halls  of 
learning,  where  the  youths  of  the  passing  generations  gather  to  glean  stores 
of  wisdom  from  the  accumulated  lore  of  all  the  ages  ;  and  where,  in  the  leafy 
bowers  of  nature's  build,  beneath  the  moon's  pale  beams  the  swarthy  lover 
wooed  his  dusk}'  mate,  now  lie  our  busy  streets,  and  the  fair  lover  wooes  some 
blushing  maiden  'neath  brilliant  beams  from  flaming  gas  jets  or  within  the 
searching  glances  of  electric  lights.  Long  since  might  has  claimed  the  right 
to  the  inheritance  of  the  poor  Indian,  and  he  has  passed  on  from  these 
charming  hilltops  and  lovely  vales  to  the  longed  for  and,  let  us  hope,  happy 
and  never  to  be  disturbed  hunting-grounds  beyond  the  grave.  For  countless 
centuries  these  savage  races  had  remained  in  this  their  land,  roaming  over 
these  fields  and  through  these  forests,  unchanged  in  their  character  and  habits  ; 
but,  coming  at  last  in  contact  with  a  civilized  and  intellectual  race,  they  were 
doomed  to  perish.  They  must  obey  the  fixed  law  of  nature  and  succumb  to 
the  superior  race.  However  much  we  ma}'  lament  or  pity  the  fate  of  the  red 
man  or  listen  sadly  to  the  departing  footsteps  of  his  people  who  preceded 
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US,  we  kuow  it  was  not  in  the  order  of  Providence  that  this  great  continent 
should  be  delivered  over  for  all  coming  ages  of  time  to  such  wild,  wandering 
tribes,  who  were  incapable  of  improving  the  soil  on  which  they  trod,  thereby 
to  exclude  other  races  of  men  from  its  settlement  and  occupation  and  to  arrest 
that  magnificent  march  of  modern  emigration  and  civilization  which  is 
spreading  all  over  this  vast  territory,  a  territory  capable  of  supporting 
hundreds  of  millions  of  men  and  bringing  its  inexhaustible  natural  resources 
into  the  commerce  of  the  world. 

In  reviewing  the  early  history  of  our  couutr}',  we  can  hut  look  with  pro- 
found admiration  and  reverence  upon  our  '•'•  Pilgrim  Fathers,"  those  men  of 
lofty  principles  and  stern  integrity,  who  were  inspired  of  God  with  an 
unflinching  determination  to  plant  and  perpetuate  free  institutions  in  a  free 
land.  They  braved  the  perils  of  an  unknown  sea  and  the  greater  perils  of 
an  unknown  continent,  with  its  untried  clime  and  life  of  danger  among 
hostile  savages,  to  gain  for  themselves  and  to  bestow  ui)()n  their  children  the 
independence  we  now  enjoy. 

Such  as  these  were  the  men  who  settled,  our  town,  and  the  passing  genera- 
tions have  seen  here  many  worthy  sons  of  these  worthy  sires.  In  Massa- 
chusetts' great  marches  of  advancement  our  town  kept  even  pace  witli  every 
step,  until  it  ranked  among  the  foremost  in  progress  and  business  enterprise. 
No  town  could  have  a  more  interesting  early  history  or  a  longer  and  more 
honorable  list  of  useful  and  distinguished  men,  among  them  some  famous  for 
their  learning  and  intellectual  attainments.  So  its  history  ran  on  to  the  very 
end,  for  now  the  page  of  records  has  no  longer  a  single  but  a  double  leaf. 
At  the  word  of  her  citizens  two  towns  have  been  made,  both  alike  springing 
from  the  parent  stock  fully  armed  and  equipped,  like  Minerva  from  the  brain 
of  her  father  .Jove.  These  begin  each  a  new  and  somewhat  separate  career, 
but  i^erchance,  and  let  us  so  hope,  only  to  be  again  united  at  no  far  distant 
day,  then  to  make  a  record  even  more  honorable  and  brilliant  than  that  of 
the  past.  Though  half-divided  in  name,  the  two  towns  cannot  \w  wholly 
divided  in  tiieir  history  so  long  as  the  chief  business  interest  of  both  remains 
the  same.  May  this  much  at  least  be  always  trnc,  and  if  it  be  so  decreed 
tluit  they  shall  never  be  reimited  under  the  ancient  name,  may  the  present 
names  ever  rrmain  in)changed,  and  the  two  towns  wlieii  classed  together  be 
known  as  'Mlit!  two  Attlt'liorouglis."  Then  indeed  the  act  of  tlivision  will  no 
longer  be  remembered  ;  tiie  granite  pillars  recently  set  up  and  the  imaginary 
lines  connecting  tliem  and  separating  the  two  portions  will  be  forgotten  ;  tiie 
"ancient  landmarks  "  only  will  be  recalled,  and^^the  territory  enilnaeed  by 
them  will  seem  as  })eforc  an  undivi<led  whole  ;  then  indeeil  the  two  fair 
records  of  the  future  will  be  read  together  as  one.  and  all  those  born  witliiii 
her  old-time  borders,  wherever  they  may  be.  may  still  proudly  :nid  gratefully 
sav  :    "  .My  birth|)lace  is  'the  good  old  town  of   A  ttleI)or(»ugli."  " 
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Button  manufactories,  349-352. 

Canton  Attleborough,  P.  M.,  418. 
Cantwell,  Rev.  John  S.,  284. 
Capron  family,  518-521. 
Capron,  General  Horace,  473. 
Carlisle  Lodge,  I.  O.  G.  T.,  423. 
Carpenter  family  burying  ground,  758. 
Carriage  manufactories,  360. 
Carricjue,  Rev.  Richard,  280. 
O^dbennial  Committee  (1875-76).  699. 
i^hafee,  W.  T.,  389, 
Chaplin,  Joseph,  6.59. 
Chronicle,  The  Attleliorough,  442. 
Church.  African  Methodist  Episcopal,  293. 
Church,  Briggsville,  290. 
Church,  The  Centenary  Methodist  Episcopal, 

291. 
Church,  Central  Congregational,  299. 
Church,  First  Congregational,  226-242. 
Church,  First  Universalist,  279-286. 
Church,  Free  Evangelical,  298. 
Church,  Grace  (Episcopal),  294-298. 
Church,  Hebron,  286,  289. 
Church,  Hebronville  Methodist  Episcopal,  293. 
Church,  Murray  Universalist,  303-306. 
Church,  North  Baptist,  271-278. 
Church,  Second  Congregational,  24.3-270. 
Church,  South  Baptist,  278. 
Church,  St.  John's  (Roman  Catholic),  308. 
Church,  St.  Mary's  (Roman  Catholic),  307. 
Church,  St.  Stephen's  (Roman  Catholic),  309. 
Civil  .War,   resolves  and    reports,    174,   175. 

178,  181,  182. 
Civil  War,  woman's  work,  183.  ' 

Clark,  Elder  Gardner,  290. 
Clark,  W.  G.  Sc  Co.,  391. 
Cobb,  Thomas  and  family,  671-674. 
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CoiUliug,  Al'ifl  au«l  family,  521. 
Coddinir  Brotlier>,  3^9. 
Coffin-triininiiij;  inanufartories.  360. 
College  graduate!*.  List  of,  639-(M2. 
Compauy  C  Assoiiation,  425. 
Comtuittees  of  CorrespoiKlence,  etc.,  121, 127. 
Coustitutioii  Convention,  committee,  etc.,  127. 
Cooiubs  (burial  yard),  757. 
Cotton  mills,  Atherton  (IIebronville).etc.,348. 
Cotton  mills,  Bt'a\  er  Dam  factory,  342. 
Cotton  mills,  City  factory,  345. 
Cotton  mills.  Dodge's  factory.  347. 
Cotton  mills.  Falls  factory,  343. 
Cotton  mills.  Farmers  factory.  344. 
Cotton  mills,  Lanesville  factory,  now  Adams- 
dale,  346. 
Cotton  mills.  Mechanics  factory,  340. 
Courts,  superior  and  inferior,  121,  122. 
Crane,  Rev.  .loiiatban,  252. 
Crotty.  Daniel,  396. 
Cummings  family,  522. 
Cummings  A:  Wexell,  386. 
Curtis,  H.  H.it  Co..  391. 

Daggett  &  Clap,  391. 

Daggett,  Hon.  David  and  family,  464-468. 

Daggett,  Uon.  Ebenezer,  494. 

Daggett,  Colonel  John  and  Dr.  Ebenezer,  462, 

463. 
Daggett,  Hon.  John    (author),  biographical 

sketch,  11-39. 
Daggett,  H.  N.  and  H.  M.,  .524-527. 
Daggett.  Lyman  \V..  527. 
Daggett,  Rev.  Naphtali  and  family,  454-462. 
Dean,  A.  E.,  395. 

Dean  family.  L.  W..  G.  A.,  etc.,  529-533. 
Dean,  G.  A.  &  Co.,  377. 
Deeds  (Rehoboth  North  Purchase),  48,  49. 
DeniarCHt  &  Brady,  394. 
Dionys  Lodge.  41!t. 

Division,  153,  l.')4,  1.57,  1.5s,  1.59,  160-171. 
Dodgeville  burying  ground,  749-752. 
Dodge  family  yard,  7.'$5. 
Doyle,  Joseph  J.,  3Hs. 
Draft,  Civil  War,  223. 
Draper,  Frank  S.,  533. 
Draper,  F.  S.  &  Co.,  3«1. 
I)raper,  Oscar  M.,  398. 
Drapir,  Tim  »V  Co.,  3W. 
Dye  Works.  Thi;  Attlcboroiigli,  36I. 

Early  conditions  of  tlic  cimiiiiy.  7T!». 
Early  settlements,  9H-l(lO. 
East  village  early  in  this  century.  <174. 
Electric  >*treet  railways,  449- 152. 
Emigrants  to  other  places,  (M>4. 


Enlistments,   Civil    War,    artillery,    cavalry, 

and  navy,  217. 
Enlistments.  Civil  AVar,  infantry,  204-217. 
Enlistments,  Civil  War.  in  Rhode  Island,  218- 

222. 
Esther  Lodge,  D.  of  K.,  418. 
Etzensperger,  John,  3S,s. 
Ezekiel  Bates  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M..  415. 

Fails  burying  ground.  T4S. 
Ferguson,  Re.v.  .John.  2.50. 
Fire  districts,  A.  and  N.  A..  429,  431. 
Fisher  family,  534-536. 
Fisher,  J.  M.  &  Co.,  390. 
Fisher,  S.  E.  it  Co.,  389. 
Fiske,  Rev.  Frederick  A..  296. 
Follett  burying  ground,  756. 
Foster,  John,  468. 
Franklin.  E.  1.  &  Co.,  393. 
Franklin  School.  329-332. 
Freeman,  B.  S.  &  Co.,  373. 
Freshet  (1886),  701-712. 

Gas    Light    companies,  N.  A.  and    A.,  428- 

429. 
Gilbert,  F.  S.,  392. 
Gold  Medal  Braid  Co.,  357. 
Gould,  S.  W.  A:  Co.,  390. 

Halliday,  T.  J.  .t  Co.,  392. 

Harford,  Penn.,  Settl.;ment  of,  664-668. 

Harris,  C.  K.,  392. 

Hatch's  burying  ground,  727-730. 

Hatch  house,  97,  682. 

Hatch,  Colonel  Israel  and  family,  95-98. 

Haywanl  &,  Briggs.  372. 

Hayward,  Charlt^s  E.,  536-540. 

Hebron  Manufacturing  Company.  348. 

High  schools,  321,  322,  323,  327. 

HoIinMi,  Rev.  Nathan,  249. 

Holman  family  (S.  M.,  D.  E..  etc.),  .540-547. 

Hoi)e  Lodge,  Sons  of  T.,  423. 

Horton.  Angell  &  Co.,  383. 

Horton  family,  .547-.5.56. 

Howard  En<ampment.  417. 

Hugo.  J.  N.  &  Co.,  .•!92. 

Hunt  family,  556-500. 

Ide.  Ucv.  Jacob. 497-501. 

Incorjioration,  Act  of,  SO. 

Improvement  District,  Atlleboroiigh,  I5i;.431. 

Indc|icndcnt  Uilb'  Co..  405-411. 

Indian  War,  I0(;-I1(1. 

Instructions  to  ItcprcMiitalivc  (1776).  123. 

J.imv.  K.  V.,.3!M;. 
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Kellogg  Division.  Sons  of  T.,  423. 

Kilham.  Rev.  Robert,  280. 

King  Hiram  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  415. 

Lawyers  in  town,  644. 

Lazell.  Rev.  Ebenezer,  249. 

Leather  manufactories,  353,  355. 

Leonard,  Judge  George,  6(58. 

Library  Association,  400. 

License  votes,  151,  1.52,  156,  157,  159. 

Literary  societies,  399. 

Loan  Fund  Association,  426. 

Lodges,  Masonic,  Odd  Fellows,  etc.,  412-420. 

Longevity.  Instances  of,  65.5-659. 

Luther,  .T.  W.  &  Co.,  381. 

Macdonald,  R.  B.,  388. 

Magnolia  Council,  A.  L.  of  H.,  419. 

Mann  burying  ground,  7.34. 

Mann  family.  468-474. 

Marsh  &  Bigney,  389. 

Mason,  Draper  &  Co.,  394. 

Maxcy.  Rev.  .Jonathan  and  family.  474-483. 

May  family,  483-480. 

May,  Elisha  G.,  561. 

Mechanics,  Early  history  of,  669-674. 

Merritt,  H.  D.,  562. 

Merritt,  H.  D.  &  Co.,  375. 

Militia  companies,  405. 

Militia  Company  I.  446-449. 

Military  services  (Revolution),  128-134. 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  752-755. 

Mount  Hope  Lodge,  420 . 

North  Attleborough  Steam  and  Electric  Co., 

434. 
Nerney,  .John,  661. 
Nerney  &  Lincoln,  389. 
Newman.  Rev.  Samuel,  44. 
Newspapers,  442-445. 
Nine  Men's  Misery,  114-116. 
Norfolk  and  Bristol  Turnpike  Co.,  684. 
North  Purchase  lands.  Division  of,  106. 
North  village  early  in  this  century,  681. 

Old  Kirk  Yard.  739-748. 

Olive  Branch  Division,  Sons  of  T.,  424. 

Orient  Lodge,  417. 

Original  inhabitants   (habits,  customs,  etc.), 

780. 
Osgood,  Rev.  George  E.,  297. 

Paine  burying  ground,  7.35. 
Parish,  East,  Records  of,  243-245. 
Parish,  First,  Records  of,  23.5-237. 
Parmenter  family,  681. 


Parris,  Samuel  Bartlett,  486. 

Peck  burying  ground,  736-739. 

Peck  homestead  and  family,  677-680. 

Peloubet,  Rev.  F.  N.,  253. 

Pennington  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  420. 

Pensioners  (1887),  224. 

Perry.  Mr.  Dan,  660. 

Petition  on  militia  laws  (1795),  148. 

Petition  on  change  of  county  town,  118. 

Phillips,  Rev.  William,  275. 

Physicians  in  town,  642-644. 

Pierce,  Alfred,  .563. 

Pierce's  Fight,  109-113. 

Pierce,  Rev.  .J.  D.,  281-283. 

Pokanoket  Tribe,  O.  of  R.,  424. 

Ponds,  769. 

Porter,  Burrill,  Jr.,  564. 

Postmasters  and  postoffices,  644,  686-690. 

Prentiss  M.  Whiting  Post,  G.  A.  R..  441. 

Price  family,  .565-567. 

Proprietors.   North   Purchase,  List  of  those 

flrst  drawing  lots.  62. 
Proprietors,  Proceedings  of,  101-106. 
Propriety,  Clerks  of,  106. 
Powder  House,  119. 
Public  libraries,  400-104. 
Pythagoras  I^odge.  418. 

Razee's  library,  404. 

Read,  Elder  James  and  family,  273-275. 

Read  family,  567-.569. 

Read,  Joel  and  Daniel,  489-491. 

Rehoboth  North  Purchase,  List  of  pur- 
chasers, 57. 

Rehoboth,  Settlement  of,  43. 

Rehoboth  North  Purchase  lands,  Rehoboth 
votes  relating  to  same,  58-61,  62-64. 

Representatives,  List  of,  630-632. 

Revolution,  Soldiers  of,  134-143. 

Richards,  E.  Ira  &  Co.,  369. 

Richards  family  (H.  31.,  E.  I.,  J.  D.,  etc.), 
569-577. 

Richards,  J.  J.  &  J.  M.,380. 

Richards  Memorial  Library  Building,  403. 

Richards  &  Price,  369. 

Richardson.  Abiathar  A.,  580. 

Richardson,  Stephen,  577. 

Richardson,  Stephen  &  Co.,  370. 

Richaud,  Joseph  Antoine,  660,  732. 

Riley  &  French,  392. 

Rivers,  768. 

Robinson,  W.  H.,  Edwin  A.,  etc.,  371. 

Robinson,  Rev.  Ezekiel,  501-506. 

Robinson  family.  581-584. 

Robinson,  Samuel,  488. 

Roman  Catholic  cemeteries,  755. 
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Roxbury,  Exiicdition  to  (Revolutiou),  130. 
Royal  Arcanum.  A.  and  N.  A.  touneils,  411). 

Sadler  Brothers.  3^3. 

Sadler,  L.  E..  391. 

Saudlaud,  Caprou  it  Co..  394. 

Savery  family,  r)84-5S9. 

School  districts,  313-31N,  322,  323. 

Schools,  First  in  town.  313. 

School  funds,  318,  327-329. 

School  money.  Divisions  of,  310-318,  322,  325, 
326. 

Schoolmasters.  First  in  town,  312,  313. 

Seamans,  Elder  Job,  272. 

Selectmen.  List  of,  634-()38. 

Senators,  List  of,  632. 

Settlers  in  town  previous  to  1730,  623-629. 

Shepard.  Rev.  Nathaniel,  271. 

Shepard,  John,  '•  the  Ancient,"  655. 

Shepardson,  C.  A..  393. 

Sherman,  C.  E.  \V.,  589. 

Sherman.  C.  E.  W.  &  Sou,  375. 

Short,  Rev.  Matthew,  227. 

Short,  Nerney  &  Co.,  379. 

Shuttle  manufactories.  355. 

Sickness  called  the  "cold  plague,"  654. 

Simmons,  R.  F.  it  Co.,  386. 

Smith,  Daniel  IL,  395. 

Smith  it  Crosby,  394. 

Smith  family  (T.  I.,  etc.),  590. 

Smith,  T.  I.  it  Co.,  380. 

Soldiers,  Bounties  to,  172,  174,  175,  176,  177, 
178,  179. 

Soldiers,  Payment  of  (Revolution),  123,  124- 
127. 

Soldiers,  Civil  War,  Reminiscences  and  expe- 
riences of,  186-203. 

Solomon  family  burial  yard,  75  7. 

Sons  of  Veterans,  440. 

Sound  disasters  (steamer  collision,  etc.), 693- 
699. 

South  Attleborough  burying  groupd,  730-734. 

South  and  West  Attleborough,  715. 

Stanley  Brothers,  as5. 

Stanley  family  (W.  S.,  m.d.,  etc.),  491,  592. 

Statistics,  644-<J4.8. 

Stevenson.  John,  77. 

Strectcr  Brothers, 395. 

Stunly  family,  59;MMX). 

Sturdy.  J.  F.  it  Co.,  373. 

Sumner  I^odge,  418. 

Supcrintendi;nts  of  schools,  324,  327. 

Suspender  mamifucfory.  362. 

Tanneries,  ;i."i:!. 

Thacher,  Rev.  I'eter.  24.V2^W. 


Tliacher  family.  600-605. 

Thayer  burial  ground,  757. 

"The  Attleborough  Common,"'   History  of, 

719-726. 
Thomson,  J.  N.  it  Co.,  396. 
Titlany  family,  605. 
Topography  of  the  town,  765. 
Totten.  Thomas  it  Co.,  396. 
Town  clerks.  List  of.  633. 
Town  farm.  151,  1.52. 
Town  house,  151,  154. 
Town  meetings.  First  record  of,  87-*i9. 
Tract  called  R.  N.  P.,  Purchase  of,  etc.,  46-48. 

Union  Improvement  District,  433. 

Valuation  of  town,  (1792),  147;  (1887),  046. 
Volunteers,  Civil  War,  Mass.  Reg.,  204-217. 

Wales  family,  607-613. 

War,  Civil,  Town  actions,  172-183. 

War  (1812),  Records  of.  etc.,  149,  1.50,  085. 

W^ar,  Revolutionary,  120-134. 

Washington  Lodge.  K.  of  H.,  418. 

Washington  Street  burial-lot,  734. 

Water  Company  (North  Attleborough).  432. 

Water  district  (Attleborough),  430. 

Watson.  Newell  it  Co.,  388. 

Webster,  G.  K.,  389. 

Weld,  Rev.  IIai)i.iah,  231-235. 

Wheaton  it  Richards,  393. 

White,  Rev.  p:benezer,  229. 

White  it  Shaw,  374. 

Whitehill,  Rev.  John,  240. 

Whiting  family,  613-616. 

Whiting  Manufacturing  Company,  356. 

Whitney,  E.  it  Co.,  385. 

Whitney,  Felix  G..  616-618. 

Whitney,  F.G.  it  Co.,  374. 

Wiltler,  Rev.  John,  237. 

Willett,  Captain  Thomas,  51-56. 

William  A.  Streeter  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  434-440. 

Williams,  Rev.  Thomas,  286-289. 

Wilniarth  family,  619-621. 

Wilniarth,  W.  l\.  it  Co.,  394. 

Witherell,  P.  E.,  386. 

Wooilcock's  (Jarrison,  etc,  89-94. 

^^'oo(llawn  Cemetery.  75.">. 

Women's  Christian  Temperance  uniims.  422. 

Women's  Itelief  Corps,  440., 

"  Women  Schools,''  314. 

Women  vot<;rs,  157.  l.VJ,  160. 

Writers  in  town,  718. 

^'oung  it  Benncll,  3n5. 

VouiiL'  Men's  Christian  Associuiion.  120. 


APPENDIX. 


AVERY  short  time  before  the  first  copies  of  this  book  were  sent  out,  as  the  result  of 
an  inquiry  relating  to  a  man  who  was  known  to  have  served  in  the  Revolution  but 
whose  name  could  not  be  found  in  my  lists  of  the  soldiers  of  that  time,  I  learned  that 
I  had  either  made  errors  in  copying  from  the  muster  rolls,  or  that  my  accounts  of  service  were 
incomplete.  It  was  then  too  late  to  make  changes  in  or  additions  to  the  chapter  involved,  as 
it  had  long  been  printed.  At  the  earliest  possible  moment,  however,  I  made  inquiries  at  the 
State  House,  and  found  that  I  had  been  guilty  of  some  errors  and  that  there  was  a  considerable 
incompleteness  in  the  accounts.  When  I  searched  the  records  about  1886,  I  took  the  names 
credited  to  Attleborough  from  such  volumes  of  muster  and  pay  rolls  as  were  placed  before  me, 
and  rested  upon  the  assurance  given  that  I  had  seen  oK  which  contained  town  services,  whereas 
it  seems  to  be  the  case  that  I  saw  only  about  half  of  them.  How  such  a  mistake  occurred  I 
cannot  say,  but  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  within  a  few  years  a  most  careful  examination 
of  all  the  okl  rolls  has  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a  complete  alphabetical  index  of 
all  soldiers  and  their  individual  services,  and  therefore  the  oflScials  at  present  in  charge  of  the 
ancient  archives  have  a  mucli  more  complete  knowledge  of  these  matters  than  had  those  of  eight 
or  ten  years  ago.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  could  not  have  known  of  my  lack  in  this  regard  in 
time  to  supply  it  in  the  proper  place,  but  as  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  soldiers  of  those  early 
days  are  ever  increasing  in  interest  and  importance,  the  deficiency  should  not  remain  unnoticed ; 
it  is  only  just  for  me  to  complete  my  account  of  so  glorious  a  record  in  the  only  manner  pos- 
sible. The  rolls  recently  examined  for  the  first  time  are  in  a  measure  duplicates  of  some 
already  given  in  Chapter  V,  and  of  course  many  names  are  but  repetitions.  I,  however,  found 
quite  a  number  of  new  names,  and  lists  containing  any  such  or  a  service  not  mentioned  before 
are  here  given.  I  think  I  have  now  obtained  all  town  services,  and  that  among  these  lists  are 
to  be  found  the  names  of  all  who  served  during  the  war.  A  search  through  the  new  index 
would  not,  I  feel  confident,  reveal  new  names,  but  only  the  entire  service  of  each  person, 
whether  he  was  credited  to  the  town  or  not,  numbers  having  served  at  various  times  who 
were  not  reported,  in  certain  instances,  as  fi'om  their  native  places.  It  was  not  my  purpose 
to  enter  into  such  detail,  and  I  have  therefore  attempted  only  to  carry  out  the  original  plan  of 
noting  town  service.  —  The  Editor. 

List  of  men  who  marched  on  the  alarm  of  Bunker-Hill  Battle.  The  record  is  dated  July  5, 
1776,  and  was  copied  from  one  of  the  town  books  by  Harvey  Claflin,  and  certified  by  him 
December  30, 1844.    See  Muster  Rolls,  vol.  49,  p.  84. 


Capt.  Jacob  Ide, 
Elisha  May, 
Ensign  Saml  Slack, 
Benj.  Tingley, 
Ebenr  Tiffany, 
Benjn  Maxcy, 
Amos  Read, 
Saml  Atherton, 
James  Orne, 
Josiah  Pidge, 
Eliphalet  Holmes, 
John  Bates, 
Jacob  Bates, 
Phineas  Claflin, 
Nathan  Tingley, 


Stephen  Fuller, 
Nathan  Bishop, 
Samuel  Tingley, 
William  Stanley, 
.Joel  Metcalf, 
Jabez  Gay, 
Nathan  Sweetland, 
'  Oliver  Blackinton, 
Elijah  Robinson, 
Gideon  Barrows, 
Samuel  Robinson, 
Capt.  Stephen  Richardson, 
Capt.  Moses  Wihnarth, 
Lt.  Alexander  Foster, 
Lt.  Nathl  Bishop, 


Nathl  Clafflin, 

Amos  Daggett, 

Joseph  Foster, 

Joseph  French, 

Joseph  French,  Jr., 

John  Fisher, 

Archues  Hunt  (Hewet), 

Comfort  Moore, 

John  Martin, 

Daniel  Martin, 

Abel  Martin, 

Job  Martin, 

Caleb  Parmenter,  Jr., 

Thos.  Richardson, 

John  Richardson, 
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David  Hucklns, 
Aaron  Barrows, 
Arauiiah  Tinglcy, 
John  Draper, 
James  Pulling, 
Geo.  Robinson 
DavUl  Richardson, 
Phillip  Allen, 
Clark  Sweetland, 
Robert  Swan, 
Israel  Hatch, 
William  Sweetland, 
Amos  Ide, 
Jeduthan  Fuller, 


Michael  Sweet, 
^Elijah  Barrows, 
Elijah  Jones, 
Elijah  Capron, 
John  F"oster, 
Abiathar  Richardson, 
Zephaniah  Rose, 
Abiel  Dunham, 
Israel  Bates, 
Consider  Brown, 
Sherebiah  Cobb, 
Benj"  Capron,  Jun., 
Daniel  Carpenter, 
Thos.  Cooper, 


Wyman  Richardson, 
IJenjn  Read, 
Ebenr  Robinson, 
Thos  Sweet, 
William  Starkey, 
Capt.  John  Tyler, 
Thos  Wilmarth,  Jr., 
Eliphalet  Wilmarth, 
David  Woodcock, 
John  Woodcock, 
Elisha  Wilmarth, 
Dan  Wilmarth, 
Atjlsha  Washl)urn, 
lienoni  Wilmarth. 


Captain  Aaron  Guild's  company,  Colonel  Josiah  Wbitney's  regiment,  November,  1776. 
vol.  19,  p.  141,  and  vol.  18,  p.  32. 


See 


Timy  Freeman, 
Jonathan  Fuller, 
Gideon  Stanley, 


Samuel  Fuller, 
Robert  Townsend, 
Benj"  Woodcock, 


Ezra  Miller, 
Comfort  Robinson, 
Abel  Titus. 


James  Tripp  served  in  Zebedee  Bedding'.s  company  in  the  same  regiment.    Vol.  22,  p.  112. 
On  a  payroll  dated  November,  1776,  the  foJIov^ing  names  were  found,  Init  tlic  date  of  service 
was  not  given.    See  vol,  2  p.  207. 


>Ser. 


Cor. 


Elisha  May,  Capt., 
David  Clap,  l^t  Lt., 
NatU  Bishop,  id  Lt., 
Elijah  Barrows,  "1 
Kliphaz  Day, 
Alexr  Keith, 
Ebenr  Titus,         J 
Joseph  Stearns, 
Comfort  Ingraham, 
David  Lincoln, 
David  Huchlns,  J 

Abiathar  Shaw,  Fifer, 
Eliphalet  Holmes,  Drum, 
Wm  Honey, 
Uthniel  Blackinton, 
John  Blackinton, 
W«i  Blackinton, 
Ebenr  Bacon, 
Moses  Bouru, 
George  Brlgga, 


Silas  Cobb, 
Phlneas  Clafllen, 
Obadiah  Carpenter, 
Elisha  Capron, 
Peter  Carpenter, 
Thomas  Cooper, 
Saml  Coney, 
Joseph  Daggett, 
.Solomon  Dunham, 
Peter  Fisher  ?  (illeg.) 
Bczalecl  Field, 
Jabez  Gay, 
Saml  Guild, 
Kbenr  Guild, 
Jacob Ide, 
George  Ide, 
Elijah  Jones, 
Sam  Jackson, 
Benj.  Mowry, 
Comfort  Moor, 
Amos  Wilmarth. 


Abel  Martin, 
Win  Newell, 
David  Pidge, 
Wyman  Richnrdson, 
Abiathar  Richardson, 
Michael  Riley, 
Job  Randal, 
.Sam"  Russell, 
Zebailiah  Sweet, 
Bowen  Sweetland, 
Arates  Sweetland, 
Natll  Sweet, 
John  Thacher, 
Josiah  Vining, 
Davlil  y  Wo<)d<'ock, 
Jehu  White  ? 
Dau  Wilmarth, 
Wm  Wltherell, 
Ebenezer  Williams, 
Ebenozer  Wood, 


Captain  IIodgeH' company,  Colonel  Eben'^  Frances'  regiment,"  for  travel  into  canip  and  iiome 
again  one  penny  |>cr  mile,  also  for  one  day's  pay  for  every  twenty  miles  travel  home  from  lanip 
and  their  gun  and  blankett."     December,  177f!.     .See  vol.  2,  p.  86. 


Scrg't  John  Draper, 
Cor.  Joh'Ii  Foster, 
Noah  Read, 
Eliphalet  Gay, 


Joel  Ellis, 
Nathan  Hatch, 
.John  Fisher, 
lHaa<'.  I'erry, 
Ephin  Read. 


Zelotus  Tiler, 
Lamech  Blandlng, 
.lease  Rlchanls, 
WniTlffony, 


Muster  roll  of  regiment  i-onimandeil  by  "  henary  .lackson,  VMi{."  in  1777,     Men  from  town. 
8ee  vol.42,  p.  215. 


Abraham  .Scncy, 


I^)l>orl  hull, 
Daniel  Sullivan. 


frnncesovcrton, 
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Tlio  fi)]lo\vinj^  mon  from  four  diflVireiit  companies  in  ColonftI  Jolin  Daj^gott's  regiment  for 
*'  filling  up  the  15  hattallions,"  were  enlisted  for  nine  months,  and  ordered  to  appear  at  "  Fish 
kill  on  luidson  "  in  August,  1778.    See  vol.  42,  pp.  222  and  2.30,  and  vol.  28,  p.  1.57. 


James  Salle  (Sadler?), 
Samuel  Freeman, 
Solomon  Field, 
Bezaleel  Field, 


Abiel  Fisher, 
Zaclieriah  Tiffany, 
Michel  Riley, 
Clark  Sweetland, 
Timothy  Freeman. 


.Jonathan  Fuller, 
Henry  Alexander, 
John  Burn, 
Thomas  Freeman, 


The  following  is  Captain  Enocli  Robinson's  company  which  served  in  Rhode  Island  in  the 
summer  of  1779.    See  vol.  18,  p.  162. 


Enoch  Robinson,  Capt., 
Joseph  Hodges,  l^t  Lt., 
Jonathan  Prat,  2d  Lt., 
1 


Noah  Robinson, 
.Tosiali  Smith, 
Solomon  Briggs, 
Joseph  Titus, 
.Jesse  Richards, 
John  Hall, 
Nathanael  Witherel, 
Caleb  Farmenter, 
Rial  Stanley,  Drum, 
Otis  Robinson,  Fifer, 
Peter  Blackinton, 
.Jacob  Bolkcom, 
Solomon  Bates, 
Obadiah  Brintnel, 
Asa  Dean, 
Eliab  Darby, 
Benju  Fuller, 
Samuel  Freeman, 
—una  (illeg.)  Foster, 


}  Ser. 
I 

J 

I 


Cor. 


Noah  Puller, 
Abiel  Freeman, 
Darius  Fuller, 
Thomas  Grover, 
Jonathan  Hodges, 
Ebenezer  Huchings, 
Daniel  Hodges, 
Bethuel  Slack, 
Levi  Ide, 
John  Keth, 
Abiel  I^ane, 
Will.  Makepeace, 
Elihu  More, 
Willm  Martin, 
Amos  Martin, 
John  Prior, 
John  Pike, 
John  Pullen, 
.John  Field, 
Abraham  Cumminge 
Abijah  Clap, 
Stephen  Clap, 


Asa  Rodes, 
Silas  Richardson, 
Stephen  Richardson, 
David  Robinson, 
Samli  Stephens, 
Aruna  Smith, 
Abisha  Smith, 
Michael  Sweet, 
Robert  Skinner, 
Timothy  Skinner, 
Solomon  Skinner, 
Willm  Skinner, 
.Job  Sweet, 
Abiel  Trip, 
Nathanael  Gillson, 
George  Tucker, 
Bethuel  Tanner, 
Benj"  Trow, 
•John  Wilkerson, 
Josiah  Bacon, 
John  Cobb, 
Achabald  Cambel. 


Under  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  June  9,  1779,  there  were  three  nine  mouths'  men 
recorded  as  from  "  Attleburg."    See  vol.  45,  p.  282. 

Peter  Dary,  Aaron  Cutting,  Stephen  Bloy. 

On  page  141  of  this  booli  are  the  names  of  a  company  of  six  months'  men  raised  in  town  in 
July,  1780.  These  names  are  found  in  vol.  35,  pp.  192,  194,  and  207,  and  vol.  25,  pp.  240  and  241. 
The  three  lists  are  almost  identical.  Josiah  Bacon  and  Levi  Chaffee  appear  only  twice,  and 
Joseph  Balier  is  written  twice  on  the  lists  for  the  same  service.  Several  names  are  spelt  in  a 
diflerent  way  on  each  list.  These  men  were  in  the  Eleventh,  Thirteenth,  and  Twenty-fifth 
Divisions  under  Ensign  Bancroft,  Ensign  Gilbert,  and  Captain  Jonathan  "Williams  respectively, 
and  marched  from  Springfield. 

The  following  were  nine  months'  men  at  Springfield  from  three  difierent  companies  in 
Colonel  Dean's  regiment.    No  date  found.    See  vol.  42,  p.  224. 


George  Ide, 
William  Carpenter, 
Isaac  Ide, 
Sam  Standly, 


.John  Avery, 
Aaron  Cutting, 
Nehemiah  Bragg, 
Stephen  Bloys, 


William  Blackinton, 
Obed  Robinson, 
James  Orne, 
Peter  Dery. 


Under  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  December  2, 1780,  the  followino 
vol.  34,  p.  418. 


men  served.    See 


Joseph  Churchell, 
Samuel  Edwards, 
Solomon  Briggs, 
Darius  Briggs, 
Ebenr  Dunham, 


Peter?  (illeg.)  PhilUps, 
Michael  Le  Bedle?, 
Manasah  Dunham, 
Thomas  Whitington, 
Benjamin  Woodcock, 


Resolved  Healey, 
Otis  Robinson, 
Thomas  Barden, 
Rean  Thibaut, 
Cuff  Mnmford  (Negro), 
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Danlol  Lcmasney, 
John  Pullon, 
Daviil  Dunnells, 


Jacob  Parker, 
James  Uermain, 
London  Biicklin, 
Timothy  Rryon. 


Nathanael  Sweet, 
Joel  Blake, 
John  Green, 


rnder  a  Resolve  of  December,  ITSI,  are  found  tlie  followini,'  names.    See  vol.  34,  ji.  416. 


Samuel  P>1  wards, 
Kbenr  Dnnham, 
Manasah  Dunham, 


Solomon  Brifrj^s, 
Thomas  Wethington, 
Darius  Brings, 
David  Dunnells. 


Resolved  Ilealey, 
Benjamin  Woodcock, 
Rcan  Thealmt, 


Vol.  2!t,  p.  114.    Tlie  followinu-  men  are  credited  to  the  town,  but  the  service  is  not 
William  Carjienter,  Capt.,  Nehemiah   Bran:!?,  ('apt.,  Amos  Sliirtletl,  Seriit.,  William 
John  Freeman. 

List  of  men  in  Captain  Stephen  Richardson's  company,  second  in  Fourth  Regiment 
have  been  in  the  foregoing  Campains   since  this   Unhappy  war  Comenced   the  first 
Roxbury  in  1775  for  8  months."    See  vol.  52,  p.  11. 


given : 
Fisher. 


,  •■  that 
was   in 


Daniel  Bolkcom, 
Ellas  Bolkcom, 
Aaron  Cutting,  Jur., 
John  Daggett,  Jur., 
John  Drown, 
Elijah  Fisher, 
Jemas  Freeman, 
Lcrned  Hall, 
Comfort  Marten, 


George  Neal, 
Thomas  Norton, 
Ilezckiali  Peck, 
John  Robenson, 
Daniel  Richardson, 
Jediliali  Richardson, 
Stephen  Richardson,  Jur., 
Benjamin  Richardson, 
Seth  Richardson,  Jur., 
Jonathan  Woodcock. 


Benjamin  Stanley, 
.Nathaniel  Sweet, 
Samuel  Tiffany,  Jur., 
John  Tiffany,  Jur., 
Noah  TilTany, 
Thomas  TilTan^-, 
Jemas  Tripp, 
Ebenezer  Willmarth, 
William  Woodcock, 


In  the  Second  Campaign  for  Cambridge,  in  1775,  Benjamin  Read  served  "5  mouths." 
Third  "  Campain  was  that  Caled  the  6  weaks  Campain  at  Roxbury  in  1775," 


Elijah  Bolkcom, 
Jesse  Daggett, 


.John  Richardson, 
Thomas  Richardson, 


Fourth  Campaign,  twehe  months'  men  in  177G. 
Joab  Daggett,  Elijah  Fisher, 

John  Freeman,  Enoch  Fisher, 

James  Freeman,  Rufus  Fisher, 

William  Fisher,  George  Ncal, 

Abial  Fisher,  John  Tiffany,  Jur., 

Jonathan  Woodcock. 


Zachariah  Tiffany, 
David  Woodcock,  Jur. 


I losear  Tiffany, 
Thonuis  Tiffany, 
Zachariah  Tiffany, 
Joseph  Tucker, 
jienjamin  Read, 


Fifth  Campaign.  "  I  he  7  month  or  Nantasket  men  in  1770." 
Jemas  Trlpj),  Ebenezer  Willmarth,  Benjamin  Woodcock,  Jur. 

Sixth  Campaign,  live  months'  men  that  "  went  to  Yorke  in  177(1." 


Thomas  Barden, 
John  Daggett,  Jur., 
Ile/.cklah  Peck, 
John  Richardson, 


lienjamln  Richardson, 
>sSetli  Richardson, 
Nathaniel  Roliinson, 
licnjamin  Stanley, 
John  Woodcock. 


Seventh  Campaign,  "  Tlie  DorclM>ter,"  five  montb-  in  177s. 
Joseph  Foster, 

Eighth  Campaign,  "  ficontrnga  men,"  lor  three  monlhs. 
Daniel  Bolkcom, 

Ninth  Cain[)aign,  two  nionllis'  men  lu  ••  ^'l>rk(!  "  in  177(>. 
F'clcr  Flfihcr,  Samuel  Ja<;kHon, 

David  Wood(-ock,  Jur.,  .John  Marren, 

Elijah  Bolkcom,  VlnU^n  Itlcharilson, 

Edward  Foster,  Jur.,  David  Richardson, 


,\miis  Siarkey, 
Noah  TllVany, 
Thomas  Wlllm.'irdi,  Jur., 
Davjil  \Vood<ock, 


Noah  Read,  Jur. 


Abraham  Minto. 


Ablalhar  Richardson, 
W yman  Rlchanlson, 
Joseph  Woodcock,  Jur 
AmoH  Willmarth. 
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Tenth  Campaign,  three  mouths  at  "  Howlan's  ferry,"  iu  177(>-77. 

Lieut  William  Bolkconi,  Benjamin  Capron.Jur.,  '  Joel  Fisher, 

Elijah  Capron,  Jemas  Cutting,  Eliphalet  Willinarth,  Jur. 

Eleventh  Campaign.  "  Should  have  Bin  Caled  the  5"',"  Roxbury,  for  two  months. 

Benjamin  Stanley,  Noah  Read,  Jur. 

Twelfth  Campaign,  State  of  Rhode  Island  in  May,  1777.  Joseph  Capron,  Jur.,  Henry  Peck, 
Benjn  Richardson,  David  Bolkcom. 

Thirteenth  Campaign,  for  three  years  or  during  the  war.  Enlisted  iu  1777.  John  Freeman, 
W™  Fisher,  Samuel  Bcntly,  James  Lawd,  William  M.  EIroys. 

The  names  following  an;  taken  from  a  muster  roll  of  the  meu,  enlisted  for  the  "  present 
war"  )>y  Captain  Jonathan  Brown  and  mustered  by  the  same  "  since  the  0  day  of  July  Last  to 
this  day  Sep'  ye  2^  1777."    See  vol.  42,  p.  24(5. 

Nathan  Round,  Robert  king,  Obadiah  Thacber, 

Peter  Butcbell,  (?)  Ebenezer  Stone,  Abel  Titus, 

John  Williams,  Nathaniel  Sweet,  Ephraim  ketb, 

moses  liancock,  Thomas  Thacber,  Edward  bunt, 

Solomon  bates. 

In  vol.  19,  p.  187,  Moses  Barrows,  Obed  Thacber,  James  Tripp,  Thomas  Thacber,  and 
Ebeu""  Wilmarth  are  mentioned  as  three  years'  men  from  "  Attleburg,"  in  Colonel  H.  Jackson's 
regiment. 

Among  some  men  mustered  by  James  Leonard  was  Levi  Everett,  "  age  17,"  and  the  name  of 
Napthali  Whitney  was  found  but  not  his  special  service. 

The  above  are  records  of  militia  service,  and  chiefly  of  short  expeditions,  though  there  were 
some  terms  covering  a  uumber  of  months,  and  a  few  enlisted  for  several  years.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  men  who  early  served  in  the  militia,  and  some  others,  later  entered  the  Continental 
Army.  From  a  list  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  iu  that  army  from  this  State, 
who  enlisted  during  the  years  1777-78-79-80,  the  names  of  those  credited  to  this  town  were 
taken.    All  enlisted  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war. 

Fourth  Regiment.    Elijali  Fisher  enlisted  for  and  served  three  years. 

Fifth  Regiment.  Jonathan  Blackinton  for  three  years.  Samuel  Bently.  Discharged.  Sol- 
omon Bates  for  three  years.  Butler  Everett  for  three  years.  Died.  Levi  Everett  served 
three  years.  Eliphalet  Gay  served  nearly  three  years.  Comfort  Robinson  and  Ezra  Robinson 
served  three  years.  Stephen  Toby  enlisted  for  the  war  and  served  forty-eight  mouths.  Silas 
Wood  served  sixteen  months  and  twenty-five  days,  and  died. 

Eleventh  Regiment.    William  Fisher  served  one  year. 

Sixteentli  Regiment.  Daniel  Balcom  served  about  two  years  and  was  reported  a  deserter. 
Thomas  Down  served  about  six  months.  Samuel  Everett  enlisted  for  the  war,  and  Penuel 
Everett  served  three  years.  Randall  McAllister,  Timothy  Melona,  Timothy  Mixter,  and 
Oliver  Puling  served  nearly  three  years.  Nathaniel  Rounds,  Zepheniah  Rose,  Nathaniel 
Sweet,  James  Stanford,  and  John  Scott  served  the  full  three  years.  William  Straw  served 
forty  months.  Addin  or  Aden  Stanley,  Thomas  Thacher,  and  Ebenezer  Wilmarth  served  three 
years.  James  Tripp  enlisted  for  the  war  and  served  forty-two  months  and  one  day.  He  is  the 
only  one  mentioned  as  choosing  the  land  instead  of  the  money  bounty  (choice  being  ottered  to 
all),  and  he  received  200  acres. 

Timothy  Fauningtou  and  Israel  Woodcock  enlisted  for  three  years.  They  were  in  what  was 
called  Knox's  Artificers,  the  first  serving  four  months,  and  the  latter  two  mouths  and  nine 
days. 

Oliver  Pullen,  Nathaniel  Sweetland,  and  Aden  Stanley  are  mentioned  as  enlisting  iu  Sher- 
burne's Regiment  for  three  years.  None  of  them  served  the  full  time  in  it,  but  are  mentioned 
in  the  above  list  as  being  that  length  of  time  in  service,  though  Sweetland  is  in  one  place 
written  Sweet. 

There  are  some  features  of  the  Revolutionary  record  so  remarkable  that  I  cannot  refrain 
from  caHing  special  attention  to  them.  They  are  possible  of  belief  only  when  it  is  remembered 
that  in  those  "  times  that  tried  men's  souls  "  the  age  limit  of  military  service  was  of  necessity 
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a  very  l)road  one.  ami  that  all  who  foukl  possibly  carry  a  musket,  or  use  any  iniplonicnt  of 
warfare,  were  allowed  to  lij^ht  for  their  country,  from  mere  lads  of  sixteen  or  seventeen, 
(perhaps  younj^er).  to  men  far  advanced  in  years.  In  171)0  the  number  of  inhal)itants  in  our 
town  was  2.1(i(!.  an  increase  no  doubt  of  several  hundred  altove  the  number  at  the  time  of  the 
war.  By  countinj?  the  lists  printed  iiere  and  in  Chapter  V  it  may  be  seen  that  Attleborouj^h  is 
credited  with  the  service  of  some  1,243  men.  Numbers  of  these  of  course  served  repeatedly, 
but  there  appear  to  be  the  names  of  very  nearly,  if  not  (|uite,  600  difl'erent  persons.  A  few  of 
these  are  foreign,  and  some  men  from  other  places,  no  doubt,  as  in  the  Civil  War,  may  have 
enlisted  to  the  credit  of  the  town;  but  the  great  majority  of  names  are  old.  familiar  ones,  very 
many  of  which  are  still  represented  in  our  midst,  or  have  been  to  within  quite  recent  times. 
It  would  seem  therefore  that  about  one  third  of  our  entire  population  was  actively  engaged  in 
the  great  struggle  for  independence. 

A  list  of  the  families  which  supplied  the  largest  number  of  soldiers  is  subjoined.  The 
figures  nuist  not  be  taken  as  a  gauge  of  the  patriotism  of  these  particular  examples  as  compared 
with  others,  but  only  of  their  relative  size,  including  the  various  branches.  Every  fanaily 
seemed  equally  iivsidred  with  untiring  ardor  and  l)urning  zeal,  and  nobly  devoted  its  all  to  the 
common  cause,  every  male,  almost  without  exception,  at  one  time  or  another  answering  to 
the  colonies'  calls  to  arms  :  — 

Daggett,  21;  Richardson,  18;  Robinson,  IT;  Fuller,  14;  Read,  Tifl'any,  and  Wilmarth,  13; 
Carpenter,  12;  Barrows,  and  Woodcock,  11;  Blackinton,  Fisher,  Tde,  and  Tyler,  10;  Bates, 
Capron.  Freeman,  .Stanley,  Sweetlaud,  and  Sweet,  9;  Foster,  8;  Bishop  and  Martin,  7;  Titus, 
Briggs,  Bolkcom,  Kverett.  and  (lillson  or  Jillson.  6;  Cummings,  Draper,  French,  Starkey,  and 
Thacher,5;  while  numerous  others  sent  four,  three,  or  two  members,  as  the  case  might  be. 


In  Note  2  on  page  134  for  p.  189  read  187. 

On  page  135  for  Lenniel  Evcret  read  Samuel  Everet,  and  for  Wm.  Pilse  read  Wm.  Pike. 
On  the  return  of  that  company  when  service  was  over  l^emuel  Whiting  was  reported  dead, 
and  John  Tyler,  sergeant,  appeared  to  be  reduced  to  the  ranks.  Joel  Read  and  Joseph  Stearns 
were  sergeants  by  promotion,  and  Benj.  Stanley  and  Benj.  Richardson  corporals  in  the  same 
manner.  On  the  same  page  in  the  account  of  minute-men  the  dale  should  be  April  19,  1775, 
instead  of  January  .'),  1776.  These  men  marched  on  the  Lexington  alarm.  The  date  given  was 
that  of  the  "return"  of  service. 

On  page  136  for  Elisha  Daggett,  sergeant,  read  Elihu  Daggett.  He  was  also  adjutant  of  the 
Fourth  Regiuumt,  and  served  elsewhere. 

On  page  139  after  Eliphalet  Holmes  Daniel  Lane  should  be  inserted.  He  was  a  sergeant  in 
the  company. 

On  page  140,  in  Notes  2  and  3,  for  vol.  4  read  vol.  2. 

On  page  17;")  for  s200.000  read  §(20(). 

On  piigc  (»43,  fourth  line,  Mary  Guild  should  be  Mary  (iould. 

On  pjige  (Mil,  last  paragraph,  for  Ireland  read  England. 
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